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Introduction 
 
Children’s Books Ireland (CBI) is the national children’s books organisation of Ireland. This report 
records the development and activities of CBI between January and December 2012. 

Children’s Books Ireland Vision and Mission 

Vision 
Our vision is an Ireland in which books are a part of every child’s life and where meaningful 
engagement with books is supported by passionate and informed adults in families, schools, 
libraries and communities all across the country. 

Mission 
Our mission is to make books a part of every child's life.  We champion and celebrate the 
importance of authors and illustrators and we work in partnership with the people and 
organisations who enhance children's lives through books. 

Governance and Structures    
CBI is led by a board of directors, who guide the organisation in policy development and 
implementation. Members of the Board in 2012 were Oisín McGann (Chairperson) Ruth Coleman 
Fergus Finlay, Vanessa Johnston, Áine Ní Ghlinn, Paddy O’Doherty, Sarah Webb, Kim Harte and 
Irene Barber. The Board met seven times in total during 2012. At the CBI AGM, the Board 
presented the required reports for 2011. The programmes and activities of the organization are 
carried out by CBI’s three core staff members along with CBI volunteers, interns and part-time 
staff. 
 

Staffing 

Core Staff 
Director – Mags Walsh 
Administration and Communications Officer – Jenny Murray 
Programme Officer – Aoife Murray  
 
CBI’s three core positions remained the same in 2012. Regular review and training was made 
available to all core staff and 7 days of training were undertaken. 

Additional Team Members  
Inis Editors - Patricia Kennon, David Maybury, Juliette Saumande and Clare Marie Dunne 
Communications Assistant (via Jobridge, national internship scheme)  - Nicola Carthy 
Laureate na nÓg Project Manager - Nessa O’Mahony 
 
The addition of a fourth full-time team member for part of 2012, via the Jobbridge national 
internship scheme was of huge benefit to the organisation.   

CBI Interns and Volunteers  
CBI is very fortunate to secure the support of a large range of interns and volunteers who work 
with the core team to deliver specific projects and in general duties. The input of CBI’s volunteers 
and interns is equivalent to one full-time staff member and is invaluable to the organization.  

Strategic Planning 
Continuing the Story, CBI’s former strategic plan set out the values and principles of CBI, along 
with our aims and objectives for 2007-2010. The plan provided a structural framework for CBI’s 
aims and objectives. In line with this plan, all of the organisation’s programmes were grouped 
into five main aims; Engagement; Resource; Support; Partnership; and Capacity Development.  



Developing a new strategic plan 
In 2012, undertook a process to develop a new strategic plan for the organisation. This process 
included a series of consultations within the organisation as well as meeting with stakeholders, 
funders and colleagues. Working throughout 2012, the board and executive refined the vision and 
mission of CBI and set our six new strategic aims for 2013 -2015. This new published plan will 
guide the organisation from 2013 onwards.  
 

Activities and Programme 2012   

CBI Membership            
CBI has an Irish and international membership base. Membership is open to individuals and 
organisations worldwide, and there are approximately 215 active members. In accordance with 
the memorandum and articles of association of CBI an Annual General Meeting took place in 
May. All members received notice in advance. Copies of CBI’s audited accounts for 2012 were 
also made available.  

Children’s Books Festival 
The Children’s Book festival (CBF) is the largest project in the second part of the year for CBI. 
Further cuts to library budgets in 2012 saw resources allocated to the CBF stretched further in 
many areas of the country. Nevertheless, the national scope of the festival was maintained 
through the hard work and enthusiasm of some regional coordinators, combined with targeted 
support from CBI. The provision of CBF Programme Support in areas where it was most needed, 
ensured events took place nationwide, in the vast majority of authorities during October 2012. 
 
2012 saw the third year of the Programme Support scheme, where library authorities applied to 
CBI for financial support to programme events in Irish and English. Support from the Irish 
Copyright Licensing Agency (ICLA) allowed CBI to fund 6 high quality English language events in 
authorities where otherwise festival participation would have been very low or non-existent. 
Further support from Foras na Gaeilge allowed for the funding of 6 Irish language residency 
projects, again in areas where festival participation was otherwise low or non-existent. Although 
this support was modest, feedback from library authorities indicates that it was invaluable in 
allowing events to take place nationwide in 2012. 
 
In 2012 there was again a decrease in the total number of overall festival events. There is strong 
evidence that where the festival is properly financially supported and staffed, for example in 
Meath, Kildare and Cork City, the opportunity exists for the programme to keep expanding, 
especially as knowledge and expertise grows on the part of the coordinators and the relationship 
with CBI and publishers is strengthened. In other areas, the Programme Support funding provided 
by CBI was the only budget available for events during October. This is compounded by cuts to 
staffing numbers at authorities nationwide. It is clear that authorities do not have the staff 
available to programme and run events, even if funding is available to meet the costs of events.  
 
Competitions remain an effective way of increasing awareness of the festival whilst involving a 
large number of young people in related creative activities. The continued partnership with the 
O’Brien Press for the Design-a-Cover Competition remains very strong, with a higher number of 
entries than ever before.  CBI ran the Poster Competition again with several high quality entries. 
2012 saw CBI work with Little Island on a writing competition for the first time. Both parties 
were very satisfied with this partnership and hope to work together again in future years. 
 
Again in 2012 librarians, teachers, authors, storytellers and illustrators were invited and 
encouraged to submit their own guest blog posts and images from events nationwide, which 
were supplemented with entries from the CBI team.  The various CBF competitions were also 
available online for entrants and authorities to access. The blog gave a huge amount of scope for 
interactivity, which was supplemented by the CBI Twitter and Facebook accounts, both of which 
experienced a large amount of activity during festival time.  
 



The number of festival packs ordered was slightly down on 2011 figures, the quantity of 
materials produced being adjusted accordingly, to avoid wastage. Having stickers in the packs 
and offering Recommended Read booklet only packs were again popular with libraries and 
schools. Despite direct mail targeting this year, bookstore orders remained relatively low and 
there is room for expansion here, especially in targeting those parents who would appreciate an 
independent Irish recommended reading guide available in bookstores. In addition, feedback 
from library authorities across the country indicates a desire for the availability of 
Recommended Reads online, so it can be easily shared with teachers, young readers, parents and 
librarians nationally and internationally. 
 
Steve McCarthy’s design for the 2012 CBF poster proved to be one of the most popular to date 
with a unanimously positive response from young readers, librarians and teachers. Steve’s 
artwork was also featured on Recommended Reads, festival bookmarks and stickers. 
 
Due to budget restrictions this year, CBI choose not to work with Kate Bowe PR and CBI co-
ordinating PR activities in house. Although this took up a larger portion of the Programme 
Officer’s time than in previous years, CBI was able to achieve excellent results considering the 
limited resources on offer. Most authorities were very comfortable and capable in handling their 
own local publicity, using a press release template provided by CBI. CBI concentrated efforts on 
securing national media, in the main national newspaper and magazine coverage, TV slots and 
radio interviews with the CBI Programme Officer. 

Recommended Reads 
Alongside the Children’s Books Festival in October, CBI produces The Recommended Reading 
Guide (formerly Book Fest). The guide is a practical A5-sized booklet featuring the top reads of 
the year. The age categories are broken down into clear sections: 0-4, 5-8, 9-11,12-14, Young 
Adult, Poetry and Information. It also features a comprehensive list of all the Irish-published 
children’s books of the year. 
 
The 2012 guide was edited by Paddy O’Doherty, assisted by section editors; Sarah Webb, Ashe 
Conrad Jones, Marian Keyes, Síne Quinn, Liz Morris, Enda Wyley and Séan Ó Dubhchon.  CBI 
commissioned Stephen McCarthy to produce an original artwork as the CBF image. This was 
used as the cover for the Recommended Reading Guide and also featured inside as the basis of a 
competition. 
  
In order to draw attention to titles by Irish authors or illustrators and those published here in 
Ireland, a shamrock was included alongside the title. The Recommended Reading Guide was 
made available in libraries and bookshops as well as distributed directly to CBI members. In total 
15,500 copies were printed, a reduction on the 2011 amount. 

CBI Book Clinics 
In collaboration with Dublin UNESCO city of literature, CBI developed a new event concept in 
2012 – The CBI Book Clinic. These informal events in public spaces encouraged children and 
families to meet with book experts in a relaxed setting and receive advice and support about 
available books and resources.   Each event included ‘book doctors’ who ‘prescribed’ books and 
were supported by other team members and a range of creative activity stations. During 
October four drop-in book clinics took place in Temple Bar, Powerscourt Centre, National Print 
Museum and Imaginosity. The concept was revisited at other events later in 2012 and into 2013.  

Laureate na nÓg   
During 2012, Laureate na nÓg continued to be a vital initiative to support the role of children’s 
books in our cultural lives. Laureate na nÓg is an initiative of the Arts Council with the support of 
The Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Children's Books Ireland, Poetry Ireland and The Arts 
Council of Northern Ireland.  CBI is the project manager for Laureate na nÓg and all aspects of 
the day-to-day running of the initiative are handled by CBI.  
 
From January to May 2012, inaugural Laureate na nÓg Siobhán Parkinson engaged in number of 
events in Ireland and internationally. These included joint events with UK Laureate in Dublin and 



Derry and the launch of a children’s guide to the sculpture in the Irish Museum of Modern Art, 
which was produced in print and video format. Siobhán also visited Paris and Vienna for events.  
 
Early in 2012, CBI launched the call for nominations for Ireland’s second Laureate na nÓg. There 
was a significant increase in the number of nominations received as compared to the call in 
2010. There were 32 writers and illustrators nominated by 134 organisations and individuals 
including a number of school and library groups. A specially convened selection committee met 
to review the nomination and Niamh Sharkey was selected as Ireland’s second Laureate na nÓg.  
 
Niamh was inaugurated as laureate on May 8th in a special ceremony with President Higgins. 
Each laureate’s term is unique and a particular theme or focus is chosen by each laureate.  
Following her inauguration, Niamh identified four priorities for her term:  

• Universal access for babies to books via a national book gifting scheme  
• A spotlight on Irish illustrators, bringing illustration to new public audiences in traditional 

and innovative ways through events, exhibitions and partnerships 
• Raising Irish children’s books illustration’s profile internationally  
• Other events or projects that have a general focus on books and reading within families 

and communities and which encourage creativity via doodling and drawing 

From May 2012, Niamh has been involved in a number of projects including Leitrim children’s 
book festival, live webcast for Children’s Books Festival, National Poetry Day event and launch 
events with Bord Gais Read Together Campaign and Eason’s Get into Reading Campaign.  Much 
of the second half of 2012 was given over to planning Pictiúr, a major new exhibition of Irish 
illustrators for a European and Irish tour in 2013.   

The Laureate International Library, the brain-child of first Laureate na nÓg, Siobhán Parkinson, 
continues as a legacy project of her term visiting schools and libraries around Ireland. In 2012, LIL 
received funding under the Arts Council’s Touring and Dissemination Scheme to undertakes a six-
venue tour of the Western Seaboard in 2013.  

North South Ministerial Council Projects 
Working with representatives from the Department of Education and Skills (Dublin) and the 
Department of Education (Belfast) CBI developed a series of six teenager specific workshops and 
projects aimed at engaging with literature in new and cross disciplinary ways.  These were 
medium term projects, including up to six events per project stream. Within the series of six 
workshops, several were commenced in 2012 with the rest scheduled to commence in 2013.  
 
Location Project Details Partner Organisation 
Newtonards The Poetry Project Libraries Northern Ireland 
Belfast Book to Film Adaptation 

 
Cinemagic International Festival of Film and 
Television for young people 

Derry E-books and App workshops 
 

Dog Ear’s - Children's media company based 
in Derry  

Dundalk Creative Writing workshops Bush Post Primary, Dundalk, Co Louth 
South Dublin ‘Voice’ –a Series of Graphic 

Novel Workshops 
South Dublin Library Service  

Bray  Performance Poetry Workshops  
 

Junior Certificate Support Programme Library 
Project, St Killian’s Secondary School Bray 

 

Inis, The Magazine of Children’s Books Ireland             
In 1989, Children’s Books in Ireland Magazine was first published. Since that time Children’s Books 
in Ireland (the name was changed to Inis in 2002) has been the only publication in Ireland solely 
dedicated to children’s literature.  For more than 20 years, the magazine has become the most 
important record of the development of Irish children’s literature.  It is the only source of regular 
review for Irish authors, illustrators and publishers and Irish-language texts and as such, provides 
an important contribution to the promotion of Irish works for young audiences for both the 



national audience and the international market. With its diverse audience of writers, illustrators, 
publishers, teachers, librarians, academics, students and parents both in Ireland and abroad, Inis 
is a completely unique resource.  
 
Since 2010, Inis magazine has been published both in print and online, with two print issues per 
year, and a dedicated web presence at www.inismagazine.ie. The website combines monthly 
articles on topical issues in children’s literature with extensive ongoing reviews. It houses a 
complete archive of Inis magazine from 2002 onwards, including an archive of over 2500 expert 
reviews of books for all ages, from babies to teens, as well as academic and professional interest 
titles. The site also includes a blog, which is updated regularly.  Inis magazine also has a Twitter 
account and new online content are regularly posted on CBI’s Facebook page. 
 
2012 Print Magazine Elements 
Two full colour 96 page magazines containing 

• Editorial 
• Letters to Editors/Comments 
• Articles  
• Feature and individual reviews  

 
Inismagazine.ie Elements 

• A complete archive of Inis Magazine from 2002 onwards in full text 
• Over 2500 reviews of books for all ages - searchable by author, illustrator, title or 

publisher and grouped by age range 
• Web only articles 
• New reviews added weekly 
• News blog updated several times a week 
• Dedicated twitter stream @inismag 

 
CBI appoints the Editors (or team of editors) to oversee Inis and in January 2012 the editorial 
team was Patricia Kennon,  co-editor with responsibility for articles both in print and online; 
David Maybury, co-editor with responsibility for reviews both in print and online and Clare 
Dunne, Irish-Language editor, responsible for articles, blog posts and reviews of relevant Irish-
language books and issues. During 2012 the team was reorganised with Juliette Saumande 
appointed reviews editor, and David Maybury assuming a new role as digital editor to better 
support the online specific elements. Patricia Kennon was designated Editor-in-Chief to oversee 
all aspects of the magazine in print and online. 
 
The Inis readership spans many varied interests and reader requirements – acting as an 
academic resource, a news hub and a broader entertainment publication as well as being the 
only dedicated source for regular reviews of Irish and Irish-language children’s authors, 
illustrators and publishers. As such the editorial requirements are broad and each print issue as 
well as ongoing online content must meet the needs of the expanding and wide-ranging 
readership.  
 
Current Subscribers (Print) 
Type Number 
Institutional  34 
Individual 181 
 
Users (Online)  
Type Number 
Visits (Monthly Average)  7500 
 
Inis is currently stocked by two major wholesalers in Ireland – Argosy and Eason Wholesale. The 
magazine is also sold at selected events and is available to purchase online on a per issue basis.  
 



CBI Annual Conference          
In 2012 CBI’s annual conference was staged in association with the National Library of Ireland on 
Kildare Street. The two-day programme took the title Weaving a Shared Story. Speakers and 
participants included Siobhán Parkinson, Niamh Sharkey, Alexis Deacon, Jutta Bauer, Éilís Ní 
Dhuibhne, Alan Early, Paula Leyden, Geraldine Meade, Denise Deegan, Debbie Thomas, Brian 
Gallagher, Nicola Pierce, Peadar O’Guilín, Sally Nicholls, Ed, Rebecca and Michael Emberley, 
Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick, Judi Curtin and the students from Trinity Comprehensive, Ballymun.  
Delegates numbered around 100 each day (not including CBI staff, board and other colleagues) 
and feedback was more mixed than in previous years with a great divergence in delegate’s 
feedback about the sessions they enjoyed most or least. Given the audience size the venue was 
also a little unsuitable and delegates were not always comfortable at break times.  
 
As part of CBI’s conference, the annual award in recognition of an outstanding contribution to 
children’s books was made. Following a call for nominations to CBI members, 11 individuals 
were nominated and the award was presented to Colmán Ó’Raghallaigh.  
 

CBI Book of the Year Awards 
 
The Children’s Book of the Year Awards is the most prestigious literary awards in Ireland. The 
award celebrated 22 years in 2012, the first year without a title sponsor. CBI committed to 
continuing the awards without a commercial sponsor and was fortunate to secure smaller levels 
of support from organisations and donors to enable the 2012 awards. 
  
In 2012 over seventy titles were submitted for consideration. The judges reviewed all the 
submissions using the four criteria: literary/artistic excellence, well conceived, structured and 
written or illustrated; respectful to the audience, appealing to children or young people without 
being patronizing; engages and entertains the sustained interest of its intended readers; and 
experience, offering its readers a stimulating and satisfying aesthetic, imaginative, intellectual 
or emotional experience that goes beyond the banal and the obvious, and develops or challenges 
the reader’s inner life, sense of self or understanding of and engagement with the world. 
 
The nine titles chosen for the shortlist using this criteria were A Greyhound of a Girl by Roddy 
Doyle, Bruised by Siobhán Parkinson, Into the Grey by Celine Kiernan, Matríósca by Siobhán 
Parkinson, My Dad is Ten Years Old: And it’s Pure Weird by Mark O’Sullivan, Ó Chrann go Crann by 
Caitríona Hastings and Andrew Whitson, The Butterfly Heart by Paula Leyden, Stuck by Oliver 
Jeffers and Will Gallows and the Snake Bellied Troll by Derek Keilty 
  
Each year CBI assembles a panel of judges who have considerable expertise and interest in books 
for children. The judging panel was chaired by Keith O’Sullivan, and included eight judges with a 
wide range of expertise- Amanda Piesse, Pádraic Whyte, Jennifer Carpenter, Sean O’Dubhchon, 
Juliette Saumande, Riona Nic Congail, Siobhán McNamara and Bruce Ingman. 
 
The Book of the Year Award and the Children’s Choice award went to Into the Grey by Celine 
Kiernan. The Eilís Dillon Award went to Paula Leyden for her book The Butterfly Heart. The other 
award winners were Siobhán Parkinson who won the Honour Award for Fiction for Matríosca and 
the Honour Award for Illustration went to Oliver Jeffers for Stuck. The judges’ special award was 
presented to Mark O’Sullivan.  
 

Awards Shadowing Scheme and Children’s Choice Award 
First piloted in 2005, the Shadowing Scheme has grown steadily in popularity over subsequent 
award cycles. The programme seeks to encourage young readers to engage with the shortlisted 
titles through a series of guided activities. Over sixty groups took part in 2012 with again a 
notable increase in the number of library junior book clubs signing up alongside the primary and 
secondary school groups who have traditionally been the focus of the scheme.  
 



Teachers and librarians registered with CBI during the first few months of the year. When the 
shortlist was officially announced in late March each group was sent a specially created activity 
pack that included reading guides, activities and worksheets for each of the ten nominated titles. 
Groups were given the choice to read those books that were best suited to their reading level, 
using the information in the packs as required. They were then asked to submit their favourite 
book choice to CBI before the official announcement was made in late May.  
 
In addition to the regular shadowing scheme CBI continued a Children’s Choice Award in 2012, 
which was selected by a panel of ten Junior Juries. These were made up of a mixture of school 
and library groups from around the country who had already significant experience of 
shadowing. Their final scores were submitted via a ballot sheet, similar to the one used by the 
official judges. Into the Grey won the Children’s Choice Award, the first time a book has won both 
the Children’s Choice award and the Book of the Year title. Several of the Junior Juries attended 
the prize-giving ceremony and made short presentations about each of the titles.  

Offset Conference 
CBI continued to partner with Offset, Dublin’s world-class creative conference at the Bord Gais 
Energy Theatre in 2012. CBI hosted children’s books illustration focussed panel discussion at the 
event as well as taking the opportunity to meet with other international speakers and delegates.  

World Book Day 
For the first time in 2012, CBI partnered with World Book Day Ireland (WBD) for a special large- 
scale event marking the day.  The event featuring authors and illustrators was used to secure 
media coverage for World Book Day. Links with WBD may be further formalised in 2013.  

Bologna Book Fair 
CBI had a small presence at Bologna Book Fair in Italy, the largest international book fair. Two 
members of CBI staff along with two Inis editors attended the fair, with the financial support of 
Culture Ireland. Bologna again proved to be an invaluable opportunity to meet with international 
colleagues and attend a diverse range of meetings and events.  

Mountains to Sea partnership 
CBI and Mountains to Sea jointly presented a seminar event for authors and illustrators as part of 
the festival in Dun Laoghaire. The event addressed the need for information about how to get 
published as an aspiring author and/or illustrator.   

National Literature Sector 
CBI continued to work with colleagues within the literature sector to advocate for a better  
understanding of the role and impact of the literary infrastructure in Ireland. Following up from 
an initial meeting hosted by The Irish Writers Centre, CBI is hosted an open meeting on August 
28th for everyone with an interest in literature with a view to aiding the development of a 
national literature strategy.  

Encountering the Arts Ireland (ETAI) 
CBI also maintained close links with colleagues within arts-in-education through Encountering 
The Arts an alliance of organisation committed to celebrating and nurturing arts in education 
practice for all children in Ireland. With the joint publication of the Arts In Education Charter by 
Minister for Education and Skills and Minister for Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht, ETAI continues to 
pay a vital role connecting organisations with similar missions and values and strengthening the 
arts-in-education sector.  
 

Partnerships  
 
CBI has a large number of active partnerships within Ireland. During 2012, CBI worked in 
partnership with the following: 
 



The Ark - A Cultural Centre for Children; Belfast Education and Library Board;  the Department of 
Education of Northern Ireland; Department of Education and Skills; Draíocht Centre for the Arts; 
Farmleigh Estate; Goethe-Institut; iBbY Ireland; Ireland Literature Exchange; Irish Copyright 
Licensing Agency; The Irish Times; Trinity College; Kids’ Own Publishing Partnership; Mercier 
Press; Mermaid Arts Centre; The National Library; The National Gallery; National Print Museum; 
National Youth Council of Ireland, National Association of Youth Drama; Department of Children 
and Youth Affairs; The O’Brien Press; Pavilion Theatre; Poetry Ireland; St. Patrick’s College; 
Storytellers of Ireland; Society of Children’s Books Writers and Illustrators Ireland.  
 
CBI also worked with the following library authorities: Dublin City Libraries, Meath County 
Libraries, Carlow County Libraries, Cavan County Libraries, Clare County Libraries, Cork City 
Libraries, Cork County Libraries, Donegal County Libraries, Dun Laoghaire/ Rathdown Libraries, 
Fingal Libraries, Galway County Libraries, Kerry County Libraries, Kildare County Libraries, 
Kilkenny County Libraries, Laois County Libraries, Leitrim County Libraries, Limerick City 
Libraries, Limerick County Libraries, Longford County Libraries, Louth County Libraries, Mayo 
County Libraries, Monaghan County Libraries, North East Education and Library Board, Offaly 
County Libraries, Roscommon County Libraries, South East Education and Library Board, Southern 
Education and Library Board, Sligo County Libraries, South Dublin Libraries, Tipperary County 
Libraries, Waterford City Libraries, Waterford County Libraries, Western Education and Library 
Board, Westmeath County Libraries, Wexford County Libraries and Wicklow County Libraries. 
 
Commercial partners included: Eason and Sons Ltd. and Dubray Books.  
 
International partners included: The Scottish Book Trust, Centre for the Child in Birmingham, 
Probiblo in Holland, HarperCollins Publishing, Walker Books and Random House Publishers. 
 



Finance             

CBI Income 2012 
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