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About Children’s Books Ireland 
At Children’s Books Ireland, we bel ieve that ever y 
chi ld should have access to the joy of reading, 
regardless of their circumstances . Our mission 
is to make books central to ever y chi ld ’s l ife 
on the is land of Ireland. We work with famil ies , 
teachers , l ibrar ies , publishers and communities 
al l  across the is land to get books into chi ldren’s 
hands and to inform adults who can make a big 
impact on their reading. We advocate for the 
changes Ireland needs to grow a new generation 
of readers , and we support ar tists so that they 
can make excellent work for chi ldren and young 
people. S ign up to our newsletter to stay in touch!
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 Children’s Books Ireland

About this themed book list
This is a curated l ist of t it les our expert reviewers 
recommend under the assigned theme. It is by no 
means an exhaustive l ist and we have tr ied, where 
possible, to include a spread across age ranges and 
genres under the theme. Our pol icy is to include 
tit les dating from f ive years to date in English 
and ten years to date in the Ir ish language. Any 
tit les by an Ir ish author, i l lustrator, publisher 
or in the Ir ish language wil l  be denoted with a 
shamrock. After init ial  publication, these l ists wi l l 
be revis ited annually and updated with new tit les 
where suitable. Go to childrensbooksireland.ie for 
more themed book l ists and resources .
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ROB BIDDULPH  
SUNK!  
HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2017 (HBK) 32PP £12.99 ISBN 9780008207403 

Penguin Blue and his pirate friends have a great adventure at sea. This is a fantastic 
rhyming story that children will love to have read aloud to them. Biddulph’s illustrations 
are amazing and visually engaging. The plot is filled with twists and turns and will appeal 
to readers both old and young. Keep an eye out for Penguin Blue’s other (air-borne) 
adventures in Blown Away! (Age 0–4)

 
KATRINA CHARMAN illustrated by NICK SHARRATT  
GO, GO, PIRATE BOAT  
BLOOMSBURY CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781408866344 

Come aboard the pirate boat for a fun-filled day and join in the search for treasure. Full 
of bright colours and simple rhymes, this is a fantastic re-use of a popular nursery rhyme 
and one that you can’t help but sing along to as you read it aloud. Little ones will love the 
combination of the familiar and the unexpected, and there is plenty to look at in Sharratt’s 
trademark bold illustrations. (Age 0–4)

 
LUCY COUSINS  
A BUSY DAY FOR BIRDS  
WALKER BOOKS 2017 (HBK) 40PP £11.99 ISBN 9781406367607 

Can you imagine, just for one day, that you’re a busy bird? From flamingos to ostriches, 
starlings to woodpeckers, Lucy Cousins’s bright and bold illustrations and the lively action 
rhymes are a great introduction to a huge variety of birds and are sure to have young 
children practising their bird skills in no time at all. A fun, lively read ... if not a quiet one! 
(Age 0–4)

 
LORI DEGMAN illustrated by VICTORIA TENTLER-KRYLOV  
JUST READ!  
STERLING 2019 (HBK) 32PP £12.99 ISBN 9781454925729 

A glorious celebration of reading in all its forms. The buoyant rhyming text encourages 
readers to read anything anywhere, at any time and every opportunity. The exuberant 
watercolour illustrations brilliantly capture the endless possibilities of reading. Some 
spreads cleverly blur fantasy and reality, with marvellous adventures encroaching on 
everyday scenes. Bookworms are depicted engrossed in paper, tablets and signs, whether 
on public transport, visiting a shop or playing with friends. Reading is celebrated as both a 
solitary and shared activity, and diverse readers are represented. (Age 0–4)



 
BARRY FALLS       
IT’S YOUR WORLD NOW!  
PAVILION CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781843654100 

A collection of parents from all around the world teach important life lessons to their 
young children. They encourage them to explore the world and have amazing adventures, 
and remind them how loved and special they all are in their own unique ways. This sweet, 
earnest picturebook is imaginatively and vibrantly illustrated and will engage young 
readers with its celebration of parental love and human potential. (Age 0–4)

 
KES GRAY illustrated by JIM FIELD  
OI CAT!  
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2017 (HBK) 32PP £12.99 ISBN 9781444932515 

The third in this series, Oi Cat! continues the hilarious rule-changing and rhyming game 
of Frog, Dog and Cat, as they decide where everyone should sit. Tired of being bitten by 
‘gnasty, gnibbly gnats’, the Cat is in search of a new place to sit, and with Frog and Dog to 
help there’s no shortage of crazy ideas. The perplexed expressions of a pony atop macaroni, 
a shrimp on a chimp and wide-eyed lemurs perched on streamers will have little readers 
giggling with delight. (Age 0–4)

BRITTA TECKENTRUP  
KINDNESS GROWS  
CATERPILLAR BOOKS 2019 (HBK) 32PP £11.99 ISBN 9781848578777 

Typical of Teckentrup, this peep-through picturebook promotes themes of love, support 
and community. The verbal and visual narratives juxtapose a growing crack and a 
blossoming tree as embodiments of the effects of negative actions versus positive deeds, 
with a die-cut crack cleverly doubling as a tree on alternating pages. The gentle text 
resembles a nursery rhyme, with charming couplets and child characters. Teckentrup’s 
signature collage, rustic colours and manipulation of space skilfully capture the 
contrasting moods and attitudes through seasonal scenes. Inspiring, heartfelt and artful. 
(Age 0–4)

BRENDAN WENZEL  
HELLO HELLO   
CHRONICLE BOOKS 2018 (HBK) 52PP £12.99 ISBN 9781452150147 

Hello Hello is a promising way to encourage young readers to become compassionate 
animal lovers. It introduces us to a variety of familiar and strange creatures, showcasing 
each animal’s distinctive features, from their size to their disposition. The perfect rhythm 
and rhyme of this book is instantly infectious. Readers will return to explore it again and 
again, with something new to be found every time. The sharpened style of the illustrations 
complements the careful colour scheme, and its uniquely patterned design is unforgettable. 
(Age 0–4)



JAMES CARTER illustrated by AARON CUSHLEY  
THE BIG BEYOND: THE STORY OF SPACE TRAVEL  
CATERPILLAR BOOKS 2019 (HBK) 32PP £11.99 ISBN 9781848577978 

A brief poetic account of the history of space travel, from star gazing to Earth orbiting to 
Moon landing, ending with an informative acrostic on rockets. Cushley’s illustrations, 
including a beautifully detailed drawing of the International Space Station, complement 
and frame Carter’s verse. As we recently marked the fiftieth anniversary of the moon 
landings, this timely book inspires even the very young to look skyward.  
(Non-fiction, Age 0–4, 5–8)

LUCY KNISLEY 
YOU ARE NEW 
CHRONICLE BOOKS 2019 (HBK) 52PP £12.99 ISBN 9781452161563

A warm welcome awaits all babies in cartoonist Lucy Knisley’s sweet celebration of new 
life and new beginnings. Here is a world created for babies, about babies. The text is 
perfect for lulling babies to sleep at bedtime, or even reading to babies pre-birth. This is a 
book that grows with you and your little one, and one that will be enjoyed differently with 
each shift in your baby’s development. (Age 0–4, 5–8)

 
 
ÁINE Ní GHLINN maisithe ag LAURA JANE PHELAN  
CINNÍN ÓIR AGUS NA TRÍ BHÉAR  
AN GÚM 2017 (CRUA) 32LCH €8.50 ISBN 9781857919356 

Athinsint, i bhfoirm rann le rithim agus fuaim an-taitneamhach, é seo de scéal na dtrí 
bhéar. I measc na ngnéithe a tharraingeodh páistí isteach, tá mothúcháin léirithe go soiléir 
ar éadan Chinnín Óir agus na dathanna tarraingteacha. Seo leabhar a léifeá arís agus arís 
eile. (Aois 0–4, 5–8)

TADHG Mac DHONNAGHÁIN agus JOHN RYAN  
maisithe ag CARTOON SALOON  
GUGALÍ GUG! 10 mBLIANA DÁTHEANGACH  
FUTA FATA 2016 (CRUA) 76LCH €18.95 ISBN 9781910945209 

Seo cnuasach álainn dátheangach de rannta traidisiúnta do pháistí óga. Eisíodh an 
cnuasach den chéad uair sa bhlian 2005 agus is leagan úr den bhuneagrán é an cnuasach 
seo, ina bhfuil os cionn tríocha rann agus amhrán. Tá foclóir fairsing, maille le haithris 
agus rithim le fáil sna rannta a mbainfidh páistí óga an-sult as. Cuireann na léaráidí go 
mór le beocht agus bríomhaireacht na rannta. Áis luachmhar atá sa chnuasach, agus sa 
dlúthdhiosca a thagann leis, don seomra ranga agus don bhaile araon. (Aois 0–4, 5–8)



edited by RACHEL WILLIAMS illustrated by CHLOE GIORDANO  
READ TO YOUR BABY EVERY DAY  
FRANCES LINCOLN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2019 (HBK) 64PP £12.99 ISBN 9781786037701 

This collection of thirty classic nursery rhymes has been prettily illustrated with 
embroidered pictures. It has all the big hits: ‘Wheels on the Bus’, ‘Hickory Dickory Dock’ 
and so on. If you don’t have a book of nursery rhymes already this one is a nice option. 
The layout is one rhyme per page, perfect for when you have to read it again and again to 
your toddler! It makes good bedtime reading for babies and children up to age five or a 
little more. (Age 0–6)

 
TRACEY CORDEROY illustrated by STEVEN LENTON  
SHIFTY MCGIFTY AND SLIPPERY SAM:  
THE MISSING MASTERPIECE  
NOSY CROW 2018 (HBK) 32PP £11.99 ISBN 9780857639745 

This is a good-triumphs-over-evil delight for readers of all ages. The well-constructed 
rhyming text carries readers quickly through the narrative, while the illustrations have 
so much to take in that we are at odds over whether to continue or linger and absorb the 
intricate details. Twists and turns bring us to a resolve where we think the masterpiece 
is destroyed ... but is it? A witty story with a great ending and lots to keep everyone 
interested. (Age 2–4)

 
JULIA DONALDSON maisithe ag AXEL SCHEFFLER  
aistrithe ag TADHG Mac DHONNAGÁIN 
MO THEACHÍN GAN CHUMA GAN CHAOI  
FUTA FATA 2018 (BOG) 32LCH €9.95 ISBN 9781910945377 

Cuirfidh léitheoirí fáilte roimh an leagan Gaeilge seo den leabhar spleodrach A Squash and 
a Squeeze a scríobh Julia Donaldson. Mar is dual do Donaldson tá scéal breá spraíúil ann do 
pháistí óga. Tá go leor aithrise ann agus beidh an duine óg in ann é a léamh i gcomhar leis 
an duine fásta. Críochnaíonn an scéal le ceacht – cé go mbíonn sí ag gearán faoin áit i dtús 
báire ceal spáis, ní fada go dtuigeann sí go bhféadfadh cúrsaí a bheith níos measa agus slua 
ainmhithe sa mhullach ar a chéile ann. Aistrithe go cumasach ag Tadhg Mac Dhonnagáin, 
éiríonn leis rithim dheas nádúrtha a thabhairt slán sa leagan Gaeilge agus oireann fad na 
n-abairtí agus an friotal go mór do na léaráidí atá maisithe go stuama ag Axel Scheffler.  
(Aois 3–7) 

 
JULIA DONALDSON maisithe ag AXEL SCHEFFLER  
aistrithe ag TADHG Mac DHONNAGÁIN  
ZOG  
FUTA FATA 2019 (BOG) 32LCH €9.95 ISBN 9781910945445 

Sa scéilín álainn seo tá Zog an dragún ag obair go dícheallach ar scoil chun réalta óir 
a fháil. Bainfidh páistí taitneamh as an sár iarracht a dhéanann Zog chun a bheith an 
buachaill is fearr ar scoil agus é ag foghlaim conas béiceadh i gceart agus conas tine a 
shéideadh. Buaileann Zog le cailín deas a chuireann i gceart é lena fearas garchabhrach 
nuair atá cúnamh uaidh. Nuair nach n-éiríonn le Zog breith ar bhanphrionsa tagann an 
cailín deas i leith chun cúnamh a thabhairt dó. Scéal fileata spreagúil do chailíní agus 
buachaillí. Bainfidh léitheoirí níos sine taitneamh as ábhar tráthúil an scéil agus tiocfaidh 
léitheoirí óga ar ais arís agus arís eile go dtí na pictiúir gleoite. (Aois 3–7)



TADHG Mac DHONNAGÁIN maisithe ag JENNIFER FARLEY,  
BRIAN FITZGERALD, TARSILA KRÜSE agus CHRISTINA O’DONOVAN  
BLIAIN NA nAMHRÁN  
FUTA FATA 2016 (CRUA) 67LCH €16.95 ISBN 9781910945216

Cabhraíonn na hamhráin Ghaeilge seo le daoine, idir óg agus aosta, ceiliúradh a 
dhéanamh ar na séasúir agus ar an dúlra. Is eagrán maisithe é seo de na hamhráin agus tá 
léaráidí áille sa chnuasach seo a thugann eispéireas céadfach dúinn. Tá dlúthdhiosca ar fáil 
in éineacht leis an eagrán maisithe. (Aois 3–7)

 
MATT HAIG illustrated by CHRIS MOULD  
THE TRUTH PIXIE GOES TO SCHOOL  
CANONGATE BOOKS 2019 (HBK) 128PP £9.99 ISBN 9781786898265 

Truth Pixie’s back and she’s bringing her brutal honesty to school with Ada. A true friend 
speaks the truth, even when it’s hard to hear. Ada struggles with many problems at home, 
not to mention the rollercoaster of self-acceptance. Bold gothic illustrations grace the 
pages, while spirited rhymes peak and trough at a frenetic pace. The Truth Pixie arms 
children with a workable philosophy on life. It’s not happy ever after – it’s sometimes 
happy and sometimes hard and that’s OK. Read out-loud in one sitting. (Age 5–8)

 
PIP JONES illustrated by ELLA OKSTAD  
SQUISHY MCFLUFF MEETS MAD NANA DOT  
FABER & FABER 2015 (PBK) 80PP £6.99 ISBN 9780571302543 

Ava is going to spend the night at her Mad Nana Dot’s house and is very excited – from 
the illustrations, the reader knows that Ava’s mum is about to have a baby. Nan is 
short-sighted and has misplaced her glasses so Ava and her imaginary pet cat, Squishy 
McFluff, have all kinds of fun with this. Younger children will enjoy hearing about Ava’s 
mischievous adventures, written in rhyme, and the lively illustrations by Ella Okstad are 
full of colour, texture and pattern. (Age 5–8)

 
DANNA SMITH illustrated by BAGRAM IBATOULLINE  
THE HAWK OF THE CASTLE:  
A STORY OF MEDIEVAL FALCONRY  
WALKER BOOKS 2017 (HBK) 40PP £11.99 ISBN 9781406376692 

Three elements combine to produce this attractive illustrated book: a simple story in 
rhyme charting a day in the life of a medieval hawk; majestic illustrations that bring the 
story to life in vivid detail; and background information to answer any questions the 
modern reader may have. A beautiful look at the ancient art of falconry through the eyes 
of a young girl as she accompanies her father and the castle hawk to hunt for game.  
(Non-fiction, Age 5–8)



SÍOBHÁN Uí LUACHRA maisithe ag NIALL Ó LUACHRA  
RANNTA BEAGA  
AN GÚM 2012 (BOG) 35LCH €4.50 ISBN 9781857918090 

Cnuasach fíor-álainn, fíorthaitneamhach atá sa leabhar filíochta seo. Is léir go bhfuil 
tuiscint mhaith ag an bhfile ar pháistí agus téama is foclóir na ndánta an-oiriúnach dóibh. 
Feiceann an file iontas sna gnáthrudaí agus chuirfí miongháire ar d’aghaidh agus tú i 
mbun léitheoireachta. Is é an dán ‘Brionglóidí’ an ceann is fearr liomsa agus is iontach 
iad na híomhanna a chruthaítear ann. Is iad léaráidí mhac an scríbhneora a théann leis na 
dánta sa chnuasach seo agus cuireann na pictiúir áille seo go mór leis an saothar.  
(Aois 5–8)

LUCINDA JACOB illustrated by LAUREN O’NEILL  
HOPSCOTCH IN THE SKY  
LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS and POETRY IRELAND 2017 (HBK) 48PP €14.00 ISBN 9781910411933

Jacob brings great sensibility to these mesmerising poems for and about children and 
childhood. With a strong appeal to all the senses, these poems are at once timeless and 
contemporary. O’Neill’s illustrations, executed in a muted colour palette evocative of 
Mabel Lucy Atwell, will appeal to readers of all ages. Accompanied by a free ebook to 
introduce children to the poetic forms used, which will be a valuable tool for teachers, this 
is a wise and beautiful collection that every household should own. (Age 6–12)

ELOISE GREENFIELD illustrated by EHSAN ABDOLLAHI  
THINKER: MY PUPPY POET AND ME  
TINY OWL 2018 (HBK) 32PP £9.99 ISBN 9781910328330 

Follow best friends Thinker and Jace as they frolic through life quoting verse and rhyme. 
Their immense warmth, love and humour are visible on every page. Rich, beautiful and 
striking illustrations lead you through the joyful verses. The themes of love, friendship, 
belonging and inclusion converge on Pets’ Day when Thinker gets to join Jace at school –  
a dream come true! Thinker: My Puppy Poet and Me is an ideal read, especially before 
starting back at school after the long holidays. (Age 6–8)

 
MEG GREHAN  
THE DEEPEST BREATH  
LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 180PP €9.00 ISBN 9781912417186

Curious eleven-year-old Stevie is enamoured with the sea and spends much of her time 
engrossed in reading or delighting in her mother’s company. When she begins to develop 
unfamiliar feelings for classmate Chloe, Stevie finds herself in a crisis, unsure of her 
identity and even her cherished relationship with her mother. Following her compelling 
YA debut, Grehan now brings the verse novel to a middle-grade audience. Stevie’s voice is 
authentic and endearing, and her relationships are tenderly drawn. A moving journey of 
self-exploration and self-acceptance. (Age 9–12)



AIMEE LUCIDO  
IN THE KEY OF CODE  
WALKER BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 408PP £6.99 ISBN 9781406389333 

Written through poetry, this book will immerse readers fully in Emmy’s world as she 
learns to express herself through music and coding. Emmy discovers the importance of 
being true to yourself and how she belongs. The musicality of this book keeps the reader 
wanting more, feeling each emotion with Emmy as she finds her place in the world. 
Friendship and trust are huge themes, expressed beautifully through each stanza. This 
book is ideal for pre-teens learning to find their place in the world. (Age 9–12)

 
KWAME ALEXANDER illustrated by KADIR NELSON  
THE UNDEFEATED  
ANDERSEN PRESS 2019 (PBK) 36PP £12.99 ISBN 9781783449293 

This long poem with dramatic illustrations celebrates the history of the struggles and 
survival of African Americans. These are ‘dreamers and doers’ who overcame prejudice 
and oppression to achieve great things in politics, literature, music and sport. Supported 
by a helpful glossary, we meet Martin Luther King Jr, Billie Holliday, Jesse Owens and 
many others. This book has broad appeal. The advanced vocabulary is suitable for children 
11+ but younger readers will enjoy hearing and reading along with the poem, images and 
stories. (Non-fiction, Age 9–11, 12–14)

MICHAEL ROSEN 
THE MISSING 
WALKER BOOKS 2020 (HBK) 128PP £8.99 ISBN 9781406386752

Michael Rosen grew up with many questions about some of his Jewish ancestors. They 
were there before the Second World War, but then they weren’t. Nearly erased from both 
the history books and Rosen’s own family lore, these long-lost relatives are vividly brought 
back to life here. A powerful exploration of family and history, this combines prose and 
poems, and is written in a simple and effective way that won’t traumatise readers. Highly 
recommended. (Non-fiction, Age 10+)

KWAME ALEXANDER illustrated by DAWUD ANYABWILE 
THE CROSSOVER 
ANDERSEN PRESS 2020 (PBK) 224PP £8.99 ISBN 9781783449590

There are two things seventh-grader Josh Bell loves most in this world: basketball and his 
family. The Crossover (here in graphic novel form) is an enthralling read to be enjoyed by 
the less athletic amongst us as well as sports fans. The bouncing rhythm of spoken word 
and contemplative prose fluctuates with Josh’s state of mind, intertwined with illustrations 
by Dawud Anyabwile that swoop and soar. A lyrical and visual journey through 
masculinity, teenagehood, sibling rivalry, class and race, and childhood passion. (11+, YA)



MARCUS SEDGWICK and JULIAN SEDGWICK  
illustrated by ALEXIS DEACON  
VOYAGES IN THE UNDERWORLD OF ORPHEUS BLACK  
WALKER BOOKS 2019 (HBK) £12.99 370PP ISBN 9781406357929 

An astonishing mix of poetry, prose and illustration, this amazing collaborative work takes 
the myth of Orpheus and applies it to World War II, focusing on the relationship between 
two brothers: one a poet, one a visual artist. Dark and evocative images underpin the 
anti-war poetry and prose, allowing the mythology, history and mixture of artistic forms 
to stand out and perfectly complement each other. A stunning book that serves as a timely 
reminder of the horrors of war. (Age 12–14, YA)

DEAN ATTA illustrated by ANSHIKA KHULLAR  
THE BLACK FLAMINGO  
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 368PP £7.99 ISBN 9781444948608

This novel in verse follows Michael, a gay black drag artist, from childhood to university, 
as he faces the reality of being marginalised in modern Britain. Michael’s appealing voice 
keeps this a readable, enjoyable novel, even as the text delves into difficult topics around 
racism, homophobia and consent. Khullar’s illustrations are subtle but effective, often 
incorporating the feathers with which Michael identifies. A deep, thoughtful book perfect 
for fans of Sarah Crossan and Meg Grehan. (YA)

CLÉMENTINE BEAUVAIS translated by SAM TAYLOR 
IN PARIS WITH YOU 
FABER & FABER 2019 (PBK) 352PP £7.99 ISBN 9780571339723

Tatiana and Eugene have history before their paths diverge. Ten years later, they meet 
again and go attempt to reconcile their immature selves to have a chance to move forward. 
The words in this story work hard to give the reader atmosphere and emotion. This book is 
one of and on communication, chance and choice. It is a beautiful and enjoyable story of 
emotion and the arts, and a call to use our words carefully. (YA)

 

SARAH CROSSAN  
MOONRISE  
BLOOMSBURY YA 2018 (PBK) 400PP £7.99 ISBN 9781408867815

Joe hasn’t seen his brother Ed in ten years, since Ed was arrested. Ed is on death row now 
with weeks until his execution date, and Joe travels to try to reconnect with the brother 
who is now a stranger. He must confront their past and their future and work out how 
to say goodbye. As ever, Crossan’s verse novel has a strong voice and packs an emotional 
punch. A powerful read about family, forgiveness, justice and love. (YA)



SARAH CROSSAN  
TOFFEE  
BLOOMSBURY YA 2020 (PBK) 416PP £7.99 ISBN 9781408868133

Sarah Crossan brings her trademark style of narrative poetry to the story of Allison, a 
teenage girl escaping her violent father. Running out of options, she moves in with Marla, 
an elderly woman with dementia, who sometimes thinks that Allison is her long-lost 
friend Toffee. This is a tense read, as two vulnerable characters struggle to maintain their 
autonomy in a precarious world. There are no happy endings, but the reader feels that 
Allison/Toffee’s commitment to education will be her salvation. (YA)

SARAH CROSSAN and BRIAN CONAGHAN  
WE COME APART  
BLOOMSBURY YA 2018 (HBK) 336PP £7.99 ISBN 9781408878880

A verse novel about Jess, an English girl, and Nicu, a Romanian boy, who meet while 
doing community service. We move back and forth between their viewpoints, each 
gradually revealing their stories, hopes and dreams. These are characters you can’t help 
but root for – in particular the charming Nicu, bubbling over with things to say but 
without enough English words to express himself as he would like. This is a wonderful 
contemporary novel that demands to be read. (YA)

MEG GREHAN  
THE SPACE BETWEEN  
LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 182PP €9.99 ISBN 9781910411599 

Is it possible that, by cutting herself off from the world for a whole year, Beth can discover 
a new life – a better one? Grehan cups the storm of an anxiety-ridden mind so perfectly 
within these pages that, at times, you want to slam the book shut – until love and promise 
reel you back in. A unique work of poetic fiction, The Space Between has the power to 
inspire a generation of future writers in a style too rarely found in YA literature. (YA)

LOUISA REID 
GLOVES OFF 
GUPPY BOOKS 2019 (HBK) 320PP £10.99 ISBN 9781913101008

After a brutal attack, Lily’s father decides it’s time for her to fight back. Boxing classes give 
Lily a new escape and the possibility of finding a place she belongs, as she slowly learns 
to stand up for herself and take control, instead of simply making peace with her pain. 
A powerful verse novel encompassing issues of violence, bullying, sexuality, body-image 
and family dynamics, Gloves Off  is a story of growth that is inspiring and, at times, gut-
wrenchingly raw. (YA)



JASON REYNOLDS illustrated by CHRIS PRIESTLEY  
LONG WAY DOWN  
FABER & FABER 2018 (HBK) 336PP £7.99 ISBN 9780571335121 

This powerful verse novel takes a compelling look at gun violence in the US through 
the story of Will, whose older brother has just been shot and killed. There are rules 
surrounding a shooting – no crying, no snitching, get revenge – and it’s time for Will 
to act out rule three. In a dream-like sequence, Will meets the ghosts of victims of 
gun violence and must decide if he will continue this cycle. This novel will also attract 
teenagers who don’t consider themselves ‘readers’. (YA)

 

ANGIE THOMAS  
ON THE COME UP  
WALKER BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 448PP £7.99 ISBN 9781406372168 

Angie Thomas’s much anticipated second novel keeps the hits coming, as readers follow 
the journey of Bri Jackson from high school student to teenage rapper. When she finally 
gets her big break, will she have to sacrifice too much? Just as in The Hate U Give, Thomas 
seamlessly blends family and relationship drama with larger societal issues of institutional 
racism, sexism and poverty. This well-crafted and difficult-to-put-down book brims with 
quiet intensity, the sparkling potential of its young protagonists leaping from every page. 
(YA)

RENÉE WATSON and ELLEN HAGAN  
WATCH US RISE  
BLOOMSBURY YA 2019 (PBK) 368PP £7.99 ISBN 9781526600868 

Chelsea and Jasmine are ‘artivists’. They want to promote social justice through their 
writing but feel stifled, even at their hyper-liberal New York high school. To make their 
voices heard, they’ll have to break some rules. Jasmine is an engaging narrator, particularly 
when describing the slow fallout from a tragic family illness, while Chelsea’s poems 
perfectly capture the emotion and frustration of a developing teenage writer. Readers who 
avidly follow American cultural politics will find much here to provoke and inspire. (YA)

 
MÁIRE ZEPF  
NÓINÍN  
COIS LIFE 2019 (BOG) 273LCH €10.00 ISBN 9781907494949 

Déanann Zepf ceist na sábháilteachta agus an chairdis ar líne a chíoradh go híogair 
agus go healaíonta sa saothar saorvéarsaíochta seo. Déantar beirt phríomhcharachtar, 
Nóinín agus a cara dílis Eimear, a leanúint agus pléitear ceisteanna a bhaineann leis an ré 
dhigiteach i rith an scéil. Léirítear dhá thaobh an scéil le linn an leabhair, rud a chuireann 
go mór leis an reacaireacht. Bainfidh idir dhéagóirí agus léitheoirí fásta taitneamh as an 
leabhar seo go háirithe as an gcur chuige turgnamhach a chuirtear i bhfeidhm lena linn. 
(Daoine Fásta Óga)
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