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About Children’s Books Ireland
At Children’s Books Ireland, we believe that ever y
child should have access to the joy of reading ,
regardless of their circumstances. Our mission
is to make books central to ever y child ’s life
on the island of Ireland. We work with families,
teachers, libraries, publishers and communities
all across the island to get books into children’s
hands and to inform adults who can make a big
impact on their reading. We advocate for the
changes Ireland needs to grow a new generation
of readers, and we suppor t ar tists so that they
can make excellent work for children and young
people. Sign up to our newsletter to stay in touch!
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@KidsBooksIrel
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About this themed book list
This is a curated list of titles our exper t reviewers
recommend under the assigned theme. It is by no
means an exhaustive list and we have tried, where
possible, to include a spread across age ranges and
genres under the theme. Our policy is to include
titles dating from f ive years to date in English
and ten years to date in the Irish language. Any
titles by an Irish author, illustrator, publisher
or in the Irish language will be denoted with a
shamrock. Af ter initial publication, these lists will
be revisited annually and updated with new titles
where suitable. Go to childrensbooksireland.ie for
more themed book lists and resources.

STEPHANIE BLAKE

SUPER RABBIT

GECKO PRESS 2017 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781877579578

There once was a little rabbit who thought he was a super rabbit. Kitted out in a mask and
cape and with bags of stamina and shouty enthusiasm, our little rabbit spends a lot of time
demonstrating his super-ness to the rest of the world. But sometimes, even superheroes
need their mum ... Bright, bold, uncluttered illustrations carry the story along and will
have young rabbits (little and super) jump, yell and feel as much as our hero. (Age 0–4)

CARLY GLEDHILL

MONTY + SYLVESTER:
A TALE OF EVERYDAY SUPER HEROES
ORCHARD BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781408351758

Monty and Sylvester are best friends who just can’t wait to be superheroes. They’ve read
the superhero manual cover to cover, they’ve got the outfits sorted – they’re ready to go!
With their first mission on the horizon, let’s hope they’re up to the job ... Carly Gledhill’s
illustration style is as distinctive as it is unusual. This quirkiness perfectly complements her
two heroes and brings their exploits to boisterous life. A wonderful story for any budding
superheroes out there. (Age 0–4)

EOIN McLAUGHLIN illustrated by ROSS COLLINS

SECRET AGENT ELEPHANT

ORCHARD BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781408354261

A bumbling, well-meaning elephant stumbles through his spy training, as he is pitted
against the international supervillain Vincent le Morte and his own insatiable appetite
for mini pizzas. This witty parody of espionage thrillers introduces young readers to the
adorable would-be secret agent of the title as he enters a world for which he is desperately
unsuited, but in which he finally finds an elephant-shaped place. (Age 0–4)

KAT PATRICK illustrated by LAUREN FARRELL

DOODLE CAT WEARS A CAPE

SCRIBBLE 2019 (HBK) 32PP £10.99 ISBN 9781911617891

Doodle Cat is back! And this time he has a cape. But his friend Pangolin is sad … can
Doodle Cat use his superpowers to cheer him up? This story is funny, engaging and
utterly focused on the power of the imagination, and shows the reader that love is the
greatest superpower of all. With a striking and vibrant colour palette, the illustrations
bring Doodle Cat and Pangolin vividly to life, in a book that is beautifully produced and
wonderfully engaging. (Age 0–4, 5–7)

PHIL EARLE illustrated by STEVE MAY

SUPERDAD’S DAY OFF

BARRINGTON STOKE 2017 (PBK) 94PP £6.99 ISBN 9781781126844

Stanley’s dad is a superhero. But saving the world every day is so tiring he can hardly keep
his eyes open! On his day off father and son head to the park, where Stanley is determined
to let his dad rest. While his dad snoozes, Stanley takes over, bravely battling with
panthers, monster trucks and flooded houses, emerging as a hero in his own right. This
book is packed with action and the illustrations are gorgeous – quirky, funny, dynamic
and full of character. A wonderful, enjoyable romp. (Age 5–8)

SHANNON HALE & DEAN HALE illustrated by LeUYEN PHAM

THE PRINCESS IN BLACK

WALKER BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 96PP £6.99 ISBN 9780763678883

Princess Magnolia might seem like your average, ordinary princess, but having a kingdom
beside Monster Land comes with certain responsibilities, especially when the monster
alarm won’t stop ringing ... The Princess in Black is a fabulous take on the princess trope,
switching up roles to allow Magnolia battle monsters as a mysterious black-clad ninja
while keeping up appearances at home. Readers will love the dynamic illustrations and the
tension as Magnolia tries to keep her hidden identity secret! Particularly suitable for newly
independent readers. (Age 5–8)

PAULA HARRISON illustrated by JENNY LØVLIE

KITTY AND THE MOONLIGHT RESCUE

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 2019 (PBK) 128PP £5.99 ISBN 9780192771650

This book has the reader tag along with Kitty and her new cat-pals as she becomes a
somewhat unwilling superhero. The story has a good pace to keep readers interested in
what happens next. The chapter layout means it can be spaced out over a few bedtimes
or all in one go for maximum impact! The illustrations set the mood of the night-time
adventure and bring the reader along for the ride. (Age 5–8)

ANDREW JUDGE and CHRIS JUDGE

CREATE YOUR OWN SUPERHERO EPIC
SCHOLASTIC 2017 (PBK) 160PP £6.99 ISBN 9781407171265

Meet Hiro, your navigator through the third book in the Create Your Own series. This is a
choose-your-own-adventure story with a twist. Doodletown is a half-drawn world and you
have to draw, decide and tear your way to complete the story, which is jammed with both
visual and written jokes that will appeal to fans of Danger Is Everywhere. The illustrations
throughout are simple line drawings so that even the limited artist will feel comfortable
adding their own creations. A fun-filled, interactive adventure. (Age 5–8)

NEILL CAMERON

MEGA ROBO BROS
DAVID FICKLING BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 96PP £9.99 ISBN 9781910200834

Freddy and Alex are your run-of-the-mill brothers: they fight, they’re late for school, they
read comics, they have friends ... Except, of course, that they are robots and come with
superpowers. Adopted by a human family from a young age, the ‘boys’ get on with their
lives until the day a mysterious baddy starts setting traps for them, deadly ones. This is
an awesome comic book: fast-paced, exciting, funny and, incidentally, with a marvellous
sense of ethnic, religious and gender diversity. Brilliant! (Age 5–8, 8–10)

BEN CLANTON

A NARWHAL AND JELLY BOOK:
SUPER NARWHAL AND JELLY JOLT
EGMONT PUBLISHING 2019 (PBK) 64PP £5.99 ISBN 9781405295314

Narwhal has decided to become a superhero. He has his super outfit and secret identity,
but Narwhal has yet to discover his unique superpower. Join him and his best friend Jelly
as they navigate their way to becoming the best superheroes and super-friends they can be!
The three short stories in this collection contain a perfectly judged mix of zany humour,
silly puns and slapstick action. Perfect for young independent readers, who will enjoy
sampling the delights of a laugh-out-loud, comic book style story. (Age 5–8, 8–10)

KATIE & KEVIN TSANG illustrated by NATHAN REED

SAM WU IS NOT AFRAID OF SPIDERS

EGMONT PUBLISHING 2019 (PBK) 208PP £5.99 ISBN 9781405294287

This book follows Sam, his best friends and his younger sister as they try to find Tulip
the Tarantula who is loose in the school. This is the fourth book in the series, but that
shouldn’t impact the enjoyment of a newcomer to the series. A fun story with cute
illustrations – and jokes in Sam’s alliterations – that also teaches a positive lesson about
how it’s alright to be afraid of things and the importance of overcoming one’s fears.
(Age 5–8, 8–10)

VARIOUS

FAR OUT FAIRY TALES
STONE ARCH BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 176PP £10.99 ISBN 9781496525116

When fairy tales get the graphic novel treatment, expect certain things to change along
the way. Discover what Snow White would be like if she were raised by (seven) robots.
Meet Cinderella, sorry, Ninja-rella; help three billy goats named Gruff escape from a video
game, and chase down the Big Bad Wolf with the help of a superpowered Red Riding
Hood! Each fairy tale revision holds true to the spirit of the original while adding a
modern twist to the classic tales we know and love. (Age 5–8, 8–10)

RIDLEY PEARSON illustrated by ILE GONZALEZ

SUPER SONS: THE POLARSHIELD PROJECT
DC COMICS 2019 (PBK) 160PP £7.99 ISBN 9781401286392

Ian Wayne and Jon Kent are two teenagers with nothing in common except that their
fathers are two of the most infamous superheroes of all time, Batman and Superman.
To avoid an impending global disaster, the Super Sons will need to find a way to trust
each other and work together. Ridley Pearson’s narrative is endlessly inventive and often
hilarious. Ile Gonzalez’s artwork is gorgeously detailed and beautifully coloured. By turns
funny, poignant and thought-provoking, The PolarShield Project is an original and exciting
adventure. (Age 8–10, 10–12)

MEG CABOT illustrated by CARA McGEE

BLACK CANARY: IGNITE

DC ZOOM 2019 (PBK) 160PP £7.99 ISBN 9781401286200

For this reimagining of Dinah Lance, aka Black Canary’s origin story, Cabot and McGee
turn this hero into a young teenager just discovering her powerful voice and the unique
way she can save the day. Cabot shows her usual skill for telling stories that take place
in worlds slightly beyond belief, while creating a sense of authenticity, making it easy
for readers to engage. An engagement bolstered by McGee’s cartoonish, but emotive
illustrations. This is a story full of humour and action, brilliant! (Age 8–10, 10–12, 12–14)

PATRICIA FORDE illustrated by ELĪNA BRASLIŅA

BUMPFIZZLE THE BEST ON PLANET EARTH
LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 128PP €9.00 ISBN 9781912417032

It’s not easy being the middle child, especially if you’re an alien disguised as a child sent
to understand these silly human beings, but Bumpfizzle is Planet Plonk’s bravest warrior.
He deals with the baby (and its annoying traits), survives a fearsome beast (the family cat)
and almost enjoys the local cuisine (cat food). But when the Great Master Hornswoggle
suggests eating the humans, Bumpfizzle has a dilemma. With hilariously disgusting
illustrations from Elīna Brasliņa, Bumpfizzle is the story of a disgruntled alien that readers
will adore. (Age 8–12)

SARAH GRALEY

GLITCH

SCHOLASTIC 2019 (PBK) 192PP £10.99 ISBN 9781338174519

Izzy has an incredible secret – she can enter the world of her new video game! Not only
that, but once inside, she finds out she is the chosen one: only she can save Dungeon City
from the Big Boss. Navigating this exciting but secret virtual life while keeping track of
family, school and friendship is proving tricky. And that’s even before Izzy loses a life
while inside the game ... Brilliant dialogue, tons of action and humour, this comes highly
recommended. (Age 8–12)

JOHN MONTROLL illustrated by MIN SUNG KU

DC SUPER HEROES ORIGAMI

CURIOUS FOX 2015 (PBK) 448PP £14.99 ISBN 9781782021582

This is a step-by-step guide to making your own superheroes using the ancient paper art
of origami. Containing everything you need to get started, there are 46 different models
to create; from Superman and Wonder Woman to Batman’s belt, Bat Bike and Batarangs,
there is no limit to creativity! Difficulty levels range from beginner to more advanced
(after a bit of practice). This perfect book for a rainy afternoon also includes 96 sheets of
specially illustrated folding papers to add to the finished look.
(Non-fiction, Age 9–11, 12–14)

EOIN COLFER

THE FOWL TWINS
HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2019 (HBK) 432PP £14.99 ISBN 9780008324810

Meet Myles and Beckett Fowl, who are about to dive into a world of trouble. Tiny trolls,
interrogating nuns and scheming dukes are just some of the treats awaiting both new and
veteran fans. The novel is laugh-out-loud funny and filled with the same inventiveness
that made the earlier Fowl books a hit. The great characters and fast pace make it easy to
recommend for young readers who love adventure and magic. This book is many things,
but it is far from fowl. (Age 9–12)

FRANK COTTRELL BOYCE illustrated by STEVEN LENTON

THE ASTOUNDING BROCCOLI BOY

MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 416PP £6.99 ISBN 9781529008807

When comics lover Rory suddenly turns a spectacular shade of green, he thinks of
the other people who sport the unusual skin tone: the Hulk, Green Lantern ... See a
pattern? Rory certainly does: what if turning green actually means you’ve turned into a
superhero? Rory can’t wait to discover exactly what his superpower might be ... Hilarious,
heart-warming and a great page-turner, this is Frank Cottrell Boyce at his best. Highly
recommended! (Age 9–12)

KIERAN FANNING

THE SAMURAI WARS: THE BLACK LOTUS
CHICKEN HOUSE BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 353PP £6.99 ISBN 9781909489929

What if the X-Men were ninjas? In a present not unlike ours except run by an Imperialist
Samurai government, The Black Lotus presents an exciting, unfamiliar world of
superpowers and super stealth. The story concerns three protagonists Ghost, Cormac and
Kate, three kids with special abilities enrolled in The Black Lotus (a secret ninja training
school) to join the fight against an evil dictator. With some excellent world building, this
book gets five out of five throwing stars for action and adventure. (Age 9–12)

DAVID SOLOMONS illustrated by LAURA ELLEN ANDERSON

MY BROTHER IS A SUPERHERO

NOSY CROW 2015 (PBK) 320PP £6.99 ISBN 9780857634795

By chance, Zack is granted amazing, out of this dimension superpowers and Luke, his
comic book fanatic brother, is not pleased he missed out due to an ill-timed trip to the
bathroom. However, they will need to work together to prevent the destruction of not one
but TWO worlds. This debut novel is very funny with some impressively geeky references
and works well as a loving spoof of superhero origin stories. Combined with an exciting
plot, the book is a marvel. (Age 9–12)

KEVIN STEVENS illustrated by SHEENA DEMPSEY

PUCKER POWER: THE SUPER-POWERED SUPER PUG
LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 112PP €7.99 ISBN 9781910411308

When the poor pug, Pucker Power, is dognapped from St Stephen’s Green, his family
of hapless superheroes embark on a rescue mission from Paris to St Petersburg. It’s not
all doom and gloom for Pucker as he manages to fall in love during his ordeal, captured
perfectly by Sheena Dempsey’s quirky illustrations. This funny tale is one that any owner
of a wilful dog can relate to. It’s refreshing to read a story with an Irish turn of phrase – all
in all, a lovely light read. (Age 9–12)

ALEXANDER UTKIN translated by LADA MOROZOVA

GAMAYUN TALES: THE KING OF BIRDS

NOBROW 2018 (HBK) 66PP £12.99 ISBN 9781910620380

This collection of linked stories, in comic strip form, modelled on traditional Russian
folklore has some beautiful artwork. The stories are linked by a narrator who appears
throughout, the fabulous blue and gold Gamayun, a magical human-faced bird from
Slavic mythology. Battles, quests, treachery, fate, this gorgeous book has it all. This is the
first in an exciting series of mystery and adventure. Highly recommended!
(Age 9–12, 12–14)

SHANNON HALE & DEAN HALE

THE UNBEATABLE SQUIRREL GIRL:
SQUIRREL MEETS WORLD
EGMONT PUBLISHING 2017 (PBK) 324PP £6.99 ISBN 9781405287661

The Unbeatable Squirrel Girl is the best character that Marvel Comics has released in
years, and she works even better in this novelisation. Fourteen-year-old Doreen Green is
Squirrel Girl. When she moves to a new school, Doreen must hide her tail, along with her
secret identity, to find new friends and clean up New Jersey. This laugh-out-loud comedy
prequel to her monthly series is witty and clever. Squirrel Meets World has the funniest,
cutest and punching-est hero in the Marvel Universe. (Age 12–14)

MICHAEL GRANT

MONSTER

EGMONT PUBLISHING 2017 (PBK) 464PP £7.99 ISBN 9781405284837

Four years ago, Shade Darby watched the dome surrounding the FAYZ collapse and barely
survived the ensuing mayhem that killed her mother. Now, more asteroids are approaching
Earth, similar to the one that originally fell to Perdido and gave teenagers superpowers.
But when Shade and others manifest powers following exposure, powerful people are
determined to either stop them or use them for their own gain. This is a fast-paced, tense
sequel to the Gone series about the thin line between good and evil. (YA)

MARISSA MEYER

RENEGADES

MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 576PP £7.99 ISBN 9781529023114

Bestselling author Marissa Meyer’s Renegades is an action-packed twist on the superhero
formula. The novel centres on Nova, a self-described ‘Anarchist’, and her emerging
relationship with ‘Renegade’ Adrian. Both human prodigies and sworn enemies, a
common cause forces them to work together. From its shocking prologue to its surprise
ending, this book questions how we choose heroes and who gets to decide what is morally
right or wrong. A thrilling read with fleshed-out characters and plot developments that
will keep readers hooked. (YA)

PATRICK NESS

THE REST OF US JUST LIVE HERE
WALKER BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 352PP £7.99 ISBN 9781406365566

The premise of Patrick Ness’s novel considers what it means to be the ‘other’ girl or
guy – not the hero or heroine, just a teenager trying to get on to the next chapter of life.
Sometimes that seems a bit more difficult when classmates are dropping like flies and
you’re not sure that the high school will still be standing in time for graduation. Written
with warmth and intelligence, this wonderful coming-of-age story has everything you
could want: adventure, mystery, love, humour, friendship, supernatural activity ... (YA)

HAMISH STEELE

DEADENDIA: THE WATCHER’S TEST
NOBROW 2018 (PBK) 220PP £12.99 ISBN 9781910620472

Reluctant readers rejoice! DeadEndia is a graphic novel with a superb storyline, exploding
with inventive illustrations. Barney, the protagonist, works alongside his friend and his
dog to overcome evil forces wreaking havoc on an amusement park – which happens to
contain the gateway to hell. This text is suitable for anyone who likes to read fast-paced,
eventful, all-inclusive stories, and may be appealing for young adults who identify as
transgender or who feel unrepresented by the mainstream media. A requirement for all
comprehensive libraries! (YA)
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