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Introduction 
 
Children’s Books Ireland (CBI) is the national children’s books organisation of Ireland. This report 
records the development and activities of CBI between January and December 2014. 
 

Children’s Books Ireland’s vision and mission 
Vision 
Our vision is an Ireland in which books are a part of every child’s life and where meaningful 
engagement with books is supported by passionate and informed adults in families, schools, 
libraries and communities all across the country. 
 
Mission 
Our mission is to make books a part of every child's life. We champion and celebrate the 
importance of authors and illustrators and we work in partnership with the people and 
organisations who enhance children's lives through books. 
 

Governance and structures    
CBI is led by a board of directors which guides the organisation in policy development and 
implementation. Members of the Board in 2014 were Oisín McGann (Chairperson) (resigned May 
2014), Sarah Webb (vice-Chairperson), Irene Barber, Valerie Coghlan, Fergus Finlay (resigned 
May 2014), Conor Hackett (elected at AGM, May 2014), Kim Harte, Patricia Forde (co-opted 
October 2014), Vanessa Johnston (resigned May 2014), David Murphy and Steve Simpson 
(elected at AGM, May 2014). The Board met six times in total during 2014. At the CBI AGM, the 
Board presented the required reports for 2013. The programmes and activities of the 
organisation are carried out by CBI’s three core staff members along with CBI volunteers, interns 
and part-time staff. 
 

Staffing 
Core Staff 
Director – Elaina Ryan  
Publications and Communications Manager – Jenny Murray 
Programme and Events Manager – Aoife Murray  
 
Regular review and training was made available to all core staff and 25.5 days of training were 
undertaken. 
 
Additional team members  
Inis Reviews Editor – Síne Quinn (from April 2014) 
Inis Irish language editor – Siobhán McNamara (from April 2014) 
Laureate na nÓg Project Manager – Nessa O’Mahony 
 
Interns and Volunteers  
CBI is very fortunate to secure the support of a large range of interns and volunteers who work 
with the core team to deliver specific projects and assist with general duties. The input of CBI’s 
volunteers and interns is equivalent to one full-time staff member and is invaluable to the 
organisation.  
 

CBI membership            
CBI has an Irish and international membership base. Membership is open to individuals and 
organisations worldwide, and there were approximately 277 active members in 2013 (236 
individual and 41 institutional). In accordance with the memorandum and articles of association 
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of CBI an Annual General Meeting took place in May 2014. All members received notice in 
advance. Copies of CBI’s audited accounts for 2013 were also made available.  
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Strategic planning 
CBI’s published strategic plan for 2013–2015 sets out strategic aims for a defined period of two 
years. It defines six aims to guide and inform all the organisation’s activities throughout the 
year: 
 

1. Ensure books are part of every child’s life. 
2. Provide an all Ireland focus on children’s books. 
3. Support the children’s book community in Ireland. 
4. Celebrate Irish authors and illustrators. 
5. Develop live literature programming for young audiences. 
6. Bring more contemporary children’s books into the classroom. 

 

Activities and programme 2014   

Annual Reading Campaign and Recommended Reads 
In 2014, CBI repositioned the Children’s Book Festival as the Annual Reading Campaign. The 
month-long celebration of reading has evolved successfully over many years; however, various 
issues had arisen and the change was made in response to feedback from library partners and 
CBI staff. As part of the reading campaign, CBI continued to produce high-quality materials and 
to facilitate events with the very best Irish and international children’s writers, storytellers and 
illustrators in libraries, schools and bookshops across the country. Our aim is still for audiences to 
enjoy high quality events, and for authors and illustrators to meet young readers and gain 
valuable experience in live literature. The changes we have made this year were based on a 
number of weaknesses and issues we identified with the festival: 

1. Feedback from our active partners in libraries told us that a number of library authorities 
do not have the necessary resources to run events for children during October. In some 
cases, it may be preferable to pool resources with a local festival at another time of year 
and run events when an audience will already be present. CBI has offered programme 
support funding for festival events every year and has sometimes struggled to encourage 
applications from library partners – the lack of feedback from some authorities implied 
that staff were stretched and could not take on the programming of festival events. At a 
meeting with the Youth Library Group, our Programme and Events Manager learned that 
many librarians are too busy even to respond to email, and that space and personnel are 
at a premium even if funding were available to pay a visiting writer, storyteller or 
illustrator. 

2. Provision of high quality live literature events was no longer taking place nationwide and 
the spread of events was very uneven. Some library partners ran an extraordinary 
programme of events, supported by CBI’s materials and our up to date database of 
excellent artists who are available during October. Others ran events such as face-
painting which could not be deemed high-quality and were not related to books, and 
others still did not participate in the festival at all. The strength of the festival was in 
claiming that it was nationwide, and this was no longer the case.  

3. Beautifully illustrated materials (posters, bookmarks, stickers), showcasing an Irish 
illustrator every year, bore the name of the festival and the date, and thus were dated 
and no longer relevant after one month. CBI does not have generic materials to offer to 
schools or libraries who wish to run events or reading weeks throughout the year. This is 
a lost opportunity for CBI to get its brand into classrooms and libraries as well as a 
disservice to our members.   

The changes made to the reading campaign address these problems and allow those library 
authorities who do partake in the campaign to continue to do so, and retain all the positive, 
strong elements which were associated with the festival: 

1. An original illustration will still be commissioned each year from an Irish illustrator and 
will be showcased on high-quality materials. This year’s illustration was commissioned 
from Chris Haughton, and the slogan ‘Stories Are for Everyone / Is Linne Scéalta’ was 
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used alongside it for materials (posters, stickers and bookmarks) and for the cover of 
Recommended Reads. Small mixed packs of bookmarks, posters, stickers and 
Recommended Reads have been available by request to schools in past years, but in 2014 
we marketed them to a wider audience for the first time (as well as the usual large 
mixed packs and reading guide-only packs).  

2. Programme support funding was still available for events taking place in October 2014. 
From 2015 on, we aim to have programme support funding available throughout the year 
in order to best support library partners to deliver their programme at the most 
convenient time for them.  

3. Many events will still take place around Ireland during October, some of which are 
programmed direct by CBI – in 2014 Captain Underpants author Dav Pilkey spoke to 412 
children at Dublin’s Liberty Hall, Niamh Sharkey opened Pictiúr in Lismore Castle Arts 
with a Monster Doodle, CBI Book of the Year Award winner Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick was 
part of a Hallowe’en Extravaganza at the National Gallery of Ireland, debut author Louise 
O’Neill visited students at 4 girls’ secondary schools and talked about the issues raised in 
her book Only Ever Yours and Nigel McDowell explored folklore and fairytales (in 
partnership with Cinemagic in Belfast). Book Clinics ran in Dublin, Carlow and Longford. 
10 library authorities were successful in applying for CBI’s programme support funding in 
2014 for events including an event in Donegal with Aidan Courtney of Coimicí Gael, 
comic book workshops with artist Cliodhna Lyons in Cork and Leitrim and visits from UK 
authors Jeremy Strong and Tom Palmer to Meath and South Dublin respectively. 

4. CBI continues to seek publicity and to strongly promote the message that reading for 
pleasure is a life-enhancing, powerful, enjoyable experience. In 2014, coverage was 
secured in the Irish Independent Mothers and Babies section, Sunday Business Post Agenda 
Magazine, The Bookseller, Broadsheet.ie, TheJournal.ie, and on Today FM and RTÉ Jr.  

The reading campaign was supported by funding from the Irish Copyright Licensing Agency, 
Dublin UNESCO City of Literature and the Arts Council of Northern Ireland. Competitions remain 
an effective way of increasing awareness of the festival whilst involving a large number of 
young people in related creative activities. The continued partnership with The O’Brien Press for 
the Design-a-Cover Competition remains very strong, with a higher number of entries than ever 
before. CBI ran the Poster Competition again with several high quality entries.  
 
Again in 2014 librarians, teachers, authors, storytellers and illustrators were invited and 
encouraged to submit their own guest blog posts and images from events nationwide, which 
were supplemented with entries from the CBI team. The various CBF competitions were also 
available online for entrants and authorities to access. The blog gave a huge amount of scope for 
interactivity, which was supplemented by the CBI Twitter and Facebook accounts, both of which 
experienced a large amount of activity during festival time.  
 
Recommended Reads, a practical A5-sized booklet featuring the best books of the year in the Irish 
and English language, was produced to its usual standard of excellence to coincide with the 
reading campaign. Priority is given to including Irish titles (books that are Irish-published, or by 
an Irish author or illustrator) and these are tagged with a shamrock for easy identification within 
the guide. The age categories are broken down into clear sections: 0–2, 2–4, 5–8, 9–11,12–14, 
Young Adult, Poetry and Non-fiction. In 2014, almost 250 titles are reviewed in the guide’s 72 
pages, increased from 68 pages in 2013. A special round-up of fiction and non-fiction books about 
World War One was included in this edition. The guide also features a comprehensive list of all 
the Irish-published children’s books of the year. Jenny Murray was project manager of the 2014 
guide and sections were edited by Louise Gallagher, Claire Hennessy, Marian Keyes, Liz Morris, 
Nessa O’Mahony, Jennifer O’Sullivan, and Juliette Saumande.  
 
This year three types of pack were available for purchase to support schools, libraries and 
bookshops in their reading promotion campaigns. These were: 

• Recommended Reads pack – 100 copies of the guide, €65 
• Large mixed promo pack – 60 copies of the guide + 12 x A2 Posters, 288 stickers, 300 

bookmarks, €65 
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• Small mixed promo pack – 2 copies of the guide + 5 x A2 Posters, 240 stickers, 200 
bookmarks, €25 
 

These packs were designed with the varying needs of teachers and librarians in mind. The 
number of packs ordered was up on 2013 figures. In 2013 we sold out of Recommended Reads. 
The print run was increased in 2014 to meet rising demand, which was boosted by the Irish 
Copyright Licensing Agency’s order for 3,600 copies of Recommended Reads (at cost price) which 
were sent (free of charge to CBI) to every primary school in Ireland along with ICLA’s own 
mailout. Funding from the Arts Council of Northern Ireland allowed for distribution of 1500 
copies of Recommended Reads through our partners, Booktrust and Libraries NI. As a result of 
these extraordinary sources of funding, Recommended Reads reached a much broader audience 
than in previous years and increased the print run, bringing down the unit price per copy. The 
number of pages in the guide was increased this year in order to include more comprehensive 
information about CBI, our programmes and how to become a member. Unfortunately, we did 
not see a spike in membership commensurate with the increased availability of Recommended 
Reads.  
 
Bookshop orders remained relatively low and there is room for expansion here, especially in 
targeting those parents who would appreciate an independent Irish recommended reading guide 
available in bookstores. Recommended Reads is now available online – the print edition is 
published in October with the digital edition available from the following January. 
 
CBI continued to co-ordinate PR activities in-house. Most authorities were very comfortable and 
capable in handling their own local publicity, using a press release template provided by CBI. CBI 
concentrated efforts on securing national media, in the main national newspaper and magazine 
coverage, TV slots and radio interviews. 
 

Inis, the Children’s Books Ireland magazine        
In 1989, Children’s Books in Ireland Magazine was first published. Since that time Children’s Books 
in Ireland (the name was changed to Inis in 2002) has been the only publication in Ireland solely 
dedicated to children’s literature. Over 25 years, the magazine has become the most important 
record of the development of Irish children’s literature. It is the only source of regular review for 
Irish authors, illustrators and publishers and Irish-language texts and, as such, provides an 
important contribution to the promotion of Irish works for young audiences for both the national 
audience and the international market. The Inis readership spans many varied interests and 
reader requirements – acting as an academic resource, a news hub and a broader entertainment 
publication as well as being the only dedicated source for regular reviews of Irish and Irish-
language children’s authors, illustrators and publishers.  
 
Between 2010 and summer 2013, Inis magazine was published both in print (a full-colour, 96-
page edition twice yearly) and online. In late 2013, a full review of the magazine was 
undertaken, with Behaviour and Attitudes surveying members and non-members about their 
expectations of the magazine and examining the value of maintaining a print publication. A 
number of members made submissions to CBI in favour of a print publication, and in combination 
with the Behaviour and Attitudes research and a thorough examination of the budget, a decision 
was made to continue to publish Inis in print but to fundamentally change a number of aspects of 
the magazine in order for it to be the most valuable resource possible for members.  
 
Inis has refocused as a magazine for CBI members, and its features look outwards to the wider 
world of children’s books in Ireland and internationally, as well as recognising and highlighting 
CBI’s projects and activities. Within its 32 pages, it continues to have an extensive reviews 
section, covering books for babies up to older teenagers. The role of ‘features editor’ was taken 
over by the CBI executive, which has responsibility for commissioning content for print and 
online, while the roles of reviews editor and Irish language editor remained in place, with Síne 
Quinn and Siobhán McNamara respectively assuming these roles from April 1 2014.  
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The CBI board reviewed the existing policy document relating to Inis magazine and a new policy 
was published. The masthead, design, paper and extent of the magazine were all reviewed and 
updated. In May 2014, the first issue of the reimagined Inis magazine was launched at CBI’s 
annual conference. A second issue appeared in November. From 2015 onwards, Inis will be 
published three times a year, in January, April and July, with CBI’s fourth publication, the Inis 
Reading Guide (formerly Recommended Reads) appearing in October. The Inis website, 
inismagazine.ie, is no longer being updated or developed; its design was visually appealing in 
many ways but it was impossible for anyone without specialised web design training to use. As 
part of a larger CBI website redesign, Inis magazine will now be hosted on 
childrensbooksireland.ie, with original content and reviews appearing regularly, bringing the 
magazine back into the online framework of the organisation.  
 

CBI Annual Conference          
In 2014 CBI’s annual conference was held at Light House Cinema in Smithfield for the second 
year running. The venue is ideal for the purpose of the conference: the large rooms allow for 
more delegates to attend and there is ample space for breaks, signings, drinks reception and the 
bookshop. The two-day programme took the title The F Word: Failure. Speakers and participants 
included David Roberts, David Mackintosh, Leslie Patricelli, Elizabeth Wein, Patricia Forde and 
Brian Conaghan. Laura Dockrill was scheduled as a guest but cancelled at short notice and was 
replaced by picturebook maker Rachel Bright, who was in Dublin for the Dublin Writers Festival. 
The topic of failure was a particularly popular one with delegates and speakers alike; feedback 
was exceptionally positive, with delegates commenting that the friendly professional 
atmosphere made for a most enjoyable event, and that the line-up of speakers and their 
commitment to the theme of this year’s conference made for very strong presentations. 
Sponsorship was secured from Walker Books, which provided the delegate bags and sponsored 
the tea and coffee breaks in the theme of Chris Haughton’s Shh! We Have a Plan which also 
featured on the front cover of Inis magazine for May 2015. The O’Brien Press sponsored the wine 
reception to celebrate the launch of Nicola Pierce’s novel City of Fate. As always, publishers were 
supportive in contributing to costs of bringing their authors to Dublin and facilitating their 
participation in the conference, particularly HarperCollins, which connected CBI to Rachel Bright 
at short notice, and Little Island, which hosted Kirsten Reinhardt from Germany.  
 
As part of CBI’s conference, the annual CBI award in recognition of an outstanding contribution to 
children’s books was made. Following a call for nominations to CBI members, the award was 
presented to Jane O’Hanlon, education officer at Poetry Ireland, whose citation was given by 
former CBI Director Mags Walsh.  
 

CBI Book of the Year Awards 
The CBI Book of the Year Awards are the most prestigious awards for children’s and young adult 
books in Ireland. The awards celebrated 24 years in 2014, the third year without a title sponsor. 
CBI has managed to continue the awards without a commercial sponsor but will continue to seek 
a suitable partner for future years. 
 
In late 2013, over eighty titles were submitted for consideration. The judges reviewed all the 
submissions using the four criteria:  

1. Literary/artistic excellence, well conceived, structured and written or illustrated;  
2. Respectful to the audience, appealing to children or young people without being 

patronising;  
3. Engages and entertains the sustained interest of its intended readers; and  
4. Experience, offering its readers a stimulating and satisfying aesthetic, imaginative, 

intellectual or emotional experience that goes beyond the banal and the obvious, and 
develops or challenges the reader’s inner life, sense of self or understanding of and 
engagement with the world. 

  
Each year CBI assembles a panel of judges who have considerable expertise and interest in books 
for children. The judging panel was chaired by Pádraic Whyte and included seven judges with a 
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wide range of expertise: Seán Ó Dubhchon, Ruaidhrí Ó’Báille, Peadar Ó Guilín, Leesha McKenzie 
(young judge, Trinity Comprehensive School, Ballymun), Paddy O’Doherty, Aideen Lynch and Dr 
Julie Anne Stevens. Unfortunately our young judge had to leave the judging panel halfway 
through the cycle due to other commitments which had become unmanageable alongside the 
reading demands for the awards.  
 
Winners: 
CBI Book of Year Award: Hagwitch by Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick (Orion) 
Honour Award for Fiction: Hagwitch by Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick (Orion) 
Honour Award for Illustration: Mysterious Traveller, illustrated by P.J. Lynch (written by Mal Peet 
and Elspeth Graham) (Walker Books) 
Judges’ Special Award: The Sleeping Baobab Tree by Paula Leyden (Walker Books) 
Children’s Choice Award: The Day the Crayons Quit, illustrated by Oliver Jeffers (written by Drew 
Daywalt) (HarperCollins) 
 
Also shortlisted: 
Too Many Ponies by Sheena Wilkinson (Little Island) 
Skulduggery Pleasant: Last Stand of Dead Men by Derek Landy (HarperCollins) 
Heart-Shaped by Siobhán Parkinson (Hachette) 
W.A.R.P Book 1: The Reluctant Assassin by Eoin Colfer (Penguin) 
 
The Eilís Dillon award for a first book was not awarded, as no eligible book was on the shortlist. 
There was also a notable absence of Irish language books on the shortlist.  
 
In May 2014, the awards ceremony was held at the Irish Film Institute for the first time, with all 
eight of the shortlisted authors and illustrators present. Guest speaker Emily Logan, Ombudsman 
for Children, presented the awards, which were announced by the chair of the judging panel, Dr 
Pádraic Whyte of Trinity College Dublin. 
 
Awards Shadowing Scheme and Children’s Choice Award 
First piloted in 2005, the Shadowing Scheme has grown steadily in popularity over subsequent 
award cycles. When the shortlist for the awards is announced, young readers in schools, libraries 
and communities across Ireland are encouraged to meet and discuss the shortlisted titles. They 
follow the same scoring process as the judges and their votes decide the winner of the Children’s 
Choice Award.  
 
Teachers and librarians registered with CBI during the first few months of the year. When the 
shortlist was officially announced in March each group was sent a specially created activity pack 
that included reading guides, activities and worksheets for each of the nominated titles. Groups 
were given the choice to read those books that were best suited to their reading level, using the 
information in the packs as required. After engaging in debate, discussion, role play and other 
creative ways of connecting with the books, the shadowers submitted their final scores to CBI 
before the official announcement was made in May.  
 
This year, for the first time, all shadowing groups were invited to become Junior Juries, rather 
than maintaining the original divide of shadowers (who read the books but whose vote did not 
count towards the Children’s Choice Award) and Junior Juries (who read the books and scored 
them with the help of an experienced facilitator). The shadowing scheme has developed over the 
past ten years and not only are the group leaders more experienced and more confident in 
leading their shadowers, the resource and support materials have evolved and are of an 
excellent standard even for first-time shadowing groups. Shadowers were made up of a mixture 
of school and library groups from around the country. Their final scores were submitted via a 
ballot sheet, similar to the one used by the official judges. The selection of a picturebook as the 
Children’s Choice Award winner speaks to the critical abilities of the shadowing groups, the 
overall age range of which is considerably higher than the intended audience of The Day the 
Crayons Quit. This implies that, rather than choosing their favourite book, the groups were able 
to discern that a book had merit and was of an excellent standard even if it was not one that 
they would have read otherwise. 
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Several of the Junior Juries attended the prize-giving ceremony and presented the Children’s 
Choice Award. This year, for the first time, a short film was made with a number of shadowing 
groups and was screened as part of the ceremony. Young readers presented the books they 
enjoyed and talked about the process of being involved with the shadowing scheme. Feedback on 
this way of involving the shadowing groups was extremely positive, with the video being 
deemed more suitable than live presentations on each of the shortlisted books.  
 

CBI Book Clinics 
CBI continued to run hugely successful Book Clinics in 2014, many of them funded by Dublin 
UNESCO City of Literature or through festivals’ own budgets. These informal events in public 
spaces encourage children and their families to meet with book experts in a relaxed setting. 
‘Book Doctors’ chat to children and families about their interests and reading preferences and 
then ‘prescribe’ books based on this information. The Book Doctors are supported by other team 
members.  
 
Book Clinics took place at: 

• Irish Museum of Modern Art 
• St Patrick’s Festival in Merrion Square, Dublin 
• The Ark, Temple Bar as part of Dublin Writers Festival 
• Listowel Writers’ Week, County Kerry 
• Fairgreen Shopping Centre, Carlow (in partnership with Carlow Libraries) 
• Aisling Festival, Longford 
• West Cork Literary Festival, Bantry 
• Wild Words Children’s Literature Festival, Carrick on Shannon, County Leitrim 
• Irish Writers Centre for Culture Night 
• Riverbank Arts Centre in Newbridge, County Kildare  
• Dublin Book Festival at Smock Alley Theatre 
• Bloom, Phoenix Park, Dublin 
• Dublin’s Christmas Market, St Stephen’s Green, Dublin 

 
Bloom in Dublin’s Phoenix Park took place over five days and has a total footfall of over 110,500 
people, and Dublin’s Christmas Market on St Stephen’s Green took place over four days and 
attracted a large audience of Christmas shoppers who were very glad to get recommendations 
for books (particularly those as Gaeilge and by Irish authors and illustrators) to buy for their 
family and friends. These large events at the beginning of summer and close to Christmas are 
well timed for CBI to meet children and parents who need advice about reading during the 
holidays. They also allow us to reach a new audience – families from all over the country 
travelled to Bloom, many of them never having heard of CBI; this was an excellent opportunity 
to familiarise parents and grandparents with the organisation. Occasional Twitter Book Clinics 
were also held throughout the year with the aim of making recommendations to adults who 
wanted to buy books for children. The clinics will be further expanded in 2015 with the addition 
of the Doodle Doctors, a team of professional illustrators who are members of Illustrators 
Ireland and who will man a drop-in Monster Doodle in the clinic’s waiting room for young 
patients. Funding from the Arts Council and Arts Council of Northern Ireland will allow for the 
commissioning, design and print of a dedicated Book Passport for young patients, and will 
broaden the reach of the clinic to venues all over Ireland. 
 

Laureate na nÓg  
During 2014, the Laureate na nÓg project continued to be a vital initiative to support the role of 
children’s books in our cultural lives. Laureate na nÓg is an initiative of the Arts Council with the 
support of the Department for Children and Youth Affairs, Children's Books Ireland, Poetry Ireland 
and The Arts Council of Northern Ireland. CBI is the project manager for Laureate na nÓg and all 
aspects of the day-to-day running of the initiative are handled by CBI.  
 
Niamh Sharkey, Laureate na nÓg 2012–2014 
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Following her inauguration in May 2012, Niamh Sharkey identified four priorities for her term:  

• Universal access for babies to books via a national book gifting scheme  
• A spotlight on Irish illustrators, bringing illustration to new public audiences in traditional 

and innovative ways through events, exhibitions and partnerships 
• Raising Irish children’s books illustration’s profile internationally  
• Other events or projects that have a general focus on books and reading within families 

and communities and which encourage creativity via doodling and drawing 

In 2014, Pictiúr, a touring exhibition of the works of 21 Irish illustrators, curated by Niamh 
Sharkey as Laureate, started the year at the Irish Museum of Modern Art in Dublin, where it was 
seen by over 45,000 visitors. Pictiúr had spent 2013 touring Europe, taking in Bologna, Vienna 
and the European Parliament in Brussels before embarking on an Irish tour, to include Galway 
Arts Centre, Draíocht in Blanchardstown and IMMA. According to Helen O’Donoghue, IMMA’s 
head of education and outreach, Pictiúr was by far the most popular exhibition for families and 
children held there. Pictiúr continued to tour in 2014, to Parliament Buildings at Stormont, 
Belfast, where it was opened by the Northern Ireland Minister for Culture, Arts and Leisure, Carál 
Ní Chuilín, and was supported by funding and media assistance from the Arts Council of 
Northern Ireland. Workshops for schools were led by illustrators Paul Howard and Oisín McGann, 
and a talk on picturebooks by Dr Valerie Coghlan attracted a full audience including student 
teachers, academics, illustrators and secondary school students. Satellite workshops were held at 
the Office of Important Art during the Belfast Children’s Festival in partnership with Young at Art 
and facilitated by Paul Howard and Andrew Whitson. A further ‘Laureates in Conversation’ event 
was held in partnership with Booktrust at Stormont shortly after the exhibition closed, featuring 
Niamh and UK Children’s Laureate Malorie Blackman in conversation with Marie-Louise Muir of 
BBC Arts Extra, and opened by the Minister for Education, John O’Dowd. This event continued and 
strengthened the link between international Laureates which was established during Siobhán 
Parkinson’s term as Laureate na nÓg and helped to bring Laureate na nÓg to an all-island 
audience. 
 
Pictiúr then moved to the Glór Arts Centre in Ennis, County Clare, followerd by Lismore Castle 
Arts Centre, in County Waterford and Linenhall Arts Centre in Castlebar, County Mayo. Niamh 
was available to launch the exhibition in Lismore, facilitating a Monster Doodle with local 
children. Pictiúr completed its European and Irish tour at the new dlr LexIcon library in Dún 
Laoghaire, Dublin. Some 52,000 children saw the exhibition at the library alone, where it was 
supported by workshops and a family day. 
 
In April, Niamh organised and launched another exhibition of Irish illustration at Illustration 
Cupboard in London. Members of Illustrators Ireland were featured in the exhibition, with their 
work displayed and available for sale at this prominent London gallery. 
 
One of Niamh Sharkey’s aims as Laureate na nÓg aligned with CBI’s strategic aim of making 
books a part of every child’s life through establishing a national book gifting scheme for all 
babies born in Ireland. A steering group was established and a number of meetings were held 
throughout 2013 and 2014, culminating in a proposal for such a scheme being submitted to the 
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in February 2014. A very positive and productive meeting 
was held between the Minister, Laureate na nÓg, Department representatives and CBI/Laureate 
representatives, but ultimately the Department’s decision was not to fund a universal book 
gifting scheme, based on lack of evidence from the government’s own unevaluated and 
discontinued book gifting scheme, as well as the Department’s priority to address areas of 
proven need rather than providing universal supports as a preventative measure. DCYA’s views 
were echoed by the Department of Education. However, DCYA stressed its desire to continue 
working with the Laureate in areas of mutual interest, for example increasing access to 
children’s books among socially deprived children. 
 
Separately, Niamh Sharkey worked with colleagues in Brown Bag Films to devise a book-gifting 
scheme for local schools, with the first donation being made to Rutland National School in 
Dublin’s north inner city. The scheme launched in April 2014 to coincide with International 
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Children’s Book Day, which is sponsored this year by iBbY (International Board on Books for 
Young People) Ireland and for which Niamh illustrated a poster which was sent to iBbY sections 
all over the world. Bookbag was a huge success, and was shortlisted for the Business to Arts 
Awards in the Creativity in the Community category. It went on to win the €5,000 DAA Business 
to Arts Award, which will allow the project to continue for a further year, and which will 
augment the funding already committed by Brown Bag Films for the next three years. 
  
Overall, Niamh took part in 39 events during her two-year term. 
 
Eoin Colfer, Laureate na nÓg 2014–2016 
 
In late 2013, a nomination campaign invited the public, especially children and young people, to 
submit their choice of authors and illustrators for Laureate na nÓg. After a process of shortlisting 
by the Laureate partners and selection by an independent committee, novelist Eoin Colfer 
became the third Laureate na nÓg on 8th May 2014. Eoin is a best-selling novelist and author of 
more than 26 titles, including the Artemis Fowl series. 
 
At the start of his term as Laureate, Eoin identified bringing stories to children all over Ireland as 
his priority, reaching places that might not normally be prioritised due to their remoteness or 
social demographic. This was the origin of Once Upon A Place, a two-year story tour aimed at 
bringing stories to children all over Ireland, reaching remote or disadvantaged places e.g. schools 
that are not part of a writers in schools scheme, remote communities that may not have had a 
visiting writer or storyteller before, or youth/reading groups who don’t have funding to access 
visiting artists. The programme also focuses on fantastic places: extraordinary settings in which 
to stage, either himself or with a carefully chosen team of authors and storytellers, a very 
special and memorable storytelling event that would spark children’s imaginations and bring the 
magic of story and of books to young people in an experiential way.  
 
In June 2014, an invitation was issued for organisations and individuals who wanted to 
participate in Once Upon A Place to make proposals to Eoin Colfer and the project team. More 
than 60 proposals were received, and Eoin selected 16 of these to take forward and develop over 
the course of his two-year term. The following projects were completed in 2014: 
 

• Magherafelt, Derry – On Home Ground (12 September 2014) 
As part of the second On Home Ground festival at Laurel Villa, honouring Seamus 
Heaney, Eoin told stories to a mixed group of local schoolchildren and took part in a 
conversation with Oliver Jeffers, which was moderated by Marie-Louise Muir and 
recorded by BBC NI. 

• Hook Head and Loftus Hall, Wexford (10 October 2014) 
Eoin Colfer, P.J. Lynch and Gráinne Clear told stories to children from three County 
Wexford primary schools at Hook Head and Loftus Hall. In partnership with the Wexford 
County Arts Office.  

• St. Feichin’s National School, Cross, County Mayo (24 October 2014) 
St. Feichin’s is a small school on the shores of Lough Corrib, who have never had an 
author visit. Laureate na nÓg brought Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick and Michael Emberley to 
the school, where they did an hour-long storytelling session for the students. 

• Aughawillan National School, Lough Garadice, County Leitrim (1 December) 
Aughawillan National School is a 25-pupil primary school in a remote area of County 
Leitrim. Laureate na nÓg brought comedian and children’s book writer David O’Doherty 
to do a storytelling session followed by a signing of books provided to each student as 
part of the visit. 

• Presentation Primary School, Waterford (2 December) 
The school is a large DEIS 2 city-centre school with over 400 students. Laureate na nÓg 
brought four storytellers – David Donohue, Anne Farrell, Erika McGann and Geraldine 
Meade – and over 8 sessions they told stories to every student in the school. 

 
Further events will take place through 2015 and into the first half of 2016, taking in a mass rock 
in Kerry, a steam train through Fingal in Dublin, a halting site in Kilkenny and a tour of the 
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Donegal islands. A book, entitled Once Upon a Place, with stories and poems from some of 
Ireland’s finest writers, compiled by Eoin as Laureate na nÓg and illustrated by P.J. Lynch, will be 
published in October 2015 with Little Island. 
 
 
Bringing to Book with CICE 
Bringing to Book is a three-year project within Church of Ireland College of Education (CICE) in 
association with CBI and funded by The Arts Council as part of a series of artist residencies 
within Higher Education Institutions. The project seeks to embed knowledge of and passion for 
children’s literature within all aspects of teacher education in the College. Bringing to Book 
believes that classrooms rich in books and book experiences begin with teachers who are 
informed and enthusiastic about children’s literature. Sheena Wilkinson was appointed Writer-in-
Residence in CICE in July 2013 and ended her term in May 2014. With the support of Poetry 
Ireland, Sheena connected with Kildare Place School as well as running workshops, activities, 
book clubs, lectures and guest lectures with the CICE students.  
 
Alan Nolan was appointed as Illustrator-in-Residence for the academic year 2014/15. Alan 
engaged with the many different individuals and groups within the college. Alan effectively used 
the dedicated workspace within CICE throughout 2014, and it supported not only his own creative 
endeavours but also his work within CICE. Alan was in regular timetabled contact with students, 
staff and alumni within CICE and delivered a number of short, practical workshops to CICE 
students based on encouraging children’s comprehension of prose and development of characters 
and plots. 
 
Alan’s weekly blog, http://www.onebookeveryweek.com/, brought a new, digital dimension to 
the project, and his residency Facebook page proved extremely popular. Alan’s main project, the 
publication of 31 of the students’ favourite songs, reinterpreted in comic-book style, is a clear 
example of the creative and exciting ways in which he shared his enthusiasm for and knowledge 
of children’s with those he worked with; this project will culminate in a special launch event in 
2015.  
 

Bologna Children’s Book Fair 
CBI attended the Bologna Children’s Book Fair in Italy, the largest international trade fair 
dedicated to children’s books. All three members of CBI core staff attended the fair, with the 
financial support of Culture Ireland. Bologna again proved to be an invaluable opportunity to 
meet with international colleagues and attend a diverse range of meetings and events. A small 
Irish stand was pulled together at a late stage on behalf of Irish publishers, who funded the stand 
space from their own resources. This enabled The O’Brien Press, Little Island, An Gúm and Futa 
Fata to be grouped together. The stand was not ideal: the space itself was small and the unusual 
shape meant that some books were not visible or easily accessible from the aisle. A successful 
reception was sponsored by the Irish Embassy in Rome and was attended by the Deputy Head of 
Mission, Eóin Duggan. The reception drew many influential international colleagues to the 
Ireland stand and provided an excellent networking opportunity. A delegation of Irish animators 
also attended with the support of Enterprise Ireland.  
 
CBI met with Culture Ireland after the fair to discuss increased support for a coherent Ireland 
stand in Bologna in 2015, when plans are in place for the second International Laureates Summit. 
Testimonials on the importance of the fair to Irish authors, illustrators and publishers and to the 
international Laureates network were gathered and presented to Culture Ireland, and contact has 
been made with Irish Design 2015, Enterprise Ireland and the Irish Embassy in Rome in order to 
seek support. 
 

Website 
The CBI website was completely redesigned in 2014, including a new section for all Inis magazine 
content; a sleek events listing section; a media centre incorporating the blog, press releases, 
videos and logos; and a new ecommerce facility through which membership, resource materials 
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and entry to events can be purchased. We will be expanding the online resources section for 
members and adding information on topics such as choosing a class novel, lists of books for 
children with specific learning difficulties, getting published, advice about reading promotion in 
schools, information about funding and grants for authors and illustrators etc. This section of the 
site will be launched in 2015. 
 

 

Professional development  
One of CBI’s strategic aims is to develop live literature programming for young audiences, which 
is partly achieved through providing professional development and training to authors, 
illustrators and storytellers to enable them to participate in high quality events.  
 
We are often the first port of call for those seeking information about publishing children’s books, 
promoting and marketing their books, contacting authors and programming events etc, and we 
spend a good deal of time advising people on a one-to-one basis, based on their needs. Often, if 
we don’t provide a service that is needed, we can direct people to our partner organisations: the 
Irish Writers Centre provides excellent support in many areas of creative practice and practical 
matters, including financial management, tax affairs, beginning writing for young people, 
promotion and social media etc. They also run a mentoring/manuscript assessment service. CBI 
promotes all relevant supports to its constituent members and we partner with the IWC to 
deliver professional development events that are specific to writers for children and young 
people. In January 2014, a ‘Mindshift’ event was held which focused on publicity, approaching 
venues and festivals, running successful events and building your brand as an author or 
illustrator. Speakers on the day included Jane O’Hanlon of Poetry Ireland, illustrator Steve 
Simpson, Linda Geraghty of Riverbank Arts Centre, author Sheena Wilkinson, illustrator and 
author Alan Nolan and freelance publicist Mary Byrne. We also run occasional events in 
partnership with festivals which generally focus on getting published. 
 
In 2014, CBI researched the needs of authors at various stages of their careers as well as 
provision in other countries. We worked with Illustrators Ireland to ascertain how best to support 
those illustrators whose interest lies in children’s books. As part of WORDS Ireland, CBI has been 
involved in planning a coherent suite of professional development services aimed at all levels of 
writer and illustrator and will be involved in the promotion and delivery of same. We will 
monitor and evaluate the success of and recurring need for particular kinds of training and will 
continue to develop our programme in relation to this.  
 

Encountering the Arts Ireland (ETAI) 
CBI maintained close links with colleagues within arts-in-education through Encountering The 
Arts Ireland, an alliance of organisations committed to celebrating and nurturing arts in 
education practice for all children in Ireland. ETAI continues to pay a vital role connecting 
organisations with similar missions and values and strengthening the arts-in-education sector. 
The organisation is working towards incorporation as a company, and is developing a year-long 
continuing professional development programme between paired teachers and artists all over 
Ireland.  
 

Words Ireland 
In late 2013, a number of resource organisations within the literature sector began initial 
conversations to discuss ways in which we could work together strategically. The group met 
twice in February and March 2014, prior to being invited to the Arts Council meeting on March 
31st to hear the outcomes of the Literature Sector Review undertaken in 2013. The organisations 
involved are: Children’s Books Ireland, Ireland Literature Exchange, Irish Writers’ Centre, Munster 
Literature Centre, Poetry Ireland, Publishing Ireland and The Stinging Fly. It is a key principle that 
the operations and delivery of Words Ireland activities do not serve to overburden or diminish 
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any of the cohort organisations in their own programmes but will act to enrich them and the 
sector as a whole. 
 
The review identified gaps and duplication in current provision and recommended a more 
coherent approach be adopted in the key areas of Professional Development, Public Resources 
and Connecting the Community of Practice under the banner of a Literature Resource Service. 
These outcomes provided us with a template from which to begin envisioning a 3-year plan for 
the group and to prioritise actions of relevance to the literature sector. Words Ireland put 
together a proposal for funding on the invitation of the Arts Council, to include a number of 
professional development initiatives and the development of a Words Ireland website on which 
to host factsheets and information, as well as a review of the effectiveness of the group and its 
activities. This was approved in late 2014, and the group will continue to work together through 
2015 in order to realise this programme. Poetry Ireland is acting as lead administrative 
organisation for the Arts Council financial year.  
 

Partnerships  
 
CBI has a large number of active partnerships within Ireland. During 2014, CBI worked in 
partnership with the following: 
 
The Ark – a Cultural Centre for Children; Baboró International Arts Festival for Children; Ballymun 
Book Exchange; Belfast Education and Library Board; Books Ireland; Books4Babies Ireland; 
Booktrust; Bord Bia; Brown Bag Films; The Chester Beatty Library; Church of Ireland College of 
Education; Cinemagic; DogEars; Dublin UNESCO City of Literature; Early Childhood Ireland; 
Eason; Fingal County Arts Office; Fire Design/Copperhouse Gallery; glór; The Gutter Bookshop; 
Hodges Figgis; iBbY Ireland; Illustrators Ireland; Imaginosity; Irish Film Institute; Ireland 
Literature Exchange; Irish Copyright Licensing Agency; Irish Museum of Modern Art; Irish Writers’ 
Centre; Kumon Educational; Light House Cinema; Little Island; Munster Literature Centre; The 
National Library; The National Gallery; National Museum of Ireland; Department of Children and 
Youth Affairs; St Michael’s House; The O’Brien Press; OFFSET; Poetry Ireland; Publishing Ireland; 
Riverbank Arts Centre; The Stinging Fly; Trinity College, Dublin; World Book Day; Young at Art.  
 
CBI also worked with the following library authorities: Libraries NI; Dublin City Libraries, Meath 
County Libraries, Carlow County Libraries, Cavan County Libraries, Clare County Libraries, Cork 
City Libraries, Cork County Libraries, Donegal County Libraries, Dun Laoghaire/ Rathdown 
Libraries, Fingal County Libraries, Galway County Libraries, Kerry County Libraries, Kildare 
County Libraries, Kilkenny County Libraries, Laois County Libraries, Leitrim County Libraries, 
Limerick City Libraries, Limerick County Libraries, Longford County Libraries, Louth County 
Libraries, Mayo County Libraries, Monaghan County Libraries, North East Education and Library 
Board, Offaly County Libraries, Roscommon County Libraries, South East Education and Library 
Board, Southern Education and Library Board, Sligo County Libraries, South Dublin Libraries, 
Tipperary County Libraries, Waterford City Libraries, Waterford County Libraries, Western 
Education and Library Board, Westmeath County Libraries, Wexford County Libraries and 
Wicklow County Libraries. 
 
International partners included: The Australian Children’s Laureate, HarperCollins, Scottish 
Booktrust, The Waterstones UK Children’s Laureate. 
 

Festivals 
CBI maintains excellent relationships with a number of festivals around the country including 
Humdinger!, Belfast Children’s Festival, Listowel Writers Week, West Cork Literary Festival, 
Cúirt International Literature Festival and Wild Words Children’s Literature Festival in Carrick on 
Shannon. In Dublin, partnerships continue with Mountains to Sea, where we held a panel entitled 
‘How Far is Too Far in YA Fiction?’ featuring David O’Callaghan of Eason, YA debut author Louise 
O’Neill, YA author Sheena Wilkinson and a student from Newpark Comprehensive school. The 
session was chaired by Elaina Ryan. Partnerships also continue with the Dublin Book Festival and 
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the St Patrick’s Festival. A particularly strong link was formed between the Dublin Writers 
Festival, CBI and Laureate na nÓg for the Get Drawn In programme in 2013, and this relationship 
continued in 2014. Chris Judge was guest curator of the families programme, and CBI facilitated 
a number of events around the Dublin Story Bird, including feathering the bird with stories and 
building a city of stories for her. The story bird will be given to a permanent school home in 
2015. CBI also co-programmed and chaired Making Stories, Creating Space, a seminar for 
programmers of children’s events featuring Kate Edwards of Seven Stories (UK National Centre 
for Children’s Books), Eina McHugh, Director of The Ark, and Helena Gomér, Chief Children’s 
Librarian at Rum för Barn and Tio Tretton, part of Stockholm’s Culture House, Kulterhuset 
Stadsteatern. 
 
CBI supports the development of new festivals such as Bualadh Bos in Limerick and the Howth 
Midsummer Festival. 
 
Bloom in the Park 
In 2014 CBI took a stand at the Bloom in the Park festival, Ireland’s leading horticulture and food 
festival which takes place each year over the June Bank Holiday. Bloom, which is organised by 
Bord Bia, is now in its 9th year and offered a marquee space to CBI free of charge. Over the five 
days of the festival, the book doctor met with families and children, and CBI took the opportunity 
to disseminate flyers about the organisation, copies of Recommended Reads and bookmarks and 
stickers. The CBI Book of the Year Award-winning books were displayed alongside a selection of 
books by Laureate na nÓg Eoin Colfer, and the Dublin Story Bird, created for the Dublin Writers 
Festival, was used to encourage young visitors to write or illustrate stories. The festival was 
very successful in exposing CBI to a new untapped audience; however, sales of Inis and of 
membership were entirely unsuccessful. 
 
Dublin’s Christmas Market 
CBI also took a stand for a week (at a reduced rate) at Dublin’s Christmas Market in December 
2014. Again, a new audience was reached and the opportunity was taken to distribute 
Recommended Reads, bookmarks, posters, flyers and a lucky dip of books (provided by Eason). 
The book doctors were available to make recommendations to parents and grandparents during 
designated slots, but the wooden huts at the market weren’t ideal for this kind of interaction; 
rather, the CBI and book doctor teams recommended books on demand and provided information 
about CBI. In contrast with most other stands, which were selling food and gifts, people were 
very receptive to CBI’s stand which was offering valuable information and free resources. CBI 
was very grateful to the volunteers who helped us to staff the hut in shifts during a very cold 
week, from book doctors to interns and board members.


