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Introduction 
Children’s Books Ireland is the national children’s books organisation of Ireland. 
Formed in 1996, CBI exists to resource and support books and reading for 
young people. 2007 was a significant year for the organisation including both the 
tenth anniversary of CBI’s launch and the publication of a first strategic plan. 
This report records the development and activities of Children’s Books Ireland 
between January and December 2007.  
 
Children’s Books Ireland Mission Statement 
Children's Books Ireland (CBI) is dedicated to ensuring that books are at the 
centre of young people's lives. We resource and support those who bring 
children and books together. Through leadership, innovation, advocacy and 
celebration, we create awareness of the value and importance of books for 
young people. 

Governance and Structures 
 
CBI is lead by a board of directors who guide the organisation in policy 
development and implementation. Members of the Board in 2007 were Seamus 
Cashman (Chairperson) Jane O'Hanlon (Vice-Chairperson), Jenni Barrett, Úna 
Breathnach, Oisín McGann, Larry O'Loughlin, Terrie O'Sullivan and Keith 
O'Sullivan. The Board met nine times in total throughout 2007. The Board were 
heavily involved in the development of the CBI, a Continuing Story, a Strategic 
Plan 2007-2010. At the CBI AGM in May 2007, the Board presented the required 
reports for 2006.  
 
The programmes and activities of the organization are carried out by CBI’s three 
core staff members along with CBI volunteers, interns and part-time staff.  
 
2007 Core Staff 
Director – Mags Walsh 
Administration and Communications Officer – Jenny Murray 
Programme Officer (until February) James Curtain 
Programme Officer (from April) Tom Donegan 
 
Inis Editor(s) 
Paddy O’Doherty (until December) 
Patricia Kennon and Caitríona Magner (appointed November) 
 
CBI Bisto Book of the Year Awards Administrator 
Paddy O’Doherty 
 
Special Projects (volunteer position) 
Juliette Saumande 
 
CBI Interns 2007 
European Study Abroad Programme 
Sarah Sommers (March and April) 



Peter d’Amato  (June and July) 
Katherine Connors (October and November) 
 
 
The appointment of new Programme Officer and Inis Editors was completed 
following an interview process. In both cases, the position was widely advertised 
and a number of short listed applicants were interviewed.  
 

CBI, The Continuing Story, A Strategic Plan for 2007-
2010.  
This strategic plan is the first published framework for CBI and was launched at 
a reception to celebrate CBI’s tenth birthday on March 1st in City Hall, Dublin. 
Following a period of consultation with stakeholders in 2006, the plan was 
developed by board, executive and staff. The plan sets out the values and 
principles of CBI along with our aims and objectives for 2007-2011.  
 
The plan contains a new structure for CBI’s aims and objectives. All of the 
organisations programmes are grouped in five main aims- Enagagement, 
Advocacy, Resource, Support and Capacity Development. This five-part 
structure is also used to group activities within this annual report and will 
continue to be the organisational basis for the lifespan of the strategic plan.  
 
 

Activities and Programme 2007 
 

Strategic Aim One – Engagement 
Enable children in Ireland to experience the best possible engagement with 
books 
 

Childrens Books Festival 2007 

 
The Children’s Books Festival (CBF) is the national festival for books and 
reading for young people in Ireland. It has been in operation since 1990, making 
2007 its 18th consecutive year. It is the largest young people’s arts festival in 
Ireland, with events taking place primarily in libraries, but also in bookshops, 
schools and arts centres. The target audience ranges from children aged 4- 16 
years, with some flexibility amongst older age groups. The official dates for the 
2007 CBF were the 3rdth- 26th October. The estimated total audience for festival 
events was 64,267 young people.  
 
The libraries network continues to be the greatest partner within CBF, hosting 
more events, for more young people, across a greater range of formats and art 
forms than any other venues. The involvement of all 32 authorities boosted 
participation and broadened the geographical scope of the CBF to encompass 



every part of Ireland. This expansion on a nationwide level also seems to be 
echoed on a regional level, with a higher percentage of branches participating 
than ever before. Of the 1,642 events recorded in total for the 2007 CBF, 1,552 
of these events were organised through library branches, including author 
readings, illustrator workshops, arts & crafts sessions, puppet theatre and 
storytelling.  
 
In line with its strategic aims for the CBF, CBI made progress in encouraging a 
greater number of author and illustrator events as part of the 2007 programme. 
79 authors and illustrators took part in CBF library events nationwide in total, 
with many new writers and illustrators involved in 2007.  Many authors visited 
libraries in multiple authorities. The majority of these tours were organised by the 
Programme Officer as part of the author regionalisation scheme, but progress 
was also made in promoting greater partnership between the CBF co-ordinators, 
with several neighbouring authorities working together to organise tours to their 
area.  
 
CBI was also involved in a number of other programme initiatives, most 
significantly as a research partner in the Arts Council Touring Experiment. The 
funding allocated under this action based research project allowed CBI to 
independently finance three weeklong author/illustrator tours during the CBF. 
Performance poet Brian Moses (UK), author Andy Stanton (UK) and 
author/illustrator Oisín McGann (IRL) were all invited to take part, together 
covering 18 regional authorities and visiting some 28 libraries and schools. Kids 
Own Publishing Partnership and the Alliance Francais and Goethe Institut were 
also involved in regional touring, each project bringing an increased level of 
variety and interest to the CBF on a national level. 
 
In line with CBI objectives, the number of arts centres hosting CBF events 
continued to grow, with four involved in 2007. Such venues offer the opportunity 
to stage one-off events on a larger scale than is possible in conventional library 
buildings. Five arts centre events were staged reaching an audience of over 900 
children. 
 
Over recent years CBF activity has been slowly increasing in Northern Ireland. In 
2007, the efforts of the five Education and Library Boards were greatly assisted 
by the announcement in August of significant funding for author events from the 
Department of Education, via the school improvement branch.  Having 
established contact with the boards earlier in the summer, CBI offered itself as a 
knowledge bank to the individuals charged with organising events, sourcing and 
recommending potential authors and performers and providing author/publisher 
contact details, event hosting guidelines, etc. Over 80 author & illustrator events 
took place in total, representing a significant increase on previous years.  
 
 
CBI engaged Kate Bowe PR as press and media agency for the awards. Library 
partners felt the level of coverage was lower than previous years, although there 
were several related articles in the national press and one-off radio and 
television features. The level of interest in the launch event was lower than 
previous years but photographs and articles appeared in both The Irish 



Independent and The Irish Examiner. Local media coverage often co-ordinated 
by library authorities continues to be strong, particularly in relation to competition 
prize winners.  
 
Nestle Munch Bunch continued as the main CBF commercial sponsor in 2007. 
The Library Council and Foras na Gaeilge also contributed towards printing 
costs. In-kind support was received from Eason and Sons, The O‘Brien Press, 
and Glennon Print.  
 

 

Picture the Story - Farmleigh 
 
Following on from two successful visits to Farmleigh in 2006, CBI was invited 
back to stage another children’s books and storytelling Picture the Story day, as 
part of Farmleigh’s 2007 Summer programme. Scheduled for Sunday 23rd 
September, the day incorporated author readings, illustration workshops and 
storytelling sessions, each taking place in a different venue around the stable 
courtyard. An additional space, the Cow Shed Theatre, was also made available 
to CBI and this allowed for a larger and more varied programme.   
 
The performers invited to take part were: Fiona Tierney, Gillian Perdue and 
David Donohue (author readings, Arkle Room); Una Healy and Oisín McGann 
(Illustration, Old Stable): Aideen McBride, Liam Farrell, Billy Teare and Aislinn 
O’Loughlin (Storytelling and Poetry, Old Kitchen) and Ciara McParland (Harry 
Potter Workshop & Quiz, Cow Shed Theatre). In addition to these events, IES 
also ran an on-site bookshop in the conservatory, which included titles from all 
the featured authors and illustrators. 
 
The spread of events catered for young people between the ages of 5 and 12 
years. Those aimed at younger children were most popular, with the majority of 
people attending the that day being young families. Attendance was lower than 
similar event in 2006, possiby due to poorer weather conditions. A larger number 
of CBI staff (three core staff and four additional team members) along with better 
resources ensured the event ran smoothly. An information tent was placed 
outside the main entrance to the stable yard to increase awareness of the event.  

Celebrate the Story - The Linen Hall 

 
Having staged similar external events in Dublin during 2006, CBI decided to 
approach and partner an arts centre from further afield in 2007. In doing so, CBI 
looked for an arts centre without a strong history in children’s books 
programming, ultimately agreeing a partnership with the Linen Hall in Castlebar 
to host Celebrate the Story on February 14th 2007.  
 
Beginning preparation in November 2006, the Programme Officer and the 
Linenhall Access Officer Orla Henihan worked together to devise the most 
appropriate programme structure for the local audience and the venue spaces 



available. Particular attention was given to securing appropriate and quality 
performers from the local area to build relations with the Linen Hall.  
 
The programme included two authors (Maeve Friel for 5-8 year olds, and John 
Quinn for 9-11 year olds), illustrator Annie West from Sligo (one workshop for 5-
7 year olds and one workshop for 8- 10 year olds) and a storyteller Niall de 
Burca (one workshop for 8-10 year olds and one family performance aimed at 
children aged 5-10 years). All events had a cover charge of €5. A local 
bookshop sold titles on the day, stocking works by the performers and other well-
known artists. 
 
 

Read All Over - The Ark 
 
Following the success of the first Read All Over Day in February 2006, CBI and 
the Ark Children’s Cultural Centre continued their partnership with another day of 
events on Saturday 12th May 2007. The Programme Officer worked closely with 
The Ark’s Project Manager Jo Holmwood in the planning and execution of the 
day. CBI took main repsonsibility for programming and liasing with artists, whilst 
the Ark led on logistics, PR and bookings.  
 
Read All Over focussed on authors and illustrators. The artists invited to take 
part were: Fiona Tierney, Brianog Brady Dawson and Joe O’Brien (author 
readings – younger readers); Michael Carroll, Oisín McGann, Dave Donoghue 
and Marita Conlon McKenna (author readings – older readers); Una Healy and 
Adrienne Geoghegan (illustration workshops). In addition to these events, the 
day also featured two parental advice sessions with children’s books expert 
Sarah Webb and a full bookshop, run by Rosalin’s Bookshop. 
 
Tickets were charged at €4 or €3 concession, with a special price of €9 or €7 if 
for three sessions when booked simultaneously. The readings for younger 
children and illustration workshops booked up almost immediately, but the tickets 
for the readings aimed at older children were slower to sell. In an attempt to 
boost sales, CBI assisted the Ark publicity team in generating more interest for 
the event, through membership mail outs, media press releases and web-
bulletins. However, with the exception of Marita Conlon McKenna’s session, 
booking for some of the events remained lower than anticipated.  
 
 

Darren Shan Tour 
 
Early in 2007 CBI and Harper Collins began a  new partnership to present a 
series of Arts Centre events, featuring bestselling Irish horror writer Darren 
Shan. This three date tour which took place in June  was  timed to coincide with 
the publication of a new title Blood Beast and to reach new audiences via the 
new partnerships.  
 
Events took place as follows:  



 
• Tuesday 5th June, The Belltable, one event at 11am. 
• Wednesday 6th June, The Linen Hall, two events at 10am & 12 noon. 
• Friday 8th June, The Mill Theatre, one event at 11am 

 
Each event comprised a 45 minute reading, followed by a booksigning session. 
Book sales were handled by local branches of Easons. In each case, the 
respective Arts Centres took responsibility for inviting audiences from local 
schools. The Belltable and Linen Hall offered tickets for free, with the Mill 
charging a fee of €4 per child to cover the venue costs.   
 
This was the first time with the Belltable or the Mill Theatre had hosted a 
children’s book event and on the whole the planning and execution of the events 
went smoothly.  Darren is an immensly popular author amongst young teenage 
readers of both sexes and none of the centres had any difficulty in filling the 
sessions. Feedback from all parties involved was very positive, with audience 
responding particularly well to Darren’s lively performance style.  
 

Strategic Aim Two Resource 
Resource - Be an innovative and core resource in Ireland on books for children 
 

Inis, The Magazine of Children’s Books Ireland  
 
Inís is the quarterly magazine of Children's Books Ireland. Inís contains reviews 
and articles on Irish and international children's books and is the only publication 
of its type in Ireland. Inís takes an Irish perspective on children's literature issues 
and there is an emphasis on books published in Ireland or by Irish writers, but 
the magazine is international in its range, outlook and contributors. Inís is a 
proven key resource for schools, libraries, parents, writers and everyone 
interested in children's books.  
 
Throughout 2007, Inís was edited by Patricia O’Doherty, her third year as Editor. 
Book reviews are arranged by age categories: 0-4, 4+, 6+, 9+, 12+, older teens. 
Inís also carried reviews of poetry and information books as well as books for 
children's books professionals. Contributors during 2007 included Valerie 
Coghlan, Amanda Piesse, Robert Dunbar, Rosemary Hetherington, and Audrey 
Baker. Articles covered a range of subjects including Michael Morpurgo, Mary 
Lavin, John Quinn, and Joe O’Brien.   
 
The magazine was typeset by Oldtown design and printed in Ireland, by Glennon 
printers. The current print run is 1,250 copies per issue. Inís was distributed 
worldwide to CBI members, but the main base of readership was here in Ireland. 
Inís magazine was available as part of membership of Children's Books Ireland 
or as part of separate subscription.  Inís was also stocked in a number of 
bookshops in Ireland, with a cover price of €4.00. 

 
 



Book Fest, The recommended reading guide 
  
Alongside the Children’s Books Festival in October, CBI produced Book Fest, 
the Recommended Reading Guide. The guide is a practical A5 sized booklet, 
featuring the top reads of the year. The age categories are broken down into 
clear sections 0-4, 5-8, 9-12, poetry, information, 12-14 and older teens. 
  
The 2007 guide was edited by Liz Morris and Sarah Webb who, along with 
section editors and reviewers selected 170 titles as recommended reads. The 
section editors were, Tom Donegan, Mags Walsh, Enda Wyley, Catriona 
Magner, and Tomás Ó Dulaig.  
  
In order to strengthen the profile of Irish authors and illustrators, every featured 
title by an Irish author or illustrator or that was published here in Ireland featured 
a shamrock beside the title. Eleven of the featured titles are in the Irish 
Language. The guide also listed all children’s titles published in Ireland in 2007. 
The guide was made available for free in libraries and bookshops as well as 
distributed directly to CBI members. In total 40,000 copies were printed in 2007.  
 

CBI Annual Conference 
 
The annual conference took place on the 26th and 27th of May in Pearse Street 
Library, Dublin. Attended by 100 delegates from the world of children’s books, 
including librarians, writers, illustrators, poets,  publishers, agents,  lecturers and 
students.  
 
The theme of the 2007 conference was Notions of Nationhood, and was opened 
on Saturday by Morgan Llwelyn,  followed  later that day by Marie-Louise 
Fitzpatrick, Binette Schroder, Jeff Garrett and Barry Cunningham. On  Sunday, 
the day began with Valerie Bloom, continuing with  Bali Rai and Colmán Ó 
Raghallaigh, before Siobhan Dowd brought the event to a close.  Each day also 
included the popular, Two – Minute Favourites section.  
 
Planning for the conference began early in November 2006. The programme 
officer issued invitations to the selected speakers and the details were finalized 
during January and February 2007. The conference flyer, featuring an image by 
Marie Louise Fitzpatrick was distributed to CBI members and the general public.  
 
Delegate fees for the full weekend were €80 for members and €90 for non-
members, for those attending one day only the cost was €40 for members and 
€45 for non-members. The Saturday evening reception was charged at €10 
extra. A small bookshop was also provided on site by Argosy. Speakers were 
accommodated in Brookes Hotel, Drury Street and the Saturday evening 
reception for speakers, delegates and partners also took place here.  
 
The  annual CBI Award was also  presented as part of the conference. The 
award is made to an individual in recognition of an outstanding contribution to 
children's books. All CBI members are entitled to nominate for this award.  In 



2007 the award was presented went to Clodagh Corocoran founder of the The 
Irish Children’s Books Trust.  
 
Partners in the conference included  iBBy Ireland, Poetry Ireland and the Goethe 
Institut. CBI’s Annual General Meeting also took place as part of the conference. 

Irish Children’s Writers and Illustrators 1986-2006 
 
In 2007 CBI and CICE publications collaborated to publish a new title. Edited by 
Valerie Coghlan and Siobhán Parkinson, this is a new collection of essays about 
contemporary writers and illustrators for children. It was launched on May 24th by 
Niall MacMonagle in the Church of Ireland College of Education, Rathmines. The 
collection was supported by The Arts Council Title- by- Title award.  
 
Each of the essays originally featured in Inís Magazine and was fully updated 
and revised by the original authors for this new collection. The cover image was 
donated by Irish artist and illustrator PJ Lynch.  The collection is illustrated in full 
colour and is indexed. Featured authors and illustrators include Eoin Colfer, 
Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick, Maeve Friel, P.J. Lynch, Sam McBratney, Elizabeth 
O'Hara, Mark O'Sullivan, Siobhán Parkinson, Niamh Sharkey, Matthew 
Sweeney, Kate Thompson, Martin Waddell and Gerard Whelan. 
  
Contributors include Valerie Coghlan, Robert Dunbar, Lucinda Jacob, Celia 
Keenan, Liz Morris, Ciara Ní Bhroin, Lucy O'Dea, Siobhán Parkinson, AJ Piesse, 
Carole Redford and John Short. Copies of the publication have been sold both 
within Ireland and internationally. It will continue to be available through the CBI 
website and other supply channels.  
 
 

Strategic Aim Three - Advocacy 
Create greater understanding of the importance of books for children 
 

CBI Bisto Book of the Year Awards 
 
The CBI Bisto Book of the Year Awards are the leading annual children's book 
awards in Ireland. The awards have been sponsored since their inception by 
Bisto (Premier Foods) Ireland. The Awards are made annually by Children's 
Books Ireland to authors and illustrators born or resident in Ireland.  
 
Judging began in September 2006.  In total 85 titles were submitted. The judges 
carefully considered each title against the criteria for excellence, quality of the 
text and of illustrations and of design, exceptional integration of text, illustration 
and design, originality of the work and appeal to its readership. The judging 
panel met six times and then held a final meeting to draw up the shortlist and 
overall winners. 
 
The shortlist for the 2006/2007 awards was announced on March 21st.  The 
results of the seventeenth CBI Bisto Book of the Year Awards were announced 



on the 14th May at a ceremony in No.6 Kildare Street. Dublin born author, John 
Boyne won the Bisto Book of the Year for his book The Boy in the Striped 
Pyjamas. John was presented with the newly commissioned CBI Bisto Book of 
the Year Trophy and a cheque by Senator David Norris, journalist Fiona Looney 
and the Chairperson of the Judging Panel. The new trophy replaced the CBI 
Bisto Perpetual Trophy, which was retired in 2006 to four times award winner, 
Kate Thompson. 
 
The Eilís Dillon Award went to Siobhan Dowd, author of A Swift Pure Cry.  The 
three Bisto Honour Awards were presented to: Oliver Jeffers, author and 
illustrator of The Incredible Book Eating Boy, Éilís Ní Dhuibhne for Hurlamaboc 
and Siobhán Parkinson for Something Invisible. 
 
Completing the short list for the 200/ 2007 awards were Jon Berkeley for The 
Palace of Laughter, Eoin Colfer for Artemis Fowl & the Lost Colony, illustrator 
P.J. Lynch for A Christmas Carol, Colmán Ó Raghallaigh for An Táin and Kate 
Thompson for The Fourth Horseman. 
 
The judging panel for 2006/ 2007 awards was chaired by Mary Shine Thompson, 
from St Patrick’s College. The other panel members were Kieran Fanning, 
Caitríona Magner, Áine Carroll, Patricia Kennon and Cormac Ó Cuilleanáin. The 
Awards were administered by Paddy O’Doherty. 
 
2007 was the second year of the CBI Bisto Awards shadowing scheme and 140 
schools, both primary and secondary from around the country were involved. 
CBI issued a shadowing pack to participating schools. From these 140 schools, 
two schools were then drawn at random to attend the prize-giving ceremony in 
Dublin and meet the short listed authors and illustrators. In 2007 San Carlo 
Senior Primary School, Leixlip, Co Kildare and Scoil Cholmcille, Skryne, Co 
Meath were both selected to attend the ceremony.  
 

Book –based events for young people research project 
In 2007, CBI received supplementary funds from the Arts Council as part of the 
youth incentive scheme. This funding was offered in order to allow CBI complete 
a major new piece of research. In line with our strategic aim of engagement, the 
research was proposed to understand the scale of book based events for young 
people across Ireland. In order to provide an inventory of current practice, policy 
and issues a qualitative and quantitative research process was devised.  
 
An invitation to tender was issued in September and following shortlisting and 
interviews, Helen Thomas and Book Communications were appointed. Much of 
the qualitative and quantitative research was carried out between October and 
December 2007. The final research report will be published in April 2008.  
 
 

Strategic Aim Four Partnership 
Develop Strategic and Collaborative Relationships in order to deliver on our aims 
 



Throughout 2007, CBI continued to work with new and existing partners in order 
to achieve our key strategic aims. In many situations, CBI instigated new 
partnerships, which helped deliver our activities and programmes. CBI also 
developed relationships, which strengthened the reach of the organisation.  
 
Partners during 2007 included, all 32 library authorities, five Education and 
Library Boards in Northern Ireland, Poetry Ireland, The Ark, Ibby Ireland, Goethe 
Institut, Alliiance Francaise, The Touring Experiment, Kidsown, Art Polonia, 
Business to Arts, Eason and Sons Ltd, The Pavillion Theatre, The Linenhall, The 
Belltable, Draiocht, The Mermaid, IES ltd, Farmleigh House, Foras Na Gaeilge, 
MS Readathon, Youth Libraries Group, The Library Council, The O’Brien Press, 
The Collins Press, Mercier Press, Harper Collins, Scholastic Book Fairs, A&C 
Black, Egmont UK. 
 
Changes in Arts Council funding during 2007, also prompted CBI to become part 
of a larger network of arts organisations concerned with strengthening the voice 
of Regularly Funded Organisations (RFO). Initiated by Theatre Forum, CBI was 
a signatory to a letter to Minister Seamus Brennan. CBI contributed information 
and issues to the RFO delegation who met with the Minister. Independent of this 
process CBI also initiated a relationship with the Office of the Minister for 
Children.  
 
  

Strategic Aim Five Capacity Development  
Develop our capacity in order to best deliver our aims and objectives. 
 
One member of CBI’s core team left in 2007. James Curtain left the organisation 
after two years as Programme Officer in February 2007. The position was 
advertised and following shortlisting and interviews Tom Donegan was appointed 
in April 2007. The new Programme Officer quickly established himself and began 
planning for the Children’s Books Festival upon appointment.  
 
At Board level, one board member, Úna Breathnach, resigned in May. Two new 
board members, Oisín McGann and Keith O’Sullivan were elected to the board. 
In order to continue to harness the expertise of the board, to new board-led sub 
groups were established. A development group was established in order to 
review and develop CBI’s current develop CBI’s current development and 
fundraising work. A second working group was established by the board in order 
to renew and renovate the CBI Bisto Book of the Year Awards. Both sub groups 
will present a report to the Board during 2008.  
 
All members of staff were encouraged to participate in relevant training and other 
opportunities. In total 16 days training were undertaken and the core staff team 
also attended numerous informal and formal networking events.  
 
CBI also participated in international research. CBI Director and Inís Editor 
attended the Bologna book fair in April with the support of Arts Council Travel 
and Mobility funding. CBI Director also participated in the Irish delegation to the 
Goethe Institut Berlin research trip in November.  



 
The CBI resource space continued its development. The meeting space is 
utilised by the organisation and other groups. During 2007 an emerging writers 
group along with the Irish Chapter of the Society of Children’s Books Writers and 
illustrators made use of the resource and meeting space. New titles were added 
to the reference collection and the range of resources held was expanded.  

 

CBI Membership 
CBI has approximately 400 active members from both Ireland and international. 
Recent trends indicate a move towards organisational membership and an 
increase in memberships, which fall into line with the academic year.  
 
In accordance with the memorandum and articles of association of CBI, an 
Annual General Meeting took place in May. In order to facilitate members, it took 
place as part of the annual conference. All members were invited to attend and 
an agenda and nomination forms were circulated in advance. Copies of CBI’s 
audited accounts for 2006 were also made available.  
 
 

Communications and Website  
www.childrensbooksireland.com/ie was overhauled in 2007. A new content 
management system was installed in order to facilitate the flow of information on 
the webpage. The website was reorganised to reflect the new strategic aim 
structure of the organisation. The content system will also allow for the addition 
of new components as needs arise. 
 
Currently traffic on the website peaks in October and November to coincide with 
the Children’s Book Festival. The average number of daily visits in November 
was 950 giving a monthly total of 28,500 unique visits. The new website 
structure also allows for the direct processing of membership applications and 
payments for publications. 
 
A new electronic newsletter component draws information from the site in a 
regular bulleting style email. The first of these new newsletters was sent in 
December and they will be continued in 2008. 
 
 



Finance 
CBI is a registered charity and operates on a not for profit basis. CBI accounts 
are audited and presented at the Annual General Meeting as well as filed with 
the Companies Registration Office. 

CBI Income 2007  
The largest source of funding is The Arts Council. In 2007, €198,600 was 
received in revenue funding and an additional €34,500 was received from other 
Arts Council funding streams. 
 
Other income includes €22,700 in commercial sponsorship although this 
excludes in kind sponsorship to the value of approximately €45,000. Income 
from membership, subscriptions and publication sales as well as advertising and 
other sources totalled €72,622. 

 
 
 

CBI Expenditure 2007 
 
Programme costs make up half of CBI’s annual expenditure at over €145,000. 
Staff costs represent 34% and running costs just 16%. CBI ended 2007 with a 
small deficit. 
 
 
 


