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The Books Make Things Better reading guide and Gift a Book project is a partnership initiative of Children’s Books Ireland,
The Arts Council and KPMG.
Children’s Books Ireland has made every effort to ensure that all information is correct at the time of print.
However, we cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions.
Tá gach iarracht déanta ag Leabhair Pháistí Éireann le cinntiú go bhfuil an fhaisnéis sa treoir seo cruinn.
Ní féidir le LPÉ a bheith freagach áfach as aon earráid ná easnamh.

RÉAMHRÁ/INTRODUCTION
Last Christmas, none of us could have imagined what 2020 would hold in store. We hope to be telling
a very different story next Christmas. But for now, things are hard for many, and even harder for
some, and we believe very strongly that books make things better. The idea behind this reading guide
is to highlight the brilliant books by Irish authors, illustrators, translators and publishers which were
published in 2020. The creative community behind Ireland’s children’s literature has shown great
generosity in sharing their work online, reading stories, providing activities and inviting families to
draw with them. Now is the time for us to support them, to buy their work in your local bookshop and
make sure it ends up under the Christmas tree, in a stocking, under a duvet with a torch or in the post
to family and friends who won’t make it home this year.
We believe there is a book for everyone, and with over one hundred books for children and young
people of all ages in this guide, there is sure to be something here that will become a child’s next
favourite book, whether bought in a bookshop or borrowed from the library.
This year, we have given the gift of 16,500 books to children who need them. All over Ireland, in
schools, direct provision centres, hospitals and emergency accommodation, are children who do not
own a book, or who struggle with reading, who may not have a culture of reading at home or who need
cheering up when things are really tough. These children need books for a multitude of reasons, but
although their stories may vary, we do know that books make things even a little bit better for every
one of them. And if one book leads to another, and another, and another, books can make things
significantly better: we know that reading for pleasure is more important for children’s educational
success than their family’s socio-economic status. What that tells us is that we can make a difference,
if we can just bring the joy of reading to children who need it most.
This Christmas, 6,000 children will get the gift of a brilliant, illustrated book by an Irish author or
illustrator, thanks to the generous support of the Arts Council, our core funder, and KPMG, the
headline sponsor of the KPMG Children’s Books Ireland Awards. Our Gift A Book initiative will reach
those families who need it most, while also supporting the extraordinary makers who create the rich
tapestry of Irish children’s literature. The experience of finding a book you love is so uplifting at any
age, and we hope that, regardless of language, ability or circumstances, children in Ireland will find
much to love in these books. We all need that lift this year – so if you can, please give an Irish book
to a child or young person this Christmas: buy it in your local bookshop or donate the price of it on
our website to make sure we can get more books to children who need them. You can help to make
things better by giving a child the gift of reading this Christmas.
Elaina Ryan, CEO,
Children’s Books Ireland/Leabhair Pháistí Éireann
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My earliest memories are of escaping into the world of stor y. A world where you can be whoever
you want to be, where you can test out multiple versions of a possible alternative you. As a
child, I solved mysteries with Nancy Drew, and I captured smugglers with the Secret Seven.
In my head, I was ever y one of the Famous Five (apart from Timmy the Dog). Life moves on.
Stories and heroes change. My children built Hogwarts out of Lego, chairs, curtains, whatever
was available. Waving their plastic wands, they defeated Voldemort time and time again.
Whoever the heroes, books allow you to visit an imaginar y world without leaving the safety of
your own home. Gan do chathaoir a f hágáil is féidir leat an domhan ar fad a thaisteal le leabhar.
Is féidir leat éalú ó do chuid fadhbanna go saol na samhlaíochta.
During the lockdown so many poets, writers and illustrators invited us into their worlds.
They generously shared their work online so we could enjoy poems, illustrations, stories and
readings on video or Zoom. Shared for free, they helped both adults and children to cope with
conf inement. They reminded us that there was still a world (real or imaginar y) out there that we
would eventually return to.
This reading guide again invites us into that world. Tugann Leabhair Pháistí Éireann cuireadh
dúinn cuairt eile a thabhairt ar an domhan sin – domhan na samhlaíochta. With continuing
constraints on social distancing and socialising in general, what better gift to give your child
or your young adult than a book. Celebrate Christmas with a book. Féach tríd an leabhrán seo.
Féach ar na haoisghrúpaí éagsúla. Déan rogha. Déan an Nollaig a cheiliúradh le leabhar. Look
through this reading guide. There’s something here for ever y age group. Remember that the gift
of reading is much more than just for Christmas. The gift of reading turns it into a lifetime of
inspiration and enjoyment.
Have a look outside your usual comfort zone. Perhaps a book that slipped under the invisibility
cloak of Covid while libraries, schools and bookshops were closed. Perhaps a book that slips
under the invisibility cloak of Irish language. If you go for the Irish language option and lack
conf idence in reading as Gaeilge, why not choose a book that’s slightly lower than your usual
reading age?
Irish artists, illustrators, writers and stor ytellers have been more than generous in sharing their
work during lockdown. It’s more important than ever that we now support them. Má theastaíonn
uait go mbeidh scríbhneoirí agus maisitheoirí in ann leanúint orthu ag scríobh, má theastaíonn
uait go mbeidh leabhair d’ardchaighdeán ar fáil, roghnaigh leabhar le scríbhneoir Éireannach.
Mar Laureate na nÓg creidim go láidir go mba cheart go mbeadh leabhair d’ardchaighdeán (idir
Ghaeilge agus Bhéarla) ar fáil do gach páiste sa tír.
Support Irish writers (as Gaeilge nó as Béarla). Bímis ag léamh.
Áine Ní Ghlinn, Laureate na nÓg 2020–2022
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MY FIRST BOOK OF IREL AND/
MY FIRST BOOK OF IRISH WILDLIFE

THE O’BRIEN PRESS 2020 (BOARD) 18PP €8.99 (E ACH) ISBN 9781788491884/9781788491655

These two board books are part of a clever series designed to introduce babies to the world
around them. These two editions deal with wildlife native to the island of Ireland, including
deer, foxes and pine martens and things that are intrinsically Irish, including tin whistles,
Aran jumpers, wolfhounds and hurls. A fun series that helps babies begin to recognise
important parts of our everyday lives and equally brilliant for introducing babies and
families living abroad to their heritage or reminding them of home.
(Non-fiction, Age 0–2) [JM]
READ ALSO: My First Book of Irish Vehicles and My First Book of GAA
EOIN McL AUGHLIN illustrated by POLLY DUNBAR

WHILE WE CAN’T HUG

FABER 2020 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9780571365609

A timely follow-up to this author and illustrator’s previous collaboration, The Hug. Tortoise
and Hedgehog are sad that they can’t hug right now, but Owl says that there are plenty
of other ways to show someone you care. Hedgehog and Tortoise will lift your spirits
when they dance, paint and sing together, while apart. With bright illustrations and cute
characters, this picturebook shows children that there are still lots of ways to have fun while
social distancing. (Age 0–2, 2–4) [KR]
READ ALSO: The Hug by Eoin McLaughlin and Polly Dunbar
YASMEEN ISMAIL

WOULD YOU LIKE A BANANA?

WA L KER B O O K S 2020 (HB K ) 32PP £12.99 I SB N 9781406375848

Bananas are offered up in buns, in cups and even in elaborate birthday cakes, but our
stubborn gorilla is having none of it. Full of playful humour and childish defiance, the
interplay between patient narrator and tenacious gorilla will strike a chord with any family
managing mealtime battles or fickle toddlers. The text’s strong rhythm and repetitive
structure lends itself perfectly to dramatic readings and audience participation (be
prepared for lots of shouting!) and the extravagant mixed-media illustrations will captivate
even the youngest of readers. (Age 0–4) [LQ]
READ ALSO: Oh No, George! by Chris Haughton
RISTEARD MacLIAM maisithe ag TAT YANA FEENEY

MO CHUID AMHRÁIN GHAEILGE

M L Ó G M E Á N FÓM H A IR 2020 (CL Á R ) 14LCH €10.00 ISB N 9782919958993

Sa leabhar fuaime seo, cuirfidh léitheoirí óga aithne ar shé amhrán thraidisiúnta (Báidín
Fheilimí, Óró ‘sé do bheatha abhaile, Peigín Leitir Móir, Níl sé ina lá, Dúlamán, agus Éireoidh
mé ar maidin). Ní gá ach an cnaipe ar gach leathanach a bhrú agus cloistear an t-amhrán á
chanadh ag amhránaí óg. Tá íomhá ghalánta shéimh ag gabháil le gach amhrán. Bainfidh
páistí beaga an-taitneamh as idirghníomhaíocht an leabhair, agus seans go n-aithneoidh a
dtuismitheoirí na hamhráin óna laethanta scoile féin. Go hálainn ar fad.
(Aois 0–4) [SMcN]
LÉIGH FREISIN: Bliain na nAmhrán le Tadhg Mac Dhonnagáin, Jennifer Farley, Brian
Fitzgerald, Tarsila Krüse agus Christina O Donovan
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ÚNA WOODS

HAVE YOU SEEN THE DUBLIN VAMPIRE?

T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S SEP T 2020 (HB K ) 32PP €12.99 ISB N 9781788491198

A friendly looking vampire takes a night-time stroll through the fair city’s iconic spots,
hopping on the ghost bus, battling the rain and partaking in Bewley’s finest buns. The
characters populating the pages are as diverse as they are stylish, with bright patterned
outfits that mark them off the dark backgrounds. The night setting is refreshing and
absolutely not scary, and young readers will love being involved in the text by the searchand-find element and feeling that bit special (‘Only you see the Dublin Vampire’).
(Age 0–4) [JS]
READ ALSO: My Little Album of Dublin by Juliette Saumande and Tarsila Krüse
DAWN COULTER-CRUT TENDEN

BEAR SHAPED

OXFO R D U NI V ER SI T Y PR E S S 2020 (PB K ) 32PP £6 .99 ISB N 97801927 72114

Jack takes Bear everywhere. When Jack cannot talk to people or try new things, brave
Bear can. If Jack needs quiet, Bear is there to snuggle. One day, Bear gets lost, leaving
Jack with a bear-shaped void. Jack makes posters, which his father posts online. People
begin to send Jack consolation bears and messages. Inspired by true events, this beautifully
poignant picturebook easily invokes empathy for Jack’s loss. The gentle images sensitively
underscore Jack’s autism. It is an impressive debut by a talented artist.
(Age 2–4) [HP]
READ ALSO: The Heart and the Bottle by Oliver Jeffers
PETER DONNELLY

THE DEAD ZOO

G IL L B O O K S SEP T 2020 (HB K ) 32PP €14.99 I SB N 9780717189724

In this story of an unlikely friendship between dour museum-owner Mr Gray and a
mischievous mouse, Dublin’s ‘Dead Zoo’ (the natural history museum) is brilliantly
immortalised. A slapstick chase takes readers on a virtual museum tour – featuring the
iconic great Irish elk. Clever use of colour throughout juxtaposes the aptly named Mr
Gray with vivid exotic animals, highlighting his transformation from strict and serious to a
veritable Willy Wonka, clad head to toe in purple. Fun and stylish, The Dead Zoo is Donnelly
at his best. (Age 2–4 ) [ER]
READ: Mr Peek and the Misunderstanding at the Zoo by Kevin Waldron
MARY MURPHY

ONLY A TREE KNOWS HOW TO BE A TREE
OT T ER-B A R RY B O O K S 2020 (HB K ) 32PP £11.99 ISB N 9781910959251

There is joy, serenity and an affinity with the natural world in this remarkable picturebook
from Mary Murphy. The writing is at once simple and stylish: ‘Fish live in water. They flash
like jewels.’ The illustrations feel playful and free, with bright, energetic swipes of colour
and an array of different types and colours of bodies cartwheeling and leaping across the
page. A profound book full of wonder at all our differences, warmly reassuring readers that,
ultimately, only they know how to be them. (Age 2–4, 5–7) [ER]
READ ALSO: What I Like Most by Mary Murphy and Zhu Cheng-Liang
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DOLORES KEAVENEY

DEE THE BEE

S TA R FISH B AY CHIL D R EN ’ S B O O K S 2020 (HB K ) 32PP £10.99 I SB N 9781760360962

Everyone should know and understand the vital role bees play in our food chain and
ecosystems, and this book sets out to show children just that, in rich colours and simple
rhyme. Dee the Bee goes from plant to plant, pollinating flowers so that fruit and
vegetables of all kinds can grow. A riot of colour welcomes readers on every page, and
children should find great pleasure in spotting flowers, fruit and veg they recognise, as well
as maybe learning some new ones! (Age 2–4, 5–8) [LG]
READ ALSO: Naturama by Michael Fewer and Melissa Doran
K ATHLEEN WATKINS illustrated by MARGARET ANNE SUGGS

PIGÍN’S UNEXPECTED ADVENTURE
GILL BOOKS OCT 2020 (HBK) 32PP €14.99 ISBN 9780717183791

The adventures of Pigín continue in this latest instalment from author and illustrator duo
Kathleen Watkins and Margaret Anne Suggs. Borne up into the sky by the fairies’ birthday
balloons, Pigín hitches a ride to London with a friendly Aer Lingus pilot and has adventures
galore in the city the Queen of England calls home. Cutting a fine figure in his new tweed
suit, Pigín takes London by storm! A sweet and gentle story accompanied by Suggs’s
gorgeous, warm illustrations, this is an absolute treat. (Age 2–4, 5–8) [BL]
READ ALSO: The President’s Glasses by Peter Donnelly
SARAH WEBB illustrated by STEVE McCARTHY

THE ONE WITH THE WAGGLY TALE: FAVOURITE
RHYMES FROM AN IRISH CHILDHOOD
THE O’BRIEN PRESS OCT 2020 (HBK) 64PP €16.99 ISBN 9781788491518

This is the third edition in this popular series and Webb returns with a diverse range of
poems, songs and tongue twisters. Guaranteed to evoke strong childhood memories in
some and introduce a new generation to these family favourites and some lesser known
gems. McCarthy’s contemporary illustrations breathe new life into these classic rhymes.
Children will delight in scouring the pages and finding hidden details in the vivid artwork.
Highlights include a sumptuous spread for ‘The Connemara Cradle Song’ and a surprise
guest in WB Yeats’s ‘A Cradle Song’. (Ages 2–4, 5–8) [CH]
READ ALSO: A Sailor Went to Sea, Sea, Sea: Favourite Rhymes from an Irish Childhood by
Sarah Webb and Steve McCarthy
OLIVER JEFFERS

WHAT WE’LL BUILD:
PL ANS FOR OUR TOGE THER FUTURE

HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN’ S BOOKS OC T 2020 (HBK ) 48PP £11.99 ISBN 9780008382209

Oliver Jeffers is renowned for his singular illustrations and emotionally satisfying stories.
What We’ll Build is more of the same, in the very best way. An intimate conversation
between a father and a daughter unfolds through dreamlike images and a shared vision
of the future. Jeffers’s latest work is a beautiful piece of art. But more than that, it’s a
testament to the power of love and creativity, to the necessity of tolerance and empathy.
A small story with a heart the size of the world. (Age 2–4, 5–8, 9–11) [BL]
READ ALSO: Here We Are: Notes for Living on Planet Earth by Oliver Jeffers
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EOIN McL AUGHLIN illustrated by MARC BOUTAVANT

NOT AN ALPHABET BOOK:
THE CASE OF THE MISSING CAKE

WA L KER B O O K S 2020 (HB K ) 40PP £12.99 I SB N 9781406372120

Who has stolen Bear’s cake? This alphabet book takes the form of a crime story in which
Bear outlines an alphabetical array of culprits and crime scenes. Among the suspects are
Fox, who has form (see the gingerbread man’s head), and Pig, who is unfairly exiled with a
xylophone-playing penguin. But Walrus has spotted something. Bear’s frosting-smeared
face and protestations lead to an alarming revelation. A false narrative of funny incidents
expertly captured with Boutavant’s expressive characterisations makes this a sure-fire hit.
(Age 2–5) [OH]
READ ALSO: The Great Paper Caper by Oliver Jeffers
NOËLLE SMIT

IN THE GARDEN

L I T T L E IS L A ND B O O K S 2020 (HB K ) 32PP €20.00 ISB N 9781912417490

A perfect walk through the seasons, observing the new growth of spring, the scents of
summer, the rich autumnal palette and the ‘sleeping’ plants in wintertime, In the Garden
is all about the simple pleasures of growing your own food, splashing in puddles, toasting
marshmallows and coming together as a community. Each spread represents a month in
the year, with bold colours popping off the page and minimal text below. This beautifully
illustrated book gives young readers so much to look at, warranting frequent re-reading.
(Age 2–5) [ER]
READ ALSO: GIY’S Know-It-All Almanac by Michael Kelly, Muireann Ní Chiobháin and
Fatti Burke
edited by SEAMUS CASHMAN illustrated by
CORINNA ASKIN, AL AN CL ARKE and EMMA BYRNE

P IS FOR POETRY: POEMS FROM IRISH POETS
T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S O C T 2020 (PB K ) 6 4PP €12.99 ISB N 9781788491785

More than fifteen years after it was first published, it’s great to have a refreshed version of
this classic collection of poems. Covering everything from big ideas about our responsibility
to this world through to more everyday matters of bike riding and dog poo, this remains
a truly vibrant collection. The work of illustrators Alan Clarke, Corinna Askin and
typographical illustrator Emma Byrne is outstanding and there can be few other poetry
collections that rival its illustrative achievements. It’s a collection for every school and
home bookshelf. (Poetry, Age 2–Adult) [MW]
READ ALSO: Hopscotch in the Sky by Lucinda Jacob and Lauren O’Neill
NIALL BRESLIN illustrated by EMMA PROCTOR

THE CHILL SKILL

G IL L B O O K S O C T 2020 (HB K ) 32PP £14.99 I SB N 9780717190195

Between a lengthy car trip and phone games being confiscated, Sam’s first day of summer
holidays is a whirlwind of emotions. When she finally arrives at her grandparents’, she
is frustrated and sad about fighting with her parents. However, with a little help from
Granddad, Sam realises that we all get upset sometimes and the most important thing
is to be able to understand and manage our feelings. Through cheerful illustrations and
endearing characters, The Chill Skill introduces young readers to mindfulness practices with
accessible vocabulary and a great sense of empathy. (Age 3–5) [VL]
READ ALSO: The Magic Moment by Niall Breslin and Sheena Dempsey
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AMANDA McCARDLE illustrated by COLLEEN L ARMOUR

MAKING FRIENDS:
A BOOK ABOUT FIRST FRIENDSHIPS
WA L KER B O O K S 2020 (HB K ) 32PP £12.99 I SB N 9781406387568

Everyone will recognise the feelings of uncertainty when meeting new people and making
new friends, especially when starting school or moving to a new environment and having to
start over. This book deftly identifies the feelings of loneliness and shyness in one little girl
and how she learns to make friends. In doing so she learns how to accept others. All the ups
and downs of friendships are sensitively explored through story and illustration, celebrating
friendship and how we all learn to negotiate these relationship and the joy they can bring.
(Age 3–5) [JM]
READ ALSO: Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers
JULIA DONALDSON illustrated by LYDIA MONKS

WHAT THE L ADYBIRD HEARD AT THE SEASIDE
M AC MIL L A N CHIL D R EN ’ S B O O K S 2020 (HB K ) 32PP £12.99 I SB N 9781529023145

This well-established duo brings us another instalment of the classic ‘ladybird’ series. Young
fans will easily recognise Monk’s brightly coloured paint and collage illustrations which bring
huge amounts of fun to every page. I especially enjoyed seeing Hefty Hugh and Lanky Len
(who are up to no good as usual) in retro swimwear. Donaldson’s rhyming text and the sea
creatures’ signature sounds make it perfect for reading aloud! This crime-busting tale swims
along at great pace, inevitably leaving the two baddies in a deservedly soggy mess.
(Age 3–6) [JM]
READ ALSO: What the Ladybird Heard by Julia Donaldson and Lydia Monks
RUTH DOYLE illustrated by ASHLING LINDSAY

SONGS FOR OUR SONS

A ND ER SEN PR E S S O C T 2020 (HB K ) 24PP £12.99 I SB N 97817834 48500

A love letter addressed to a new-born son, Songs for Our Sons is a poem filled to the brim
with benevolent, affirmative wisdom. Each page is framed with joyful and detailed images
that should feel familiar and enthralling to any young child. Though addressed towards sons,
this book does not exclude daughters from its audience. It supports any child to recognise,
manage and celebrate the radical human power of living a unique life. (Poetry, Age 3–6) [FS]
READ ALSO: All Through the Night: Night Poems and Lullabies edited by Marie Heaney
and illustrated by Paula McGloin
ERIK A McGANN illustrated by GERRY DALY

WEE DONKEY ’S TREASURE HUNT:
AN ADVENTURE ALL AROUND IREL AND

T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S SEP T 2020 (HB K ) 32PP €12.99 ISB N 9781788491808

An aging donkey longs to see Ireland’s famous sights, but his body has gotten the better of
him. Determined to fulfil his dream, his wee granddaughter sets out with her small wooden
cart to collect him some lovely souvenirs. When she unwittingly gathers national treasures,
the gardaí are soon on her trail … With lively rhyming text and bright, amusing illustrations,
this picturebook mixes humour and heart with a touch of fantasy. Encounter sites and
attractions such as the Blarney Stone, the Jeanie Johnston and the Giant’s Causeway.
(Age 3–6) [ED]
READ ALSO: Island of Adventures by Jennifer Farley
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SAM McBRATNEY illustrated by ANITA JERAM

WILL YOU BE MY FRIEND?

WA L KER B O O K S SEP T 2020 (HB K ) 32PP £12.99 I SB N 9781406351606

This beautiful picturebook says so much with so few words. Little Nutbrown Hare, eager
to play and have fun, comes across little Cloudy Mountain Hare one day. He bravely asks
her if she would like to be his friend and she happily agrees. This book very quickly portrays
the excitement and delight of going out into the world and making new friends. It is a
heartwarming tale about the importance of play and friendship. Anita Jeram’s buoyant
illustrations are endearingly Beatrix Potter-esque. (Age 3–7) [GK]
READ ALSO: Guess How Much I Love You by Sam McBratney and Anita Jeram
EOIN McL AUGHLIN illustrated by ROBERT STARLING

THIS BOOK IS NOT A BEDTIME STORY!

PAV IL I O N CHIL D R EN ’ S B O O K S O C T 2020 (PB K ) 32PP £6 .99 ISB N 978184365 4384

Bedtime with children can be a battlefield, frustrating for the big people and sometimes
frightening for the small ones. This Book Is Not a Bedtime Story! turns bedtime on its head,
with monsters that are not really strange or scary but actually silly and even sleepy, despite
their best efforts to be bad! Striking artwork, double-page colour spreads and simple
rhymes are great fun to read together. A lovely book for bedtime or any time – have a
giggle, make friends and settle down to snooze. (Age 3–7) [JW]
READ ALSO: Time for Bed, Fred! by Yasmeen Ismail
SADHBH DEVLIN maisithe ag RÓISÍN HAHESSY

GEANSAÍ OT TÓ

FU TA FATA D EIR E A D H FÓM H A IR 2020 (CRUA ) 32LCH €10.95 I SB N 9781910945599

Is breá le hOttó beag gléasadh go faiseanta, agus is breá lena Mhamó geansaithe thar a
bheith neamhfhaiseanta a chniotáil dó. Ach lá amháin nuair a théann Ottó ar thuras fada in
aimsir ghránna chun an cheist sin a phlé le Mamó, tuigeann sé luach na n-éadaí ‘scríobachscrábach’ a dhéanann sí dó. Scéal chomh teolaí le geansaí olla atá sa leabhar gleoite seo,
a dhéanann ceiliúradh ar ghrá ó ghlúin go glúin, agus ar an gcniotáil. Cuireann na léaráidí
galánta go mór le croíúlacht an scéil. (Aois 3–8) [SMcN]
LÉIGH FREISIN: Scúnc agus Smúirín le Muireann Ní Chíobháin agus Paddy Donnelly
JULIA DONALDSON aistrithe ag TADHG Mac DHONNAGÁIN
maisithe ag A XEL SCHEFFLER

AN GARBHÁN ÓG

FU TA FATA MÍ N A S A M HN A 2020 (CRUA ) 26LCH €9.95 ISB N 9781910945650

Tá seanaithne ag léitheoirí óga na Gaeilge ar an nGarbhán agus is iontach an scéal leantach
é An Garbhán Óg a insíonn scéal eachtraíochta iníon an Gharbháin agus í ag spaisteoireacht
léi tríd an gcoill san oíche, nuair ba cheart di a bheith ina codladh! Ar an mbealach buaileann
sí le carachtair aithnidiúla. Tá teachtaireacht anseo nach mar a shíltear a bhítear i gcónaí
agus nach foláir don té nach bhfuil láidir a bheith glic. Bua an leagain seo is ea foclaíocht
dhraíochtúil tharraingteach Mhic Dhonnagáin. (Aois 3–8) [LNíC]
LÉIGH FREISIN: An Garbhán le Julia Donaldson, Gabriel Rosenstock agus Axel Scheffler
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MÁIRE ZEPF maisithe ag PADDY DONNELLY

MÍP

FU TA FATA 2020 (CRUA ) 26LCH €10.95 I SB N 9781910945582

Ní féidir ach ardmheas a bheith againn ar an róbat cliste a dhéanann a bhealach go Mars
agus a oibríonn go dian dícheallach chun taighde a dhéanamh ar an áit nua seo. Ach ní
leor clisteacht chun maireachtáil san áit nua seo lán le clocha agus cráitéir. Déanann Míp
machnamh ar an ngá le comhluadar agus dreas ceoil! Fíorscéal fíorspéisiúil atá ann agus tá
an oiread céanna le léamh ó na léaráidí spleodracha a líonann an leathanach ar fad, agus ón
mioneolas ar aghaidh gach carachtair. (Aois 3–8) [CMD]
LÉIGH FREISIN: Ríta agus an Róbat le Máire Zepf agus Andrew Whitson
JOHN K ANE

I SAY BOO YOU SAY HOO

T E MPL A R PU B L IS HIN G SEP T 2020 (PB K ) 48PP £6.99 ISB N 9781787415508

Kane’s narrator has a number of apparently random demands for the audience: whenever
they say ‘boo’, listeners must shout ‘hoo’; whenever we spot the colour blue we have to yell
‘stinky poo’. All the action is in the room rather than on the page in this highly interactive
book. Great to encourage attention, audience participation and a taste for the absurd, and
to create really fun dynamics between adult reader and child listener/actor. Expect fits of
the giggles and plenty of encores. (Age 4+) [JS]
READ ALSO: I Say Ooh You Say Aah by John Kane
BEX SHERIDAN

GO TO SLEEP, HOGLET! THE ADVENTURES OF AN
IRISH HEDGEHOG
T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S O C T 2020 (HB K ) 32PP €12.99 ISB N 9781788491433

Not wanting to miss out on seeing his first Christmas, Little Hoglet refuses to take part
in the ‘Big Winter Sleep’ with the rest of his hedgehog family and instead sets out on an
epic adventure around the ‘Royal County’ before realising the true meaning of Christmas.
Join author–illustrator Bex Sheridan and a host of native furry characters in this festive
tale and ode to her home county of Meath, featuring some of our most famous landmarks,
including Trim Castle, The Hill of Tara and Newgrange. (Age 4–6) [CH]
READ ALSO: Reindeer Down! An Irish Christmas Tale by Natasha Mac a’Bháird and
Audrey Dowling
CHRIS JUDGE

EGGCORNS:
FROM BUMBUM BEES TO JELLYCOPTERS
T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S O C T 2020 (HB K ) 48PP €9.99 ISB N 9781788491921

Picturebook creator Chris Judge tackles ‘eggcorns’, those entertaining jumbles of words
produced when children mispronounce words or phrases they have heard. From ‘buttonup squash’ to ‘earplane’ Chris’s light-touch illustrations present these misused words in a
format designed to make children laugh out loud and think about where these words and
phrases come from. This title will give hours of family fun and will inspire many young
readers to illustrate their own eggcorns! (Age 4–7) [AoM]
READ ALSO: Tiny and Teeny by Chris Judge
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BEX SHERIDAN and GLYN EVANS

IRISH FARM ANIMALS

T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S 2020 (HB K ) 48PP €14.99 ISB N 9781788491211

This non-fiction titles takes the reader through the different types of farms in Ireland –
tillage, dairy, organic and many more – going into detail with regard to all the different
types of animals farmed in Ireland. From the less exotic – cows, pigs, chickens and sheep –
through to the less common buffalo and alpaca, with a special page kept for the ‘happy
helpers’, dogs and cats, who have very important jobs on the farm too, from pest control to
rounding up animals. A gentle introduction to farm life for young aspiring farmers.
(Age 5+) [JM]
READ ALSO: Not Without My Tractor! by Finn-Ole Heinrich, Dita Zipfel, Siobhán
Parkinson and Halina Kirschner
FAT TI BURKE

FIND TOM IN TIME: MING DYNAST Y CHINA
N OS Y CROW 2020 (HB K ) 48PP £12.99 ISB N 9781788006576

Meet Tom (an ordinary boy), Granny Bea (an archaeologist) and Digby (a very
unadventurous cat) while together they accidentally time travel to the era of the Ming
dynasty in China! As we follow Tom across the pages, we learn amazing facts about the
country and this period of history while searching-and-finding lots of brilliantly hidden
things on every page. Burke’s stylised illustrations are a triumph, bursting with bustle and
colour – the endpapers are a particular treat. This fun, interactive book is part of a series,
guaranteed to keep children (and adults) entertained for hours! (Non-fiction, Age 5–7) [JM]
READ ALSO: Find Tom in Time: Ancient Rome by Fatti Burke
MAL ACHY DOYLE illustrated by ANDREW WHITSON

MOLLY AND THE LIGHTHOUSE

G R A FFEG 2020 (HB K ) 36PP £12.99 I SB N 9781913134914

There’s trouble at sea in this fast-paced adventure starring Molly and her islander friends.
What’s happened to poor Jamesie the lighthouse keeper? Can Molly get the lighthouse
beam working before her dad’s fishing boat ends up on the rocks? Tensions run high in
this richly illustrated tale about bravery and community spirit. Elegant use of dark and
light, combined with shifting, spiralling scenes, all add to the drama, and the fascinating
lighthouse trivia at the end is perfect for exploring once calm is restored. (Age 5–8) [LQ]
READ ALSO: Molly and the Whale by Malachy Doyle and Andrew Whitson
MAL ACHY DOYLE aistrithe ag MÁIRE ZEPF
maisithe ag ANDREW WHITSON

MUIREANN AGUS AN TEACH SOL AIS

A N tSN ÁT H A ID MH Ó R 2020 (CRUA ) 34LCH £12.99 I SB N 9781912929061

Seo an tríú scéal faoi Mhuireann, cailín cróga diongbháilte a bhfuil cónaí uirthi in aice leis
an bhfarraige. Is maith léi splancarnach ón teach solais a fheiceáil agus í ag dul a chodladh.
Ach oíche amháin, níl solas ar bith le feiceáil uaidh. Tá Daidí amuigh ar an bhfarraige, agus
caithfidh Muireann agus a cara Dónall oibriú le chéile chun an solas a chur ar siúl arís go
práinneach. Scéal eachtrúil spreagúil atá sa leabhar álainn seo, agus bainfidh léitheoirí óga
an-taitneamh as na léaráidí míne beoga. (Aois 5–8) [SMcN]
LÉIGH FREISIN: Muireann agus an Fharraige Fhiáin le Malachy Doyle, Máire Zepf agus
Andrew Whitson
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PATRICIA FORDE maisithe ag NICOL A BERNARDELLI

AN tOILEÁN THIAR

L I T T L E I SL A ND B O O K S M E Á N FÓM H A IR 2020 (CRUA ) 32LCH €17.00 ISB N 9781912417537

Teastaíonn ó chailín óg cuairt a thabhairt ar oileán draíochta Hy Brasil. Is pictiúrleabhar
é seo atá fréamhaithe sa chultúr Gaelach. Tarlaíonn na heachtraí draíochtúla ar oileán
draíochta taobh le cathair na Gaillimhe. Téann Fia ag marcaíocht ar fhéileacán órga agus ag
damhsa i measc réaltaí na spéire. Tá maisiú gleoite daite ann a chabhraíonn go mór le rithim
agus beocht an scéil a chur in iúl. Tugann Forde eolas breise don léitheoir mar gheall ar
dhraíocht na bhfinnscéalta a chuireann go mór leis an insint. (Aois 5–8) [MNicanB]
LÉIGH FREISIN: An Féileacán agus an Rí le Máire Zepf agus Shona Shirley Macdonald
PATRICIA FORDE illustrated by NICOL A BERNADELLI

TO THE ISL AND

L I T T L E IS L A ND B O O K S SEP T 2020 (HB K ) 32PP €17.00 ISB N 9781912417513

Hy Brasil is a Galwegian legend: an island that rises from the sea once every seven years.
A young girl called Fia gazes out her window, longing to visit. What will she find when she
gets there? Forde’s text is simple and evocative. Playful, enchanting illustrations bring this
legend right up to the present day, while illustrations of the Spanish Arch give a strong
sense of place. Further exploration is encouraged at the end with references to geography,
art and poetry. An absolute treat! (Age 5–8) [VC]
READ ALSO: The Children of Lir by Laura Ruth Maher and Conor Busuttil

ERIK A McGANN bunscéal le SEÁN DALY
aistrithe ag MUIREANN Ní CHÍOBHÁIN maisithe ag GERRY DALY

CÁ BHFUIL PUIFÍN BEAG?

T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S 2020 (B O G) 32LCH €9.99 ISB N 978178849187 7

Sa scéal seo, téann puifín beag ag taiscéalaíocht thart ar oileán Sceilg Mhichíl. Téann
sí i bhfolach in áiteanna éagsúla fud fad an oileáin. Téann tuismitheoirí an phuifín bhig
ar a cuardach agus cuireann siad ceist ar na hainmhithe éagsúla a chónaíonn ann an
bhfuil a bpuifín beag feicthe acu. Bainfidh páistí óga an-taitneamh as an scéal seo ina
bhfoghlaimítear faoin bhfiadhúlra ar Sceilg Mhichíl. Bainfidh páistí óga agus aosta araon sult
as an bpuifín beag a aimsiú sna léaráidí áille tarraingteacha ar gach leathanach.
(Aois 5–8) [BNíD]
LÉIGH FREISIN: Ainmhithe na hÉireann le Juanita Browne, Fidelma Ní Ghallchobhair agus
Aoife Quinn
MARRIANNE McSHANE illustrated by JORDI SOL ANO

RÓNÁN AND THE MERMAID:
A TALE OF OLD IREL AND

WA L KER B O O K S 2020 (HB K ) 32PP £12.99 I SB N 9781406392043

Rónán and the Mermaid is a tale of love and longing. Writing in the traditional storyteller
voice and inspired by the historic Annals of the Four Masters, McShane explores the legend
of Rónán, saved from drowning by a beautiful mermaid, Líban. Washed up on the shores
near Bangor Abbey, Rónán lives and works with the monks, but yearns for the haunting
music of the mermaid. Finally, he finds and saves his mermaid lover. Gorgeous illustrations
are a mix of pencil, watercolour and digital. (Age 5–8) [JE]
READ ALSO: Irish Legends: Newgrange, Tara & the Boyne Valley by Eithne Massey and Lisa
Jackson
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ELIZABETH SHAW

THE LIT TLE BL ACK SHEEP OF CONNEMARA
T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S 2020 (PB K ) 6 4PP €9.99 ISB N 9781788491792

The Little Black Sheep of Connemara tells the tale of a sheep who has been cast out of his
flock because he’s a different colour – even Polo the sheepdog wants to get rid of him!
But one day, when the snow comes, the Little Black Sheep saves the day. Delighted and
relieved, the shepherd purchases more black sheep to make the flock more diverse. This is a
wonderful story, highlighting prejudice in a subtle way. Ideal for emerging readers.
(Age 5–8) [DB]
READ ALSO: On the Road with Mavis and Marge by Niamh Sharkey
CAROL ANN TREACY

BARNEY GOOSE:
A WILD ATL ANTIC WAY ADVENTURE

T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S 2020 (HB K ) 32PP €12.99 ISB N 9781788491426

This wet and windy journey follows the playful Barney and his red knitted hat on a trip
to see the great flora and fauna of the Wild Atlantic Way. Carol Ann Treacy’s flair for
maximalist illustration packs every page with landmarks, animals and imagery that fully
immerses the reader in every spread. This book will transport the reader to the west coast
and is perfect for curious young explorers. (Age 5–8) [DMcF]
READ ALSO: Where Are You, Puffling? by Gerry Daly and Erika McGann
GORDON D’ARCY and PAUL HOWARD

GORDON’S GAME: BLUE THUNDER

S A NDYCOV E O C T 2020 (PB K ) 428PP £11.99 I SB N 978184 4884612

Gordon D’Arcy sleeps with his Six Nations medal under his pillow even though the heights
of Grand Slam glory seem like a dream now that he’s back at school. But another challenge
presents itself now: the chance to play for Leinster. The combination of Paul Howard’s
writing prowess and Gordon D’Arcy’s estimable rugby insights is a winning one. Despite its
length, the novel is pacey, exciting and genuinely funny. A must for rugby fans – and fans
of a good laugh! – of all ages! (Age 5–8, 9–11) [KO’L]
READ ALSO: Rugby Runner by Gerard Siggins
SARAH WEBB and AL AN NOL AN

ANIMAL CRACKERS: FANTASTIC FACTS ABOUT
YOUR FAVOURITE ANIMALS
T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S 2020 (PB K ) 176PP €11.99 ISB N 9781788490658

Fantastic and fascinating facts about animal life abound in this collaboration from animal
lovers Sarah Webb and Alan Nolan. Covering a frankly breathtaking amount of information
about animals from just about everywhere in the world, the duo take readers on a whirlwind
tour of the history, geography and biology of animals of all kinds. Alongside this wealth of
knowledge are drawing tips, fun games and jokes that are sure to keep readers entertained,
as well as joyful comic illustrations and pun-filled asides. Great stuff altogether! (Nonfiction, 5–8, 9–11) [LG]
READ ALSO: The Great Big Book of Irish Wildlife by Juanita Browne and Barry Reynolds

17

MAGGIE O’FARRELL illustrated by DANIEL A JAGLENK A TERRA ZZINI

WHERE SNOW ANGELS GO

WA L KER B O O K S N OV 2020 (HB K ) 72PP £14.99 I SB N 9781406391992

O’Farrell’s enchantingly whimsical text tells how Sylvie has unknowingly brought into
being an endearingly human guardian angel, who will prove to be essential to her wellbeing.
Below the surface runs a theme that myths and traditions may evaporate unless nurtured
by an appropriate custodian. Jaglenka Terrazzini’s glorious and magisterial illustrations steal
the show here, though, with the complexities of the relationship between angel and child
captured sensitively and unsentimentally at every turn. This beauty should sweep the board
as this year’s Christmas gift book. (Age 6+) [AP]
READ ALSO: The Christmas Miracle of Jonathan Toomey by Susan Wojciechowski and PJ
Lynch
SARAH CROSSAN illustrated by NICOL A COLTON

FIZZ Y AND BANDIT

B LO OM SB U RY CHIL D R EN ’ S B O O K S 2020 (PB K ) 48PP £4.99 I SB N 9781472970893

Fizzy doesn’t have a dog. She has, however, drawn what hers might look like – curly haired
and shiny nosed. When she discovers a dog called Bandit next door just like her picture,
Fizzy sees this as sign that Bandit should be hers. She brings Bandit home, hiding it in her
bedroom with hilarious consequences. The question is how does she convince her mother
she is ready for a pet? A sparkling early reader by former Laureate na nÓg Sarah Crossan
with effervescent illustrations from Nicola Colton. (Age 6–8) [OH]
READ ALSO: Jasper & Scruff by Nicola Colton
LUCY KENNEDY illustrated by PHILIP CULLEN

THE FRIENDSHIP FAIRIES GO TO SCHOOL
G IL L B O O K S 2020 (HB K ) 160PP €12.99 ISB N 9780717189670

The girls have grown up a little since we first met them in The Friendship Fairies. Just like
regular girls, they are always messing about and having fun together but now it’s back to
school time, classes are getting harder and, to make matters worse, one of the ‘sisters’,
Emme, has started in a new school on her own, leaving her friends behind. As with all good
school-based stories, expect lots of fun, camaraderie and adventures. A timeless story
about moving school, making friends and fitting in. (Age 6–9) [JM]
READ ALSO: The Friendship Fairies by Lucy Kennedy and Philip Cullen
FAT TI BURKE

WHAT THE DINOSAURS SAW:
LIFE ON EARTH BEFORE HUMANS

B LO OM SB U RY CHIL D R EN ’ S B O O K S 2020 (HB K ) 6 4PP £12.99 ISB N 9781408898611

Track the history of planet Earth from our universe’s big bang beginnings 3.5 billion years
ago to the days of the dinosaurs. In another brightly illustrated non-fiction book from the
award-winning Fatti Burke, see how the Earth has changed from a planet of molten lava
to the continents and seas we recognise today. Burke’s chronological evolution of life,
crammed with prehistoric creatures, dinosaurs and the first mammals, reminds us that life
as we know it today has its origins in a history that is both exciting and fascinating.
(Non-fiction, Age 6–10) [OH]
READ ALSO: The Great Irish Science Book by Luke O’Neill and Linda Fahrlin
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PJ LYNCH

THE HAUNTED L AKE

WA L KER B O O K S O C T 2020 (HB K ) 48PP £12.99 I SB N 9781406395563

The flooding of a village sets the scene for this timeless ghost story. The Haunted Lake tells
the story of Young Jacob and his beloved Ellen. One night out fishing, Jacob’s curiosity
gets the better of him; he follows the sound of a bell and the glow of a light down to a
drowned village. There he is captive for fifteen years. True love prevails, however, and
all is well by the close of the tale. Strikingly beautiful illustrations convey love, menace,
endurance and tenderness with unmatched skill. (Age 6–10) [VC]
READ ALSO: The Boy Who Fell off the Mayflower by PJ Lynch
SIMON PHILIP illustrated by SHEENA DEMPSEY

FRED: WIZARD IN TROUBLE!

SIMO N & S CH US T ER 2020 (PB K ) 208PP £6 .99 I SB N 9781471169090

A rare book has been stolen from the museum and Fred and his best friend Marvin
are determined to solve the mystery. But despite winning a magic contest and weekly
teatimes with Merlin, Fred still struggles with wizarding. How will he live up to everyone’s
expectations when all he’s good at is worrying? This delightfully illustrated story is a great
way to talk about self-worth and celebrating unique abilities, and would appeal to readers
interested in magic, puzzle-solving, pointed humour and crisp sandwiches.
(Age 6–10) [CM]
READ ALSO: Fred, Wizard in Training: Wizard vs Lizard by Simon Philip and Sheena
Dempsey
LINDSAY J SEDGWICK illustrated by JOSEPHINE WOLFF

WULFIE: STAGE FRIGHT

L I T T L E ISL A ND B O O K S 2020 (PB K ) 104PP €8.00 I SB N 9781912417452

Libby’s stepbrother is a terrifying spoilt brat of a bully, but an escape from her Cinderellalike existence is offered by the arrival of wonderful, hilarious Wulfie and shrewdly dauntless
new friend Nazim. Pretty scary in its opening stages, this very clever and entertaining
story takes readers brave enough to face up to their fears to a place where they can take
the lead in their own drama. Adroitly amplified by Wolff’s witty and evocative illustrations,
Sedgwick’s thoroughly enjoyable book celebrates finding the roar within you.
(Age 6–10) [AP]
READ ALSO: Bumpfizzle the Best on Planet Earth by Patricia Forde and Elīna Brasliņa
BERNARD S. WILSON illustrated by JULIA CASTAÑA

MISS MARY: THE IRISH WOMAN WHO SAVED
THE LIVES OF HUNDREDS OF CHILDREN
DURING WORLD WAR II
G IL L B O O K S 2020 (PB K ) 14 4PP €8.99 I SB N 9780717186556

Cork-born Mary Elmes heard about people’s suffering during the Spanish Civil War
and vowed to help. Her work in an increasingly dangerous Europe – running hospitals,
administering to refugees, delivering food to starving villagers in Occupied France and
hiding Jewish children from the Nazis – deserves to be widely known. Narrative vignettes
illuminating the lives of children helped by ‘Miss Mary’ are interspersed throughout this
remarkable biography. The historical background is dense but the illustrations and hopeful
tone are perfectly pitched. (Non-fiction, Age 7+) [RS]
READ ALSO: Dare to Dream: Irish People Who Took on the World (and Won!) by Sarah
Webb and Graham Corcoran
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JOHN BURKE and FAT TI BURKE

MARY ROBINSON: A VOICE FOR FAIRNESS
G IL L B O O K S 2020 (HB K ) 32PP €9.99 ISB N 9780717189939

Another excellent addition to the Little Library series charting the life of Mary Robinson.
From her birth in Ballina, it covers her lifelong activism for the rights of disadvantaged
people through to her current work on climate justice. Surprising details from Robinson’s
life are included and John Burke’s text is informative while celebrating her ambition, work
ethic and many achievements. Fatti Burke’s illustrations are gorgeous and fill the book
with warmth and humour. One for ambitious girls and boys, tiny feminists and strong girls
everywhere. (Age 7+) [DO’R]
READ ALSO: Granuaile: The Pirate Queen by John Burke and Fatti Burke
JOHN BURKE and FAT TI BURKE

TOM CREAN: THE BRAVE EXPLORER
G IL L B O O K S 2020 (HB K ) 32PP €9.99 I SB N 9780717186563

This colourful book is a wonderful addition to John and Fatti Burke’s Little Library series.
Crean’s life was filled with many twists and turns, and the famous adventurer’s spirit shines
through in the narrative. Beginning with Crean’s childhood on a farm in Kerry, we sail the
icy seas and finish back at The South Pole Inn. This book exhibits both the best of Irish
legends in Crean and the best of Irish children’s writers and illustrators in John and Fatti
Burke. (Age 7+) [DMcF]
READ ALSO: The Great Explorer by Chris Judge
SHANE HEGART Y illustrated by BEN MANTLE

BOOT: THE CREAKY CREATURES

H O D D ER CHIL D R EN ’ S B O O K S SEP T 2020 (HB K ) 132PP £9.99 I SB N 97814 4 4949438

Boot the robot returns in an adventure lined with familiar characters from his previous
escapades, as well as some new faces and challenges. Ivy Park becomes Boot’s home, but
he has to deal with an abiding feeling that things are not quite right in the world around
him, and the actions of others threaten the new home that he and his other robot friends
have found. This beautifully written and vividly illustrated story will delight readers with its
lively language and loveable cast of characters. (Age 7+) [AR]
READ ALSO: Boot: Small Robot, Big Adventure by Shane Hegarty and Ben Mantle
LUCY COURTENAY illustrated by SHEENA DEMPSEY

MERMAID SCHOOL

A ND ER S EN PR E S S 2020 (PB K ) 128PP £6.99 ISB N 97817834 48302

Marnie is nervous about starting Mermaid School. What if her reputation is tarnished
by her famously troublesome aunt? What if she has to ride a fearsome seahorse? And
why does the class bully apparently dislike her? This is a charming tale about friendship,
loyalty and new beginnings. The prose is efficient while still rich with detail, and Dempsey’s
illustrations are delightful. Her Mermaid Lagoon is the perfect blend of fantastical and
lived-in, wild and inviting. The first entry in a doubtlessly addictive series. (Age 7–9) [RS]
READ ALSO: Mermaid School: The Clamshell Show by Lucy Courtenay and Sheena
Dempsey
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DERMOT O’LEARY illustrated by NICK EAST

TOTO THE NINJA CAT AND
THE MYSTERY JEWEL THIEF

H O D D ER CHIL D R EN ’ S B O O K S SEP T 2020 (HB K ) 256PP £9.99 ISB N 97814 4 4952049

Toto is back for her fourth ninja adventure with her gang of funny, furry friends. What
starts as a simple job looking after the French cat ambassador ends with Toto and gang
being framed for the theft of a sacred diamond cat collar. Will she be able to find the real
culprit and clear their names? A fun, fast read with plenty of interesting characters and
scenarios, the story is also aided by wonderful, funny illustrations from Nick East.
(Age 7–10) [PS]
READ ALSO: The rest of the Toto the Ninja Cat series
JACQUI HURLEY illustrated by SINEAD COLLERAN,
RACHEL CORCORAN, JENNIFER FARLEY, JENNIFER MURPHY
and L AUREN O’NEILL

GIRLS PL AY TOO:INSPIRING STORIES
OF IRISH SPORTSWOMEN

M ER R I O N PR E S S SEP T 2020 (PB K ) 58PP €14.95 ISB N 9781785373374

Through twenty-five illustrated biographies, Jacqui Hurley bridges a gap in the history
of sports by shining a light on often-forgotten Irish female athletes. Girls Play Too
covers a wide variety of sports, all narratives being linked by inspirational themes such as
determination, discipline and sheer passion. The illustrations accompanying each biography
are a wonderful addition, and the diverse styles used at each turn of the page make for an
entertaining and dynamic reading experience. A must-read for any young sports fan, bound
to find there their new role model! (Non-fiction, Age 7–11) [VL]
READ ALSO: She Can! by Paul Dollery and Chris Judge
AL AN TITLEY maisithe ag JOHN WHITE

LÚBA

A N G ÚM (FO R A S N A G A EILG E ) 2020 (B O G) 153LCH €10.00 I SB N 9781857919608

Tá Lisa céasta ag a deartháir Boloch, imeallaithe ag a cara, agus tá gadaíocht curtha ina
leith! Ní nach ionadh gur bhreá léi éalú. Tagann a peata Glafar i gcabhair uirthi agus
nuair a leagann sí lámh air iompaíonn sí ina hainmhí eile. Tugann an t-athrú seo saoirse
agus faoiseamh di ar feadh píosa, agus deis breathnú ar a saol trí shúile eile. Ach tar éis di
tabhairt faoin aistear sin, tagann sí ar an tuiscint thábhachtach seo: ‘Is mise mé féin, sin
uile!’. (Aois 7–11) [CMD]
LÉIGH FRESISIN: Amach le Alan Titley
DARRAGH McCULLOUGH illustrated by SALLY CAULWELL

THE GREAT IRISH FARM BOOK

G IL L B O O K S SEP T 2020 (HB K ) 96PP €24.99 ISB N 9780717188963

Starting out with an average day on the farm, this books takes us through the seasons,
from spring to winter, via milking, mating, planting, harvesting, spreading and spraying. The
author draws on history, mythology and science to show how modern farming functions,
with a special section on machinery, buildings and safety. This fascinating book, packed with
facts, looks to the future with a strong emphasis on the importance of the environment,
diversity and sustainability. Highly recommended. (Non-fiction, Age 8+) [JM]
READ ALSO: The Great Irish Weather Book by Joanna Donnelly and Fuchsia MacAree
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PAUL O’FLYNN

GO, JOHNNY, GO!

G IL L B O O K S SEP T 2020 (HB K ) 192PP €9.99 I SB N 9780717189762

Follow Irish rugby legend Johnny Sexton’s journey from childhood dreams and schoolboy
stardom to World Player of the Year 2018. Experience the impressive kicks and spectacular
drop-goals, the setbacks and comebacks, the injuries and rivalries, and the defeats and
victories, from Six Nations wins and World Cup disappointments to Grand Slam glory.
An accessible and entertaining biography for young sports fans, especially appealing for
reluctant readers. Written by RTÉ Sport presenter and journalist Paul O’Flynn, with all the
thrill and excitement of compelling sport commentary. (Non-fiction, Age 8+) [ED]
READ ALSO: Bernard Dunne: Champion of the World by Bernard Dunne
DEREK KEILT Y illustrated by MARK ELVINS

FLYNTLOCK BONES:
THE SCEPTRE OF THE PHARAOHS

S C A L LY WAG PR E S S 2020 (PB K ) 176PP £ 7.99 I SB N 9781912650408

This swashbuckling adventure set on the Seven Seas combines two popular themes,
orphans and pirates. It tells the tale of a young orphan seeking work as a cabin boy. No
stranger to hard work, young Flyntlock lands himself a job on the Black Hound ship of
Captain Watkins. Before he has even found his sea-legs, the youngster discovers he’s on a
pirate ship, and here begins his tale, searching for treasure. A fast-paced adventure with lots
of fun, exploring themes of growing up, friendship and the danger of stereotyping.
(Age 8–10) [JE]
READ ALSO: The Will Gallows series by Derek Keilty
MICHEÁL Ó MUIRCHEARTAIGH illustrated by GRAHAM CORCORAN

THE STORY OF CROKE PARK

T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S O C T 2020 (HB K ) 48PP €19.99 ISB N 9781788492065

This is a brilliant book for any sports fan and an excellent introduction to a beloved Irish
landmark and the GAA, charting the history of this hallowed ground from its early days
as Butterly’s Field, to Jones Road and finally to Croke Park as we know it today. The fate
and fortune of this plot of land and the games played upon it are heavily tied up in Ireland’s
history. Detailing the stands, the county colours, the cups and his own picks of memorable
games and fun facts, Ó Muircheartaigh’s distinctive voice can be heard throughout.
(Non-fiction, Age 8–10) [JM]
READ ALSO: Great Irish Sports Stars: Colm ‘Gooch’ Cooper by Donny Mahony
SIBÉAL POUNDER illustrated by JASON COCKCROFT

BAD MERMAIDS: MEET THE SUSHI SISTERS

B LO OM SB U RY CHIL D R EN ’ S B O O K S 2020 (PB K ) 224PP £6 .99 ISB N 9781526616883

Beattie, Mimi and Zelda are back, but something has changed. Beattie no longer wants to
save the world. She wants to be just like her idols, the Sushi Sisters. When their friend Meri
invites them along on her undercover mission to find out if the Sushi Sisters are really out
to destroy the humans, the girls can’t wait to try and help, but what if they make things
worse? This entertaining adventure, full of quirky illustrations, will keep young readers
guessing till the very end. (Age 8–10) [MBT]
READ ALSO: The rest of the Bad Mermaids series
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MIRIAM MOLONY aistrithe ag MÁIRE Ní CHUAL ÁIN
maisithe ag STEVE DOOGAN

AG DUL I dTÍR

A N G ÚM 2020 (B O G) 46LCH €6 .00 I SB N 9781857919592

Scéal tábhachtach dár gcuimhne chultúrtha ar thráma an Ghorta Mhóir is ea seo. Leanann
an scéal an chuid eile den aistear crua a dhéanann teaghlach amháin. Ní sheachnaítear an
cruatán agus an crá croí atá roimh phaisinéirí agus iad ag déanamh a mbealach trasna an
Aigéin Atlantaigh. Cé gur seanscéal é beidh bá ag léitheoirí an lae inniu leis na socruithe
coraintín agus scaipeadh an fhiabhrais i measc na bpaisinéirí. Léiríonn na léaráidí dubh agus
bán ar bhealach caolchúiseach uaineacha tábhachtacha an turais. (Aois 8–10) [CMD]
LÉIGH FREISIN: Turas go Meiriceá le Miriam Molony agus Terry Myler
VARIOUS AUTHORS

THE ANTHOLOGY OF IRISH FOLK TALES
T HE HI S TO RY PR E S S 2020 (HB K ) 288PP £14.99 ISB N 9780750993210

A storied island, Ireland comes to life in this collection of tales and fables, rich in locality
and colour. The stories are organised around the thirty-two counties, each injected with
details and dimensions unique to those areas. This book’s appeal will stretch far beyond
the shores of Ireland, and Irish readers will revel in discovering tales from their own
neighbourhoods and learning more about other parts of the land. Children will find these
tales heartwarming and spine-tingling by turns – a text that will be returned to again and
again. (Age 8–10, 10–12, 12–14) [AR]
READ ALSO: Tales from Old Ireland by Malachy Doyle and Niamh Sharkey
ELENA BROWNE illustrated by JENNIFER FARLEY

TAKE THE LEAD: HOW TO CARE FOR YOUR DOG
T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S 2020 (PB K ) 48PP €11.99 ISB N 9781788490818

This book is a compendium of all things dogs and advocates for correct dog caring for
anyone considering a new furry addition to their home. Brown’s guidance on dog training
and how to care for your dog will leave the reader confident in their care as a canine owner.
Farley’s playful illustrations and design keep the eye searching, as each page hosts a pack
of fluffy pals. This is a perfect care manual for any child considering adopting a new fourlegged friend. (Non-fiction, Age 8–11) [DMcF]
READ ALSO: Dr Hibernica Finch’s Compelling Compendium of Irish Animals by Aga
Grandowicz and Rob Maguire
KIERAN FANNING illustrated by DAVID WARDLE

IRISH FAIRY TALES, MY THS & LEGENDS
S CH O L A S T I C 2020 (PB K ) 256PP £5.99 I SB N 9780702300165

A treasure trove of beautifully written stories that both children and adults will relish,
including well-known favourites and lesser-known tales. Each story begins with a simple
explanation of its origins and similarities with international folklore, along with when each
story was first written down and published. While the language is accessible, the traditional
storyteller’s voice has been retained, stressing the importance of the oral origins of our
tales, myths and legends. Contemporary readers, particularly older children, will also find
much to discuss around stereotypes of gender and language. (Age 8–12) [JE]
READ ALSO: Irish Tales of Mystery and Magic by Eddie Lenihan and Alan Clarke
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PETER and NICOL A HEANEY illustrated by CONOR BUSUT TIL

ULSTER FAIRY TALES & LEGENDS

T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S O C T 2020 (HB K ) 6 4PP €14.99 ISB N 9781788492171

A river demon, a copyright-violating monk, a giant serpent, a shape-shifting male drudge
and a nasty teacher transformed into a pig are just some of the cast members of these
engaging Ulster place-lore stories. The Cattle Raid of Cooley is told from an original angle:
the brown bull’s misguided and arrogant perspective. Feisty girl and boy characters add
further appeal for young readers. The spare narrative style redolent of Sinéad de Valera is
complemented by the richly detailed and occasionally eerie illustrations by Conor Busuttil.
(Age 8–12) [MM]
READ ALSO: The O’Brien Book of Irish Fairy Tales & Legends by Una Leavy and Susan
Field
DONNY MAHONEY illustrated by EOIN COVENEY

AIM HIGH: IRISH SPORTS STARS,
TRAILBL A ZERS AND MAVERICKS

T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S O C T 2020 (HB K ) 6 4PP €16 .99 ISB N 9781788492089

Aim High gives us details of numerous Irish sporting stars over the many years of Ireland’s
successes. This book introduces us to sporting legends from as far back as the 1780s up to
today’s leading Irish athletes, highlighting those who have become legends in this country
and those whose impact has been global. The breadth of sports covered is vast, from
popular sports such as GAA, soccer and rugby, to less widely practised sports such as road
bowling and surfing. A must for all future Irish sports stars. (Non-fiction, Age 8–12) [JJ]
READ ALSO: Sports Academy: Football Fiesta by Gerard Siggins
SÍNE QUINN illustrated by MARGARET ANNE SUGGS

HOLY SHOCKING SAINTS: THE EXTRAORDINARY
LIVES OF TWELVE IRISH SAINTS
V ER I TA S N OV 2020 (HB K ) 32PP €14.99 I SB N 9781847309716

Legends of great Irish saints are brought to life in this exciting array of myths, martyrs
and miracles. Discover which saint had an encounter with the Loch Ness monster, the
saint that charmed bees to chase off invaders and even Ireland’s mermaid saint. Suggs’s
delicate watercolour illustrations add character to each saint’s individual profile. Crammed
with facts, this book will not only make you look at Irish saints differently but also help you
understand how their legacy can still be seen in Ireland today. (Non-Fiction, Age 8–12) [OH]
READ ALSO: In a Nutshell: The Story of Saint Patrick by Ann Carroll and Derry Dillon
MARK JOYCE

MY THICAL IRISH WONDERS

CU R R ACH B O O K S D EC 2020 (HB K ) 120PP €22.99 ISB N 9781782189220

From the mysterious island of Hy Brasil to the spear of mortal death, Mythical Irish
Wonders is a spell-binding ode to lesser-known Irish tales and a compelling introduction
to early Irish history, with entries about early forms of language, sartorial rules and
calendars. Each tale brims with details about original texts and etymology while remaining
highly accessible. The accompanying illustrations capture the imagination of the reader
by treading the line between funny and delightfully eerie. An enchanting read warmly
recommended to all readers aged 9+. (Age 9+) [VL]
READ ALSO: Mythical Irish Beasts by Mark Joyce
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RILEY CAIN illustrated by VARIOUS

THE HALLOWEEN HOUSE

CU R R ACH B O O K S O C T 2020 (PB K ) 120PP €19.99 ISB N 978178218924 4

Riley Cain’s spooky poetry collection provides a fiendish countdown to the most horrifying
holiday of the year – Halloween. The poems range from the cute and cuddly, through the
mildly rude, to the genuinely frightening. Viking warriors enjoy candy, a blood-curdling
locomotive leaves a sinister feeling in the air, and body-snatchers, zombies, banshees and
other blood-curdling figures make an appearance. If Halloween is already a time of year
celebrated by readers, this strikingly illustrated collection will receive a spine-tingling
welcome on their shelves. (Age 9–11) [AR]
READ ALSO: The Nightmare Club series
ANNA CAREY illustrated by L AUREN O’NEILL

THE BOLDNESS OF BET T Y

T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S SEP T 2020 (PB K ) 416PP €9.99 ISB N 9781788491235

Dublin 1913 and Betty is writing her memoirs. She has just finished her last year in school
(and is very upset about it) and has started working in a teashop. As the lockout and
murmurs of workers’ rights abound in the background, Betty starts to question her own
place in society as a young woman in the workforce. This is an inspiring book, reminding the
reader that we all have a voice and that those voices matter. A charming, insightful read for
historical fiction fans. (Age 9–11) [GK]
READ ALSO: Across the Divide by Brian Gallagher
JUDI CURTIN

LILY STEPS UP: A LISSADELL STORY

T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S O C T 2020 (PB K ) 320PP €12.99 ISB N 9781788492386

Lily is once again shown to be a kind, resourceful character that children can look up to.
She is determined to help her friend Nellie find the family she was separated from in the
workhouse and uses all the connections she has to do so. Curtin’s familiar conversational
style keeps the reader engaged with the characters and the plot. Irish history lovers will
enjoy the presence of characters such as Countess Markievicz. A thoroughly enjoyable
read and sure to become a favourite in Irish households. (Age 9–11) [AD]
READ ALSO: Time after Time by Judi Curtin
JOHN FARRELLY

DEADLY! IRISH HISTORY: THE CELTS

T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S SEP T 2020 (PB K ) 141PP €8.99 ISB N 9781788491303

Farrelly’s writing and pen-and-ink drawings never miss a beat in this well-informed, witty
and irreverent account of the Celts. Its swiftly paced multi-format approach sprinkles
the narrative with comic strips, guess-the-answer sessions, roll-the-di[c]e-to-see-whichcharacter-you-are games; presents a Celtic fashion show complete with commentary; and
shows you how to make your own games board or roundhouse. Its variety of forms means
it engages with a variety of learning styles and it never once talks down to its readers. Its
companionable wittiness sets it well beyond its English counterparts. Great fun!
(Age 9–11) [AP]
READ ALSO: Mucking About by John Chambers
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JOHN FARRELLY

DEADLY! IRISH HISTORY: THE VIKINGS
T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S 2020 (PB K ) 14 4PP €8.99 ISB N 9781788491037

This is a new series, jam-packed with fascinating facts and stories about the Vikings.
The illustrations are clever and funny with comic strips and fake newspapers adding to the
entertainment factor. There are quizzes, puzzles and true-or-false questionnaires. One of
the highlights is a crafting section where you can learn how to dress like a Viking and make
brooches, helmets and shields. Although it might be a cliché, The Vikings is the kind of book
that makes history fun. (Age 9–11) [PS]
READ ALSO: The Story of Ireland by Brendan O’Brien and Cartoon Saloon
GABRIELLE KENT illustrated by REX CROWLE and LUKE NEWELL

KNIGHTS AND BIKES: WHEELS OF LEGEND
KNI G H T S O F 2020 (PB K ) 230PP £6 .99 I SB N 9781913311049

The third instalment in the Knights and Bikes series kicks off with a new mystery for the
Rebel Bicycle Club as Nessa, Demelza and Captain Honkers encounter a strange travelling
funfair on Penfurzy island. Fast-paced, and wonderfully funny, the story is perfectly
complemented by Crowle and Newell’s inventive illustrations. As usual, strong themes of
friendship, teamwork and good mysterious fun create a fantastic treat for the reader! If you
haven’t read the first two, this is your perfect excuse to catch up. (Age 9–11) [BL]
READ ALSO: The Secrets of Hexbridge Castle by Gabrielle Kent
JED LYNCH illustrated by STEPHEN STONE

THE FREE RANGE DETECTIVE AGENCY:
THE BABOON WITH THE GOLDEN BUM

L I T T L E I SL A ND B O O K S O C T 2020 (PB K ) 128PP €9.00 ISB N 9781912417476

A welcome return for Seamus the turkey detective, as he is once again tasked with
investigating some dodgy dealings. Will Seamus be able to find out who is causing security
breaches at top-secret money-making facilities? Could it be the baboon, the jackal, the
newt or the toad? A fun read, with an all-animal cast, this is a delightful spin on detective
noir fiction. As well as being full of clever jokes, there are plenty of clues to help readers
solve the intriguing mystery themselves. (Age 9–11) [PS]
READ ALSO: The Free Range Detective Agency: Murder Most Fowl by Jed Lynch and
Stephen Stone
DONN McCLEAN

ALL TO PL AY FOR

T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S 2020 (PB K ) 336PP €8.99 ISB N 9781788491839

Growing up is never easy! It’s not any easier when you move to a new town and school.
Anna must deal with this anxiety, as well as cope with the loss of her father. Anna and her
father loved Gaelic football and her game falters without his support. All to Play For by
Donn McClean tells the story of how Anna struggles with the grief of her loss, while she
tries to help her new team win the county final. A moving and heartfelt story.
(Age 9–11) [TM]
READ ALSO: Legends’ Lair by Joe O’Brien
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RONAN MOORE illustrated by ALEX ANDER COLOMBO

YOUNG FIONN

G IL L B O O K S 2020 (PB K ) 196PP €8.99 I SB N 9780717185863

In this very entertaining origin story, Ronan Moore brings readers through the length and
breadth of Ireland, starting his tale with the meeting of Fionn’s parents. From birth Fionn
is forced to live as a fugitive and encounters many friends and foes along the way. There are
tales of bravery, magic, and friendship as Fionn is aided by those duty bound to repay the
debts of the good deeds done by his father and by a younger generation who share Fionn’s
vision for a better Ireland. (Age 9–11) [LO’H]
READ ALSO: The Keeper by Darragh Martin
ANN MURTAGH

THE SOUND OF FREEDOM

T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S 2020 (PB K ) 236PP €8.99 ISB N 9781788491259

Colm is a young man steeped in traditional Irish music, living through turbulent times
in Ireland, 1919. The politics of the time and his father’s status as a Sinn Féin party
member means that the family are constantly under threat of visits from the Royal Irish
Constabulary. Ann Murtagh’s terrific historical novel paints a vivid picture of a young man
fully committed to the politics of a free Ireland whilst also coming to terms with entering
adulthood and finding his way in life. (Age 9–11) [LO’H]
READ ALSO: The Making of Mollie by Anna Carey
NICOL A PIERCE

CHASING GHOSTS: AN ARCTIC ADVENTURE
T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S 2020 (PB K ) 320PP €8.99 ISB N 978178849017 7

In 1845 HMS Erebus and Terror under the command of John Franklin and Francis Crozier
set sail to discover the Northwest Passage across the Arctic. In 1849 in Derry a young
girl dies of a fever, but her brother and sister are convinced she is still alive. As the story
unfolds, the connection between these two seemingly unrelated events is revealed, and
the heartbreaking true story of the ill-fated Franklin expedition is brought to life by one of
Ireland’s finest historical authors for children. (Age 9–11) [MBT]
READ ALSO: Spirit of the Titanic by Nicola Pierce
SIBÉAL POUNDER

TINSEL: THE GIRLS WHO INVENTED CHRISTMAS

B LO OM SB U RY CHIL D R EN ’ S B O O K S O C T 2020 (HB K ) 310PP £9.99 ISB N 9781526619273

A charming feminist take on the original story of Santa, Tinsel is set in Victorian London,
where penniless orphans Blanche and Rinki carve out a life for themselves on the mean
streets. When a mysterious old lady gives Blanche a Christmas bauble, telling her to use
her gifts well, young Blanche sets out to give every child in the world a Christmas gift. A
fun-filled adventure with a magical horse, a talking tree and two feisty girls makes for a
great Christmas tale. (Age 9–11) [JE]
READ ALSO: Beyond Platform 13 by Sibéal Pounder
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CATHERINE DOYLE

THE MIRACLE ON EBENEZER STREET
PU FFIN O C T 2020 (HB K ) 240PP £12.99 I SB N 978024143427 7

George’s father won’t allow any mention of Christmas since the death of George’s mother
on Christmas Eve three years ago. But when George discovers a shop that sells magical
items and a snow globe which has captured one of his own memories, he and his dad are
whisked away to see Christmas past, present and future. A beautiful contemporary retelling
of Charles Dickens’s classic A Christmas Carol by a writer at the height of her powers.
(Age 9–11, 12–14) [LR]
READ ALSO: The Stormkeeper’s Island by Catherine Doyle
PÁDRAIG KENNY illustrated by EDWARD BET TISON

THE MONSTERS OF ROOKHAVEN

M AC MIL L A N CHIL D R EN ’ S B O O K S SEP T 2020 (HB K ) 352PP £12.99 I SB N 9781529050509

Mirabelle has spent her entire life in Rookhaven with her supernatural family. Their home
is surrounded by a magic that hides and protects them from the outside world. One night,
Jem arrives, accidentally. When the girls’ worlds collide that fateful night, an immediate
friendship is formed. This gothic tale is filled with family secrets, mysterious visitors and
excellent twists. While it is a fantastical story, the message is clear and pertinent: family,
friend or neighbour, we must embrace one another’s differences, instead of fearing them.
(Age 9–11, 12–14) [GK]
READ ALSO: Knights of the Borrowed Dark by Dave Rudden
CELINE KIERNAN illustrated by JESSICA COURTNEY-TICKLE

THE WILD MAGIC TRILOGY: THE PROMISE WITCH
WA L KER B O O K S 2020 (PB K ) 224PP £6 .99 ISB N 9781406373936

The final book in Celine Kiernan’s stunning fantasy trilogy is a powerful and moving tale
of friendship and freedom. Witches Borough is dying, the earth is parched and the river
is dry – and then a powerful raggedy witch called Magda captures Mup. In a magnificent
conclusion to the series, exploring compelling themes of bravery in the face of adversity
and what it means to be a part of a community, Kiernan proves herself once more to be a
master storyteller. (Age 9–11, 12–14) [LR]
READ ALSO: The rest of the Wild Magic Trilogy by Celine Kiernan and
Jessica Courtney-Tickle
NATASHA Mac a’BHÁIRD

GREAT IRISH SPORTS STARS: SONIA O’SULLIVAN
T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S 2020 (PB K ) 192PP €8.99 ISB N 9781788492393

This is the extraordinary story of Sonia O’Sullivan, one of Ireland’s greatest athletes and an
inspiration to young girls of all ages who are drawn to sports. From her childhood in Cobh,
Co. Cork, where her talent for running began to shine at an early age, to her Olympic
triumph, Sonia’s courage, determination and dedication shine through in this wonderfully
engaging book. Never give up and always, always try your best are the valuable messages
written into the fabric of her success. (Non-fiction, Age 9–11, 12–14) [KO’L]
READ ALSO: Great Irish Sports Stars: Cora Staunton by Eimear Ryan
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EITHNE MASSEY

MICHAEL COLLINS: HERO AND REBEL

T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S O C T 2020 (PB K ) 192PP €8.99 ISB N 9781788492102

From a boisterous Cork childhood to radicalisation, rebellion, becoming part of a new
establishment and the assassination that rocked the country, Michael Collins lived a
fascinating and challenging life. It’s tricky to provide interiority to fictionalised versions of
real people, but Massey skillfully weaves known details about Collins’s personal life into
the sweeping historical narrative, helping to humanise and contextualise his strong beliefs
and dynamic relationships. A deft, entertaining and accessible retelling of the life of one of
Ireland’s most dominant figures. (Age 9–11, 12–14) [RS]
READ ALSO: Race the Atlantic Wind: The Flight of Alcock and Brown by Oisín McGann
GERARD SIGGINS

GAELIC SPIRIT

T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S 2020 (PB K ) 192PP €8.99 ISB N 9781788492027

Eoin Madden loves rugby, but home in Tipperary from boarding school for the summer,
he’s been playing hurling and football instead in the local GAA club. He and his buddies
have great fun in coach Paddy’s team, but there’s also a gardening business to run, Eoin’s
grandad needs help and local bullies need to be taught a lesson. Eoin’s also been seeing
ghosts again, which usually means something. This becomes clear in the action-packed
conclusion at the All-Ireland final, a hundred years after Croke Park’s Bloody Sunday
tragedy. (Age 9–11, 12–14) [SMcK]
READ ALSO: Rugby Spirit by Gerard Siggins
JASON BYRNE illustrated by OISÍN McGANN

THE ACCIDENTAL ADVENTURES OF
ONION O’BRIEN:THE SECRET SCIENTIST
G IL L B O O K S SEP T 2020 (HB K ) 224PP €12.99 ISB N 9780717179015

The madcap adventures of Onion O’Brien and his crew, the Five O’s, continues in this
the third instalment. Onion, (an ordinary kid with an extraordinary name), strives for
normality – but things just seem to happen around him. It is up to Onion and his loyal
gang to outsmart a maverick Russian scientist whose experiments on the residents of a
local nursing home spill out into the community, and inevitably everything goes awry. A
hilariously funny Scooby-Doo-esque romp in small-town Ireland brilliantly captured in
Oisín McGann’s illustrations. (Age 9–12) [JM]
READ ALSO: The rest of the Accidental Adventures of Onion O’Brien series by Jason
Byrne and Oisín McGann
JEFF KINNEY aistrithe ag MÁIRÍN Nic Con IOMAIRE

DIAL ANN DÚRADÁIN: AN FHÍRINNE SHEARBH
FU TA FATA 2020 (CRUA ) 217LCH €9.95 I SB N 9781910945537

Sa chúigiú leabhar sa tsraith Dialann Dúradáin, leanaimid Greg Heffley arís agus é ag fás
aníos ach ag déileáil le hathruithe nua ar nós cairdeas, cóisirí le cailíní, agus caithreachas.
Déantar plé ar na rudaí dáiríre seo ar bhealach fíorghreannmhar a thaitneoidh go mór le
páistí agus iad ag dul i dtreo shaol na meánscoile. Tá sé leagtha amach le pictiúir ar gach
leathanach a chuireann go mór leis an ngreann sa scéal. Tá an-deis ag an scéal seo spraoi sa
teanga a chothú. (Aois 9–13) [ANicU]
LÉIGH FREISIN: Dialann Dúradáin Barr ar an Donas le Jeff Kinney agus Máirín Ní Mhárta
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EVE McDONNELL

ELSETIME

E V ERY T HIN G WI T H WO R DS 2020 (PB K ) 346PP £8.99 ISB N 9781911427179

In 1928, Glory works hard to help her sister keep a roof over their heads. In 1864, Needle
slips through a hagstone into a different world – Glory’s world. As disaster threatens, the
girls race against time to change the future. McDonnell’s debut novel is compelling and
original; her language is intricate and poetic; and her female protagonists leap off the page.
Inspired by the Great London Flood, this lyrical, exhilarating story offers a fresh take on
the time-travel narrative, making for a wonderful read. (Age 9–11, 12–14) [BL]
READ ALSO: Timecatcher by Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick
RENÉ GOSCINNY agus JEAN-JACQUES SEMPÉ
aistrithe ag SÉAMUS Ó COILEÁIN

NIOCL ÁS BEAG: EACHTRAÍ ARÍS EILE

DA L EN ÉIR E A NN D EIR E A D H FÓMH A IR 2020 (B O G) 148LCH € 7.95 ISB N 9781913573188

Ó údar Asterix a thagann an scéal álainn seo atá roinnte de réir eachtraí an phríomhcharactair.
Tá gliondar na hóige le feiceáil i Nioclás agus é ag pleidhcíocht ar scoil lena chairde agus le
Séamas, peata na Máistreása. Tagann ‘Fata-cheann’, feighlí an chlóis, anall de ruathar chucu
mar go leanann an trioblóid i gcónaí iad. Lean eachtraí Niocláis Bhig agus a chairde agus iad
ag campáil nó ag cumadh cód rúnda chun labhairt sa rang i ngan fhios don Mháistreás!
(Aois 10–12) [RNicanB]
LÉIGH FREISIN: Nioclás Beag: Eachtraí le Réne Goscinny, Jean-Jaques Sempé agus
Séamus Ó Coileáin
EOIN COLFER

THE FOWL TWINS: DENY ALL CHARGES

HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN’S BOOKS OCT 2020 (HBK) 432PP £14.99 ISBN 9780008324865

In the second book in the spin-off series from the acclaimed Artemis Fowl saga, the twin
brothers of the anti-hero everyone ends up rooting for are back – and they’re in trouble.
After blowing up the Fowl jet over Florida, twins Beckett and Myles are placed under
house arrest. But when Myles is kidnapped, it’s up to Beckett to figure out what’s going on.
Fans of Colfer’s books so far will be delighted: this is a madcap thrill-ride that will leave any
reader wanting more of the twins’ antics! (Age 10–14) [KO’L]
READ ALSO : The Artemis Fowl series by Eoin Colfer

OEIN DeBHAIRDUIN illustrated by LEANNE McDONAGH

WHY THE MOON TRAVELS

SKEIN PR E S S 2020 (HB K ) 14 4PP €12.95 ISB N 9781916 493506

This book is a gift, a bridge, an invitation, a celebration. The first published collection of
Mincéir folktales written and illustrated by Mincéirí, it is spellbinding. Woven throughout
the collection are scenes from the childhood of our gifted storyteller, Oein DeBhairduin.
Artful illustrations evoke both past and present. There is an enlightening introduction and
a glossary of Gammon for those of us who are unfamiliar with Traveller culture. Through
these twenty stories we are offered glimpses of a rich and beautiful culture: we are
privileged to receive them. (Age 11+) [VC]
READ ALSO: Once upon a Place edited by Eoin Colfer and illustrated by PJ Lynch
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SOPHIE KIRTLEY

THE WILD WAY HOME

B LO OM SB U RY CHIL D R EN ’ S B O O K S 2020 (PB K ) 246PP £6 .99 ISB N 9781526616289

Charlie’s long-awaited baby brother is born gravely ill. When Charlie runs to his beloved
woods for solace, an impossible adventure unfolds, whereby we understand that fear,
courage, confrontation and comradeship are primitively embedded in all of us. This cleverly
universal, unflinching examination of self-realisation is achingly poetic, a fine example of
how the time-slip novel, when done as well as this, speaks simultaneously to both modern
individuals and universal themes. I suspect, like Stig of the Dump, it will become a classic.
(Age 12–14, YA) [AP]
READ ALSO: A Dangerous Crossing by Jane Mitchell
SINÉAD BURKE illustrated by NATALIE BYRNE

BREAK THE MOULD: HOW TO TAKE YOUR PL ACE
IN THE WORLD
WR EN & RO O K O C T 2020 (PB K ) 224PP £8.99 ISB N 9781526363343

A celebration of self and difference, Break the Mould is part instruction manual, part
self-help, part activity book and fully inspiring. Burke directly addresses the reader,
encouraging them to embrace ourselves and our differences, to be open, curious and
kind. The book features activities to build self-awareness, responsibility and confidence,
as well as case studies of people who have used their differences to make in impact on the
world. It is accessible, honest and frank, and doesn’t speak down or condescend. Highly
recommended. (Non-fiction, Age 12–16) [KM]
READ ALSO: Blazing a Trail: Irish Women Who Changed the World by Sarah Webb and
Lauren O’Neill
NICOL A WALL

PRET T Y SANE: LIVING WITH SCHIZOPHRENIA
M ERCIER PR E S S 2020 (PB K ) 25 4PP €14.99 ISB N 978178117 7020

In this book, Nicola Wall gives us her brutally honest account of growing up and managing
life with schizoaffective disorder. A unique and illuminating perspective on a range of topics
from mental health and illness to bullying, relationships and grief, her story is guaranteed
to bring a new perspective, new understanding and new hope to any reader. This book is
recommended for older readers as it deals with mature topics throughout. (Age YA) [KB]
READ ALSO: Needlework by Deirdre Sullivan

CIARA SMY TH

THE FALLING IN LOVE MONTAGE

A ND ER SEN PR E S S 2020 (PB K ) 400PP £ 7.99 ISB N 97817834 49668

Saoirse has a lot going on. She has just finished the Leaving Cert, her mum doesn’t live at
home any more and she’s on the outs with her best friend. But then she meets Ruby – fun,
mischievous, fascinating Ruby. Saoirse feels she can leave all her problems behind if she
just follows some rules for life. But can she keep Ruby from getting too close? Smyth deals
with difficult issues deftly and realistically, with body-positive, self-assured young women
working out their place in the world. (Age YA) [KM]
READ ALSO: All the Invisible Things by Orlagh Collins
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MARIE-LOUISE FITZPATRICK

ON MIDNIGHT BEACH

FA B ER 2020 (PB K ) 320PP £ 7.99 ISB N 9780571355594

Donegal, 1976. A dolphin appears in Ross Bay, reigniting a long-standing rivalry with the
wealthier town across the water. As sixteen-year-old Emer embarks on a relationship with
village hero, Dog, former Ross golden boy Gus sees an opportunity for revenge. Fitzpatrick
is a confident, commanding writer who expertly blends the novel’s era-evoking comingof-age elements with a deft retelling of Ireland’s ancient literary tragedy. Her choice to
centre side characters from the myth, giving voice to minor players who are reimagined as
sympathetic protagonists, is fascinating. (Age YA) [RS]
READ ALSO: The Wicker Light by Mary Watson
C.G . MOORE

FALL OUT

U CL A N PU B L ISHIN G 2020 (PB K ) 322PP £ 7.99 I SB N 9781912979189

Sixteen-year-old Cal Adams has just come out to his mother (it didn’t go well) and now his
dad has been served a barring order for punching him. He’s mercilessly bullied at school,
both physically and psychologically, and is not sure who his friends are among the sea of
haters who blindly follow the ‘popular’ boy in his torment. Fast-paced chapters flow in
Cal’s distinctive voice, describing relatable teenage experiences, but there are darker, more
disquieting moments too. This is a gritty, heartbreaking and inspiring read.
(Age YA) [SMcK]
READ ALSO: The Weight of a Thousand Feathers by Brian Conaghan
HELENA CLOSE

THE GONE BOOK

L I T T L E I SL A ND B O O K S 2020 (PB K ) 300PP €9.99 ISB N 97819124174 45

Matt is struggling with the trauma of his parents’ rocky marriage. He and his friends Mikey
and Anna also have issues of bullying on their plates, and diary entries in the form of letters
written by Matt to his absent mother – the eponymous Gone Book – form part of the mix
too. These elements are well-trodden themes in this kind of fiction, but the plot’s dramatic
and violent lurches increase over the course of the novel, building to a cataclysmic climax in
the last few chapters. (Age YA) [AlM]
READ ALSO: Still Falling by Sheena Wilkinson
HELEN CORCORAN

QUEEN OF COIN AND WHISPERS

T HE O ’ B R IEN PR E S S 2020 (PB K ) 4 47PP €12.99 ISB N 9781788491181

Lia always knew she would rule one day. She just had to hope that her uncle didn’t
completely ruin their country before he passed away. Xania, her new spymaster, needs to
keep her queen alive during the political upheavals. These two girls, brought together by
duty, must find a way to protect their growing friendship and love. Corcoran writes with a
vividness that engages the reader while drawing out the intrigue in the story, allowing an
intricate plot to unfold. (Age YA) [MBT]
READ ALSO: Perfectly Preventable Deaths by Deirdre Sullivan
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HERGÉ aistrithe ag GABRIEL ROSENSTOCK

EACHTRAÍ TINTIN: TAISCE RAGA RUA

DA L EN ÉIR E A NN D EIR E A D H FÓM H A IR 2020 (B O G) 6 4LCH €9.95 ISBN 9781913573126

Scéal taitneamhach faoi Tintin agus a chairde spéisiúla i mbun eachtraíochta arís, ag iarraidh
teacht ar thaisce Raga Rua an uair seo. Aistriúchán iontach le Rosenstock a thugann
gluaiseacht agus greann an scéil leis agus pictiúir áille ann a léiríonn eachtraí ar long, faoi
uisce agus ar oileáin éagsúla. Thaitneodh an scéal seo go mór le páistí móra, le foghlaimeoirí
fásta agus léitheoirí eile a chuirfeadh spéis san aistriúchán cliste seo agus sna tagairtí
cultúrtha Gaelacha. (Aois Daoine Fásta Óga) [RNíM]
LÉIGH FREISIN: Eachtraí Tintin: An tAonbheannach Mistéireach le Hergé agus Gabriel
Rosenstock
NILS-OLOF FRANZÉN aistrithe ag GABRIEL ROSENSTOCK
maisithe ag QUENTIN BL AKE

AGATÁN SACS AGUS NA GADAITHE DIAMANT

DA L EN ÉIR E A NN D EIR E A D H FÓM H A IR 2020 (B O G) 112LCH € 7.95 I SB N 9781913573140

Ní cúrsaí eagarthóireachta amháin atá mar chúram ag Agatán Sacs – tá mianach
bleachtaire ann freisin. Spreagann litir a fhaigheann an nuachtán é dul i mbun tochailte agus
ní fada go mbíonn sé sa tóir ar choirpeach cáiliúil: an dara hAgatán Sacs! Cuireann léaráidí
Quentin Blake go mór le hinsint an scéil. Cé gur leagan Gaeilge de leabhar ó na 1950í
atá ann, féadfaidh léitheoirí an lae inniu ionannú a dhéanamh leis an diabhlaíocht agus an
aicsean atá fite fuaite ann. (Aois Daoine Fásta Óga) [CMD]
LÉIGH FREISIN: Agatán Sacs agus an Hurlamaboc Mór le Nils-Olof Franzén, Gabriel
Rosenstock agus Quentin Blake
RENÉ GOSCINNY agus ALBERT UDERZO
aistrithe ag GABRIEL ROSENSTOCK

ASTERIX AGUS CORÓIN L ABHRAIS CHAESAIR

DA L EN ÉIR E A NN D EIR E A D H FÓMH A IR 2020 (B O G) 48LCH €9.95 I SB N 9781913573089

Leanaimid Asterix agus é i mbun eachtraíochta go dtí an Róimh ar thóir comhábhar
speisialta do stobhach: duilleoga ó choróin Labhrais Chaesair. Mar is dual do na leabhair
eile sa tsraith, tá an scéal breac le hainmneacha cliste greannmhara ar na carachtair, agus
imeartas focal, gan trácht ar an mbia spéisiúil ar na plátaí. Tá go leor fuaimeanna le cloisteáil
sa scéal agus bainfidh an léitheoir taitneamh as an uaim atá ann go minic, mar aon leis na
mallachtaí agus na heascainí cliste! (Aois Daoine Fásta Óga) [CMD]
LÉIGH FREISIN: Asterix agus a Mhac le Réne Goscinny, Albert Uderzo agus Gabriel
Rosenstock
CONOR KOSTICK

THE RETREAT

MEN TO R B O O K S 2020 (PB K ) 271PP €14.99 I SB N 978191251456 4

For once, in this novel, history is written by the losers. This unusual adventure story asks
readers to reconsider the traditional glamour of the medieval knight-at-arms. Throughout,
Kostick raises hard, universal questions through his young protagonist, who has difficult
decisions to make about loyalty, fellowship, ambition, faith, class and masculinity as he
participates in an arduous journey and an ignominious retreat. Unflinching in its gaze
and presenting somewhat unreconstructed versions of masculinities in its medieval
protagonists, Kostick’s novel challenges a thoughtful readership to interrogate stereotypical
social trajectories. (Age YA) [AP]
READ ALSO: Where the Stones Sing by Eithne Massey
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DEREK L ANDY

SKULDUGGERY PLEASANT: SEASONS OF WAR

H A R PERCO L L IN S CHIL D R EN ’ S B O O K S 2020 (HB K ) 560PP £14.99 ISB N 9780008386238

Skulduggery and Valkyrie return once again, tasked with averting catastrophe by
undertaking a secret mission that leads them to a forsaken land of magic and terror.
Valkyrie will have to fight harder than ever before – against her enemies but also her own
dark impulses. This is the thirteenth Skulduggery novel and Landy’s many fans will not need
convincing to dive right in. Everyone else should prepare for a rollicking read, filled with
compelling characters, epic adventures, dark humour and, of course, magic. (Age YA) [PS]
READ ALSO: Other Words for Smoke and Bone by Sarah Maria Griffin
DEIRDRE SULLIVAN illustrated by K AREN VAUGHAN

SAVAGE HER REPLY

L I T T L E I SL A ND B O O K S O C T 2020 (HB K ) 228PP €17.00 ISB N 97819124176 43

The storytelling team of Deirdre Sullivan and Karen Vaughan returns to set straight the
story of Aífe or Aoife from the Children of Lir legend. The poetic text gets right to the
heart of Aífe’s struggle with the constraints placed upon her and the expectations of her
life as a woman of the Tuatha Dé Danann. This beautiful feminist retelling allow us to see
the complex Aife in a different light and understand what drove her to turn her stepchildren into swans. (Age YA) [AoM]
READ ALSO: Tangleweed and Brine by Deirdre Sullivan and Karen Vaughan
SHEENA WILKINSON

HOPE AGAINST HOPE

L I T T L E I SL A ND B O O K S 2020 (PB K ) 192PP €9.99 ISB N 9781912417421

Belfast, 1921. Fleeing a life of domestic drudgery, Polly finds a home at Helen’s Hope,
a boarding house for young women with an ethos of inclusion and sharing. As political
tensions rise, however, hope seems impossible. This stunning novel is both historically
authentic and thoroughly modern. From the impact of war and pandemic, to the power
of female community, Wilkinson juggles a dizzying array of complex themes and subtle
characters. That she makes it look easy is proof of a master at work. (Age YA) [RS]
READ ALSO: Name upon Name by Sheena Wilkinson
LORRAINE LEVIS

ONCE UPON A READER

CU R R ACH B O O K S SEP T 2020 (HB K ) 172PP €19.99 ISB N 9781782189206

Looking for further guidance in relation to encouraging the young people in your life to
love reading? Then look no further. This helpful guide takes adults through the steps of
a young reader’s life – finding the perfect book, reading stages, ways to foster a love of
reading, using books to broach difficult topics – and what to do when they suddenly stop
reading. Clearly laid-out information with a listing of titles under useful themed headings
will assist parents, carers, teachers and other adults in guiding young people to the right
book. (Non-fiction, Adult) [JM]
SEE ALSO: www.childrensbooksireland.ie/recommended-reads
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Not every child owns a book.
Not every child knows the comfort and joy
that books can bring.
With your help, we can get more books
into the hands of more children across
Ireland.

Donate €12 today to #GiftABook to a
child who needs it and help us bring the
joy of reading into more young lives.
Go to childrensbooksireland.ie/donate/
ch i ldre n’s
b ooks
irel and

every child a reader

childrensbooksireland.ie

