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JENNY BORNHOLDT illustrated by SARAH WILKINS
THE LONGEST BREAKFAST
GECKO PRESS 2017 (PBK) 40PP £7.99 ISBN 9781776571680

Dad Malcolm wakes and decides it is time for breakfast, but the baby seems to have other 
ideas. As older siblings, neighbouring children and friends pop in to add complication, 
each suggesting a different breakfast, the baby becomes ever more insistent on calling for 
‘Toot’ and Dad becomes ever more frazzled. This is a fun, joyful and busy story about 
family life and how easy it can be to misunderstand if you are in a hurry and don’t listen 
to others. (Age 0–4)

FELICITY BROOKS illustrated by MAR FERRERO
ALL ABOUT FAMILIES
USBORNE PUBLISHING 2018 (HBK) 32PP £9.99 ISBN 9781474949071

The words and illustrations in All About Families combine to give as broad a definition 
and image of families as possible. Everyone, from grandparents to pets, is part of the 
family. Readers are encouraged to explore their own version of family and to create a 
simple family tree. Thanks to excellent illustrations and text that ranges from quite 
simple labelling to detailed definitions of family relationships, this book could be used 
interactively with pre-schoolers and also challenge a developing reader.  
(Non-fiction, Age 0–4, 5–8)

AME DYCKMAN illustrated by ZACHARIAH OHORA
WOLFIE THE BUNNY
ANDERSEN PRESS 2016 (HBK) 40PP £11.99 ISBN 9781783443864

When the bunny family find a baby wolf on their doorstep, the parents are smitten, but 
little Dot is suspicious. ‘He’s going to eat us all up!’ she cries. Wolfie sleeps through the 
night, but Dot does not. She’s too busy keeping an eye on the interloper with the big 
appetite. Bright acrylics, bold colours and eye-catching fonts combine with the hilarious 
text to make this tale of sibling rivalry an instant classic. Grown-ups and children alike 
will find the feisty Dot irresistible. (Age 2–4)

TARO GOMI
GROWING TOGETHER: 4 STORIES TO SHARE
PHAIDON 2016 (HBK) 96PP £12.95 ISBN 9780714871264

Ideal for a young family, this set comprises four individual books: Exploring, Sharing, 
Imagining and Growing. We meet a little girl who sees that her mum was once a little girl 
like her; a little boy who discovers his dad has as much playful imagination as him; sisters 
who are great at dividing everything evenly; and brothers who realise that, despite their 
age difference, they are just the same. Beautiful colours, simple images and clear text make 
this a must-have collection. (Age 2–4)



JEAN ROUSSEN illustrated by LORIS LORA
SAFE & SOUND
FLYING EYE BOOKS 2017 (HBK) 32PP £11.99 ISBN 9781911171287

In Safe & Sound, we learn how baby animals, from the big to the small, are protected by 
their parents. We journey across nests, burrows, pouches and mouths, revealing a whole 
host of wild creatures, from hatchlings and chicks to cubs and calves. Roussen’s simple, 
rhyming text is soothing and comforting, mimicking parental care and affection. Lora’s 
illustrations are simply gorgeous, making use of vibrant colour, striking shapes and 
stylised figures. A sweet, warm and surprisingly informative bedtime read. (Age 2–4, 5–8)

ATINUKE illustrated by LAUREN TOBIA
YOU’RE AMAZING, ANNA HIBISCUS!
WALKER BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 95PP £5.99 ISBN 9781406349139

This is a collection of stories about Anna, a young girl living in Africa, set in a big white 
house where she lives with her extended family. As she journeys towards adulthood, 
Anna faces many challenges: troublesome siblings, loss of a loved one and tumultuous 
friendships. Throughout these stories, Anna’s character shines – she is a strong, intelligent, 
considerate and loving heroine. She is also quick to see her flaws and tries earnestly to 
amend them. Children everywhere will relate to Anna’s chaotic life and enjoy her lovable 
persona. (Age 5–8)

JOSEPH COELHO illustrated by FIONA LUMBERS
LUNA LOVES LIBRARY DAY
ANDERSEN PRESS 2017 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781783445950

Luna loves going to the library, especially because she gets to spend time with things she 
loves – books and her dad. Together they explore curiosities, mysteries and knowledge 
and they even read a very special tale (a book within the book!) that relates to their own 
life. Luna Loves Library Day is an affectionate, loving and gentle story that approaches 
the subject of separated or divorced parents, brilliantly accompanied by spot-on heart-
warming illustrations, ensuring that, no matter what, children will feel loved. (Age 5–8)

CHRIS HIGGINS illustrated by LEE WILDISH
MY FUNNY FAMILY
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2012 (PBK) 128PP £4.99 ISBN 9780340989845

Mattie is a worrier. She worries about school. She worries about her family. But something 
happens to take Mattie’s mind off all her worries when she starts a vegetable garden with 
the help of her family and neighbours. Everybody doesn’t always get along (Grandma 
can be very stern sometimes) but they all work together to make the vegetable garden a 
success. This is a charming book, featuring the loveable and eccentric Butterfield family. 
The illustrations, which are engaging and mischievous, complement the text perfectly. 
(Age 5–8)



MATT LAMOTHE
THIS IS HOW WE DO IT
CHRONICLE BOOKS 2017 (HBK) 52PP £11.99 ISBN 9781452150185

Join seven families from around the world and learn about their culture, from play to 
food and beyond. It would be ideal to see different family structures represented, rather 
than just nuclear families, but otherwise this gorgeous book is brimming with care and 
inclusiveness. A glossary at the back explains local foods and games, and photographs are 
included of the participating families. The illustrations are wonderfully expressive – great 
attention is given to facial expressions and depicting the relationships between family 
members. A treasure. (Non-fiction, Age 5–8)

 
SUSIE DAY
PEA’S BOOK OF BEST FRIENDS
RED FOX 2012 (PBK) 288PP £4.99 ISBN 9781849415224

When Pea Llewellyn’s Mum (author Marina Cove) makes it big with her Mermaid Girls 
books, it’s time to leave their dinky flat for a new life and home in London. Pea loves her 
attic room and her new school (sort of ), but what about finding a best friend? Will she and 
her sisters fit in? With little sister Tinkerbell causing chaos, there’s no end to the drama. A 
delightful adventure about family and friends. (Age 5–8, 9–11)

FRANK COTTRELL-BOYCE illustrated by STEVEN LENTON
SPUTNIK’S GUIDE TO LIFE ON EARTH
MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 352PP £6.99 ISBN 9781447237570

Prez Mellows is sent from his home with his grandfather to stay with a foster family who 
are loud, warm and unable to see that newcomer Sputnik is not a dog but an alien intent 
on writing a guide to the best things about life on earth. With Prez in tow, Sputnik 
engages in some wild, hilarious and slightly illegal adventures, culminating in a reunion at 
the Shangri-La Nursing Home. This life affirming story – funny and touching by turns –  
is a beautiful examination of the relationship between a boy and his grandfather.  
(Age 9–11)

EMMA DONOGHUE illustrated by CAROLINE HADILADSONO
THE LOTTERYS PLUS ONE
MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 320PP £6.99 ISBN 9781509803200

The Lottery family consists of two dads, two moms and seven children. Life is chaotic but 
full of fun. When a grandpa the children have never met comes to live with the family 
due to illness, Sumak is determined to make him welcome – however, ‘Grumps’ quickly 
manages to cause ructions! Brimming with diversity, there is sure to be a character every 
reader can relate to in this book. Although a little busy and fast-moving at times, this is a 
story that captures the true meaning of family. (Age 9–11)



EMMA SHEVAH
WHAT LEXIE DID
CHICKEN HOUSE 2018 (PBK) 272PP £6.99 ISBN 9781910655467

This is a cheerful, appealing and thoughtful account of what happens when a much-loved 
grandmother’s secret bequest to her ten-year-old granddaughters sets them at odds with 
each other and the senior members of their rambunctious Greek Cypriot families. The 
novel captures the complexities around truthtelling and tact with a lightness of touch 
that is deeply sympathetic to the young protagonists. Its doodle-and-list-filled pages and 
traditional recipes popped in for good measure add to its accessibility and attractiveness. 
(Age 9–11)

LAUREN WOLK
BEYOND THE BRIGHT SEA
CORGI 2017 (PBK) 320PP £6.99 ISBN 9780552574303

This story is set in 1925 on the Elizabeth Islands, off Cape Cod, Massachusetts. The 
islands feature prominently throughout, in terms of their remoteness and beauty. The 
heroine of the story is strong, intelligent, independent Crow who was found, as a newborn 
baby, by Osh. Crow is anxious to learn of her past and explores questions of identity, 
family, love and betrayal. These clues form a mystery that runs through the entire novel. 
This is a beautifully written and thought-provoking story. (Age 9–11, 12–14)

 

CHLOE DAYKIN
THE BOY WHO HIT PLAY
FABER & FABER 2018 (PBK) 336PP £6.99 ISBN 9780571326785

Twelve years after he was found wrapped in a newspaper as a baby, YouTuber Elvis sets off 
on a quest with his dad and friend to discover where he comes from. The journey takes 
on a darker edge when it becomes clear that someone is determined to force them to turn 
back. Filled with eccentric characters, this book reminds us to be ourselves no matter what 
others think and handles the subject of a person finding their birth parents in a caring and 
sensitive manner. (Age 12–14)

 
KATHERINE WEBBER
WING JONES
WALKER BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 384PP £7.99 ISBN 9781406369090

Wing Jones idolises her big brother Marcus, but he’s everything she isn’t: good-looking, 
athletic and popular. But when tragedy strikes, calling everything she ever knew into 
question, Wing comes into her own and discovers strengths and talents she never knew she 
had. Wing Jones is a gorgeous début, a sensitive exploration of family ties, love and identity 
and what it really means to grow up, with a diverse cast of characters that will stay with 
you long after you’ve turned the last page. (12–14)



MAL PEET illustrated by EMMA SHOARD 
THE FAMILY TREE
BARRINGTON STOKE 2018 (PBK) 72PP £7.99 ISBN 9781781128053

Peet’s emotionally charged book is not one that will be easily forgotten. It is a story of 
family, specifically the breakdown of young Benjamin’s family. When Benjamin returns 
to his childhood home and sees the derelict state of his father’s old treehouse, he recounts 
to us the story of how his parents’ marriage broke down in the simplest yet elegant prose. 
Shoard’s watercolour illustrations capture the tone of the story perfectly. (Age 12–14, YA)

 

ROBIN BENWAY
FAR FROM THE TREE
SIMON & SCHUSTER 2018 (PBK) 384PP £7.99 ISBN 9781471164330

When sixteen-year-old Grace gives up her baby for adoption, she decides to search for her 
biological mother – a search that leads her to two half-siblings she never knew existed. 
The newly acquainted siblings bond as they help each other through some difficult 
personal and family issues. Although the book covers heavy issues such as teen pregnancy, 
alcoholism, adoption and fostering, Benway’s story is heartwarming, emotional and 
sometimes quite funny. (YA)

 
SARAH CARROLL
THE GIRL IN BETWEEN
SIMON & SCHUSTER 2017 (PBK) 256PP £6.99 ISBN 9781471160622

‘I’m invisible. Ma says I’m supposed to be so the Authorities don’t get me.’ The opening 
lines of this novel make you realise that this girl and her mum don’t lead an ordinary life. 
Theirs is a life lived on the streets, but full of imagination, with the descriptions of the 
‘Castle’ where they live. This is a story of homelessness, but also the importance of family. 
An incredibly moving novel that doesn’t shy away from dealing with difficult issues. (YA)

 
SUSIN NIELSEN
WE ARE ALL MADE OF MOLECULES
ANDERSEN PRESS 2015 (PBK) 336PP £10.99 ISBN 9781783443437

Like it or not, Stewart and Ashley have just become siblings, as part of a newly formed 
blended family. This excellent book deals with tough subjects such as bullying, 
homophobia, bereavement and pressure to have underage sex, interspersed with plenty of 
laugh-out-loud moments. Stewart’s rational, problem-solving way of looking at the world 
is contrasted with Ashley’s often superficial views. The alternating narrators kept the 
momentum all through the book. You’ll be completely hooked from page one! (YA)
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