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NEILL CAMERON
MEGA ROBO BROS
DAVID FICKLING 2016 (PBK) 96PP £9.99 ISBN 9781910200834

Freddy and Alex are your run-of-the-mill brothers: they fight, they’re late for school, 
they read comics, they have friends … Except, of course, that they are robots and come 
with super powers. Adopted by a human family from a young age, the ‘boys’ get on with 
their lives until the day a mysterious baddy starts setting traps for them, deadly ones. 
This is an awesome comic book: fast-paced, exciting, funny and, incidentally, with a 
marvellous sense of ethnic, religious and gender diversity. Brilliant! (Age 5–8)

GARY NORTHFIELD
THE TERRIBLE TALES OF THE TEENYTINYSAURS!
WALKER BOOKS 2013 (PBK) 80PP £8.99 ISBN 9781406333268

The Terrible Tales of the Teenytinysaurs! is a benchmark for children’s comics and stands 
up with many contemporary adult comics. It is a collection of beautifully illustrated 
stories following the hilarious adventures of a group of young dinosaurs that we can 
immediately relate to. They get up to all sorts of mischief, including climbing deep into 
the belly of a huge dinosaur. Northfield’s dip-pen style mixed with flat digital colours is 
a thing of beauty. (Age 5–8)

JOE TODD-STANTON
THE SECRET OF BLACK ROCK
FLYING EYE BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 40PP £6.99 ISBN 9781911171744

The Secret of Black Rock is an adventurous story about a girl who loves the sea and wants 
to discover more about the intriguing Black Rock. This beautifully illustrated book is 
a mix of graphic novel and picturebook, touching on subjects such as defiance, courage 
and friendship, but underneath the surface, like Black Rock itself, it holds a gentle 
environmental message. The colour palette is stunning and the images from under the 
sea are dream-like. It’s a magical read. (Age 5–8)

NEILL CAMERON illustrated by KATE BROWN
TAMSIN AND THE DEEP
DAVID FICKLING BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 96PP £9.99 ISBN 9781910200773

After she was dragged into deep water during a bodyboarding accident, Tasmin 
surprises her family by returning a month later with a magic stick and (unbeknownst to 
her) a sinister sea creature in tow … A fun graphic novel from the superlative Phoenix 
comic, Tamsin and the Deep offers a winning heroine, humour and creepy adventure, 
aided by the vibrant artwork of Kate Brown, which has a suitably sun-soaked feel. 
Comic-book fans will want to dive straight into this one. (Age 9–11)



EOIN COLFER and ANDREW DONKIN illustrated by GIOVANNI RIGANO
ILLEGAL
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 144PP £10.99 ISBN 9781444931686

Illegal follows Ebo and his brother Kwame as they make a torturous journey from North 
Africa to seek a new life in Europe. This powerful and timely graphic novel offers a 
first-person perspective on the terrible obstacles faced by migrants and refugees merely 
to survive. Colfer and Donkin tell the story with empathy and understanding, refusing 
to shy away from grim realities. Rigano’s artwork perfectly complements the writing, 
his richly developed scenes conveying both quotidian detail and profound emotion. A 
deeply moving and incredibly important tale. (Age 9–11)

ALAN NOLAN
A MURDER CAN BE FATAL MYSTERY:  
DEATH BY CHOCOLATE
THE O’BRIEN PRESS 2011 (PBK) 80PP €7.99 ISBN 9781847172549

The first instalment in the Murder Can be Fatal comic-book series by Alan Nolan is a 
good old-fashioned whodunit that follows the bumbling Swiss detective, Marcel Petit-
Pois, and his long-suffering sidekick Tesla, the second smartest chimp in Europe, on an 
international manhunt. The pair are on the tail of a mysterious killer, The Chocolatier, 
whose weapon of choice is confectionery and who seems to bear a personal grudge 
against the famous detective. (Age 9–11)

 
VICTORIA JAMIESON
ROLLER GIRL
PUFFIN BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 240PP £7.99 ISBN 9780141378992

Although Astrid initially bemoans her mother’s ‘Evenings of Cultural Enlightenment’, 
the evening on which this story begins is a real gamechanger for our feisty protagonist. 
Not only does Roller Girl feature some tough fictional sportswomen, but it also depicts 
the trials and tribulations of teenage friendships. Brought to life by Jamieson’s vivid and 
engaging illustrations, interwoven with insights into Astrid’s imagination, this graphic 
novel is something unique. (Age 9–11)

 
LUKE PEARSON
HILDA AND THE BLACK HOUND
FLYING EYE BOOKS 2014 (PBK) 64PP £7.99 ISBN 9781911171072

Back for her fourth adventure, Hilda and her companion Twig encounter more 
extraordinary secrets and unusual creatures on the streets of Trolberg as the city cowers 
under the shadow of a terrifying menace. Hilda’s world is both strange and beautiful: a 
place that readers won’t want to leave! At times hilarious, grim and heartbreaking, this 
wonderfully drawn comic narrative is visually engaging, gloriously exciting and makes 
fabulously compelling reading. (Age 9–11)



LORENA ALVAREZ
NIGHTLIGHTS
NOBROW 2016 (HBK) 54PP £14.99 ISBN 9781910620137

This is an utterly beautiful book about imagination, insecurity and creativity. Sandy 
draws the tiny lights she sees in her bedroom at night, creating fantastical creatures and 
landscapes. When a new girl appears at her school who seems to admire her whimsical 
drawings, Sandy is pleased, as her work has never been complimented before. Indeed, 
her teachers see what she does as mere doodling and see her as failing to concentrate on 
lessons. However, the admiration comes at a price. (Age 8–10, 10–12)

 
ALEXIS DEACON
GEIS: A MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH
NOBROW 2016 (HBK) 96PP £15.99 ISBN 9781910620038

Chief Matarka lies dying and a contest to find her successor begins. Unbeknownst to 
the challengers, only one will be chosen, at a cost none of them can imagine. At the 
centre of the dreamlike narrative is the Kite Lord’s daughter, a girl who is infinitely 
more than she seems. Deacon’s signature softlined illustrations are filled with movement 
and emotion. The muted palette has the quality of a washed-out lithograph but is 
vibrant and compelling nonetheless. Geis is utterly original, deeply engaging and 
heartbreakingly beautiful. (Age 12–14)

NOELLE STEVENSON, GRACE ELLIS, SHANNON WATTERS 
illustrated by BROOKE A. ALLEN
LUMBERJANES VOL. 1: BEWARE THE KITTEN HOLY
BOOM! BOX 2015 (PBK) 128PP £10.99 ISBN 9781608866878

The Lumberjanes graphic novel series is about female friendship and set in a summer 
camp. However, undermining this so-far-so-ordinary description, it features shape-
shifters, gods, mysteries and yetis. In this volume, we meet Jo, April, Mal, Molly and 
Ripley, who come from a wide range of backgrounds and work together to achieve some 
of the Lumberjanes badges, including the Up All Night Badge, which leads them into 
an initial encounter with some vocal three-eyed wolves before further adventures.  
(Age 12–14)

SHAUN TAN
TALES FROM OUTER SUBURBIA
TEMPLAR 2009 (HBK) 98PP £12.99 9781840113136

Here are fifteen tales – some narrated almost entirely visually; others veer more towards 
being illustrated stories – each of which is set in the eponymous ‘outer suburbia’; a 
place, Tan says, which refers to a state of mind as much as a place, a locus which offers 
a ‘contrast between the mundane and the extraordinary’. Events common in suburbia 
occur: a foreign exchange student stays with a family, an irritable neighbour breaks toys 
that stray into her garden, a wedding with a strange angle to it and, less usually, the 
domestication of ballistic missiles! Every home, in suburbia and elsewhere, should have a 
copy of this. (Age 12–14)



ALEXANDER UTKIN translated by LAD MOROZOVA
GAMAYUN TALES BOOK 1: THE KING OF THE BIRDS
NOBROW 2018 (HBK) 72PP £12.99 ISBN 9781910620380

This is the first in what promises to be an exciting new series of comic books based on 
Russian folk tales by Alexander Utkin. Splendidly illustrated pages tell interweaving 
stories rich in mythic tropes and full of colour and dynamic action. The main story 
follows the King of Birds and the merchant who nursed him back to health after a great 
battle with the King of Animals as they embark on an adventure to gain the ultimate 
reward for the man’s kindness. Stylish and action packed. (Age 12–14)

FANNY BRITT illustrated by ISABELLE ARSENAULT
translated by CHRISTELLE MORELLI and SUSAN OURIOU
JANE, THE FOX & ME
WALKER BOOKS 2014 (HBK) 104PP £15.00 ISBN 9781406353044

Isolated by her ex-friends and self-conscious about her appearance, Hélène’s world is 
a grey and lonely place where her only solace is reading the story of another lonesome 
girl, Jane Eyre. Exiled to the Outcast Tent on her school trip, a chance meeting with a 
fox and a new friend sees colour finally seeps into her life. Arsenault’s illustrations are 
exquisite while the striking contrast between the greyness of Hélène’s world and the 
colour of Jane’s is reminiscent of the beacon of hope books can provide for anyone who, 
like Hélène, has ever felt alone. (Age 12–14, YA)

 
BESSORA illustrated by BARROUX translated by SARAH ARDIZZONE
ALPHA: ABIDJAN TO GARE DU NORD
THE BUCKET LIST 2016 (HBK) 212PP £16.99 ISBN 9781911370000

Hoping to be reunited with his family in Paris, Alpha embarks on the perilous journey 
from Côte d’Ivoire to Europe. Barroux’s illustrations capture the bleakness and constant 
danger, while brief flashes of colour remind us of the optimism and dreams of a better 
life that spur Alpha and so many others on. The power of this book is that it forces us to 
listen to the voice of just one migrant. After listening to just one, how can we not listen 
to the rest? (YA)

HAMISH STEELE
DEADENDIA: THE WATCHER’S TEST
NOBROW 2018 (PBK) 220PP £12.99 ISBN 9781910620472

Reluctant readers rejoice! Deadendia is a graphic novel with a superb storyline, 
exploding with inventive illustrations. Barney, the protagonist, works alongside his 
friend and his dog to overcome evil forces wreaking havoc on an amusement park – 
which happens to contain the gateway to hell. This text is suitable for anyone who likes 
to read fast-paced, eventful, all-inclusive stories, and may be appealing for young adults 
who identify as transgender or who feel unrepresented by the mainstream media.  
A requirement for all comprehensive libraries! (YA)
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