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AGE RANGE 7–14 



PHILIP REEVE and SARAH McINTYRE
OLIVER AND THE SEAWIGS
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 2013 (PBK) 208PP £6.99 ISBN 9780192734884

Three outsiders – Oliver, Iris the mermaid, and Cliff the rambling island – meet by 
chance and set out on an amazing adventure to rescue Oliver’s parents. This fantastic 
story demonstrates the meaning of true friendship and loyalty, while teaching valuable 
lessons on how to deal with bullying and cheaters. the story is well developed and 
features fun, engaging dialogue from Philip Reeve and black and white illustrations by 
Sarah McIntyre. (Age 7–9)

ALEX BELL
THE POLAR BEAR EXPLORERS’ CLUB
FABER & FABER 2017 (PBK) 352PP £6.99 ISBN 9780571332540

All explorers have three names and Stella Starflake Pearl isn’t going to let anyone tell her 
that girls can’t be explorers. No sooner has her adventure begun, however, than things 
quickly start to go off plan and Stella and three fellow young explorers must use all 
their wits to overcome Fanged Frosties and Giant Yetis in the coldest place in the world. 
The first in a welcome new series, this is a fantastically well-crafted adventure full of 
brilliantly imagined creatures and gripping moments. (Age 9–11)

PETER BUNZL
COGHEART
USBORNE PUBLISHING 2016 (PBK) 368PP £6.99 ISBN 9781474915007

After her inventor father disappears, Lily discovers that her mother’s death was not an 
accident after all. A lot of very nasty people want her father’s secret and will stop at 
nothing to get it. With the help of her new friend Robert and Malkin (her mechanimal 
pet fox) Lily sets out to uncover the mystery. Who can they trust along the way? A 
breath-taking adventure full of danger and uncertainty – this book will have children 
on the edge of their seats. An unputdownable read! (Age 9–11)

JESS BUTTERWORTH
WHEN THE MOUNTAINS ROARED
ORION CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 288PP £6.99 ISBN 9781510102118 

Ruby is animal mad and dreams of being a wildlife photographer. The only problem is, 
since tragedy struck her family, she’s afraid of everything and wildlife photographers 
can’t be afraid of anything. Her life is suddenly turned upside down with a move to the 
Himalayan foothills. Here she makes new friends, both animal and human. When evil 
threatens the safety of the rare leopards, Ruby must face all her fears to protect them. A 
riveting adventure tale for all with a great heroine. (Age 9–11)



EMMA CARROLL 
SKY CHASERS
CHICKEN HOUSE 2018 (PBK) 278PP £6.99 ISBN 9781910655535

Developed from Jackson’s story ‘The First Aeronauts’, the multi-award-winning Sky 
Chasers tells the story of the fledgling flights of hot air balloons, and their wonderful 
first aeronauts. Magpie is a fantastic character, as much at ease in the world of orphans 
and thieves as she is amongst inventors and the aristocracy. Carroll builds upon her 
source material and creates an enchanting tale to delight young readers. Her books never 
disappoint, and here she captures the voice of her first-person narrator with ease. By 
turns lyrical and comical, it boasts non-stop action, which makes the book a compulsive 
page turner. A wonderfully written, highly enjoyable adventure story. (Age 9–11)

ABI ELPHINSTONE
THE DREAMSNATCHER
SIMON & SCHUSTER 2015 (PBK) 288PP £6.99 ISBN 9781471122682

Moll Pecksniff has always been haunted by nightmares. These recurring dreams are 
getting darker and stronger. It starts to feel like she is being dragged somewhere. But 
there is more to Moll than she realises. There is a prophecy that indicates she and her 
wildcat Gryff are the only ones who can fight back against the Dreamsnatcher’s dark 
sorcery. Full of mystery, magic and adventure, this stunning, fast-paced début is full of 
rich descriptive passages that bring both characters and setting to life. (Age 9–11)

NATASHA FARRANT
THE CHILDREN OF CASTLE ROCK 
FABER & FABER 2018 (PBK) 320PP £6.99 ISBN 9780571323562

Alice is the quiet type, but she can erupt without notice too. Jesse is the sporty type, 
but even his sportsmanship has its limits when victory is in the balance. Fergus is the 
joking prankster, but with a very serious and decent core. When the three meet in a 
delightfully anarchic boarding school in the wilds of Scotland, friendship, betrayal and 
adventure come knocking. With a great cast of characters, tons of humour, heaps of real 
danger and a strong emotional heart, this is a winner. (Age 9–11)

PAUL GAMBLE
THE MINISTRY OF STRANGE, UNUSUAL  
AND IMPOSSIBLE THINGS
LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 320PP €9.99 ISBN 9781910411544

Strange things are happening in Belfast. Oddball kids gone missing, sightings of pirates, 
a wild bear causing chaos, dinosaurs living underground – and Jack’s school is getting 
a renovation. And then there’s Cthulu (don’t ask). Jack’s investigation into these events 
leads him to the Ministry of SUITs. As their newest recruit, he uncovers a sinister plot 
to … Well, I’m not going to spoil it for you! Dramatic, outrageous and quirky, this is an 
hilarious adventure that bursts off the page. Fantastic! (Age 9–11)



VASHTI HARDY
BRIGHTSTORM: A SKY-SHIP ADVENTURE 
SCHOLASTIC 2018 (PBK) 352PP £6.99 ISBN 9781407181707

The shocking death of their ice-explorer father means Arthur and Maudie Brightstorm 
are now orphans perilously close to the poorhouse. However, all is not quite right in 
Lontown and they will have to travel via airship to South Polaris themselves to learn 
the truth. A rollicking steampunk adventure that will interest Philip Pullman fans, 
Brightstorm creates a mysterious world of indelible characters, mysterious wolves and 
mechanical arms to get lost in. After reading this, one hopes for further expeditions in 
the future. (Age 9–11)

EVA IBBOTSON
JOURNEY TO THE RIVER SEA
MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2001 (PBK) 320PP £6.99 ISBN 9781447265689

A wonderful adventure story, with unforgettable characters, set in the exciting landscape 
of the Amazonian jungle. Maia, an orphan, is sent from a boarding school in England 
to live with distant relatives in Brazil. She dreams of adventures but how can she 
experience the sights and sounds, or make friends, when her relatives insist on ‘keeping 
the jungle out’? A thrilling and evocative wilderness adventure from the late, great 
Ibbotson. (Age 9–11)

PÁDRAIG KENNY
POG
CHICKEN HOUSE 2019 (PBK) 280PP £6.99 ISBN 9781911490395

David and Penny have started life afresh after a family tragedy; but their new beginning 
isn’t without its ties to the past. Moving from London to their mother’s childhood home 
in an unusual forest, they find their neighbours are of the magical variety – and not all 
of them are good. Thankfully, they meet Pog Lumpkin, one of the furry little First Folk 
and a protective friend. A heartfelt story of loss, loneliness and renewal, populated with 
tenderly written characters and a healthy dose of hope. (Age 9–11)

ROSS MONTGOMERY
PERIJEE & ME
FABER & FABER 2016 (PBK) 240PP £6.99 ISBN 9780571317950

Perijee & Me is a really good example of those children’s books that extend way beyond 
what is ‘possible’ in ‘normal’ fiction – it is an excellent, thought-provoking adventure 
story. A beautifully evoked setting is helped by the cover art that just draws you into 
eleven-year-old Caitlin’s world and her relationship with Perijee. The interactions 
between Perijee and Caitlin are laugh-out-loud funny, unpredictable and incredibly 
heart-warming. Filled with wonder, joy and adventure, Ross Montgomery’s Perijee & Me 
is fiction for this age group at its best. (Age 9–11)



SINEAD O’HART 
THE STAR-SPUN WEB
STRIPES PUBLISHING 2019 (PBK) 384PP £6.99 ISBN 9781788950220

This is an excellent tale of mystery and adventure by Irish author Sinead O’Hart. 
Orphaned Tess de Souza is removed from Ackerbee’s Home for Lost Foundlings by Mr 
Cleat – but who is he, and what does he know about her past? O’Hart’s storytelling 
weaves an enchantment from the very first page with a thrilling plot, an outstanding 
heroine and, of course, Violet, the pet tarantula. Perfect for fans of mystery and magic. 
Highly recommended. (Age 9–11)

KATHERINE RUNDELL
THE WOLF WILDER
BLOOMSBURY CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 336PP £7.99 ISBN 9781408854853
Powerful, independent and persecuted, wolves ‘are the witches of the animal world’, 
Feo’s mama tells her. She is a ‘wilder’ living in Tsarist Russia. A wilder helps ‘a wolf 
work out that she was born to be brave’, but it’s the bravery of both mother and daughter 
that shines through when the Imperial Army begins to threaten the local villages – and 
the wolves. Fierce, beautiful and unexpectedly political, this is a moving and compelling 
tale of love for nature, family and freedom. (Age 9–11)

DAN SMITH
SHE WOLF
CHICKEN HOUSE 2019 (PBK) 289PP £6.99 ISBN 9781910655931

An exciting and immediate adventure story with strong female protagonists, She Wolf 
deftly interweaves a fast-paced, uncompromising narrative of escape and survival with 
the language and lore of the Norse sagas. Challenging and thoughtful, this book will 
appeal to readers who enjoy Ursula K. Le Guin and Rosemary Sutcliff and will delight 
those who enjoy immersing themselves in the language and customs of mythology 
without once taking their eye off the enemy. (Age 9–11)

THOMAS TAYLOR 
MALAMANDER
WALKER BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 304PP £7.99 ISBN 9781406386288

Herbie Lemon is the Lost-and-Founder at an unusual hotel in an eerie seaside town. 
This strange town is also home to stories of a legendary creature called the Malamander, 
unusual beings such as the mechanical mermonkey and just a little bit of magic. When 
Vi suddenly arrives looking for her lost parents, all of these ingredients combine and we 
find there’s adventure to be had and mysteries to be solved, and who better to help with 
all of this than Herbie the Lost-and-Founder! (Age 9–11)



PIERS TORDAY
THE LAST WILD
QUERCUS 2013 (PBK) 352PP £6.99 ISBN 9781780878300

Twelve-year-old Kester Jaynes is inexplicably mute and mysteriously incarcerated in a 
prison ‘for challenging children’. In Kester’s futuristic world, few animals remain and 
the surviving human population must live on pink sludge. Kester discovers he has a 
secret power and a connection with some renegade animals, which brings hope. But 
can he unlock the mystery of his past? The first in a series, this intriguing and inventive 
story, with themes of loyalty and friendship, will have wide appeal. (Age 9–11)

 

DOMINIQUE VALENTE
STARFELL: WILLOW MOSS AND THE LOST DAY
HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2019 (HBK) 287PP £12.99 ISBN 9780008308391 
Willow is the youngest in a family of powerful witches. But while her sisters are famous 
for their explosive powers, Willow’s talent is limited to finding things that are lost. 
Overshadowed by her formidable siblings (there’s nothing glamorous about finding your 
neighbour’s pungent socks), Willow is as surprised as anyone when renowned witch 
Moreg Vaine comes to her seeking help. What follows is a whimsical and exciting quest, 
complete with grumpy cat-monsters and a lovable dragon. This is a beautifully written 
book. (Age 9–11) 

TONKE DRAGT translated by LAURA WATKINSON
THE LETTER FOR THE KING
PUSKIN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 512PP £7.99 ISBN 9781782690269
The Letter for the King follows the adventures of sixteen-year-old Tuiri, a squire, who at 
the opening of the novel is preparing for his knighting ceremony through a night-time 
vigil in a secluded chapel. An unexpected knocking on the door by a stranger, heralds the 
beginning of Tuiri’s secret quest and his long journey to becoming a knight. This book 
will appeal to anyone interested in action-centred adventure stories that contain worlds of 
sword fights and knightly values.  (Age 9–11, 12–14)
 

KIRAN MILLWOOD HARGRAVE
THE GIRL OF INK & STARS
CHICKEN HOUSE 2016 (PBK) 240PP £6.99 ISBN 9781910002742

When Isabella’s friend disappears, she volunteers to guide the search. But in following 
her ancient map she soon discovers the true end of her journey – to save the island 
of Joya. Inspired by the Canarian myth of Guayota, this is an enchanting and lyrical 
début. At its heart are the complex friendships between Isabella, Lupé and Pablo, which 
criss-cross the story like the paths on Isabella’s old map. Set in a parallel world steeped 
in magical realism, this is sure to be a new classic in children’s books. (Age 9–11, 12–14)
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Children’s Books Ireland produced this resource with the 
expert assistance of Kim Harte. We also wish to acknowledge 
the work of our Inis magazine and Recommended Reads Guide 
reviewers.

childrensbooksireland.ie
This list was published in 2020.
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