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About Children’s Books Ireland 
At Children’s Books Ireland, we bel ieve that ever y 
chi ld should have access to the joy of reading, 
regardless of their circumstances . Our mission 
is to make books central to ever y chi ld ’s l ife 
on the is land of Ireland. We work with famil ies , 
teachers , l ibrar ies , publishers and communities 
al l  across the is land to get books into chi ldren’s 
hands and to inform adults who can make a big 
impact on their reading. We advocate for the 
changes Ireland needs to grow a new generation 
of readers , and we support ar tists so that they 
can make excellent work for chi ldren and young 
people. S ign up to our newsletter to stay in touch!

childrensbooksireland.ie
#EveryChildAReader

 @KidsBooksIrel

 @kidsbooksirel

 @childrensbooksireland

 Children’s Books Ireland

About this themed book list
This is a curated l ist of t it les our expert reviewers 
recommend under the assigned theme. It is by no 
means an exhaustive l ist and we have tr ied, where 
possible, to include a spread across age ranges and 
genres under the theme. Our pol icy is to include 
tit les dating from f ive years to date in English 
and ten years to date in the Ir ish language. Any 
tit les by an Ir ish author, i l lustrator, publisher 
or in the Ir ish language wil l  be denoted with a 
shamrock. After init ial  publication, these l ists wi l l 
be revis ited annually and updated with new tit les 
where suitable. Go to childrensbooksireland.ie for 
more themed book l ists and resources .
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MELANIE WALSH 
GOODBYE GRANDMA 
WALKER BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 40PP £7.99 ISBN 9781406359954

Parents and teachers often struggle to explain the difficult concept of death in a way that 
children can understand. With great sensitivity, this lift-the-flap book helps a young 
boy cope with the death of Grandma and learn to remember the happy times they had 
together. Goodbye Grandma effectively tackles the fears young children have surrounding 
the death of someone close. The vivid illustrations beautifully complete the simple text, 
making this book an excellent addition to any bookshelf or school library. (Age 0–4)

JENN BAILEY illustrated by MIKA SONG 
A FRIEND FOR HENRY 
CHRONICLE BOOKS 2019 (HBK) 32PP £11.99 ISBN 9781452167916

This book tells the story of Henry, a young autistic boy, as he navigates the population 
of Classroom 6 throughout his day at school. He wants to make a friend, and the story 
takes the reader along with him, while Mika Song’s soft and simple illustrations mirror 
the empathic, child-friendly tone of the book. Compassionate, and never didactic, this 
is a story about the human experience, that need for connection and understanding. A 
respectful and hopeful book that values Henry for who he is. (Age 2–4)

 

MARIE-LOUISE FITZPATRICK 
THE NEW KID 
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781444908190

This imaginative book deals with the scary business of making new friends. It doesn’t 
matter if you are the new kid on the block or part of the local gang, it’s always tricky 
territory. At first Ellie seems strange and different and the others are wary, but she can 
make up brilliant games and she’s fun. Fitzpatrick’s beautiful illustrations and rich tonal 
palette add further nuances to the central themes, culminating in scenes of great energy, 
life and movement as new friendships are successfully negotiated. (Age 2–4)

ROSE ROBBINS 
ME AND MY SISTER 
SCALLYWAG PRESS 2020 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781912650231

The story of two siblings that experience the world differently. Embracing the perspective 
of a young boy who gives us a little insight on what life is like with an autistic sibling. This 
story shows the highs and lows, acknowledging that there can sometimes be difficult days 
while also celebrating the strong bond shared between siblings. It educates young readers 
on various emotions and reminds them that everyone is different. ‘Me and my sister are 
very different, but we love each other just the same,’ concludes our narrator. (Age 2–4)



JOSEPH COELHO illustrated by FIONA LUMBERS 
LUNA LOVES LIBRARY DAY 
ANDERSEN PRESS 2018 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781783445950

Luna loves reading books and her weekly visit to the library with her dad. The text conveys 
the complex message of a family staying close while living apart. Though Luna and her 
dad share a close bond, Luna wonders why Dad can’t be with her all the time. Coelho uses 
the ‘story within a story’ device, to explain this at a child’s level and The Troll King and 
the Mermaid Queen, does a good job of explaining how, even though families don’t always 
stay together, they can always stay loving. (Age 5–8)

CAITRÍONA HASTINGS maisithe ag ANDREW WHITSON  
Ó CHRANN GO CRANN  
AN tSNÁITHAID MHÓR 2011 (CRUA) 52LCH €10.99 ISBN 9780955227158 

Nuair a bhíonn ar Nia bogadh óna teach faoin tuath go teach eile sa bhaile mór, bíonn 
uirthi éalú óna saol iomlán agus a cairde, na préacháin, ag bun an ghairdín chomh maith. 
Ach, mar a fheicimid, is láidir an nasc í an cairdeas agus feicimid a cairde sciathánach ag 
leanúint Nia chun aire a thabhairt di. Pictiúrleabhar ársa, comhlíonta, álainn í Ó Chrann 
go Crann ina léiríonn Caitríona Hastings agus Andrew Whitson a sár-scileanna gan sárú 
mar scéalaithe agus mar ealaíontóirí. (Aois 5–8)

 

KATE MILNER  
IT’S A NO-MONEY DAY 
BARRINGTON STOKE 2019 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781781128817 

Mum works really hard, but sometimes there is no money left and no food in the 
cupboards. Today is one of those days. Mum feels ashamed to have to rely on the kindness 
of others, but her young daughter can only see the positives in everything they do on a 
‘no-money day’. Kate Milner’s book is a child’s eye view of everyday poverty in modern 
society, giving a sensitive insight into the necessity for food banks. A powerful read, hugely 
affecting and moving throughout. (Age 5–8)

ISABEL OTTER illustrated by KATIE REWSE  
THE GARDEN OF HOPE 
CATERPILLAR BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781848578906

Maya’s mum has passed away recently, so life feels like a bit of a mess. The house is 
untidy and the garden is neglected and overgrown. One afternoon, Dad tells Maya how 
important gardening was to her mother. Feeling inspired, Maya decides to start taking 
care of the garden. The book follows the garden’s transformation to a special place of 
beauty and hope for Maya and her dad. A reminder that hope can spring out of despair 
and that will resonate with children who have recently experienced grief. (Age 5–8)



FRANCESCA SANNA 
ME AND MY FEAR 
FLYING EYE BOOKS 2018 (HBK) 40PP £12.99 ISBN 9781911171539

A young girl has travelled to a new country with her little secret friend, Fear. But since 
they’ve arrived, Fear isn’t so little anymore. She starts a new school and Fear tells her to 
be alone and afraid. But then she meets a boy who also has a secret friend. When they 
share their fears, the world doesn’t seem like such a scary place; everyone has a secret fear. 
This heartwarming, hopeful story with its bold, vibrant illustrations relays a message of 
friendship and courage. (Age 5–8)

ADAM BARON 
BOY UNDERWATER 
HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 256PP £6.99 ISBN 9780008267018

After his inability to swim and his bum are exposed to his entire school, Cymbeline 
Igloo thinks his life is over. Then Mum starts acting odd and ends up in hospital, leaving 
Cymbeline gluing the pieces of his past together. What’s up with Mum? Why won’t she 
talk about Dad? Why was Cymbeline never taught to swim? Emotional and humourous, 
this story doesn’t shy away from dealing with tough issues like mental health, growing-up 
and how relationships with friends and family aren’t always so simple. (Age 9–11)

 
EMMA DONOGHUE illustrated by CAROLINE HADILAKSONO 
THE LOTTERYS PLUS ONE 
MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 320PP £6.99 ISBN 9781509803200

The Lottery family consists of two dads, two moms, and seven children. Life is chaotic 
but full of fun. When a grandpa the children have never met comes to live with the family 
due to illness, Sumak is determined to make him welcome – however, ‘Grumps’ quickly 
manages to cause ructions! Brimming with diversity, there is sure to be a character every 
reader can relate to in this book. A story that captures the true meaning of family and 
touches on themes of adoption and dementia. (Age 9–11)

 
RODDY DOYLE illustrated by CHRIS JUDGE 
BRILLIANT 
MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 256PP £6.99 ISBN 9781447248774

Brilliant is beautifully written, with a lot of heart. This completely original story is fairy 
tale-like, yet is underpinned by the important theme of depression. Based in Dublin, 
it looks at issues facing many families who are struggling during the recession. It is a 
sometimes funny story, as you’d expect, but also helps kids make sense of what happened 
in Ireland and the impact of a recession. With striking and evocative images by Chris 
Judge, Brilliant is not only a joy to read but a very important work. (Age 9–11)



ALAN DURANT  
CLOWNFISH 
WALKER BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 224PP £6.99 ISBN 9781406374629 

When his father dies of a heart attack, Dak is convinced that he’s turned into the little 
Nemo Clownfish at the local aquarium and so spends every day helping out there, just so 
that he can chat to his dad. This touching, quirky story explores grief and its often strange 
manifestations. Written over eighteen years, and dedicated to his own father, Durant’s 
book is a labour of love. Dak is a lovable hero, bravely taking on the responsibility of 
caring for his grief-stricken mum, while processing his own feelings. (Age 9–11)

KAREN McCOMBIE illustrated by CATHY BRETT 
HONEY AND ME 
BARRINGTON STOKE 2015 (PBK) 64PP £6.99 ISBN 9781781124758

Kirsten’s facing a rough time, she’s trying to fit in at secondary school and her parents 
keep arguing. Feeling alone and constantly worried, Kristen turns to her old friend Honey 
for help. They haven’t spoken in ages, but they’re ‘forever friends’ and nothing will change 
that. Because Honey isn’t like other girls and she has a secret. A lovely dyslexia friendly 
read touching on issues of fitting in, learning to cope with difficult emotions and divorce. 
(Age 9–11)

 
KATE SCOTT 
JUST JACK 
PICCADILLY PRESS 2018 (PBK) 208PP £5.99 ISBN 9781848126244

After several moves, Jack’s figured out how to fit in at each new school, even if that means 
disguising his true feelings. Now he’s met Tyler – wacky, inventive and definitely not 
afraid to stand out – he feels like he might have a true friend, but isn’t it easier just to hide 
the real Jack? After all, maybe if he was easier to be around his dad wouldn’t have left ... 
Humour, warmth and an ear for authentic kids’ dialogue make this an absolute joy to 
read. (Age 9–11)

LARA WILLIAMSON 
A BOY CALLED HOPE 
USBORNE PUBLISHING 2017 (PBK) 304PP £5.99 ISBN 9781474922920

Daniel Hope has a lot of wishes. With help from his sister, Ninja Grace (not really a ninja), 
Charles Scallybones (his vomit-acular dog) and Big Dave (his mum’s new boyfriend), Dan 
discovers that wishes sometimes come true in unexpected ways. Paradise Parade is home to 
plenty of colourful, endearing characters that will keep readers giggling, even when things 
don’t turn out the way Dan hopes. Illustrations and handwritten notes from Dan make 
this an engaging and fun read. (Age 9–11)



 
FANNY BRITT illustrated by ISABELLE ARSENAULT translated by 
CHRISTELLE MORELLI and SUSAN OURIOU  
LOUIS UNDERCOVER 
WALKER STUDIO 2019 (HBK) 160PP £17.99 ISBN 9781406378429 

‘You don’t need to be a rocket scientist to know that if my dad cries, it’s first and foremost 
because of the wine.’ Louis Undercover is the story of a boy coming to terms with his 
father’s addiction and his parents’ separation. In a family brimming with things unsaid, 
Louis’s capacity for understanding, healing and growth is explored with sensitivity and 
grace. Central to this story are Louis’s relationships to others, everything that follows 
stems from Louis’ resilience and hope. Tender, potent and endlessly enriching.  
(Age 12–14)

SARAH CARROLL 
THE GIRL IN BETWEEN 
SIMON & SCHUSTER 2017 (PBK) 228PP £6.99 ISBN 9781471160622

This book has an intriguing and strong voice, a main character whose language is rich 
with pure and authentic Dublin-speak, and some witty and charming turns of phrase. The 
unnamed young protagonist tells her own story, full of imagery typical of a country rising 
from the wreckage of recession. It presents an original and fresh perspective on poverty 
and homelessness amid construction cranes, shiny new apartments and hi-tech businesses. 
(Age 12–14)

 
LINDSAY EAGAR 
HOUR OF THE BEES 
WALKER BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 368PP £7.99 ISBN 9781406368154

Forced to return to her grandfather’s dusty ranch to help him transition to assisted living, 
Carol is dreading a long summer of boredom. However, although Serge’s mind is slowly 
being claimed by dementia, his magical stories capture Carol’s imagination and teach her 
an important lesson about honouring her roots and being true to herself. An emotional 
coming-of-age tale, Eagars debut is a story that reminds us of the importance of making 
the most of life, regardless of what we fear. (Age 12–14)

 
LISA WILLIAMSON 
PAPER AVALANCHE 
DAVID FICKLING BOOKS 2020 (HBK) 260PP £7.99 ISBN 9781910989975

Ro Snow lives a strictly regimented life. She has no friends, certainly no boyfriend and 
never any visitors. It’s the only way she knows to keep her secret. But when Tanvi Shah 
comes back into her life, Ro quickly begins to lose control. And if she’s losing control, 
there’s no one to look after Bonnie, her mother. Williamson writes with an insight and a 
compassion that is as refreshing as it is compelling. Ro stands at the centre of the story, 
vulnerable, captivating and utterly relatable. (Age 12–14)



SARA BARNARD 
GOODBYE, PERFECT 
MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 320PP £7.99 ISBN 9781509852864

Eden and Bonnie have been best friends forever, but their relationship is pushed to its 
limits when Bonnie runs away with a young teacher from their school. Eden decides 
to keep Bonnie’s secret, but for how long? Barnard depicts young love, familial bonds 
and female friendship perfectly. This novel teaches important lessons about the balance 
between loyalty to friends and doing what is right, yet doesn’t speak down to readers. A 
masterclass in how teen realism should be written. (YA)

 
BRIAN CONAGHAN  
THE WEIGHT OF A THOUSAND FEATHERS 
BLOOMSBURY YA 2019 (PBK) 368PP £10.99 ISBN 9781408871546

Life is arduous and complex for Bobby, the novel’s seventeen-year-old narrator. His 
mother, Anne, is dying from MS and he is her carer, in addition to looking after his 
younger brother who has intellectual difficulties. This book illuminatingly combines 
gravity and hilarity, as exemplified by the exchanges between Bobby and his mum, where 
pain and desperation are made more bearable through the characters’ deprecating banter. 
A powerfully evoked portrayal of the love, depth and capability of the young, qualities 
that equip them wonderfully for the adult world. (YA)

JENNY DOWNHAM 
UNBECOMING 
DAVID FICKLING BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 440PP £7.99 ISBN 9781910989029

Katie is reliable and predictable, and though one impulsive move has backfired, she is ready 
for the ‘unordinary’. Enter a stranger, Mary, the unconventional maternal grandmother 
whose heedless and ‘unbecoming’ behaviour has resulted in misunderstandings and 
heartache across generations. As Katie tries to make sense of Mary’s increasingly rambling 
stories, she uncovers the secrets that have affected the extended family. If Mary lacked 
judgement, she never once lacked courage – can she now inspire her daughter and 
granddaughter to live more satisfying and less restricted lives? (YA)

SUSIN NIELSEN 
WE ARE ALL MADE OF MOLECULES 
ANDERSEN PRESS 2016 (PBK) 336PP £7.99 ISBN 9781783443765

Like it or not, Stewart and Ashey have just become siblings, as part of a newly formed 
blended family. This excellent book deals with tough subjects such as bullying, 
homophobia, bereavement and the pressure to have underage sex, interspersed with plenty 
of laugh-out-loud moments. Stewart’s rational, problem-solving way of looking at the 
world is contrasted with Ashley’s often superficial views. The alternating narrators kept the 
momentum all through the book. (YA)
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