
CHILDRENS BOOKS IRELAND ANNUAL REPORT 2008 
Introduction 
 
Children’s Books Ireland (CBI) is the national children’s books organisation of Ireland. CBI 
was formed in 1996 to resource and support books and reading for young people. This 
report records the development and activities of Children’s Books Ireland between 
January and December 2008.  
 
Children’s Books Ireland Mission Statement 
 
Children's Books Ireland is dedicated to ensuring that books are at the centre of young 
people's lives. We resource and support those who bring children and books together. 
Through leadership, innovation, advocacy and celebration, we create awareness of the 
value and importance of books for young people. 

Governance and Structures 
 
CBI is lead by a board of directors who guide the organisation in policy development and 
implementation. Members of the Board in 2008 were Seamus Cashman, Jenni Barrett, 
Fergus Finlay, Vanessa Johnston, Oisín McGann, Áine Ní Ghlinn, Paddy O’Doherty, Larry 
O'Loughlin, Jane O'Hanlon, Keith O'Sullivan and Siobhán Parkinson. The Board met six 
times in total during 2008. At the CBI AGM in May 2008, the Board presented the required 
reports for 2007.  
 
The programmes and activities of the organization are carried out by CBI’s three core staff 
members along with CBI volunteers, interns and part-time staff.  
 
2008 Core Staff 
Director – Mags Walsh 
Administration and Communications Officer – Jenny Murray 
Programme Officer - Tom Donegan 
 
Inis Editors 
Patricia Kennon and Caitríona Magner  
 
CBI Bisto Book of the Year Awards Administrator 
Paddy O’Doherty 
 
CBI Interns and volunteers 2008  
Juliette Saumande, Jessica Denbow, Melanie Schoenhoff, Aoife Murray, Nora Windeck, 
Eoin Heaney, Sarah Jane Ryan, Lorraine Whelan and Bern Deegan,  
 

CBI, The Continuing Story— A Strategic Plan for 2007-2010.  
 
The strategic plan sets out the values and principles of CBI along with our aims and 
objectives for 2007-2011. The plan provides a structural framework for CBI’s aims and 
objectives. All of the organisations programmes are grouped in five main aims- 



Enagagement, Advocacy, Resource, Support and Capacity Development. This five-part 
structure is also used to group activities within this annual report. 
 

Activities and Programmes 2008 

Strategic Aim One – Engagement 
Enable children in Ireland to experience the best possible engagement with books 
 
 Childrens Books Festival 2008 
 
The Children’s Books Festival (CBF) is the national festival for books and reading for 
young people in Ireland. It is the largest young people’s arts festival in Ireland, with events 
taking place primarily in libraries, but also in bookshops, schools and arts centres. The 
target audience ranges from children aged 4- 16 years, with a special focus this year on 
attracting family and teenage audiences. For the first time, in 2008 the CBF ran for the 
entire month of October. 
 
The 32 national library authorities continued to present the overwhelming majority of 
events. Through face-to-face meetings, email and a new website blog, CBI maintained a 
good working relationship with the library coordinators who have responsibility for 
organizing festival events and activities within their authority. Of the total 1674 events 
recorded during CBF 2008, 1608, including author readings, illustrator workshops, arts & 
crafts sessions, puppet theatre and storytelling, were organised through library branches.  
 
In line with strategic aims for the CBF, CBI continued to encourage a strong emphasis on 
book-focused events within the national programme. Over 70 authors and illustrators took 
part in CBF library visits in 2008, with many new names joining familiar faces in touring to 
different parts of the country.  Many of these tours were facilitated by the Programme 
Officer as part of CBI’s efforts to increase the number of Irish and UK authors taking part 
in the CBF. Several neighbouring authorities also organised their own tours independently, 
with coordinators pooling resources to attract big names.  
 
Having been consistently low in recent years, the popularity of Irish Language and bi-
lingual events saw a dramatic increase in 2008, numbering some 73 in total. This can be 
attributed to a new partnership established by CBI with Scríbhneoirí Óga na Gaeilge, 
which resulted in successful events being set up with authors Laoise Ní Chomhraí, Eithne 
Ní Ghallchobhair and Meadhbh Ní Eadhra.  
 
In Northern Ireland, continued funding from the Department of Education helped the library 
and education boards build upon the progress made last year and develop their 
participation in the CBF still further. The initiation of two cross-border tours this year 
marked a very positive step for the festival.   
 
CBI’s participation in new initiatives and partnerships with other organisations was greatly 
expanded in 2008, adding further variety to the national programme. In early Summer 
2008 CBI successfully applied for special project funding from the Irish Copyright and 
Licensing Agency to run two regional author residencies during the CBF. The initiative was 
targeted specifically at library authorities who had previously struggled in securing CBF 
author visits. Authors Conor Kostick, Roisin Meaney and Judi Curtin and were selected to 



take part, with the former spending a week in Roscommon and the latter two splitting a 
week in Carlow. The idea of week-long residencies appealed to both the invited authors 
and the host librarians, proving relatively straight-forward to set-up and successful in its 
execution. The support received from the ICLA allowed CBI to programme directly ‘into’ 
the selected authorities and exemplify best practice in initiating a new type of project for 
the CBF to be built on in future. 
 
2008 also saw CBI partner charities Concern and Amnesty International for the first time in 
two very different projects. The former involved three regional author events in Donegal, 
Louth and Wicklow, the latter four illustration exhibitions in Blanchardstown, Bantry, Kerry 
and Galway. CBI also helped programme events as part of the Baboro festival in Galway 
and the Dock festival in Carrick-on-Shannon, both of which ran concurrently with the CBF, 
thereby bring book-focussed events to wider audiences. In a new departure for the CBF, 
CBI also programmed several events during October targeted specifically at adults. These 
involved authors Kevin Crossley-Holland, Joe Craig, Cathy Hopkins and Jenny Valentine, 
and were all tied-in to broader tour schedules involving events for young people. 
 
CBI developed two new competitions for the 2008 CBF, the first a creative writing contest 
where entrants had to create a spooky 250 word short story, the second a design contest 
in which aspiring artists had to send in their cover art ideas for a special edition version of 
Linda Moller’s The Great Pig Escape. CBI received almost 4,000 entries in total for both 
competitions. 
 
Irish illustrators Cartoon Saloon were commissioned to create a new poster image to 
publicise the 2008 CBF. The artwork was completed by head artist Tomm Moore and was 
used on all printed materials. CBI engaged Kate Bowe PR as press and media agency for 
the awards and also employed a media-monitor for the first time to collect coverage from 
across the country. A total of 394 media clippings referencing the festival were collected 
between July and the beginning of November, with the issue-driven campaign run by 
KBPR striking a chord with the national media this year. Coverage was up across all 
national media, with a particularly positive amount of TV and radio features. The regional 
outlook was similarly encouraging, and festival events and competitions continued to 
attract interest from local radio and newspapers. CBI’s own media launch took place in 
Dublin’s Liberty Hall and featured an event by author Derek Landy attended by 400 local 
school children. Elsewhere around the country several library authorities also staged their 
own launch events, which proved successful in promoting the CBF locally.  

Summer Stories Day – July 20th - Farmleigh House 
 
CBI has enjoyed a successful relationship with Farmleigh House since 2006, staging a 
number of children’s books themed family activity days as part of the OPW’s wider cultural 
events programme. In 2008 CBI requested a date in late July to ensure fine weather so  
activities could take place outdoors. 
 
The programme for the day featured a mixture of author readings, storyteller sessions and 
illustrator workshops. Authors invited to take part were Brianóg Brady Dawson and Joe 
O’Brien along  with poet Gabriel Fitzmaurice. Illustrators Niamh Sharkey and Adrienne 
Geoghegan ran workshops for children aged between 3 & 8 years old, whilst Ronke 
Arogundade hosted two African storytelling sessions. In a new addition to the programme, 
storyteller Jack Lynch and singer Len Graham staged three performances outdoors which 



proved very popular with family groups. In addition to these events, IES also ran an on-site 
bookshop in the conservatory, which featured titles from all the authors and illustrators. 
 

Publisher Tours 
 
CBI has established good working relationships with key publishing contacts over recent 
years. Publishers will often approach CBI to assist in organising events as part of wider 
publicity tours. This gives CBI the opportunity to increase the number of young readers 
that get to meet high-profile authors. Often such tours are focussed around the CBF, 
though where the circumstances are right, CBI will also assist in facilitating these events 
at other times of year. 
 
Derek Landy – April 2008: CBI was asked to set up two events in the Dublin area as part 
of a wider Irish publicity tour, to promote the second title in the Skulduggary Pleasant 
series, Playing with Fire.  The Mermaid Arts Centre (Bray) and Draiocht (Blanchardstown) 
were identified as two suitable venues with a well established working relationship in 
staging such events. Both sessions were open to invited school groups from  the 
respective areas and, owing to Derek’s popularity, were fully attended. 
 
Dinah Capparucci – November 2008: Having been nominated for the Glen Dimplex new 
children’s writers award, Dinah’s publishers Scholastic Children’s Books were keen to 
make the most of her visit to Ireland. CBI were asked to set-up a school event within the 
proximity of the ceremony venue in Dublin. As this had to be organised in short time-
frame, St Anne’s NS Shankhill, known to have a proven record for hosting author visits, 
was selected.  
 

Strategic Aim Two—Resource 
Be an innovative and core resource in Ireland on books for children 

Inis, The Magazine of Children’s Books Ireland  
 
Inís is the quarterly magazine of Children's Books Ireland. Inís contains reviews and 
articles on Irish and International children's books and is the only publication of its type in 
Ireland. Inís takes an Irish perspective on children's literature issues, with an emphasis on 
books published in Ireland or by Irish writers.  However, despite this focus, the magazine 
is international in its range, outlook and contributors. Inís is a proven key resource for 
schools, libraries, parents, writers and everyone interested in children's books.  
 
Their first issue was in Spring 2008 (March) and there were four issues in total in the year. 
Contributors during 2008 included Mary Arrigan, Valerie Coghlan, Amanda Piesse, Robert 
Dunbar, Rosemary Hetherington, Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick, David O’Callaghan and Audrey 
Baker. Articles covered a range of subjects including, Age Banding in Children’s books, 
Dangerous Books for Boys and reviews of the CBI and ISSCL Conferences alongside 
interviews with Stephanie Meyer, Alan Clarke, and Deborah Ellis. 

Book Fest, the Recommended Reading Guide 
  



Alongside the Children’s Books Festival in October, CBI produces Book Fest, the 
Recommended Reading Guide. The guide is a practical A5 sized booklet, featuring the top 
reads of the year. The age categories are broken down into clear sections 0-4, 5-8, 9-12, 
12-14 and older teens, as well as poetry and information. Also, 2008 saw the introduction 
of an Audio section. 
  
The 2008 guide was edited by Liz Morris and Sarah Webb, who, along with section editors 
and reviewers selected 178 titles as recommended reads. The section editors were Ruth 
Coleman, Liz Morris, Juliette Saumande, Sarah Webb, Enda Wyley and Tomás Ó Dulaig.  
  
In order to strengthen the profile of Irish authors and illustrators, every featured title with 
an Irish author or illustrator or published here in Ireland featured a shamrock beside the 
title. Nineteen of the featured titles are in the Irish Language, a significant increase on 
2007. The guide also listed all children’s titles published in Ireland in 2008. The guide was 
made available for free in libraries and bookshops as well as distributed directly to CBI 
members. In total 40,000 copies were printed in 2008.  
 

CBI Annual Conference 
 
The annual conference took place on the 24th and 25th of May in Pearse Street Library, 
Dublin and was attended by 100 delegates from the world of children’s books, including 
librarians, writers, illustrators, poets,  publishers, agents,  lecturers and students.  
 
The theme of the 2008 conference was Voices in Childrens Books. Julia Eccleshare 
opened the conference on Saturday, followed  later that day by Polly Dunbar, Laoise Ní 
Chomhraí, two-min Favourites (Poetry & Prose), Julie O’Callaghan, with the last session 
of Mary Finn  & Enda Wyley. The CBI Award and reception took place in the National Print 
Museum in Beggars Bush.  
 
Sunday began with Professor Kirsten Wardestzky & Anne O’Gorman, Tiina Nunnally, two-
min favourites (Picture Books & Illustration), Nina Christensen, and the conference closed 
with Tim Bowler in conversation with Robert Dunbar.  
 
The  annual CBI Award was also presented as part of the conference. The award is given 
to an individual in recognition for an outstanding contribution to children's books. All CBI 
members are entitled to make nominations for this award.  In 2008 the award was 
presented to Celia Keenan a founder member of the ISSCL, Director of the MA 
Programme in Children's Literature at St Patrick's College, and author of various academic 
titles. 
 
Partners in the conference included: An Gúm, International Education Supplies, Ireland 
Literature Exchange, Foras na Gaelige, The O’Brien Press, Oxford University Press, 
Walker Books, iBbY Ireland, Goethe-Instituit and the Arts Council. CBI’s Annual General 
Meeting also took place as part of the conference. 

 

National Library of Ireland Partnership Events 
 



For the first time in 2008 CBI worked with the National Library of Ireland (NLI) to stage a 
series of readings for adult audiences, which featured high profile children’s author and 
illustrators.  
 
The first of these events featured Kate Thompson and UK author Keith Gray, who were 
both releasing new teenage novels with publisher Random House at the same time. The 
event took place on June 30th, with Robert Dunbar as chair. CBI promoted the event to 
members and the general public as well as managed bookings. The NLI also promoted 
the event through their website and newsletter. Demand for places proved strong, and 
around 90 people attended. 
 
Following the success of this first event, CBI approached the NLI with a proposal for a 
follow-up session with illustrator PJ Lynch, to take place in the run-up to Christmas. The 
idea appealled to the NLI as it also gave them the opportunity to exhibit some pieces from 
their PJ Lynch collection. The event took place on December 8th and largely followed the 
format of the previous session, with Dr Pat Donlon taking the chair and around 110 people 
attending. 
 

Strategic Aim Three - Advocacy 
Create greater understanding of the importance of books for children 

CBI Bisto Book of the Year Awards 
 
The CBI Bisto Book of the Year Awards are the leading annual children's book awards in 
Ireland. The awards have been sponsored since their inception by Bisto (Premier Foods) 
Ireland. The Awards are made annually by Children's Books Ireland to authors and 
illustrators born or residing in Ireland.  
 
Judging began in September 2007.  In total 73 titles were submitted, a reduction from 
2007. The judges carefully considered each title against the criteria for excellence, quality 
of the text illustrations and design, exceptional integration of text, illustration and design, 
originality of the work and appeal to its readership. The judging panel met six times and 
then held a final meeting to draw up the shortlist and overall winners. 
 
The shortlist for the 2007/2008 awards was announced in March.   The results of the 
eighteenth CBI Bisto Book of the Year Awards were announced on in May at a ceremony 
in No.6 Kildare Street. Siobhan Dowd won the CBI Bisto Book of the Year Award 
posthumously. The award was accepted on her behalf by her husband Geoff Morgan and 
her Publisher David Fickling. The awards were presided over again by Senator David 
Norris and the Chair of the judging panel Keith O’Sullivan.  
 

The Eilís Dillon Award went to Tom Kelly, author of The Thing with Finn.  The three Bisto 
Honour Awards were presented to: Roddy Doyle for Wilderness, FE Higgins for The Black 
Boook Of Secrets and Oliver Jeffers for The Way Back Home. 
 
Completing the short list for the 2007/ 2008 awards were The Alchemyst by Michael Scott, 
Discover Art (At the Dublin City Gallery The Hugh Lane) Jessica O’Donnell, Gaisíoch na 



Beilte Uaine by Caitríona Nic Sheáin and Andrew Whitson, The Last of the High Kings by 
Kate Thompson and Titanic 2020 by Colin Bateman. 
 
The judging panel for 2006/ 2007 awards was chaired by Keith O’Sullivan. The panel was 
made up of Anne Marie Herron, Eileen Phelan, Eilis Ni Dhuibhine, Catherine Ann Cullen, 
Mark O’Sullivan and for the first time the panel featured a transition year student Siúan 
Póirtéir. The Awards were administered by Paddy O’Doherty. 

Bisto Awards Working Group 
In the Autumn of 2007 CBI established a working group to investigate a number of issues 
that had arisen around the Bisto awards in recent years. The invited members were Mary 
Shine Thompson, Celia Keenan, Valerie Coghlan, Robert Dunbar, Siobhan Parkinson, 
Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick and Liam Ó Muirthile, with Jane O’Hanlon as Chair. All meetings 
were also attended by the CBI Director and Programme Officer.   
  
Between October 2007 and May 2008 the working group met seven times to discuss a 
variety of matters relating to the awards, including the timing of the awards cycle, 
promotion to the public, the possible need for categories and the judging process itself. 
During this time, the group members and CBI staff also conducted a wide-ranging 
consultation around the awards with various key interest groups, including authors and 
illustrators, publishers, librarians, booksellers and media representatives.  
 
As a result of the consultation process and the working groups own discussions, several 
significant changes to the awards were proposed to the CBI Board. These included: 
 

• Changes to the awards structure - replacing the three general honor awards with 
targeted prizes for fiction, illustration and a special judges award. 

• Changes to the judging panel - increasing the number of judges to eight, thereby 
allowing non-bilingual judges and one international judge to join the panel.  

• Revision and re-clarification of judging and eligibility criteria  
 
These proposals were approved by the Board in June for implementation in the 08/09 
cycle. 
 

Bisto Shadowing Scheme  
 
First piloted in 2005, the shadowing scheme has now become an established part of the 
Bisto Awards programme, serving to promote engagement in the 10 shortlisted titles 
amongst schools and library reading groups nationwide. Around 120 individual groups 
took part in 2008, representing approximately 2000 young readers. The scheme ran from 
the date of the shortlist announcement (March 26th) to the week before the prize-winners 
ceremony (May 16th), and the teacher pack was widely praised for being the best ever, 
both in terms of activities and layout. An increased number of libraries partnered their local 
schools in the scheme by purchasing and loaning books. In 2008 CBI also increased the 
number of shadowing schools involved in additional activities, including author visits from 
Michael Scott and Jon Berkeley (shortlisted in 2007) and tours to the Hugh Lane Gallery 
(in association with shortlisted title Discover Art).  
 



As in previous years two shadowing groups (in St. Patrick’s N.S. from Co. Meath and Scoil 
Lorcain from Co. Dublin) were invited to attend the Bisto Awards winners’ ceremony, 
which was proceeded by an event with author Tom Kelly in The Ark. The 2008 shadowing 
winner was Colin Bateman’s Titanic 2020 and was announced on the CBI website. All 
participating groups were sent certificates to thank them for their involvement.  
 

Turning the Page, A review of book-based events for young people in Ireland 
 
In 2007, CBI received supplementary funds from the Arts Council as part of the youth 
incentive scheme. This funding was offered in order to allow CBI to complete a major 
piece of research. In line with our strategic aim of engagement, the research was 
proposed to understand the scale of book based events for young people across Ireland. 
In order to provide an inventory of current practice, policy and issues, a qualitative and 
quantitative research process was devised.  
 
Much of the qualitative and quantitative research was carried out between October and 
December 2007. The final research report was published in July 2008. The report was 
distributed to key stakeholders and made available online. The report was also presented 
to An Comhairle Leabharlann’s Working Group on Teenagers and the Library Service.  
 

If Kids Made the Reading Rules  
In April 2008, CBI began working with author Conor Kostick and members of Trim 
Library’s children’s book club. The group were asked by CBI to create a charter outlining 
their rights relating to books and reading. Later in the process, illustrator Alan Barrett   
joined the group to add illustrations.  
 
The final poster If Kids Made the Reading Rules was officially launched, on September 
23rd, by Norma McDermott, Director of the Library Council in Trim Library with many of the 
young authors and their families present. It was distributed to libraries, schools and 
bookshops all over Ireland, during the Children’s Book Festival, running 1st-31st October.   
 
Consultation with Children A Working Symposium presented by CBI and The Ark  
On Friday September 12th the Ark and CBI presented a special event designed for those 
creating and delivering arts projects who were interested in consultation with children.  
  
The event featured a keynote address from the Sheila Greene, Director of the Children’s 
Research Centre at Trinity College. The symposium also included presentations of 
inspirational projects where children have been actively involved in artistic policy and 
practice development – MacRobert, Scotland; The Library of 100 Talents, Holland and 
Leeds Young Film.   This was followed by practical workshops, delivered by Playtrain (UK 
based consultation specialists), providing participants with a rare opportunity to up-skill in 
this area. 
 
The event was supported by The Irish Youth Foundation, The Atlantic Philanthropies and 
The Office of the Minister for Children, and all available places were booked. CBI 
produced a record of proceedings along with a resource pack which was distributed to 
participants and made available online.  
 



Strategic Aim Four—Partnership 
Develop Strategic and Collaborative Relationships in order to deliver on our aims 
 

Active Partnerships  
CBI has a large number of active partnerships within Ireland. During 2008 CBI worked in 
partnership with Poetry Ireland, Draiocht Centre for the Arts, Mermaid Arts Centre, 
Cinemagic Festival of Film for young people, Clé Irish Publishers Association, Kids’ Own 
Publishing Partnership, The Ark- A Cultural Centre for Children, Baboró Festival, 
Department of Education, Northern Ireland, Ibby Ireland, Ireland Literature Exhange, 
Dublin City Libraries, Meath County Libraries, The Linenhall Arts Centre, Roola Boola 
Festival, Storytellers of Ireland, Society of Children’s Books Writers and Illustrators 
Ireland, Triskel Arts Centre, Pavilion Theatre, Flip Flop Festival, National Print Museum, 
Goethe Institut, The Library Council, The Library Association, O’Brien Press, The National 
Library, Irish Copyright Licensing Agency, St Patrick’s College, Marino Institute of 
Education, Farmleigh Estate, Mercier Press, Fís Book Club, Belfast Education and Library 
Board, Carlow County Libraries, Cavan County Libraries, Clare County Libraries, Cork City 
Libraries, Cork County libraries, Donegal County Libraries, Dun Laoghaire/ Rathdown 
libraries, Fingal libraries, Galway County Libraries, Kerry County Libraries, Kildare County 
Libraries, Kilkenny County Libraries, Laois County Libraries, Leitrim County Libraries, 
Limerick City Libraries, Limerick County libraries, Longford County Libraries, Louth County 
Libraries, Mayo County Libraries, Monaghan County Libraries,  North East Education and 
Library Board, Offaly County Libraries,  Roscommon County Libraries, South East 
Education and Library Board, Southern Education and Library Board, Sligo County 
Libraries, South Dublin libraries, Tipperary County Libraries, Waterford City Libraries, 
Waterford County Libraries, Western Education and Library Board, Westmeath County 
Libraries, Wexford County Libraries and Wicklow County Libraries. 
 
Commercial partners included Premier Foods Ireland, Eason and Sons ltd, Hughes and 
Hughes and Dubray Books. International partners included Scottish Book Trust, Centre for 
the Child in Birmingham, Probiblo in Holland, Harper Collins Publishing and Random 
House Publishers. 
 
CBI’s Director was also invited to join The Library Council Working Group on young 
people and the library service. The working group will respond to forthcoming research 
commissioned by the Office of the Minister for Children and Young People.  
 

Strengthening the children’s books sector 
In November, CBI and Clé held a forum to discuss current issues in children’s book 
publishing in Ireland. The forum identified many trends, threats and opportunities for the 
sector. The forum attracted a diverse audience and showcased the willingness of different 
organisations and individuals to be involved in projects that would strengthen the sector. 
CBI committed to following up this forum with further events and actions in 2009.  
 
 

Strategic Aim Five Capacity Development  
Develop our capacity in order to best deliver our aims and objectives. 
 



Staff and Volunteers  
CBI’s three core staff remained the same in 2008. Regular review and training was made 
available to all core staff and 11 days training were undertaken. CBI’s programme office 
also attended the South Bank Festival of literature in London and both Inis Editors 
attended the Bologna Children’s Book Fair.  
 
CBI has identified a need for a new position, resource officer, which is necessary to 
adequately deliver CBI’s resource strategy. This need has been clearly demonstrated to 
our core funders.  
 
Volunteers and interns 
CBI continued to host interns and volunteers. In 2008 there were nine individuals who 
volunteered their time to CBI regularly. The contribution made to the organisation was very 
significant and contributed much to the success of the organisation. Without the 
assistance of volunteers CBI would have been unable to achieve its aims in 2008. 

Board capacity 
At board level the development group established in 2007 presented their final report to 
the board and their recommendations were adopted, including the establishment of a 
Friends of CBI scheme. The board also accepted the recommendations of the Bisto 
Awards Working group during 2008.  There were four new appointments to the board in 
2008.  

CBI Membership 
CBI has an Irish and International membership base. Membership is open to individuals 
and organisations worldwide. There are approximately 440 active members. Recent 
trends indicate a move towards organisational membership and an increase in 
memberships which run for the duration of the academic year.  
 
In accordance with the memorandum and articles of association of CBI, an Annual 
General Meeting took place in May at the close of the CBI conference. All members were 
invited to attend and an agenda and CBI Board nomination forms were circulated in 
advance. Copies of CBI’s audited accounts for 2007 were also made available.  

Communications and Website  
www.childrensbooksireland.ie was overhauled again in 2008. This included a news page – 
which allowed the CBI staff to keep an up to date stream of information and upcoming 
events highlighted while elsewhere the standard information remained available. The 
events calendar became more interactive, and as a result CBI hosts information for many 
different organisations that relate to children and books. The capacity of the site was also 
increased after high traffic at festival time caused considerable technical difficulties. The 
ongoing addition of components has continued to create a site that is flexible and easily 
managed. 
 
The introduction of the shop facility also allows CBI to accept payments using credit cards 
for the first time, which has increased the efficiency with which international sales can be 
processed. 
 
Currently traffic on the website peaks in October and November to coincide with the 
Children’s Book Festival. For example, the average number of daily visits in November 



was 950 giving a monthly total of 28,500 visits. The new website structure also allows for 
the direct processing of membership applications and payments for publications.The 
electronic newsletter introduced in 2007 has proved very successful – approximately 12 
newsletters were distributed last year to an average of 1250 subscribers. 
 
Finance  
 
CBI is a registered charity and operates on a not for profit basis. CBI accounts are audited 
and presented at the Annual General Meeting as well as filed with the Companies 
Registration Office.  
 
CBI Income 2008    
The largest source of funding is The Arts Council. In 2008, €235,245 was received in 
revenue funding. Other income includes €26,000 in commercial sponsorship although this 
excludes in kind sponsorship to the value of approximately €55,000. Income from 
membership, subscriptions and publication sales as well as advertising and other sources 
totalled €55,341.  
 

 
CBI Expenditure 2008   
Programme costs make up just under half of CBI’s annual expenditure at €145,000.  Staff 
costs represent 35% and running costs just 18%. CBI ended 2008 with a small surplus. 
This ensured the deficit of 2007 was cleared. 
 

 


