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SOPHY HENN
BAD NANA: OLDER NOT WISER
HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2018 (HBK) 152PP £8.99 ISBN 9780008268053

Jeanie’s Bad Nana is an absolute delight. Entirely filled with mischief and lemon 
sherbets, this twinkly-earring- and glittery-turban-wearing grande dame is not one 
to be trifled with. Whether dealing with power-mad park attendants or furious 
local historians, she always comes out on top. Expressive use of fonts alongside witty 
illustrations in pink, black and white make this chapter book perfect for emerging 
readers. While main characters are illustrated as white, classmates and community 
members of diverse ethnicities abound. A tremendously fun series! (Age 5–8)

PHIL EARLE illustrated by STEVE MAY
SUPERDAD’S DAY OFF
BARRINGTON STOKE 2017 (PBK) 94PP £6.99 ISBN 9781781126844

Stanley’s dad is a superhero. But saving the world every day is so tiring he can hardly 
keep his eyes open! On his day off they head to the park, where Stanley is determined 
to let his dad rest. While his dad snoozes Stanley takes over, bravely battling with 
panthers, monster trucks and flooded houses, emerging as a hero in his own right. This 
book is packed with action and the illustrations are gorgeous – quirky, funny, dynamic 
and full of character. A wonderful, enjoyable romp. (Age 7–9)

 
 
ANDY GRIFFITHS illustrated by TERRY DENTON
THE 13-STOREY TREEHOUSE
MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 248PP £5.99 ISBN 9781447279785

Crazy, zany, cool, weird, laugh-out-loud funny: all those adjectives apply in this case. If 
you have a reluctant reader or a struggling reader, this series will be perfect. It is filled 
with illustrated adventures – man-eating sharks, a giant mutant mermaid-sea-monster, a 
shrinking/enlarging machine, a laboratory and two daft characters, one of whom relates 
the story in words and the other in pictures. Add in puzzles, jokes and ample references 
to junk-food, and seven-year-olds will be absorbed (and giggling) for ages. (Age 7–9)

SWAPNA HADDOW illustrated by SHEENA DEMPSEY
DAVE PIGEON
FABER & FABER 2016 (PBK) 160PP £5.99 ISBN 9780571323302

Follow Dave Pigeon and his sidekick Skipper while they face their nemesis, Mean Cat. 
The two friends hatch various mad-cap plans to engineer his departure from the house 
of a kind Human Lady so they can take his place and live in biscuit-y nirvana. The first 
in a series, this is a funny, quirky and fast-paced book, with a cliffhanger ending. Sheena 
Dempsey’s illustrations really enliven the book and break up the text for less experienced 
readers. A brilliant start to a fun series. (Age 7–9)



A.F. HARROLD illustrated by SARAH HORNE
FIZZLEBERT STUMP AND THE BEARDED BOY
BLOOMSBURY CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2013 (PBK) 272PP £5.99 ISBN 9781408835210

A boy putting his head in a lion’s mouth sounds impressive enough to wow your average 
circus crowd. But when Fizzlebert Stump meets the Barboozle family and their amazing 
magical beards, he suspects his daring act has been trumped. And when the lion’s 
rubber dentures disappear, young Fizz smells a rat. Could some bearded skulduggery be 
at work? This series delights with its intimate, chatty narration and off-the-wall, lovable 
characters brought to the page by energetic black and white sketches. (Age 7–9)

 
LOU KUENZLER illustrated by KIRSTEN COLLIER
SHRINKING VIOLET: THE INCREDIBLE SHRINKING GIRL
SCHOLASTIC 2012 (PBK) 224PP £5.99 ISBN 9781407181516

Violet Potts is a happy-go-lucky tomboy until one day, to her surprise, she shrinks to the 
size of a mouse. She soon realises her new tiny size might have some advantages as she 
has a mystery to solve and her grandmother’s good name to clear. The book is designed 
with different fonts and quirky illustrations that give a great liveliness to the text. This is 
a fantastically funny story with great characters, especially fearless Violet. (Age 7–9)

JOANNA NADIN
PENNY DREADFUL IS A MAGNET FOR DISASTER
USBORNE PUBLISHING 2011 (PBK) 144PP £4.99 ISBN 9781409526728

Join Penny and her faithful friend Cosmo on their antics and mischief in the start 
of a great new series. Penny causes mayhem wherever she goes despite her many 
brilliant ideas. Anything that can go wrong will go wrong, especially when using silent 
strimmers, superglue, Jedi outfits and baby monitors. With lots of great illustrations and 
graphic text, and a full spectrum of odd and eccentric characters, Penny Dreadful is sure 
to make you laugh out loud! (Age 7–9)

DAVID O’DOHERTY illustrated by CHRIS JUDGE
DANGER IS EVERYWHERE:  
A HANDBOOK FOR AVOIDING DANGER
PUFFIN 2014 (PBK) 85PP £7.99 ISBN 9780141354156

Docter Noel Zone (that’s ‘Docter’, not ‘Doctor’) is the world’s first ‘Dangerologist’ and 
he wants to remove all danger from your life. He does this by pointing out the mind-
boggling hazards involved in ordinary activities, including being kidnapped by a giant 
eagle or accidentally being baked in a casserole. Filled with lots of utterly useless advice 
and daft illustrations, this is a ridiculous series with no educational value whatsoever. 
May cause laughter. Use gloves and goggles when handling. (Age 7–9)



ANDY STANTON illustrated by DAVID TAZZYMAN
MR GUM AND THE DANCING BEAR
EGMONT 2008 (PBK) £4.99 ISBN 9781405241793

This is the fifth book in the hilariously funny Mr Gum series and this time it involves 
a depressed dancing bear, a mad pirate captain and a hot-air balloon. The baddies are 
more evil and gross than ever, but Polly is up for the challenge. While spinning a totally 
eccentric and totally unpredictable plot, Stanton still manages to infuse his text with 
poetry, of the nonsensical kind of course. What a feat! What a treat! (Age 7–9)

 
 
STEVE WEBB illustrated by CHRIS MOULD
SPANGLES MCNASTY AND THE DIAMOND SKULL
ANDERSEN PRESS 2018 (PBK) 192PP £6.99 ISBN 9781783446384

Nothing catches the attention of troublesome pirates faster than something sparkly, 
priceless and legendary! So when the Sparkly Diamond Skull is the centrepiece of an 
exhibition in the Bitterly Museum, it draws the unwanted attention of dastardly villains. 
Spangles McNasty and his trusty sidekick Sausage-Face Pete will stop at nothing to get 
their hands on the priceless legendary hat. But local boy Freddie Taylor has a clever plan 
up his sleeve. Another romping, rollicking read, replete with hilarious illustrations, from 
the entertaining Spangles McNasty series. (Age 7–9)

JIM SMITH
BARRY LOSER: I AM NOT A LOSER
EGMONT 2012 (PBK) 238PP £5.99 ISBN 9781405260312

Barry Loser is out to prove that he is NOT a loser to his nemesis, Darren Darrenofski. 
Using his self-proclaimed genius, Barry embarks on a series of self-reinventions with 
disastrous and hilarious results. This book is just silly – in the best way possible. It keeps 
you giggling all the way through with its humorous text and lots of silly pranks and 
plenty of jokes about bodily functions, as well as a cartoon-style drawing on each page. 
(Age 7–9, 9–11)

FRANK COTTRELL-BOYCE illustrated by STEVEN LENTON
SPUTNIK’S GUIDE TO LIFE ON EARTH
MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 352PP £6.99 ISBN 9781529008814

When Prez meets Sputnik what he sees is a boy his own age with a backpack, a sporran 
and one big attitude. What the rest of the world sees, however, is a dog. That’s because 
Sputnik is an alien from outer space who has come to embark Prez on a mission to save 
the Earth from obliteration. A book about home, families, old age and, incidentally, 
laser sabres and mobility-scooter races, this is classic Cottrell-Boyce: zany, laugh-out-
loud funny and with a very strong emotional heart. (Age 9–11)



LAURA DOCKRILL
DARCY BURDOCK
CORGI 2013 (PBK) 288PP £6.99 ISBN 9780552566070

Darcy Burdock is ten (almost eleven) – is one of life's noticers. Curious, smart, funny 
and fiercely loyal, she sees the extraordinary in the everyday and the wonder in the 
world around her. She is best friend to Will, big sister to Poppy (who loves to dance) and 
Hector (who was more fun to dress up when he was a baby), owner of a pet lamb called 
Lamb-Beth, and possessor of a vivid imagination. The text is liberally scattered with the 
stories and poems Darcy writes, which show wonderful imagination and are often very 
entertaining. Great fun! (Age 9–11)

LISSA EVANS
WED WABBIT
DAVID FICKLING BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 250PP £6.99 ISBN 9781910989449

Fidge has anger issues and hasn’t been able to give hugs since the death of her dad. She 
has landed in Wimbley Land accompanied by Graham, her anxious, pampered cousin. 
Before they re-emerge they must solve a series of cleverly orchestrated tasks and riddles 
that will empower them to become stronger, less anxious characters, better able to 
cope in the real world. Emotional issues such as loss, fear and anger are dealt with in a 
sensitive way, while creating a funny, heartwarming page turner. A modern classic.  
(Age 9–11)

 
MAZ EVANS
WHO LET THE GODS OUT?
CHICKEN HOUSE 2017 (PBK) 368PP £6.99 ISBN 9781910655412

Elliot’s mother is developing dementia and their home is drowning in debt. When 
Virgo, the Zodiac goddess, crash lands in his shed, Elliot’s life gets even more chaotic. 
After the pair accidentally release Thanatos, evil Daemon of Death, they turn to the 
Greek Olympians in the hope of saving both of their worlds. This action-packed comic 
adventure is full of witty in-jokes, zany characters and clever reworkings of myth. Evans 
skilfully combines realism and fantasy to offer a surprisingly fresh story. (Age 9–11)

POLLY FABER illustrated by SARAH JENNINGS
PONY ON THE TWELFTH FLOOR
WALKER BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 256PP £6.99 ISBN 9781406378450

Polly has dreamed of every possible way to get a pony. She’s pony-mad and wants 
nothing more than to prove herself showjumping at Olympia. She can almost hear 
the crowds go wild! So, imagine her delight when she finds a plump, friendly pony 
munching his way through the flapjacks at the local supermarket. Polly really should 
walk him down to the police station and report him. But this could be her ticket to 
fulfilling all her dreams. With a bit of drama and loads of laughs, this warm-hearted, 
hilarious story ticks all the boxes. (Age 9–11)



CHRISTINE HAMILL
THE BEST MEDICINE
LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 166PP €8.99 ISBN 9781910411513

Philip’s mum is acting much weirder than usual. What he doesn’t know is that she has 
been diagnosed with breast cancer and can’t bring herself to tell him. Between this, 
his first crush and avoiding the school bully, Philip could use some really good advice. 
Who better to write to than his all-time favourite comedy hero, Harry Hill! A highly 
recommended novel for everyone, but especially for someone experiencing a similar 
situation. A much-loved funny yet poignant story of family and friendship. (Age 9–11)

 
STEPHAN PASTIS
TIMMY FAILURE: NOW LOOK WHAT YOU’VE DONE
WALKER BOOKS 2014 (PBK) 304PP £6.99 ISBN 9781406360721

Fresh off his initial bestselling book in this series, comic strip creator Stephan Pastis 
returns to Total Failure Inc, the world’s worst detective agency which is made up 
of Timmy, a kid with unwarranted confidence in his sleuthing skills, and Total, his 
possibly imaginary polar bear. Their case: a school competition to find a missing 
globe, the prize: $500. A very funny book and coupled with plenty of Pastis’s witty 
illustrations, it’s a delight to see Total Failure Inc reopen their doors. (Age 9–11)

 
PHILIP REEVE
GOBLINS
MARION LLOYD BOOKS 2012 (PBK) 306PP £6.99 ISBN 9781407115276

There are goblins and there are Philip Reeve’s goblins. They’re the thickest, most brutish 
lot in the gobliverse, except for Skarper, who is runty and sly. Skarper sniffs a stirring of 
the magic that once set the devious Lych Lord on the throne of Clovenstone and now 
propels the kingdom of the Westlands into war. Reeve weaves his own inimitable magic 
in this clever, funny tale of trickery and valour. Peppered with wicked sketches of claws, 
teeth and tails, Goblins will delight young fantasy lovers. (Age 9–11)

DAVID SOLOMONS illustrated by LAURA ELLEN ANDERSON
MY BROTHER IS A SUPERHERO
NOSY CROW 2015 (PBK) 320PP £6.99 ISBN 9780857634795

By chance, Zack is granted amazing, out of this dimension superpowers and Luke, his 
comic book fanatic brother, is not pleased he missed out due to an ill-timed trip to the 
bathroom. However, they will need to work together to prevent the destruction of not 
one but TWO worlds. This début novel is very funny with some impressively geeky 
references and works well as a loving spoof of superhero origin stories. Combined with 
an exciting plot, the book is a marvel. (Age 9–11)
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