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Introduction
A very warm welcome to this year’s CBI Book of the Year Awards shadowing activity pack!
The highly anticipated 2015 shortlist has now been announced (see next page for details)
and it is time for the scheme to begin in earnest! Over the coming weeks hundreds of young
readers across the country will be reading, reviewing and debating their chosen books,
before finally deciding on their overall favourite.
Once again, the judging panel’s selection serves to showcase the strength and vitality of
contemporary Irish children’s literature across a variety of styles and reading levels. We are
particularly pleased to see so many brilliant new authors and illustrators emerging to join
several more familiar names who have appeared on the shortlist before.
This pack is designed to help you and your group get the most out of the shadowing process
– from selecting and sourcing suitable titles to choosing and nominating your winner. CBI
recognises that every group is different and will tackle the activities in their own way. The
suggestions made on these pages are therefore designed merely as a guide for you to use
and modify as you see fit.
We have had a lot of fun compiling this year’s shadowing activities and really hope you find
them useful and enjoyable too. As always, we love to hear from shadowing groups
nationwide, so why not find Children’s Books Ireland on Facebook or Twitter and share
images and news from your group during the shadowing process?
Best of luck and happy shadowing!

_________________________________
Aoife Murray, CBI Programme and Events Manager

Selecting and Sourcing Your Books
We have included a suggested reading age for each of the titles on the shortlist below. These
are intended as a guideline only and we still recommend that you use your own discretion
when it comes to choosing which books to read with your group. A plot summary for each
title is also included in each activity pack to help give you a sense of content and themes.

The Book of the Year Awards Shortlist 2015
WHEN MR DOG BITES by Brian Conaghan- suitable for 14 +
Publisher: Bloomsbury (London)
ISBN: 978-1408842539 (HBK) or 978-1408843017 (PBK)
APPLE AND RAIN by Sarah Crossan – suitable for 13 +
Publisher: Bloomsbury (London)
ISBN: 978-1408827130 (PBK) or 9781408827130 (PBK)
SHH! WE HAVE A PLAN by Chris Haughton- suitable for all ages
Publisher: Walker Books (London)
ISBN: 978-1406342321 (HBK)
ONCE UPON AN ALPHABET by Oliver Jeffers- suitable for all ages
Publisher: HarperCollins (London)
ISBN: 978-0007514274 (HBK)
THE APPLE TART OF HOPE by Sarah Moore Fitzgerald – suitable for 12+
Publisher: Orion (London)
ISBN: 978-1444006926 (HBK) or 978-1444011159 (PBK)
DAIDEO le Áine Ní Ghlinn- suitable for age 10-14
Foilsitheoir: Cois Life (BAC)
ISBN: 978-1907494420 (Bog)
ONLY EVER YOURS by Louise O’Neill – suitable for 15+
Publisher: Quercus (London)
ISBN: 978-1848664159 (PBK)
HAIKU MÁS É DO THOIL É! le Gabriel Rosenstock agus Brian Fitzgerald (maisitheoir),
oiriúnach,don,- suitable for all ages
Foilsitheoir: An Gúm (BAC)
ISBN: 978-1857918229 (Bog)
PRIMPERFECT by Deirdre Sullivan – suitable for 15+
Publisher: Little Island (Dublin)
ISBN: 978-1908195906 (PBK)
BEYOND THE STARS compiled by Sarah Webb suitable for 9 +
Publisher: HarperCollins (London)
ISBN: 978-0007578467 (HBK)
Please note that where two ISBN’s are listed, the notes below refer to the hardback copy,
however softback are now available
CBI is pleased to recommend International Education Services who will provide a 20%
discount on all shortlisted titles. For further details call (01) 621 0310.

Important Dates
•
•
•
•

Tuesday 11th March: Awards shortlist announced; shadowing begins
Friday 15th May: Shadowing vote deadline; ballots returned to CBI
Tuesday 19th May: Awards announcement and prize-giving ceremony
Late May: Shadowing certificates issued

Reaching a Final Decision and Submitting Your Vote
This year CBI is asking all participating groups to submit a ballot sheet giving a score for
every title they read. This very closely echoes the way in which the adult judging panel
decides on the CBI Book of the Year Award shortlist and winners. Before making your
nominations, however, we recommend that you engage in at least one of the following
activities, as a way of making your group think critically about their final decision.

‘Reader Response’ Group Discussion
Before making their final judgement, it is important to give all group members the
opportunity to discuss and debate the various books they have read. One technique that has
proven to be very effective in encouraging this kind of critical dialogue in young people is
often referred to as ‘Book Talk’:
First, ask your group to form a circle with their chairs – you should sit in with them too.
Begin by asking a simple, open question, such as ‘What do you think....?’, (e.g. ‘what do you
think the book is about?’). Going around the group from person to person, each individual
should be asked to respond to the question with an opinion and give an example to back it
up (e.g. ‘I think the book is really well written because…’) or to something that has been said
already (e.g. ‘I agree with Jim because…’, ‘I don’t agree with Jim because…’).
It is very important that every participant is given the opportunity to gather their thoughts
before speaking – this ‘waiting time’ should be respected and the participant should be
encouraged to stop, think and choose their words carefully. Other participants should not be
allowed to jump in and interject if someone is taking time to get their opinion across. Using
the framework ‘I think…’, ‘I agree…’, ‘I disagree…’ should help to structure their ideas more
clearly.
The discussion can continue around the circle until no one has any more to contribute. Then
a new issue can be introduced (e.g. ‘What do you think about the main character?’) and so
on. When discussing picturebooks, this technique can be particularly effective if you
circulate copies of some of the illustrations so the participants can refer to them whilst they
are speaking. NB: If an individual has not read the title they can obviously ‘pass’ to the next
person who has.

Favourite Book Presentations
Ask each young reader to present their favourite book to the rest of the group. They must
try to convince the others to vote for their chosen title. Set strict time limits, no more than
two or three minutes each. These presentations can also be backed up with additional
materials made by the children, utilising some of the worksheets and activities contained
within this pack.
Courtroom Drama
Establish a mini courtroom scenario with the group. Select a jury and nominate someone to
propose a book (highlight the good points) and another member to oppose the book
(highlight the negative points). Repeat this for all the books they have read and then ask the
jury to vote on a final score for each title.
Book Fair
Hold a mini Book Fair. Give each title a table in the room or a display board, on which fans of
each book can create a display of their work. Then assign one or two nominated presenters
to each ‘stand’. Give the other group members time to visit each stand, view the material
and talk to the presenters. At the close of the Fair, ask everyone to come together and
discuss the merits of each book/stand before casting their final vote.
*Making Your Final Nomination - Ballot Sheet*
Having gone through the reading, deliberation and debating process, the final step is to
submit the ballot sheet overleaf on behalf of the group as a whole. First draw a line through
any of the shortlisted books you DID NOT read. Then fill in a score out of 100 for each of the
remaining titles, as decided by all members of your group who have read it. Finally, return
your completed form to CBI by Friday 15th May at the address provided.
Further Information and Contact Details
We love hearing from all our shadowing groups! Why not send us photos of your Shadowers
along with some of your book reviews or simply share with us what is working for you and
your group? You can contact any of the CBI team using the details below. Also we would be
more than happy to answer any of your questions in relation to the CBI Book of the Year
Awards and the shadowing scheme.
Email:

aoife@childrensbooksireland.ie

Tel:

Address:

CBI Book of the Year Awards Shadowing Scheme,

01 872 7475

Children’s Books Ireland, 17 North Great George’s Street, Dublin 1
Find us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter @kidsbooksirel!

CBI Book of the Year Award Shadowing Scheme – Ballot Sheet
Please carefully complete the ballot sheet below and return to Children’s Books Ireland no
later than Friday 15th May.
Note to Shadowing Group Leaders:
You should submit only one ballot sheet per group, with scores contributed only by those
who have read the title in question. To calculate your overall group score, first ask each
reader to score each of the books they have read out of 100, then average these out to get a
final overall score for each title.
•
•
•
•

Note to Group Members:
Think carefully about all the books you have read and give each a score out of 100.
If you have not read a particular book for any reason please draw a line through the box and
do not contribute a score. This will ensure we are able to count up the scores fairly.
You may award books identical scores if necessary.
Exceptionally high or low scores should only be used when you deem a book to be of
exceptionally high or low quality.

Title

Score (out of 100)

APPLE AND RAIN
BEYOND THE STARS
DAIDEO
HAIKU MÁS É DO THOIL É
ONCE UPON AN ALPHABET
ONLY EVER YOURS
PRIMPERFECT
SHH! WE HAVE A PLAN
THE APPLE TART OF HOPE
WHEN MR DOG BITES
School/ Library/ Bookshop: _________________________________________________
Group Leader Name: ______________________________________________
Number and age of young readers in the group: ________________________

Ballot forms can be returned by post to:
CBI Book of the Year Awards Shadowing Scheme, 17 North Great George’s Street, Dublin
1.
You can also submit your score by emailing: aoife@childrensbooksireland.ie or by calling 01
8727475.

WHEN MR DOG BITES
Brian Conaghan
Suitable for 14+

,
!

ISBN: 978-1408842539 (HBK)
Bloomsbury

Summary
Dylan, the sixteen-year-old narrator in When Mr Dog Bites, has Tourette’s Syndrome
which causes him to tic, swear involuntarily and, when very stressed, to growl like a dog.
He believes that he is going to die in the near future and makes a bucket list: to have sex
with a girl, to get a friend and protector for his best friend, Amir, and thirdly to get his
!
father back from the war. Dylan is such a decent, loyal compassionate
(and frequently
deluded character) that you’ll find yourself cheering him all the way to the glorious
conclusion.

Judges’ Comments
Dylan Mint is a sixteen-year-old living with Tourette’s Sydrome. This coming of age story is
by turns touching, hilarious and innovative in its use of language. Conaghan writes with a
finely tuned ear to the true ways in which teenagers communicate. Some shadowing leaders
may wish to review the book before handing it to younger readers because of this. The book
delivers some excellent talking points for teenagers and young adults around the nature of
masculinity, friendship, family and love.

About The Author
Brian Conaghan was raised in the Scottish town of Coatbridge. While at
school Brian performed miserably in most areas, however the University of
Glasgow took pity on him and dished out, among other things, a Master of
Letters in Creative Writing. Throughout the years Brian has been a painter
and decorator, a barman, a DJ, an actor and a teacher. He currently lives in
Dublin with his wife and daughter.

Reading Journal
The suggestions below highlight some important things to look out for as you progress through
the book. Try to make notes and record your changing responses to the story, as this will be
useful when you come to tackle the questions and activities featured on the following pages...
Before you begin the book:
Look at the front cover. Who or what is Mr Dog? Flick over to the back cover and answer
the same question.
Read Chapters 1-4
What have you found out about Dylan so far? Write down his full name, age, family,
friends, school and what the big life event happening to him right now is.
What symptoms of Tourette’s do we see in chapter 4?
What strikes you about the letter from Dylan’s father?
What do you notice about the language Dylan uses?
Read Chapters 5-8
Make a note of the three things on the bucket list.
How would you describe the relationship between Dylan and Amir?
Compare the tone of the writing in the other chapters to the tone of the writing in
Dylan’s letter to his father.
How would you rate the English teacher’s performance in chapter 7?
What do you think the doctor was talking to Dylan’s mother about?
How did Dylan react to what the doctor said?
Read Chapters 9-12
What did Dylan and Amir talk about in chapter 9? Do you think that 16-year-old boys
often talk about these things?
Re-read the letter in chapter 10. How does Dylan relate to his father?
What would be the challenges in living in the same house as Dylan?
How does Michelle react to Dylan’s invitation to watch his football match?
What started the row at the football match?
What is wrong with Dylan’s mother?

Read Chapters 13-16
Why is Dylan feeling so nervous in chapter 13?
What were the eight things Dylan wanted? (Pages 113/114)
How did Dylan react to meeting Tony for the first time?
What were Dylan’s top four inventions? Give a reason for each of them.
How did Dylan find out the meanings of the words: ‘banal’, ‘futile’, ‘obtuse’ and ‘facile’?
Was the classroom row typical of what happens when a teacher isn’t present?
Why did Dylan say ’Grade A to Charlotte Duffy’?
Read Chapters 17-20
Dylan says, ‘what could be better than high-fiving your mum?’ Do you agree?
What event caused Dylan to feel friendlier towards Tony?
Where, do you think, is Dylan’s father?
Why did Mrs Mint stop calling Sandra by her first name and revert to the more formal
Miss Flynn?
In what ways does his father influence Dylan?
Read Chapters 21-23
Was it appropriate for Mrs Mint to read Dylan’s letter to his father?
Do you believe that Dylan can sometimes control Mr Dog?
What did Fitz mean by the term ‘mongo’?
How did you feel about what Fritz and Gaz said about Amir ?
Is the incident in the park realistic?
How did Dylan escape from Fritz and Gaz?
Did Dylan feel more hopeful after Googling Tourette’s?
How did Dylan convince his mother to let him go to the Hallowe’en disco?
Read Chapter 24
In your experience was Skittles’ description of a ‘normal’ disco accurate?
What characters did Dylan and Amir dress up as?
What strategies does Dylan use throughout the book to control the symptoms of the
Tourette’s?
Did the teachers in Dylan’s school show respect for their students?

What reasons did Amir and Dylan give for refusing alcohol at the disco?
Why would Amir’s parents go ‘blinking mental’ if they discovered that Amir was dating
Priya?
Why did Michelle go back to Dylan’s house?
Read Chapters 25-26
What evidence was there the next day that Michelle had spent the night in Dylan’s
room?
What important fact did Dylan omit from his letter to his father on 2nd Nov?
What was the new approach to Dylan’s treatment, which was suggested by Doc Colm?
Dylan was not going to die in March. What was going to happen?
Of the ten questions Dylan wanted to ask his mother, which one do you think was most
important to him? (Pages 323/324)
What had happened to Dylan’s father?
Read Chapters 27-30
Why was Dylan’s father in prison?
How did Amir react when Dylan told him he wasn’t going to die?
Was Dylan’s new treatment effective?
There are now four in Dylan’s group of friends. Who are they?
What happened in Boots?
What preparations did Dylan make for his date with Michelle?
Go back to your bucket list (chapter 7) and tick off the items Dylan achieved.
What does Dylan say in his final letter to his father?

Questions
There are many swear words and explicit sexual references in this book and many characters
say exactly what comes into their heads, without any filter, apparently regardless of the
feelings of the other people. As a reader how do you react to this?
Dylan is a very likeable character and the reader is firmly on his side. How does the author
achieve this?
Do you feel confident that Dylan’s future looks brighter than his past? Give as many reason
as you can for your answer.
It could be said that Mrs Mint was not always a very good parent. What do you think?
Re-read Dylan’s first and his last letter to his father. In what ways has Dylan matured over
the course of the novel?

Dylan had been to a mainstream primary school but his mother moved him to Drumhill
Special School. How do you think Dylan would fare now in a mainstream school?
The bullying and racism is very graphic in this novel. Is this true to life?
Dylan’s relationship with Tony changes as the story unfolds. What does Tony do (or not do)
to gain Dylan’s trust and confidence?
What did you think of the relationships between the pupils in Drumhill School in general and
between Dylan and Amir in particular?
Friedrich Nietzsche coined the phrase ‘That which does not kill us makes us stronger.’ What
does this mean? Do you agree with it ? Can you think of any examples from real life, yours
or someone else’s?
!

Activities
!
Research the following and suggest ways you might support a family member or friend with
any of these conditions:
Tourette’s Syndrome
Down Syndrome
Autistic Spectrum
Oppositional Defiant Disorder
Obsessive Compulsive Disorder
Dylan uses very colourful language, even without the Tourette’s. He likes to acquire new
words, invent his own, use common sayings, or idioms (not always accurately) and use
rhyming slang. See how many of each you can find in the book. Here are some to get you
started:
New word: ‘paradox’
Invented word: ‘bonkerinos’
Idiom: ‘the straw that broke the donkey’s back’
Rhyming slang: ‘would you Adam and Eve it?’
While you are searching, make a note of any word that tells you this story was set in
Scotland.
‘Young people with disabilities should be supported to stay in mainstream schools.’ Write
arguments for and against this statement.
Make a list of some of the sports questions and answers that Dylan thought up as Brain Gym
exercises to distract himself. Make up a similar quiz for a sport of your choice.
(See pages 148, 159/160 and 253 for examples)
Write a 250-word review of the book and suggest the age range it might appeal to.
!
!
!

APPLE AND RAIN
Sarah Crossan
Suitable for age 13+

,
!

!

ISBN: 978-1408827130 (PBK)
Bloomsbury Publishing
Summary
When Apple's mother returns after eleven years of absence, Apple feels whole again. She will
have an answer to her burning question – why did you go? And she will have someone who
understands what it means to be a teenager – unlike Nana. But just like the stormy
Christmas Eve when she left, her mother's homecoming is bittersweet, and Apple wonders
who is really looking after whom. It's only when Apple meets someone more lost than she is,
that she begins to see things as they really are.

Judges’ Comments
Sarah Crossan’s insightful, thoughtful, heartfelt poetry is juxtaposed against prose that is
stark by contrast. Both poetry and prose work together to paint a vivid picture of a teenage
girl coping with the loss of and subsequent reunion with an absent, occasionally
untrustworthy mother. This first-person narrative completely captures Apple’s pain and
anger, bewilderment and confusion. There is much to discuss and to explore, touching on
themes of immigration, prejudice, love, family and coming of age.

About The Author
Sarah Crossan is originally from Dublin and now lives in
London with her family. She graduated with a degree in
Philosophy and Literature before training as an English and
drama teacher at Cambridge University. She has been
working to promote creative writing in schools since. She
taught English at a small private school near New York until
she became a full time writer. Her first novel, The Weight of
Water, won the CBI Eilís Dillon Award in 2013.
!

Reading Journal
The suggestions below highlight some important things to look out for as you progress through
the book. Try to make notes and record your changing responses to the story, as this will be
useful when you come to tackle the questions and activities featured on the following pages.
Before you begin the book:
Take a look at the cover of the book and write down what you think the story will be about.
Consider the title – knowing that Apple is the main character, what do you think Rain has to
do with the novel?
Read Section 1: Solitude
Take note of your initial reaction to the book. Does it hold your interest? Is there one
sentence in particular that grabs your interest?
On page 15 Apple and Nana have a debate about being a baby and being an adult. How does
this play into the theme of the book?
What are your initial thoughts about Del? Do you find him ‘kooky’ as Apple describes?
Read Section 2: Fear
What are your initial thoughts on Apple’s mother? Do you think she is acting appropriately?
Apple decides to move in with her mother; do you think that is a good choice? What do you
expect the living situation will be like?
Apple remembers Nana warning her to be careful what she wishes for. How do you think
Apple will respond to Rain as the story continues?
Read Section 3: War
Walking home instead of getting a lift seems very important to Rain. Why do you think that
is?
Apple has to take care of Rain and takes her to the library. What role do you think books
play in the novel? Are they important?
At the end of the section Apple makes the distinction between ‘abnormal’ and ‘being one of
a kind’. What do you think the difference is and why is it important to Apple?
!
Read Section 4: Love
Del shows up in Apple’s school. Dr Dillion asks Mrs Wilkins to ‘find a home for this boy’.
What is the significance of having a home in this story?
What do you think of the party scenes? How does Apple react? How does Rain respond?
What do you think of Egan’s behaviour in the section? What lesson do you think Apple
learns from it?
Read Section 5: Disappointment
Apple says of Del: ‘For someone who lives on the moon, he’s figured out quite a lot about
the real world.’ Do you agree?

Apple and Rain come up with a poem together. Do you think the nonsense words are
important?
The search for Rain seems hopeless. What do you think has happened to her? What do you
think Apple has learned from the experience?
Read Section 6: Poetry
Apple’s father is absent throughout a lot of the novel. Do you think he is a better or worse
parent than Apple’s mother?
There are a lot of poems in the story. Did you like reading the poems? How do you think it
impacted your reading process?
What impact do you think the poetry unit had on Apple’s life?

Questions
The back of the book claims it is ‘A story about sad endings, a story about happy beginnings,
a story to make you realise who is special.’ Do you think this is an accurate description of
the book?
The book is divided into parts and chapters. Did you find the structure and pacing helpful?
What do you think the use of italics is for in the book?
Apple writes two versions of homework for Mr Graydon. Looking at the two side by side, do
you think she is saying similar things in both?
Rain’s attachment to Jenny is confusing. Does she truly think that Jenny is a real baby in
your opinion?
What purpose do you think food has in the book?
What role does the coast and the pier play in the book?
When Apple is hungover she says: ‘My head swims like I’m bobbing for apples.’ What do you
think of this use of her own name?
Apple thinks Rain ‘needs to hear the truth’ since it will ‘make everything easier for everyone.’
What role do you think truth has in the book?
At the end of the book Apple says: ‘Why do I need to be anyone’s? Can’t I belong to myself?’
What do you think this shows about Apple’s maturity? How does this play into the coming
of age story?

Activities
Apple writes two versions of her homework for English. The first assignment is 100 words on
solitude. Write 100 words about solitude – one response as a poem and one as a paragraph
of prose.
At the end of the book Apple writes a poem which tells the truth ‘slanted’. Write your own
slanted truth poem.

Draw an alternative cover for the novel.
After reading Lewis Carroll’s poem Jabberwocky Apple and Rain come up with their own
poem using made-up words. Come up with your own Jabberwocky-style poem.
Apple’s mother has a tattoo of an apple on her hip. If you had a tattoo, what would it be and
why?

SHH! WE HAVE A PLAN
Chris Haughton
Suitable for all ages

!

ISBN: 978-1406342321 (HBK)
Walker Books

Summary
Four friends, three big and one little, are out for a walk. Suddenly, they spot it – a beautiful
bird perched high in a tree! They simply MUST have it and – SHH! – They have a PLAN. So
they tip-toe, tip-toe very slowly, nets poised – ‘Ready one ... ready two ... ready three ... GO!’
But, at the turn of the page, we find a ridiculous bunch of very tangled characters and a
blissfully oblivious bird, flying away. One hilarious foiled plan after another and it's clear that
this goofy trio CANNOT catch that elusive birdie! But the littlest of this group, a quiet
spectator up until now, knows that a bit of kindness and sweetness can go a lot further than
any elaborate scam. Will his three friends follow his gentle lead or will they get themselves
into even more trouble?

Judges’ Comments
Three determined but incompetent baddies and a whole world of humour in a story that is
perfectly paced and revealed visually with the minimum of words through vibrant, carefully
chosen colours and inventive collage. A perfect picturebook that provides space for the
reader to make predictions, to draw inferences, to activate prior knowledge, to discuss,
appreciate and really enjoy the expressive (and impressive) artwork. Every art-room, every
classroom, every home should have multiple copies.

About The Author:
Chris Haughton previously won a CBI Bisto Book of the Year Award for his
book A Bit Lost – the tale of a little lost owl. Chris grew up in Dublin, and
always wanted to be an archaeologist because he was crazy about
dinosaurs. Ever since he was young, he was good at drawing, and loved
books with pictures and diagrams. When he grew up, he moved to Hong
Kong and worked as a teacher with small children. A lot of the time, they
didn’t understand his English, so he drew on the blackboard or used
picturebooks to help them understand. Chris now lives in London.

!

Questions
Before you begin the book:
Look at the front cover. What do you think this book is about?
What do you think is the relationship between the main characters? e.g. friends, siblings.
When you have read the book:
Did you recognise where the book was set?
What time of day do you think it was?
What was your favourite picture or spread (two facing pages) from the book? Describe it.
What was your least favourite picture or spread from the book? Describe it.
Do you think the cover illustration was strong? Would you have picked something else?
Do you like the colours used in the pictures?
What do you think the birds feel like when touched?
Who was your favourite character and why?
How many characters were in the book?
Why did the bird not fly away from the smallest character?
Can you think of any other stories or fairy tales with a similar number of characters?
Questions for older readers:
Did you relate to any of the characters?
Why do you think the illustrator used a blue colour scheme?
Which is the most important spread from the book and why?
Why does the colour scheme change in certain parts of the book?
Why did the bigger characters ignore the smaller one?
What do you think would happen next?
Do you think they learned their lesson?
Do you think the illustrator does a good job of showing us how the characters are feeling?
What age group do you think this book is intended for and why?
How do you think the artist created the pictures?
Do you think older readers can enjoy picturebooks too?
Did you enjoy looking at the pictures alongside the text? If you were to take away the words
from the page, would you still be able to understand what was happening in the story?

What words would you use to describe the characters of the book?

Activities
Write a short review of the book.
How do you think the smaller character feels? Write a diary entry from his point of view.
Where do you think the book is set? What other animals might live there? Draw a picture of
these creatures.
Activities for older readers
In Shh! We Have a Plan, what kind of technique did the illustrator use to create the pictures?
Can you create your own picture using this method?
Create shadow puppets by cutting out the silhouettes of the characters and birds from the
book. Trace the designs for the birds from the end pages of the book.
Create your own bird mobile by cutting and decorating the templates provided by the
silhouettes in the end pages.
Create a giant bird for the classroom and ask each child to decorate a feather to be stuck on
a large cut-out silhouette.
Create a large-scale collaged poster of the colourful bird spread, allowing the entire class to
contribute their own bird to the image.
Make the story into a play. Divide the roles into narrator, three big friends, one small friend,
the main bird and allow the remaining students to be birds. Create feather headbands for
the cast by attaching illustrated feathers to paper circles.

Useful Internet links
The making of Shh! We Have a Plan:
http://blog.chrishaughton.com/the-making-of-shh-we-have-a-plan/
Downloads and Activity Sheets:
http://www.walkerbooks.com.au/statics/dyn/1393798553504/Shh-We-Have-aPlan.pdf
http://www.chrishaughton.com/downloads
Book Trailer:
https://vimeo.com/88145367
Podcast Interview with Chris Haughton:
http://lgbpodcast.blogspot.ie/2014/09/chris-haughton-ep-84.html
About the Illustrator:
http://www.walker.co.uk/contributors/Chris-Haughton-8964.aspx

ONCE UPON AN ALPHABET
Oliver Jeffers
Suitable for all ages

!
978-0007514274 (HBK)

HarperCollins Children’s
Books
Summary
The letters of our alphabet work tirelessly to make words that in turn make stories, but what
if there was a story FOR each of the letters instead? Turn the pages of this exquisite book to
find out. Here you will discover twenty-six short stories introducing a host of new characters
(plus the occasional familiar face). From Edmund the astronaut with his awkward fear of
heights, via the dynamic new investigative duo of the Owl and the Octopus, through to the
Zeppelin that just might get Edmund a little bit closer to where he needs to be, this book is
packed with funny, thrilling, perilous and above all entertaining tales inspired by every letter
in the alphabet.

Judges Comments
Every school, every home, every person should have at least one copy, as this is a book that
bears repeated readings. Each letter of the alphabet is introduced with its own story, each
one weaving in and out of one another, asking the reader to make connections and crossreferences. Although this is an alphabet book, the cleverly constructed stories and quirky line
drawings make this the perfect read for children of all ages.

About The Author
Oliver Jeffers makes art and tells stories. His picturebooks include How to
Catch a Star, Lost and Found – which was made into an animated film – The
Way Back Home and The Incredible Book-Eating Boy, The Great Paper Caper
and The Heart and the Bottle. Oliver has won many awards, including the
Nestle Children’s Book Prize Gold Award, CBI Bisto Book of the Year Awards
for Illustration and the Irish Book Awards Children’s Book of the Year. He
has been shortlisted for the Kate Greenaway Medal. Originally from Belfast,
Oliver now lives and works in Brooklyn, New York.
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Questions
Before you begin the book:
Before showing the book to the children, take the dust jacket off. If you took away the dust
jacket would you be able to tell what the book is about? Does it look fun or serious? Is
learning about the alphabet fun?
With the dust jacket on: Look at the front cover. What do you think it is about? Is it fun or
serious?
Look at the back cover. What is the secret message?
What makes this book different from other picturebooks? (e.g size, width)
Think about the title of the book. What does it remind you of?
When you have read the book:
What was your favourite picture or spread (two pages) from the book? Describe it.
What was your least favourite picture or spread from the book? Describe it.
How did the stories make you feel? Why was this?
Do you think the cover illustration was strong? Would you have picked something else?
Do you like the colours used in the pictures?
Who was your favourite character and why?
How many characters were in the book?
How many animals were in the book?
Do any look familiar?
Questions for older readers:
Have you read any other books by Oliver Jeffers?
In Once Upon an Alphabet we revisit past characters from Jeffers’ previous books. If you have
read any of his previous books, did you recognise any characters? Which books are they
from?
What age group do you think this book is intended for and why?
Do you think older readers can enjoy picturebooks too?
How do you think the artist created the pictures?
Look at the end pages of the book. Why are they different?
Do you think the illustrator does a good job of showing us how the characters are feeling?
What words would you use to describe the characters of the book? Are there any alliterative
(a repeated first consonant) words you could use to describe the characters?

Activities
Choose your favourite story and write a review. Draw your own illustration to accompany it.
Write your own whimsical silly story based on the first letter in your name. Use that letter
to decide where it could be based, who else might be in it and how the main character might
be feeling.
Activities for older readers
What kind of techniques does Oliver Jeffers use to create the pictures? Can you create your
own picture using these materials?
Make a large poster for the classroom. Divide the 26 letters of the alphabet between the
children and ask them individually or in groups to create an image based on this letter,
making the images as funny and whimsical as possible. You could have a class discussion to
firstly decide how each letter may be represented. For example A could be an Ape eating an
Apple, wearing an Astronaut’s suit while sitting on an Airplane!
Type and print a list of words beginning with the same letter: names of people, professions,
places, actions, animals etc. Cut up and fold each and put into separate jars labelled with the
category. Divide the children into groups and allocate to each table their own letter and
their own set of jars. Each child must take one piece of paper from each jar and create a
short story or poem based on the words they have chosen.
Typography:
The typeface used for Jeffers’ books is predominantly made up of his own handwriting,
either drawn by pencil, crayon or painted. His handwritten style perfectly reflects the
humour of the pictures and the vibrancy of his artwork and has become as recognisable as
his characters. As such, it was only fitting that he finally produce a book with his typography
as the main focus, and Once Upon an Alphabet certainly allows for this. Discuss the typeface
used.
Typeface Projects
Have the class create their own alphabet posters.
Make your own shadowing group typeface. See how different your writing looks when
created using different media such as pencil, pen, chalk, crayon, acrylic paint or watercolour
paint.
Useful Internet links
About the author:
http://www.harpercollins.co.uk/cr-100742/oliver-jeffers
http://oliverjeffersworld.com/
Videos:
http://player.vimeo.com/video/57472271
Podcast:

http://www.npr.org/player/v2/mediaPlayer.html?action=1&t=1&islist=false&id=35
4811653&m=355904090

THE APPLE TART OF HOPE
Sarah Moore Fitzgerald
Suitable for age 12+
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ISBN: 978-1444006926 (HBK)
Orion
Summary
The best baker in the world, Oscar Dunleavy, is missing. Everyone presumes he is dead but
no one seems too surprised. Only Meg, his best friend, and his little brother Stevie are
shocked. Surrounded by grief and confusion, Meg and Stevie are determined to find out what
happened to Oscar, and together they learn about loyalty and friendship and the power of
never giving up hope.

Judges’ Comments
Twenty chapters make up twenty ‘slices’ of a deep-filled apple tart: the interwoven and
beautifully written alternating narratives of Meg and of her best friend Oscar. He is missing,
presumed dead by his own hand. The sliver or two of magic realism adds piquancy to the
story, gradually revealed, of how sustained bullying combines with insecurity and poor
communication skills to (almost) destroy even the most popular of students.

About The Author
Sarah Moore Fitzgerald was born in New York in 1965 but grew up in
County Dublin. She is a professor and associate vice-president at the
University of Limerick, specialising in psychology and effective
pedagogy in higher education. She has published several non-fiction
books on teaching, learning and academic writing. She runs regular
writers' retreats for academics and students in Ireland and
internationally.
!

Reading Journal
The suggestions below highlight some important things to look out for as you progress through
the book. Try to make notes and record your changing responses to the story, as this will be
useful when you come to tackle the questions and activities featured on the following pages...
Before you begin the book:
Look at the cover of the book where it says ‘there's always a crumb left’. From this alone
what do you think the book might be about? Is the book’s title confusing? What do you
think of the cover artwork? Do you think you will enjoy this book?
Read the first slice
The story opens with a prayer service for Oscar who is missing and presumed dead. How do
you think his disappearance is affecting his classmates?
There is some confusion when Oscar’s ‘Best Friend’ is called to do a reading. How do you
think Meg might feel when she realises it is not her that is being called?
Father Frank talks about the difficulties of growing up. What is the hardest part, do you
think?
Why do you think Meg and Stevie are the only people who don't believe Oscar has died?
Read the second slice
Whose perspective is this chapter from?
What do you think of Oscar’s revelation that he hates himself and wanted to end his life?
Although Oscar wants to stay away he doesn't want his family and friends to give up
searching for him yet. Why do you think he feels like this?
Read the third slice
How does Oscar’s community react to his disappearance in contrast to his family? What
kind of relationship do Stevie and his Dad have?
‘Pessimism is a contagious feeling and there was a lot of it around.’ Do you agree with this?
Meg wishes she never went to New Zealand. Do you think she blames herself for Oscar’s
disappearance?
How are Oscar and Meg different? Do you think that Oscar is a more positive person than
Meg?
Meg reveals that she lives in Ireland. Did you realise the story was set in Ireland before now?
Do you think Meg’s parents are unfair to Meg in relation to their move to New Zealand? Do
you think Meg is taking an opportunity for granted?
‘I wanted to say lots of things to him, too. Things that had gradually become clearer just
before I was supposed to leave.’ What do you suspect some of the things Meg wants to tell
Oscar are?
Meg reveals Oscar has a talent for catching people when they were falling. What do you
think she means?

Read the fourth slice
Does Oscar’s description of Meg give you a different perspective of her?
What do you think of Oscar’s gift? How does he handle the situation with Barney?
How do you think the apple tart affects the situation?
Read the fifth slice
How is Meg’s version of what happened different to Oscar's? Why do you think that is?
Does Oscar’s description of the apple tart match what you originally thought? Do you think
it is magical?
Why does Oscar make Meg an apple tart? How do his apple tarts change people?
What do you think of Meg’s letter to Oscar? Why does she not deliver it?
How do you think Oscar might feel if he read Meg’s letter?
Read the sixth slice
What do you think of Paloma’s actions towards Oscar?
Did you suspect that Oscar felt this way about Meg?
Are you surprised by Paloma’s reaction to Oscar’s rejection?
What do you think of Paloma? Do you think she is a confident person?
Why do you think Paloma gives Oscar the letter? Do you suspect she read it?
Read the seventh slice
Do Meg's descriptions of New Zealand make you want to visit there? Do you think it was
the apple tart or her positive attitude that changed how she feels about moving?
Do you think Oscar and Meg’s emails really show how they are feeling?
What do you think of Oscar's descriptions of Paloma? How might they have made Meg feel?
Why do you think Paloma emailed Meg? Do you think she really gave Oscar the letter to be
helpful?
Read the eighth slice
Were you surprised by the actual letter Oscar received? Why do you think it has changed so
drastically?
Do you think Paloma is manipulating Oscar and Meg's friendship? Why do you think that is?
Why do you think Oscar believes this letter? How are Meg and Oscar getting their wires
crossed?
Read the ninth slice
Why does Meg not suspect her letter has been altered?

Can you understand how these events changed Meg and Oscar's friendship completely?
Read the tenth slice
What do you think of Oscar and Paloma's friendship? Why does Paloma ‘disappear’ in
school?
How does Paloma's influence affect Oscar?
Do you think Paloma expected everyone in school to react differently to Oscar's apple tarts?
Do you think she understands Oscar in the same way Meg does?
How are Oscar's emails different to what is actually happening? Can you understand how
Meg might misinterpret them?
Read the eleventh slice
Why does Meg begin to ignore Oscar? Can you understand why she feels this way?
Why do you suspect people have started to turn against Oscar?
In what way could Meg's email be very hurtful for Oscar? Why does he still not give up?
What do you think this shows about their friendship?
Read the twelfth slice
How would you feel in Oscar's situation? Why do you think no one stands up for him?
Do you think Barney saves Oscar because of the magic of the apple tarts? Do you think that
Barney might have the same talent as Oscar?
‘I thought I had known what I was doing but I had not.’ How does having someone to talk to
change Oscar's mind about ending his life?
Read the thirteenth slice
What do you think of Meg's reaction to the news about Oscar? Are her parents supportive of
her?
How do people try to comfort one another when they are grieving or in shock? Do these
things help?
Read the fourteenth slice
What do you think of The Ratio? Do you think this applies to your class or school?
Do you think Paloma is really trying to be everyone's friend?
Is it a coincidence that Oscar becomes the one at the bottom of The Ratio after Paloma
explains it to him? Does The Ratio only exist if people believe in it?
How do you think Oscar feels upon hearing about the day of prayer? Why is he ashamed of
his life?
Read the fifteenth slice
Why do you think Paloma might avoid Meg? Why do you think Meg does not confront her?

Why do Meg and Stevie need each other?
How do you think Paloma feels now Oscar is gone? Do you think she cared about Oscar?
What is different about the way Katy talks about Oscar and the way Meg talks about Oscar?
Why do you think Meg uses the present tense and Katy uses the past tense when talking
about Oscar? Does it sound like they are talking about the same person?
Do you think it is harder for teenage boys to open up about their feelings? Why is this?
Do you think Oscar's experience in school was just ‘the rough and tumble of normal teenage
interaction?’ Why do you think this?
Do you think Meg is partly responsible for Oscar's disappearance? Why is she so angry with
her classmates?
Read the sixteenth slice
How is Meg's conversation with Katy different to Oscar's conversation with Barney? Why do
you think Oscar finds it so easy to talk to Barney?
How does grief affect Barney, Oscar and Mr. Dunleavy in different ways?
Why does Oscar find it so hard to go home? Why do you think Barney does not force him to
leave?
What do you think of Paloma’s Mum? How are they similar?
What do you think of Oscar's story about his Gran? Do you think his Gran was passing on
her gift to Oscar? Why do you think the apple tart doesn't work this time?
Why do you think Oscar tries to kiss Paloma? What do you think of her reaction?
Do you think there should be conditions attached to a friendship? Why do you think Oscar
keeps making excuses for Paloma's behaviour?
Read the seventeenth slice
Were you surprised by Paloma's treatment of Meg?
What do you think of the way Paloma speaks about Oscar? Do you think Meg believes her?
Do you think Paloma’s appearance affects how other people treat her? Why do you think
this is?
Read the eighteenth slice
Why do you think Paloma tells Oscar the ‘truth’ about the accident? Do you think it is the
truth?
Why is Paloma intentionally hurting Oscar?
Why is it that Barney can see that Paloma is not a very nice person but Oscar still cannot?
Read the nineteenth slice
Can you understand Stevie’s reaction to the letter? Why is he so angry? Does he blame Meg
for Oscar's disappearance?

How do you think Meg must have felt reading the altered letter?
Are you surprised by Paloma's reaction when Meg confronts her? What do you think this
says about Paloma and her actions towards Oscar? Were they intentional?
Why does Meg make an apple tart?
Why is being a good listener so important?
Why do you think Barney doesn't tell Meg about Oscar straight away? What changes his
mind?
Read the last slice
Why do you think Oscar ignores Barney at first?
How do Oscar and Barney save each other in more ways than one?
Are you surprised that Oscar confronted Paloma?
Do you think Paloma has convinced herself that her version of events is true? Do you think
she will learn her lesson and take Oscar's advice?
What do you think of Stevie and his Dad's reaction to Oscar's return? How do you think you
would feel in the same situation?
What do you think of Stevie's attitude towards the accident and his disability? What kind of
relationship do Stevie and Oscar have?
What do you think of Meg and Oscar's reunion? Will Meg always be the one to save Oscar?
What do you think is the true secret of the apple tart?

Questions
Mental health and bullying are major themes in this novel; do you think your school does
enough to promote an awareness around these topics?
‘Hope is never destructive. Hope is the thing that keeps you going. You need hope as surely
as you need to breathe air and drink water.’ A lot of this book is about positivity and
negativity, how do you think being positive or negative can affect your mental health?
Oscar attempts to end his life in this book. How do you think the author deals with the
subject of suicide and depression? Do you think this topic was appropriately dealt with? Is
this a topic young people should read about?
Paloma manipulates Oscar throughout this story: why do you think she treats Oscar this
way? What do you think of her theory of The Ratio?
Do you think the location of this story was obvious or not? Did you feel that this was a very
Irish story? Would young readers in other countries understand it easily?
The friendship of Meg and Oscar changes throughout the book. What kind of friendship do
you think Meg and Oscar have? How was it different to Oscar and Paloma's friendship?
Who was your favourite or least favourite character and why? Was this an enjoyable book?
Growing up and maturing are a huge part of this story; What are the most difficult parts of
growing up and how do you think the characters change because of this?

How do you think the author presents Stevie's disability? How do the other characters
interact with Stevie and his disability? Do you think it is important that young wheelchair
users are represented in books for young people?
What did you think of the apple tart aspect to this story? Were the apple tarts a metaphor
for something else or could the story have been told without them?

Activities
Meg describes becoming friends with Oscar and remembers a happy photo of her and Oscar
hanging out of their windows laughing. Find a photo that brings back happy memories for
you and share it with your class. Why does it contain such happy memories?
Write a diary entry and pretend you are Meg, Stevie or Paloma; how do you feel when Oscar
disappears and how do you feel when he finally comes back?
Katy the counsellor tells Meg it is harder for teenage boys to express themselves. Have a
class debate about whether or not this is a true statement.
A lot of children end their life due to bullying and other personal issues. Design posters and
start an anti-bullying campaign in your class or school. You could try to raise money to
promote a charity like the ISPCC, which works to help children who are being bullied or
abused.
Stevie writes Oscar a series of short encouraging notes. Make a jar filled with encouraging
and positive quotes for your classroom to give anyone who might be having a bad day
something good to think about.
Make your own apple tart of hope and share a slice with someone important to you!
!
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ISBN: 978-1907494420 (PBK)
Cois Life
Achoimre / Summary
Tá Liam ag éalú óna thuismitheoirí ar an traein go Baile Átha Cliath. Níl éinne eile leis agus
tá sé ag folú ó fhear na dticéad. Buaileann sé le seanduine ar an traein agus ansin tosaíonn
siad ag caint. Tá siad cosúil lena chéile, Liam agus an seanduine. Tá an seanduine ag éalú
freisin ar an traein. An mbuaileann Liam le cara nua agus é ar a theitheadh?
Liam is escaping from his parents on the train to Dublin. There is no one else with him and
he is hiding from the ticket man. He meets an old person on the train and they start talking.
They are similar to each other, Liam and the old man. The old man is also escaping on the
train. Has Liam met a new friend on his escape?

Tuairiscí an Mholtóra/ Judges’ Comments
Gearrscéal fada nó úrscéal gearr? Is cuma – is scéal fíor-chliste so-léite í a gheobhaidh greim
docht agus a rachaidh i bhfeidhm ar léitheoirí d’achan aois. Agus iad ag éisteacht le scéalta a
chéile ar thraein go BÁC, fásann gaol idir seanfhear agus gasúr óg (12) atá ag éalú óna
thuistí. Cuireann rithim na rothaí ar ár suaimhneas muid agus ní bhraitheann muid i gceart
an teannas agus agus dorchadas ag bagairt. Gaeilge den scoth, do dhaltaí meánscoile sa
1ú/2ú bhliain.

Faoin Údar/ About The Author
Léachtóir, iriseoir agus scríbhneoir í Áine Ní Ghlinn. Tá céim B.A. (Gaeilge
& Béarla) agus A.T.O. aici ón gColáiste Ollscoile, Baile Átha Cliath;
Dioplóma san Iriseoireacht ó Choláiste Iriseoireachta, Londain agus M.A.
sa Scríbhneoireacht Chruthaitheach ó Ollscoil Lancaster.Tá dhá leabhar is
fiche scríofa aici – ceithre chnuasach filíochta agus ocht leabhar déag do
dhéagóirí agus do léitheoirí óga.
Áine Ní Ghlinn is a lecturer, journalist and writer. She has a B.A. (Irish and
English) and H.Dip. Ed. from University College, Dublin; a Diploma in
Journalism from the London School of Journalism and a M.A. in Creative
Writing from Lancaster University. She has written twenty-two books –
four collections of poetry and eighteen books for teenagers and young people.
Féach ar an chlúdach/Look at the book’s cover
Cén sórt atmaisféar a mhothaíonn tú as an chlúdach seo?/
What kind of atmosphere do you get from this cover?
An bhfuil an buachaill ar an chlúdach sásta lena shaol?
Is the boy on the cover happy with his life?
Dá bhfeicfeá clúdach an leabhair seo i siopa leabhar an gceannófá é? Dá gceannófá, nó mura
gceannófá, cén fáth?
If you saw this book in a bookshop would you buy it? Why?

!

Léigh Caibidil 1/ Read Chapter 1
Bhí Liam ag caint le fear na dticéad sa chaibidil seo. Cén sórt comhrá a bhí acu? An raibh sé
cairdiúil, amhrasach nó aisteach?
Liam was talking to the ticket man in this chapter. What kind of conversation did they have?
Was it friendly, suspicious or strange?
An raibh Liam fírinneach le fear na dticéad? Mura raibh, cé mhéad bréag a d'inis sé?
Was Liam truthful with the ticket man? If not, how many lies did he tell?
Léigh Caibidil 2/ Read Chapter 2
Tá Liam beag dá aois. Bhíodh agus ní bhíodh sé sin úsáideach. Bhí sé ag smaoineamh ar na
huaireanta a bhí sé úsáideach agus na huaireanta nach raibh sé úsáideach. An bhfuil aon uair
eile go mbeadh nó nach mbeadh sé úsáideach?
Liam is small for his age. This can sometimes be useful and at other times not so useful. He
was thinking about the times it was useful and not useful. Can you think of any other similar
occasions?
‘Páirceanna glasa, páirceanna buí, páirceanna glasa, páirceanna buí’. An bhfuil tú abálta an
traein a chloisteáil trí na focail sa chaibidil seo? An bhfuiltear do choinneáil ar bís?
‘Páirceanna glasa, páirceanna buí, páirceanna glasa, páirceanna buí.’ Can you hear the train
through the words in this chapter? Are you kept in suspense?
Léigh Caibidil 3/ Read Chapter 3
Bhuail Liam le duine éigin nua nuair a bhí sé ag folú ó fhear na dticéad. Thosaigh sé ag
smaoineamh ar a chara, Micheál. An mbeadh sé níos fearr a bheith ag taisteal leis siúd? Cen
fáth, dar leat?
Liam met someone new while he was hiding from the ticket man. He started to think about
his friend, Micheál. Would it be better to be traveling with him? Why, in your opinion?
Léigh Caibidil 4/ Read Chapter 4
Bhí ar Liam scéal a insint chun éalú inniu. An bhfuil Liam go maith mar aisteoir agus scéalaí?
Liam had to tell a story to escape today. Is Liam a good actor and a storyteller?
Léigh Caibidil 5/ Read Chapter 5
Cén sórt saol a bhí ag Liam agus a chlann sa bhaile? An raibh saol maith acu?
What sort of life did Liam and his family have at home? Did they have a good life?
Léigh Caibidil 6/ Read Chapter 6
Tá coimhlint tábhactach i scéalta. Cén sórt coimhlint atá i gceist sa chaibidil seo? Cé mhéad
duine atá i gcoimhlint lena chéile anseo?
Conflict is important in stories. What kind of conflict is taking place in this chapter? How
many people are in conflict with each other here?
Léigh Caibidil 7/ Read Chapter 7
Bhí ar an seanfhear fear na dticéad a cheansú. Ar cheap tú go raibh an bealach a d'úsáid sé
leis cliste?
The old man had to calm the ticket man down. Did you think the way he did this was clever?
Léigh Caibidil 8/ Read Chapter 8
Cén sórt fear é an seanfhear? An raibh sé folláin? Cén fáth? Cad iad na comharthaí a léirigh
go raibh nó nach raibh sé folláin?
What kind of person is the old man? Was he healthy? Why? What are the signs that he was
or wasn’t healthy?

Léigh Caibidil 9/ Read Chapter 9
Chuir an seanfhear ainm nua ar Liam mar chéannacht rúnda. An raibh an smaoineamh seo go
maith, dar leatsa? Agus cad í an chéannacht rúnda atá ag an seanfhear?
The old man gave Liam a new name, like a secret identity. Was this a good idea, do you
think? And what is the secret identity of the old man?
Léigh Caibidil 10/ Read Chapter 10
Ar mhothaigh tú comhbhá leis an seanfhear agus Liam? Cén fáth?
Do you sympathise with the old man and Liam? Why?
Léigh Caibidil 11/ Read Chapter 11
Mura mhothaigh tú comhbhá leis an seanfhear sa chaibidil roimhe seo, cad faoi anois? An
raibh scéal brónach aige?
If you didn’t feel sympathy for the old man in the previous chapter, what about now? Did he
have a sad story?
Léigh Caibidil 12/ Read Chapter 12
Cad a cheap tú faoi dhílseacht Liam dá mhama?
What did you think of Liam’s loyalty to his mother?
An raibh sé cliste a fhón póca a fhágáil ina sheomra codlata?
Was he clever to have left his mobile phone in his bedroom?
Léigh Caibidil 13/ Read Chapter 13
An raibh saol crua ag an mbeirt acu? Bhí siad ar a dteitheadh agus bheadh orthu dul ar ais
arís ag an saol a bhí acu. An rud brónach é sin?
Did both the boy and the old man have hard lives? They were escaping and they would both
have to eventually go back to their lives. Was that sad?
Léigh Caibidil 14/ Read Chapter 14
Bhí sceitimíní ar Liam. Cairde nua ag dul ar fud na cathrach in éineacht. An bhfuil tú sásta a
léamh go raibh siad ag dul ar fud Bhaile Átha Cliath le chéile?
Liam was excited. New friends going around the city together. Are you happy to read that
they are going around Dublin together?
Léigh Caibidil 15 agus 16/ Read Chapter 15 and 16
Nach bhfuil sé sin thar a bheith scanrúil? Cén fáth? An raibh eagla ort nuair a bhí na caibidlí
léite agat? Nó cén sórt mothúchán?
What happens in this chapter is terrifying. Why is this? Were you frightened when you read
the chapters? Did you feel any other kind of emotion?
Léigh Caibidil 17/ Read Chapter 17
Cad a cheap tú faoin scéal sin? An raibh deireadh an scéil spleodrach nó scanrúil? Nó an
raibh cúpla mothúchán agat?
What did you think of the story? Was the ending cheerful or scary? Or did you have several
feelings at the same time?

ONLY EVER YOURS
Louise O’Neill
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Suitable for age 16+
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ISBN: 978-1848664159 (PBK)
Quercus
Summary
In a world in which baby girls are no longer born naturally, women are bred in schools,
trained in the art of pleasing men until they are ready for the outside world. At graduation,
the most highly rated girls become ‘companions’, permitted to live with their husbands and
breed sons until they are no longer useful. For the girls left behind, the future – as a
concubine or a teacher – is grim. Best friends freida and isabel are sure they’ll be chosen as
companions – they are among the most highly rated girls in their year. But as the intensity
of final year takes hold, isabel does the unthinkable and starts to put on weight. And then,
into this sealed female environment the boys arrive, eager to choose a bride. freida must
fight for her future – even if it means betraying the only friend, the only love, she has ever
known…

Judges Comments
A powerful debut novel set in a dystopian future which reflects many of the most worrying
issues in our own world. The novel gives a terrifying insight into a dark and unsettling world
where young women are powerless in choosing the direction of their own lives, where their
self-worth depends on their diet and their wardrobe and whether they are chosen to be a
wife. Suitable for older teenagers, this novel highlights the inequalities and double standards
of our own society, making it a thought-provoking read for both girls and boys.

About The Author
Louise O'Neill was born in west Cork in 1985. She studied English at Trinity
College Dublin and has worked for the senior style director of American
Elle magazine. She is currently working as a freelance journalist for a variety
of Irish national newspapers and magazines. She lives in Clonakilty, West Cork.
Her website is louiseoneillauthor.com and you can find her on
Twitter @oneilllo.

Reading Journal
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The suggestions below highlight some important things to look out for as you progress through
the book. Try to make notes and record your changing responses to the story, as this will be
useful when you come to tackle the questions and activities featured on the following pages.
Before you begin the book:
Looking only at the cover – what type of book do you think this is?
The cover image is of a barbie doll. Does this signify the themes the book might contain?
Two authors, Jeanette Winterson and Marian Keyes, are quoted on the cover. Do you know
who these writers are? Look them up online or in your library. What kind of topics have they
written about?
Look at the blurb on the back page. Why do you think the names freida and isabel are in
lower case?

Questions
Have you read any book that was like Only Ever Yours before? Do you think is it suitable and
appropriate for your age group?
At the beginning the reader is plunged straight into the world of the narrator. Initially, where
do you think she is? What is happening to her?
The very first page of text in the book says ‘In the beginning, Man created the new women,
the eves.’ These excerpts are repeated throughout the book. Does this style of writing
remind you of anything else you might have read or heard in the past?
Only Ever Yours has been compared to The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood. Find an
excerpt from this book online or in the library. What common themes and messages do you
find?
What did you think about the Fatgirl buffet in the school cafeteria? Does this categorising of
food as ‘good’and ‘bad’ ring true for our society?
Does the world of Only Ever Yours feel familiar in any way? List examples of this.
Do you think a society that treats girls and women as they are treated in the book could
ever happen?
The author, Louise O’Neill, describes herself as a feminist, as do many other writers. Discuss
what does the word feminism means to you.
Did you ever feel shocked or depressed by themes in the book? Why do you think this is?
What did you think and feel about the books’s ending? Did you expect it?
Despite living in a dystopian nightmare world, freida never tries to escape to something
better. Why do you think this is?
Does the daily weighing, dressing, make-up and photographing process for the school
website remind you of any aspects of our society?
What does the book have to say about how men should behave in society? The eves have to
live by many rules,. Do any rules apply to the Inheritents?

Activities
Write a diary entry from the point of view of Darwin, describing a visit to the school. Write
another diary entry from the point of view of chastity-ruth describing a typical day at the
school. How does ruth feel about being a chastity?
What do you think megan’s life was like after becoming a companion? Describe a typical day
in her life. Is she happy?
Only Ever Yours is a dystopian novel, telling a story from an alternative society. Have you
read any other dystopian novels, e.g. The Hunger Games trilogy? Write down all the ways in
which this book differs from other dystopian books you have read.
You may have already discussed the book’s ending. Can you imagine a different ending? If
so, write it. Is it possible for freida to have a happy ending?
What kind of relationship do freida and Darwin have? Is it a relationship of equals? Make a
list of words to describe it.
On pages 48-50 freida remembers chastity-ruth telling the eves about the ‘girl graves’ of the
past. Mass murder or genocide of particular groups of people (in this case, females) is a
reality of our world’s history. Well documented genocides include those of Bosnia and
Rwanda as well as the Jewish Holocaust. Research a particular genocide, identifing why it
happened.
Write a review of the book, recommending a suitable age group.
Returning to the cover of the book, discuss how you feel about it now, and how your
expectations differed from the book itself.
This book deals with many issues around women and girls and how they are treated by
society. Identify one of these themes and create a visual representation (maybe a collage)
illustrating it. Present it to your shadowing group.
The eves are all modelled and named after models, actresses and female celebrities from our
society, while the male Inheritants are named after explorers, scientists and philosophers.
What do you think about this? Make a list of more suitable female role models from our
world, e.g. successful lawyers, activists and scientists.
Do you think it is easier to list more well-known successful men than women? Why do you
think this is?
Only Ever Yours is set in a future world where dwindling natural resources has resulted in a
nightmare scenario. Write an essay from the point of view of one of the last naturally born
girls. What might her experiences have been like?
Was reading this book an enjoyable experience? Is it necessary to find a book fun in order to
be engrossed in it? Make a list of all the emotions you felt while reading the book. Are these
different emotions to how you feel when reading other books?

HAIKU MÁS É DO THOIL É!

Gabriel Rosenstock and
illustrated by Brian Fitzgerald
Oiriúnach do gach aoisghrúpa/ Suitable for all ages
!

!

ISBN: 978-1857918229 (PBK)
An Gúm
Achoimre/Summary
An bhfuil a fhios agat cad é haiku? Baineann an leabhar seo leis sin agus conas haiku a
scríobh. Cé hé Issa freisin agus cén fáth a bhfuil sé an-tábhachtach do stair an haiku?
Gheobhaidh tú eolas ar gach rud faoin haiku sa leabhar seo. Scríofa ag an scríbhneoir agus an
file, Gabriel Rosenstock, ceanglaíonn sé saol Issa, an saol comhaimseartha, an dúlra agus an
haiku le chéile.
Do you know what a haiku is? This book is about just that, and how to write a haiku. Who is
Issa and why is he important in the history of haiku? This book will tell you all kinds of
things about haiku. Writer and poet Gabriel Rosenstock links the life of Issa, modern life,
nature and the haiku together.

Tuairiscí an Mholtóra/ Judges’ Comments
Saothar fíor-shuimiúil, fileata é seo. Éiríonn leis an údar (agus is file é féin) an léitheoir a
mhealladh gan aon stró i saol agus filíocht haiku ón 18ú aois sa tSeapáin go dtí an lá atá
inniu ann. Ní fada go mbeidh an léitheoir faoi gheasa ag draíocht an fhile, í/é beo i saol
liteartha aoibhinn álainn, ag féachaint ar an dúlra agus ag smaoineamh faoi, agus sleachta
Haiku ag rith go tréan lei/leis.

About The Author:

Rugadh Gabriel Rosenstock sa bhliain 1949. File, fear haiku, údaraistritheoir breis is 180 leabhar, tá filíocht, amhráin, drámaí agus eile
aistrithe nó traschruthaithe go Gaeilge aige. Is sa Ghúm a chaith sé a
shaol oibre go dtí gur éirigh sé as tuairim is deich mbliana ó shin chun
luí isteach ar an scríbhneoireacht go lánaimseartha. Cleachtann sé haiku
traidisiúnta agus haiku 'gendai' nó avant-garde. Is ball d'Aosdána agud
d'Aontas na Scríbhneoirí é Gabriel.
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Born in 1949, Kilfinane, Co. Limerick, Gabriel Rosenstock is a poet, playwright, haikuist,
essayist and author/translator of over 180 books, mostly in Irish. Writing and translating for
children, in prose and verse, is an important aspect of his output with numerous titles from
An Gúm, Cló Mhaigh Eo, Cló Iar-Chonnacht, Walker Éireann and others.

About the Illustrator
Brian has worked continuously as an illustrator since graduating from NCAD in the
early 80s. He has illustrated for newspapers such as The Boston Globe, The Wall
Street Journal and for magazines, design studios, advertising, publishing and
children’s picturebooks. As author and illustrator he received international
recognition for his award-winning book Bounce Bounce.
Féach ar an chlúdach/ Look at the book’s cover
Cad a cheap tú faoin chlúdach? An bhfuil sé go hálainn? An dtugann an clúdach leid duit faoi
cad atá sa leabhar seo?
What do you think of the cover? Is it beautiful? Does the cover give you a hint about what is
in the book?
Léigh Cuid a haon/Read Part 1
Cén fáth nach dtosaíonn an haiku le ceannlitir?
Why doesn’t the haiku start with a capital letter?
Cé mhéad haiku a chum Issa, máistir an haiku, nuair a bhí sé beo?
How many haiku did Issa, a haiku master, write when he was alive?
Nuair a bhí Issa ar an mbóthar ag taisteal trasna na Seapáine scríobh sé síos ainmeacha na
bhfilí haiku a bhí beo ag an am. Cé mhéad file haiku a bhí beo dar le Issa ag an am?
When Issa was on the road travelling across Japan he wrote down the names of the haiku
poets that were alive at the time. How many haiku poets were alive according to Issa at the
time?
splanc thintrí
léargas gasta
ar Theampall Zenko
Cén fáth a dtaitníonn an haiku sin le Gabriel Rosenstock?
Why does Gabriel Rosenstock like this haiku?
An é Issa an t-ainm ceart a bhí ar mháistir an haiku?
Was Issa the real name of the haiku master?
Cá mhéad focal Seapáinise atá agat anois agus tú ag léamh an leabhair seo? An bhfuil suim
agat sa tSeapáinis? An bhfuil an leabhar seo ag cuidiú leis sin?
How many Japanese words have you learned as you read this book? Are you interested in
Japanese? Is this book helping with that?
Cad é an difríocht idir stíl an haiku a scríobh filí na Seapáine agus an chuid eile den domhan ó
thaobh méid na línte de?
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What is the difference between the style of haiku written by poets in Japan and the rest of
the world with regard to the amount of lines?
Go traidisiúnta, cé mhéad siolla atá i gceist sa haiku Seapáinise?
Traditionally, how many syllables are in a Japanese haiku?
Tá suim ag filí haiku sa dúlra agus bhí an-suim ag Issa sa dúlra. Bhí suim aige in ainmhithe.
Dar leat, cad iad na hainmhithe is fearr leis?
Haiku poets are interested in nature; Issa especially. He was also interested in animals. In
your opinion, what are the animals he preferred?
Léigh Cuid a dó/Read Part 2
Cad a cheap tú faoi na haiku faoi na séasúir? An bhfuil siad oiriúnach do gach séasúr? Cad é
an haiku is fearr dar leatsa?
What did you think of the haikus of the seasons? Are they suitable for each season? Which
haiku do you prefer?
Léigh Cuid a trí/Read Part 3
Cad is brí leis an bhfocal Seapáinise ‘kigo’?
What does the Japanese word ‘kigo’ mean?
An rud maith é go ndearna Issa cumarsáid trí haiku linn faoin dúlra, a shaol agus na séasúir?
Was it good of Issa to communicate about nature, his life and the seasons through haiku to
us?
Cén kigo is fearr leat sa chuid seo den leabhar? Cén fáth?
Which kigo do you like best in this part of the book? Why?
Cabhraíonn Issa linn chun breathnú ar an saol trí shúile eile.
An bhfuil sé sin fíor a rá?
Is this true to say?
Léigh Cuid a ceathair/Read Part 4
Dé ghnáth, tógann haiku ó… cad?
Usually haiku takes from… what?
Cad is brí leis an bhfocal ‘rensaku’? Agus cé mhéad haiku a thaispeántar go dtí deireadh an
leabhair mar ‘haiku rensaku’? An raibh na háiteanna suimiúil agus galánta? Cad é an haiku
mar rensaku is fearr leat?
What does the word ‘rensaku’ mean? And how many haiku are shown to the end of the book
as ‘haiku rensaku’? Were the places interesting and beautiful? Which haiku as rensaku do
you prefer?
An bhfuil an leabhar seo suimiúil? Ar mahith leat haiku a scríobh? Cén fáth?
Is this an interesting book? Do you want to write a haiku? Why?

PRIMPERFECT

!
!

Deirdre Sullivan
Suitable for ages 15 +

!

!

ISBN: 978-1908195906 (PBK)
Little Island
Summary
Prim’s alive (though the dashing Roderick is, alas, no more). She’s sixteen. She’s trying to
make sense of her mum’s diaries. She is trying desperately to make Joel be friends with her
again, but he’s all friends with Karen (aka the devil) now, and Prim’s found a boy called
Robb-with-two-bees, and then there’s Steve the Goblin, and her dad’s getting together with
you’ll-never-guess-who, and as for what’s going on with Ciara and Syzmon ... Everything’s a
little imperfect.
Judges’ Comments
Life, death, and everything in between. Young people reading the final instalment in the
diaries of Primrose Leary (and, in this book, of her mother) will wish more final instalments
were as insightful, as honest, as touching, and as laugh-out-loud funny. Few writers deal so
sensitively, so convincingly and so intelligently with the ups and downs, hopes and
disappointments – the realities – of young adulthood. Read these diaries – laugh, and weep.

About The Author:
Deirdre Sullivan is a writer from Galway. As well as the Primrose Leary trilogy
(Prim Improper, Improper Order and Primperfect) she has written three books in
the Nightmare Club series and her next novel, Needlework, will be released in
early 2016. Her first novel, Prim Improper, was also shortlisted for the Children’s
Books Ireland Awards in 2010. When Deirdre is not writing she is a primary school
teacher, specialising in teaching children with autism. She also holds an MA in
Drama and Theatre Studies.
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Before reading the book
The suggestions below highlight some important things to look out for as you progress through
the book. Try to make notes and record your changing responses to the story, as this will be
useful when you come to tackle the questions and activities featured on the following pages.
The book opens with a message to the reader: ‘In the event of my untimely death, please
burn this unread.’ Does this message imply that the content of the book will be contentious?
Read section 1, pages 1-41
From the outset, Prim tells the reader that she finds people harder to define than words. Do
you think this is why her story is told in diary format?
Why do you think Roderick, the pet rat, was so important in Prim’s life?
What was Prim’s motive in ‘outing’ Karen so publicly?
Do you think it was wrong of Prim to ignore Joel’s feelings for Kevin?
Prim’s mother writes: ‘Sometimes I wish Fintan and I had never met at all’. How would you
best describe Prim’s emotional state upon reading this entry?
Prim writes a number of letter’s to Karen which remain unsent. Why does she do this? Is it
something she has learned in therapy, perhaps as part of a cathartic process?
What do you think of Prim’s attitude towards homophobic bullying?
Prim raises the issue of her tendency to self-harm. Why did Prim cut herself?
Prim acknowledges that she once had the upper hand over Joel in their friendship. She senses
now a shift in the balance of friend-power and this causes her upset. Consider whether any
of your friends hold the upper hand and if so why?
How does Prim react to the fact that her father cheated on her mother with her mother’s
housemate? Do you think she uses this information to blackmail Joel? What do you think of
her behaviour?
Read section 2, pages 42-79
Prim says she does not wear the rosary bracelet bought for her by Ciara. She worries people
might think that she is religious. Can you relate to this concern?
Prim’s mum felt obligated to Fintan as he paid for childcare and supported her financially
when she returned to college. Do you think Prim’s mother was wrong to feel like this? How
would you feel?
Prim dresses in a particular way to make herself look older and more attractive to Robb. Her
main agenda, though, is to show Kevin what he is missing. Do you think this behaviour could
backfire?

Prim considers smokers as being cool and smokes to impress Robb. Later, she argues
relentlessly with him and clearly wins the debate on the topic of rats. Do you find Prim’s
attitude and behaviour sometimes conflicting?
Prim’s mother was called a whore by her father. This makes her feel ‘dirty on the inside’ and
also ‘cheap and stupid’. How would you feel if you were referred to in this way? Are boys
ever called names like this?
Prim’s friend Ella has Asperger’s Syndrome. Do you think people treat her differently because
of this? How do her friends treat her? How would you feel if you were Ella?
Prim’s relationship with her father is precarious at times. Do you think she is unfair in the
way she punishes/speaks about her father?
‘Prim’s concerns about Joel’s relationship with an older man are perhaps a disguise for her
selfish needs.’ Do you think this is true? Why or why not?
Do you think it is easier to have difficult conversations via social networking sites? Does the
author’s use of emoticons helps lighten the tone of the conversation between Joel and Prim?
Ciara’s relationship with Syzmon is ‘heating up’. She is going to go to the Family Planning
Clinic as she is afraid to go to the G.P., who is a friend of her mother’s. What would you do if
you were Ciara?
Ciara feels that buying condoms is a man’s job. What do you think?
Prim feels sad and hurt by the fact that her mother was not happy about her pregnancy until
after Prim was born. As she delves deeper into her mother’s diary she realises that her
mother was a real person with real worries and feelings. Prim is sorry that she did not
appreciate her enough when she was around. How do you think Prim would feel about the
diary if her mother was still alive?
Prim’s father is reaping the benefits of her mother’s hard work. Do you think this is a fair
assumption?
Read section 3, pages 79-109
Prim finds it hard to accept Robb’s compliment. She feels objectified. Why do you think this
is? How would you feel if you were in Prim’s place?
Prim admits to herself that she sort of uses Robb as fodder for conversation with Joel. Do
you admire Prim for her honesty?
Joel confides in Prim about his relationship with Duncan. Duncan has a tattoo and a gauged
piercing. Joel feels his father would hate him. Is it true that we judge people based on their
appearances?
Ella says people assume she is intellectually challenged because she is on the spectrum. She
is often patronised. Do you think this is a realistic observation?

Prim returns to counselling with her therapist. Her therapist has taught her how to distract
herself from self-harming. Prim conjures up some lame but funny excuses which she might
use to explain her unsightly scars to a potential boyfriend. Why does she do this?
Prim regrets the way her father treated her mother but she says ‘you can’t erase the past’.
Do you think Prim should forgive her father for his behaviour and move on?
Why do you think Prim’s mum is not very ‘pro-God’?
Prim says the things that hurt people the most are ‘sort of true’ as well as being ‘mean’. Do
you agree with this statement?
It is Prim’s opinion that when she reaches eighteen she will still need ‘minding’. Do you think
teenagers still need looking after when they turn 18?
Read section 4, pages 110-144
Prim learned at an early age that ‘parents aren’t for ever’. How has this affected her outlook
on life?
Prim’s mum writes that people stare at her ‘big fat pregnant belly’ so she wears her
engagement ring to avoid disapproving stares. How must this make her feel?
Prim’s diary entries leap from one event to another e.g. from her date with Robb to Ciara’s
break up with Syzmon to a discussion on hair removal. Are these random thoughts typical of
an emotionally charged teenager?
Robb paid for everything on the date with Prim. This, according to Prim, was a sign that
‘kissing’ would be expected of her. Why does she think this? What do you think?
Prim is concerned that the power balance between her and Felix would be all wrong (i.e. he
would hold all the power). Do you think this a direct reflection of her mum’s relationship
with Fintan?
Fintan asks Prim’s opinion/permission to ask Sorrel out on a date. Do you think the fact he
does this signals a turning point in their often fraught father/daughter relationship?
Prim bombards Robb with factual details about insects and animals as opposed to divulging
personal information. Why do you think she does this?
Ciara suggests drinking as a form of Dutch courage before attending Syzmon’s party. Prim is
not too keen on drink because her mother was killed by a drunk driver. Because of this she
feels the need to be more responsible for herself. Does being part of a single parent family
impose the added burden of early responsibility on teenagers?
Prim focuses on thoughts –both negative and positive – and how they affect our outlook.
She felt happy and proud the day she got an A in school but that was the day her mother
was killed. As a result she never discussed her grades with her father. Do you think Prim will
ever be able to distance herself from these thoughts?

Prim questions why it is acceptable that a boy going alone to his debs is referred to as a stag
whereas there is no equivalent term for a girl – only that she is going alone. Discuss this. If
you were to invent a term for a girl going to her debs alone, what would it be?
Read section 5, pages 145-208
Prim says she values true friendship over physical beauty. She believes that beauty comes
from within. Does society in general hold that opinion?
Prim reflects on the sadness she feels following her mother’s death. She refers to her
therapist as being a ‘fairy doctor’. Is there any cure or method that can be used to make
people happy all the time? Do you think it’s OK for her to be sad sometimes?
Prim gets so drunk that she passes out. Why do you think Prim takes on the identity of a
goblin to narrate the events at the party?
Nora’s family want her to withhold her true sexual identity from her grandmother. Do you
think they are right to do this? What do you think might have happened if
Nora had come out to her grandmother?
Karen sends Prim’s father a video of his daughter lying drunk on the floor. Is social
networking often used as a tool for blackmail? What are the other negative ways in which
social media can be used? Can you think of positive ways to use social media?
Prim acknowledges that being part of a teenager entails lying to your parents. Do you agree?
Prim feels that sometimes she is defined by the fact that her mother is dead. When Robb
temporarily forgets this, she feels relieved. Do you agree with Prim that people treat her
differently because her mother is dead?
Prim does not believe that there is an afterlife but she takes comfort in the thought that her
mother could appear to her as a ghost or a spirit. She does not feel she has been blessed in
life. Do you feel being lucky in life has anything to do with believing in God?
Prim draws up a list of ways to impress Felix and Robb. Common to both is her offering to
sleep with them. Do you think girls believe that by sleeping with boys they will impress
them?
Prim addresses suicidal feelings. She admits to having felt this way once but now she feels
there is a chink of hope which dissuades her from taking action. She attributes this sense of
‘hope’ to her becoming more of a ‘grown up and getting used to things’. Do you agree with
Prim’s assessment? What would you do if someone you knew felt this way?
Read section 6, pages 221- 264
Prim makes her arrival in her mother’s diary. Her mother records that she is ‘going to try so
hard to make you happy’. Does her mother fulfil this vow?
Prim’s dad raises the topic of contraception. He then drops the bombshell that Sorrel is
pregnant with his child. How do you think he felt relaying this news and what do you think
of Prim’s reaction?

Prim writes that she loves her Dad. Do you think this may have anything to do with the fact
that Sorrel is pregnant or is it because she now sees him as being a responsible parent?
Prim’s mother records how she was right about Fintan – he has left her and two-day-old
Prim. Prim raises the question of what impending changes may occur when her new sibling is
born. Will her Dad still have time for her? In what way do you think Prim’s life will change
when the baby is born?
Joel discusses losing his virginity to Duncan with Prim. Duncan is an older man and Joel is a
still a school boy. Do you think Prim is right to withhold this information from Joel’s
parents?
Consider Prim’s description of the word ‘companionable’. Does this indicate that she has
reached a stage of inner contentment at the end of the novel?

Questions
This book is intended for an audience of age fifteen plus. Do you think this is accurate?
Do you think the title of this book is apt? Is Prim imperfect and in what way?
In what way do the illustrations contribute to your overall enjoyment of the book?
What do you consider to be more serious issues addressed by the author?
Social networking and text messaging feature prominently here. Is this ‘snappy’ way of
writing more appealing to a young adult audience?
Abandonment is one of the issues in this book. Prim loses her mother and then she loses
Roderick. Does Prim block out her true feelings to avoid being ‘abandoned’ yet again?
Apart from her mother, what else do you think is missing Prim’s life?
Reading her mum’s diary has given Prim absolute access to her mother’s inner thoughts and
feelings. Do you think this has empowered Prim?
Prim’s mum’s name, Bláth, is only introduced in chapter twenty-four of the book. Why do
you think Prim refrains from naming her until then?
Syzmon’s party highlights some teenagers’ tendency to binge drink. Does alcohol play a
large part in the characters’ lives?

Activities
Would you consider Primrose Leary to be a strong female role model? Pick one person who
you consider to be a leading role model. Research them and make a presentation to the
group.
Identify the support systems which help Prim cope with her loss. What other organisations
are there which lend such support to teenagers? Research this online.

Writing a diary has helped Prim to confront her problems. Diary-writing is a great way to
record your feelings. Begin by making one small entry each day.
Prim sees a private therapist who has put mechanisms in place for her to manage her urges
to self-harm. Research services that are available free of charge to those in similar
circumstances.
Ciara’s checklist of ‘boyfriend’ requirement’s numbers 1 to 234. Make a list of what you
consider are the most important attributes in friendship.
Imagine Primrose’s baby sister or brother has been born. Write down why you think
Primrose might a good/bad sister.

BEYOND THE STARS

Compiled by Sarah Webb
Suitable for 9+

ISBN: 978-0007578467 (HBK)
!
HarperCollins Children’s
Books
Summary
Beyond the Stars features twelve tales of adventure, magic and wonder, written and
illustrated by some of Ireland’s most acclaimed authors including Roddy Doyle, Derek Landy,
John Boyne, Judi Curtin, current Laureate na nÓg Eoin Colfer, Marita Conlon-McKenna,
Michael Scott, Gordon Snell, Celine Kiernan, Oisín McGann, Ireland’s first Laureate na nÓg
Siobhán Parkinson and Emma Brade. Each winter themed story is teamed with illustrations
by Ireland’s best loved illustrators including Steve Simpson, Alan Clarke, Paul Howard, Chris
Judge, Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick, P.J. Lynch, Chris Haughton, Michael Emberley, Tatyana
Feeney, Oisín McGann, Olwyn Whelan and Ireland’s second Laureate na nÓg Niamh
Sharkey.

Judges Comments
A beautiful collection of twelve proper short stories, no textbook excerpts here! There is a
great freshness and variety to the stories and the illustrations, donated by twenty-three of
Ireland’s best and best-loved authors and illustrators to raise funds for Fighting Words, the
creative writing centre in Dublin where so many young people have written and illustrated
their own stories. The stories range in subject from dogs in space, to invisible cats and
ancient warriors, most suitable for the 8-12 age group. The anthology includes a story from
competition winner Emma Brade, age 14, who will surely be an inspiration to young
students with ambitions of writing and publication.

About The Authors and Illustrators
Beyond the Stars contains short stories and illustrations from many of Ireland’s most
talented. We’re unable to list everyone here but lots of information is available online- once

you’ve discovered more about your favourite story or stories while to research the authors
and illustrators online? Beyond the Stars was compiled by author Sarah Webb.
Read The Star Dogs by Roddy Doyle, with illustrations by Steve Simpson
Take a look at the illustrations and title of the story. What do you think the story will be
about?
Our narrator is a dog. How does this change the language and perspective of the story?
The dog doesn’t have a name or food when the story begins. What does this tell us about
her background?
The setting shifts three times in this story. How do these settings change the atmosphere of
the story?
How does the dog change once she is named?
How are humans presented in the story?
At the end of the story we discover that it is based upon fact. How does this change the way
you feel about it?
Activities
The story is about animals that travelled to space. Research other animals that have been
sent to space, and share their stories with your group.
This story is told from the perspective of a dog. Write a short story told from the perspective
of an animal and think about how this is different from a human.
Read The Hero of Drumree by Derek Landy, with illustrations by Alan Clarke
The first illustration features a battle scene with a monster. What do you think the story will
be about?
‘Fleece reckoned himself to be a soldier lacking’ – why is Fleece a poor soldier?
How are the other soldiers represented? Do their names suit them?
What does Fleece do to avoid battle?
How does Fleece end up facing Fomorian King Gricenchos?
Why does Iron Guts call Fleece a coward? Do you think he is?
What kind of atmosphere is there in The Hero of Drumree? Is it tense, scary, funny and/or
serious?
Does Fleece deserve to be king?

Fleece tests many names in the story. How do you think he sees himself and what name do
you think best represents him?
Activity
The Famorians are demon soldiers. We get a great description of their smells and the
appearance of their king. Draw a picture of what you think a typical Famorian soldier would
look like. Compare this to other’s pictures in your group.
Read The Brockets Get a Dog by John Boyne, with illustrations by Paul Howard.
Abigail is often forgetful. What are the consequences of this?
Does Abigail care about her job?
What is Abigail saving for?
Why is Henry Brockett wearing goggles?
How does the death of Henry’s dog affect him?
What do you think of the dialogue in this story?
The characters have unusual names in the story. How do these influence our opinions of
them?
How does the dog park scene make you feel?
What does Abigail do when she says ‘Oh, look over there!’?
How do the illustrations compliment the story?
Activity
Abigail has a pet elephant, hkoala bear, and toucan; Henry has a dog; and we meet several
unusual pets in the veterinary clinic. Decide what your ideal pet would be, and compare your
idea with your groups.
Read How to Help Your Grandda by Judi Curtin, with illustrations by Chris Judge
We see Grandda in the first illustration. What do you notice about him and his
surroundings?
This story is told in letters. How does this change the way we read it?
In his first letter, Lorcan says to Mr Lee ‘today you got luck, and I chose you. Mr Lee, I admire
you because...’ and ‘The truth is, Mr Lee, I don’t admire you at all’. D you think Mr Lee will
like this letter?
What does Lorcan ask Mr Lee to do?

Lorcan and Mr Lee’s sign-offs (e.g. Yours Sincerely) change as the story progresses. What do
these tell us about their communication?
Do you think Grandda’s situation is realistic?
How has the recession affected Lorcan’s life?
What kind of language does Lorcan use in his letters? Is this appropriate?
How does Mr Lee’s attitude to Lorcan change?
How did Lorcan convince Mr Lee?
Activity
Consider somone who you admire and write them a letter. Share your reasons for writing to
that person with your group.
Read Winter’s Tale: The Lookout by Eoin Colfer with illustrations by Marie-Louise
Fitzpatrick
We see Charley and Mammy in the first illustration. What do their appearances tell us about
them?
Why is the narrator sharing his story?
The story starts in the presents, and jumps backwards. How does this format change the way
we understand the story?
‘At fourteen I knew the difference between real life and the movies, but I don’t think my
mother did’ – what does Charley mean by this?
What do you think of Mammy’s behaviour? How do you feel about her getting Charley
involved?
Is Charley a good lookout? Is this a job he wants to have?
What about the guard’s appearance concerns Charley, and what does this tell us about the
guard?
‘But it was my mother and we loved each other so what choice did I have?’ – did Charley
have a choice?
What is Charley’s mother most worried about? How does this effect Charley?
What kind of character is Dick?
How did the outcome of this story make you feel?
Activity

Look up the author Eoin Colfer and find out some more information about him. Can you
imagine why he would have written this story?
Read The Snow Globe by Marita Conlon-McKenna with illustrations by P.J. Lynch
How is the first illustration extraordinary? What does it tell us about the story?
How as Cass’s life changed?
What kind of character is the old lady? Where do you think she went?
‘Then I see her, the girl with the long dark hair like my own’ – why is this unexpected?
What happens when the girl appears? How does this change Cass?
Ted wants to see the rabbit in the snow globe before school. Why do you think this is?
The subtitle of this collection is ‘Tales of adventure, magic and wonder’. Do you think that
suits this story?
Activity
Cass discovers a magical object in The Snow Globe. Imagine that you have a similar magical
item – what would you wish for and why? Are your wishes similar to other people in the
group?
Read The King of the Birds by Michael Scott with illustrations by Chris Haughton
The introduction to the story tells us the wren is the king of all birds. How does this change
the way we read the story?
Is the competition to become king fair?
‘Now, youuu all know the rules’. The dialogue is often phonetic. How does this affect the
way you read the story and imagine the characters?
‘I am a Golden Eagle’ ‘I am the largest, the most powerful and the most beautiful bird here. I
deserve to win’. Do you agree that Iolar should be king? If not why not?
Did Dreolin the wren deserve to win the race?
Does this story remind you of any others? How is it similar and how is it different?
Do you think the illustrations work well with the story?
Activity
Michael Scott often writes about mythology and folklore. The wren’s story is one that many
people will have heard of. Ask your family what their favourite myths and legends are and
choose your favourite to share with the group.

Read the Battle of the Ice Queen by Gordon Snell with illustrations by Michael Emberley
‘I’d face any danger and I’d pay any price
For ice, ice ice!’ – What do you think of this quote?
Is Silla the Ice Queen a nice character? How does she change during the story?
Zeffa is often smiling. Why do you think this is?
The penguins don’t talk in this story, but take drastic action. Are the penguins important
characters?
How do you think the illustrations enhance the story?
This story talks about climate change and global warming. Does it encourage the reader to
help make a difference?
Activity
Climate change is an important issue. Discuss ideas for tackling climate change with your
group and draw a poster to encourage others to help stop climate change.
Read The Last Cat by Celine Kiernan with illustrations by Tatyana Feeney
We quickly learn that the story is set during war. How has the war affected the characters
the cat meets?
‘But I am a cat. I come and go as I please’ – How is the cat different from the human
characters?
The cat often appears to be invisible. Why do you think this is?
The author describes the world using many senses in this story. How do these represent
war?
‘Something happened inside my chest that day’ – what do you think the cat means?
We regularly encounter Irish from both sides of the castle wall. Why do you think the author
shows us characters from both sides speaking the same language?
The cats plan works. Why doesn’t he leave once the boy and princess meet?
We see an illustration of a tree at the beginning and end of this story. What do you think
this means?
Activity
We don’t know what happened at the end of the war. Can you imagine how things are one
year on in the castle? What do you think will have changed?

Read Across the Cold Ground written and illustrated by Oisín McGann
How does Charley’s idea of war compare with the reality of it?
Mick and Charley share a similar background. How does this affect their relationship?
Charley and his company are mostly Irish. How can you tell this from their language and
interests?
The cold and snow are constant features throughout the story. How do they affect the
atmosphere?
How does the letter affect Charley and the story before he reads it?
Mick and Charley are best friends. Is their relationship different because they’re at war?
How did the letter make you feel? Did it change your feeling about the war?
How does the way we think of the Germans change during the story?
Activity
Many Irish soldiers fought during the Second World War. Research one and compare their
stories to Charley’s and Mick’s.
Read Ice Fairies by Siobhán Parkinson with illustrations by Olwyn Whelan
What does the first illustration tell you about the story?
The children are very aware of their ages in the story. How does this affect their
relationships? How does this affect their belief in magic?
Did the children believe the fairies were real?
Is snow considered good or bad by the children?
Who was responsible for the ice fairies?
Does this story tie in well with the title of this collection Beyond the Star,s Twelve Tales of
Adventure, Magic and Wonder?
Activity
The man in the story created something magical with ribbons. Transform an everyday item
into something magical using art and craft.
Read Discovering Bravery by Emma Brade with illustrations by Niamh Sharkey
‘Be Brave for me. I know you can do it’. Does Ruka seem brave at the beginning of this story?
How does this change?

Why do you think Ruka struggles to do magic?
What do you think of the other children in the book?
The wolf initially scares Ruka. Why do you think she comes to trust him?
How does the wolf’s magic change the way Ruka feels?
What kind of character is Rowan?
Do you feel this story has a happy or sad ending?
Do you think the first illustration represented the story well?
Activity
Discovering Bravery was written by 14 year old Emma Brade. Write your own short story
taking inspiration from this book and share it with your group.

Questions
How well do you think the title of the book Beyond the Stars, Twelve Tales of Adventure,
Magic and Wonder fits with the stories?
Did you enjoy reading short stories by many different authors? Did the stories flow
naturally?
How do you think the illustrations worked with the stories? Do you think they helped tell
the stories or added an extra dimension?
What do you think were the most important themes in this collection?
What role did magic play in this collection?
There were many animals in this collection, as characters and narrators. How did you find
the animal narrators in comparison to the human narrators?
Adventure was an important element of each story in different ways. Do you think these are
adventure stories?
Some stories are set in reality and some in magical worlds. Did this work well?

