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AGE RANGE 9–14



HOLLY BLACK illustrated by TONY DITERLIZZI
THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES
SIMON & SCHUSTER 2003 (HBK) 144PP £7.99 ISBN 9781471174940

Identical twins Simon and Jared and sister Mallory discover an old book entitled Arthur 
Spiderwick’s Field Guide to the Fantastical World. The crumbling book, which details 
the habits and habitats of faeries, draws Jared deep into ‘a strange world of forest and 
stream’, a world of nixies, pixies, brownies and other faerie creatures. The fantastical 
world of these chronicles is all the more compelling because the children who enter it 
must also deal with ‘real-life’ problems such as bullying and the breakdown of their 
parents’ relationship. A thoroughly enjoyable start to a five-book-series. (Age 9–11)

EOIN COLFER
THE FOWL TWINS 
HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2019 (HBK) 432PP £14.99 ISBN 9780008324810 
Meet Myles and Beckett Fowl, who are about to dive into a world of trouble. Tiny trolls, 
interrogating nuns and scheming dukes are just some of the treats awaiting both new 
and veteran fans of the Artemis Fowl series. The novel is laugh-out-loud funny and filled 
with the same inventiveness that made the earlier Fowl books a hit. The great characters 
and fast pace make it easy to recommend for young readers who love adventure and 
magic. This book is many things, but it is far from fowl. (Age 9–11)

FRANK COTTRELL-BOYCE illustrated by STEVE LENTON 

RUNAWAY ROBOT
MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 272PP £12.99 ISBN 9781509851775

Cottrell-Boyce’s new book is set in a world run by artificial intelligence and tells the 
story of Alfie, a young boy who can’t clearly remember the accident where he lost his 
hand. As he tries to adjust to his new bionic prosthetic hand, a number of chance 
encounters lead to him meeting Eric, a large robot who is missing a leg. This is another 
heartwarming, original and funny story from Cottrell-Boyce, full of twists that wrap up 
in a neat and satisfying way in the end. (Age 9–11)

CRESSIDA COWELL
THE WIZARDS OF ONCE
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 384PP £7.99 ISBN 9781444936728

This whirlwind adventure series, from the creator of How to Train Your Dragon, 
combines action, adventure, humour and incredible artwork. Cowell creates a unique 
set of magical characters who will capture the reader’s imagination. In ancient forest-
covered Britain, Xar, a young wizard who wants to prove his magical worth, runs 
headlong into an odd-looking warrior called Wish. Xar and Wish must forget their 
differences if they’re going to make it to the dungeons at Warrior fort. Perfect for boys 
and girls who love fantasy adventure. (Age 9–11)



CATHERINE DOYLE
THE STORM KEEPER’S ISLAND
BLOOMSBURY CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 320PP £6.99 ISBN 9781408896884

Fionn and his sister are sent to stay with their eccentric grandfather on the remote 
island of Arranmore for the summer. Each generation, the island chooses a new Storm 
Keeper to wield its power and protect its magic from enemies. As Fionn’s grandfather 
steps down, the battle to become his heir unleashes an ancient war. Combining fantasy, 
adventure and myth, Doyle offers a gripping plot, an immersive setting and charming 
characters. This is the start of a fantastic new series set in Ireland. (Age 9–11) 

 
ABI ELPHINSTONE
THE DREAMSNATCHER
SIMON & SCHUSTER 2015 (PBK) 288PP £6.99 ISBN 9781471122682

Moll Pecksniff has always been haunted by nightmares. These recurring dreams are 
getting darker and stronger. It starts to feel like she is being dragged somewhere. But 
there is more to Moll than she realises. There is a prophecy that indicates she and her 
wildcat Gryff are the only ones who can fight back against the Dreamsnatcher’s dark 
sorcery. Full of mystery, magic and adventure, this stunning, fast-paced début is full of 
rich descriptive passages that bring both characters and setting to life. This is the first in 
a trilogy. (Age 9–11)

 
EMMA FISCHEL and CHRIS RIDDELL
WITCHWORLD
NOSY CROW 2014 (PBK) 272PP £6.99 ISBN 9780857634177

Witches are back with a bang in this new series, but this time they have spellsticks and 
skyriders instead of wands and brooms! Trainee witch Flo lives a very normal life with 
her mum and sister but when her grandma turns up, talking about an imminent ghoul 
attack, her world is turned upside down. Ghouls are meant to be extinct, but could Flo’s 
grandma be right? This fast-paced adventure is full of funny and touching moments.  
A cracking read and the first in a trilogy! (Age 9–11)

SHANE HEGARTY and JAMES DE LA RUE
DARKMOUTH 

HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 416PP £6.99 ISBN 9780007545612

For many years, all over the world, there have been Blighted Villages that are plagued 
by attacks from Legends – Minotaurs, Manticores and other similar creatures. Then 
there are the Legend Hunters who help stop these attacks by capturing Legends. But 
the attacks seem to have ceased everywhere except for the village of Darkmouth, where 
our reluctant hero Finn lives with his family. The first in a fast-paced action fantasy 
adventure series with a lot of humour that will appeal to boys and girls alike. (Age 9–11)



PÁDRAIG KENNY
POG
CHICKEN HOUSE 2019 (PBK) 280PP £6.99 ISBN 9781911490395

David and Penny have started life afresh after a family tragedy; but their new beginning 
isn’t without its ties to the past. Moving from London to their mother’s childhood home 
in an unusual forest, they find their neighbours are of the magical variety – and not all 
of them are good. Thankfully, they meet Pog Lumpkin, one of the furry little First Folk 
and a protective friend. A heartfelt story of loss, loneliness and renewal, populated with 
tenderly written characters and a healthy dose of hope. (Age 9–11)

 
CELINE KIERNAN
THE WILD MAGIC TRILOGY:  
BEGONE THE RAGGEDY WITCHES
WALKER BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 288PP £6.99 ISBN 9781406366020

Mup is having a bad night. Her beloved aunty has died and a coven of witches has 
nabbed her father. This means a suitably bizarre quest for Mup (and her mam, baby 
brother and dog) to find him in an enchanted otherworld where crows talk in rhyme 
and magic is banned. The headstrong Mup is a winsome guide through the earthy, 
faintly pagan Witches Borough, and the prose holds a potent spookiness that will 
enchant the reader beyond the last page and onto the next in the series. (Age 9–11)

 
DEREK LANDY
SKULDUGGERY PLEASANT
HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2007 (PBK) 398PP £6.99 ISBN 9780007241620

A magnificent mix of action, magic, horror, mystery, murder and a dash of humour! 
Skulduggery Pleasant, is a wise-cracking, sophisticated, well dressed magician and 
detective, who also happens to be a skeleton! Accompanied by his assistant, twelve-year-
old Stephanie, Skulduggery and his allies must prevent an evil sorcerer from unleashing 
a weapon of terrible power on the world. The thrilling pace of the action and the  
sense of danger never let up in this first instalment of an original and memorable 
twelve-book-series. (Age 9–11)

CHRIS RIDDELL
THE CLOUD HORSE CHRONICLES: GUARDIANS OF MAGIC
MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2019 (HBK) 334PP £12.99 ISBN 9781447277996

In the Kingdom of Thrynne, fairy tales don’t have happy endings and magic is 
forbidden. This means it is dangerous to Zam, Phoebe and Bathsheba – but they are 
the ones being called on to protect it against those who would use it for their own 
ends. Chris Riddell’s imaginative prose is matched only by his glorious two-colour 
illustrations, which bring his characters and their surroundings effortlessly to life. 
Exhilarating and original, this marks the beginning of an intriguing new fantasy trilogy. 
(Age 9–11)



JESSICA TOWNSEND
NEVERMOOR: THE TRIALS OF MORRIGAN CROW
ORION CHILDRENS BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 384PP £6.99 ISBN 9781510103825

Morrigan Crow has been apologising for being alive for all of her eleven years. All 
children born on Eventide, the unluckiest day of the year, are ill-fated and cursed to 
die – but fate has different plans for Morrigan Crow, and, as the clock strikes midnight, 
she's whisked away by a remarkable man called Jupiter North and taken to the secret 
city of Nevermoor. There she's invited to join the Wundrous Society. Mystery, magic 
and protection are hers – if only she can pass four impossible trials. A brilliant series. 
(Age 9–11)

 
DOMINIQUE VALENTE
STARFELL: WILLOW MOSS AND THE LOST DAY
HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2019 (HBK) 287PP £12.99 ISBN 9780008308391

Willow is the youngest in a family of powerful witches. But while her sisters are famous 
for their explosive powers, Willow’s talent is limited to finding things that are lost. 
Overshadowed by her formidable siblings (there’s nothing glamorous about finding your 
neighbour’s pungent socks), Willow is as surprised as anyone when renowned witch 
Moreg Vaine comes to her seeking help. What follows is a whimsical and exciting quest, 
complete with grumpy cat-monsters and a lovable dragon. This is a beautifully written 
book. (Age 9–11)

 
PSEUDONYMOUS BOSCH
BAD MAGIC
USBORNE PUBLISHING 2015 (PBK) 384PP £6.99 ISBN 9781409587682

Clay is a self-sufficient twelve-year-old whose life is turned upside down by a series of 
mysterious events, which result in Clay being sent to an island with other misfits, where 
nothing is as it seems. Clay embarks on an adventure to uncover the secrets of the island 
and finds himself on a journey of discovery, in more ways than one. Bad Magic is a fun, 
page-turning, magical mystery that is sure to thrill and engage young readers. This is 
the first in a trilogy. (Age 9–11, 12–14)

EOIN COLFER
WARP: THE RELUCTANT ASSASSIN
PUFFIN 2014 (PBK) 336PP £6.99 ISBN 9780141341743

A tense, exciting thriller that grips the reader from the very first page, is the first in 
a trilogy. In a murky room in Victorian London a young boy called Riley is about to 
commit a heinous crime when he is saved by a sudden collision of time that projects 
him into the present day. There he must win over the cynical young FBI agent Chevron 
Savano – a bit of a tear-away herself – and both must escape the time bending pursuit of 
the evil illusionist Garrick who is hot on Riley’s trail. As you would expect from Colfer, 
the pace is fast, the dialogue crackles and the scenes are full of atmosphere.  
(Age 9–11, 12–14)



FRANCES HARDINGE
A FACE LIKE GLASS
MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2012 (PBK) 512PP £7.99 ISBN 9781509868131

In Caverna, an underground city bristling with intrigue and treason, lives orphan 
Neverfell Grandible, apprentice cheesemaker, DIY genius and blunderer extraordinaire. 
Faced with sneaky assassins and equally sinister admirers, Neverfell needs all her wits 
to suss out friend from foe. Hardinge manifests her amazing talent for world-building 
detail. The plot is gripping, the characters very engaging. While not a series, other titles 
by Frances Hardinge will also be of interest. (Age 9–11, 12–14)

MAILE MELOY illustrated by IAN SCHOENHERR
THE APOTHECARY
ANDERSEN PRESS 2012 (PBK) 368PP £6.99 ISBN 9781849395069

Fourteen-year-old Janie is not happy that her family has had to move from California to 
London. Postwar 1950s Britain is a gloomy place until she makes friends with a strange 
boy at her new school – Benjamin, the apothecary’s son. With an inventive plot that 
hinges on the use of alchemical elixirs, Janie and her new friends are soon in a tense 
race against time to prevent nuclear disaster. A magical novel with surreal and evocative 
illustrations. (Age 9–11, 12–14)

DAVE RUDDEN
KNIGHTS OF THE BORROWED DARK
PUFFIN 2016 (PBK) 368PP £6.99 ISBN 9780141356600

Denizen Hardwick thinks his life at Crosscaper Orphanage is pretty mundane and 
there aren’t many surprises. His world turns upside down when he is whisked away by 
a mysterious aunt and he learns that shadows can be doors – where things come in and 
out of the living darkness. Denizen soon discovers he’s one of the knights tasked with 
keeping the darkness at bay. Through richly descriptive text, Rudden creates a dark, fast-
paced fairy tale of a frightening world in a trilogy, where terrifying dangers seep towards 
the light. (Age 9–11, 12–14)

JONATHAN STROUD
LOCKWOOD & CO: THE SCREAMING STAIRCASE
DOUBLEDAY 2013 (PBK) 480PP £7.99  ISBN 9780552566780

Fans of Stroud’s Bartimaeus series will know what a new series by this author means – 
and new readers are in for a treat. Lockwood & Co. is a new departure for Stroud with 
a darker, murkier world than Bartimaeus – it’s a book about a Psychic Investigation 
Agency to begin with! Stroud is one of the smartest and most talented writers around –  
and in Lockwood & Co he builds a rich, twisted and intricate world. Be ready for lots of 
humour and some very creepy moments. You’re going to be hooked!  
(Age 9–11, 12–14)
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