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CBI are the national children’s books organisation of Ireland. Through our many 

activities and events we aim to engage young people with books, foster a greater 

understanding of the importance of books for young people and act as a core 

resource for those with an interest in books for children in Ireland. With the BOLD 

GIRLS project, our aim is to bring girls front and centre.

The BOLD GIRLS project aims to break down societal barriers and to instil confidence 

in girls and young women by showing them female characters in children’s books 

with agency, power and opinions, addressing at a young age some of the issues that 

stand in the way of women achieving their ambitions, whether that be in leadership, 

in government or in the arts. Within the pages of this guide you will find every type 

of girl and young woman represented – all are valid, all are to be celebrated.

For the centenary of women’s suffrage in Ireland in 2018, Children’s Books Ireland’s 

BOLD GIRLS project celebrates strong, confident, intelligent, brave women and 

girls in children’s books, giving them much-needed visibility alongside their male 

counterparts. 
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is an illustrator from Waterford, residing in 
Amsterdam. She has been working as a freelance 
illustrator since she graduated from NCAD in 
2012 with a BDes in Visual Communications. 

I was never a bold girl as a child – in fact, I 
had always thought of myself as the exact 
opposite. I would get my homework done 
early and spend my evenings reading 
Jacqueline Wilson books and drawing 
pictures of my dog (RIP Kim). I was teased 
for being a ‘swot’ in school – light-hearted 
ribbing that probably stemmed from my 
father being the principal of our school. It 
wasn’t something that bothered me, though. 
I knew I was a swot and wore the title proudly, 
especially to table quizzes. OK, I was the last 
to be picked for football and camogie but just 
wait until the Credit Union quiz rolls around, 
lads. 

At home, my favourite thing to play with was 
the mammoth collection of Barbie dolls, who 
all had their own names, personalities and 
intertwined relationships. There might have 
even been a binder containing all their likes 
and dislikes at one stage. 

My sister and I would spend hours 
constructing their narratives and recording 
their stories on our dad’s video camera never 
to be watched again. My mam and dad would 
indulge us in our play – letting us turn the 
whole house into a playroom; turning a blind 
eye to the spatters of paint and doll-hair 
remnants on our bedroom floor.

As I began to grow older, I found myself 
floundering through secondary school. The 
concept of ‘fitting in’ had always sounded 
unappealing to me, but it completely makes 
sense when you’re fourteen and impatient 
and confused. I drew less. I read less.  
I dressed in uncomfortable clothes and said 
mean things. There surely is nothing more 

confusing than being a teenage girl who 
doesn’t know where she fits in. 

It wasn’t until I found myself striving to be 
an illustrator that it became clear to me – I 
am the same person I was as a girl. Ever so 
slightly taller (with a few more tattoos) but 
with the same wants and desires. I want to 
learn. I want to read and draw and dance and 
be silly. Being unapologetically myself was 
the boldest thing I chose to do. Yes, there’s 
not much glamour associated with staying 
inside and trying to learn all the countries 
of the world off by heart, but the simple 
pleasures I found in learning, creating and 
exploring as a girl are the things that have led 
me to succeed in my work as a woman. 

From the authors and artists that I obsessed 
over as a kid, to my mother, grandmother 
and sister who have held my hand for the 
past twenty-eight years, I have learned that 
honesty, kindness and curiosity are the 
keys I needed to unlock my inner boldness. 
And there’s nothing bolder than being truly 
yourself. 

KATHI ‘FATTI’ BURKE

 
fattiburke.com

 
@FattiBurke

 
fattiburke
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is an author and journalist from Dublin. Her first 
book, The Real Rebecca, won the Senior Children’s 
Book of the Year prize at the 2011 Bord Gáis 
Energy Irish Book Awards. Her sixth book, Mollie 
on the March, is out now.

From the start, most of my feminist heroines 
were fictional. Apart from my mother – a 
working mother at a time when that was a 
rarity in Ireland, and someone who always 
encouraged her four daughters to look out 
for and challenge gender stereotypes – the 
majority of my female role models were found 
in my favourite books.

There was L.M. Montgomery’s Anne Shirley, 
breaking both rules and school slates in 
Avonlea and beyond, and Emily Byrd Starr, 
who insisted on being a writer despite the 
objections of everyone from her aunts to 
the (awful) man who wanted to marry her. 
There was Jo March in Little Women, a book 
ten-year-old me was sure would be twee and 
annoying but which had won me over for life 
by the end of the first chapter. There was Sara 
Crewe in Frances Hodgson Burnett’s A Little 
Princess, refusing to submit her will to the 
tyrannical adults around her.

There were Pauline, Posy and especially 
Petrova Fossil, the three sisters in Noel 
Streatfeild’s Ballet Shoes, all determined 
to make their names in their chosen fields 
(despite the fact that Petrova’s dream of 
being a pilot wasn’t a typically feminine one). 
There was the hilarious anti-hero Marmalade 
Atkins, star of both the page and the small 
screen. There were Bonnie and Sylvia and of 
course Dido Twite, defying danger in Joan 
Aiken’s wonderful novels. There were Beverly 
Cleary’s Ramona Quimby, surely one of the 
most realistic small girls in fiction, and Helen 
Cresswell’s Daisy Bagthorpe, surely the 
most entertainingly, terrifyingly anarchic. 
There was also, I have to admit, Enid Blyton’s 

Darrell Rivers, who, like me, had a fiery 
temper that was quick to both flare up and 
fade away.

Fictional girls showed me what I could be – 
and in the case of others, what I didn’t want 
to be. Thanks to my mother, I noticed the way 
characters such as Anne in the Famous Five 
or Bets in the Five Find-Outers mysteries 
deferred to the boys around them and took 
on boring domestic jobs while the others 
were leading the way. The other fictional girls 
showed me it didn’t have to be that way. They 
showed me just how creative and funny and 
determined girls could be.

And so when I became a professional author, I 
already knew that I wanted to create fictional 
girls who were all of those things. My first 
heroine, Rebecca, starts a band with her 
friends in twenty-first-century Dublin; my 
second teenage heroine, Rebecca’s great-
great-aunt Mollie, is a girl who joins the 
suffragette cause in 1912. It makes me very 
happy that readers have embraced both 
Rebecca and Mollie. But neither of them 
would ever have existed without the many, 
many fictional girls who came before them. 

ANNA CAREY

 
@urchinette
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JENNIFER ADAMS illustrated by ALISON OLIVER
LITTLE WOMEN: A BABYLIT PLAYTIME PRIMER
GIBBS M. SMITH 2017 (BOARDBOOK) 22pp $9.99 ISBN 9781423643890

A clever, charming board book with stylish illustrations that will delight 
Little Women fans and their offspring. Each double-page spread focuses on 
one element from Alcott’s original story – from singing to skating – and 
features a quote from the original book. Jo’s ‘writing’ page shows her journal 
and ink pen and says ‘Jo was writing away at her novel with all her heart and 
soul.’ The content may go above younger children’s heads but it’s ideal for 
sharing with future literature lovers. [SW] 

READ ALSO: Pride & Prejudice: A BabyLit Counting Primer; Anne of Green Gables: 
A BabyLit Places Primer

MIKE BROWNLOW illustrated by SIMON RICKERTY
TEN LITTLE PRINCESSES
ORCHARD BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781408330128

The structure of this book will be familiar to anyone who has encountered 
the Ten Little series. Here, ten princesses set off to the ball but their 
numbers soon dwindle as each in turn falls foul of a classic fairy-tale plot. 
The language here begs to be read aloud and both pitch and rhyme are 
flawless. Illustrations are brash, bold and effective. It’s a pity then that the 
princesses are not granted a bit more self-determination and autonomy. They 
are rescued by a fairy godmother, but why not give one of their number the 
chance! [MW]

READ ALSO: Ten Little Ninjas; Ten Little Superheroes

DICK BRUNA
MIFFY THE ARTIST: LIFT-THE-FLAP-BOOK
TATE 2015 (BOARDBOOK) 12pp £8.99 ISBN 9781849763950

This bright and sturdy boardbook tells of Bruna’s classic bunny, Miffy, 
visiting an art gallery and then discovering that she, too, can become an 
artist. Tiny hands will delight in opening the flaps to reveal a variety of 
colours, shapes and garden bugs. The simple characters, limited colour 
palette and use of clear, direct language are trademark ‘Bruna’ and are all 
perfectly aimed at encouraging the very youngest child. [MAS]

READ ALSO: Miffy the Artist: Activity Book

LUCY COUSINS 
MAISY'S DIGGER
WALKER BOOKS 2015 (BOARDBOOK) 18pp £5.99 ISBN 9781406358155

Those familiar with Maisy books will recognise immediately the bright, 
colourful illustrations and familiar characters who populate her world. In 
this particular adventure Maisy is driving a digger and takes great pleasure 
in showing some of the things she can use it for. She is then joined by her 
friends who help her to complete their project. The nice repetition of the 
action words will engage young readers. A lovely, simple story about working 
together to create something everyone can enjoy. [TF] 

READ ALSO: Maisy’s Fire Engine; Maisy’s Moon Landing; Doctor Maisy

0-2
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IAN FALCONER
OLIVIA 'S ABC
SIMON & SCHUSTER 2014 (BOARDBOOK) 32pp £5.99 ISBN 9781471123429

This alphabet book has an inauspicious start with ‘A is for Accessories’, but 
it soon picks up the pace as Olivia romps through flippers, hammers and 
unicycles. Olivia is an engaging character and the book makes use of her 
well-established visual style – plenty of muted tones offset with colour 
splashes. Additionally, generous white space in every spread will help a young 
child focus. A sophisticated alphabet book to round out any bookshelf. [MW]

READ ALSO: Olivia’s Opposites; Olivia Counts

EMILY KLEINMAN illustrated by LYDIA ORTIZ
LITTLE FEMINIST BOARD BOOK SET
GALISON 2017 (BOARDBOOK) 32pp $14.99 ISBN 9780735353817

The Little Feminist Board Book Set is a cube of four sturdy boardbooks, 
featuring sixteen strong women. Each book focuses on either activists, 
artists, leaders or pioneers, featuring amazing women like Cleopatra, Rosa 
Parks, Marie Curie and Amelia Earheart. The women and girls are each 
given a one sentence summary alongside a cheery illustration. The books are 
chunky, colourful and quite beautiful. Rounded corners are gentle on little 
hands, and the illustrations by Lydia Ortiz are surprisingly recognisable, 
given their simplicity of form.  A joy for all readers, regardless of age.  [KM]

READ ALSO: Little Miss Inventor by Roger Hargreaves

STEPHEN KRENSKY illustrated by SARA GILLINGHAM
I KNOW A LOT!
ABRAMS APPLESEED 2013 (BOARDBOOK) 12pp £4.99 ISBN 9781419709388 

This little boardbook is a celebration of the toddler as knower. Contrasts 
and opposites are subtly introduced, e.g. rocks are heavy and flowers are 
light. With a confident female child of colour as narrator, this book delivers 
an empowering message to children. The retro-style illustrations feature 
simple block-like elements and some unusual perspectives, using a mix of 
busy patterns and blocks of plain colour, with not much white or negative 
space. This book, and the others in the series, should be in every crèche and 
pre-school. [MR] 

READ ALSO: I Am So Brave!; I Can Do It Myself!

JESSICA SPANYOL 
ROSA LOVES DINOSAURS 
CHILD’S PLAY MAY 2018 (BOARDBOOK) 14pp £4.99 ISBN 9781786281241

Rosa loves all kinds of dinosaurs and enjoys playing with her prehistoric 
friends. She takes them flying, makes them sit on their eggs and builds them 
a dinosaur den. At night, they join her in the bath before she reads them 
a bedtime story. A colourful boardbook with simple, clear text, perfect for 
young children who love dinosaurs. There are four books in this series, each 
featuring Rosa and different activities she loves, from riding her scooter to 
kicking a ball. [SW]

READ ALSO: Rosa Loves Cars; Rosa Plays Ball; Rosa Rides Her Scooter

0-2
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has written thirteen children’s books, including 
the much-loved novel Under the Hawthorn Tree. 
Her awards include the International Reading 
Association Award USA and the Bisto Book of the 
Year Award.

In school, I would never have been considered 
a particularly bold or brave girl, as I was a 
dreamy bookworm, but somehow or other 
I sometimes found myself in trouble with 
the nuns and my teachers. It was strange but 
usually it was because I thought something 
was unfair or wrong and I was not prepared to 
stay quiet about it.  

Now I am grown up and I guess I’m still the 
same, as I’m not prepared to stay quiet about 
things, and I love to create characters in my 
books that are bold and brave.

Being strong and brave when you are a girl 
or woman can be hard, but I learned a huge 
amount about being bold and unafraid to do 
or say things from my wonderful aunt Eleanor 
Murphy. She was my mum’s older sister and 
almost like a second mum to me. 

She came to Dublin from Skibbereen in 
West Cork and was considered wild and 
unconventional. In 1956 Eleanor opened her 
small shop on Dublin’s South Anne Street 
selling hand-knitted Aran jumpers and Irish 
tweeds and kilts and beautiful crochet and 
linen blouses.

She was a remarkable woman and probably 
the first person to set up a mail-order 
catalogue to sell her hand knits into America. 
I spent so much of my childhood and life in 
that wonderful shop, as my mother worked 
part-time there too. 

My aunt Eleanor brought me my first ever 
proper book – an illustrated copy of Hans 
Christian Andersen’s stories – filling my head 
with fairy tales and stories of her childhood, 
warning me about the banshee and the 

fairies, and telling me of the terrible famine 
times in Skibbereen. 

My aunt could sew and design and make 
anything, even outfits for my Sindy doll, 
running them up on her old Singer sewing 
machine. 

One time a hairdresser burned her head 
giving her a perm and she had to buy a wig and 
wear it for a few months. My sister and I loved 
that brown wig and used to take it out and 
wear it or tease my dad and uncles by putting 
it on their heads when they dozed off.

She lived in a big flat in a Georgian house on 
Hatch Street and had a wonderful boyfriend, 
Seamus, who drove a Morris Minor. She loved 
him dearly but would not marry him for she 
would have been expected to look after his 
old family home, which was nearby, and not 
her own business. When Seamus died Eleanor 
came to live permanently with our family. 

Eleanor was full of life, every morning doing 
her keep-fit stretches. I remember her as 
always being optimistic and in good spirits. 
She refused to retire, working actively in the 
shop until she reached her late eighties.

When I began to write, my aunt Eleanor 
encouraged me to keep going and not give up 
and, most of important of all, to keep writing 
and telling stories if that was the thing that 
made me happy.

MARITA  
CONLON-MCKENNA

 
maritaconlonmckenna.com 
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My mother’s full name at birth was Anne 
Bernadette Drum. Later she was called Nancy. 
And she is my hero because she always believed 
in my ability to achieve whatever was my 
heart’s desire. 

When I was ready for secondary school, I sat 
my 11+ exam to see if I could get into a very 
exclusive girls’ free grammar school because 
my mother felt I was smart and wanted the 
very best for me. But despite the rigorous 
studying, I didn’t get in – I was ill on the day 
and maybe not quite as clever as she thought, 
but as I didn’t pass the exam there was no 
do-over so that was that. My mother and I 
agreed that perhaps it wouldn’t have been the 
best place for me in any case, as it really was 
an Oxbridge hot-house, so we accepted this as 
something for the best. 

However, as I didn’t achieve my first choice, 
I was then allocated another school by the 
council which was my no-choice, a struggling 
comprehensive with poor results and a very 
shady reputation. My mum was horrified and 
refused to buy the uniform or send me there. 
Instead she appealed to my second choice, the 
convent school located about an hour from 
where we lived, asking them to please give 
me an interview and look at my writing. They 
wouldn’t; they were full. End of. 

But Nancy didn’t give up. She spent the entire 
summer calling and writing letters. Everyone 
in the convent’s office seemed irritated by 
her, and I started to get embarrassed, but 
eventually, three days before the summer 
ended and term began, Sister John, the head 
teacher, agreed to meet with me, though she 
made it clear there was ‘a waiting list and no 

space’. I washed my hair (in those days a sort 
of miracle), put on my best dress and took 
two buses with Nancy into Hackney to meet 
Sister John, an intimidating woman with a 
reputation for being tough on students, staff 
and parents. I was interviewed and terrified by 
Sister John, who didn’t speak very much but 
finally told me she’d add me to their waiting 
list. I went out to tell Nancy, who was waiting 
by the door, but before I could close it, she 
slipped in unannounced to Sister John’s office, 
shooing me into the corridor. 

 I waited.  And I waited. 

And I waited. 

At last the door opened and my mother 
appeared with this stoic look on her face. ‘You 
have a place,’ she said. She sounded satisfied 
but not overly grateful – she had argued for 
what she thought I needed and got it because 
that’s what she always did: fought for what 
was right and only following the rules if they 
served her or those she loved.  

Nancy isn’t a woman who has won a Nobel 
prize, or even a decent raffle, as far as I’m 
aware, but she is fierce and she is loving, and 
she is the reason I got a great education and 
became a writer and the reason I now continue 
to believe anything is possible, for me and for 
my daughter.

My mum is my best friend – the one I call first 
with good news and the one I call in my grief. 

Behind every bold girl is an even bolder one. 

is a multi-award-winning author of many books 
for young people, including the verse novels The 
Weight of Water, One and Moonrise. Sarah worked 
as an English teacher until she became a full-time 
writer.

SARAH CROSSAN

 
sarahcrossan.com

 
@SarahCrossan

 
Sarah Crossan

 
sarahcrossanwriter
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AARON BECKER
JOURNEY
WALKER BOOKS 2014 (PBK) 40pp £7.99 ISBN 9781406355345

The opening to Becker’s award-winning wordless trilogy, Journey, sees 
an ordinary girl flee from boredom and loneliness by drawing a magic 
door and entering a fantastical world filled with marvels, adventure and 
danger. Armed with only her magical crayon, our plucky heroine uses her 
imagination, quick-wittedness and determination to traverse unknown lands, 
rescue a magnificent bird and thwart an army of captors. Her daring acts 
and ingenious escapes play out against a backdrop of dazzling landscapes, 
stunning skyscapes and beautifully elaborate architectural designs. Readers 
young and old will be swept away and spurred on fantastic journeys of their 
own. [ED]

READ ALSO: Quest; Return

MEL ELLIOTT
PEARL POWER AND THE TOY PROBLEM
I LOVE MEL 2015 (PBK) 40pp £7.99 ISBN 9780992854485

TV ads branding toys specifically for girls or boys annoy Pearl and Sebastian. 
A letter to the woman who controls the advertisements results in her 
agreement that there should be no rules about who plays with what toys. This 
quirky tale shows children that they too might influence adults into making 
good decisions. Clear cut-out illustrations will allow young readers to identify 
with the feisty protagonists and encourage them to take a stand against 
unreasonable circumstances when they need to do so. [VC]

READ ALSO: Pearl Power; Pearl Power and the Girl with Two Dads

IAN FALCONER
OLIVIA THE SPY
SIMON & SCHUSTER APRIL 2018 (PBK) 40pp £7.99 ISBN 9781471164231

Olivia the Pig returns in a witty adventure about the perils of spying. 
Having overheard her mother’s complaints about her recent domestic 
disasters, Olivia decides eavesdropping will help her get to the bottom of 
these seemingly baseless criticisms. Larger-than-life Olivia soon masters 
the art of concealing herself, but fails to get the full picture from half-
heard conversations. Falconer’s use of font sizes cleverly demonstrates 
fear, excitement and outrage, while his signature minimalist illustrations 
introduce new palettes and patterns to support Olivia’s espionage. This 
enjoyable sequel delivers a clear and timely message: that half-truths are 
dangerous, but strong girls can thrive in crisis and will succeed.  
[OL]

READ ALSO: Olivia Forms a Band; Olivia and the Missing Toy

2-4
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MICHAEL FOREMAN
NEWSPAPER BOY AND ORIGAMI GIRL
ANDERSEN PRESS 2013 (PBK) 32pp £5.99 ISBN 9781849395199 

Joey the newspaper boy is a Little Match Girl character, street-selling for 
small profit and sleeping in the cold. When bullies steal his money, his 
papers transform into Origami Girl, who flies with newspaper wings over 
the city, taking Joey with her. Together they bag the mastermind Fat Crook, 
but only Joey makes the headlines next day. Origami Girl, bold but modest, 
disappears into Joey’s bag to await their next adventure. Cityscapes and river 
scenes come to life in a palette of soft watercolours outlined in pencil, with 
enough people, backstreet crimes and paparazzi moments to keep any child 
reader intrigued. [CAC] 

READ ALSO: The Little Bookshop and the Origami Army

CORNELIA FUNKE illustrated by KASIA MATYJASZEK
MOLLY ROGERS, PIRATE GIRL
PICTURE SQUIRRELS 2017 (PBK) 32pp £6.99 ISBN 9781781126929 

Molly’s story is far from your average pirate caper, despite opening with 
Captain Firebeard and his men aboard the Horrible Haddock. Taken hostage 
by these fearsome foes, Molly seems destined to scrub the deck and peel 
potatoes forever. However, the fire in her belly and the wrath of her mother 
see her right! By the end, it is Firebeard and Friends at the behest of Molly’s 
motley crew, which includes pirates of all shapes, sizes and abilities. A great 
story for everyone, with offbeat illustrations and a cracking colour-scheme, 
this shows exactly what the boldest of girls can do. [GE] 

READ ALSO: Pirate Baby by Mary Hoffman and Ros Asquith

CYNTHIA LEONOR GARZA illustrated by ALYSSA BERMUDEZ
LUCÍA THE LUCHADORA
POW! 2017 (HBK) 32pp $16.99 ISBN 9781576878279

No one could do a leap from the top of the monkey bars like Lucía, but it is 
only when she dons the cape and mask of a luchadora (traditional wrestler) 
that all the boys who dismissed her as a sugar-and-spice babe take notice. 
Wearing her mask she can become anything she dreams of, but then Lucía 
finds that she doesn’t need it after all to be her real, brave self. Colourful 
artwork reflects the Mexican vibe in a lively tale of empowerment. [VC]

READ ALSO: The Princess and the Giant by Caryl Hart and Sarah Warburton

2-4
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SOPHY HENN 
EDIE
PUFFIN 2017 (PBK) 32pp £6.99 ISBN 9780141365015 

In Henn’s book, the reader follows the precocious and very creative Edie as 
she ‘helps’ her friends and family. While the words tell one point of view – 
how ‘helpful’ Edie is – the pictures show another – that Edie doesn’t always 
get things quite right. Among other things, Edie likes to ‘jazz up the dog’ and 
‘help’ style Grandpa’s hair. Parents and children will both giggle over Edie’s 
innocent mistakes because her heart is in the right place. [MAS]

READ ALSO: Edie Is Ever So Helpful

EMILY HUGHES
WILD
FLYING EYE BOOKS 2013 (HBK) 32pp £11.99 ISBN 9781909263086

A girl lives in the woods among an assortment of benevolent wildlife. She’s 
utterly happy until she meets a very different kind of animal who decides to 
bring her back to ‘civilisation’. At the hand of well-meaning but strikingly 
narrow-minded humans, the girl crumples under the pressure and rules of 
‘polite society’ … until she decides ‘enough is enough’. Wild is an explosive 
read with each page a riot of colour and movement and feelings. Powered 
by the girl’s raw energy and spirit, the story gallops along with a remarkable 
economy of words. This is one to spark endless conversations around 
questions of freedom, norms, individuality and compromise. [JS]

READ ALSO: Foothpath Flowers by JonArno Lawson and Sydney Smith

YASMEEN ISMAIL
I’M A GIRL!
BLOOMSBURY CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 32pp £6.99 ISBN 9781408857007

I’m A Girl! is the story of a fast, loud, messy, strong and spontaneous girl 
who is constantly mistaken for a boy because of how she behaves and how 
she dresses. She’s supposed to be sugar and spice, but she doesn’t want to be 
quiet and nice all the time: she wants to win races, learn all about boats and 
play loud music. I’m A Girl! celebrates girls who do their own thing and don’t 
feel pigeon-holed by gender stereotypes. [LB]

READ ALSO: Nothing!

2-4
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SIMON JAMES
NURSE CLEMENTINE
WALKER BOOKS 2014 (PBK) 32pp £7.99 ISBN 9781406352511

Clementine is delighted to receive a nurse’s outfit and first-aid kit for her 
birthday. Now there’s nothing she’d like more than to find some willing 
patients to practise her nursing skills on, her speciality being bandaging. 
Although her rambunctious daredevil brother crashes around the house, 
he repeatedly resists her attempts to tend to his bumps and bruises. This 
quietly humorous story is illustrated in ink and watercolour, with a charming 
subdued colour palette. It turns out Clementine is practical, firm and calm 
in a crisis – brilliant attributes for a future nurse! [VL]

READ ALSO: Dear Greenpeace; Sally and the Limpet

PIP JONES illustrated by SARA OGILVIE 
IZZY GIZMO
SIMON & SCHUSTER 2017 (PBK) 32pp £6.99 ISBN 9780857075130

This is a book about never giving up and is for every girl who wants to be an 
inventor, or possibly a veterinarian. Izzy puts all her inventiveness, creativity 
and ingenuity into practice to help an unfortunate injured crow to fly again. 
Izzy teaches us all that making mistakes, but continuing to persist, is the key 
to success in all our daily activities. At the end we are left to ponder how she 
will help other needy characters coming her way. [MO’R] 

READ ALSO: Is Breá le Lúlú an Leabharlann le Áine Nic Cuinn agus  
Rosalind Beardshaw

SUZY LEE
LINES
CHRONICLE BOOKS 2017 (HBK) 40pp £12.99 ISBN 9781452156651 

The message from this wordless and sophisticated book is that everything 
starts with a line on a page. Lee takes a line for a walk or, in this case, a 
skate. Marks in the ice made by a girl skater become increasingly complex. 
Lee challenges our suspension of disbelief as we see the rough edge of her 
page, her pencil and rubber, and her frustration in torn, crumpled paper. 
Readers can decide what the lines mean – ribbons, quavers, mathematical 
symbols, whirlpools. Black pencil with touches of red, green and yellow 
leaves plenty of space for the imagination to fill. [CAC]

READ ALSO: Wave; Mirror

2-4
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STEVEN LENTON
PRINCESS DAISY AND THE DRAGON AND THE 
NINCOMPOOP KNIGHTS
NOSY CROW 2015 (PBK) 32pp £6.99 ISBN 9780857632883

Although this is a story told in traditional rhyme, it is not your traditional 
fairy tale. There is a problem plaguing the castle in the form of a dragon. 
When Princess Daisy bravely volunteers to help she is told by her father to let 
the knights take care of the dangerous jobs. Challenging the usual fairy-tale 
format, Princess Daisy will delight readers with her clever solution to an 
age-old problem – just as her nincompoop knights provide quite a few comic 
moments. The colourful, action-packed illustrations add the final touch to 
this delightful story. [TF] 

READ ALSO: The Worst Princess by Anna Kemp

BIRGITTA SIF
FRANCES DEAN WHO LOVED TO DANCE AND DANCE
WALKER BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 32pp £6.99 ISBN 9781406360790

Frances Dean is a girl who loves to dance – she loves to dance so much that 
it is all she thinks of. Unfortunately, she is unable to perform in front of 
anyone besides the birds. This overwhelming shyness seems to be the end of 
her dancing … Until the day Frances Dean meets someone else who gives her 
the inspiration to dance again. This is a beautifully illustrated story that uses 
a sophisticated colour palette and lovely, expressive characters to convey the 
message of friendship, courage and the infectious power of joy. [TF] 

READ ALSO: Flora and the Flamingo by Molly Idle

MARK SPERRING illustrated by CLAIRE POWELL
PRINCESS SCALLYWAG AND THE BRAVE, BRAVE KNIGHT
HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 32pp £6.99 ISBN 9780008212728 

A queen wakes up to find a dragon threatening to burn down the entire 
kingdom. Luckily the clever, no-nonsense queen decides to entice the 
kingdom’s bravest knight to get rid of it by allowing him to marry Princess 
Scallywag. A superb twist reveals the clever bluff the queen and princess 
have created to keep their kingdom safe and exposes both characters as 
strong, intelligent and brave women. Powell’s illustrations are wonderfully 
vibrant and the facial expressions of all the characters (dragon included) 
are absolutely comical. It is a fantastic book that emphasises the strength, 
courage and intellect of a mother–daughter team. Highly recommended! [KL] 

READ ALSO: The Paper Bag Princess by Robert Munsch and Michael 
Martchenko

2-4
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TRICIA SPRINGSTUBB illustrated by JEFF NEWMAN
PHOEBE & DIGGER
CANDLEWICK PRESS 2013 (HBK) 32pp £11.99 ISBN 9780763652814

When a new baby arrives in the family, Phoebe gets a new digger. And when 
they go to the park, Phoebe & Digger have real dirt to play with and have 
all sorts of adventures. But when a Big Girl takes Digger, can Phoebe get 
Digger back? This picturebook, centred around a family of colour, shucks 
gender stereotypes with Phoebe’s love for Digger. It also shows a strong 
mother–daughter relationship that has survived the arrival of a new sibling. 
Newman’s bright, clear illustrations complement the sparse text and will 
appeal to younger readers. [HC] 

READ ALSO: Rosa Draws by Jordan Wray

JOEL STEWART
TINY DINOSAURS
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 2017 (PBK) 32pp £6.99 ISBN 9780192744548 

A gorgeous story about friendship, nestled in a narrative that challenges 
stereotyping. Daisy knows about dinosaurs and she is convinced that some 
may still exist. Followed by faithful Rex, she searches everywhere. And finds 
some. To Rex’s dismay she needs him less. Illustrated in a playful, deceptively 
simple, well-executed style, there is nice attention to detail in Daisy’s clothes, 
toys and books. The colours are vibrant: Daisy’s deep scarlet tights and 
yellow shoes suit her bold, intrepid personality. Children will identify with 
Daisy through an effective mix of double spreads and small cameos, some of 
which are comic. [MR] 

READ ALSO: This Zoo is Not for You by Ross Collins

MO WILLEMS
NANETTE’S BAGUETTE
WALKER BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 40pp £6.99 ISBN 9781406376210

Today is the day Nanette gets to get the baguette! Is she set? You bet! From 
the award-winning creator of the Pigeon series comes this charming story 
about a little girl sent by her mum on her first solo trip to the bakery. Mo 
Willems’s illustrations are as vibrant as his words in a joyous tale about the 
temptations of fresh white bread. Turns out Nanette doesn’t get the baguette 
because it’s just too damn tasty. But that’s OK, because Mum’s guilty of 
shamelessly scoffing freshly baked baguette too. A sparky celebration of bold 
girls everywhere. [CO’C] 

READ ALSO: Knuffle Bunny; Knuffle Bunny Too; Knuffle Bunny Free

2-4
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JEAN WILLIS illustrated by BRIONY MAY SMITH

STARDUST
NOSY CROW 2017 (HBK) 32pp £11.99 ISBN 9781788000680

Big sister outshines her younger sibling in so many ways. Then Grandad 
explains that the world began with the first star and so we are all made 
of stardust. His depiction of the beginning of creation in all its mystery is 
strikingly captured in a series of double-page spreads, contrasting delightfully 
with grounded images of the family’s activities. And little sister realises that 
she too can and does shine in her own particular way, just like we all can. 
A warm-hearted story with an affirming theme. [VC]

READ ALSO: Here We Are by Oliver Jeffers

KAY WOODWARD illustrated by JO DE RUITER
SLEEPING HANDSOME AND THE PRINCESS ENGINEER
CURIOUS FOX 2015 (PBK) 24pp £6.99 ISBN 9781782023128

This modern version of Perrault’s famous fairy tale updates the story in a 
novel way. Interesting cool-dude hipster characters replace the godmothers 
and the wicked witch, swords replace spindles, the handsome prince 
falls under the sleeping spell and the kiss is delivered by a heroine with 
a tunnelling machine who sensibly declines the traditional on-the-spot 
marriage proposal. Charming illustrations accompany the text in this story 
from the Fairy Tales Today series. [MO’R]

READ ALSO: The Princess Knight by Cornelia Funke and Kerstin Meyer

BETHAN WOOLLVIN
LITTLE RED
TWO HOOTS 2017 (PBK) 32pp £6.99 ISBN 9781447291404

Little Red (yes, that one!) dutifully takes a cake to her sick relative but on 
arrival, unlike her more gullible namesake, she knows that is not granny 
in the bed. She takes matters into her own hands in a most decisive and 
satisfying matter. Little Red is no naïve little girl who might be fooled by a 
wolf or rescued by a man. This beautifully paced and wryly funny retelling of 
the traditional tale will cause many to smile and more to cheer. Illustrations 
are in a muted palette through which Little Red blazes a trail in more ways 
than one. [IB] 

READ ALSO: Rapunzel; Hansel & Gretel

2-4
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Far From the Tree Robin Benway 
8th February | 9781471164330 | £7.99

When 16 year old Grace gives her baby up for adoption, she decides that the time has 

her to two half-siblings she never knew existed. When Grace, Maya and Joaquin come 

threaten to explode…
Winner of the US National Book Awards 2017 for Young People’s Literature, this is a 
raw, compelling and uplifting story of what it means to be a family.

The Wicked Deep Shea Ernshaw 
8th March | 9781471166136 | £7.99

Centuries ago, the small, isolated town of Sparrow drowned the Swan sisters for 
witchery. Each summer since, the sisters have returned from the depths, stealing the 

bodies of three weak-hearted girls so that they may seek their revenge, luring boys 
into the harbour and pulling them down to their watery deaths.

 Like most locals, Penny Talbot has accepted the fate of the town. But this year, on the 
eve of the sisters’ return, a boy named Bo Carter arrives; unaware of the danger he has 

just stumbled into or the fact that his arrival will change everything…

I Have Lost My Way Gayle Forman 
5th April | 9781471173721 | £7.99

Around the time Freya loses her voice while recording her debut album, Harun is 

family tragedy leaves him isolated. After colliding in Central Park, they begin to reveal 

to who they’re supposed to be.

about the power of friendship and being true to who you are.

I Stop Somewhere T. E. Carter 
19th April | 9781471167782 | £7.99

Ellie loves Caleb, but sometimes she’s not sure she likes him that much – his awkward 
smile, the possessive way he touches her, his harsh tone, how he ignores her one 

minute and can’t get enough the next. And then, on one black night, Ellie discovers the 
monster her boyfriend really is.

Now, trapped, she witnesses him shatter the lives of other girls. Powerless and alone, 
Ellie tries to keep hold of happier memories, always waiting – hoping – that someone 
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has been writing since 1999 and has written 
twenty-five books for children and adults. Her 
children’s books include the Alice series, the Eva 
series, Friends Forever and, most recently, Stand 
By Me.

As a child I dreamed of becoming an author. I 
was the girl who hid away at birthday parties, 
reading the host’s story-books. At home, 
when I ran out of Enid Blyton books to read, 
I wrote my own stories, heavily influenced 
by my idol. I ignored her sexism as I imitated 
her style, which was old-fashioned, even 
then. (My early works were populated by girls 
whose unfamiliar English names I couldn’t 
even pronounce correctly.) 

In fourth class in primary school, a teacher 
encouraged us to keep a daily diary. This 
was a habit I kept up for many years. (The 
childhood diaries are a source of inspiration 
for my books – and a great source of mirth 
for my offspring!) As a teenager, though, I 
felt that a desire to become an author was a 
form of conceit. I feared that if I expressed 
this desire, I would be seen as someone who 
was looking for attention. (Nice girls didn’t 
do showing-off.) Without having tried, I 
convinced myself that I wasn’t good enough 
to be a writer – and writing wasn’t a real job 
anyway, was it? 

I trained as a teacher and, for many years, 
teaching and raising my family occupied my 
time. I continued to read, but it seemed that 
the child who dreamed of being an author had 
vanished forever. 

I can no longer remember what it was that 
spurred me to write my first novel when I 
was in my thirties. Even then, I had penned 
two full novels for adults before I told my 
closest friends of my ambitions. Over the 
following two years, my novels were rejected 
multiple times. Both were shelved for a 
year until a series of fortunate events led 

to the publication of one. I had three Irish 
bestsellers under my belt before I could 
answer the question ‘What do you work at?’ 
by saying I was an author.

After my third book for adults had been 
published, I took what was supposed to be 
a brief foray into the world of writing for 
children. I wrote Alice Next Door, intending it 
to be a standalone. In the end, though, Alice 
became one in a series of eight books. This 
was followed by many more children’s books, 
the twenty-second of which was published in 
2017.

I’ve been very fortunate in my career and 
have had great support from publishers and 
booksellers in Ireland. I have no regrets, but 
sometimes I wonder how I managed to spend 
so much of my life not doing the thing I love 
the most! 

JUDI CURTIN

 
judicurtin.com

 
@judi_curtin
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is an award-winning novelist and picturebook 
creator who’s been making books since 1988. Her 
picturebooks include The Sleeping Giant, Izzy and 
Skunk, There and Owl Bat Bat Owl. Her novels 
include Dark Warning and Hagwitch.

I was a slow reader. I couldn’t learn the ABC 
and my progress through the Peter and Jane 
readers was painful. I dreaded when my turn 
came to read and stuttered and stumbled 
trying to make out those little black marks. 
My teacher thought I was lazy but even when 
I learnt the letters they stayed stubbornly 
separate; they would not form words inside 
my head. I remember the pain of frowning 
and frowning at my allotted sentence as 
the whole class – fifty kids – waited. Once I 
thought I recognised something.

 ‘Peter saw, ’ I said triumphantly.

I was sent straight to the corner to face the 
wall. 

Not ‘saw’, bold girl! ‘Was’.

Towards the end of the school year I’d 
turned seven and was still making no 
progress. One day, Miss Farrelly held up a 
book. It was thick, like a novel. It was dark 
blue. There was a wizard on the cover. A 
wizard! ‘This,’ Miss Farrelly said, ‘is a book 
for advanced readers. Those of you who find 
Peter and Jane too easy may buy it. If your 
parents wish you to have it they should send 
in three shillings and sixpence tomorrow.’

I wanted that book. I wanted it badly. I went 
home and told my mother there was a book 
to buy and I needed 3/6.

‘But you can’t read,’ Mam said.

‘Please, please,’ I said. ‘I’ll read it, I promise.’

‘If you don’t read it, it will be a waste of 
money,’ Mam said.

Now, my parents were book people. They 
saw books as necessities, like food and shoes, 

but Mam hated waste and buying an English 
reader for me when I didn’t read didn’t make 
much sense to her. It took persuading and 
promises but the next day I marched up to 
Miss Farrelly, coins in hand.

‘This book is for advanced readers,’ she 
snapped. ‘You can’t even read.’

‘Mammy said I was to get it,’ I said.

Miss Farrelly rolled her eyes and tut-tutted 
but she handed over the book.

At home that afternoon I pulled the precious 
thing from my schoolbag and opened it. 
The letters sat there, black and unyielding. 
My joy turned to horror. Mammy would 
kill me! Mrs Farrelly would say she told me 
so. I looked at the first page. There was a 
lovely illustration of a dog and a fisherman. 
I was full of terror but also full of longing. I 
wanted in, wanted into the story…

Sandy, the Sailor Dog, said the title. A half 
hour later I realised I was three stories into 
the book. I was reading, reading f luently, 
gobbling words, turning pages. Something 
magical had happened; some switch inside 
my head had f lipped. I was a reader.

MARIE-LOUISE 
FITZPATRICK

 
marielouisefitzpatrick.com

 
@Marielouisefit1

 
marielouisefitzpatrick
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5-8
LAUREN ACE illustrated by JENNY LOVELIE 
THE GIRLS
CATERPILLAR BOOKS JULY 2018 (HBK) 32pp £11.99 ISBN 9781848577190 

Four very different characters, Lottie, Sasha, Alice and Leela, exemplify 
healthy and supportive relationships as they grow from childhood through 
adolescence into adulthood. They model what true friendship really is: non-
competitive, non-judgemental, warm and empathetic. This is an important 
message for all young girls to hear – we do not have to extinguish anyone 
else’s light in order to make our own glow brighter. The attention to detail in 
the illustrations helps us to differentiate the characters as they mature. The 
artwork is clean and deliberately and carefully composed, with a bright but 
never garish palette. [MR] 

READ ALSO: Bink & Gollie by Kate DiCamillo and Alison McGhee

ATINUKE illustrated by LAUREN TOBIA
YOU’RE AMAZING, ANNA HIBISCUS! 
WALKER BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 96pp £5.99 ISBN 9781406349139

Anna Hibiscus and her extended family live together in a big house in 
Africa. Coping with troublesome younger brothers, the death of her beloved 
grandfather and a falling-out with her best friend, Anna learns important 
lessons about life: that stories are powerful and healing, that you should 
always try to right the wrongs you do and, no matter what happens in life, 
you can still be happy. The rhythm of the writing echoes the oral tradition 
of Africa and lively illustrations bring the strong cast of characters to life. A 
beautiful portrait of a child facing and overcoming grief, Anna Hibiscus is 
indeed amazing. [AG] 

READ ALSO: Hooray for Anna Hibiscus!; Chicken in the Kitchen by Nnedi 
Okorafor and Mehrdokht Amini

LESLEY BARNES
JILL & DRAGON
TATE PUBLISHING 2015 (HBK) 32pp £11.99 ISBN 9781849763400

Jill is a no-nonsense, bright young girl who is concerned that not all the 
characters in the book she’s reading are living ‘happily ever after’ – not the 
much-maligned dragon, whom she invites out of the story. Hoping to make 
him smile, she introduces him to fun activities, such as playing the trumpet. 
But it’s only when she gets to know him and what he likes that she hits the 
jackpot. Jill’s problem-solving skills and ‘can do’ attitude make her a great 
role model for bold girls everywhere. Beautifully illustrated and produced, 
this book would make an ideal present. [RdeB] 

READ ALSO: The Cherry Pie Princess by Vivian French and Marta Kissi
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MAC BARNETT illustrated by JON KLASSEN
EXTRA YARN
WALKER BOOKS 2014 (PBK) 40pp £6.99 ISBN 9781406352481

Annabelle finds a box of yarn in the street and knits herself a jumper. When 
she’s done, there’s extra yarn. So she starts knitting jumpers for everyone else 
in her cold little town, until it’s been transformed into a rainbow of colour. 
But still there’s extra yarn! Throughout this magical book, Mac Barnett’s 
sharp, witty prose is perfectly complemented by Jon Klassen’s beautifully 
stark illustrations, and the personalities of the town’s inhabitants simply 
jump off the page. A gorgeous read with an important message at its heart 
for every little girl (and boy) out there: be true to yourself and anything is 
possible. [CO’C] 

READ ALSO: The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds; The Most Magnificent Thing by 
Ashley Spires

KATE BEATON 
THE PRINCESS AND THE PONY
WALKER BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 40pp £6.99 ISBN 9781406365382

Beaton, with her background in comics, has a hilarious, fresh style. Her 
superhero warriors (many of whom are women) are wonderful, her colours 
are quirky and her pacing is perfect. This is the tale of Princess Pinecone 
who longs for a pony instead of yet another fluffy jumper for her birthday. 
Soon her parents cop on and present Pinecone with a not-quite-right pony 
on her big day. This small, round warrior turns out to be just the one to help 
Princess Pinecone win an important battle, but in a way you couldn’t possibly 
expect! [MAS]

READ ALSO: Isadora Moon Gets into Trouble and Isadora Moon Goes Camping by 
Harriet Muncaster

ANDREA BEATY illustrated by DAVID ROBERTS
ROSIE REVERE, ENGINEER 
ABRAMS BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 2014 (HBK) 32pp £13.99 ISBN 9781419708459

Rosie Revere is a young inventor, always coming up with ingenious solutions 
for life’s challenges, but she’s too shy to show them to anyone. A visit from 
her great-great-aunt Rose, who reveals that her greatest wish is to fly, inspires 
Rosie to invent a flying machine to help Aunt Rose achieve her ambition. 
Rosie learns that failures are a necessary part of the inventing process and 
help to get to the next stage and eventually on to success. This is a book 
that will encourage conversations around perfection and expectation, with 
delightfully detailed illustrations. [LO’H]

READ ALSO: Rosie Revere’s Big Project Book for Bold Engineers; Ada Twist, Scientist

5-8
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MALORIE BLACKMAN illustrated by JAMIE SMITH
BETSEY BIGGALOW IS HERE!
RED FOX 2014 (PBK) 64pp £6.99 ISBN 9781782951858 

In this charming collection of four stories, the protagonist, Betsey Biggalow, 
encounters everyday problems that all children experience, and these stories 
show children how to overcome them. Each story has a kind of modern 
moral to it, teaching children through Betsey’s actions and decisions with the 
help and advice of her Gran’ma Liz. The underlying message of the books 
is how to treat people with respect and kindness (especially your family and 
friends). Betsey comes from a family of dominant female characters, with 
her wise grandmother and her hardworking mother. This book is a lovely 
collection of stories highlighting the importance of family. [KL] 

READ ALSO: Betsy Biggalow, the Detective

SHIRIN YIM BRIDGES illustrated by SOPHIE BLACKALL
RUBY’S WISH
CHRONICLE BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 36pp £5.99 ISBN 9781452145693 

Ruby is a young Chinese girl who loves the colour red. Unlike most of her 
female cousins and friends, Ruby has no aspirations to get married. She 
would much rather attend university when she grows up, just like all the boys 
in her family. But in turn-of-the-century China, this is an unlikely dream 
for a girl. This beautifully illustrated picturebook tells the story of how one 
determined little girl strives to be the best, and how a loving grandfather 
ensures her hard work and courage are rewarded. Based on the true, 
inspiring story of the author’s own grandmother. [JF] 

READ ALSO: The Bookshop Girl by Sylvia Bishop and Ashley King

EOIN COLFER illustrated by MATT ROBERTSON
ANNA LIZA AND THE HAPPY PRACTICE
LITTLE GEMS 2016 (PBK) 104pp £6.99 ISBN 9781781125595

Anna Liza loves to cheer people up in the waiting room before their sessions 
with her psychiatrist mum. But seven-year-old Edward is a difficult case. Not 
even Anna Liza’s jokes can defeat the sadness that he shares with his dad, 
who feels his life is going nowhere. Anna Liza’s kind heart, persistence in the 
face of parental exasperation and practical solution that involves a bicycle 
horn and a pair of roller skates will delight young readers. This deceptively 
simple, perfectly pitched story is full of heart and hilarity and complemented 
beautifully by warm pastel illustrations. [DT] 

READ ALSO: Mary’s Hair by Eoin Colfer and Richard Watson

5-8
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MICHAELA and ELAINE DEPRINCE illustrated by ELLA OKSTAD  
BALLERINA DREAMS
FABER & FABER 2017 (PBK) 80pp £6.99 ISBN 9780571329731

Orphaned in war-torn Sierra Leone in western Africa, Michaela finds solace 
in her friendship with Mia and her treasured picture of a famous ballerina. 
The young friends are adopted by Elaine DePrince and move to the US. 
Michaela’s new mother, Elaine, encourages and supports her dreams of 
becoming a dancer. With beautiful illustrations, which highlight Michaela’s 
sheer joy and dedication to dance, Ballerina Dreams is a true, inspirational 
story, championing the rights of black dancers and girls in general, and 
touching on themes of difference, including Michaela’s skin condition, 
vitiligo. An uplifting story! [SQ] 

READ ALSO: Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman and Caroline Binch

KELLY Di PUCCHIO illustrated by CHRISTIAN ROBINSON
ANTOINETTE
SIMON & SCHUSTER 2017 (HBK) 40pp $17.99 ISBN 9781481457835

Mrs Bulldog loves all of her ‘ridiculously cute’ pups: Rocky is clever, Ricky 
is fast, Bruno is strong and Antoinette is … ? Well, even Antoinette isn’t so 
sure what makes her special. One day on a playdate in the park her puppy pal 
Ooh-La-La goes missing. Efforts by Antoinette’s brothers to locate Ooh-La-La 
come to naught, and it’s up to Antoinette to find both her doggy friend and 
her special talent. A beautiful book from the creators of Gaston (who makes 
an appearance), this story has an ending that will make even the most cynical 
adult say ‘Ooh-La-La!’ [AN]

READ ALSO: On the Road with Mavis and Marge by Niamh Sharkey

PATRICIA FORDE maisithe ag JOELLE DREIDEMY
LÍSÍN: NÍ BANPHRIONSA MÉ!
FUTA FATA 2013 (BOG) 48lch €7.95 ISBN 9781906907846

Foghlaí mara óg ag iarraidh a bheith dílis dá dúchas féin agus í i ‘Scoil 
na bPáistí Deasa’ is ea Lísín, príomhphearsa an scéil. Banlaoch is ea í a 
thugann aghaidh ar dhúshlán pearsanta agus a tharrthálann a comhdhaltaí 
go cróga roimh dheireadh an scéil. Ceiliúradh ar dhúchas an duine agus ar 
éagsúlacht sa tsochaí atá le brath tríd. Téann Lísín i ngleic le steiréitíopaí 
inscne agus aoise ar bhealach greannmhar, croíúil. Tá an greann sin ar 
cheann de phríomhbhuanna an leabhair. Bua suntasach eile atá sa leabhar 
is ea cumhachtú cailíní óga. Bhainfeadh idir thuismitheoirí agus pháistí 
taitneamh as. [LNíC] 

LEIGH FRESIN: Lísín: Seachain an Dineasár!

5-8
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5-8
SHANNON HALE & DEAN HALE illustrated by LEUYEN PHAM
THE PRINCESS IN BLACK
WALKER BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 96pp £6.99 ISBN 9780763678883

Princess Magnolia might seem like your average, ordinary princess, but 
having a kingdom beside Monster Land comes with certain responsibilities, 
especially when the monster alarm won’t stop ringing … The Princess in 
Black is a fabulous take on the princess trope, switching up roles to allow 
Magnolia battle monsters as a mysterious black-clad ninja while keeping 
up appearances at home. Readers will love the miraculous transformation 
of Magnolia into the Princess in Black, the dynamic illustrations and the 
tension as she tries to keep her hidden identity secret! Particularly suitable 
for newly independent readers. [LG]

READ ALSO: The Princess in Black and the Mysterious Playdate

MEGAN MCDONALD illustrated by PETER H. REYNOLDS
JUDY MOODY AND THE BUCKET LIST 
WALKER BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 176pp £5.99 ISBN 9781406370478

Bright, bubbly Judy Moody is on a mission: a mission to write and complete 
her bucket list before she starts the fourth grade. Inspired by her Grandma 
Lou’s own list and explanation, resourceful Judy sets out to experience and 
learn more than she ever has before. Young readers are sure to identify with 
Judy’s big plans to see the world, come up with her own inventions and learn 
lots of new skills. Judy’s fun, creative character is beautifully captured in the 
illustrations that feature throughout the story. Read and see if Judy manages 
to tick everything off her list! [AK] 

READ ALSO: Judy Moody’s Mini-Mysteries and Other Sneaky Stuff for Super-Sleuths

BRIGITTE MINNE illustrated by CARLL CNEUT  
translated by LAURA WATKINSON
WITCHFAIRY
BOOK ISLAND 2017 (HBK) 32pp £12.99 ISBN 9781911496076 

Cneutt’s artwork for Minne’s story expertly depicts the pressures on 
Rosemary as she struggles to conform to her mother’s expectations. A rebel, 
Rosemary envisages a different life for herself. In the process, the normal 
run of events is overturned. Instead of a ‘naughty girl is tamed’ trope, her 
mother actually learns most. Cneutt’s illustration is clever. The palette 
evolves from bright into dark and back towards some light. Depicted all 
in pink, Rosemary is at odds with the deeper, darker shades of the world. 
But Rosemary retains her individuality even as she finds her new identity. 
Watkinson’s translation is superb. [MR] 

READ ALSO: Maia and What Matters by Tine Mortier and Kaatje Vermeire
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SARA O’LEARY illustrated by JULIE MORSTAD
THIS IS SADIE
TUNDRA BOOKS 2015 (HBK) 32pp $17.99 ISBN 9781770495326

Sadie is a small girl with a big imagination. She crosses wide seas in 
cardboard boats, has adventures in wonderland, chit-chats with birds at the 
tops of trees and spends days with friends who live in the pages of books. 
This is both a refreshing and timeless tale of a raven-haired heroine bravely 
exploring the possibilities of her imagination, becoming whomever she 
chooses as she plots her course through her own real-life story. The gorgeous, 
warm gouache and watercolour illustrations bring Sadie’s world, both real 
and imagined, to life, and one can’t help but dive wholeheartedly into her 
adventures! [AM] 

READ ALSO: There’s a Tiger in the Garden by Lizzie Stewart

LUKE PEARSON

HILDA AND THE TROLL
FLYING EYE BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 40pp £7.99 ISBN 9781909263710

Hilda is a sophisticated little girl who lives in a remote snowy land. She 
fancies herself as an adventurer and, together with her pet deer-fox Twig, 
goes off in search of trolls and other mystical creatures. She gets lost and 
is rescued by the Wood Man. Hilda is precocious yet has an endearing and 
adventurous spirit. She constantly questions everything around her. This 
comic novel has plenty to offer the older reader in this age group, either for 
reading themselves or enjoying the pictures, which are full of detail. The 
paper quality and soft colour palette are very appealing. [JR] 

READ ALSO: Nightlights by Lorena Alvarez

PHILIP REEVE and SARAH MCINTYRE

JINKS & O’HARE FUNFAIR REPAIR
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 2016 (PBK) 224pp £6.99 ISBN 9780192734945

Welcome to Funfair Moon, the lunar theme park that is falling apart faster 
than Jinks and O’Hare can repair it. Therefore it’s up to alien girl Emily 
to find out why it’s happening before the park is closed down by a visiting 
safety inspector. Reeve and McIntyre have created a pleasantly chaotic world 
filled with nooks and crannies and a determined heroine who is practical, 
motivated and curious about the strange universe she lives in. With vivid 
characters, funny dialogue and illustrations to get lost in, this rollercoaster of 
a book is a blast! [CL] 

READ ALSO: Cakes in Space 

5-8
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5-8
LYNN ROBERTS-MALONEY illustrated by DAVID ROBERTS 
SLEEPING BEAUTY: A MID-CENTURY FAIRY TALE
PAVILION CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 32pp £6.99 ISBN 9781843653394

The 1950s aesthetic of the cover sets a great precedent, and the story 
undoubtedly lives up to it. Its illustrations are beautiful, the colours and 
geometric shapes an homage to the book’s mid-century setting. Annabel, 
our sleeping beauty, is fascinated by the future, whilst Zoe, her saviour, is 
intrigued by the past. As such, the story has a wonderful synchronicity. 
However, the message at its heart is ultimately one of sisterhood and the 
power of inquisitive minds. What’s more, there’s not a male character 
in sight! This book is a stylish and forward-thinking alternative to the 
traditional fairytale. [GE] 

READ ALSO: Little Red and the Very Hungry Lion by Alex T. Smith

DEBORAH UNDERWOOD illustrated by MEG HUNT

INTERSTELLAR CINDERELLA
CHRONICLE BOOKS 2015 (HBK) 40pp £10.99 ISBN 9781452125329

This is a science-fiction twist on the traditional tale. The 1950s-style artwork, 
with a rich range of deep browns, blues and reds dominating, lends a retro 
feel to this futuristic version in which Cinderella wants to be a rocket-ship 
mechanic. After mending the prince’s ship she joins him at the Gravity-
Free Ball, leaving at midnight without her socket wrench. When he finds 
Cinderella and her family, the prince asks which of them can fix a rocket. 
Cinderella wins out, of course, but, insisting that she is too young to marry 
the prince, says she will be his chief mechanic instead, thus fulfilling her 
dream. [MG]

READ ALSO: Nelly and the Quest for Captain Peabody by Roland Chambers and 
Ella Okstad
 
KATHERINE WOODFINE illustrated by KATE PANKHURST

ROSE’S DRESS OF DREAMS
LITTLE GEMS APRIL 2018 (PBK) 96pp £6.99 ISBN 9781781127681

In eighteenth-century France, Rose dreams of fashion until a fateful 
encounter with royalty means she must produce the most unique dress she 
has ever imagined. Woodfine and illustrator Pankhurst have created an 
authentic sense of time and place; vivid descriptions of Paris in the 1700s 
are brought to glorious life by dynamic illustrations. Inspired by the true-life 
story of Rose Bertin – the woman credited with creating haute couture – 
Woodfine has written an evocative and inspiring story in which her heroine 
determines to walk her own path, succeeds and changes the history of 
fashion for generations to come. [BL] 

READ ALSO: Happy Birthday, Madam Chapeau by Andrea Beaty and David 
Roberts



27



28

is an award-winning writer from Galway. She 
writes books for children in both Irish and 
English. Her latest book is The Wordsmith, a 
dystopian novel that imagines a world where 
language is restricted to five hundred words.

I grew up amongst women. My parents 
had six daughters and my grandmother 
lived with us. My father also lived with us, a 
benign presence whom we fussed over and 
manipulated shamelessly to get what we 
wanted. Our house was over three hundred 
years old, over three storeys in the middle 
of Galway. On the ground floor was my 
parents’ paint shop and next door the local 
undertaker. It was a house full of laughter, 
and of tears and tantrums; of dieting and 
hairdryers, and make-up and stolen clothes, 
and of books. Always books.

My mother was a reader. She was a wife and 
mother and also worked in the shop alongside 
our father. She was aided and abetted by my 
grandmother, a larger than life woman who 
was a natural storyteller and comedienne. 
Between them they ruled our world. Life was 
an endless gallop of dinners and homework, 
of minding the shop, of washing and ironing, 
of running up and down stairs, and of 
reading. 

It was my mother who taught us to read 
before we went to school. It was my mother 
who told Santy to bring us books as well as 
toys each Christmas. Critically, it was also my 
mother who enrolled us in the local library. 
I spent a lot of time in the library. Some of 
the girls that I met there are still friends 
today. They are the people who answered my 
questions about the world and where I fitted 
in when I was ten years old. They are the 
people I went to when I needed to be uplifted, 
or consoled or inspired. My mother knew 
some of them but had never met many of 
them, yet she trusted all of them. They were 
Pippi Longstocking and Heidi, Joey Maynard 

and Nancy Drew, amongst others. They were 
strong women and warm human beings and I 
was totally in their thrall. 

I read as a child in primary school, as an 
insecure teenager, as a young woman at 
university, as a teacher of small girls, as an 
enthusiastic member of the arts community 
in Galway, as a mother, as a writer. Reading 
has formed me and the people who wrote 
those books inspired me. They still inspire 
me. 

Writing for children is a joy and a 
responsibility. Children have never been 
further away from the influence of adults. 
Everything they need to know is available 
through Google; technology keeps them 
bound to their peer group even in the safety 
of their own homes. 

Girls, in particular, can struggle with the 
way they are portrayed in this very public 
arena. But a lot of them read and listen to the 
disembodied voices of writers. They meet 
friends between the covers of books, just 
like I did, and they are influenced by them. 
Knowing that they are not alone, knowing 
that there are other people out there, other 
girls and women just like them, knowing 
that they are unique and that there is no one 
exactly like them, knowing that girls can do 
everything boys can do and that they can do 
more, knowing that being bold isn’t a bad 
thing – all that knowing they can find in a 
book. 

Even if they don’t have five sisters, a mother 
and a grandmother guiding them through 
life, they can still be amongst women and 
hopefully grow up to be bold girls for a new 
generation.

PATRICIA FORDE
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When I was in primary school I was viewed as 
‘a smart girl’ and that meant I needed to live 
up to certain expectations. I loved reading, 
but my report cards were always littered with 
laments about how I wasn’t reading the right 
sort of books. Never mind that I read at every 
opportunity or that my literacy (often cited 
as the main reason for why it’s important for 
kids to read) was top-notch. My capacity for 
empathy (a much better reason for why read-
ing is important) was magnificent; I didn’t 
like it when the mean girls went for me but I 
could still imagine what life was like inside 
their heads. 

But still. I was not good enough.

I was not good enough because I was reading 
‘girls’ books’, and I was not good enough 
because I was a girl and we live in a world 
where to be a girl means never being good 
enough. Girls tend to read more and do better 
at school exams than boys – which worries 
educators – but still go on to earn far less than 
their male colleagues. We are trained to be 
quiet and docile and obedient, which works 
well in school and suits any workplace that 
never intends to promote women to senior 
level (an alarming number of them).

Of course, we know that we can rebel – but 
we’ll be punished for it, in ways big and small. 
Career advice often tells us to be more confi-
dent and assertive, even though assertiveness 
from women is often read as bossiness or 
pushiness. Glossy magazines tell us to feel 
better about our bodies while also listing all 
the things we need to do to improve them. 

There are endless self-help books about how 
to find a husband – as though the desires of 
anyone else’s heart is something that we can 
control. 

Intellectually I know all this, but it is still very 
easy for me to feel ‘not good enough’ because 
the world constantly reinforces this troubling 
message to girls and women. We must always 
be trying to lose weight or to get fitter or to 
make our homes look beautiful or to pack our 
days with ‘productivity hacks’. We must never 
accept a compliment – it’s arrogant. 

Not everyone thinks this way but enough 
people do to make it difficult to stand up 
for yourself. It’s hard to try to tell girls to 
be confident and brave and awesome when 
the world doesn’t want them to be. It feels 
like a different way of telling them that they 
mightn’t be good enough – if they don’t have 
all the extra energy needed to fight against 
the world’s expectations for them. That’s 
energy they should keep for being awesome.

We don’t just need to change girls (and boys). 
We need to change the world. And that’s why 
I’m honoured to be included in this project 
(even as a part of me whispers ‘you’re still not 
good enough’): collective efforts are what 
really make a difference. 

born in 1986, is the author of twelve books for 
teenagers, most recently Nothing Tastes As Good 
and Like Other Girls. She also works as an editor 
and creative writing facilitator.

CLAIRE HENNESSY

 
clairehennessy.com

 
@chennessybooks

 
chennessybooks
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KELLY BARNHILL
THE GIRL WHO DRANK THE MOON
PICCADILLY PRESS 2017 (PBK) 400pp £6.99 ISBN 9781848126473

A young girl grows up unaware of her magical abilities in a world where 
everything is not as it seems in this engaging and thoughtful feminist 
fairytale for modern readers. The novel’s female characters are bold, brave, 
villainous, kind, mad and magical, and their portrayal as complex, flawed 
people is truly refreshing. Barnhill’s writing is whimsical and eccentric, 
with a depth and poignancy often not often found in children’s books. The 
language is accessible enough to appeal to the recommended audience, yet is 
also sufficiently mature and compelling to set it apart from its competitors.  
A fantastic read. [AD]

READ ALSO: Howl’s Moving Castle by Diana Wynne Jones

ALEX BELL illustrated by TOMISLAV TOMIC
THE POLAR BEAR EXPLORERS’ CLUB
FABER & FABER 2017 (PBK) 352pp £6.99 ISBN 9780571332540

If you’re looking for courage, kindness and a healthy dose of pig-headedness, 
you’ll find them dripping from Stella Starflake Pearl. She’s the perfect team 
member for an expedition to the Icelands, you’d think, but the Polar Bear 
Explorers’ Club won’t hear of her joining for one simple reason: she’s a girl. 
Wangling her way in, she encounters yetis, carnivorous cabbages and the 
troubling truth about her real parents. This is a gloriously warm story about 
furiously cold places and unusual, beautiful friendships, full of fun, whimsy 
and loving wisdom. [DT] 

READ ALSO: Sky Chasers by Emma Carroll

CECE BELL
EL DEAFO
AMULET BOOKS 2014 (PBK) 248pp £8.99 ISBN 9781419712173

Exploring friendship, family, self-esteem and the difficulties faced by 
difference, El Deafo is a unique graphic novel based on the author’s 
childhood. Told from the perspective of Cece, a young rabbit who loses 
most of her hearing due to an illness, this book mixes humour and insight 
in equal measure to paint a vivid and oftentimes hilarious picture of coping 
with school, friends and first love. Although grounded in the difficulties 
Cece must overcome due to her deafness, El Deafo is not a single-issue  
book – it’s a sensitive and insightful narrative about growing up and finding 
your place in the world. [LG]

READ ALSO: Smile by Raina Telgemeier

9-11
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9-11
JULIE BERRY 
THE SCANDALOUS SISTERHOOD OF PRICKWILLOW PLACE
PICCADILLY PRESS 2015 (PBK) 352pp £6.99 ISBN 9781848124370

At Prickwillow Place, seven female students are keeping a dark – and 
possibly deadly – secret. And the mysterious death of their teacher is only 
the beginning! The seven girls at the centre of Berry’s murderous plot are the 
stars of the show; each as brilliant and independent as the other, these are a 
gang of friends who will stop at nothing to solve the mystery of their teacher’s 
death, and also maintain their own agency and independence when it comes 
to their education. Berry’s story speaks to the work of Austen and Dickens 
but is utterly original and compellingly hilarious. [BL] 

READ ALSO: the Rose Raventhorpe Investigates series

SITA BRAHMACHARI
TENDER EARTH 
MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 432pp £6.99 ISBN 9781509812509

It can be hard to be a bold girl when your world is changing more than you’d 
like. Laila has to contend with starting secondary school, siblings moving 
out and maybe losing her best friend. But she’s also rattled by growing fear 
and racism in contemporary London, particularly when it starts to affect 
the people she loves. This is a coming-of-age story in the best sense: Laila 
is confused and fallible but learns from her experiences and from her dead 
grandmother’s ‘protest book’, a journal of fifty years’ social campaigning to 
make the world better. The endpoint of Laila’s journey is truly inspiring, as 
she connects not only with herself but also with her ancestry and her whole 
community. Convincingly written, Laila’s progress is powerful, personal and 
political. [CH]

READ ALSO: Artichoke Hearts; Jasmine Skies

NEILL CAMERON and KATE BROWN
TAMSIN AND THE DEEP
DAVID FICKLING BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 96pp £9.99 ISBN 9781910200773

After wiping out on her surfboard, Tamsin finds herself embroiled in 
a world of deep magic – mermaid magic – and it’s up to her to save her 
family. Cameron and Brown have produced a graphic novel with a bold 
and dynamic heroine at its heart. From her surfing to her heroism, Tamsin 
is a central protagonist in every sense. Braving the horrors of the deep and 
stopping at nothing to save her brother from a family curse, Tamsin is a 
heroine to aspire to. A compelling story that refuses to let up, Cameron’s 
Cornwall mystery is superbly imagined by Brown’s art. [BL] 

READ ALSO: The Pirates of Pangaea by Dan Hartwell and Neill Cameron



32

ANNA CAREY
MOLLIE ON THE MARCH
THE O’BRIEN PRESS MARCH 2018 (PBK) 352pp e8.99 ISBN 9781788490085

Everyone’s favourite young suffragette makes a welcome return in this timely 
sequel.  Mollie and Nora continue their dedication to votes for women 
as they attempt to contribute to the suffragettes’ protest of British Prime 
Minister Asquith’s visit to Ireland. However, with terrible cousins, crazy dogs 
and the threat of danger and arrest, not everything goes according to plan. 
Mollie is a wonderfully fearless character whose interrogation of her identity 
as a suffragette is sure to get readers interested in feminism and women’s 
history. Carey draws expertly on the past while echoing challenges facing 
women today. Absolutely not to be missed. [RC] 

READ ALSO: The Making of Mollie

LAUREN CHILD
RUBY REDFORT: LOOK INTO MY EYES 
HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 432pp £6.99 ISBN 9780007334070

Ruby Redfort leads a charmed life. Not only are her parents very wealthy 
but Ruby is also a code-cracking genius who turned down an offer to attend 
Harvard when she was seven. At thirteen, Ruby is finding life a bit dull, so 
when secret agency Spectrum offers her a chance for adventure she cannot 
refuse. Cracking codes and solving mysteries are second nature to Ruby 
who, along with best friend Clancy, follows her instincts even when it means 
breaking the rules. This fun and pacey read offers young readers action and 
adventure with a gutsy girl as its central protagonist. [EC] 

READ ALSO: the rest of the Ruby Redfort series

LINDA DAVIES
LONGBOW GIRL
CHICKEN HOUSE 2015 (PBK) 368pp £6.99 ISBN 9781910002612

Merry Owen lives on the same farm her family has held for centuries, 
granted by the Black Prince in 1346. In exchange, each generation provides 
a champion archer. Now that farm, her family and her beloved Welsh ponies 
are at risk. In the roots of an upturned tree, Merry discovers an ancient 
book that will take her back in time to face a turning point that changes 
everything. Merry is extraordinary: brave and resourceful with a clever mind 
and an audacious spirit. She will do what she must to save the ones she loves. 
Daring, bold and filled with adventure. [MEJ]

READ ALSO: When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead

9-11
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9-11
KATE DiCAMILLO
RAYMIE NIGHTINGALE
WALKER BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 272pp £6.99 ISBN 9781406373189

Raymie Clarke has a plan. If she can just win Little Miss Central Florida Tyre 
and get into the papers, then her father will surely come home and her mom 
will be happy again. To win the contest, though, she must first learn to twirl 
a baton. That’s where delicate, determined Louisiana Elefante and feisty, 
bold Beverly Tapinksi come in. The friendship that develops between these 
remarkable girls is unusual, supportive and inspiring. Three strong female 
characters supported by flawed, odd, remarkable women. A must read! [KM] 

READ ALSO: Flora & Ulysses: The Illuminated Adventures by Kate DiCamillo  
and K.G. Campbell

LARI DON illustrated by FRANCESCA GREENWOOD
GIRLS, GODDESSES & GIANTS
BLOOMSBURY EDUCATION 2014 (PBK) 128pp £6.99 ISBN 9781408188224

Girls from all walks of life take centre stage in this exciting collection of 
stories. Brave and clever, these heroines take on gods, dragons, witches and 
everything in between. This intriguing book includes fables and stories from 
all around the world with one thing in common – adventurous, unflinching 
heroines who stand up for themselves and others when times get tough. 
As they wield swords and face seven-headed dragons, they show us how 
powerful female courage and strength can be. This is an inspiring book, full of 
adventures from around the world, each with a heroic girl at its heart. [AK]

READ ALSO: The Adventures of Maebh the Warrior Queen and St Brigid the Fearless 
by Ann Carroll

SARAH DRIVER
THE HUNTRESS: SEA
EGMONT 2017 (PBK) 336pp £6.99 ISBN 9781405284677

Mouse knows no other home than her grandmother’s ship, The Huntress. Her 
mother is dead and her father missing so it’s always been up to Mouse to look 
after her sickly younger brother. When the ship is attacked and her brother 
is taken Mouse is determined to fight. This is the first in a trilogy about a 
strong and determined young heroine with the ability to speak to animals. 
Teaming up with a shape-shifting boy called Crow, Mouse learns about 
loyalty and teamwork and learns to appreciate that family comes in many 
forms. [LR] 

READ ALSO: The Huntress: Sky; The Huntress: Storm
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DEBORAH ELLIS 
MY NAME IS PARVANA  
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 2013 (PBK) 227pp £6.99 ISBN 9780192734044

Convinced she is a terrorist, the US army uses interrogation techniques 
that violate international treaties, but Parvana stubbornly refuses to reveal 
even her name. Instead she recites multiplication tables and, long given to 
daydreaming, she draws on memories of her family and of the school for 
girls she helped to build and maintain. Often stubborn and headstrong, 
always resourceful, independent and fiercely loyal, Parvana certainly deserves 
her place among bold girls – as does her mother who, with her, also defied 
the threats and violence of those who persisted in denying Afghan girls an 
education. [LM] 

READ ALSO: the Breadwinner trilogy; Azzi in Between by Sarah Garland
  

ALEX GINO
GEORGE
SCHOLASTIC 2017 (PBK) 224pp £5.99 ISBN 9781407170978

George knows that she’s a girl, even if everyone else thinks she’s a boy. But 
she’s still afraid to tell anyone. When her teacher announces their class play 
will be Charlotte’s Web, George is determined to play Charlotte – even though 
her teacher won’t let her try out. But is George willing to reveal the truth 
about herself, no matter what? This is a timely, sensitive story about being true 
to yourself. George is a wonderfully complex character, conflicted even while 
certain about who she is. Her friendship with her best friend, Kelly, adds 
another brilliant element to the novel. [HC] 

READ ALSO: Electrigirl by Jo Cotterill

ELLIE IRVING
THE MATILDA EFFECT
CORGI 2017 (PBK) 320pp £6.99 ISBN 9780552568371

Matilda loves science and plans to be an inventor. She is excited to learn that 
her granny was once a scientist and actually discovered a new planet! But 
when she finds out that someone else is getting the credit and being awarded 
a Nobel Prize, she wants to let the world know the truth – but she has to 
get to the awards ceremony first! An exciting read for anyone interested 
in science, astronomy and justice. With heroes like Mary Anderson, who 
invented windscreen wipers, Matilda believes inventions come from a bit of 
imagination and a pile of junk – a fun and inspirational read! [PO’D]

READ ALSO: the Sinclair Mysteries series by Katherine Woodfine

9-11
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9-11
VICTORIA JAMIESON
ROLLER GIRL
PUFFIN BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 240pp £7.99 ISBN 9780141378992 

Although Astrid initially bemoans her mother’s ‘Evenings of Cultural 
Enlightenment’, the evening on which this story begins is a real game-
changer for our feisty protagonist. Not only does Roller Girl feature some 
tough fictional sportswomen, but it also depicts the trials and tribulations 
of teenage friendships. Brought to life by Jamieson’s vivid and engaging 
illustrations, interwoven with insights into Astrid’s imagination, this graphic 
novel is something unique. Even if it doesn’t make you want to join a derby 
team, it is undoubtedly a great testament to the bonds forged (and fixed) by 
taking one for the team. [GE]

READ ALSO: All’s Faire in Middleschool

CELINE KIERNAN
THE WILD MAGIC TRILOGY:  
BEGONE THE RAGGEDY WITCHES
WALKER BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 288pp £6.99 ISBN 9781406366020

When Mup’s dad is kidnapped she follows her mam to Borough, a strange and 
fantastical place, in a fight to secure his freedom. Here the raggedy witches and 
their wicked queen hold power. However Mup is a tough and brave heroine 
who meets new friends and deeper danger with equal determination. She 
takes care of her baby brother, saves a lost boy, learns about her mother’s past 
and makes the right choice no matter how hard.  This is a magical, wild and 
adventurous tale. Celine Kiernan has a gift for powerful atmosphere and  
pitch-perfect dialogue. A cracking adventure story. [LR]

READ ALSO: Wed Wabbit by Lissa Evans

KIRAN MILLWOOD HARGRAVE
THE GIRL OF INK & STARS
CHICKEN HOUSE 2016 (PBK) 240pp £6.99 ISBN 9781910002742

This debut novel reads like a fairy tale. Isa, the young heroine at the centre 
of the story, is closely bound to family, friends and her island home. But 
her island of Joya is in peril from dark forces of nature and wild wolf-like 
creatures. Isa relies on her wits and cartographer knowledge to map a way 
out of the dark underground maze and quell the fiery forces of the mythical 
Demon Fire God. Her courage and that of her friend Lupe restore balance to 
Joya. The thread running through this fast-paced novel is of magical realism, 
richly layered with adventure and bravery. [JR] 

READ ALSO: The Island at the End of Everything 
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ORNA NÍ CHOILEÁIN
FOGHLAÍ MARA MONTE CARLO
LEABHAIRCOMHAR 2017 (BOG) 103lch €10.00 ISBN 9780993494611

Insítear an scéal seo ar lán-luas agus titeann eachtraí spreagúla an 
phríomhcharachtair Zoé amach laistigh d’aon lá amháin. In ionad cloí le saol 
an rachmais, socraíonn Zoé ar eachtra mhór di féin agus dá pearóid: cuairt 
a thabhairt ar áit dhúchais a pearóide: an Afraic. Agus ní beag an méid sin 
nuair atá uirthi éalú óna múinteoirí, óna tuismitheoirí, agus seilbh a ghlacadh 
ar bhád, gan trácht ar theacht i gcabhair ar bhuachaill ón tSicil! Ach is foghlaí 
mara óg stuama cróga atá inti agus tá sise agus an léitheoir réidh don aistear 
mara seo. [CMD]

LEIGH FREISIN: Hook’s Daughter by Heidi Schultz

ÁINE NÍ GHLINN
HATA ZÚ MHAMÓ
COIS LIFE 2016 (BOG) 62lch €7.00 ISBN 9781907494604

Is í Siobhán agus a mamó príomhcharachtair an scéil seo. Tá an scéal féin 
bunaithe ar fhonn Mhamó éalú ón teach altranais agus cuairt a thabhairt 
ar an zú. Léiríonn siad crógacht agus láidreacht nuair a bhriseann siad na 
rialacha ar mhaithe le sonas a scaipeadh.  Ní dhéanann an t-údar iarracht 
dúshláin an tsaoil a cheilt agus osclaíonn deireadh an scéil féidearthachtaí 
chun iad seo a phlé. Tá deiseanna comhtháite don mhúinteoir ranga 
sa scéal seo le hábhair eile ar an gcuraclam – OSPS, drámaíocht, na 
hamharcealaíona. Mholfainn an leabhar seo do pháistí san aoisghrúpa 8+ i 
nGaelscoileanna agus i scoileanna Gaeltachta. [MNicAnB] 

LEIGH FRESIN: A Greyhound of a Girl by Roddy Doyle

GARTH NIX illustrated by CHRISTOPHER STENGEL
FROGKISSER!
PICCADILLY PRESS 2017 (PBK) 384pp £6.99 ISBN 9781848126374

Frogkisser takes a refreshing approach to the traditional princess fairy tale. 
In this story, there are no passive princesses pining over princes. Nix creates 
strong and powerful female characters who take their fates, and the fate 
of their kingdom, into their own hands. An array of colourful characters, 
combined with a princess on a quest and the threat of a league of evil 
sorcerers, results in a world of magic and wonder in this charming tale of 
loyalty and bravery. Nix has created a perfectly hilarious adventure that I 
would highly recommend to lovers of fairy tales and magic. [ÓC] 

READ ALSO: The Dream Snatcher by Abi Elphinstone 

9-11
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9-11
MARIA PARR 
ASTRID THE UNSTOPPABLE
WALKER BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 320pp £6.99 ISBN 9781406366853

Astrid is known as the ‘little thunderbolt of Glimmerdal’ for good reason. 
Whether she’s racing down the mountainside at breakneck speed, testing her 
godfather Gunnwald’s sledges, or getting into rows with mean Mr Hagen, her 
indomitable spirit shines through. As the only child in the remote Norwegian 
valley, Astrid is thrilled when a family comes to stay – until Mr Hagen ruins 
everything. Then Astrid discovers Gunnwald has been keeping a terrible secret 
from her. How will Astrid cope with all these challenges? A heartwarming 
story with a fantastic, feisty heroine who lets nothing stand in her way. 
[NMaca’B] 

READ ALSO: Waffle Hearts

CHRIS RIDDELL
GOTH GIRL AND THE GHOST OF A MOUSE
MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 224pp £6.99 ISBN 9781447201748

The first book in Riddell’s hugely popular Goth Girl series, this introduction 
to the charming Ada Goth and her eccentric adventures is a joy to behold. 
Full of humour, warmth, absurdity, literary references and, of course, 
fabulous illustrations, this is a book to fall in love with. Ada’s quick 
wit, kindness and bravery mark her out as an exemplary heroine, whose 
adventures readers keeping coming back to again and again. The perfect 
book for any reader with an independent spirit and a love of literature, 
history and derring-do! [LG]

READ ALSO: the rest of the Goth Girl series

KATHERINE RUNDELL illustrated by GELREV ONGBICO 
THE WOLF WILDER 
BLOOMSBURY CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 336pp £7.99 ISBN 9781408854853

Powerful, independent and persecuted, wolves ‘are the witches of the animal 
world’, Feo’s mama tells her. She is a ‘wilder’ living in Tsarist Russia, taking on 
the rejected pets of aristocratic families when they finally work out the animals 
can’t be tamed. A wilder helps ‘a wolf work out that she was born to be brave’, 
but it’s the bravery of both mother and daughter that shines through when 
the Imperial Army begins to threaten the local villages – and the wolves. 
Fierce, beautiful and unexpectedly political, this is a moving and compelling 
tale of love for nature, family and freedom. The evocative illustrations 
complement the story perfectly: you can sense the cold off every page but 
always feel the warm heart beating underneath. [CH]

READ ALSO: Rooftoppers; Girl Savage
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ROBIN STEVENS
A MURDER MOST UNLADYLIKE MYSTERY: ARSENIC FOR TEA
PUFFIN BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 331pp £6.99 ISBN 9780141369792

Meet Daisy and Hazel, the young detective protagonists in Arsenic for Tea. 
Not only does this novel demonstrate just how resourceful and intelligent its 
female characters are, it also shows how these girls will do anything to keep 
their love of solving crime satisfied. It highlights discrimination towards 
both gender and race in an appropriate way for younger readers: through 
a fun, fantastically plotted story. Arsenic for Tea is the second novel in the 
Murder Most Unladylike series, set in the 1930s. [LC] 

READ ALSO: the rest of the Murder Most Unladylike series

JESSICA TOWNSEND
NEVERMOOR: THE TRIALS OF MORRIGAN CROW
ORION CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2017 (HBK) 384pp £12.99 ISBN 9781510104112

Morrigan Crow is a Cursed Child, blamed for all the bad luck in Jackalfax. 
On her eleventh birthday, Captain Jupiter North rescues her from the 
Hunt of Smoke and Shadow. They escape to his magical Hotel Deucalion. 
Morrigan must pass four trials to join the Wundrous Society or face 
deportation. Morrigan is a heroine in the vein of Harry Potter – she is 
whisked off to Nevermoor, a hidden city, and discovers her secret powerful 
talent. Everything has a Victorian feel, despite the ubiquitous presence of 
Wunder. This book is an entertaining read and a promising series debut. 
[HP]

READ ALSO: Cogheart and Moonlocket by Peter Bunzl

VARIOUS
MAKE MORE NOISE: NEW STORIES IN HONOUR OF THE 
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE
NOSY CROW 2018 (PBK) 320pp £7.99 ISBN 9781788002394

Focusing on fictionalised accounts of actual historical events, this series 
of ten stories for children does indeed feature bold, ground-breaking 
characters and the changes they inspired or experienced. From suffrage 
to cycling to service, or the abject poverty and powerlessness of the poor, 
particularly women, the stories focus on illustrating the internal strength of 
the central characters, reminiscent of Pippi Longstocking in their attitude 
to convention. The collection also contains a number of well-crafted 
contemporary stories, as well as a ghost and a witch, and would make a very 
useful teaching aid. [JO’H]

READ ALSO: Reaching the Stars: Poems about Extraordinary Women by Liz 
Brownlee, Jan Dean and Michaela Morgan
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“There is so much 
FEMALE POSITIVITY  

  in this book –  
  it’s irresistible!” 

Juno

Who says princesses DON’T WEAR BLACK? 

Enjoy laugh-a-minute adventures
with super-cool heroine, JUDY MOODY! 

AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD BOOKSELLERS
walker.co.uk

For the best children’s books (AND POSITIVE 
FEMALE ROLE MODELS), look for the bear!

The New York Times 
bestselling series,  
as seen on BBC2’s  

NO MORE BOYS AND GIRLS
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The mid-1980s in north Dublin was an 
independent time for me. I was given keys 
to the house and was told to ‘go out’ for a 
time whilst my parents got on with parental 
things, or whatever it is grown-ups do (don’t 
ask me – I have no idea). I would cycle around 
on my inherited blue BMX bike. I would turn 
left out of my drive and ride up and down the 
empty estate, passing the same row of houses 
back and forth with nowhere in particular to 
go. Occasionally my sister would join me, or 
during the summer holidays there would be 
other kids about, playing in small groups in 
the front gardens of strangers. Towards the 
end of the day, when everyone else had been 
called in for their tea, I would cycle up to our 
back gate in the fading light and deposit my 
bike in the back yard. On one such evening 
the sun was setting and bright gold filled the 
sky. Tired and hungry from an afternoon of 
nothing and nowhere in particular I arrived 
home and propped my bicycle against the 
wall. A boy from the house down the road 
watched me as I did this. As I lifted the latch 
on the gate he opened his trap.

‘THAT’S A BOY’S BIKE,’ he yelled. He was 
mocking me. 

Delighted with himself for outing me, he 
moved on to his respective home on his own 
boy’s bike where, undoubtedly, he would eat 
his fish fingers with chips and peas, revelling 
in the fact that he had righted a wrong. Like 
Batman. Or God.

Enraged, I wasted no time and cycled to 
where he lived. I calmly approached his front 
door and rang the bell. His mother answered. 
‘Yes?’ she said. She seemed normal (of course 

she was) and looked upon me with little to no 
prejudice (this Asian child, possibly the first 
of my kind she had ever met), her son hanging 
out in the background, barely visible despite 
his enormous gut and ruddy-red cheeks.

‘He said my bike was a boy’s bike!’ I declared 
loudly (in fairness I was very loud, so this is 
not exceptional).

She looked kindly on me (like the Jesus 
hanging in her hallway) and sweetly replied, 
‘Well then’, she paused, ‘I don’t think he will 
get his Kinder Surprise this week.’

I watched as his horrified face disappeared 
behind the closing door.

I wheeled my BMX back home, not as 
triumphant as I should have felt. There was a 
much greater injustice afoot. 

He gets a Kinder Surprise every week?

is an Irish-born author–illustrator living in 
Bristol. Her award-winning picturebooks are 
published worldwide. She loves to experiment 
with her work and is always trying new ways to 
improve her writing and drawing.

YASMEEN ISMAIL

 
yasmeenismail.co.uk

 
@YasmeenMay

 
yasmeeny

 
Yasmeenmayismail
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is a poet, illustrator, author of fiction for young 
people and creative-writing facilitator. Her most 
recent book is Hopscotch in the Sky (Little Island 
Books/Poetry Ireland), a collection of seasonal 
poems for children.

‘You only regret the things you don’t do.’ I’m 
not sure where or when I first came across 
this notion, but in the past few years it has 
become my mantra, one I repeat to myself, 
my daughters and anyone else who needs 
encouragement to take a risk and to get out 
into our wonderful, wild world. And we do all 
need encouragement. Courage!

I am so proud to be counted a BOLD GIRL, 
but it is kind of hilarious, as I was always 
a ‘good girl’, cautious, anxious even, 
occasionally ebullient, but really not a ‘bold 
girl’ at all!

It is pretty amazing to think that when I was 
growing up, more than half a century after 
the first women got the vote, being a ‘good 
girl’, being kind and considerate, always 
putting others first, was still seen as more 
important than being confident and reaching 
one’s full potential. In fairness, I wanted the 
praise that came with being ‘good’ – a good 
reader, good at drawing, good at writing 
poems, good at spelling and comprehension 
(hopeless at ball games), a good girl. We 
seemed to be endlessly told not to run and 
definitely not to shout or whistle or take two 
stairs at once – a good thing they didn’t know 
the dare on the way to school was to jump off 
the back of the bus while it was still moving. 
OMG, that was bold!

But then again, I did get wonderful 
encouragement from not just one, but several 
really great teachers, and gradually over 
the years I learned the pleasure and thrill 
of achieving things that had seemed ‘not 
for me’. It may seem odd but writing stories 
was one of the things that I felt I couldn’t 

do. My teachers usually let me write poems 
or extra comprehension instead and later 
I ‘did’ English at university. But it was the 
encouragement I got from CLAI (now CBI) 
when I started reviewing for them that really 
got me going – that and the birth of my girls, 
as I wanted to show them that writing is just 
telling people stuff and there’s nothing to 
fear.

All this encouragement stayed with me, 
and now a lot of what I do as a writer has to 
do with encouraging the confidence and 
creativity of the girls – and boys – that I meet 
in school or library visits and workshops. 
Encouraging them to be bold and take risks 
is wonderfully invigorating for us all and I 
love it. 

I believe being a BOLD GIRL must mean 
being true to yourself, finding and fulfilling 
your potential, and there are so many, many 
ways to be in the world, so here’s to all the 
assertive girls, shy girls, brave girls, quiet 
girls, fearful girls, kind girls, adventurous 
girls, clever girls, thoughtful girls, confused 
girls, exuberant girls, tentative girls, polite 
girls, watchful girls, joyful girls, loud girls, 
cautious girls, rude girls, playful girls, 
generous, courageous and BOLD GIRLS  – so 
many possibilities. Get out there, girl – you 
only regret the things you don’t do!

LUCINDA JACOB

 
@lucindajwriter

 
lucindajacobwriter
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CATHERINE BARTER
TROUBLEMAKERS
ANDERSEN PRESS 2017 (PBK) 371pp £7.99 ISBN 9781783445240

Growing teenager Lena has never known her parents. Her loving, 
overprotective older brother Danny, and his partner Nick, have dedicated 
the last fifteen years to ensuring she’d never miss her deceased mother – a 
commitment that makes Lena feel like a burden and alone. When Lena 
discovers a forgotten picture of her mother that no one wants to explain, the 
gnawing void becomes too overwhelming to ignore. Troublemakers will ask 
teenagers to look inwards as they relate to Lena figuring out her place in the 
world while questioning the value she brings to those who love her. [JJK]

READ ALSO: Peacemaker by Malorie Blackman

CLÉMENTINE BEAUVAIS
PIGLETTES
PUSHKIN PRESS 2017 (PBK) 288pp £7.99 ISBN 9781782691204

Mireille, Astrid and Hakima have just been voted the three ugliest girls in 
school by their classmates on Facebook, but they’re not going to cry over 
it. OK, maybe a little bit. But they’re also not taking it lying down. Setting 
off on a summer road-trip on bicycles, intent on confronting Mireille’s 
uncommunicative father and gate-crashing a party at the French president’s 
palace, the girls find fame, friendship and a new outlook on life. With 
lively, witty narration, sharp observation and engaging characters, this is an 
uplifting story about defying online bullying and making the most of life. 
[OMcG] 

READ ALSO: The Thing About Jellyfish by Ali Benjamin

NICHOLAS BOWLING
WITCHBORN
CHICKEN HOUSE 2017 (PBK) 368pp £6.99 ISBN 9781911077251

Alyce is on the run in Elizabethan London with two rival queens pursuing 
her for reasons she doesn’t yet understand. Violently and cruelly orphaned, 
she relies on her own intelligence and determination to survive in a world 
where being burned as a witch is an all-too-real fate. Alyce and Solomon are 
refreshingly awkward at times as their friendship develops, which gives the 
reader a breather from the nail-biting tension of this gripping adventure. If 
you enjoy suspense and edge-of-the-seat drama, this book delivers all that in 
a historical setting mixed with witchcraft and magic, both light and dark. 
[ACJ] 

READ ALSO: The Ruby in the Smoke by Philip Pullman

12-14
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FANNY BRITT illustrated by ISABELLE ARSENAULT 
Translated by CHRISTELLE MORELLI and SUSAN OURIOU
JANE, THE FOX AND ME
WALKER BOOKS 2014 (HBK) 104pp £15.00 ISBN 9781406353044

Isolated by her ex-friends and self-conscious about her appearance, Hélène’s 
world is a grey and lonely place where her only solace is reading the story of 
another lonesome girl, Jane Eyre. Exiled to the Outcast Tent on her school 
trip, a chance meeting with a fox and a new friend sees colour finally seep 
into her life. Isabelle Arsenault’s illustrations are exquisite and instantly 
recognisable while the striking contrast between the greyness of Hélène’s 
world and the colour of Jane’s is reminiscent of the beacon of hope books 
can provide for anyone who, like Hélène, has ever felt alone. [RC] 

READ ALSO: Anya’s Ghost by Vera Brosgol

GAIL CARRIGER
ETIQUETTE AND ESPIONAGE 
ATOM BOOKS 2013 (PBK) 320pp £7.99 ISBN 9781907411588

Sophronia is furious about being sent to finishing school. Her mother wants 
a daughter who can curtsy correctly and not one who is interested in finding 
out how things work and climbing in inappropriate places. But Sophronia 
has barely left home when she realises that the character traits that her 
mother wants eradicated could be very useful in her new school! A fabulous 
steampunk adventure, full of deadly fashion and dirigibles, Etiquette and 
Espionage has a clever and resourceful female protagonist. An excellent read 
for early teens with a plotline that keeps the pages turning fast until the 
conclusion. [RS] 

READ ALSO: Curtsies and Conspiracies; Waistcoats and Weaponry

TONY CLIFF
DELILAH DIRK AND THE TURKISH LIEUTENANT
FIRST SECOND BOOKS 2013 (PBK) 176pp $16.99 ISBN 9781596438132

Delilah Dirk is a dashing, globetrotting, highly skilled adventurer with a 
flying boat and an eagerness to buck the status quo. She is also in possession 
of a nose that is finely tuned for sniffing out excitement, treasure and, most 
importantly, injustice. Along with her somewhat reluctant partner in crime 
Mr Selim, the titular Turkish lieutenant, Delilah takes the reader on a rip-
roaring journey through the nineteenth-century Middle-East, encountering 
challenges, cunning traps and deadly peril as the story (and her boat) flies. 
Entertainingly told and sumptuously beautiful to look at, this book will 
provide younger graphic novel enthusiasts with hours of rollercoaster thrills. 
[AN]

READ ALSO: Delilah Dirk and the King’s Shilling; Delilah Dirk and the Pillars of 
Hercules

12-14
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SIOBHAN CURHAM
THE MOONLIGHT DREAMERS
WALKER BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 352pp £6.99 ISBN 9781406365825

Worn down by the bullying she faces in school, Amber sets up the 
Moonlight Dreamers. She hopes this secret society will help her find girls 
like her, girls who don’t quite fit in. Amber, Maali, Sky and Rose couldn’t be 
more different, but their unexpected friendship gives them the courage and 
strength to be themselves and follow their dreams. Dealing with issues of 
grief, bullying, self-confidence and consent, this book handles many topics 
without feeling preachy. With its diverse cast and positive depiction of the 
power of friendship, this is an inspiring and encouraging read for young 
teens. [JD] 

READ ALSO: Tell it to the Moon

ALEXIS DEACON
GEIS: A MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH
NOBROW 2016 (HBK) 168pp £15.99 ISBN 9781910620038

The chief matriarch is dead and fifty people have been summoned to take 
part in a contest to see who will take her place as chief. One of these is the 
Kite Lord’s daughter, who does not know why she has found herself among 
this gathering of judges and generals, councillors and businessmen. The 
challenges these would-be chiefs will face are dark, dangerous and created 
by the worst kind of magic. Illustrated in a European comic style, with loose 
line-work full of movement, this first volume of a well-crafted medieval 
fantasy has an old, menacing fairy-tale feel to it. [OMcG] 

READ ALSO: Geis 2: A Game Without Rules

NATASHA FARRANT
LYDIA: THE WILD GIRL OF PRIDE & PREJUDICE
CHICKEN HOUSE 2016 (PBK) 304pp £7.99 ISBN 9781910002971

In Natasha Farrant’s Lydia, we meet the youngest of the Bennett sisters 
from Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice. Rooted firmly in the recognisable 
landscape of Austen’s novel and sharing the same tone and concerns, 
Farrant’s approach is fresh and fun. Lydia is a heroine that will appeal to 
contemporary readers with her energy, determination and optimism. She 
has a healthy appetite for food and life, refusing to be bound by the narrow 
rules of society and preferring to swim with the boys in the river and ride 
horseback. Escaping the countryside for Brighton, Lydia glimpses new 
possibilities through the introduction of new characters and a new plot line. 
An enjoyable read. [BL]

READ ALSO: After Iris: The Diary of Bluebell Gadsby

12-14
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PATRICIA FORDE
THE WORDSMITH
LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 286pp €9.99 ISBN 9781908195999

In the future, after the icecaps have melted and flooded the Earth, survivors 
live in an authoritarian city called Arc, where language is confined to a mere 
five hundred words. Letta, one of the few with access to the entire English 
language, uncovers a deathly conspiracy and, using her courage and kindness, 
must stop it. An interesting dystopian novel that demonstrates the value 
of expression in even the most hopeless situations, The Wordsmith sends its 
protagonist on a compelling journey from stepping outside her comfort zone 
to joining a just cause at her own risk. The definition of a good read. [CL] 

READ ALSO: the Hunger Games series by Susan Collins

SHANNON HALE & DEAN HALE 
THE UNBEATABLE SQUIRREL GIRL:  
SQUIRREL MEETS WORLD 
EGMONT 2017 (PBK) 336pp £6.99 ISBN 9781405287661

Doreen Green has just moved from sunny California to the suburbs of New 
Jersey. So she has to start a brand new school, make new friends – all while 
hiding her tail. Because Doreen has superhero powers – super squirrel powers 
to be precise. Doreen is more than just a superhero, however. In Shannon 
and Dean Hale’s novelisation of the Marvel character’s adolescence, Doreen 
is smart, funny and extremely relatable; a comic-book heroine with a mind 
and a story of her own. She even comments on that story through inventive 
footnotes that make her unique presence felt throughout the novel. [BL] 

READ ALSO: The Unbeatable Squirrel Girl: Beats up the Marvel Universe

RACHEL HARTMAN
SERAPHINA
CORGI 2013 (PBK) 432pp £7.99 ISBN 9780552566001

In the kingdom of Goredd, an uneasy peace has existed between humans and 
dragons. But as the treaty’s anniversary draws near, this peace is threatened 
when a prince is murdered and all signs point towards the dragons. Seraphina 
must uncover the murderer with the help of the Captain of the Guard – 
while keeping the secret of her heritage. This is an intricately plotted political 
intrigue that also asks big philosophical questions, with a smart, capable 
heroine at its centre and fantastic characters and world-building. [HC] 

READ ALSO: Shadowscale

12-14



46

TANYA LANDMAN
PASSING FOR WHITE
BARRINGTON STOKE TEEN 2017 (PBK) 112pp £6.99 ISBN 9781781126813

It’s 1848 in America’s Deep South, and slave girl Rosa is fair-skinned enough 
to ‘pass for white’. After falling in love with fellow slave Benjamin, she dares 
to dream of freedom. Rosa concocts an ingenious plan to disguise herself as 
Benjamin’s white master. The couple flee the south, travelling thousands of 
miles over land and sea, risking exposure, recapture and brutality at every 
turn. Inspired by the incredible real-life story of Ellen and William Craft, 
Landman confronts the brutal reality of slavery, including explicit content 
and racial slurs. Accessible to struggling, reluctant or dyslexic readers, but 
convincing and captivating to all! [SD]

READ ALSO: Running on the Roof of the World by Jess Butterworth

ZOE MARRIOTT
BAREFOOT ON THE WIND
WALKER BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 320pp £7.99 ISBN 9781406333374

Everyone in Hana’s village fears the woods and the beast that dwells there. And 
when her father is taken, Hana has no choice but to gather her weapons and 
face the beast – even if it means her death. Zoë Marriott’s writing is fabulous, 
as always, and this is a fantastic feminist retelling of Beauty and the Beast set in 
a fantasy version of Japan. Hana is the version of Belle that teenage girls, and 
adults, didn’t know they wanted. While set in the same world as Shadows on the 
Moon, they can be read independently of each other. [HC] 

READ ALSO: Shadows on the Moon

JACKIE MORRIS 
THE WILD SWANS
FRANCES LINCOLN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2015 (HBK) £10.99 ISBN 9781847805362

The Wild Swans is a retelling of a widely told fairy tale, inspired by Hans 
Christian Andersen but most familiar to Irish readers as the Children of Lir. 
Into her fairy-tale world, Morris weaves themes of gender-based violence and 
a heightened awareness of the sentience of animals. The female protagonist, 
Eliza, transcends the expectations of fairy-tale princesses by her mature 
interactions with her brothers, her father and her suitor and eventual 
husband. Even the wicked stepmother is given a sympathetic and intriguing 
back-story. Morris’s prose is richly textured, with details drawn from the 
natural world, and her illustrations are sumptuous. A beautifully produced 
hardback. [AB] 

READ ALSO: East of the Sun, West of the Moon

12-14
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LINDA NEWBERY
UNTIL WE WIN
BARRINGTON STOKE TEEN 2017(PBK) 88pp £6.99 ISBN 9781781125793

During the summer of 1914 the air is ringing with change and for Lizzy it 
starts with a bicycle. Her new freedom leads her to meet Julie and Elsie, 
suffragettes, who introduce her to the fight for women’s right to vote and all 
the dangers that entails. An easy to read book that will whet the appetite of 
young readers for this fascinating period; a fast-paced book where the reader is 
caught up in this passionate cause. We meet important historical figures and 
discover what it’s like to follow your ideals, while standing up for yourself and 
your friends. [MV]

READ ALSO: Tilly’s Promise

LAURA AMY SCHLITZ 
THE HIRED GIRL 
WALKER BOOKS 2015 (HBK) 400pp £12.99 ISBN 9781406361407

Joan’s hunger for knowledge and reading give her the courage to dream of life 
beyond the drudgery and tyranny of Steeple farm. Becoming a hired girl to a 
wealthy Jewish family opens her eyes to what a woman can become at the start 
of the twentieth century. A beautiful coming-of-age story where, through the 
inquisitive yet naive eyes of Joan, the reader explores religion and feminism, 
housework and literature, sprinkled with love, loyalty and cats. Filled with 
interesting characters and beautifully written scenes this witty, heart-warming 
story is set to become a modern classic. [MV]

READ ALSO: Little Women by Louisa May Alcott

NOELLE STEVENSON, GRACE ELLIS, SHANNON WATTERS 
illustrated by BROOKE A. ALLEN
LUMBERJANES VOL. 1: BEWARE THE KITTEN HOLY
BOOM! BOX 2015 (PBK) 128pp £10.99 ISBN 9781608866878

The Lumberjanes graphic novel series is about female friendship and set in a 
summer camp. However, undermining this so-far-so-ordinary description, it 
features shape-shifters, gods, mysteries and yetis. That any expletives take the 
form of a woman’s name, be she activist, scientist or musician, emphasises 
how female centred the series is. In this volume, we meet Jo, April, Mal, Molly 
and Ripley, who come from a wide range of backgrounds and work together to 
achieve some of the Lumberjanes badges, including the Up All Night Badge, 
which leads them into an initial encounter with some vocal three-eyed wolves 
before further adventures. [MG]

READ ALSO: Nimona by Noelle Stevenson

12-14
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VARIOUS 
WAR GIRLS
ANDERSEN PRESS 2014 (PBK) 252pp £7.99 ISBN 9781783440603

When World War I broke out, the level of destruction could not have been 
foreseen. War Girls is a selection of stories about how the war changed the 
lives of women in an era where the only expectation for them was marriage. 
Characters like Merle, Kate and Enid are some of the women who find 
themselves dealing with the consequences of war. What does it mean for their 
futures? These stories are poignantly written and illustrate how a war that was 
to end all wars changed the lives of women forever. [PM]

READ ALSO: Opal Plumstead by Jacqueline Wilson

KATHERINE WEBBER
WING JONES
WALKER BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 384pp £7.99 ISBN 9781406369090

Wing Jones comes from a long line of bold girls, including her Chinese 
Granny LaoLao and her Ghanian Granny Dee. Living in the shadow of her 
football hero brother, Wing becomes the target of the school bully. As her 
family struggle after a catastrophic accident leaves them with crippling medical 
bills and a changed future, Wing discovers her astonishing talent for running. 
Determined to use her talent to help her family, even at the risk of losing her 
first love, Wing overcomes many obstacles to prove herself a true bold girl. A 
direct writing style and a nuanced view of life and relationships bring depth to 
this rewarding read. [AG] 

READ ALSO: The Weight of Water by Sarah Crossan

SHEENA WILKINSON
STAR BY STAR
LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 180pp E9.00 ISBN 9781910411537

Set in 1918 against the backdrop of the flu epidemic, the Great War and 
the Irish struggle for independence, Star by Star is a novel that is full of 
hope. Themes of loss, grief, trauma and change are explored through Stella, 
a vulnerable, impulsive, feisty and thoroughly likeable heroine who is as 
concerned with fashion and making friends as she is with injustice and 
political causes. Wilkinson’s writing gives the novel a contemporary feel while 
being grounded in historical fact. It creates a sense of empowerment using the 
beautiful imagery of the night sky lighting up one star at a time, just as the 
course of history can be changed person by person. [BL]

READ ALSO: Name upon Name

12-14
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was born and raised in Dublin. Her books 
combine fantasy with political, humanitarian 
and philosophical themes. They’ve won numerous 
awards and have been included in The Irish Times 
best children’s books of the past twenty-five years.

For some people the word bold means 
naughty, a character trait to be punished and 
curbed. For some the word means brave, a 
character trait to be encouraged and praised.

When we are young, if we’re lucky, girls get 
to be bold in all the same ways boys do: we 
splash and mess and shout and run and hang 
upside-down from the monkey bars. We get 
the best of both worlds with our tutus and our 
tea parties and our karate and our science. 
But then something happens and suddenly 
the same behaviour that is rewarded in our 
brothers – outspokenness, assertiveness, self-
confidence and physicality – is disapproved 
of in us. We find ourselves dismissed as bossy, 
opinionated, pushy, selfish. 

One after another, doors start closing on us. 
Some are closed so quietly that they’re shut 
before we even know they exist – we may 
never fully understand what those doors 
have excluded us from. Some are slammed 
violently at the very last moment, shocking 
us, as until then we’d believed we’d as much 
right to walk through them as our brothers. 
Throughout our lives these doors will be 
many and varied, but they will all have one 
thing in common: they will be closed on us 
because we are not boys.

Let me tell you a true story. I wrote a book 
once, featuring a brash, outspoken, assertive, 
no-nonsense little character who takes no 
guff from anyone. I wrote two versions. 
In one version the character was a boy. In 
the other, the character was a girl. The two 
stories were exactly the same in every single 
way. The only thing I changed were the 
pronouns involved (‘he’ became ‘she’, ‘his’ 
became ‘hers’ and so on).

Readers loved the character as a boy.

Readers thoroughly disliked the same 
character as a girl. 

The same actions, the same dialogue, the 
same thought processes that made readers 
love the boy made them uncomfortable and 
disapproving of the girl. The discomfort was 
not prompted by anything that was said or 
done, but by whether or not it was said and 
done by a girl.

It was a shock to me to discover this prejudice 
not only in my normally open-minded 
readers, but also in myself. I realised that I’d 
had to force myself to think of a character as a 
boy before I could get them to behave the way 
I wanted.

I learned something from that. I learned that 
brave is brave, strong is strong, determined is 
determined. But sometimes the world refuses 
to see these things in a girl. Sometimes it 
refuses to allow these things. If that’s going 
to be the case, we bold girls must see these 
things in each other. We must witness each 
other’s boldness. We must support it. If 
doors are closed to us, we must open them for 
ourselves and for all the bold girls to come. 
We must acknowledge our own greatness 
and be unafraid and unashamed to say, ‘I am 
bold. I am a bold girl! Make of that what you 
will, world, because I’m not changing just to 
please you.’ 

CELINE KIERNAN

 
celinekiernan.wordpress.com

 
@Celine_Kiernan    

 
celine_kiernan
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is an award-winning writer of books and short 
stories for young readers. Her most recent book 
A Dangerous Crossing is a powerful and timely 
account of one boy’s flight out of Syria.

The wonder of reading and books were 
central to my childhood, and influenced me 
and those around me in ways I never realised. 
During regular childhood visits to my cousins 
in the midlands, I was always disappointed 
that their bedroom was shockingly bare of 
books. I would stare at the empty shelves and 
wonder how anyone could survive this way. 
Not even comics or annuals. Nothing. My 
own home was full of books, and I would read 
and reread my favourites endlessly. It wasn’t 
till years later that my cousins confided that 
they used to hide their books and comics 
before I arrived so I wouldn’t curl up in a 
corner for the day and not speak with them. 
Without anything to read, I had no choice but 
to spend my visits chatting or playing. 

I consumed every book I could get my hands 
on, and from my early years, my passion 
for children’s books was born. Between 
the pages of books, I discovered whole new 
worlds bursting with incredible people doing 
incredible things. I know how story has 
the power to profoundly change, expand, 
enrich and uplift the lives of young readers. 
I know what it’s like to be a child living in 
those imaginary worlds where the people 
and excitement and adventures are true 
and within reach. I stepped hand-in-hand 
through an old door and into an abandoned 
secret garden with curious and opinionated 
Mary in The Secret Garden; I wanted Dickon 
to teach me to whistle through a cherry stone. 
I walked beside red-haired orphan Fenella 
as she faced her fears and discovered new 
strengths in Come to the Circus!, and I longed 
to be orphaned, red-haired and forced to join 

a circus, just to show how brave and strong 
I could be. I sobbed with Jo March in Little 
Women when Beth died, and I wanted my own 
sister, just so she could die tragically from 
scarlet fever and I too could be stoic in my 
grief.

The lessons these fictional friends taught 
me were of how to be brave and resourceful 
when faced with challenges; tolerant and 
unafraid in the face of adversity and tragedy; 
adventurous and curious when experiencing 
something new. These are good lessons for 
any young girl growing up. And important 
lessons in light of this essential and vital 
BOLD GIRLS project. Girls and young 
women need to be unafraid to speak out. 
They need to believe in themselves and their 
own strengths. I knew I could be every bit as 
resourceful as Mrs Pepperpot if I suddenly 
found myself shrunken small as a pepperpot, 
and I would show the world that I could be as 
patient and tolerant as Myra in Apple Bough 
while we toured the world endlessly with our 
prodigiously talented brother.

Now, I can create exciting new worlds and 
incredible adventures for young readers 
to experience. That is the magic of writing 
for children. That is why I am proud and 
honoured to be part of the BOLD GIRLS 
project. 

JANE MITCHELL

 
janemitchell.ie

 
@JMitchellwriter
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Young Adult
CECELIA AHERN
FLAWED
HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 416pp £5.99 ISBN 9780008125127

Ahern’s YA debut, beginning a trilogy, is set in a dystopian future where 
individuals are physically branded as ‘flawed’ and made outcast if they make 
moral mistakes or ethical errors. The story follows teenager Celestine as she 
gradually transitions from perfect role model and devout citizen to sceptic, 
rule-breaker and rebel, risking everything to stand up for what she believes 
is right. Ironically, it is simple acts of compassion and honesty that mark her 
out as a traitor and a criminal. Paralleling other successful YA dystopian 
fiction, Flawed is a fast-paced mixture of rebellion and romance, driven by 
daring women. [SD]

READ ALSO: Perfect

SOPHIA BENNETT
FOLLOWING OPHELIA
STRIPES MARCH 2017 (PBK) 395pp £7.99 ISBN 9781847158109

Following Ophelia is a beautiful story, full of secrets, scandal, love and art. 
This first-person narrative follows Mary Adams as she defies the strict social 
rules of Victorian England, rejecting the limitations of her position as a 
scullery maid and as a woman in an oppressive system. Bennett introduces 
the reader to the Pre-Raphaelite world in London, where artists attempt to 
redefine the ideas of art and where Mary, with her red hair and green eyes, 
challenges the traditional Victorian idea of beauty. This book is brimming 
with passion and colour and inspires a new appreciation for the beauty and 
power of art. [ÓC] 

READ ALSO: Unveiling Venus 

HOLLY BLACK
THE COLDEST GIRL IN COLDTOWN
ORION CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2014 (PBK) 420pp £7.99 ISBN 9781780621715

Roll over Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Tara is in town. Written by the author 
of the Spiderwick Chronicles, this is not a book for the squeamish or faint 
hearted. The central character is a bold creation – brave, sarcastic, sensitive 
and very loyal – and the narrative is exciting, often violent. The setting is 
very well imagined and brilliantly described – a real future nightmare of 
a place. Quick paced, thought provoking, a bit graphic and grisly. This is 
definitely one for all vampire addicts. [MO’R] 

READ ALSO: The Darkest Part of the Forest
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Young Adult
HOLLY BOURNE
WHAT’S A GIRL GOTTA DO?
USBORNE 2016 (PBK) 432pp £7.99 ISBN 9781474915021

Lottie initiates the #Vagilante vlog – a month-long project in which she, 
with the help of FemSoc and the Spinster Club, vows to call out every single 
instance of sexism she encounters, using humour and creativity to make her 
stand. Unsurprisingly, she must tackle fierce backlash from peers and trolls. 
Lottie is fiery, smart and ambitious, but also fallible and vulnerable. Bourne 
skilfully explores the complexities, contradictions and frustrations of being 
a teen feminist. Yet she never patronises or preaches, ensuring that politics 
are offset with comedy and drama – subplots concern friendship, romance, 
academia and family. Sharp, honest and laugh-out-loud funny. [SD]

READ ALSO: Am I Normal Yet?; The Manifesto on How to be Interesting

T.S. EASTON
GIRLS CAN’T HIT
HOT KEY BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 304pp £6.99 ISBN 9781471406102

Fleur Waters has never thought of herself as a powerful girl. And she 
certainly never thought she’d be stepping into a boxing ring. But as it 
happens, it’s not just life in general that’s full of surprises. Easton’s novel 
takes an exuberant joy in turning stereotypes on their heads. The reader 
follows Fleur on a journey of self-discovery and empowerment that is as 
engaging as it is relatable. Her first-person narration is witty and inventive 
and packs as much of a punch as Fleur herself. An empowering story about 
friendship, feminism and treading your own path. [BL] 

READ ALSO: Remix by Non Pratt

RYAN GRAUDIN
WOLF BY WOLF
ORION CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 320pp £7.99 ISBN 9781780622064

The subject of cruel experiments in a concentration camp in a world where 
the Nazis won World War II, eighteen-year-old Yael develops the ability to 
shape-shift. After escaping, she becomes involved in a plan to kill Hitler, 
hoping to get close to him by winning a gruelling motorcycle race from 
Berlin to Tokyo. Rich description and authentic detail combine with 
thoughtful characters, conflicted and challenged with a variety of moral 
quandaries. Yael’s relationships with her fellow racers twist and turn like the 
paths of the bikes through the story, while the plot is well-structured and the 
action fast-paced. [OMcG] 

READ ALSO: Blood for Blood
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Young Adult
FRANCES HARDINGE 
THE LIE TREE
MACMILLAN 2015 (PBK) 416pp £7.99 ISBN 9781447264101 

The Lie Tree is the story of Faith and her family, who move to the island of 
Vale after her father’s once widely lauded work comes under scrutiny. Faith, 
the resourceful protagonist of The Lie Tree, is a teenage girl with a brilliant 
mind and a passion for natural science. But she is told by her society, and 
her own father, that a girl ‘cannot be brave, or clever, or skilled as a boy can’. 
This book, with its quietly rebellious and strong lead and its examination 
of women’s place in society, is a tense, dark and engaging read by a skilled 
storyteller. [LB] 

READ ALSO: Cuckoo Song

ALWYN HAMILTON
REBEL OF THE SANDS
FABER & FABER 2016 (PBK) 368pp £7.99 ISBN 9780571325252

In a society where women have no power, Amani fears her uncle’s plans for 
her future. She gambles everything in a desperate bid for freedom. But her 
actions lead her to an encounter with a stranger that makes her question 
which path she should take. A thrilling adventure in a desert landscape 
steeped in magic reminiscent of the Arabian Nights, Rebel of the Sands is 
almost impossible to put down. The plotline particularly highlights the 
oppression of women as the book races to its breathtaking climax. This 
is a stunning read for young adults looking for adventure, romance and 
magic. [RS] 

READ ALSO: Traitor to the Throne; Hero at the Fall

CATHERINE JOHNSON
THE CURIOUS TALE OF THE LADY CARABOO 
CORGI BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 288pp £7.99 ISBN 9780552557634

Who is this mysterious and fearless girl who speaks an unknown language? 
A princess from a far-off land? A confidence trickster out to steal? Whoever 
Caraboo is she brings intrigue and amusement to the lives of the ladies at 
Knole Park. Based on a true story, Johnson explores the expectations and the 
place of women in the nineteenth century, at times in shocking detail, and 
focuses on the contrasts between the classes.  From the beginning Johnson’s 
attention to detail and turn of phrase draws the reader into this unusual story 
and reveals the often hypocritical expectations of a patriarchal society. [MV]

READ ALSO: Beyond the Wall by Tanya Landman
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Young Adult
TANYA LANDMAN
BUFFALO SOLDIER 
WALKER BOOKS 2014 (PBK) 368pp £7.99 ISBN 9781406314595

Sometimes life is about digging deep to find the will to keep putting one 
weary foot in front of the other. Buffalo Soldier is inspired by a true story of 
bravery in the face of cruel inequality. The author brings Charlotte alive 
with a unique narrative style that takes you on her journey posing as a 
haunted man in the army, battling for the illusion of freedom. Layers of 
uncomfortable history are peeled back to leave young adult readers gripped 
by Charlotte’s heart-breaking losses while clinging on to her raw hope and 
inspired by her sheer desire to survive. [JJK]

READ ALSO: Lies We Tell Ourselves by Robin Talley

E. LOCKHART
GENUINE FRAUD
HOT KEY BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 320pp £7.99 ISBN 9781471407123

E. Lockhart’s back with another gripping tale of mystery and suspense 
which will leave you on the edge of your seat. A case of mistaken identity 
escalates into obsession and revenge at breath-taking speed. Jule is a master 
of disguise; cool, calculating and incredibly shrewd, she sheds her skin and 
continues to reinvent herself in order to step into the shoes of her so-called 
best friend, Imogen. With incredible cinematic descriptions of London, San 
Francisco and New York, as well as an exceptional plot, it’s no surprise that 
this psychological thriller has been optioned. Highly recommended. [SQ]

READ ALSO: The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks

MARIE LU
WARCROSS
PENGUIN 2017 (HBK) 368pp £12.99 ISBN 9780241321423

Emika Chan has taken care of herself for years, staying under the radar. 
But when she takes a risk and hacks into the opening game of Warcross, a 
virtual gaming championship, she accidentally reveals herself to the world. 
Whisked off to Tokyo to meet Hideo Tanaka, the game’s creator, she finds 
herself thrown into a murky world of spies, the dark web and hidden secrets. 
Who can she trust? With hints of a sequel to come, this is a book for any 
keen coder, gamer or independent young woman looking to see herself on 
the page. [KM] 

READ ALSO: the Legend trilogy
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Young Adult
SARAH J. MAAS
A COURT OF THORNS AND ROSES
BLOOMSBURY CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 432pp £7.99 ISBN 9781408857861

Feyre must hunt to help feed and clothe her family, so when she discovers 
a wolf about to attack her prey, she doesn’t hesitate to kill him. But it 
turns out this was no ordinary wolf, and according to an ancient treaty 
between humans and the High Fae of Prythian her life is forfeit in his place. 
Throughout the story Feyre teaches us that it can take as much strength and 
bravery to learn to trust and possibly love others as it does to rely solely on 
your own abilities. An epic adventure that will appeal to older teens. [MBT]

READ ALSO: The Court of Thorns and Roses series; Throne of Glass series

JENNIFER MATHIEU
MOXIE
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 400pp £7.99 ISBN 9781444940633

Inspired by her mom’s riot grrrl past, the quiet and composed Vivian fights 
back against sexism at her school by creating a zine called Moxie. Vivian’s 
high school in a conservative part of Texas worships football and its players 
above all else. The players throw their weight around at school and their sexist 
remarks and dismissive behaviour go unchecked. By creating Moxie and asking 
girls to fight back, Vivian unites the female students and gives girls a voice 
that must be listened to. This is a fantastic book about family and female 
friendships, and it shows that feminism is a force that benefits us all. [LO’H]

READ ALSO: Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson

SALLY NICHOLLS
THINGS A BRIGHT GIRL CAN DO
ANDERSEN PRESS 2018 (PBK) 432pp £7.99 ISBN 9781783446735 

The message to be drawn from this marvellous historical novel is that history 
is about everyone. Nicholls’s three protagonists, from very different social 
milieus but all involved in aspects of the suffrage movement in London, 
demonstrate different types of feminism in the lead-up to and during World 
War I. Like much of the literature about 1916, this book raises questions 
about historiography and how the experience of women was written out of 
history for much of the twentieth century. Drawing heavily on the writings 
of Vera Brittain and Sylvia Pankhurst, among others, Nicholls has created a 
compelling and moving narrative. Compulsory reading. [AB] 

READ ALSO: Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein
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Young Adult
ÉILÍS NÍ DHUIBHNE
AISLING NÓ INÍON A
COIS LIFE 2015 (BOG) 200lch €10.00 ISBN 9781907494499

Seo scéal Aisling, bean óg atá ag streachailt le ceisteanna tábhachtacha 
ár linne, an ginmhilleadh agus deighilt an phobail ina thaobh ach go 
háirithe. Scéal faoi theacht in aois é ina dtosaíonn déagóir ag smaoineamh 
faoina cuid tuairimí féin in ionad leanúint léi ag glacadh le tuairimíocht a 
muintire. Tugann an t-údar sampla anseo de thoradh ár ndlíthe i dtaobh an 
ghinmhillte in Éirinn de ar chailín amháin ar bhealach an-phearsanta. Is 
féidir leis an léitheoir cuid dá triail a thuiscint. Leabhar tábhachtach é seo 
chun comhrá a thosú faoi cheisteanna conspóideacha ach ábhartha agus 
tábhachtacha ár linne. [LNicanB]

LEIGH FREISIN: Like Other Girls by Claire Hennessy

LOUISE O’NEILL
THE SURFACE BREAKS
SCHOLASTIC MAY 2018 (HBK) 320pp £12.99 ISBN 9781407185538

O’Neill reimagines ‘The Little Mermaid’ through her signature feminist lens, 
updating the classic fairy tale to a contemporary setting with Irish touches. 
Gaia is a young mermaid who dreams of freedom from the domineering men 
in her life. Like her long-departed mother, she is deeply curious about life on 
land, despite the severe disapproval of her father, the Sea King. On her first 
swim to the surface, Gaia finds herself desperately drawn towards a young 
human man. Sacrificing her voice and drastically altering her body, Gaia sets 
out to seek her beloved and locate her mother. Dark, intense and thought-
provoking. [ED]

READ ALSO: Cinder by Marissa Meyer

AMY REED 
THE NOWHERE GIRLS
ATOM BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 416pp £7.99 ISBN 9780349003078

Grace, Rosina and Erin. These are the Nowhere Girls but they’re really every 
girl. Brought together by the idea that they might somehow have the power 
to affect the traumatic narrative of a girl they have never met, the three take 
on not just a town but also a culture as they fight to change the perspectives 
of a community. Told from a multiplicity of viewpoints, Reed’s narrative is 
brutal and honest, compelling and powerful, peopled with complex, relatable 
protagonists, each with a message about consent and sexuality that will never 
fail to be relevant. [BL] 

READ ALSO: The Exact Opposite of Okay by Laura Steven
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Young Adult
DEIRDRE SULLIVAN illustrated by KAREN VAUGHAN 
TANGLEWEED AND BRINE
LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS 2017 (HBK) 180pp €16.00 ISBN 9781910411926

A fantastic collection of short stories, based on fairy tales we all know and 
love, told from the perspectives of women in the stories. Don’t expect to 
always know which character’s perspective you are listening to; there are 
twists and turns to be found in these beautifully told adaptations, where 
heroines and villainesses alike give their own views. Some themes are adult, 
and in particular involve mature relationships. The plots are not what you 
expect, the language is beautifully descriptive and the characters are brave, 
resilient and realistic, which altogether made this book an absolute pleasure 
to read. [LC]

READ ALSO: Tender Morsels by Margo Lanagan

LYDIA SYSON 
LIBERTY’S FIRE
HOT KEY BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 368pp £7.99 ISBN 9781471403675

This beautiful tale of love, set in Paris during the civil war, tells of Zephyrine, 
a teenage girl who is facing tough times after losing her grandmother. She 
soon becomes enraptured by the Commune’s ideas. Anatole, a violinist, 
meets and falls in love with her and quickly becomes wrapped up in her and 
her politics. The story deals significantly with the treatment of women at 
the time, the roles they played and also the class divide. The characters are 
very passionate and it is this passion that determines their paths. This is an 
emotionally charged, captivating and shocking read. [DM] 

READ ALSO: All the Truth That’s in Me by Julie Berry

ANGIE THOMAS
THE HATE U GIVE
WALKER BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 448pp £7.99 ISBN 9781406372151

Meet sixteen-year-old Starr, a girl on the cusp of change. She lives in a poor 
neighbourhood but attends a posh school. How do these two worlds co-exist? 
Can they co-exist? When Starr is the only witness to a fatal shooting by a 
police officer, is silence a better option, or should she speak out? Who can 
she confide in and how will she be true to a friend? A truly atmospheric read 
that deals with the choices society forces on some and the consequences of 
those actions. [PM] 

READ ALSO: Indigo Donut by Patrice Lawrence
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Young Adult
MAGGIE THRASH
HONOR GIRL
WALKER BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 272pp £7.99 ISBN 9780763687557

This engaging graphic memoir is set in a summer camp where Maggie, 
fourteen-going-on-fifteen, meets Erin, a slightly older camp counsellor, and 
falls for her. The emotions Maggie feels are explored in detail, showing 
how embarrassing and anxiety-inducing love can be. Maggie’s ability at 
shooting and her obsession with the Backstreet Boys also contribute to her 
experiences that summer, along with how her attraction is understood and 
dealt with by camp staff, friends and fellow attendees. The main story is 
bookended by an encounter with Erin a few years later, which shows Maggie’s 
continuing inner debate about love and orientation. [MG]

READ ALSO: Girlhood by Cat Clarke

MARIA TURTSCHANINOFF translated by ANNIE PRIME
MARESI 
PUSHKIN PRESS 2017 (PBK) 256pp £7.99 ISBN 9781782690924

Maresi is a novice at the Red Abbey, devoted to the service of the First 
Mother. On the island of Menos, this all-female community live in harmony, 
supporting each other and passing down ancient knowledge. Maresi is 
familiar with the rhythms and rituals of life at the Abbey. Then Jai arrives 
on the island, scarred by her dark past. With Maresi’s help, Jai settles in, but 
she knows the men who have hurt her will stop at nothing to find her. A 
gripping tale of female friendship, imbued with magic and folklore. The first 
in a trilogy, translated from Finnish. [JD] 

READ ALSO: the Red Abbey Chronicles series

PETERNELLE VAN ARSDALE 
THE BEAST IS AN ANIMAL
SIMON & SCHUSTER 2017 (PBK) 352pp £7.99 ISBN 9781471160455

Alys was only seven when soul-eating twins came to her village and changed 
her life forever. As time passes, she realises she was spared because she is like 
them somehow and this could be the key to keeping the surrounding villages 
and all those she cares for safe. Alys is a strong female protagonist facing an 
inner struggle, while always striving to make the best of her situation. This 
is a beautifully dark and captivating fairy tale that shows there is a place 
for good and evil in everyone, but that does not necessarily define the 
person. [DM] 

READ ALSO: One by Sarah Crossan
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is an author and illustrator of more than 40 
books, mainly for preschoolers. Besides working, 
she loves hiking, yoga, dogs, reading, tea and cof-
fee with (or without) friends. 

My childhood family life encompassed art 
to a certain degree. We drew, we painted, 
we made things. There were art books in 
the house, to be discovered rather than 
discussed. My father brought paper and 
pencils home from work and built toys from 
interlocking matchboxes. My parents read 
a lot, and so did I and most of my siblings, 
yet, bizarre as it seems to me now, we didn’t 
belong to a library. Books were my main 
escape, as I remember it, and were also, of 
course, a huge delight.

My mind tends to create visually, and 
sometimes visual ideas are difficult to 
explain, and therefore, I think, hard to sell. 
Editors often have a stronger verbal than 
visual bias, and they are the first professional 
people to meet a book idea and the first 
people you need to champion your book 
(besides yourself). 

But developing ideas is a lot of fun, and 
I’m resigned to not publishing some of my 
favourites. It’s tricky trying to make a living 
through books, but it’s a good life. It’s a 
female world, children’s publishing. I don’t 
mean that female writers, illustrators or 
characters are favoured, but that women 
have a big presence in the world of children’s 
books. Librarians tend to be female, as do 
primary school teachers, childminders, 
editors and designers of preschool books. 

Yet male protagonists are still our default. 
Most regularly, when people read one of my 
gender-neutral preschool books, they assume 
that the penguin-child, for example, is a boy, 
and the penguin-adult is his mother. A blurb 
for one of my books, Caterpillar’s Wish, refers 

to Caterpillar as ‘he’ instead of ‘she’. None of 
us picked up the error pre-publication. When 
I do assign gender, I tend to have female 
protagonists, but that is a decision each  
time – I too can have the cultural bias of 
seeing boys as central, and I try to address 
that consciously. 

My work life is untidy – there are dogs 
mooching about, bits of paper, ideas that will 
never be published. I stick up little images I’ve 
doodled, or found images that I love. I work 
in different spots: the kitchen table is good 
for play (maybe because, as children, we used 
the kitchen table as our creative hub), bed is 
good for an hour’s writing on a rainy day in 
the west, and final art tweaks and edits are at 
my computer in my workroom. My workroom 
is always in the most boring room of my 
house; I find it impossible to develop ideas 
sitting at the sea, for example. I am too easily 
distracted by a bird, a house, a running dog. 

The life suits me, being self-directed and 
exploratory, and I don’t mind (much) the 
insecurity and unstable income. That’s part 
of the deal, and is becoming more so. People 
say you need to be disciplined to be a writer; 
I think ‘motivated’ is a better word. And 
when an idea steps into your path, that’s your 
motivation.

MARY MURPHY 

 
marymurphy.ie
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has won a range of awards for children’s and YA 
fiction. Daideo and Hata Zú Mhamó both won Irish 
Language Book of the Year. Daideo also won a 
CBI Book of the Year fiction award and Literacy 
Association of Ireland Book of the Year. 

One of the greatest sounds of my childhood 
was the sound of the library van pulling up 
at the gate of Ballagh National School in Co. 
Tipperary. The ‘big’ boys and girls (from 
fifth and sixth class) carried out the trays of 
books from the library shelves. These senior 
students had the privilege of choosing the 
next hundred books. My life and my world 
depended on their ability to choose wisely. 

I thought my turn would never come to be a 
big girl. My father was an avid reader  
and – compared to many – ours was a bookish 
house. Yet, living out the country – much too 
far for the town library – I could never get 
enough books. I loved the touch, the smell, 
the texture of the school library books. 
I would stare for ages at the cover before 
turning a single page so that I could imagine 
the people and events inside.

Finally, my turn came. Finally, I was a ‘big 
girl’. I remember the back doors of the 
library van opening and gazing in wonder 
at the bakery-style trays of books inside. I 
remember the excitement of holding Arthur 
Ransome’s Swallows and Amazons in my 
hands. I remember smelling it and wondering 
what the map on the cover meant. When we 
got inside the school, I hid it at the back so it 
wouldn’t be snapped up by anybody else! That 
night, I read under the covers by the light of 
an old flash lamp until the battery began to 
fade and die. For days, I camped with my dolls 
under an old curtain. I sailed in a wooden 
crate borrowed from the shed.

My aim was always to read the full hundred 
books before the next visit from the van. I had 
no measure of what was good or bad. As far as 

I was concerned, they were books. That was 
enough for me. There was no such thing as 
a bad book so I read without judgement and 
every character in every story became me or 
my imaginary friend. I was William, I was the 
lisping Violet Elizabeth. Apart from Timmy 
the Dog, I was every one of the Famous Five 
and Secret Seven. (The neighbour’s dog was a 
willing Timmy.) 

Living in a relatively remote area with few 
children around, the characters took the 
place of real friends. I was never lonely while 
I – Heidi – chased an imaginary Peter or 
helped an imaginary Clara to step away from 
her wheelchair. I was quite happy chasing 
smugglers and robbers with the Famous Five 
and Secret Seven. I wrote new stories in my 
head and created new adventures for all my 
imaginary friends. 

These were the friends that ultimately gave 
me the courage, the belief, to go on to create 
my own characters and to allow them to 
create their own stories. These were the 
characters that helped me to become a bold 
girl! 

ÁINE Ní GHLINN 
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Non-Fiction
ÉLISABETH BRAMI illustrated by ESTELLE BILLON-SPAGNOL 
translated by ROGER BENNETT and SIOBHÁN PARKINSON
DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF GIRLS/ 
DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF BOYS
LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS 2017 (HBK) 64pp e15 ISBN 9781910411278

This celebratory flip-book with its quirky list of ‘invented rights’ and lively, 
riotous illustrations promoting equality and individuality makes the reader 
stop and examine what can often be alarmingly deep preconceived ideas. 
Look no further than children’s clothes shops and toyshops if you are not 
convinced! It is an upbeat and ultimately empowering book, especially for 
young children to share with parents – the earlier the better, in order to nip 
simplistic gender stereotypes in the bud. Definitely recommended for every 
home, classroom and library in the country as Ireland celebrates the twenty-
fifth anniversary of the ratification of the UN Convention of the Rights of 
the Child. (Age 2–4, 5–8) [MK] 

KATE PANKHURST
FANTASTICALLY GREAT WOMEN  
WHO CHANGED THE WORLD
BLOOMSBURY CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 32pp £6.99 ISBN 9781408876985

A fantastic introduction for younger readers to some amazing women 
throughout history, with the author’s own stunning illustrations throughout. 
Women featured include Anne Frank, Coco Chanel and, of course, the 
author’s ancestor Emmeline Pankhurst. Brilliantly informative and also great 
fun, this will make for some fabulous bedtime reading for younger children, 
while more confident readers will find a treasure trove of information. An 
empowering, informative and colourful book that will encourage young 
readers to follow their dreams. (Age 4–8) [LR] 

READ ALSO: She Persisted Around the World by Chelsea Clinton and 
Alexandra Boiger

MATTHEW CLARK SMITH illustrated by MATT TAVARES
LIGHTER THAN AIR
WALKER BOOKS 2017 (HBK) 32pp £11.99 ISBN 9780763677329 

Lighter than Air is a beautiful and inspiring true story about the first female 
pilot, Sophie Blanchard. The book is set in eighteenth-century France and it 
follows Sophie’s life in her small coastal town to her daring adventures as an 
adult. The book is an inspiring tale for young girls as Sophie follows a career 
path that she loves and, through her daring sky shows, becomes financially 
independent. The illustrations, although a little old-fashioned, have some 
truly beautiful scenes. It is an incredible story about a woman who follows 
her dreams and refuses to give up what she loves despite social conventions. 
(Age 5–8) [KL] 
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Non-Fiction
MA ISABEL SÁNCHEZ VEGARA illustrated by GEE FAN ENG 
translated by EMMA MARTINEZ
LITTLE PEOPLE, BIG DREAMS: FRIDA KAHLO
FRANCES LINCOLN 2016 (HBK) 32pp £9.99 ISBN 9781847807700

Long overshadowed by the artistic success of her husband, muralist 
Diego Rivera, Mexican artist Frida Kahlo only achieved worldwide fame 
twenty years after her death, a fame that has since earned itself the label 
‘Fridamania’. This book looks back to the beginning of young Frida’s life in 
Mexico and follows her into adulthood. Kahlo’s life is scarred by hardships 
and the text does a great job in mentioning some of them with a very 
light touch, leaving the illustrations to convey some of the more dramatic 
information. An emotional biography that reads like a story, this is truly 
empowering and inspirational. (Age 5–8) [JS]

READ ALSO: the rest of the Little People, BIG DREAMS series

ELENA FAVILLI and FRANCESCA CAVALLO  
illustrated by 60 INTERNATIONAL FEMALE ARTISTS
GOOD NIGHT STORIES FOR REBEL GIRLS
PARTICULAR BOOKS 2017 (HBK) 224pp £20 ISBN 9780141986005 

This crowdfunded bedtime collection trades fairy-tale princesses for real-life 
heroines, innovators and barrier-breakers. The all-female creative team aims 
to inspire young girls to dream big and live boldly, offering profiles of a 
hundred inspirational women from the past and present, alongside striking 
full-page portraits. There is a brilliant variety to the nationalities, ethnicities 
and professions of those profiled, creating a thrilling sense of possibility. 
The profiles are very brief, and the language is accessible and engaging, 
complemented by a fairy-tale lilt. The reader is even invited to make their 
own rebel profile! Beautifully produced, this really is one to treasure!  
(Age 6+) [ED]

READ ALSO: Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls 2

HELEN HANCOCKS
ELLA QUEEN OF JAZZ
FRANCES LINCOLN 2017 (HBK) 32pp £11.99 ISBN 9781847809186 

An uplifting tale of female friendship and solidarity. When Ella Fitzgerald 
was turned away from singing in ‘the biggest joint in town’ due to her colour, 
a friend she didn’t know she had stepped in. ‘You must book Ella Fitzgerald,’ 
she told the club. ‘If she plays I will sit at the front every night for all the 
people and the paparazzi in town to see.’ That woman was Marilyn Monroe. 
Ella was a huge hit and the women became firm friends, Ella helping Marilyn 
to find her own singing voice. A wonderful book with striking illustrations 
in vibrant colour. (Age 6+) [SW] 
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Non-Fiction
LAUREL SNYDER illustrated by JULIE MORSTAD
SWAN: THE LIFE AND DANCE OF ANNA PAVLOVA
CHRONICLE BOOKS 2015 (HBK) 52pp £12.99 ISBN 9781452118901

This fully illustrated book tells the story of the life of ballerina Anna 
Pavlova. Although a work of non-fiction, it has the feel of a luxurious 
picturebook and Morstad’s illustrations are evocative and fresh. Indeed, the 
illustrations are a core strength of the title, effectively conveying a sense of 
time and place. Those looking for a more straightforward biography of the 
dancer and the historical context may be distracted by the lyrical text but the 
author includes a substantial biographical note for fact fans. (Age 6–8) [MW]

AMY NOVESKY illustrated by ISABELLE ARSENAULT
CLOTH LULLABY:  
THE WOVEN LIFE OF LOUISE BOURGEOIS
ABRAMS BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 2016 (HBK) 40pp £12.99 ISBN 9781419718816

Poetic, warm and very clever, Cloth Lullaby wonderfully retraces the life of 
French artist Louise Bourgeois, from her childhood in the family tapestry-
restoration workshop to the galleries of New York’s MOMA. Novesky and 
Arsenault explore the themes and motives that have run through Bourgeois’s 
life and artistic practice and stitch them together in a beautiful object. 
The text is rhythmic, subtle and begs to be read aloud. The mixed-media 
illustrations range from the descriptive to the symbolic with no apparent 
effort. Bourgeois emerges from the pages not only in spirit but also through a 
handful of well-chosen verbal and visual quotes. Highly recommended.  
(Ages 6–8, 8–10) [JS]

RACHEL IGNOTOFSKY
WOMEN IN SCIENCE: 50 FEARLESS PIONEERS WHO 
CHANGED THE WORLD
WREN AND ROOK 2017 (HBK) 128pp £12.99 ISBN 9781526360519

This remarkable debut by author–illustrator Rachel Ignotofsky begins with 
the line ‘nothing says trouble like a woman in trousers’ and highlights some 
well-known and many unfamiliar names of women in STEM. Ignotofsky’s 
writing is factual, yet not overtly heavy on difficult data, and still inspires, 
showing how each remarkable pioneer began as a girl. The book is a visual 
treat, where candy-coloured graphics and stylised representations of each 
scientist jump off the pages. Packed with facts about women who discovered 
galaxies, cured diseases and risked their lives, Ignotofsky offers new names to 
whet the appetite of keen readers. (Age 7–10) [OH]
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Non-Fiction
RACHEL IGNOTOFSKY
WOMEN IN SPORT: 
50 FEARLESS ATHLETES WHO PLAYED TO WIN
WREN AND ROOK 2018 (HBK) 128pp £12.99 ISBN 9781526360922

This follow-up to Ignotofsky’s extraordinary book about women in science 
introduces young readers to over a century of women in sport. From women 
who competed in male events to record-breaking swimmers, from referees 
to coaches, and from famous names to lesser-known sporting heroines, 
Ignotofsky does not shirk from the difficulties these women faced to become 
the best. A fascinating book that reminds girls how powerful and capable 
women can be in the face of adversity, across all sporting genres. Packed with 
Ignotofsky’s notable portraits, remarkable facts and inspiring quotes, this is a 
must-have for any bold girl. (Age 7–10) [OH] 

LIBBY JACKSON  
illustrated by STUDENTS AT LONDON COLLEGE OF COMMUNICATION
A GALAXY OF HER OWN:  
AMAZING STORIES OF WOMEN IN SPACE
CENTURY 2017 (HBK) 144pp £16.99 ISBN 9781780898360

This book is ‘herstory’ at its finest, an engrossing book about fifty women 
involved in the space industry. Libby Jackson, who has worked at the UK 
and European space agencies, notes that her selection focused on women 
who refused to be limited by any barriers that society tried to place in 
their way. Meet the astronauts, mathematicians, engineers, nutritionists, 
biologists, specialist seamstresses and software experts who all followed their 
dreams despite the odds. Beautifully produced, the book includes a brilliant 
introduction by Libby, a handy timeline and terrific student portraits that 
add diversity and drama to these remarkable and empowering biographies. 
(Age 8+) [MK]

SARAH WEBB illustrated by LAUREN O’NEILL
BLAZING A TRAIL: REMARKABLE IRISH WOMEN WHO 
CHANGED THE WORLD
THE O'BRIEN PRESS OCTOBER 2018 (HBK) 64pp e16.99 ISBN 9781788490047

Blazing a Trail is a much needed mini-encyclopedia of Mná na hÉireann. 
Covered in the book are athletes, artists, scientists, teachers, politicians and 
activists, from the sixteenth century to the present day. The layout emulates 
other similar books with an easy-to-digest page of concise text opposite a 
crisp and expressive full-colour portrait. Though the text on each woman 
is brief, in each case it is supported by fun facts and an inspirational quote, 
making it a pacy read. This book is very interesting, deeply researched and 
beautifully illustrated. (Age 8+) [MAS]
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Non-Fiction
JONAH WINTER illustrated by STACY INNERST
RUTH BADER GINSBURG: 
THE CASE OF RBG VS. INEQUALITY
ABRAMS BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 2017 (HBK) 42pp £12.99 ISBN 9781419725593

This is a brilliant book about one of the most important women in modern 
history. It tells of a seemingly average Jewish girl becoming an extraordinarily 
significant woman through perseverance, hard work and truth to her beliefs. 
The full colour, traditional illustrations are emotive and sophisticated, 
complimenting a factual writing style. At the end is a helpful glossary and 
an interesting author’s note. It lets children know that education cannot be 
taken for granted, reading is of monumental importance and standing up for 
justice is the most worthwhile thing a person can do. (Age 8+) [MAS]

KATHERINE HALLIGAN illustrated by SARAH WALSH
HERSTORY: 50 WOMEN AND GIRLS  
WHO SHOOK THE WORLD
NOSY CROW DATE (HBK) 112pp £18.99 ISBN 9781788001380

This book tells the stories of amazing women (and young girls), some 
well-known and others less so, who have inspired others to see the world 
differently. Each woman’s story and her achievements and impact in the 
world are described, together with a blend of inspirational quotations, 
photos and objects associated with their lives and work. Halligan’s 
storytelling is enhanced by Sarah Walsh’s illustrations and even the most 
famous lives seem fresh, waiting for a new generation of young women to be 
inspired to dream big and aim high. (Age 8–10, 10–12) [SM]

READ ALSO: Little Leaders: Bold Women in Black History by Vashti Harrison

FIONA ROBINSON
ADA’S IDEAS: THE STORY OF ADA LOVELACE, THE 
WORLD’S FIRST COMPUTER PROGRAMMER
ABRAMS BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 2016 (HBK) 40pp £9.99 ISBN 9781419718724

Ada Lovelace was born in England in 1815. Her mother was Anne Milbanke, 
a wealthy mathematician, and her father was the famous poet Lord Byron. 
Despite an overbearing mother, an absent father and prolonged childhood 
illness, Ava rose to intellectual brilliance. The giant steam-powered engines 
of the industrial revolution fascinated her. Inspired by like-minded creative 
people, especially Charles Babbage, Ada invented an algorithm that 
became the program for Babbage’s first computer. Robinson’s watercolour 
illustrations cut out and assembled at different depths give a striking 3-D 
effect. A beautifully illustrated, accessible book, which does justice to this 
somewhat neglected inventor. (Age 8–12) [IB]
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Non-Fiction
LOUISE KAY STEWART illustrated by EVE LLOYD KNIGHT
REBEL VOICES: THE RISE OF VOTES FOR WOMEN
WREN & ROOK 2018 (HBK) 48pp £12.99 ISBN 9781526300232

This book refuses to conform, starting by rebelling against gendered book 
design. How women are disempowered by gendering and stereotyping is 
demonstrated positively by a whistle-stop tour of the women’s suffrage 
movement from its first success in New Zealand in 1893 and on around 
the world. Readers will be captivated by stories of female activism that will 
inspire new recruits to the women’s rights movement. Hard as it is to believe, 
the global fight for women’s right to vote is not over yet, and since the year 
2000, six countries have granted their female citizens the right to vote – want 
to know which ones? Read this book! (Ages 8–10, 10–12) [SM] 

ELLEN BAILEY illustrated by SOPHIE BEER
I AM A WONDER WOMAN
BUSTER BOOKS APRIL 2018 (PBK) 128pp £9.99 ISBN 9781780555515

This biographical anthology quite literally encourages readers to take action: 
it’s an activity book. There’s one for each wonderful woman – e.g. how to 
make a book with the Brontë sisters, and an example of Jane Goodall’s 
chimp sign language. It’s a good way of going from page to practice. Some 
of the activities are a little bizarre, such as making an algorithm like Ada 
Lovelace, but in this case for a cheese sandwich recipe, or answering a 
questionnaire to determine whether you could be a spy like Brita Tott. Still, 
it makes you wonder … (Age 9–11) [CK]

READ ALSO: Anthology of Amazing Women: Trailblazers Who Dared to Be 
Different by Sandra Lawrence and Nathan Collins

MICHELLE ROEHM McCANN and AMELIE WELDEN
GIRLS WHO ROCKED THE WORLD
SIMON & SCHUSTER 2017 (PBK) 256pp £6.99 ISBN 9781471171017

A great collection of short biographies of women throughout history who in 
various different ways rocked the system, in a variety of fields such as politics, 
art, sport and literature. There are familiar characters, such as the Brontë 
sisters and Indira Gandhi, but there are also many women that deserve to be 
more widely known, such as archaeologist Mary Leakey, who made discoveries 
that revolutionised theories of when humans first walked upright. There are 
also a number of quotes throughout the book from young women about their 
hopes, their ambitions and how they intend to rock the world. (Age 9–11) [LR] 
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Non-Fiction
FIONA GORDON and KATE LIVINGSTON  
illustrated by CLARE FORREST
THE MIGHTY WOMEN OF SCIENCE ALPHABET BOOK
BLACK HEARTED PRESS 2016 (PBK) 48pp £9.99 ISBN 9781910775066

This is an A to Z of scientific women, from Astronaut to Zoologist. They’re 
interspersed with comic-book interviews with some of the contemporary 
women included, who give more detailed explanations of space exploration 
and robot invention. The most famous figures are present – Marie Curie 
and Jane Goodall – but many women are less well-known. This alphabet 
recognises them with playful and colourful illustrations and brief but concise 
summaries of their work. There could be even more detail; there could 
be even more women included. But that would require a longer English 
alphabet and, unfortunately, that hasn’t been discovered yet. (Age 9–12) [CK]

SIOBHÁN PARKINSON illustrated by Bren Luke
ROCKING THE SYSTEM: FEARLESS AND AMAZING IRISH 
WOMEN WHO MADE HISTORY
LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS 2018 (HBK) 208pp €15.00 ISBN 9781910411964

This book celebrates twenty remarkable Irish women, their achievements and 
their impact on society. The biographies are organised chronologically by 
birth year, from mythical Queen Medhbh to athlete Sonia O’Sullivan. Each 
opens with a sketch derived from a portrait photograph and a single-sentence 
summary of their claim to fame. Their lives and the historical context of the 
struggles they overcame are discussed in a multi-page essay. Break-out boxes 
interrupt with interesting asides, poetry quotations and short articles on 
family and friends. A summarising timeline concludes each excellent profile. 
An educational, eye-opening introduction to a selection of inspirational Irish 
heroines. (Ages 9–11, 12–16) [HP]

PATRICIA HRUBY POWELL illustrated by CHRISTIAN ROBINSON  
JOSEPHINE: THE DAZZLING LIFE OF JOSEPHINE BAKER
CHRONICLE BOOKS 2014 (HBK) 104pp £10.99 ISBN 9781452103143

‘Josephine, all RAZZMATAZZ, erupted into the Roaring Twenties – a 
VOLCANO.’ Josephine is a remarkable book that captures the vim of an 
incredible woman who caused a worldwide sensation. A dancer, stunt pilot 
and mother of twelve adopted children (her rainbow tribe), it’s no surprise 
she was awarded the Légion d’Honneur – France’s highest honour. Josephine 
is an interesting insight into social history in the United States and Europe 
during that turbulent time. Her lifestyle challenged, confronted and ignored 
the rules of segregation and the class system. Christian Robinson’s dramatic, 
colourful illustrations emphasise and complement the impact Josephine had 
on the world. (Age 10+) [SQ]
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Non-Fiction

MARAWA IBRAHAIM illustrated by SINEM ERKAS
THE GIRL GUIDE
FRANCES LINCOLN 2017 (PBK) 224pp £8.99 ISBN 9781847809483

Colourful and accessible, this guide to growing up by circus performer 
Marawa Ibrahaim (in consultation with Dr Radha Modgil) is the perfect 
companion for teens and pre-teens facing the many challenges of puberty. 
Covering periods, spots, breasts, hair, fitness, fashion and more, this is 
an informative guide, but also light-hearted and fun. It is body positive 
and encourages young girls to be accepting of themselves and their bodies. 
Ibrahaim includes her own embarrassing stories, assuring the reader they are 
not alone. The vibrant design is attractive, and the contents page makes the 
book easy to dip in and out of. (Age 10+) [JD] 

JAMIA WILSON illustrated by ANDREA PIPPINS
YOUNG, GIFTED AND BLACK
QUARTO PUBLISHING (HBK) 64pp £14.99 ISBN 9781786030887

Young, Gifted and Black is a colourful, exciting and inspirational look at 
fifty-two influential icons of colour, ranging from contemporary to historical 
figures. This stylishly illustrated book introduces kids to amazing talents 
from past and present, and celebrates the achievements of directors, 
astronauts, scientists, authors, sporting legends and many more. This book 
was written to highlight the talent and contributions of black changemakers 
from around the world, so that all children can see themselves represented 
and understand that they can be whatever they choose to be. It features many 
powerful, pioneering women of colour, who will inspire young girls and show 
them what's possible when we dare to be bold. (Age 10–12) [LB] 

KATE SCHATZ illustrated by MIRIAM KLEIN STAHL
RAD WOMEN WORLDWIDE
TEN SPEED PRESS 2016 (HBK) 104pp $15.99 ISBN 9780399578861

This beautiful book tells the story of rad women, from ancient Mesopotamia 
all the way up to modern day – including the Williams Sisters, Grace 
O’Malley, Malala and many more you may not have heard of. Each woman 
was painstakingly researched and given a double-page spread or more, 
outlining their achievements, motivation and unique perspective. The 
illustration is striking – deceptively simple paper cut-outs made by Miriam 
Klein Stahl using just a pencil, paper, and an X-Acto knife. The book tells 40 
stories from 30 countries, and supplements this with a database of 250 more. 
A beautiful and powerful book for everyone. (Age 11+) [KM] 
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Non-Fiction
MALALA YOUSAFZAI with PATRICIA McCORMICK  
I AM MALALA: HOW ONE GIRL STOOD UP FOR EDUCATION 
AND CHANGED THE WORLD 
ORION CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2015 (PBK) 272pp £7.99 ISBN 9781780622163

On a ‘most ordinary of days’ a man boarded a school bus and asked, 
‘Who is Malala?’ He shot the fifteen-year-old three times, almost killing 
her: her campaign for girls’ education had already gone global, and the 
Taliban wanted her dead. She recounts her journey from ordinary Pakistani 
childhood, through imposed sharia law and death threats, to safety in 
the UK. This personal account of an otherwise ordinary life lived by an 
extraordinary girl may inspire readers to raise their own voices against 
injustice. A glossary, timeline of important events and colour photographs 
provide some historical and cultural context. (Age 11+) [LM] 

LUCY BEEVOR illustrated by SARAH GREEN
AMAZING WOMEN: 101 LIVES TO INSPIRE YOU
STRIPES PUBLISHING 2018 (HBK) 96pp ISBN 9781847159175

Virtuosos, creators, trailblazers, campaigners, activists: the women in 
this book often defy the chapters they’re in. That’s because their sheer 
amazingness often means they could belong in all of these categories at 
once. This diverse and current range of women spans disciplines, countries 
(including Ireland!) and generations. The illustrations are charming, the 
biographies are detailed and the bibliography includes a recommended 
reading, watching and listening list. And just in case you aren’t galvanised 
enough, the final inspirational person is a page titled ‘You!’ It’ll help you 
birth the internet or win the Nobel Prize or be Beyoncé. (Age 12+) [CK]

READ ALSO: Suffragette: The Battle for Equality by David Roberts 

ANN SHEN
BAD GIRLS THROUGHOUT HISTORY:  
100 REMARKABLE WOMEN WHO CHANGED THE WORLD
CHRONICLE BOOKS 2016 (HBK) 216pp £14.99 ISBN 9781452153933

Bad girls, as defined here, are not really bad. They’re women who stood 
up, fought and were unapologetically themselves. This, the authors note, is 
enough for them to be called bad by others (mostly – surprise! – men) and 
the societies they live in. These are women from the Garden of Eden to now, 
from astronomers to wrestlers to actresses. The biographies are short – they 
could even be more detailed – and the portraits are illustrated with swirl and 
flourish. It’s written for an older readership: violent, provocative and sexy 
girls have always been labelled ‘bad’, but here that’s celebrated rather than 
censored. (Age YA) [CK]

READ ALSO: Brazen: Rebel Ladies Who Rocked the World by Pénélope Bagieu
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is the best-selling, multi-award-winning author 
of Only Ever Yours and Asking For It. Her next 
novel The Surface Breaks, will be published in 
2018.

When I was young, maybe around eight or 
nine, I remember a friend of my parents’ 
telling me a riddle. ‘A father and his son get 
in a car crash and are rushed to the hospital,’ 
this family friend said, winking at my dad 
over my head. ‘And then the father dies. The 
boy is taken to the operating room and the 
surgeon says, I can’t operate on this child, 
because he’s my son. How is this possible?’

I struggled to solve this mystery, eventually 
giving up and asking for the answer. ‘The 
surgeon is the son’s mother,’ I was told, and I 
gasped. It wasn’t so much that I was shocked 
by the answer – I knew a few female doctors at 
that stage – but surprised by my own inability 
to picture a woman when I heard the word 
‘surgeon’. At home that evening, my father 
turned to face me and my sister. ‘I want you 
both to know,’ he said in a serious voice, ‘that 
you can be or do whatever you want, as long 
as you work hard. It doesn’t matter whether 
you’re a boy or a girl – that has nothing to 
do with ability. I want you to have faith in 
yourselves, no matter what else happens.’

My parents believed that and they wanted 
their daughters to believe it as well. I felt 
proud to be a girl that day – it had never 
occurred to me to think otherwise. Yet as 
I matured through adolescence and into 
my early twenties, it became clear that the 
outside world didn’t always agree with me. 
Sometimes it can seem as if the patriarchy is 
determined to keep girls small, to make them 
feel as if they are ‘less’ than their male peers. 
Girls are too often insidiously encouraged to 
believe that their self-worth can be measured 
on a weighing scales or by how much male 

attention they ‘win’ on a night out.  It was 
increasingly difficult for me to ignore the 
demands of moving through the world in a 
female body; having to deal with everyday 
sexism, casual micro-aggressions or more 
forceful attempts to touch my body without 
my consent, all while still keeping a smile on 
my face. (You’d look prettier if you smiled, 
love!) Eventually, I decided that if I wanted 
to survive the maelstrom of misogyny that 
pervaded every facet of our society I would 
have to stop trying to be a ‘nice’ girl, and 
instead focus my attention on becoming a 
bold one. I would be kind, yes, but I wanted 
to be outspoken, opinionated, determined 
and fierce. I would raise my voice and I would 
refuse to be silenced. I would be fearless.

And so, to all the young women out there, I 
say – take up more space in the world, not less. 
March to the beat of your own drum. And 
above all else, be true to yourself.  

Here’s to the Bold Girls. May we know them. 
May we be them. May we raise them. 

LOUISE O’NEILL 

 
@oneilllo

 
oneilllou
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writes mostly fiction, mostly for ten- to twelve-
year-olds, mostly in English, which leaves lots of 
room for exceptions. She was the first Laureate na 
nÓg and is also a publisher (Little Island Books) 
and a translator. 

I’ve always been a writer, really. Ever since 
I read Little Women and discovered that this 
was a thing you could do with  
adulthood – otherwise a mysterious state 
involving cars, lawnmowers, bill-paying, 
hairdos and bossing kids around. The other 
thing I learnt from Little Women – sentimental 
and preachy and all as it is – is that a girl can 
be feisty and awkward and a bit all-over-the-
place and it’s all right. Until then, I didn’t 
much like being a girl. I couldn’t get on with 
the cult of femininity. But when I met Jo, it 
wasn’t so much that I wanted to be like her – I 
actually was like her. And she was grand. 

I wasn’t particularly grand, though. My 
adults were, on the one hand, very proud of 
my compositions (those were the days when 
essays were compositions and maths was 
sums – which came in two varieties, just 
plain ‘sums’ and ‘hard sums’) but, on the 
other hand, quite dismissive of my writerly 
ambitions. There could be something in that: 
if you sit on your children’s ambitions, the 
really strong ambitions will survive, and then 
you know it can’t be helped. 

So generally speaking I kept my mouth shut 
about wanting to be a writer. I was already 
weird and nerdy enough, what with specs 
from a young age and having finished all 
the school textbooks before term started. 
Nerdiness was NOT cool in small-town 
Ireland in the 1960s. Neither was doing your 
homework and liking it. 

I managed to get all the way through 
secondary school without the games teacher 
ever knowing I existed. Or at least she made a 
good job of pretending that I didn’t exist.  

I suspect she knew I’d be a liability on any 
kind of playing field. When the others were all 
huffing and puffing around in the mud, I was 
conjugating Latin verbs in a lovely warm little 
room I found, where an elderly nun spent her 
day making blue check aprons and hemming 
handkerchiefs for the community. 

When I was a child, I wanted to write 
children’s books. When I put childish things 
away, it didn’t occur to me that the kind of 
writing I might do would be for children. 
(There was no such thing as Children’s 
Literature in those days, of course. There 
were just Books for Children.) And yet my 
childhood reading – the Mrs Pepperpot 
stories, Heidi, Black Beauty, A Little 
Princess, The Family from One-End Street, The 
Story of the Treasure Seekers, the Sullivan 
Twins series (lesser-known Blyton), the 
Jennings books, Lotte and Lisa (Kästner), The 
Owl Service, Great Expectations – was a secret 
life that I kept in my head and that I never 
really let go of, even when I was busy reading 
Goethe and Wyatt and Hopkins and Hardy, 
Elliot and Eliot (not a misprint!) in Trinity.

Things have a way of seeping out, though, 
don’t they? And here I am. 

SIOBHÁN PARKINSON 

 
siobhanparkinson.com
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Classics
SHIRLEY HUGHES
UP AND UP 
RED FOX 2017 [1979] (PBK) 32pp £6.99 ISBN 9781782957355

This is a magical story about a little girl whose wish to fly suddenly comes  
true – to the amazement and alarm of the adults in her life. Hughes’s heroine is 
full of mischief, adventure and bravery – a little girl who has a dream of flying 
and makes it happen, all on her own, through illustrations that leap from the 
page. A wordless picturebook about the power of imagination, the joy of freedom 
and the importance of self-belief, Hughes’s story remains a deserved classic.  
(Ages 2–4, 5–8) [BL] 

READ ALSO: The Three Robbers by Tomi Ungerer

VALERIE THOMAS illustrated by KORKY PAUL
WINNIE AND WILBUR: WINNIE THE WITCH
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 2016 [1987] (PBK) £8.99 ISBN 9780192749055 

Winnie the witch lives in a black house and whenever her black cat Wilbur 
decides to take a nap, Winnie inevitably trips over him. This book is engaging 
and humorous, whilst showing the importance of love and friendship through 
Winnie’s final spell to make Wilbur happy. The illustrations of the black house 
are wonderfully detailed and a fantastic contrast to the vibrancy of Winnie 
herself and the outside world. The accompanying CD was a delightful addition, 
with sound effects that made the whole experience funnier. (Ages 2–4, 5–8) [KL] 

READ ALSO: Meg and Mog by Helen Nicoll and Jan Pienkowski

LUDWIG BEMELMANS
MADELINE
SCHOLASTIC 2009 [1939] (PBK) 48pp £7.99 ISBN 9781407110530

Madeline is a fearless little girl, living in a Parisian boarding school. On occasion, 
however, even the bravest of us need help and nurturing, especially when illness 
strikes. Accompanying the rhyming text, Bemelmans’s illustrations light up each 
page with expression, movement and humour. The ennui of bedrest is eloquently 
captured, as ceiling cracks turn into rabbits, and then wonderfully contrasted with 
the thrill of having visitors to show off your big scar to. Insightful, warm and utterly 
timeless, this mighty girl will appeal to all young children. (Ages 4–7) [VC]

READ ALSO: the rest of the Madeline series

BABETTE COLE 
PRINCESS SMARTYPANTS
PUFFIN 1996 [1986] (PBK) 32pp £4.99 ISBN 9780140555264

‘Princess Smartypants did not want to get married … Princess Smartypants 
wanted to live in her castle with her pets and do exactly as she pleased.’ But her 
parents have other ideas. The princess tells them she will only marry a man 
who can complete her wonderfully wacky tasks. Only one brave man manages 
this – Prince Swashbuckle. Will he win the princess’s heart? A brilliant ode to 
independent thinking with exuberant illustrations, this feisty book has always 
made me smile. (Ages 5+) [SW]
READ ALSO: Not All Princesses Dress in Pink by Jane Yolen, Heidi E.Y. Stemple & 
Anne-Sophie Lanquetin
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KAY THOMPSON illustrated by HILLARY KNIGHT
ELOISE
SIMON & SCHUSTER 2004 [1955] (PBK) 64pp £6.99 ISBN 9780743489768

Eloise is an irrepressible six-year-old girl living off room service in the Plaza Hotel 
with her nanny. Related without a single full stop, Eloise’s insistent narrative is 
a heady stream-of-consciousness monologue, peppered with precocious phrases 
from the adult world she inhabits. The magnificent illustrations animate Eloise, 
enriching her character with occasional charm and unstoppable vim. But 
saccharine charm is not the point of Eloise. Knight’s limited pink and black colour 
palette mimics the juxtaposition of childhood with the adult world that Eloise 
negotiates without parents or playmates, displaying tremendous self-reliance and 
verve. (Ages 5–7) [VC]

READ ALSO: the rest of the Eloise series

JULIA DONALDSON illustrated by JOEL STEWART
THE MAGIC PAINTBRUSH
MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2017 [2003] (PBK) 32pp £6.99 ISBN 9781509830466

When daydreamer Shen is given a magical paintbrush, she discovers that 
whatever she paints comes to life. She helps out her impoverished village, 
painting food and clothes for its needy residents, but word soon spreads to the 
greedy emperor, who demands she paint him a tree of golden coins. Does Shen 
dare defy the dastardly emperor? A heart-warming and entertaining book by Julia 
Donaldson that reads like an ancient fable, this book is brought to life by the 
beautiful Chinese-art-inspired watercolours of Joel Stewart. (Ages 5–8) [AN]

READ ALSO: Zog by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler

ASTRID LINDGREN illustrated by TONY ROSS
PIPPI LONGSTOCKING
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 2015 [1945] (PBK) 138pp £5.99 ISBN 9780192793799

Beloved for generations, Pippi Longstocking is the girl free from rules, from parents 
and society. Written in 1945, her bizarre antics have stood the test of time and she 
remains a delightfully anarchic presence, quite the inspiration to any young readers 
perhaps a little tired of being on their best behaviour. Her super strength and love 
of tall tales are explored in many amusing episodes and readers will be laughing 
from here to a certain small village in Sweden. (Ages 5–8 ) [CL] 

READ ALSO: Ronia the Robbers Daughter

CRESSIDA COWELL illustrated by NEAL LAYTON
THAT RABBIT BELONGS TO EMILY BROWN
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2015 [2006] (PBK) 32pp £6.99 ISBN 9781444923414

The queen steals Emily’s irreplaceable companion, a toy rabbit called Stanley. 
Emily determinedly sets out to seek justice and teach that naughty monarch a 
lesson. This first time outing of the, now famous, author and illustrator has created 
a brilliant visual feast, a wonderfully funny, witty and wild book about friendship, 
imagination and play that captures loyalty and the unbreakable bond that exists 
between every child and her favourite, often mangiest, toy. (Ages 5–11) [MO’R] 

READ ALSO: the rest of the Emily Brown series

Classics



76

LAUREN CHILD
CLARICE BEAN, THAT’S ME
ORCHARD BOOKS 2014 [1999] (PBK) 32pp £6.99 ISBN 9781408300046

Clarice Bean is one sassy bold girl! Almost two decades on from her first 
appearance, Clarice Bean continues to wow readers with her fearless exuberance 
and her zany worldview. Lauren Child’s deceptively easy style with its immediacy 
and spontaneity match the opinionated heroine’s sense of mischief and delightful 
sense of fun. The UK laureate’s playful use of text adds energy to page after page of 
vibrant colour and pattern. Clarice is a breath of fresh air, exuding confidence and 
unapologetic sparkle, a brilliant role model for all children. (Ages 6–11) [MK]

READ ALSO: The Worst Witch by Jill Murphy

CATHERINE STORR illustrated by MARJORIE-ANN WATTS
CLEVER POLLY AND THE STUPID WOLF
A PUFFIN BOOK 2015 [1955] (PBK) 160pp £6.99 ISBN 9780141360232

This charming book contains twelve short stories featuring Polly, a brave girl 
who uses clear and logical arguments to outwit the wolf at every turn. The witty 
banter between the wolf and Polly is really entertaining. Extras at the end of the 
book include a quiz and an extract from the sequel. Each chapter can be read as a 
complete story in itself, which makes it perfect as a bedtime read-aloud. My own 
two bold girls loved it! Ideal to read to younger children or for newly confident 
readers. (Ages 7–9) [MR-McG] 

READ ALSO: the Mrs. Pepperpot series by Alf Proysen

JOAN AIKEN illustrated by PAT MARRIOTT
THE WOLVES OF WILLOUGHBY CHASE
A PUFFIN BOOK 2015 [1962] (PBK) 272pp £6.99 ISBN 9780141362663

Prowling wolves lurk around the great Willoughby Chase Manor, but what 
are you to do when someone even more sinister is invited inside? Joan Aiken 
launched her impressive writing career with this classic tale of two estranged 
cousins, Bonnie and Sylvia, hailing from different upbringings, coming together 
to deal with the threat of their downright unpleasant and oh-so-haughty 
governess, Miss Slighcarp. Children will enjoy joining the heroic girls as they 
face the perils of abandonment together while developing an uplifting bond of 
friendship. (Ages 8–10) [JJK]

READ ALSO: What Katy Did by Susan Coolidge

FRANCES HODGSON BURNETT illustrated by LESLEY BARNES
A LITTLE PRINCESS
PUFFIN CLASSICS 2015 [1905] (PBK) 320pp £6.99 ISBN 9780141321127

On her mother’s death, Sara Crewe leaves India and her doting father to be 
enrolled in Miss Minchin’s School for Young Ladies. Her wealth and social 
standing hold great currency at the school until her father loses his fortune and 
Sara’s privileges are revoked as she is forced to become a servant. The reversal of 
fortune uncovers Sara’s resilience and strength during hard times, as her integrity 
leads to her triumph. This re-released, much-loved classic tale is sure to resonate 
with a younger modern audience. (Ages 8–10) [RdeB] 
READ ALSO: The Secret Garden

Classics
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HELEN CRESSWELL illustrated by PJ LYNCH
MOONDIAL 
FABER CLASSICS 2015 [1987] (PBK) 304pp £6.99 ISBN 9780571322909 

This is the eerie story of Minty, who has always been alive to the ghostly chill 
of an old house or the voices crowding a churchyard. A break with Aunty Mary 
beside the ancient Belton House sets Minty’s sixth sense racing. While her 
mother lapses into a coma after an accident, the moondial in the garden sends 
Minty back in time to meet the unloved children who need her help. Together 
they confront evil to effect a loving ending to this stunningly written favourite. 
(Ages 8–12) [CAC] 

READ ALSO: A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle

NOEL STREATFEILD illustrated by Ruth Gervis
BALLET SHOES
A PUFFIN BOOK 2015 [1936] (PBK) 352pp £6.99 ISBN 9780141359809

This is the book that every little girl should read. This classic story follows the 
highs and lows of the three Fossil children, Pauline, Petrova and Posy, found 
by Great Uncle Matthew (Gum for short) on his travels. The writing is dazzling 
and you’re instantly swept away by a world of delicate chiffon frocks. However, it 
doesn’t shy away from the darker realities of life. These girls are flawed, relatable 
heroines and you’ll remember them long after you’ve turned the last page.  
(Ages 8–13) [CO’C] 

READ ALSO: Pollyanna by Eleanor H. Porter

LOUISE FITZHUGH 
HARRIET THE SPY 
HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2016 [1964] (PBK) 288pp £6.99 ISBN 9780007333868

Harriet, an aspiring writer and spy, never leaves home without her notebook. 
Writing down all she sees and hears, things get complicated when her notebook 
goes missing. When her best friends then find out about the awful things she 
has written about them, how will Harriet make things right? With an intelligent, 
confident and creative lead, and twists and turns on every page, this is a book 
you won’t want to put down. (Ages 9+) [CF] 

READ ALSO: the Nancy Drew series by Carolyn Keene

NINA BAWDEN illustrated by ALAN MARKS
CARRIE’S WAR
VIRAGO MODERN CLASSICS 2017 [1973] (PBK) 224pp £6.99 ISBN 9780349009162

Carrie and younger brother Nick have been evacuated to rural Wales to stay with 
mean-spirited shopkeeper Mr Evans and his timid sister Auntie Lou. Lonely and 
confused at first, they soon find kindness and friendship visiting the farm where 
fellow evacuee Albert is staying. Here they meet Hepzibah, who feeds them both 
food and stories and is rumoured to be a witch. A wonderful coming-of-age tale 
of the hardship of war, the importance of friendship and the meaning of family 
and loyalty. (Ages 9–11) [LR] 

READ ALSO: When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit by Judith Kerr

Classics
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ROALD DAHL illustrated by QUENTIN BLAKE
MATILDA
PUFFIN 2016 [1988] (PBK) 256pp £6.99 ISBN 9780141365466

Matilda is an unappreciated five-year-old genius coping with the world’s worst 
parents and a headmistress from hell. Resourceful Matilda teaches herself to read 
and uses the magic of books to transport herself into new worlds. Her super-
brain develops a strange power that Matilda puts to effective use to build herself 
a new life and a new family. A story full of wisdom, wit and hope for the future, 
with extraordinarily expressive line drawings, Matilda is the best of all classic 
bold girls to read or re-read. (Ages 9–11) [AG] 

READ ALSO: Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White

LEWIS CARROLL
ALICE’S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND
MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2015 [1865] (PBK) 208pp £4.99 ISBN 9781447279990

 ‘“And what is the use of a book,” thought Alice, “without pictures or 
conversations?”’ This book has both original monochrome Victorian 
illustrations and entertaining conversations with nonsense creatures. Many of 
which, from the pocket-watch-wearing White Rabbit to the grinning Cheshire 
Cat, have become vernacular touchstones. It’s an enjoyable adventure without 
moral or message, with Alice at the heart. She is a relatable heroine with the 
authentic contradictions and foibles of a child. The language has slightly dated, 
which may alienate some younger readers. (Ages 10–12) [HP]

READ ALSO: The Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum

MARITA CONLON-McKENNA
THE BLUE HORSE
THE O’BRIEN PRESS 1992 (PBK) 174pp €8.99 ISBN 9780862783051

Reprinted many times since it was first published in 1992, this classic is as 
relevant today as ever. It tells the story of Katie Connors and her traveller family 
and their way of life, moving from place to place. The wooden blue horse was 
carved by her great-grandfather, a caravan maker, and is a symbol of home. 
When the family’s caravan burns down they have some major challenges and 
adjustments to make. Katie is strong and fights for acceptance, knowing home is 
being with the people you love. (Ages 10–12) [PO’D]

READ ALSO: Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder

MILDRED D. TAYLOR
ROLL OF THUNDER, HEAR MY CRY 
A PUFFIN BOOK 2014 [1976] (PBK) 368pp £6.99 ISBN 9780141354873

This glorious classic shocks and inspires with its measured exposure of racism 
in 1930s Mississippi. Nine-year-old Cassie Logan recounts the struggles of her 
family to retain the land bought by her grandfather. The only black landowners 
in the area, the Logans live in fear of their neighbours’ prejudice and greed. 
Cassie’s courage and sense of justice blaze from the pages; you’ll be rooting for 
her all the way. A timely, important read that helps to contextualise historically 
the current racial tensions in America. (Ages 10–12, 12–14) [DT] 

READ ALSO: Let the Circle Be Unbroken 

Classics
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L.M. MONTGOMERY
ANNE OF GREEN GABLES
VIRAGO MODERN CLASSICS 2017 [1908] (PBK) 416pp £6.99 ISBN 9780349009308

Meet Anne Shirley, a little girl with one wish – to belong to somebody. She believes 
that Marilla and Matthew Cuthbert will fulfil that wish but is she what they 
wanted? Anne’s early life in the orphanage may be the reason for the determination 
that she shows throughout this story. Will her journey to make her one wish come 
true be easy or will her stoic personality be called on to fulfil her dreams? An 
engaging read and one which will resonate today. (Ages 11+) [PM] 

READ ALSO: Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson

PHILIP REEVE
FEVER CRUMB
SCHOLASTIC 2017 [2009] (PBK) 301pp £7.99 ISBN 9781407180236

Fever, a young girl who was found as a baby and reared by Dr Crumb, is the only 
female member of the Order of Engineers. Brought up to think and approach 
everything logically, she struggles to find her way in the outside world when she 
is sent to help archaeologist Kit Solvent. A fantastic adventure and also a coming 
of age story, as Fever realises that she has everything she needs to deal with this 
strange, wonderful and at times illogical world. (Ages 11+) [MBT]

READ ALSO: the WondLa trilogy by Tony DiTerlizzi 

PHILIP PULLMAN
THE AMBER SPYGLASS: HIS DARK MATERIALS
SCHOLASTIC 2017 [2000] (PBK) 544pp £7.99 ISBN 9781407186122

The Amber Spyglass is the thrilling conclusion to the His Dark Materials 
trilogy, a fantastical mystical series inspired by Milton’s Paradise Lost. In this 
instalment, Lyra and her friend Will learn more about Dust and face some 
tough choices. Lyra is a fantastic role model for teenagers, showing that it 
is possible to try and follow your own path, even as you make what appears 
to be the wrong choice along the way, and takes the reader on an incredible 
journey of discovery and acceptance. (Ages 12+) [MBT] 

READ ALSO: the Abhorsen trilogy by Garth Nix 

JUDY BLUME 
ARE YOU THERE GOD? IT’S ME, MARGARET
MACMILLAN 2015 [1970] (PBK) 176pp £6.99 ISBN 9781447286813

Margaret Simon is almost twelve and she’s just moved from New York to New 
Jersey. Between her new friends and her conversations with God, Margaret 
has her hands full trying to fit in. Blume’s coming-of-age story features one of 
the most relatable and empathetic characters in children’s and YA literature. 
Margaret’s voice is authentic and compelling, her story speaking to girls of all 
ages striving to belong. Funny and real, her thoughts resonate with the reader, 
who feels like they’re in conversation with a friend. (Age 12–14) [BL] 

READ ALSO: Deenie

Classics
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is an award-winning author and illustrator of 
children’s picturebooks. Her books have won 
numerous awards including the prestigious 
Mother Goose Award and the Bisto Book of the 
Year. Niamh was Ireland’s second Laureate na 
nÓg 2012–14.

I was a very quiet child, but very imaginative – a 
bookworm. My mum says I always had my 
head stuck in a book, and she was eternally 
asking me to go out into the street to play, 
and find some real friends. My solitude was a 
catalyst for innovation and creativity. I was 
so content in my interior world I even created 
an imaginary friend, Jemminer. OK, her real 
name was ‘Jennifer’, but I couldn’t pronounce 
it, so she was always ‘Jemminer’ to me. We 
had adventures, climbed mountains, fought 
off wild tigers and bears but were always 
home in time for dinner. My mum always set 
an extra place at the table; after a day spent 
adventuring Jemminer was always starving! 

My absolute highlight of the week was when 
the mobile library came to the end of our 
estate. I would check out the maximum 
amount of books allowed, robbing my 
brothers’ and sisters’ library cards so I could 
get their allowance too. Then I would make a 
nest on my bed and hide out reading. I was in 
my element and totally engrossed in whatever 
story I was reading. When it came to lights-
out time, there was no way I was stopping, 
so I’d read by the dim streetlight or the light 
from my electric blanket. 

When you are shy and quiet you tend to 
listen and watch what’s happening in the 
world more closely. You notice so many little 
details. It’s like you have super senses. As I 
grew up, I carefully thought about the world 
and my place in it. And though I was quiet, I 
was quietly determined and always followed 
my passions.

I loved books and reading and one of my 
champions on my journey to becoming an 

author and illustrator was my fifth-class 
teacher, Miss McGonagle. She was an avid 
reader, and every day at the same time she 
would ask us all to rest our heads on our 
arms and to close our eyes and she would 
read aloud to us. The day she read The 
Hobbit is etched on my memory. With eyes 
closed I suddenly became the director of an 
imaginary movie – I could smell the dark 
caves and picture the misty mountains. You 
could hear a pin drop: Miss McGonagle had 
us in the palm of her hand. My ten-year-old 
mind was totally blown away.

I believe creative champions are really 
important to a young artist. Valuing creativity 
and imagination encourages budding artists 
on their creative journey and helps them to 
unlock their creative superpowers. It is so 
important to give young people the time and 
space to play imaginatively, draw, read, write 
and daydream.

Being quiet, reflective and determined is 
who I am.  I try to use my natural powers of 
creativity, persistence, concentration and 
imagination every day to do the work that 
I love and that matters to me. These bold 
qualities are essential to my creative life and 
the artist that I am today. Quiet and bold can 
go together!

NIAMH SHARKEY

 
niamhsharkey.com  

 
@sharkeytweets 

 
Niamh Sharkey Author and Illustrator

 
Sharkeydoodles 
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is a writer from Galway. She has published five 
books for young adults and ghostwritten three 
books in the Nightmare Club series. Her most 
recent book, Tangleweed and Brine, is a collection 
of dark retellings of old stories.

I come from a long line of bold women: from 
my great-grandmother, who hid guns under 
a baby, to my grandfather’s carer, Delia, who 
raised him and his sisters when the Spanish 
Flu took his mother. Delia was paralysed 
from the waist down, but that didn’t stop her. 
Stories of women who defied expectation 
permeated my childhood. 

My mother is a warrior. She was diagnosed 
with rheumatoid arthritis at the age of 
thirteen and she was the first member of her 
family to attend college. She cycled in every 
day, defying expectations of what women and 
disabled people were capable of at the time. 
When we were kids, one of our regular jobs 
was to go over to people who were parking 
in disabled spots and say, ‘Excuse me, do 
you have a wheelchair sticker?’ Righteously 
giving out to adults felt bold, but it was also 
important to realise that some grown-ups 
will choose the convenient thing over the 
right thing. Some people hate mirrors. 

My godmother, Carmel, has the gentlest 
heart of anyone I know, but is fiery enough 
to defy expectation and forge her own path. 
Meditation and yoga, alternative forms of 
spirituality and self-care, were modelled for 
me from an early age.

My grandmother began travelling the world 
when she lost my grandfather. She took up 
painting. When something precious is lost, 
you can find other treasures in yourself. 

My journey in writing is full with bold 
women. Maria Griffin, who was the first 
person to hear a lot of my writing as a 
teenager, when I was thoroughly ashamed of 
putting things into words because it felt like 
notions. Suzanne Keaveney,  who introduced 

me to so many of the books that shaped my 
brain. Moya Cannon, who took the time to 
read my poetry when I was an undergrad to 
Ciara Banks, who published a poem of mine in 
The Sharp Review (a journal she co-edited in 
NUI Galway). My first novel, Prim Improper, 
started with the very bold Siobhán Parkinson, 
whose belief in me has meant the world to 
my career. My latest book, Tangleweed and 
Brine, features Karen Vaughan’s wonderful 
artistic responses to my stories. Gráinne 
Clear (the other half of Little Island Books) 
found Karen’s work very early in the process 
of putting the collection together. Bold 
recognises bold. We advocate for and support 
each other. 

The thing about putting your work out there 
is that it’s terrifying. You are asking people 
to look at pieces of your brain and heart, 
and that’s a lot to ask. The generosity and 
enthusiasm of the artistic community in 
Ireland has surprised me and lifted me up 
time and time again. I’ve forged friendships 
with writers whose voices make my heart sing 
and booksellers and librarians whose passion 
for books reminds me how magical stories 
are. There’s a whole coven of good witches on 
the path between writer and reader, and I’m 
encountering more and more of them all the 
time. 

We all have the capacity to be brave and bold. 
It’s what motivates us to do that and to keep 
on as things wax and wane around us. What 
sparks the flame underneath our cauldrons. 
What keeps it burning.  Other people, mostly. 
And great books.  

DEIRDRE SULLIVAN

 
deirdresullivanbooks.com  

 
@propermiss
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edited by CLARE BRADFORD and MAVIS REIMER 

GIRLS, TEXTS, CULTURES 
WILFRID LAURIER UNIVERSITY PRESS 2015 (PBK) 339pp ISBN 9781771120203

edited by TRICIA CLASEN and HOLLY HASSEL  
GENDER(ED) IDENTITIES: CRITICAL REREADINGS OF GENDER 
IN CHILDREN’S AND YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE 
ROUTLEDGE 2017 (HBK) 301pp ISBN 9781138913035

edited by LUELLA D’AMICO 
GIRLS’ SERIES FICTION AND AMERICAN POPULAR CULTURE 
LEXINGTON BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 318pp ISBN 9781498517638

JACQUELINE DANZIGER-RUSSELL 

GIRLS AND THEIR COMICS: 
FINDING A FEMALE VOICE IN COMIC BOOK NARRATIVES 
SCARECROW PRESS 2012 (HBK) 256pp ISBN 9780810883758

edited by SARA K. DAY, MIRANDA A. GREEN-BARTEET and AMY L. MONTZ  
FEMALE REBELLION IN YOUNG ADULT DYSTOPIAN FICTION 
ASHGATE 2016 (PBK) 224pp ISBN 9781138247680
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For the full BOLD GIRLS Academic Resource Pack  
go to www.childrensbooksireland.ie to download for free.

Academic

edited by MIRIAM FORMAN-BRUNELL and LESLIE PARIS 
THE GIRLS’ HISTORY AND CULTURE READER: THE 
TWENTIETH CENTURY 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS PRESS 2011 (PBK) 352pp ISBN 9780252077685

edited by JENNIFER HELGREN and COLLEEN VASCONCELLOS 
GIRLHOOD: A GLOBAL HISTORY 
RUTGERS UNIVERSITY PRESS 2012 (PBK) 440pp ISBN 9780813547053 

edited by CLAUDIA MITCHELL and CARRIE RENTSCHLER 
GIRLHOOD AND THE POLITICS OF PLACE 
BERGHAHAN BOOKS 2016 (PBK) 354pp ISBN 9781785330179

JUNE PULLIAM 
MONSTROUS BODIES: FEMININE POWER IN YOUNG ADULT 
HORROR FICTION 
MCFARLAND 2014 (PBK) 200pp ISBN 9780786475438

edited by FIONA HANDYSIDE and KATE TAYLOR-JONES 
INTERNATIONAL CINEMA AND THE GIRL: LOCAL ISSUES, 
TRANSNATIONAL CONTEXTS 
PALGRAVE MACMILLAN 2016 (HBK) 219pp ISBN 9781137388919
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is an award-winning champion of children’s 
books, a writer and a creative-writing teacher. 
Her book about remarkable Irish women who 
changed the world, Blazing a Trail, is published in 
2018. 

The world is full of remarkable women. I grew 
up in Dalkey, Co. Dublin, and as a teenager 
there was one woman who impressed me 
more than anyone else, my godmother, June 
Jackson, a woman who always wore fuchsia 
tweed cloaks and jackets and, as an older 
woman, had the most wonderful pale-pink 
hair. 

‘You can do anything you want to, Sarah,’ 
she’d tell me. ‘Anything. As long as you set 
your mind to it and work hard.’ She’d been a 
ballet dancer in her own youth, then a harpist 
and later an award-winning gardener. She’d 
turn up on my doorstep out of the blue with 
her arms full of pink roses, just because. I 
knew I was her favourite and that meant the 
world to me. 

I’ve never been prouder than at the launch of 
my first book when she handed me a cheque 
to buy something nice with and said, ‘You 
did it, now write another one.’ I kept going 
because of June’s encouragement. And I still 
keep going. 

June died several years ago and I still miss 
her. I keep a carefully sealed bag in the 
bottom of my wardrobe with one of her pink 
jackets in it. Now and then I take it out and 
breathe in her essence. Essence of hope, 
essence of love. I was also inspired to write by 
Maeve Binchy, who lived just down the road 
from our house. I’d see her in the village from 
time to time and she was always so kind, so 
encouraging. ‘How’s the writing going?’ she’d 
ask with a big smile. ‘Well, I hope. Keep at it.’ 

My second proudest moment was having 
a short story in the same anthology as one 
of Maeve’s. At the launch of the book The 

Irish Times photographer took our picture 
together. ‘Two Dalkey writers,’ he said. She 
laughed. ‘Young and young at heart,’ she 
added. 

When Mary Robinson became the first 
woman president of Ireland, I took great heart 
from this. No one believed she’d win, but win 
she did, and I was cheering for her all the way. 
She was a strong, intelligent woman and it 
was time that people started taking notice of 
Ireland’s female leaders. I admire her to this 
day for fighting injustice and doing her best to 
change things for future generations. 

There are many women in the arts whom I 
admire, but three writers in particular have 
not only been an inspiration to me, they have 
also become close friends: Marita Conlon 
McKenna, Judi Curtin and Martina Devlin. 
Creative, intelligent and wise, when I have 
writing dramas they are always my first 
ports of call. I’m not sure I could finish a 
book without them. I don’t often thank them 
but I’d like to now – thank you for helping 
me write, for being my sounding boards, for 
nurturing my creativity and believing in me. 
Thank you for supporting my dreams. 

SARAH WEBB 

 
sarahwebb.ie 

 
@sarahwebbishere

 
sarahwebbwriter

 
Sarah Webb Writer
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described as ‘one of our foremost writers for 
young people’ by The Irish Times, is an award-
winning writer of contemporary and historical 
fiction, most recently Star by Star. 

Sometimes I was a tomboy; sometimes I 
played with dolls. Sometimes I had plaits; 
sometimes I wore my hair cropped short like 
George in the Famous Five. I owned nothing 
pink, but as everything in the seventies was 
swathed in brown-and-orange paisley swirls, 
that wasn’t a political statement. At my girls’ 
school, it was fine to be good at maths and 
science, though I wasn’t, and I always knew I 
could grow up whatever way I chose to. 

I was a bold, confident girl – the first hand up 
in class; the first one on to the stage; always 
ready with an opinion. I loved writing stories 
and music and books, and I called myself 
a feminist as soon as I was old enough to 
spell it. For me, feminism has always meant 
fairness. 

The estate I lived on was quite rough, and I 
was the kind of bold girl who easily got into 
fights, so I was encouraged to spend most 
of my spare time in the local library. This 
wonderland was where I first fell in love with 
the world of books and stories, a world I’ve 
never left. I used to look at the books on the 
shelves and imagine seeing one – or two, or a 
whole row – with Sheena Wilkinson on them.

At school and in books I was used to seeing 
women in positions of leadership, but 
growing up in Northern Ireland in the 
Troubles, it seemed to me that men made 
conflict and women tried to stop it, but men 
were in charge. Mrs Thatcher was a bold 
girl, right enough, and a leader, but even as a 
teenager I could see that she didn’t stand up 
for other women.

Studying books set in girls’ schools for my 
PhD deepened my feminism because it 
allowed me to read women’s history in much 
more depth than the wars-and-rebellions 
history we’d done at school. I learned that 
this history wasn’t considered as important 
as ‘real’ history. This is changing now, as we 
celebrate the role women played in shaping 
our present, the battles they fought for votes 
and equality and respect. 

Now I write those books I dreamed of in my 
orange-and-brown paisley-patterned library-
haunting days. I write about girls and boys 
and horses and wars and rebellions and music 
and suffragettes and schools and stars and 
friendship.

I visit a lot of schools and I see plenty of 
bold girls, but I also see girls who don’t like 
to speak up, girls who are worried about 
not being ‘nice’, girls who let themselves be 
defined by how they think society wants them 
to be. And even though in some ways there 
are so many more choices now, and society is 
so much freer, I often feel that it was easier for 
me to be my own kind of girl back then.

I’ll always write about bold girls, and I’ll be a 
bold girl even when I’m an old woman. Being a 
bold old woman sounds like fun. 

SHEENA WILKINSON

 
sheenawilkinson.com

 
@sheenawriter

 
Sheena Wilkinson – author
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CBI is the national children’s books organisation of Ireland. Through our many 
activities and events we aim to engage young people with books, foster a greater 
understanding of the importance of books for young people and act as a core resource 
for those with an interest in books for children in Ireland.

The Arts Council of Ireland is 
the Irish government agency 
for developing the arts. They 
work in partnership with artists, 
arts organisations, public policy 
makers and others to build a 
central place for the arts in Irish 
life. 

artscouncil.ie

G-BOOK: ‘Gender Identity: Child 
Readers and Library Collections’ 
is a Creative Europe project that 
aims to discover, explore and 
promote literature which 
encourages young readers (from 
the age of 3 to 10) to reflect on 
their identities and, in their own 
time, question stereotypes, bias 
and perceived norms around 
gender. Dublin City University 
(School of English and Centre 
for Children’s Literature and 
Culture) is one of six partner 
organisations involved in the 
project. 

dcu.ie

Dublin is the fourth UNESCO 
City of Literature, one of 28 
UNESCO Cities of Literature 
worldwide. With four Nobel 
prize winners (Yeats, Beckett, 
Shaw and Heaney), a brace of 
universities of global distinction 
in Trinity and UCD, over half 
a dozen books festivals, the 
internationally prestigious Dublin 
Literary Award and a world class 
new city library in the planning, 
it is without doubt that Ireland’s 
capital has literature in its blood. 
The Literature designation is one 
of seven designations within the 
Creative Cities Network. 

dublincityofliterature.ie

The School of English at Trinity 
College Dublin is one of the 
oldest in Britain or Ireland and 
offers Ireland’s only full-time 
master’s programme in children’s 
literature. ‘Story Spinners: Irish 
Women and Children’s Books’ 
is an exhibition that celebrates 
the skill and artistry of Irish 
women writers and illustrators 
of children’s texts from the 18th 
to the 21st centuries. Curated 
by staff and students from the 
MPhil in Children’s Literature 
(School of English, TCD) and 
featuring a range of Irish 
children’s books held at Trinity 
College Library, the exhibition 
runs from March to May 2018 
at the Long Room, Old Library, 
Trinity College Dublin. An online 
version will also be available. 

tcd.ie/English/

The KPMG Family for Literacy 
programme was founded to 
combat childhood illiteracy, 
while at the same time creating 
a unique way for KPMG’s 
partners and employees, and 
the extended KPMG family, 
to participate in the firm’s 
community service efforts. It is 
more than philanthropy; it sends 
our people into our communities 
to complement corporate giving 
with grass roots volunteer work.

kpmg.ie

The National Women’s Council 
of Ireland (NWCI) is the leading 
national women’s membership 
organisation seeking equality 
between women and men, 
founded in 1973. 

They represent their membership 
which includes over 180 member 
groups as well as a growing 
number of individual members 
from a diversity of backgrounds, 
sectors and locations. NWCI’s 
mission is to lead and to be 
a catalyst for change in the 
achievement of equality 
between women and men. 
They articulate the views and 
experiences of their members 
and make sure their voices are 
heard wherever decisions are 
made which affect the lives of 
women. NWCI’s vision is of an 
Ireland, and of a world, where 
there is full equality between 
women and men. 

www.nwci.ie
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For CBI membership and resources, go online to 

www.childrensbooksireland.ie 

Follow us on social media!

childrensbooksireland  

@KidsBooksIrel

@kidsbooksirel


