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About Children’s Books Ireland 
At Children’s Books Ireland, we bel ieve that ever y 
chi ld should have access to the joy of reading, 
regardless of their circumstances . Our mission 
is to make books central to ever y chi ld ’s l ife 
on the is land of Ireland. We work with famil ies , 
teachers , l ibrar ies , publishers and communities 
al l  across the is land to get books into chi ldren’s 
hands and to inform adults who can make a big 
impact on their reading. We advocate for the 
changes Ireland needs to grow a new generation 
of readers , and we support ar tists so that they 
can make excellent work for chi ldren and young 
people. S ign up to our newsletter to stay in touch!

childrensbooksireland.ie
#EveryChildAReader

 @KidsBooksIrel

 @kidsbooksirel

 @childrensbooksireland

 Children’s Books Ireland

About this themed book list
This is a curated l ist of t it les our expert reviewers 
recommend under the assigned theme. It is by no 
means an exhaustive l ist and we have tr ied, where 
possible, to include a spread across age ranges and 
genres under the theme. Our pol icy is to include 
tit les dating from f ive years to date in English 
and ten years to date in the Ir ish language. Any 
tit les by an Ir ish author, i l lustrator, publisher 
or in the Ir ish language wil l  be denoted with a 
shamrock. After init ial  publication, these l ists wi l l 
be revis ited annually and updated with new tit les 
where suitable. Go to childrensbooksireland.ie for 
more themed book l ists and resources .
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SWAPNA HADDOW illustrated by SHEENA DEMPSEY  
DAVE PIGEON (RACER!)  
FABER & FABER 2018 (PBK) 176PP £5.99 ISBN 9780571336906 

There’s a new bird in town and he’s a baddy. Opprobrious Vastanavius the Parrot has it 
in for Dave Pigeon and challenges him to a race to decide once and for all who is best. 
Cliffhangers, dramatic revelations, jokes, silly asides and a healthy dose of toilet humour 
mean there’s plenty to keep those pages turning. With lots of room left for illustration and 
a playful layout overall, this should work well for readers taking their first independent 
steps beyond chapter books and into longer fiction. Part of a series. (Age 5–8)

ANDY STANTON illustrated by DAVID TAZZYMAN 
MR GUM AND THE CHERRY TREE  
EGMONT PUBLISHING 2019 (PBK) 256PP £6.99 ISBN 9781405293754

The Mr Gum books are some of the funniest and most exciting children’s books around: 
packed full of one liners, off the wall gags and utterly hilarious shenanigans. This is offset 
beautifully by David Tazzyman’s monochrome line drawings. Polly and her best friends 
have a new fight to win against the baddies – Mr Gum and his nefarious butcher friend 
Billy William the third. This time, they’ve got people worshipping ... a tree (but really it’s 
Mr Gum and he’s trying to brainwash the village!). Shabba me whiskers! (Age 5–8)

 
KATIE and KEVIN TSANG illustrated by NATHAN REED  
SAM WU IS NOT AFRAID OF SPIDERS  
EGMONT PUBLISHING 2019 (PBK) 208PP £5.99 ISBN 9781405294287 

This book follows Sam, his best friends and his younger sister as they try to find Tulip  
the Tarantula who is loose in the school. This is the fourth book in the series, but that 
won’t impact the enjoyment. A fun story with cute illustrations – and jokes in Sam’s  
alliterations – that also teaches a positive lesson about how it’s alright to be afraid of  
things and the importance of overcoming one’s fears. (Age 5–8)

MARGUERITE ABOUET illustrated by MATHIEU SAPIN  
AKISSI: TALES OF MISCHIEF  
FLYING EYE BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 188PP £12.99 ISBN 9781912171478 

Akissi is a mischievous young girl and this collection of short comics follows her escapades 
with her friends in her Abidjan suburb. From getting a pet and visiting the dentist, to 
sneaking into the cinema and playing tricks on her brother Fofana, Akissi’s stories are full 
of anarchic humour and wild imagination. Based on the author’s childhood in the Ivory 
Coast, this fabulous book offers readers a rare peek into life in another country, and I dare 
anyone not to fall in love with its irascible protagonist. (Age 5–8, 8–10)



 
TAYLOR DOLAN 
GHOUL SCOUTS: WELCOME TO CAMP CROAK! 
GUPPY BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 154PP £6.99 ISBN 9781913101060

When Lexie Wilde accidentally finds herself at Camp Croak where a summer of 
werewolves, zombies and ghosts awaits her, she has the time of her life – until the arrival 
of Euphemia Vile, the nicest bad girl you’ve ever met, who has plans to wreck everyone’s 
summer. With engaging text, delightfully macabre illustrations, this is perfect for readers 
who are fond of the darker and creepier side of school stories. (Age 5–8, 8–10)

 
ANDY GRIFFITHS and TERRY DENTON  
THE 13-STOREY TREEHOUSE  
MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 248PP £5.99 ISBN 9781447279785

Crazy, zany, cool, weird, laugh-out-loud funny: all those adjectives apply in this case. If 
you have a reluctant reader or a struggling reader, this series will be perfect. It is filled 
with illustrated adventures – man-eating sharks, a giant mutant mermaid-sea-monster, a 
shrinking/enlarging machine, a laboratory and two daft characters, one of whom relates 
the story in words and the other in pictures. Add in puzzles, jokes and ample references to 
junk-food, and most seven-year-olds will be absorbed (and giggling) for ages.  
(Age 5–8, 8–10)

ANDREW JUDGE and CHRIS JUDGE  
CREATE YOUR OWN SUPERHERO EPIC  
SCHOLASTIC 2017 (PBK) 160PP £6.99 ISBN 9781407171265 

Meet Hiro, your navigator through the third book in the Create Your Own series. This is a 
choose-your-own-adventure story with a twist. Doodletown is a half-drawn world and you 
have to draw, decide and tear your way to complete the story, which is jammed with both 
visual and written jokes that will appeal to fans of Danger Is Everywhere. The illustrations 
throughout are simple line drawings so that even the limited artist will feel comfortable 
adding their own creations. A fun-filled, interactive adventure. (Age 5–8, 8–10)

 
DAVID O’DOHERTY illustrated by CHRIS JUDGE 
DANGER IS EVERYWHERE:  
A HANDBOOK FOR AVOIDING DANGER  
PUFFIN 2014 (PBK) 85PP £7.99 ISBN 9780141354156 

Docter Noel Zone (that’s ‘Docter’, not ‘Doctor’) is the world’s first ‘Dangerologist’ and 
he wants to remove all danger from your life. He does this by pointing out the mind-
boggling hazards involved in ordinary activities, including being kidnapped by a giant 
eagle or accidentally being baked in a casserole. Filled with lots of utterly useless advice 
and daft illustrations, this is a ridiculous book with no educational value whatsoever. May 
cause laughter. Use gloves and goggles when handling. A highly recommended series.  
(Age 5–8, 8–10)



AL KENNEDY illustrated by GEMMA CORRELL  
UNCLE SHAWN AND BILL AND  
THE ALMOST ENTIRELY UNPLANNED ADVENTURE  
WALKER BOOKS 2017 (HBK) 192PP £8.99 ISBN 9781406360493 

Kidnap! Fighting! Rescue! Bill the badger’s misadventures with four troubled llamas, 
dangerous humans and an unassuming hero are a mile a minute. This truly hilarious 
adventure story features a cast of original characters and a gripping, witty plotline which 
remains gentle and accessible thanks to Kennedy’s fun and innovative language. Laugh-
out-loud humour and a sense of the absurd run through the book, interacting brilliantly 
with Gemma Correll’s lively black-and-white illustrations. Highly recommended for 
children who love mystery, animals and humour. (Age 5–8, 8–10)

LIZ PICHON  
TOM GATES: YES! NO. (MAYBE ... )  
SCHOLASTIC 2015 (HBK) 260PP £10.99 ISBN 9781407143194

Tom does not like to make up his mind or tidy his room. When his mum decides to clean 
the house and have a boot sale, Tom simply can’t decide what to throw out! The diary-style 
narrative is engaging and relatable, with each and every page brimming with fantastic 
doodles. Ever-changing fonts and entertaining images add exaggeration and humour – 
this book really makes the reader slow down and concentrate on the story. This series is 
fantastic for starting children out on their journey to independent reading.  
(Age 5–8, 8–10)

 
JOE BERGER 
LYTTLE LIES: THE PUDDING PROBLEM 
SIMON & SCHUSTER 2017 (PBK) 232PP £6.99 ISBN 9781471246244

Sam has a gift for lying, but he’s not so good at extricating himself from his inventions, 
especially when bully Pete Feeney has got his number. This graphic novel is several laughs 
a page. Bold black and white cartoons, a strong voice and great narrative timing combine 
to pack a witty punch. Tucked into the fun are a few serious points too: where is the line 
between imagination and lying? Where are the potatoes Grandpa dug up for dinner? 
Answers lie in this joyful, deceptively simple romp. (Age 8–10)

 
MAC BARNETT and JORY JOHN illustrated by KEVIN CORNELL 
THE TERRIBLE TWO 
ABRAMS 2017 (PBK) 240PP £6.50 ISBN 9781419727375

Miles decides to become master prankster in his new school, but an anonymous, brilliant 
prank mastermind already occupies this coveted position. But who is it? Full of witty 
details and the elaborately hilarious pranks themselves (which are humorous and wildly 
over-the-top rather than cruel), the book will appeal to fans of the Wimpy Kid series but 
with an added helping of antic silliness. The illustrations by Kevin Cornell are perfectly in 
tune with the text and add an extra layer of fun. (Age 8–10, 10–12)



 
WILLIAM GOLDSMITH 
MARK ANCHOVY: PIZZA DETECTIVE 
PICCADILLY PRESS 2020 (PBK) 320PP £6.99 ISBN 9781848128613

Colin Kingsley is a pizza delivery boy who longs to become a detective. But in his sleepy 
home town, Rufflington-On-Sea, there is a complete lack of cases to solve – until he 
crosses paths with the Golden Spatula League. The G.S.L. is a top secret agency for 
‘caterer-detectives’, run by children working in the fast-food world ... This is a thrilling, 
page-turning read that rockets along at a quick and satisfying pace. The characters are well 
drawn, with hilariously descriptive writing accompanied by wonderfully funny, comic-
book style illustrations. (Age 8–10, 10–12)

 
CECE BELL  
EL DEAFO  
AMULET BOOKS 2014 (PBK) 248PP £8.99 ISBN 9781419712173 

Exploring friendship, family, self-esteem and the difficulties faced by difference, El Deafo 
is a unique graphic novel based on the author’s childhood. Told from the perspective of 
Cece, a young rabbit who loses most of her hearing due to an illness, this book mixes 
humour and insight in equal measure to paint a vivid and oftentimes hilarious picture 
of coping with school, friends and first love. A sensitive and insightful narrative about 
growing up and finding your place in the world. (Age 9–12)

 
JOHN CHAMBERS  
GRANNY SAMURAI, THE MONKEY KING AND I  
WALKER BOOKS 2013 (PBK) 288PP £5.99 ISBN 9781406340969 

This is a quirky story about a granny with a difference. Her teeth are false and so is one 
of her legs, and she is a woman of few words, mostly incomprehensible. The story is told 
by Samuel Johnson whose uncle has left him home alone to ‘be diplomatic’ in Azerbaijan. 
With Granny’s help he deals with the school bully and is used as bait to catch the Monkey 
King. The black and white drawings add to the mayhem. (Age 9–12)

JOHN CHAMBERS  
MUCKING ABOUT  
LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 129PP €10.00 ISBN 9781912417056 

With a hint of old world magic and the constant threat of being sent to become a 
monk, life is never dull in Manchán’s village, especially with him falling into and out 
of adventures and trouble on a daily basis. The stories are told almost entirely from 
Manchán’s point of view, so things that happen to him are almost never his fault, and are 
brought to life with beautiful illustrations throughout. This is a lovely collection of stories 
that will keep any young reader engaged. (Age 9–12)



FRANK COTTRELL BOYCE illustrated by STEVEN LENTON  
SPUTNIK’S GUIDE TO LIFE ON EARTH  
MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2016 (HBK) 352PP £12.99 ISBN 9780230771376 

When Prez meets Sputnik, what he sees is a boy his own age with a backpack, a sporran 
and one big attitude. What the rest of the world sees, however, is a dog. That’s because 
Sputnik is an alien from outer space who has come to embark Prez on a mission to save 
the Earth from obliteration. A book about home, families, old age and, incidentally, laser 
sabres and mobility-scooter races, this is classic Cottrell Boyce: zany, laugh-out-loud funny 
and with a very strong emotional heart. (Age 9–12)

KATE DiCAMILLO  
RAYMIE NIGHTINGALE  
WALKER BOOKS 2016 (HBK) 272PP £9.99 ISBN 9781406363135 

Raymie’s father has run away with a dental hygienist, and she thinks that if only she can 
win the Little Miss Florida Central Tire contest he will come home. Timid Louisiana 
and her eccentric granny are on the run from social services. Tough nut Beverly wants to 
sabotage the contest. This unlikely trio meet at baton-twirling classes and quickly become 
friends, united in daring schemes to rescue a book, a cat and each other. A gorgeous, heart-
warming tale of adversity and friendship. (Age 9–12)

 
EMMA DONOGHUE illustrated by CAROLINE HADILAKSONO  
THE LOTTERYS PLUS ONE  
MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2017 (HBK) 320PP £10.99 ISBN 9781509803194 

The Lottery family consists of two dads, two moms and seven children. Life is chaotic but 
full of fun. When a grandpa the children have never met comes to live with the family 
due to illness, Sumak is determined to make him welcome – however, ‘Grumps’ quickly 
manages to cause ructions! Brimming with diversity, there is sure to be a character every 
reader can relate to in this book. Although a little busy and fast-moving at times, this is a 
story that captures the true meaning of family. (Age 9–12)

 
PHIL EARLE illustrated by SARA OGILVIE  
THE WAR NEXT DOOR  
ORION CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 224PP £6.99 ISBN 9781444013917 

Another hilarious tale in the series about the inhabitants of Storey Street, this time 
focusing on the Milners, headed by horrible estate agent Mr Milner, whose mini-me, 
Masher, is the most feared bully in school – unchallenged by all until he meets his match 
in the fearless and wonderful Jemima Jessop. This is Earle’s best to date: the hilarity and 
rapid pace are balanced by the very real issues of dealing with emotions, bullying and 
conforming to expectations. A fun and heart-warming read, peppered with wit.  
(Age 9–12)



MAZ EVANS  
WHO LET THE GODS OUT 
CHICKEN HOUSE 2017 (PBK) 368PP £6.99 ISBN 9781910655412 

Elliot’s mother is developing dementia and their home is drowning in debt. When Virgo, 
the Zodiac goddess, crash lands in his shed, Elliot’s life gets even more chaotic. After 
the pair accidentally release Thanatos, evil Daemon of Death, they turn to the Greek 
Olympians in the hope of saving both of their worlds. This action-packed comic adventure 
is full of witty in-jokes, zany characters and clever reworkings of myth. Evans skilfully 
combines realism and fantasy to offer a surprisingly fresh story. Bring on the sequel!  
(Age 9–12)

VICTORIA JAMIESON  
ROLLER GIRL  
PUFFIN BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 240PP £7.99 ISBN 9780141378992 

Although Astrid initially bemoans her mother’s ‘Evenings of Cultural Enlightenment’, 
the evening on which this story begins is a real gamechanger for our feisty protagonist. 
Not only does Roller Girl feature some tough fictional sportswomen, but it also depicts 
the trials and tribulations of teenage friendships. Brought to life by Jamieson’s vivid and 
engaging illustrations, interwoven with insights into Astrid’s imagination, this graphic 
novel is something unique. Undoubtedly a great testament to the bonds forged (and fixed) 
by taking one for the team. (Age 9–12)

KARA LAREAU illustrated by JEN HILL  
THE UNINTENTIONAL ADVENTURES OF THE BLAND 
SISTERS: THE JOLLY REGINA  
AMULET BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 184PP £5.99 ISBN 9781419726057

Meet Jaundice and Kale Bland from Dullsville. So far, so boring, but that is just how they 
like it. They get on with their (parentless) quiet lives and revel in its predictable routine. 
Enter a lady pirate (or ten), and excitement and adventure rush into the sisters’ lives, much 
to their horror. Featuring kidnappings, sea battles, shanties, rats and marooning, as well 
dictionaries and cheese sandwiches, this is an exciting romp that is, above all, hilarious 
and at times downright cheeky. Highly recommended! (Age 9–12)

MARK LOWERY  
CHARLIE AND ME: 421 MILES FROM HOME  
PICCADILLY PRESS 2018 (PBK) 272PP £5.99 ISBN 9781848126220 

This is the heartwarming story of brothers Charlie and Martin. Martin, being the best big 
brother in the world, takes his smaller counterpart, Charlie, on an adventure to Cornwall 
to see the dolphin that visits the harbour there. But Martin neglects to inform their 
parents of their exciting trip, and the two brothers are in a race against time to reach their 
destination before they are caught red-handed! By turns funny and sad, this is a wonderful 
story of loss and hope. (Age 9–12)



 
BANNIE McPARTLIN  
THE FEARLESS FIVE  
PICCADILLY PRESS 2019 (PBK) 368PP £6.99 ISBN 9781848128033 

June 1990. With Ireland gripped by World Cup fever, Jeremy, Johnny J, Walker, Sumo 
and Charlie are set to have the summer of their lives before they start secondary school. 
But Johnny J’s mam is really ill, so Jeremy comes up with a crazy scheme to get her to 
America to cure her, and it might just include a robbery. What could possibly go wrong?  
A madcap adventure full of tears and laughter and the power of friendship. (9–12)

ROSS MONTGOMERY  
PERIJEE & ME  
FABER & FABER 2016 (PBK) 240PP £6.99 ISBN 9780571317950 

When Caitlin finds a tiny alien on the beach, she names him Perijee and secretly takes 
him under her wing, teaching him everything about her world. There’s only one problem: 
Perijee won’t stop growing. This is an excellent, thought-provoking adventure story. The 
interactions between Perijee and Caitlin are laugh-out-loud funny, unpredictable and 
incredibly heart-warming. Filled with wonder, joy and adventure, Ross Montgomery’s 
Perijee & Me is fiction for this age group at its best. (Age 9–12)

STEPHAN PASTIS 
TIMMY FAILURE: NOW LOOK WHAT YOU’VE DONE  
WALKER BOOKS 2014 (PBK) 304PP £8.99 ISBN 9781406349962

Welcome to Total Failure Inc, the world’s worst detective agency! Meet Timmy, a kid 
with unwarranted confidence in his sleuthing skills, and Total, his possibly imaginary 
polar bear. Their case: a school competition to find a missing globe, the prize: $500. The 
humour is drawn from the considerable gap between Timmy’s perception of the world 
and the reality. But there’s also a melancholy undercurrent as Timmy uses his imagination 
to cope with a deteriorating home life and an unhappy school existence. Both funny and 
tender, this is a brilliant series. (Age 9–12) 

 
GEOFF RODKEY 
THE TAPPER TWINS RUN FOR PRESIDENT  
ORION CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 269PP £6.99 ISBN 9781444015041

Warring twins Reese and Claudia divide their New York Middle School as they compete 
for President of the Sixth Grade. Claudia takes it all very seriously, while Reese just really 
wants to annoy his sister and play soccer on the roof. They try to win over the each other 
and the rest of the competition with silly, sneaky and often outrageous tactics – most of 
which backfire. Geoff Rodkey uses a mix of media bursts including texts, web sites, notes 
and interviews, illustrated with simple line drawings and screen shots. (Age 9–12)



MEG ROSOFF illustrated by GRACE EASTON  
GOOD DOG McTAVISH  
BARRINGTON STOKE 2017 (PBK) 125PP £6.99 ISBN 9781781226837 

A dog is for life, not just for Easter, but when Ma Peachy resigns from mum duties 
to pursue inner peace through yoga, the Peachy family are thrown into chaos. Enter 
McTavish, a rescue dog with a mission: to adopt the Peachys and iron out their utterly 
chaotic lives. A heartwarming story, featuring gorgeous illustrations, from dyslexia-
specialist publishers Barrington Stoke. Not to be missed by doglovers, this mix of laugh-
out-loud moments with a lovely moral will also be appreciated by hard-working parents! 
(Age 9–12)

KATE SCOTT  
JUST JACK  
PICCADILLY PRESS 2018 (PBK) 208PP £5.99 ISBN 9781848126244 

After several moves, Jack’s figured out how to fit in at each new school, even if that means 
disguising his true feelings. Now he’s met Tyler – wacky, inventive and definitely not 
afraid to stand out – he feels like he might have a true friend, but isn’t it easier just to hide 
the real Jack? After all, maybe if he was easier to be around, his dad wouldn’t have left ...  
Humour, warmth and an ear for authentic kids’ dialogue make this an absolute joy to 
read. (Age 9–12)

DEBBIE THOMAS   
CLASS ACT  
MERCIER PRESS 2015 (PBK) 224PP €8.99 ISBN 9781781272629 

Brian O’Bunion is Mrs Florris’s worst and most despised pupil. Lacking motivation, he 
drifts through school, friendless and lonely. Until three-star pupils go missing and the 
quiet town of Tullybun is thrown into chaos. With the help of his sidekick Dulcie – a 
200-year-old bee – the unlikely duo spring into action to fight the ‘bees’ knees of sleaze’. 
Class Act is funny and touching in equal measure. With a talent for telling a good yarn, 
Debbie Thomas’s tale is bound to create a buzz. (Age 9–12)

 
PAUL TOBIN illustrated by KATIE ABEY  
HOW TO CAPTURE AN INVISIBLE CAT  
BLOOMSBURY CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 272PP £5.99 ISBN 9781408869970 

When genius Nate’s Friday the Thirteenth experiment goes wrong, he asks his one and 
only friend, Delphine, to help find his runaway cat, who is destroying the town. Not an 
easy task, as Nate has made the cat into a giant, then made him invisible and split up the 
formula for it all around the town. How to Capture an Invisible Cat is a fast-paced, action-
filled adventure that will hold the reader’s attention and encourage them to consider how 
they see and treat other children. (Age 9–12)
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