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123 IRELAND!

LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS 2019 (BOARD) 13PP €10.00 ISBN 9781912417377

Harps, hurleys, sheep and girls in Irish dancing costumes all turn up in various numbers
in Aoife Dooley’s 123 Ireland! but there are definitely zero snakes. Bright, glossy and (most
importantly) sturdy pages introduce the littlest readers to numbers using iconic symbols of
Ireland. Only an artist as talented as Dooley could get so much humour into so little text
and such simple but vivid illustrations. Numbers 0–10 have never been more Irish or more
fun! (Non-fiction, Age 0–2)

SARAH BOWIE

LET’S SEE IRELAND!
THE O’BRIEN PRESS 2016 (HBK) 32PP €12.99 ISBN 9781847177315

Molly, her parents and her cat, Mipsy, tour Ireland and see all the main sights, including
Dublin Zoo, the Giants’ Causeway and the Cliffs of Moher. Let’s See Ireland! is a
great introduction to some of Ireland’s most popular tourist destinations. The quirky
illustrations are full of joy and delight and the challenge to spot Mipsy on every page will
engage younger readers. A lovely production from end to end, this book would make a
wonderful gift for any child interested in learning about Ireland. (Age 0–4)

JOE BUTLER

MY FIRST BOOK OF GAA
THE O’BRIEN PRESS 2018 (BOARD) 18PP €8.99 ISBN 9781788490634

This cheerful board book introduces young readers to the very basics of gaelic football and
hurling. Photos of equipment and athletes are shown on block-coloured backgrounds, with
single-word descriptions included to explain the pictures. Both boys and girls are represented
and the pictures offer a good gender balance. Particularly appropriate for pre-literacy reading
level, the minimalist presentation is excellent for young children who are building their
vocabulary.Look out for others in the series, My First Book of Irish Vehicles and My First Book
of Irish Wildlife (coming in April 2020). (Non-fiction, Age 0–4)

NICOLA COLTON

A DUBLIN FAIRYTALE
THE O’BRIEN PRESS 2015 (HBK) 32PP €12.99 ISBN 9781847177742

Irish illustrator Nicola Colton’s début picturebook is a playful retelling of Little Red
Riding Hood set in Dublin, where trolls live under the Ha’penny Bridge and students can
get a degree in sorcery from Trinity College. The tone of this gentle and fun story matches
that of the visual text in which all manner of creatures appear at once friendly and very
stylish. A lovely way to (re)discover the Fair(y) City and an invitation to find magic round
every corner. (Age 0–4)

PETER DONNELLY

THE PRESIDENT’S SURPRISE
GILL BOOKS 2019 (HBK) 32PP £14.99 ISBN 9780717184811

It’s the president’s birthday and he’s nowhere to be seen! The latest in Peter Donnelly’s series
depicting a rather familiar head of state continues to provide smiles and a local flavour for
Irish readers. Cannily using characters from previous books and his beloved dogs, this book
once again presents the president as the adorable one of our imagination and affords plenty
of humorous nods towards adult readers too. Seek out Donnelly’s other two titles in the
presidential trilogy, The President’s Glasses and The President’s Cat. (Age 0–4)

TATYANA FEENEY

EVA AND THE PERFECT RAIN
THE O’BRIEN PRESS 2019 (HBK) 32PP €12.99 ISBN 9781847179784

Eva longs for the perfect rain to test out her new pink umbrella in this celebration of wet
weather that will strike a chord with Irish readers of all ages. This book is an entertaining
introduction to rainy-day vocabulary: Eva tests several varieties of rain, and the flyleaves
offer a further list of rain terminology alongside an Irish rain map. There is excellent
attention to character detail in Feeney’s minimalist illustrations, which focus the reader’s
attention on the essentials of Eva’s personality and priorities. (Age 0–4)

TADHG MAC DHONNAGÁIN maisithe ag JENNIFER FARLEY,
BRIAN FITZGERALD, TARSILA KRÜSE agus CHRISTINA O’DONOVAN

BLIAIN NA nAMHRÁN

FUTA FATA 2016 (CRUA) 68LCH €16.95 ISBN 9781910945216

Spreagtha ag na ceithre séasúir sonraíonn an teideal seo idir na sean amhráin agus rainn is
ansa agus amhráin nua-chumtha ag Tadhg Mac Dhonnagáin. Rinneadh taifead ar Bliain
na nAmhrán i gConamara agus tugann sé príomhpháirt do dhaltaí ó Scoil Sailearna,
Indreabhán, Co na Gaillimhe. Ag canadh chomh maith, tá Tadhg Mac Dhonnagáin agus
an t-amhránaí cáiliúil sean nós, Caitlín Ní Nualláin, a bhuaigh Corn Uí Riada 2016.
(Aois 3–7)

JULIETTE SAUMANDE illustrated by TARSILA KRÜSE

MY LITTLE ALBUM OF DUBLIN:
AN ENGLISH/IRISH WORDBOOK

THE O’BRIEN PRESS 2019 (HBK) 32PP €12.99 ISBN 9781847179982

Readers will delight in this beautifully illustrated picturebook as it transports us around
Dublin. It incorporates popular sites like Dublin Zoo, the River Liffey and Croke Park.
Each detailed page of the adventure combines both culture and language for a rich
learning experience. The map to help readers visualise the layout of the city, combined
with the vivid pictures, will likely make the book easy for anyone to understand,
regardless of language proficiency. Fit for curious minds and design-savvy parents alike.
(Non-fiction, Age 4+)

JOHN BURKE illustrated by FATTI BURKE

BRIAN BORU: THE WARRIOR KING
GILL BOOKS 2019 (HBK) 32PP €9.99 ISBN 9780717184569

The life and times of warrior king Brian Boru is effectively condensed into picturebook
form with charming spreads dominated by bold, graphic illustrations in earthy tones. The
brief but engaging text charts Brian’s journey from son to warrior, chieftain and king,
retelling exciting events and funny episodes. Expect pacts and feuds, raids and battles,
Vikings and invasions. The backmatter also contains further interesting facts and an
overall timeline. Look out for other historical figures in the series including; Granuaile,
Constance Markievicz and Tom Crean. (Non-fiction, Age 5+)

aithriste ag JOHN ÓG HIÚDAÍ NEIDÍ Ó COLLA maisithe ag KIM SHARKEY

MÓR AGUS MUILC

ÉABHLÓID 2019 (CRUA) 28LCH €12.00 ISBN 9780995611993

Scéal béaloidis ó Ghaoth Dobhair atá sa leabhar seo. Pléann an scéal le téama teibí an
bháis agus iarrachtaí éalú uaidh. Tugann Mór agus Muilc na cosa leo ag cur ceisteanna
ar charactair éagsúla eile faoin mbás. Tá reacaireacht chiorclach in insint an scéil leis an
léitheoir a mhealladh agus chun go rachaidh na ceisteanna móra i bhfeidhm ar an léitheoir
ar leibhéil éagsúla. Tá an-tuiscint ann do shuíomh an scéil agus tá an fharraige mar
chúlbhrat ag gach eachtra a thiteann amach ó thús deireadh. (Aois 5–8)

BEX SHELFORD

BE AN IRISH EXPLORER: AN ART JOURNAL AROUND IRELAND
GILL BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 64PP €9.99 ISBN 9780717183487

You don’t even have to leave home to be an Irish explorer with Bex Shelford’s wonderful
interactive art journal. From Newgrange to Bunratty, the Giants’ Causeway to the
Cliffs of Moher, curious and creative minds will be engaged in tasks such as drawing
secret gardens, learning county colours through a doodle game and creating comics.
Highlighting Ireland’s landmarks, the book also provides lots of fascinating facts.
Warning: even though recommended for rainy days, the spirit of adventure sparked may
lead to wanting to book a trip once they’re finished reading! (Non-fiction, Age 5+)

CELINA BUCKLEY

THE SALMON OF KNOWLEDGE
STARFISH BAY 2019 (HBK) 36PP £9.99 ISBN 9781760360702

A salmon swallows nine hazelnuts from a well of ancient wisdom. The wise elderly poet
Finnegas wants to be the first person to taste the salmon and gain the world’s knowledge
and secrets. Then along comes a young boy, Fionn, who wishes to be a warrior. This utterly
charming picturebook is a faithful rendition of the classic Irish legend. The expressive
collages shrewdly combine texture with colour and reward repeated contemplation by
revealing hidden details. It is an extremely impressive début from a talented author–
illustrator. (Age 5–8)

ANN CARROLL illustrated by DERRY DILLON

THE BOOLE SISTERS: A REMARKABLE FAMILY
POOLBEG PRESS 2017 (PBK) 48PP €4.99 ISBN 9781781998458

In the mid-nineteenth century George Boole, the first ever Professor of Maths at Cork
University, and his wife, Mary, had a family of five daughters. Mary shared George’s keen
interest in maths and education. Together, at a time when it was almost unheard of, they
raised their daughters to be educated, intelligent and completely remarkable. This book,
part of Poolbeg’s In a Nutshell series, gives a concise and exciting glimpse into their lives.
Inspirational reading for young history fans and a great introduction to the struggle for
women’s rights. (Age 5–8)

ERIKA MCGANN illustrated by LAUREN O’NEILL

THE NIGHT-TIME CAT AND THE PLUMP, GREY MOUSE:
A TRINITY COLLEGE TALE
THE O’BRIEN PRESS 2019 (HBK) 32PP €14.99 ISBN 9781847179456

A colourful romp through the grounds of Trinity College Dublin. Follow hungry cat Pangur
Bán as she chases her supper, a ‘grey and plump and oh so juicy’ mouse. Travelling through
the famous landmarks of the college, she encounters ghosts from throughout its long history
from Oscar Wilde to Jonathan Swift via Count Dracula and many more! With eye-catching
illustrations and simple text, the book serves as a gentle introduction to one of Dublin’s most
prominent institutions and some of our most celebrated literary figures. (Age 5–8)

SHONA SHIRLEY MACDONALD

THE POOKA PARTY

THE O’BRIEN PRESS 2018 (HBK) 32PP €14.99 ISBN 9781788490009

The Pooka is a shape-shifter who can turn himself into any creature. He lives in the
mountains where he mends things, dances and sings all alone. One day, the Pooka realises
he feels sad and lonely. So he plans a big party with cakes and music, inviting everyone he
knows. What fun they have … until those pesky goblins misbehave! The extraordinary,
atmospheric illustrations are filled with stunning detail, bringing life to the clear,
imaginative text. A joyous, magical tale – one to get lost in for hours. (Age 5–8)

SARAH WEBB illustrated by STEVE MCCARTHY

A SAILOR WENT TO SEA, SEA, SEA: FAVOURITE RHYMES
FROM A IRISH CHILDHOOD
THE O’BRIEN PRESS 2017 (HBK) 64PP €16.99 ISBN 9781847177940

This incredible and fun collection is the perfect companion to the 2014 book Sally Go
Round the Stars. Even more traditional childhood rhymes, songs and poems are joined by
the likes of Yeats, Joyce and even some contemporary children’s authors to make this a
truly memorable, must-have book. The illustrations are bright and lively, setting the mood
on each page. Here you will find ‘The Owl and the Pussy-Cat’, ‘Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear’
and, yes, ‘The Lake Isle of Innisfree’. Perfect to read and to share. (Poetry, Age 5–8)

JENNIFER FARLEY

ISLAND OF ADVENTURES: FUN THINGS TO DO ALL
AROUND IRELAND
THE O’BRIEN PRESS 2018 (HBK) 48PP £16.99 ISBN 9781847179715

Ireland is full of adventures! From deer spotting in Dublin to surfing in the Atlantic
Ocean, dancing at the Fleadh Cheoil to visiting a haunted house, many of the sights,
sounds and excitements of Ireland are presented in an easy-reading, informative and eyecatching way. The range of activities is varied and well chosen, highlighting interesting
and often-free places to visit. Vividly coloured illustrations add character and wit to a book
that will surely be referenced throughout the year by all in search of a little adventure.
(Non-fiction, Age 5–8, 9–11)

MICHAEL KELLY and MUIREANN NÍ CHÍOBHÁIN
illustrated by FATTI BURKE

GIY’S KNOW-IT-ALLMANAC

GIY 2019 (HBK) 104PP €25.00 ISBN 9780993042621

Following the year from January to December this book lays out the jobs and joys that
go into planting and reaping your own produce, or ‘Growing it Yourself’ (GIY). Each
month is logically laid out, but the calendar is laced with humour, the pages bulging
with trivia, and the tone informative, irreverent, and laugh-out-loud funny. Fatti Burke’s
illustrations are bold and beautiful, and the font choices are ideal in terms of packing
in a wheelbarrow-load of information without making the pages seem cluttered. Highly
recommended. (Non-fiction, Age 5–8, 9–11)
ROB MAGUIRE illustrated by AGA GRANDOWICZ

DR HIBERNICA FINCH’S COMPELLING COMPENDIUM
OF IRISH ANIMALS
LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS 2018 (HBK) 64PP €25.00 ISBN 9781910411940

Dr Hibernica is on a mission to educate people about the wonderful creatures that inhabit
this island, whether on land, sea or air. Taking us on a journey through some of the best
known, and some more unusual, animals found in Ireland, the fictional zoologist leaves no
rock unturned, blending facts and humour with magnificent drawings to create a nonfiction book like no other. Maguire’s authoritative yet gently humorous tone strikes just
the right balance, and Grandowicz’s exceptional illustrations elevate the text beautifully.
(Non-fiction, Age 5–8, 9–11)

TADHG MAC DHONNAGHÁIN agus JOHN RYAN
maisithe ag CARTOON SALOON

GUGALÍ GUG! 10 MBLIANA DÁTHEANGAC
FUTA FATA 2016 (HBK) 76LCH €18.95 ISBN 9781910945209

Seo cnuasach álainn dátheangach de rannta traidisiúnta do pháistí óga. Eisíodh an
cnuasach den chéad uair sa bhlian 2005 agus is leagan úr den bhuneagrán é an cnuasach
seo, ina bhfuil os cionn tríocha rann agus amhrán. Tá foclóir fairsing, maille le haithris
agus rithim le fáil sna rannta a mbainfidh páistí óga an-sult as. Cuireann na léaráidí go
mór le beocht agus bríomhaireacht na rannta. Áis luachmhar atá sa chnuasach, agus sa
dlúthdhiosca a thagann leis, don seomra ranga agus don bhaile araon. (Aois 6+)

JOHN BURKE illustrated by FATTI BURKE

HISTOROPEDIA

GILL BOOKS 2016 (HBK) 90PP £24.99 ISBN 9780717171132

Beginning with the Middle Stone Age and moving right through to the Sixties,
Historopedia charts 10,000 years of the story of Ireland: an impressive piece of time-travel
through years of battles, disasters, rebellions, but also myths, fashion, science and even
food! For kids trying to get to grips with the immensity of time or wondering what their
ancestors ate, wore, and fought for, this is the perfect introduction! Look out for others by
this talented father-and-daughter duo including Irelandopedia and Foclóiropedia. (Nonfiction, Age 8+)

KUNAK MCGANN

RED ROVER, RED ROVER!: GAMES FROM AN IRISH
CHILDHOOD (THAT YOU CAN TEACH YOUR KIDS)
THE O’BRIEN PRESS 2017 (HBK) 160PP £9.99 ISBN 9781847179463

Tip the Can, Donkey, Conkers, Musical Chairs, Concentration, Red Rover, Slaps …
McGann explains each game in beautifully clear language, and even provides strategy tips
and physical risk assessments. Her sense of joy is contagious, and her wry humour will
have grownups laughing out loud in between bouts of nostalgia. A practical instruction
manual, comedic slice of life, and important piece of social history all rolled into one, Red
Rover is a flawless execution of a great idea. (Non-fiction, Age 8+)

MÁIRE ZEPF maisithe ag SHONA SHIRLEY MACDONALD

AN FÉILEACÁN AGUS AN RÍ

FUTA FATA 2019 (CRUA) 48LCH €14.95 ISBN 9781910945483

Is athinsint é An Féileacán agus an Rí ar sheanscéal grá Éadaoin agus Mhír, scéal a cumadh
breis is míle bliain ó shin. Insíonn Zepf cúlra an scéil i réamhrá gairid. Luann sí nach
raibh aon stiúir ag Éadaoin ar a saol sna seanleaganacha, ach sa leagan seo, tá smacht ag
Éadaoin ar a cinniúint féin. Tá an leabhar seo sármhaisithe ag Shona Shirley Macdonald.
Éiríonn le Zepf scéal mealltach a insint ar bhealach simplí, le friotal fileata in úsáid go
minic. Tugann sí beocht do scéal Éadaoin agus Mhír don chéad ghlúin eile.
(Aois 8–10, 10–12)

compiled by EOIN COLFER illustrated by P. J. LYNCH

ONCE UPON A PLACE

LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS 2015 (HBK) 224PP €15.99 ISBN 9781910411377

As a collection, Once upon a Place engages with the deep significance landscape has in
Irish stories, featuring tales and legends with locations ranging from a graveyard in Kells
to a cabin in the woods of County Wexford. P.J. Lynch’s eerie illustrations perfectly evoke
the strangeness of these stories and of the places that have inspired them. Edited by the
former Laureate na nÓg Eoin Colfer, Once upon a Place is an eclectic mix of the very best
Irish children’s literature has to offer. (Age 8–12)

LUCINDA JACOB illustrated by LAUREN O’NEILL

HOPSCOTCH IN THE SKY

LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS and POETRY IRELAND 2017 (HBK) 48PP €14.00 ISBN 9781910411933

Jacob brings great sensibility to these mesmerising poems for and about children and
childhood. With a strong appeal to all the senses, these poems are at once timeless and
contemporary. O’Neill’s illustrations, executed in a muted colour palette evocative of
Mabel Lucy Atwell, will appeal to readers of all ages. Accompanied by a free ebook to
introduce children to the poetic forms used, which will be a valuable tool for teachers, this
is a wise and beautiful collection that every household should own. (Poetry, Age 8–12)

LUKE O'NEILL illustrated by LINDA FÄHRLIN

THE GREAT IRISH SCIENCE BOOK

GILL BOOKS 2019 (HBK) 96PP €24.99 ISBN 9780717185580

The Great Irish Science Book is a must-read for any young scientist in Ireland, packed full of
interesting things to learn and do for anyone aged 8–12. It is designed to create budding
scientists and incite wonder in any young reader. The book explains various topics using
experiments, Fährlin’s bright illustrations and jokes to keep the reader engaged. Best of
all, O’Neill highlights Irish connections to these topics and tells us about famous Irish
scientists and the discoveries they made. (Non-fiction, Age 8–12)

ANDREW O’CONNOR illustrated by DERRY DILLON

JAMES JOYCE: LITERARY LEGEND

POOLBEG PRESS 2019 (PBK) 45PP €4.99 ISBN 9781781997604

James Joyce: Literary Legend describes the life and career of one of Ireland’s greatest writers.
The reader is brought on a journey that is geographical, historical and of course literary.
O’Connor touches upon the hardships and struggles Joyce experienced over his lifetime,
all of which influenced his writing. Derry Dillon’s illustrations do an excellent job of
livening up the pages with pictures that will appeal to children, while still effectively
portraying the atmosphere of the late 19th- and early 20th-centuries.
(Non-fiction, Age 8–14)

ANNA CAREY

THE MAKING OF MOLLIE
THE O’BRIEN PRESS 2016 (PBK) 304PP €8.99 ISBN 9781847178473

The year is 1912 and Mollie Carberry lives with her family in the North Dublin suburb of
Drumcondra. It is a time of social change and Mollie’s older sister, Peggy, and the family’s
maid, Maggie, support the suffragette cause. Mollie and her friend Nora also become
converted to it. When the grown-up suffrage campaign takes on a militant approach,
Peggy and Maggie face serious consequences for their actions. The story is beautifully
written as a series of letters between Mollie and her friend Frances. Look out for the sequel
Mollie on the March. (Age 9–11)

JOHN CHAMBERS

MUCKING ABOUT
LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 129PP €10.00 ISBN 9781912417056

With a hint of old-world magic and the daily threat of being sent to become a monk, life
is never dull in Machán’s village, especially with him falling into and out of adventures
and trouble on a daily basis. The stories are told almost entirely from Manchán’s point of
view, so things that happen to him are almost never his fault, and are brought to life with
beautiful illustrations throughout. This is a lovely collection of stories that will keep any
young reader engaged. (Age 9–11)

JUDI CURTIN

LILY AT LISSADELL
THE O’BRIEN PRESS 2019 (PBK) 288PP €12.99 ISBN 9781788491280

In 1913 County Sligo, thirteen-year-old Lily has to leave school and go into service to
help with the family finances. She starts working as a housemaid in Lissadell for the
glamorous Gore-Booths and learns more about two very different worlds through her new
acquaintances. Another housemaid, the sullen Nellie, makes life difficult for her at first,
while carefree Maeve, daughter of the mysterious Countess Markievicz, decides to paint
Lily’s portrait. A tale that will appeal to fans of this prolific author. (Age 9–11)

PATRICIA MURPHY

THE IRISH CIVIL WAR 1922–23, AVA’S DIARY
POOLBEG PRESS 2017 (PBK) 388PP €8.99 ISBN 9781781998823

A challenging chapter in Irish history is brought to vivid life through the eyes of Ava, a
modern-day New Yorker recently relocated to Dublin, and Molly, a medical student from
1920s Ireland. A wide variety of characters and incidents, both fictional and historical,
threaten to overload this madcap novel, but the reader’s interest is kept on track as Ava
follows Molly through the major events and tragedies of the Civil War, while negotiating
her own difficulties and chasing the Russian crown jewels in twenty-first-century Dublin.
(Age 9–11)

EIMEAR RYAN

GREAT IRISH SPORT STARS: CORA STAUNTON
THE O’BRIEN PRESS 2019 (PBK) 192PP €8.99 ISBN 9781788491051

Eimear Ryan tells the story of how a football-mad girl became one of the great Irish sport
stars. Cora Staunton has won four All-Irelands with Mayo and has played three other
codes of football at senior level. From making her début for the Mayo senior team at
thirteen, to playing in an All-Ireland as a teenager, showing the difficulties facing a female
sport star and tragedy in her family life, this book will be truly inspirational to all who
read it. (Non-fiction, Age 9–11)

SARAH WEBB illustrated by GRAHAM CORCORAN

DARE TO DREAM: IRISH PEOPLE WHO TOOK ON THE
WORLD (AND WON!)
THE O’BRIEN PRESS 2019 (HBK) 64PP €16.99 ISBN 9781788491273

It’s not just the obvious people, like James Joyce, that are covered in this engaging
compendium – I have learnt about amazing individuals I’d never heard of before. My
favourite, Albert DJ Cashier, was a girl called Jennie who lived her life as a male soldier
and fought in the American Civil War! The vivid portraits by Graham Corcoran illustrate
each character ‘in action’, while Sarah Webb’s accessible prose delivers key and fun facts. A
great addition to home and school bookshelves. (Non-fiction, Age 9–11)

CATHERINE DOYLE

THE STORM KEEPER’S ISLAND
BLOOMSBURY CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 320PP £6.99 ISBN 9781408896884

Fionn and his sister are sent to stay with their eccentric grandfather on the remote island
of Arranmore for the summer. Each generation, the island chooses a new Storm Keeper
to wield its power and protect its magic from enemies. As Fionn’s grandfather steps down,
the battle to become his heir unleashes an ancient war. Combining fantasy, adventure and
myth, Doyle offers a gripping plot, an immersive setting and charming characters. Fionn’s
relationship with his grandfather is especially compelling, heightening the tale’s humour
and heart. The first in a series. (Age 9–12)

JOANNA DONNELLY illustrated by FUCHSIA MACAREE

THE GREAT IRISH WEATHER BOOK

GILL BOOKS 2018 (HBK) 96PP €24.99 ISBN 9780717180936

In Ireland, a tiny country with lots of weather, that’s exactly what we like to talk about –
the weather. So it would make sense for us to learn more about it. From cold fronts to
climate changes, anti-cyclones to isobars, this book has everything you need to understand
the weather that affects our everyday lives. Joanna Donnelly’s engaging and informative
text is accessible and interesting and beautifully complemented by Fuchsia MacAree’s
gorgeous illustrations, which elevate this information book beyond the realms of a
geography textbook. (Non-fiction, Age 9–11, 12+)

CAOIMHE NIC LOCHLAINN maisithe ag OLIVIA GOLDEN

SCÉALTA LE hINSINT DON GHEALACH

COIS LIFE 2018 (BOG) 100LCH €12.00 ISBN 9781907494789

Scéalta ón mbéaloideas, á n-insint ar bhealach éadrom soiléir atá oiriúnach do pháistí
an lae inniu. Tá éagsúlacht ann, idir scéalta gearra greannmhara mar ‘Nuair a tháinig
an tae go hÉirinn’, ag magadh faoi mhíthuiscintí, agus scéalta fada draíochta, ‘Cóitín
Luachra’ mar shampla. Tá an bheogacht agus an greann céanna sna pictiúirí, agus tá focail
neamhghnácha mínithe sa ghluais. Tá an leabhar oiriúnach do léitheoirí in aoisghrúpa
10–12, ach is leabhar iontach é le léamh os ard do pháistí ó chúig bliana d’aois ar aghaidh.
(Aois 10–12)

SIOBHAN DOWD illustrated by EMMA SHOARD

THE PAVEE AND THE BUFFER GIRL

BARRINGTON STOKE 2017 (PBK) 112PP £12.99 ISBN 9781911370048

A sensitive portrayal of Traveller life, this graphic novel is beautifully written and
illustrated. Bullying the outsider is nothing new, but the story is given a unique twist
through the words of Traveller boy Jim Curran as he struggles with schooling and life in
general in the fictional Irish town of Dundray. Everything is made sweeter by settled girl
Kit – the buffer girl of the title – and their innocent romance in the sea cave beneath the
town lends a magical quality to this powerful book. (Age 12–14)

SHEENA WILKINSON

STAR BY STAR

LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 196PP €9.00 ISBN 9781910411537

Teenager Stella Graham is a diehard feminist who is excellent at fixing other people’s
lives. The thirteen-year-old, who is orphaned in 1918, comes to live with a maiden aunt
in Cuanbeg. Soon she is saving the lives of the boarding house’s occupants – often
humorously – including the mysterious wounded soldier Sandy, and Rose, a suffragette
pal of Stella’s mum’s. Wilkinson creates a rounded character by hinting that underneath
Stella’s feistiness is grief over her beloved mother’s death. An intelligent, informative, lively
read. (Age 12–14)

SHIRLEY-ANNE MCMILLAN

THE UNKNOWNS

ATOM BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 208PP £6.99 ISBN 9780349002538

Tilly dreams of getting away from a Belfast that seems to have forgotten about its young
people – but the arrival of the mysterious Brew into her life changes everything. In her
own words, Tilly tells the story of her city which, as she comes to learn, is her story as
well. A gripping story about a place where the past still means as much as the future, The
Unknowns is an essential read for anyone seeking to find their own place in the world.
(Age 12–14, YA)

SIOBHÁN PARKINSON illustrated by BREN LUKE

ROCKING THE SYSTEM: FEARLESS AND AMAZING IRISH
WOMEN WHO MADE HISTORY
LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 208PP €11.00 ISBN 9781912417438

Marking the centenary of women’s suffrage in Ireland, this book celebrates twenty
determined Irish women, historical and contemporary, who made a difference in Irish
society and refused to be accepted as less capable or less important than their male
counterparts. The illustrated essays tell the remarkable stories of not only political
activists like Hannah Sheehy Skeffington, but also poets, designers, athletes and even the
formidable prehistoric Queen Medhbh. A must read for all, especially young girls who
aspire to be ‘their own woman’. (Non-fiction, Age 12–14, YA)

MOÏRA FOWLEY-DOYLE

ALL THE BAD APPLES
PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE 2019 (PBK) 346PP £7.99 ISBN 9780241333969

All the Bad Apples is an unflinching feminist novel, telling the story of Deena and her
family. In dealing with challenging themes like physical, mental and religious abuse and
Ireland’s twisted linkage of church and state, Fowley-Doyle’s writing is suitably dark,
suitably angry. While this isn’t an easy read, it is a worthwhile and necessary book, aiding
teenagers in understanding the realities of life for women in Ireland before the repeal of
the eighth amendment. A solid story told in parts through magic realism. (YA)

SARAH MARIA GRIFFIN

OTHER WORDS FOR SMOKE
TITAN BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 336PP £8.99 ISBN 9781789090086

Mae and Rossa are twins beginning to feel distance growing between them as they come
to terms with who they are. Sent to their aunt’s house for the summer, they meet the
enthralling Bevan and a talking cat named Bobby Dear. As the story unravels, we learn
that supernatural forces live within the walls of the house, bent on manipulation and
power, feeding on fear. This beautifully odd coming-of-age tale is woven with layers of
magical realism and dark Irish history. It is stunning. (YA)

ÉILÍS NÍ DHUIBHNE

AISLING NÓ INÍON A
COIS LIFE 2015 (BOG) 200LCH €10.00 ISBN 9781907494499

Seo scéal Aisling, bean óg atá ag streachailt le ceisteanna tábhachtacha ár linne, an
ginmhilleadh agus deighilt an phobail ina thaobh ach go háirithe. Scéal faoi theacht in
aois é ina dtosaíonn déagóir ag smaoineamh faoina cuid tuairimí féin in ionad leanúint
léi ag glacadh le tuairimíocht a muintire. Tugann an t-údar sampla anseo de thoradh ár
ndlíthe i dtaobh an ghinmhillte in Éirinn de ar chailín amháin ar bhealach an-phearsanta.
Is féidir leis an léitheoir cuid dá triail a thuiscint. Leabhar tábhachtach é seo chun comhrá
a thosú faoi cheisteanna conspóideacha ach ábhartha agus tábhachtacha ár linne. (YA)

MARY WATSON

THE WREN HUNT
BLOOMSBURY YA 2018 (PBK) 399PP £7.99 ISBN 9781408884935

Watson’s thrilling tale carefully intertwines the old and the new, mixing pagan traditions
with modern life. The protagonist of the tale, Wren, takes on an espionage-style mission
behind enemy lines, only to find romance blossoming in the walled gardens of Harkness
House. Watson utilises Irish, interspersing the language throughout the novel in a truly
natural way, enriching the authenticity of this carefully crafted story, which is not for
the faint-hearted. Wren endures betrayal, unrequited love and harassment and ultimately
negotiates her problems alone. (YA)
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