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FREE TO BE ME is a project that celebrates 
diversity, representation and inclusion in books 
for children and young people aged 0–18, to 
ensure equity and visibility, so that all children 
can see themselves ref lected and celebrated 
in the books they read and in the stories and 
images they hear and see and are offered 
equality of participation in all aspects of their 
cultural lives. In this guide you will f ind nearly 
370 carefully selected books broken down by 
age, and each with a ‘read also’, a suggestion of 
another excellent title to read. At the back of 
this guide, titles are indexed under themes or 
tags that align to the Equal Status Acts 2000–
2018 or protected characteristics of equality 
legislation set out by the Irish Human Rights and 
Equality Commission. Titles are indexed under 
Fiction, Non-f iction and Poetry, and further 
indexed by tags including: Disability, Diversity, 
Families, Gender, Irish Language, Membership 
of the Traveller Community, Mental Health, 
Neurodiversity, Race and Ethnicity, Reading 
Challenges, Refugee Status, Religion, Sexual 
Orientation and Socio-Economic Status.

The over-arching criteria for inclusion is 
‘excellence’: we take our role as curators of 
quality literature very seriously and believe 
all children deserve to experience books 
that ref lect their realities and give them 
the opportunity to broaden their world to 
experience realities beyond their own, to provide 
a sense of ownership and belonging across a 
diversity of identities and to stoke a sense of 
solidarity. 
We hope that this collection of truly excellent 
books helps to facilitate conversations and 
develop young people’s values, attitudes and 
knowledge, better equipping them to fully 
participate in and help to mould and build 
a more equitable society, ensuring that all 
children and their families feel welcomed, 
valued, celebrated and respected. We want 
to support and encourage the potential of all 
children and young people in Ireland to learn 
about and better understand the richness 
and beauty of difference, and to know and 
understand their responsibility to protect each 
other’s right to be different and to live free from 
discrimination.
Every child has the right to be free to be 
themselves.

About This Guide/Eolas Faoin Treoir Seo
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Don iliomad páistí ar fud an domhain, is cuid 
an-tábhachtach den teacht i méadaíocht í 
an léitheoireacht. Go minic, is trí leabhair ar 
dtús a fhaigheann muid amach faoin domhan i 
gcoitinne. Tugann siad deis dúinn eolas a fháil 
faoi dhaoine agus áiteanna éagsúla, agus tuilleadh 
a fhoghlaim faoi eispéiris daoine eile. 
I mo chás-sa, ba chuid ollmhór de mo shaol í an 
léitheoireacht – ba é leabhar nua an bronntanas 
is fearr dá bhféadfainn a fháil, gan dabht. 
Thug mo sheanathair leabhar de chuid Tom 
McCaughren dom, Run with the Wind, ar scéal 
é faoi theaghlach de mhadraí rua, rud a chuir 
leis an spéis a bhí agam in ainmhithe agus sa 
timpeallacht, agus a chuir an dúlra ar mo shúile 
dom. 
Tharraing duine de mo mhúinteoirí bunscoile 
m’aird ar Roald Dahl, rud a nocht domhain 
fhíorghreannmhara The BFG agus James and the 
Giant Peach dom agus a spreag suim ionam sa 
stair, go háirithe sa Dara Cogadh Domhanda, i 
ngeall ar a dhírbheathaisnéis, Going Solo. 
Gach Satharn, thabharfadh mo mháthair chuig 
an leabharlann áitiúil mé. Inniu is i bhfoirgneamh 
ollmhór neamhspleách atá Leabharlann Bhaile 
Bhlainséir, ach an tráth sin ní raibh ann ach 
roinnt seomraí ar an urlár is airde d’ ionad 
siopadóireachta áitiúil. Ba é an rud ab fhearr 
faoi dhul ann le mo mháthair ná go raibh cárta 
duine fásta aici, rud a d’ fhág go raibh sí in ann 
leabhair do dhaoine fásta a fháil dom agus bhí sin 
go hiontach.
Trí na leabhair sin, agus ó na seomraí beaga sin 
os cionn ionad siopadóireachta, bhí mé in ann dul 
áit ar bith ba mhian liom. Sin an chúis go raibh an 
léitheoireacht chomh hiontach sin agus mé i mo 
pháiste. 
Chomh maith céanna, sin é an chúis gur 
cheart go mbeadh gach páiste in ann iad féin a 
fheiceáil sna leabhair a léann siad. Ba cheart don 
léitheoireacht a bheith oscailte cuimsitheach. Tá 
Éire níos éagsúla anois ná mar a bhí sí agus mise 
ag fás aníos. Tá daoine anseo as áiteanna éagsúla 
ar fud an domhain, cineálacha éagsúla teaghlaigh 
agus reiligiúin éagsúla.   
 

Tá súil agam go gcuideoidh an treoir seo, sa 
chéad dul síos, le gach páiste leabhar a aimsiú 
a thuigf idh siad go maith – ceann a léiríonn 
a dtaithí féin. Ach tá súil agam freisin go 
gcuideoidh an treoir le páistí ar fud na hÉireann 
foghlaim faoi eispéiris a chéile. In Éirinn an lae 
inniu, atá ag éirí níos éagsúla de shíor, cuideoidh 
leabhair a léiríonn an éagsúlacht sin chun 
comhbhá a fhorbairt le daoine eile a bhfuil taithí 
saoil, cultúr nó creideamh éagsúil acu. 
Mar a fheicf idh tú ó raon na leabhar sa treoir 
seo, tá ceann ann do gach duine, nó is do chuile 
dhuine an léitheoireacht. An méid a fhaigheann 
muid ó leabhair agus muid óg, maireann sé 
ar feadh an tsaoil. Agus mise i mo pháiste, 
d’ fhoghlaim mé uathu an tábhacht atá le cosaint 
an chomhshaoil, agus ní dhearna mé dearmad 
air sin riamh. Tá súil agam go dtiocfaidh tú ar 
leabhar anseo a chuirf idh sceitimíní áthais ort 
agus óna bhfoghlaimeoidh tú ceachtanna saoil. 

Réamhrá
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For so many children around the world, reading 
is a really important part of growing up. It is 
often through books that we f irst get to f ind out 
about the wider world. We get to learn about 
different people and places, and learn more 
about other people’s experiences. 

I know that, for me, reading was an absolutely 
huge part of my life – a new book was the best 
present I could get. My grandfather gave me 
the Tom McCaughren book Run with the Wind, 
a story about a family of foxes, which fed my 
interest in animals and the environment, and 
introduced me to the natural world. 

One of my primary school teachers got me 
into Roald Dahl, which not only opened up 
the hilarious worlds of The BFG and James and 
the Giant Peach, but also got me interested in 
history, and the Second World War in particular, 
through his autobiography Going Solo. 

Every Saturday, my mam would bring me to the 
local library. Today Blanchardstown Library is a 
huge stand-alone building, but back then it just 
occupied a few rooms on the top f loor of a local 
shopping centre. The best thing about going with 
my mam was that she had an adult card, which 
meant she could get out adults’ books for me, 
which was always so exciting.

Through those books, and from those little 
rooms above a shopping centre, I go could 
anywhere. It is what made reading so thrilling as 
a child. 

Equally, it is why every child should be able to 
see themselves in the books they read. Reading 
should be open and inclusive for all children. 
Ireland is more diverse now than it was when I 
was growing up. We have people who have come 
here from all over the world, different kinds of 
families, different races and religions. 

I hope that this guide will, f irstly, help every 
child f ind a book that they can relate to, one that 
ref lects their experience. But I also hope that 
the guide helps children all over Ireland learn 

about each other’s experiences. In an Ireland 
that is becoming increasingly diverse, books that 
ref lect that diversity will develop empathy with 
others whose lived experience, culture or beliefs 
may be different to the reader’s own. 

As you can see from the range of books in this 
guide, there is a book for everyone, and that’s 
because reading is for everyone. The gifts 
books bring us when we are young are lifelong. 
As a child, it taught me about the importance 
of protecting our environment, and that has 
remained with me throughout my life. I hope you 
f ind a book here that brings you joy and lessons 
to carry with you for your life. 

Roderic O’Gorman, TD

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth

Introduction
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About Children’s Books Ireland/Eolas faoi Leabhair Pháistí Éireann 
 

Children’s Books Ireland’s mission is to inspire a love of reading 
in children and young people in Ireland, to share our expertise 
and enthusiasm with the adults who guide and inf luence them, to 
champion every child’s right to excellent books and live literature 
events and support the artists who make that goal possible across 
the island of Ireland. Our small but committed team truly believe 
that we can make a difference, and we know that the projects we 
run have a signif icant impact on the children who take part in 
them. As well as being packed full of reviews, this guide tells you 
everything you need to know about Children’s Books Ireland – 
who we are, what we do and, crucially, how you can support us so 
we can do more. 

We also rely on our Book Clinic team and a number of other friends who make this guide possible. As well as acting 
as book doctors or Book Clinic administrators, these superheroes sifted through over 1,750 submitted books for 
this guide to find nearly 370 titles that they know will be adored by young readers and that offer insight under this 
year’s themes of diversity, inclusion and representation. Their knowledge of what makes a great children’s book is 
second to none, and we couldn’t do this without their hard work. 
We could not produce this guide without the cooperation of our partners in libraries and bookshops across Ireland, 
the support of the publishers, especially those who placed adverts, and the time and expertise generously given 
by our team of editors and the 184 reviewers – reviewing nearly 370 titles digitally in a short space of time is an 
extraordinary feat and we are immensely grateful. We also wish to acknowledge the skill and imagination of both 
our designer, Fintan Wall, and this year’s illustrator, Ashwin Chacko.
If you love this guide, do get online and check out previous years’ editions on the Children’s  Books Ireland  
website – there are plenty more great books to read! And if you believe in what we do and want to support us, 
please check our website to explore ways to make a difference for everyone and every budget.

Children’s Books Ireland/ 
Leabhair Pháistí Éireann
First Floor, 17 North Great George’s Street, 
Dublin 1, D01 R2F1 
Telephone + 353 1 8727475
info@childrensbooksireland.ie
childrensbooksireland.ie

You can also f ind us here: 
 childrensbooksireland.ie
 childrensbooksireland 
 @KidsBooksIrel 
 @kidsbooksirel 
 KidsBooksIrel 

Elaina Jenny Aoife Ciara Daiden

Marianne Julie Claire Aingeala JulianneEmily
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Book Gifting – Babies
Establishing a nationwide book-gifting scheme for 
every child in Ireland is one of our long-term goals. 
Bookseed is a baby book-gifting initiative that gives 
babies in Limerick the gift of three books before their 
first birthday. Bookseed encourages families to enjoy 
books together, starting children on a lifelong journey 
with reading and informing parents of not just the 
benefits but also the joy of reading. Children’s Books 
Ireland runs this project in partnership with the Health 
Service Executive and Limerick Libraries. This project 
has been evaluated by a team from Mary Immaculate 
College, Limerick. It is funded by the JP McManus 
Benevolent Fund and Rethink Ireland (formerly the 
Social Innovation Fund Ireland). Bookseed will run 
until December 2021.
 
Book Gifting – Charity 
To ensure that every child can experience the joy of 
reading, we donate books to a number of children’s 
charities each year. Over the past year, we have 
gifted books to numerous organisations including 
BUMBLEance; Barnardos; Children in Hospital, 
Ireland; COPE Galway; Every Child is Your Child; 
Focus Ireland; Good Shepherd; Pavee Point; The 
Society of St Vincent de Paul; Traveller Visibility 
Group; as well as numerous family hubs, direct 
provision centres and asylum seekers’ accommodation. 
Much of this was made possible by funding from 
partners, including The Arts Council, KPMG, Toyota 
Ireland, The Ireland Funds and the ESB Energy for 
Generations Fund. 

Book Gifting – Schools
Children’s Books Ireland advocates for well-stocked 
school libraries with appropriate staff to guide young 
readers. Unfortunately, many schools lack the support 
to make this a reality. Our book-gifting projects 
give children in schools equal opportunities to read 
brilliant books and bring artists into the classroom 
virtually or in-person to boost their enjoyment of 
reading. Our projects include Every Child A Reader, 
the Robert Dunbar Memorial Libraries, Bookbag and 
various other initiatives delivered with the support 
of our funders and partners: Brown Bag Films, Citi, 
Ecclesiastical, KPMG, The Irish Copyright Licensing 
Agency, Ecclesiastical Movement for Good Awards 
and numerous publishing partners. Find out more 
about how you can apply for some of these schemes 
by going to our website.
This year, thanks to the support of KPMG, The Ireland 
Funds, Citi and others, we will gift Free To Be Me 
Little Libraries to twenty-eight primary schools. Each 
school will receive a selection of 100 carefully selected 
FTBM titles and a specially designed resource pack.
Thanks to the support of the people of Ireland who so 
generously donated to the RTÉ Late Late Toy Show 
appeal with the Community Foundation for Ireland, 
we will be working with four DEIS primary schools 
in Galway, Mayo, Louth and Cork on a new branch 
of the Every Child A Reader project – Reading 
Communities. Launching in September, this three-
year project will see each Reading Community school 
work closely with their very own Champion of Reading 
and receive over 1,000 books throughout the lifetime 
of the project. School staff will also be provided with 
resources and training. This is our most ambitious 
school book-gifting project yet, and we hope to make 
a sustainable impact in these four schools. 
 

Children’s Books Ireland Projects
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Resources 
Children’s Books Ireland provides resource packs 
with questions and activities for use in the classroom 
or by book clubs or for individual use at home. For 
pre-schoolers ten great reads are broken down in 
‘Small Print’; ‘Class Reads’ are great classroom reads 
broken down by age across six levels and supported 
by artist videos; the ‘Junior Juries’ resource pack for 
2021 and five previous years, bound up into primary 
and secondary school resources, are great for those 
who can’t find a suitable class novel in ‘Class Reads’, 
and videos are available as support; the ‘Mind Yourself ’ 
resource takes twenty-one titles reviewed in our 
Mind Yourself reading guide, designed to open up 
conversations around mental health and wellbeing 
with primary school children, with videos to support. 
You can find all these resources, plus lots more free 
downloads and great tips for setting up a school library 
and creating a reading culture in your school, on our 
website.

Children’s Books Ireland Book Lists
Arranged by theme, Children’s Books Ireland’s 
book lists are very similar to this guide. You can see 
the range of book lists on pages 136–7 and you can 
download them from our website. These lists are great 
for use in the classroom, for book clubs or for those 
looking for their next good read. They are clearly laid 
out with age recommendations.

Children’s Books Ireland Book Clinics
Children’s Books Ireland Book Clinics are inclusive, 
free events where all families are welcome.  The Book 
Doctor writes reading prescriptions for children 
of all ages, interests, abilities and needs, including 
young readers with autism, dyslexia, ADHD or visual 
impairment. Páistí agus teaghlaigh arb í an Ghaeilge 
a máthairteanga, freastalaíonn an Dochtúir Leabhar 
orthusan freisin.
These clinics are also available online via Facebook and 
Zoom. Check out our website to see when the next 
Book Clinic will take place!  

Tionscadail Leabhair Pháistí Éireann
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KPMG Children’s Books Ireland Awards
These awards are the leading annual children’s book 
awards in Ireland. Recently celebrating their thirtieth 
year, the awards are made annually to identify, 
honour and promote excellence in books for young 
people by Irish authors and illustrators. The awards 
are the most prestigious in Ireland and offer one of 
the few opportunities for national and international 
recognition of Irish authors and illustrators. Excellence 
in children’s books is the over-arching criterion and 
a total of six awards are made: the Book of the Year 
Award; Honour Award for Fiction; Honour Award for 
Illustration; Eilís Dillon Award (for a first children’s 
book); the Judges’ Special Award and the Junior 
Juries’ Award.

KPMG Reading Hero Award
Started in 2020, this award recognises a young 
person’s potential and gives them encouragement to 
pursue their chosen path. All over the island of Ireland 
are extraordinary young people whose participation 
and interest in books and reading is remarkable. 
Nominations open in March 2022.

KPMG Children’s Books Ireland Awards –  
Junior Juries
The opinions of young readers are a crucial part of 
our annual book awards, which is why the Junior 
Juries have been a key component of the awards since 
2005. These juries give young people of all ages the 
opportunity to read and critique the shortlisted books, 
with the scores submitted by Junior Juries island-
wide resulting in the Junior Juries’ Award winner. 
Participation is free of charge and each group receives 
posters, bookmarks and a specially designed resource 
pack, crammed with quizzes and activities based on the 
shortlisted books. 
Reading begins when the shortlist is announced in 
March each year and groups can sign up from January 
onwards via email at awards@childrensbooksireland.ie

Children’s Books Ireland International Conference
The conference is a celebration of the best in 
children’s books. It is a unique opportunity to critically 
reflect on the impact and importance of books for 
young people. Anyone with an interest in and a 
passion for children’s books is welcome to attend 
and participate in what is always an outward-looking, 
lively and thought-provoking event. Past speakers 
include: Lauren Child, Shaun Tan, Kate DiCamillo, Jon 
Klassen, Hervé Tullet, Oliver Jeffers, Louise O’Neill, 
David Almond, Eoin Colfer, Kwame Alexander 
and Michael Rosen. The Children’s Books Ireland 
International Conference was not held in 2020 or 
2021 due to public health restrictions.
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Laureate na nÓg
Laureate na nÓg, Ireland’s Children’s Literature 
Laureate, is a unique honour that was awarded for the 
first time in May 2010. Author Siobhán Parkinson was 
followed by Niamh Sharkey, Eoin Colfer, PJ Lynch and 
Sarah Crossan. Áine Ní Ghlinn is the sixth Laureate 
na nÓg. Her ambition as Laureate is to lift the cloak 
of invisibility from Irish language authors and books, 
and to encourage children and young people to read 
for pleasure as Gaeilge. Laureate na nÓg is an initiative 
of the Arts Council. It is managed and delivered on 
Council’s behalf by Children’s Books Ireland, and also 
supported by the Arts Council of Northern Ireland 
and the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth. By honouring an artist of 
exceptional talent and commitment, Laureate na 
nÓg champions and celebrates literature for children 
and young people, inspiring generations of writers, 
illustrators and readers. childrenslaureate.ie

Working in Partnership
Our long list of partners and supporters is on page 
139. As a small organisation, we love to work with 
others who have similar strategic aims so that 
we can increase our impact. We are a member 
of EURead, a consortium of European reading 
promotion organisations. We represent Ireland at the 
Bologna Children’s Book Fair each year by running 
the joint stand on behalf of publishers and other 
organisations. We are also a member of Words Ireland, 
an informal grouping of literature organisations that 
share a common vision of providing a cohesive and 
comprehensive literature resource service to the 
sector and its wider community, both nationally and 
internationally. 

Professional Development
Children’s Books Ireland supports authors, illustrators, 
publishers and event programmers, with the ultimate 
aim of ensuring that access to reading great Irish 
books is open to every Irish child. Our ProperBook 
training series, devised in partnership with author and 
programmer Sarah Webb, addresses everything an 
artist needs to know about writing, illustrating and 
publishing children’s books. Through the New Voices 
panel at our annual conference, we invite new creators 
to present their work, often for the first time, to a 
warm, influential audience. The sense of community 
our in-person professional development events foster 
is continued online with our monthly Children’s Books 
Ireland Artists Coffee Mornings. Our website offers 
a suite of up-to-date resources, assisting artists to 
negotiate new developments, changes and growth in 
their careers. And our partnership with the Tyrone 
Guthrie Centre at Annaghmakerrig and the Laureate 
na nÓg project offers six mid-career artists a week-
long residency at the centre.
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Inis Magazine
Inis magazine is published three times a year and 
appears in print and online. It is the most important 
record of the development of Irish children’s literature 
and is a source of regular reviews for Irish authors, 
illustrators and publishers and Irish language texts. 
It serves a diverse audience of writers, illustrators, 
publishers, teachers, librarians, academics, students 
and guardians in Ireland and abroad. Children’s Books 
Ireland is committed to publishing a minimum number 
of Irish language reviews (approximately 10 per cent 
of the number in English) and a feature in Irish in 
each issue. Our website is also updated regularly with 
original reviews and in-depth features. Children’s 
Books Ireland is grateful for the support of our team 
of volunteer reviewers, writers and interviewers.

Research, Evaluation and Consultation
In 2020, Children’s Books Ireland added a part-
time Research & Evaluation Officer to our team. 
We are committed to measuring our impact and 
implementing a robust impact-management strategy, 
as well as communicating the impact of our work. 
By evaluating our programmes and collating a body 
of relevant Irish and international research, we can 
make evidence-based decisions. We encourage and 
facilitate important research in our field by partnering 
with third level institutions including Trinity College 
Dublin, Dublin City University, Maynooth University 
and Mary Immaculate College, Limerick. Consultation 
is crucial: Children’s Books Ireland is always open to 
feedback and actively seeks the views of children, 
young people, artists and other stakeholders to inform 
our planning. 

Book Clubs 
Check out the Children’s Books Ireland book club 
in partnership with RTÉjr on rtejr.rte.ie/category/
rtejr-blog/book-club-rtejr-blog/ where you can catch 
up with all our recommended reads. Or join the book 
club on RTÉjr’s Facebook page, facebook.com/rtejr, 
for weekly book reviews from our Children’s Books 
Ireland book doctors and great reading ideas for your 
little ones. It is easy to join in and free of charge. 
Teachers may be particularly interested in Children’s 
Books Ireland’s bi-monthly recommended read for 
primary school children in InTouch, the magazine 
of the Irish National Teacher’s Organisation. The 
magazine is available to read online at into.ie.



23,500  books totalling 
€313,100  donated 
to schools and charities 
in partnership with 
corporate, philanthropic, 
government and publishing 
partners 

€79,000  paid to Irish artists 
in prize funds and online video 
and event fees 

6,920  young readers across
the country took part in the 
KPMG Children’s Books Ireland 
Awards Junior Juries

 
6  full-time staff 
and 
5  part-time staff

Free online resources include: 
38  themed reading lists
20  resource packs breaking 
down over 185  titles, and 
28  artist videos for schools

16  artist professional 
development events attended by 
1,171  artists supported by  
4  published resources

30,000  copies 
of the Free To Be Me 
guide published

346 
children and their 
families attended 
Children’s Books Ireland 
Book Clinics 

16,900  followers 
10,700  followers
5,500  followers

A Year in Numbers
Uimhreacha na Bliana

ag cothú léitheoirí

chi ldren’s
books
ire land
every child a reader

leabhair
pháist í
é i reann
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Support Our Work/Conas Is Féidir Leat Tacú Linn
 
As a registered charity, we in Children’s Books Ireland rely on our funders, members, 
Leading Lights, corporate and philanthropic supporters to help us bring the joy of reading 
to every child in Ireland. 

Your ongoing support can help us to do more
Become a Leading Light: your monthly gift or one-off donation can help us to encourage 
more children to read and to work towards an Ireland where all children and young people 
have access to excellent books. Sign up today on our website.
 
Become a member: all our members receive Inis magazine and Children’s Books Ireland’s 
annual reading guide in the post, benef it from reduced-rate tickets for our annual 
conference and can nominate a person or organisation to receive the Children’s Books 
Ireland Award for outstanding contribution to children’s books in Ireland. Visit our website 
to f ind out more. 
 
Corporate and philanthropic support enables Children’s Books Ireland to develop engaging 
and exciting projects around Ireland that work towards our mission of making books central 
to every child’s life. Our corporate and philanthropic collaborations are designed to suit 
our partners’ needs and can offer a wide range of exciting opportunities for collaboration. 
Please get in touch with Julie Jones, Marketing & Development Manager, at 
julie@childrensbooksireland.ie or 01 872 7475 
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The Yellow Flag Programme is a practical 
programme that supports primary and 
secondary schools to become more inclusive of 
all cultures and ethnicities, celebrate diversity 
and challenge racism and discrimination. Set up 
by The Irish Traveller Movement in 2008, the 
programme is an intercultural education model 
that works with students, staff, management, 
parents/guardians and communities. It aims 
to help schools create an environment where 
positive attitudes towards cultural diversity can 
thrive.
Intercultural Education is an approach to 
education that enables students to develop 
as social beings through respecting and 
cooperating with others. It aims to ref lect the 
aims of the formal school curriculum at primary 
and post-primary levels in Ireland. Travellers 
and many other ethnic groups are an integral 
part of our communities and our schools. This 
eight-step programme guides schools in how 
they can help all communities feel they belong 
and contribute to a shared sense of Irishness. 
It is undertaken on the basis that ‘good’ 
education cannot be based on one culture 
alone.
yellowflag.ie/

Mother Tongues is a social enterprise working 
to promote multilingualism and intercultural 
dialogue in Ireland. They create experiences 
for children that make languages fun, exciting 
and meaningful by developing an innovative 
approach to make sure children fall in love with 
their language. 
They support teachers and educators, parents 
and carers, companies and cultural institutions, 
and communities in developing innovative 
approaches to encourage multilingualism 
and heritage language maintenance. They 
encourage use of simple techniques to make 
sure children can successfully learn English and 
Irish without giving up their mother tongue. 
They provide opportunities for families to meet 
new people and create connections within 
their community and beyond. They believe in 
the power of creativity to build connected, 
innovative and diverse communities and achieve 
this by collaborating with arts organisations, 
local authorities and cultural institutes to enact 
change in cultural practices and policies.
mothertongues.ie/ 
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About Our Partner Organisations and Their Services/Eolas 
faoinár nEagraíochtaí Comhpháirtíochta agus a Seirbhísí
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The NCBI Library Access Service is Ireland’s 
largest digital library for people who are blind 
or vision impaired, with over 700,000 titles 
available to download in a variety of accessible 
formats.
The NCBI’s Library Access team work to 
support the individual reading needs of every 
member by providing a bespoke reading 
solution to children and adults. A key pillar 
of the library’s recent growth has been due 
to Bookshare Ireland, which has extended 
the library’s reach to support students with 
reading diff iculties in education. The Library 
Access production unit also offers Braille and 
audio solutions for print documents and is 
the accessible production unit of choice for 
government departments.
Call: 01 8642266
Email: library@ncbi.ie
Website: www.ncbi.ie

The National Council for the Blind  
Library Access Service
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Bookshare Ireland
Bookshare Ireland is the largest accessible 
digital library in Ireland. With a collection of 
over 700,000 titles, accessible books can be 
downloaded to a variety of mainstream devices. 
Bookshare makes reading easier and helps 
people with dyslexia, vision impairment or other 
reading diff iculties to access books. You can 
customise your reading experience to suit your 
reading or learning style. Bookshare Ireland 
is open to children and adults that meet the 
eligibility criteria. 
Bookshare Ireland was developed by the 
NCBI Library Access Service through funding 
received from the Department of Education 
and Skills in 2019; the Library Access Service 
is currently able to provide this service free of 
charge.
Qualifying readers of Bookshare can listen to 
books, follow along with audio and highlighted 
text, read in large type or digital braille. For 
more information and to sign up go to
www.bookshare.ie/en

Customised Books
You can customise your reading experience 
with Bookshare Ireland. When you select a 
title on your desktop, you can choose a digital 
format to download for that specif ic title. The 
digital formats include: PDF, EPUB, Word, 
DAISY, DAISY with Images, MP3 synthetic 
audio, Braille Ready File (BRF). These various 
accessible formats will work with a variety of 
assistive technologies and devices such as Jaws, 
Zoomtext, Orbit and the Mercury12. A series 
of webinars and videos on Making the Most of 
Bookshare with your assistive technology is 
available on:
www.bookshare.ie/en/how 

Bookshare and the EasyReader App
You can access your Bookshare Ireland titles 
with your smart phone or tablet by downloading 
the free EasyReader app. 
The EasyReader app offers text to speech 
for all downloaded books. Other accessibility 
features in the app allow you to adjust font size, 
contrast, audio pitch and voice selection with 
different accents.
To get the free EasyReader app, go to the 
App Store or Google Play and download the 
EasyReader app by Dolphin.

Services Provided by  
National Council for the Blind, Ireland
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Take a closer look at your local library
Your local library service provides a fantastic 
opportunity to discover great reads, get information, 
learn new skills, access PCs, printing and scanning, 
as well as joining in lots of activities – online or in 
the library (or sometimes outdoors!). Best of all, 
there are no membership fees and no fines. It’s all 
completely free, for everyone, in every public library 
in the country. 
Did you know that public libraries have a whole suite 
of digital services? 
As a member, you can download eBooks and 
eAudiobooks, read Irish or international  magazines 
and newspapers online, take a language course or 
choose from a wide range of other courses on lots 
of different topics. There is something to interest 
everyone, so take a look at LibrariesIreland.ie to find 
the one that suits you. 
Joining the library
You can join the library at any age. Anyone over 18 
should bring photo ID along to the library and the 
librarian will set up the membership. Children and 
young people under eighteen just need permission 
from a parent/guardian. Or you could even join online 
at LibrariesIreland.ie and start exploring all the digital 
services straight away! Are you a teacher at an ELC, 
primary or secondary school? If so, you can register 
for a teacher’s card at your local library to borrow sets 
of books for your class. 
Borrow from any library in the country
You can search the library catalogue online for the 
books you need at LibrariesIreland.ie. Even if your 
local library doesn’t currently have them, you can 
order them from any public library in the country 
straight to your local branch for collection – free of 
charge – and borrow up to twelve books/other items 
at any time or up to five eBooks or five eAudiobooks.

Reading programmes for children, families and 
school classes
As well as all of the resources available through the 
public libraries, children and families, teachers and 
school classes can enjoy plenty of enjoyable reading 
and literacy activities such as story time, book clubs, 
STEAM activities, author/illustrator events, and so 
much more throughout the year under the national 
Right to Read programmes.
Spring into Storytime in April focuses on younger 
children, encouraging the joy of stories through 
story-time sessions led by librarians and authors, 
online or in-library, many of which include added 
interactive elements to help get children more 
immersed in the story.
Summer Stars is the annual summer reading 
programme which runs from June to August for 
children of all ages, complete with fun activities and 
incentives throughout as well as an award certificate 
for participation at the end of the programme.
Children’s Book Festival takes place during October, 
a full month packed with events and speakers 
in libraries across the country, with something 
scheduled for readers of all ages and interests and 
many opportunities to meet favourite authors and 
illustrators – as well as read lots of books! 
Family Time at Your Library runs throughout 
December. Libraries across the country host family 
events and activities aimed at supporting all the 
family to enjoy reading and sharing stories.

Follow us on Twitter @LibrariesIre and check out 
your local library service on social media to keep up 
to date with local activities. 

Services Provided by  
Libraries Ireland
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DAINÍN:  
CÁ BHFUIL TEIDÍ?

TADHG Mac DHONNAGÁIN  
maisithe ag STEVE SIMPSON

FUTA FATA 2020 (CRUA)  
12LCH €8.95  

ISBN 9781910945612

(Aois 0–2)

DAINÍN:  
CLOISIM RUD ÉIGIN! 

TADHG Mac DHONNAGÁIN  
maisithe ag STEVE SIMPSON

FUTA FATA 2020 (CRUA)  
12LCH €8.95 

ISBN 9781910945629

(Aois 0–2)

RITA AGUS AN LAMPA 
DRAÍOCHTA

MÁIRE ZEPF  
maisithe ag MR ANDO

AN tSNÁTHAID MHÓR 2020 
(CRUA) 32LCH £14.99  
ISBN 9781912929108

(Aois 3–6)

GEANSAÍ OTTÓ
SADHBH DEVLIN  

maisithe ag RÓISÍN HAHESSY
FUTA FATA 2020 (CRUA)  

32LCH €10.95  
ISBN 9781910945599

 (Aois 3–8)

SCÚNC AGUS  
SMÚIRÍN 

MUIREANN Ní CHÍOBHÁIN  
maisithe ag  

PADDY DONNELLY 
FUTA FATA 2019 (CRUA)  

32LCH €10.95   
ISBN 9781910945476 

(Aois 3–8)

MÍP 
MÁIRE ZEPF  

maisithe ag 
 PADDY DONNELLY 

FUTA FATA 2020 (CRUA )  
26LCH €10.95  

ISBN 9781910945582 

 (Aois 3–8)

Le linn a téarma trí bliana, déanfaidh Laureate 
na nÓg Áine Ní Ghlinn léitheoireacht na 
Gaeilge mar chaitheamh aimsire a chur chun 
cinn i measc páistí. Is é sin atá ag croílár an 
fheachtais Give Leabhar Gaeilge. Tá sí ag 
iarraidh ar dhaoine fásta leabhar Gaeilge nua-
aimseartha ar ardchaighdeán a thabhairt mar 
bhronntanas do pháiste ar a bhfuil aithne acu.
Seo a leanas na leabhair atá molta ag Áine do 
Give Leabhar Gaeilge in 2021: 



MUIREANN AGUS  
AN TEACH SOLAIS

MALACHY DOYLE  
aistrithe ag MÁIRE ZEPF 

maisithe ag  
ANDREW WHITSON

AN tSNÁTHAID MHÓR 2020 
(CRUA) 34LCH £12.99  
ISBN 9781912929061

 (Aois 4–8)

 

MÓR AGUS MUILC
aithriste ag JOHN ÓG 

HIÚDAÍ NEIDÍ Ó COLLA 
maisithe ag KIM SHARKEY 

ÉABHLÓID 2019  
(CRUA) 28LCH €12.00  
ISBN 9780995611993

(Aois 5–8)

LÚBA
ALAN TITLEY  

maisithe ag JOHN WHITE
AN GÚM (FORAS NA 

GAEILGE) 2020 (BOG)  
153LCH €10.00 

 ISBN 9781857919608

(Aois 7–11)

AR STRAE
PATRICIA FORDE  

maisithe ag JOHN WHITE 
FUTA FATA 2019 (BOG)  

64LCH €7.95  
ISBN 9781910945513

 (Aois 7–11)

AN EALA ÓRGA 
AGUS SCÉALTA EILE 

ÓN INDIA 
GABRIEL ROSENSTOCK  

maisithe ag  
BRIAN FITZGERALD 

AN GÚM (FORAS NA 
GAEILGE) 2019 (BOG)  

75LCH €9.00   
ISBN 9781857919493 

(Aois 10–14)

 

Over her three-year term, Laureate na nÓg 
Áine Ní Ghlinn will promote reading for 
pleasure as Gaeilge for children. This is what the 
Give Leabhar Gaeilge campaign is all about. She 
is calling on adults to give a child they know the 
gift of a high-quality contemporary children’s 
book in Irish.
Áine’s Give Leabhar Gaeilge books suggestions 
for 2021 are:

Laureate na nÓg
First Floor, 17 North Great 
George’s Street, Dublin 1, 
D01 R2F1 
info@childrenslaureate.ie
childrenslaureate.ie

You can also f ind us here: 
 childrenslaureate.ie
 childrenslaureateireland 
 @LaureatenanOg
 @laureatenanog 
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Your Partner For What’s Next

For what’s next in  
digital transformation. 
Together we’ll help you stay ahead. 

7404_Free To Be Me  - Childrens Books_Ad_AUgust_2021_210w x 297h.indd   17404_Free To Be Me  - Childrens Books_Ad_AUgust_2021_210w x 297h.indd   1 05/08/2021   09:44:0705/08/2021   09:44:07



Captivating books for 
babies and toddlers

From the team behind the award-winning Felt Flaps series, these 
interactive books feature irresistible characters and easy-to-use sliders!

Brilliant books for 
babies and toddlers

Bright, stylish and interactive novelty titles for 2021

For independent sales enquiries: ruth@nosycrow.com
For all other sales enquiries: sales@nosycrow.com

www.nosycrow.com

A fun new 
peekaboo 
series with 

10 sliders and 
a mirror!

Out 4th March Out 2nd SeptemberOut 3rd June Out 1st July 

Love

Spread Two

Spread Three
Spread Four

Bye-
bye!

you!

Push,pull, 
turn and

slide!

•

6 months+ • £7.99 • 10pp
180 x 180mm board book

Out 24th June

£6.99

www.nosycrow.com

9 781839 940613

ISBN 978-1-83994-061-3 First published 2021 by Nosy Crow Ltd
The Crow’s Nest, 14 Baden Place
Crosby Row, London SE1 1YW
Text © Nosy Crow 2021
Illustrations © Ingela P Arrhenius 2021     
All rights reserved
ISBN 978 1 83994 061 3
Printed in China
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

A hide-and-seek book 
for sharing with a 
very tiny person.

Felt Fla
p
s

a
n
d

 a
 m

irro
r!

Fe
lt flaps

and a mirro
r!

Where’s
     Mrs 
        Car?

   
    W

h
ere’s M

rs C
ar?

Out 4th March

Out 5th August Out 29th April Out 7th October

Over 
3 million 

copies sold!

The hit series 
featuring bold felt 

flaps and a surprise 
mirror ending!
Over 20 titles available

6 months+ • £6.99 • 12pp
180 x 180mm cased board book

978 1 78800 576 0 978 1 78800 575 3 978 1 78800 579 1

With 10 
sliders + 
a mirror!

978 1 78800 578 4 978 1 78800 577 7

978 1 78800 574 6 978 1 83994 336 2 978 1 83994 266 2 

Out in Feb 2022!
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INGELA P. ARRHENIUS 
WHERE’S MRS DOCTOR?
NOSY CROW 2021 (BOARD) 12PP £6.99 ISBN 9781839942914

A delightful boardbook with soft felt flaps and a peek-a-boo mirror, which introduces 
babies and tots to the various people who care for patients. We see Mrs Doctor, 
Mr Nurse, Mrs Paramedic and many more looking after patients in their working 
environments, with a variety of genders, races and abilities represented. The 
simple, colourful illustrations offer realistic details, incorporating, for example, an 
ambulance, hospital bed, IVF drip, wheelchair and stethoscope. Fun and informative, 
empowering and reassuring, and especially so for children with special needs. [SMcC] 
READ ALSO: Others in the Where’s …? series, including Where’s Mr Astronaut?

ATINUKE illustrated by ANGELA BROOKSBANK 
B IS FOR BABY
WALKER BOOKS 2019 (HBK) 40PP £11.99 ISBN 9781406371086

Baby sets out on a big adventure when she sneaks into the banana basket her brother 
is delivering to Baba. He cycles past an exciting array of Bs: Baboons, Baobab trees 
and Birds. Atinuke lovingly references her own childhood growing up in Nigeria, and 
Brooksbank’s illustrations beautifully depict the lush environment and local people. 
This simple visual story gives a wonderful insight into the daily life of one of many 
cultures in Nigeria. [SDal]
READ ALSO: The Drum by Ken Wilson-Max and Catell Ronca

ATINUKE illustrated by ANGELA BROOKSBANK 
BABY GOES TO MARKET
WALKER BOOKS 2019 (BOARD) 26PP £6.99 ISBN 9781406385281

Follow Baby as he rides snugly on Mama’s back through stalls at a bustling South 
West Nigerian marketplace, tasting a variety of delectable foods along the way. 
Unknown to Mama, cute and cheeky Baby stashes extra food in the basket Mama 
balances on her head – although it is getting heavy … Featuring vibrant tableaux of 
shoppers, sellers and goods, the atmosphere is lively and cheerful, and the rhythmic 
text offers a fun introduction to counting. A lovely read-aloud, with plenty to discover 
and delight in. [GB] 
READ ALSO: Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Browne

SOPHIE BEER 
LOVE MAKES A FAMILY
LIT TLE TIGER GROUP 2021 (BOARD) 24PP £6.99 ISBN 9781838910679

This delightful boardbook demonstrates that families are made from love and that love 
is found in ordinary things – bath time, bedtime stories, birthday cakes and picnics. 
Parents are the real heroes of this colourful book, as they fix what is broken, find what is 
lost and make everything better. This simple story celebrates families of different races, 
same-sex parents, grandparents and single parents, and the bright, bold and beautiful 
illustrations are bound to attract the attention of little readers. [LRed] 
READ ALSO: Kindness Makes Us Strong by Sophie Beer



AGE 0–2
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STELLA BLACKSTONE and SUNNY SCRIBENS  
illustrated by CHRISTIANE ENGEL   
BABY’S FIRST WORDS 
BAREFOOT BOOKS 2019 (BOARD) 20PP £5.99 ISBN 9781782858720

This colourful boardbook depicts a typical day with a toddler and her two fathers. 
The book operates as a reading primer as well as a seek-and-find game – the reader can 
search for the woolly mammoth toy on each page, aiding re-readings and vocabulary 
acquisition. The portrayal of family life is joyful, with both adults expressing affection 
and taking part in their child’s busy life. This mixed race LGBTQ+ family is full of love 
and encourages children’s curiosity about the world around them. [CAO’S] 
READ ALSO: Busy Books series by Campbell Books and Mélanie Combes

CHILD’S PLAY illustrated by AILIE BUSBY 
LOOKING GOOD!
CHILD’S PL AY 2018 (BOARD) 12PP £5.99 ISBN 9781786281944

Looking Good! is a sweet lift-the-flap boardbook perfect for introducing the concepts 
of measurement and comparison to a young audience. Each page shows how various 
human babies have similar physical characteristics to a variety of animals – from floppy 
ears like elephants to sharp teeth like crocodiles. Through gentle, colourful illustrations, 
we meet a diverse cast of babies and animals of different shapes, sizes and colours. 
Part of the inclusive Just Like Me! series, which explores similar comparisons in eating 
habits, movements and emotions. [RE] 
READ ALSO: Others in the series, including On the Go!, Feeling Great! and Feeding Time! 

CHILD’S PLAY illustrated by JO BYATT 
SLEEP TIGHT, TEDDY! (CHATTERBOOX)
CHILD’S PL AY 2018 (BOARD) 12PP £5.99 ISBN 9781786282101

The playful Chatterboox series encourages child and parent or guardian readers to act 
out a ready-made rhyming conversation between a child protagonist and an attached 
finger puppet as they engage in everyday activities. In Sleep Tight, Teddy! a sweet 
Black child, with a cochlear implant, is getting ready for bed with their teddy bear, 
and the calm colours and friendly style make it perfect for bedtime with little ones. 
Other boardbooks in the series are equally delightful, with a diverse cast of child 
protagonists and animal puppets. [TK] 
READ ALSO: Others in the series, including Play Time, Puppy! and Bib on, Bunny!

CHILD’S PLAY illustrated by AILIE BUSBY 
FIVE LITTLE DUCKS:  
FIRST BOOK OF NURSERY GAMES
CHILD’S PL AY 2020 (BOARD) 26PP £7.99 ISBN 9781786284105

The Nursery Time boardbook series features charming collections of delightful nursery 
rhymes, games, songs and poems aimed at babies and toddlers. Five Little Ducks 
features a wealth of firm favourites including ‘This Little Piggy’, ‘Polly Put the Kettle 
On’, ‘Hickory Dickory Dock’ and the title itself, of course. Delightful action prompts 
are attached to every verse, supporting movement, interaction and engagement. Bright 
and uplifting illustrations feature a diverse, modern and adorable cast of various races, 
genders and abilities engaged in lively and imaginative play. [LRos] 
READ ALSO: Others in the Nursery Time series, including Pat-a-Cake and See-Saw 
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CHILD’S PLAY illustrated by COCORETTO 
WHEELS AT WORK: FARM 
CHILD’S PL AY 2017 (BOARD) 12PP £5.99 ISBN 9781846439834

The Wheels at Work series is a refreshing and vibrant look at modern working life 
with all sorts of people behind the wheel, countering stereotypes of gender, race and 
disability. With the engaging lift-the-flap design, little tots will have great fun guessing 
what tasks drivers are up to. Simple but effective illustrations, with bold shapes and 
bright colours, are sure to entice readers. A new and different vehicle is depicted on 
every spread, alongside a new and different driver, ensuring something for everyone! 
[SDal] 
READ ALSO: Others in the series, including Construction, City and Emergency

ROBIE H. HARRIS illustrated by NATASCHA ROSENBERG 
WHO? A CELEBRATION OF BABIES
ABRAMS 2018 (BOARD) 20PP £5.99 ISBN 9781419728341

This charming boardbook explores the world from the point of view of tots, identifying 
and acknowledging beloved family members (including pets and ‘loveys’!) as an integral 
part of each baby’s loving familial circle. The repetitive and rhythmic text addresses 
the baby reader (or listener), drawing them into the world of the book. Rosenberg’s 
illustrations are not only vibrant and fun, but also place inclusivity at their heart by 
featuring family members of all ages, races and religions. An inclusive read that will 
surely captivate toddlers! [VLem] 
READ ALSO: Magic Windows: My Body by Ladybird and Libby Burns 

CHILD’S PLAY illustrated by ANNIE KUBLER  
and SARA DELLOW 
IF YOU’RE HAPPY AND YOU KNOW IT
CHILD’S PL AY 2021 (BOARD) 12PP £4.99 ISBN 9781786285805

If You’re Happy and You Know It is just one of many short and sweet boardbooks in the 
Baby Rhyme Time series, including other well-known favourites such as Hey Diddle 
Diddle, Pat-A-Cake and This Little Piggy. Caregivers will enjoy bonding with babies 
through song and rhyme, and older tots will enjoy repeating the words and actions. 
With bright and sunny illustrations, useful musical notation and a diverse cast of cute 
playmates at the centre, these are old favourites reimagined in a fresh, modern and 
lively way. [SDal] 
READ ALSO: Others in the series, including Ten Little Fingers and The Wheels on the Bus

HOLLIS KURMAN illustrated by BARROUX 
HELLO! A COUNTING BOOK OF KINDNESS 
OT TER-BARRY BOOKS 2020 (HBK) 32PP £11.99 ISBN 9781913074999

A gentle introduction to numbers and counting, cleverly imbued with an added layer 
of meaning. This unique book introduces small children to the reality of many refugee 
families, who are fleeing threatening places, but in a warm and uplifting  
way – 1 boat, 5 wishes and 10 friends are among the tally. Through bright 
contemporary illustrations, we follow a mother and her three small children across 
the sea and into a new and welcoming home and community. A little book filled with 
empathy and hope. [TK] 
READ ALSO: Owl Bat Bat Owl by Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick
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ANNA McQUINN illustrated by RUTH HEARSON 
ZEKI LOVES BABY CLUB
AL ANNA MAX 2021 (PBK) 24PP £6.99 ISBN 9781907825316

Baby Zeki loves Wednesdays when he goes to Baby Club with his mummy. Zeki has 
lots of friends at Baby Club, babies of different genders and races and with different 
languages, and they love to sing, stretch, wiggle and play together. Mammies and 
daddies are also part of the fun, sharing cuddles, books and make-believe games. With 
warm pictures and simple text, toddlers will have great fun repeating the actions, words 
and sounds. One of many engaging books in the Zeki series of everyday fun with 
family and friends. [ZL] 
READ ALSO: Others in the Zeki series, including Zeki Gets a Checkup and Zeki Can 
Swim

DANIELLE MURRELL COX 
MY HAIR
HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2020 (BBK) 24PP £6.99 ISBN 9780062897657

Hair comes in all shapes, sizes and styles, and the author celebrates a wide range of curls 
and waves, including afros, braids, cornrows and banto knots. A diverse cast of curly-
headed children are included, with skin of various colours and shades depicted, as well 
as vitiligo. Cox encourages readers to take pride in their locks and also assures them that 
they can say to others ‘Don’t touch my hair’. With simple but powerful text and bold, 
colourful illustrations, My Hair is a brilliantly empowering boardbook. [SDal] 
READ ALSO: The Lola series by Anna McQuinn and Rosalind Beardshaw 

SKYE SILVER 
BABY PLAY
BAREFOOT BOOKS 2019 (BOARD) 14PP £4.99 ISBN 9781782857280

Part of the Baby’s Day series, this fun and engaging boardbook encourages babies to 
play, dance and laugh with others. The author effectively uses high-contrast design and 
bold shapes to captivate young readers, with photographs of tots and their caregivers, 
rather than figurative illustrations, making for a unique experience. Photographs 
feature a diverse range of people, with a variety of races, genders and abilities included. 
A great series for developing social-emotional skills. [SDal] 
READ ALSO: Others in the Baby’s Day series, including Baby Food and Baby Talk

JESSICA SPANYOL
CLIVE IS A LIBRARIAN
CHILD’S PL AY 2017 (BOARD) 14PP £4.99 ISBN 9781846439896

Join Clive and his diverse playmates as they mimic what a librarian does in their day-
to-day work. With the aid of cat Moshi and their wide collection of toys, they check 
out books, tidy their shelves and perform stories. The Clive’s Jobs series is refreshingly 
free from gender stereotyping, with the various children playing with wide-ranging toys 
and costumes and playacting diverse jobs, including nurses and teachers. With clear 
language and whimsical illustrations, the Clive series promotes confidence, empathy 
and unbridled imaginative play. [NG] 
REAL ALSO: Others in the Clive’s Jobs series, including Clive Is a Nurse and Clive Is a 
Teacher
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JESSICA SPANYOL 
ROSA’S BIG BRIDGE EXPERIMENT
CHILD’S PL AY 2020 (HBK) 20PP £5.99 ISBN 9781786283627

Rosa and her friends are building bridges at the beach. The gang spend a lot of time 
investigating materials such as sand, branches and planks, and considering scientific 
concepts such as weight, width, balance and suspension, but must eventually apply their 
knowledge when Snowy Dog is stranded! Part of the wonderful Rosa’s Big Experiment 
series, which shows Rosa and her diverse friends experimenting with everything from 
bridges and boats to sunflowers and pizza. With simple text and colourful illustrations, 
this STEM-inspired series celebrates teamwork, inclusivity and creativity. [HS] 
READ ALSO: Others in the Rosa’s Big Experiment series, including Rosa’s Big Boat 
Experiment and Rosa’s Big Pizza Experiment

JESSICA SPANYOL 
ROSA LOVES CARS
CHILD’S PL AY 2018 (BOARD) 14PP £4.99 ISBN 9781786281258

Rosa loves cars – playing with them, racing them, building and fixing them! Be it a 
ride-on, handheld toy or homemade box, Rosa and her friends make the utmost of 
it. A delightful variety of vehicles feature, including monster trucks, fire engines and 
camper-vans, as well as an inclusive cast of playmates of diverse genders, races and 
abilities. With colourful pictures, simple text and engaging sound effects, little readers 
will feel part of the fun. Part of a series which upends gender stereotypes and promotes 
diversity. [HS] 
READ ALSO: Others in the Rosa series, including Rosa Loves Dinosaurs and Rosa Plays 
Ball

CHILD’S PLAY illustrated by CAROL THOMPSON 
DANCE!
CHILD’S PL AY 2017 (BOARD) 12PP £4.99 ISBN 9781846439599

The Amazing Me! series celebrates all the wonderful and creative things we can do 
with ourselves and our bodies, including singing, moving, dressing up and, in this 
book, dancing. With great energy in the colourful illustrations, Dance! is fun, upbeat 
and joyful to read aloud. The series features a diverse and inclusive group of friends, 
incorporating different genders, races and abilities, as they express themselves through 
their brilliant bodies. [NG] 
READ ALSO: Others in the Amazing Me! series, including Sing! and Music! 

KEN WILSON-MAX 
WHERE’S LENNY?
AL ANNA MAX 2020 (HBK) 28PP £9.99 ISBN 9781907825231

In this charming picturebook, Lenny and his father are playing a fun game of hide-and-
seek around the house. Daddy relies on his senses to find Lenny, following suspicious 
sounds and smells. After hearing a tapping in the bathroom, Daddy enters to find … 
only mummy, screwdriver in hand, fixing the lightbulb. Eventually Mummy joins 
in the fun and games. A fun reversal of stereotypical gender roles, and a joyful and 
heartwarming depiction of a loving mixed-race family. A must read! [SB] 
READ ALSO: The Ted series by Sophy Henn



AGE 0–2

Maybe... by Chris Haughton 
9781406385526 • HB • £12.99 • 3 years +

All Our Hidden Gifts 
by Caroline O’Donoghue 

9781406393095 • PB • £7.99 • 14 years +

Look, Puppy! by Mary Murphy 
9781406388169 • HB • £12.99 • 3 years + 

Reading for 
pleasure with

WALKER 
BOOKS

Illustration © 2021 Chris Haughton from Maybe…



AGE 0–2AGE 2–4

                              

www.angum.ie

@angumfnag



AGE 0–2

31THE DIVE RSIT Y, INCLUSION AND RE PRE SE NTATION RE ADING GUIDE 31THE DIVE RSIT Y, INCLUSION AND RE PRE SE NTATION RE ADING GUIDE

AGE 2–4

KATE ALIZADEH
QUIET!
CHILD’S PL AY 2017 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781846438882

On a typical day, a little girl enjoys carefully listening to the wide variety of sounds 
around her house, from the bustle of the morning to the quiet of night-time. With 
simple text and illustration, emphasising sensory clues and onomatopoeic sounds, this 
is a great read-aloud that can be equally enjoyed by children with sight loss. Children 
will enjoy mimicking the many fun sounds, from pinging to gurgling, babbling to 
whirring, and be encouraged to map the auditory landmarks in their own homes. 
[SDal] 
READ ALSO: The Black Book of Colours by Menena Cottin and Rosana Faria

STEVE ANTHONY 
AMAZING
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781444944716

A cheerful little boy and his excitable tiny pet dragon are the very best of friends. 
They laugh, they sing, they dance and have the best of fun, just like everyone else! The 
illustrations show that the little boy uses a wheelchair, but it’s an incidental inclusion 
unreferenced in the text, and he is as immersed in the fun and games as his diverse 
playmates. With amusing, exuberant illustrations, Amazing is a celebration of diversity, 
inclusivity, fun and friendship, sure to captivate young readers. [LL] 
READ ALSO: We’re All Wonders by R.J. Palacio

RAYMOND ANTROBUS illustrated by POLLY DUNBAR
CAN BEARS SKI?
WALKER BOOKS 2021 (HBK) 40PP £12.99 ISBN 9781406382624

Little Bear can’t always follow what his dad, teacher or friends are saying and doesn’t 
understand why people keep asking him ‘Can bears ski?’ However, when Dad Bear 
brings him to an audiologist, Little Bear realises that life is louder for others. With 
charming and expressive illustrations, this is a gorgeous story about communication, 
love and care, showing children that people understand the world in a variety of ways 
and reminding us of the things we can do to communicate clearly with others. [NG] 
READ ALSO: The Moonlit Zoo by Maudie Powell-Tuck and Karl James Mountford 

ASHOK BANKER illustrated by SANDHYA PRABHAT
I AM BROWN
L ANTANA PUBLISHING 2020 (HBK) 40PP £11.99 ISBN 9781911373940

A glorious global celebration of all the different and wonderful ways to be brown, from 
the extraordinary to the everyday. A multitude of different children appear in various 
dress (business suit, saree, lungee), highlighting the different food they eat (noodles, 
vindaloo, steak), languages they speak (German, Turkish, Urdu), places they pray 
(mosque, shrine, nowhere), things they are capable of (writing, coding, designing) and 
much, much more. Banker’s text is full of exuberance and possibility, while Prabhat’s 
illustrations are warm, vibrant and packed with energy and detail. [LRed] 
READ ALSO: The Barefoot Book of Children by Tessa Strickland, Kate DePalma and 
David Dean
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GILLES BAUM illustrated by AMANDINE PÍU   
THE RED SUITCASE
WORDS & PICTURES 2019 (HBK) 44PP £11.99 ISBN 9780711245495

Little Dragon goes on the road with just a suitcase. We don’t know the destination, 
and there are challenges and hardships. Dragon has to be brave and persevere. 
Eventually, Dragon trades the suitcase for a backpack and shares their story, finally 
finding a safe place to belong. It’s unclear whether Little Dragon is an immigrant, a 
refugee or just having a tough time, but the story works on many levels. With brief, 
pointed text and charmingly delicate illustrations, this is a stunning, imaginative and 
poignant picturebook. [MAS] 
READ ALSO: The Journey by Francesca Sanna
 
JON BURGERMAN 
EVERYBODY HAS FEELINGS 
OXFORD UNIVERSIT Y PRESS 2021 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9780192766045

Master doodler Jon Burgerman is back with a big, bright book about feelings. 
Colourful characters, relatable contexts and a big dose of humour are used to 
introduce over twenty types of emotions, with a variety of bodies and abilities 
represented. This is a useful book for giving children the vocabulary to talk about 
their feelings and why they might have them, while also promoting body confidence 
and self-acceptance. Burgerman’s trademark doodles and sense of fun will have 
readers eagerly reading and discussing their feelings. [PS] 
READ ALSO: Big Bright Feelings series by Tom Percival

DAVINA BELL illustrated by ALLISON COLPOYS 
ALL THE WAYS TO BE SMART 
SCRIBBLE UK 2020 (PBK) 32PP £8.99 ISBN 9781911617877

All the Ways to Be Smart is a beautiful celebration of the breadth of human 
intelligence: creativity, emotional intelligence, physical prowess, critical thinking, 
scientific curiosity and beyond. Simple and engaging rhyme conjures childhood 
experiences, showing readers that being smart isn’t just about test scores: it’s about 
contributing to the wonderful variety of life. An affirmative and empowering book 
with an inclusive message supported by wonderful and imaginative illustrations – a 
diverse cast of children intermingle with fantastic figures from witches and vampires 
to dragons and fairies! [IC] 
READ ALSO: It’s Your World Now! by Barry Falls

GEMMA BREATHNACH maisithe ag TARSILA KRÜSE 
PERCY PÉACÓG
FUTA FATA 2018 (BOG) 32LCH €9.50 ISBN 9781910945414

Tá Percy Péacóg faoi strus ar a chéad lá ar scoil. Níl aithne aige ar éan ar bith eile agus 
tá náire air faoina eireaball ildaite i gcomparáid leis na héin eile atá chomh bródúil 
as a saintréithe féin. Ach in am an ghátair baineann Percy úsáid as a bhua speisialta 
chun beatha a charad a shábháil. Is ansin a thuigeann sé tábhacht na héagsúlachta. 
Cuireann na léaráidí séimhe agus dathanna geala go mór leis an scéal machnamhach 
seo. [JK] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Geansaí Ottó le Sadhbh Devlin agus Róisín Hahessy
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HEATHER DEAN BREWER illustrated by LEUYEN PHAM
LOVE IS POWERFUL
WALKER BOOKS 2020 (HBK) 32PP £12.99 ISBN 9781406397437

As a political march gets underway outside, Mari and her mother are preparing a sign 
to carry, and Mari considers her message to the world. Mari is initially overwhelmed 
by the crowd but soon sees how everyone is united, and when she chants her message 
of love, it is quickly echoed and amplified by those around her. With heartwarming 
illustrations and a diverse cast, inspired by the Women’s March in NYC in 2017, this 
is an uplifting book on the universal power of peaceful protest. [OH] 
READ ALSO: Dare by Lorna Gutierrez and Polly Noakes

PETER BROWN 
FRED GETS DRESSED 
TEMPL AR 2021 (PBK) 40PP £6.99 ISBN 9781787419506

Fred loves to roam the house naked – until he finds inspiration in his parents’ closet. 
Dad’s drab attire proves tricky, so Fred dons his mum’s attire instead – frock, lipstick 
and pearls included. Upon finding him, Mum offers the final touches and Dad (and 
dog!) get dolled up too. With a striking palette of brown, olive and bright pink, 
Fred’s self-assured style shines through. Inspired by Brown’s own childhood, this is 
an uplifting and good-humoured celebration of having fun and expressing yourself 
unabashedly, supported by loved ones. [SDal] 
READ ALSO: The Lipstick by Laura Dockrill and Maria Karipidou

NATHAN BRYON illustrated by DAPO ADEOLA
LOOK UP!
PUFFIN 2019 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9780241345849

Space-obsessed, passionate and plucky, Rocket blasts into your head and heart with 
this simple, inspiring tale. An aspiring astronaut, and devout fan of Mae Jemison, 
Rocket is keen to share her enthusiasm and knowledge with those around her, 
including an unimpressed teen brother. As a meteor shower approaches, Rocket is 
intent on inspiring everyone to ‘Look up!’ With vibrant illustrations, playful text and 
a sprinkling of space facts, Look Up! shows every child that you can make a difference, 
be heard and reach for the stars. [MH] 
READ ALSO: Astro Girl by Ken Wilson-Max

CLAIRE CASHMORE illustrated by SHARON DAVEY 
SPLASH
FARSHORE 2021 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9780755502851

Born without a left forearm, Claire is just as playful and adventurous as her sisters, 
climbing trees and turning cartwheels. There is something that terrifies her, though … 
water! Until a day that changes everything. Based on the real-life experience of Paralympic 
swimming gold medallist Claire Cashmore, this uplifting and joyful story highlights that 
anything can be achieved with determination and hard work, focusing on overcoming 
one’s fears rather than centralising disability. The lively, colourful illustrations are full of 
action and expression, powerfully charting Claire’s journey. [BM] 
READ ALSO: Frida Kahlo: Little People, Big Dreams by Maria Isabel Sánchez Vegara 
and Gee Fan Eng
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JOSEPH COELHO illustrated by FIONA LUMBERS
LUNA LOVES ART
ANDERSEN PRESS 2020 (HBK) 32PP £12.99 ISBN 9781783448661

Luna and her classmates are on a trip to an art gallery. Everyone is having a ball, 
except Finn, who seems upset and acts mean. Finn’s family doesn’t look like the one 
in the ‘Family Group’ sculpture, but then neither does Luna’s … Readers will delight 
in discovering iconic artworks by Van Gogh, Matisse, Louise Bourgeois and many 
others among the beautiful illustrations and find comfort in the celebration of diverse 
families. A pitch-perfect, clever exploration of the beauty of variety across art, families 
and life. [SueM] 
READ ALSO: Others in the Luna Loves series, including Luna Loves Library Day

ELIZABETH DALE illustrated by LIAM DARCY
DELIGHTFULLY DIFFERENT DILLY
HAPPY YAK 2021 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9780711259607

Dilly’s parents love her from the top of her head to the bottom of her single foot. The 
other penguins are weary of Dilly’s differences, but she hops and twirls and rolls and 
doesn’t let anything get in her way! Can the others learn to embrace Dilly’s way of 
doing things? And might they learn from her abilities? With cute, lively illustrations 
and engaging, thought-provoking activities at the back, Delightfully Different Dilly is a 
gorgeous book encouraging us to embrace and celebrate our differences. [HS] 
READ ALSO: What Happened to You? by James Catchpole and Karen George

SADHBH DEVLIN maisithe ag TARSILA KRÜSE
BÍ AG SPRAOI LIOM!
FUTA FATA 2017 (CRUA) 24LCH €9.95 ISBN 9781910945681 

Taitneoidh Bí ag Spraoi Liom! go mór le páistí óga de bharr na béime a chuireann an 
t-údar ar thábhacht an spraoi. Ba mhaith le Lúna am a chaitheamh lena Mamaí ach 
níl an t-am ag Mamaí don spraoi. Feictear sna léaráidí áille go bhfuil go leor cúram ar 
Mhamaí agus go gcaithfidh sí an obair ar fad a dhéanamh. Cuireann Devlin béim ar 
chruthaitheacht an chailín óig, áfach, nuair a chumann sí meaisín ama a chabhraíonn 
leo am a chaitheamh le chéile ag spraoi. [MNicanB] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Beag Bídeach le Sadhbh Devlin agus Róisín Hahessy

AME DYCKMAN illustrated by ZACHARIAH OHORA
WOLFIE THE BUNNY
ANDERSEN PRESS 2016 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781783443871

When the Bunny family find a baby wolf left at their front door, Mama and Papa 
embrace him as one of their own. However, sister Dot eyes her new brother with 
suspicion, insisting, ‘He’s going to eat us all up!’ – but is this really what threatens 
her? A clever, endearing and amusing tale, with equally charming illustrations, 
charting the journey from sibling rivalry to love and loyalty. Ideal for any child who 
has gained a new sibling, especially through adoption, fostering or a blended family. 
[SDal] 
READ ALSO: Guji Guji by Chih-Yuan Chen
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IAN EAGLETON illustrated by CLARA ANGANUZZI
VIOLET’S TEMPEST
L ANTANA PUBLISHING 2021 (HBK) 32PP £11.99 ISBN 9781911373520

Violet has been losing confidence lately, and when she is cast as the fairy Ariel in her 
school’s production of The Tempest, she is plagued by anxiety and self-doubt – she 
feels too heavy to fly like the graceful fairies she’s seen before. With support from her 
loving nan and uncles at home, Violet works hard at rehearsing and making the most 
of this opportunity, despite her nerves. A beautiful story about expressing yourself 
despite self-doubt, with gentle, dreamy illustrations celebrating body positivity and 
diverse families. [NG] 
READ ALSO: No Longer Alone by Joseph Coehlo and Robyn Wilson-Owen

LAURA GALLAGHER illustrated by NICCI MARTIN
ROBO-BABIES
OWLET PRESS 2020 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781913339043

Through simple yet ingenious analogous storytelling, Robo-Babies covers all of the 
bases in helping young readers learn more about the many ways babies and families 
are made, including IVF, donation, surrogacy and adoption. It offers clever and 
accurate analogies, without going in to any kind of advanced detail, depicting an 
alien planet inhabited by diverse robot families, each of which ‘starts with love’. With 
fun, cute and quirky illustrations, full of bold colours and shapes, this picturebook is 
perfect for introducing these complex topics to young readers. [JSha] 
READ ALSO: An ABC of Families by Abbey Williams and Paulina Morgan

AOIFE GREENHAM
BIG DANCE
CHILD’S PL AY 2021 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781786285683

It’s nearly time for the Big Dance and Pippa is worried. What if her special moves are 
rubbish? Thanks to her family and friends’ understanding, patience and love, she will 
eventually see that the dance can only be ‘big’ if she takes part in it, because the Big 
Dance is ‘where we are all the same and all different, [w]here we can all be ourselves 
together’. This charming reflection on the individual and the collective is an absolute 
riot of colours and shapes. A brilliant, energetic début! [JSau] 
READ ALSO: Everybody Has a Body by Jon Burgerman

CARYL HART illustrated by NICK EAST
KNOCK KNOCK SUPERHERO 
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781444945942

Knock Knock Superhero is the new rip-roaring rhyming and counting picturebook 
in the exciting Knock Knock series. Follow an ordinary little boy as he teams up 
with superhero Pasta Man and a wonderfully diverse gang of Muscle Mums, Glasses 
Girls, Gadget Grannies, Brainy Boys and Stretchy Stepdads in order to defeat the 
dreaded Madame Chilli! This action-packed adventure is sure to keep kids engaged 
and entertained, with its wild illustrations, amusing detail, silly rhymes and unique 
superheroes who combat evil and stereotypes! [IC] 
READ ALSO: A Superhero Like You by Dr Ranj and Liam Darcy
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KAREN HESSE illustrated by G. BRIN KARAS 
NIGHTS WITH DAD
WALKER BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781406386837

When the sun sets and the city sleeps, a son and father leave their flat, heading by 
motorcycle to dad’s nightshift as a school caretaker. As dad cleans offices, halls and 
the gym, the boy finds imaginative ways to play around him. The subtle yet evocative 
illustrations make stunning use of tone and shade, allowing ordinary but tender moments 
to shine in the dusk and moonlight. A simple but profound story showing how ordinary 
moments can become extraordinary in the company of a loved one. [AMer] 
READ ALSO: Afraid of the Dark by Lucy Farfort, Isabel Otter and Sarah Shaffi

GILLIAN HIBBS 
COVERED IN ADVENTURES
CHILD’S PL AY 2021 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781786283474 

Sasha’s dads want her to get a new jumper, as her old one is full of scuffs and stains. 
But where the grown-ups see mess, Sasha sees all the fun she’s had with her friends and 
family. The adventures Sasha shares with her friends – from building pirate ships and 
volcanoes, to playing football and camping – are not bound by gender or ability. This is 
a glorious celebration of childhood. The illustrations are bright and joyful and celebrate 
diversity in both families and friendships. [LB] 
READ ALSO: The Girl with Two Dads by Mel Elliott

DAISY HIRST  
I DO NOT LIKE BOOKS ANYMORE! 
WALKER BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 40PP £7.99 ISBN 9781406382914 

Natalie is struggling with her reading. Finding that the words in her storybooks 
look scrambled and wrong on the page, Natalie declares that she does not like books 
anymore. The struggles of learning to read and wanting proper stories are captured very 
well in this book, and Hirst’s charming, naïve style is perfectly suited to the subject 
matter. An excellent book for struggling readers and picturebook lovers alike. [LP] 
READ ALSO: Talking Is Not My Thing by Rose Robbins

YASMEEN ISMAIL  
SPECS FOR REX 
BLOOMSBURY CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2014 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781408836972 

What a day Rex has at school when he wears his loathed new glasses for the first time! 
Fluid watercolour images capture the energy of Rex and his classmates, filling the 
pages with gusto as Rex tries ploy after ploy to conceal his round red specs. Then, 
when he hides his head in the waste bin, he finds teacher’s missing whistle. Suddenly, 
this changes things. Thanks to his specs he is a hero and gets a big gold star, and a new 
friend too. Great fun! [VCog] 
READ ALSO: Benjamin and the Super Spectacles by Rachel Bright
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OLIVER JEFFERS aistrithe ag MÁIRE ZEPF
ANSEO ATÁ MUID:  
NOTAÍ FAOI CHÓNAÍ AR AN DOMHAN
FUTA FATA 2018 (CRUA) 36LCH €16.95 ISBN 9781910945391

Is scéal deas é seo chun comhrá a thosú ar an domhan mór lasmuigh den seomra codlata. 
Aistriúchán atá ann ar Here We Are: Notes for Living on Planet Earth. Déanann an 
tuismitheoir cur síos ar na féidearthachtaí atá ann don pháiste beag agus é ag fás aníos. 
Cuireann na léaráidí beoga lándaite a leathnaíonn amach ar gach leathanach leis an 
mbéim dhóchasach. Tá léargas ann ar an éagsúlacht shaibhir atá sa domhan agus tugann 
an tuismitheoir comhairle an-luachmhar don pháiste óg: ‘… bí cineálta. Tá go leor ann do 
gach duine’. [CMD] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Gach Dath Faoin Spéir le Jennifer Moore-Mallinos, Tadhg Mac 
Dhonnagáin agus Marta Fabrega  

NANCY JOHNSON JAMES illustrated by CONSTANCE MOORE
BROWN: THE MANY SHADES OF LOVE
ABRAMS 2020 (HBK) 32PP £11.99 ISBN 9781944903985 

A young boy lovingly describes the varied skin tones of his immediate and extended 
family through simple lyrical rhyme, accompanied by childlike portraits in gentle crayon 
and watercolour. The author uses evocative, figurative language that draws on nature and 
food and appeals to all the senses – ‘My mama’s brown is chocolate. It’s clear, dark, and 
sweet. My daddy’s brown is an autumn leaf, like a field of wheat.’ A gorgeous celebration 
of the brown palette and the many different shades in a united family. [SDal] 
READ ALSO: Hey You! by Dapo Adeola et al.

NADINE KAADAN 
TOMORROW
L ANTANA PUBLISHING 2019 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781911373445

Yazan can’t understood why he is no longer allowed to go outside, play with friends or even 
attend school. His parents have changed, now glued to the news. Yazan feels bored and 
very stuck, but what can he do? An eye-opening book giving child readers a glimpse into 
life in a war-torn area, but also relatable to anyone coping with difficult circumstances such 
as recent lockdowns. The illustrations make powerful use of colour, shadow and shape to 
evoke an emotional journey of confusion, fear and, ultimately, hope. [KB] 
READ ALSO: The Day War Came by Nicola Davies and Rebecca Cobb

HENA KHAN illustrated by SAFFA KHAN
LIKE THE MOON LOVES THE SKY
CHRONICLE BOOKS 2020 (HBK) 40PP £12.99 ISBN 9781452180199

This book is a quiet incantation of good will and kind blessings inspired by the teachings 
of the Quran. Through a mother’s voice, the story tells of her unconditional love for 
her child in rhyming couplets. Accessible in language and content, the mother’s hopes 
and wishes for her child are universal, with the added refrain inspired by the Quran – 
‘Inshallah’ or ‘God willing’. Khan’s distinctive and colourful illustrations will capture the 
imagination of young readers with warm everyday scenes. [OH] 
READ ALSO: Goodnight World by Nicola Edwards and Hannah Tolson
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JODIE LANCET-GRANT illustrated by LYDIA CORRY
THE PIRATE MUMS
OXFORD UNIVERSIT Y PRESS 2021 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9780192777799

Billy’s parents are not like everyone else’s. His mums are always singing sea shanties, 
have a pet parrot and use smelly old maps instead of a satnav. It’s so embarrassing. 
Billy wishes his family was ‘normal’. But then a swashbuckling adventure changes 
everything. This is an entertaining story about appreciating the value of being unique. 
The quirky illustrations match the energetic story and have lots of fun details for 
readers to enjoy. A lively book perfect for reading aloud. [JD] 
READ ALSO: My Daddies! by Gareth Peter and Garry Parsons 

HANNAH LEE illustrated by ALLEN FATIMAHARAN
MY HAIR
FABER & FABER 2019 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9780571346875

The main character in My Hair is considering her birthday hairstyle. Her family’s and 
friends’ hair reflect their personalities, from dazzling dreadlocks and proud cornrows 
to experimental fades and handsome headwear. For this little girl, hair isn’t fashion 
but what she wants to show the world: joy and pride in who she is. Fatimaharan’s 
illustrations are warm and textured, each head of hair unique and imaginative. In the 
end, the main character chooses a glorious Afro – because she deserves a crown of her 
very own. [CK] 
READ ALSO: Sofia the Dreamer and Her Magical Afro by Jessica Wilson and Tom 
Rawles 

HANNAH LEE illustrated by ALLEN FATIMAHARAN
THE RAPPING PRINCESS
FABER & FABER 2021 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9780571361151

Princess Shiloh dreams of singing as beautifully as all the other 
princesses. Unfortunately, she simply doesn’t have the talent; but fortunately, she 
soon discovers a talent for and love of rapping! This rhythmic, rhyming and catchy 
picturebook is a fresh, funky take on a fairy tale, interweaving Black musical 
genres and African dress and cultures of past and present. With vibrant, exuberant 
illustrations, this is an empowering, upbeat celebration of the power that comes from 
finding your voice and marching to the beat of your own drum. [CF] 
READ ALSO: Billy and the Beast by Nadia Shireen

JESSICA LOVE
JULIAN IS A MERMAID
WALKER BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 40PP £7.99 ISBN 9781406386424

Julian spots three women dressed as mermaids on the subway. Their bright hair, 
fishtail dresses and sparkling jewellery are dazzling. Julian is transported into a 
magical, colourful daydream and wants to be a mermaid too. At home, Julian makes 
a dress and headdress out of household objects. But what will Nana think of the 
messy living room and of Julian’s fabulous outfit? This enchanting picturebook shows 
the glorious joy of expressing yourself. The vibrant illustrations, brimming with 
personality, are sure to enchant any reader. [JD] 
READ ALSO: Julian at the Wedding by Jessica Love 
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FRAN MANUSHKIN illustrated by LAUREN TOBIA 
HAPPY IN OUR SKIN
WALKER BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781406378887

A riotous celebration of the wondrous variety and aspects of our skin, from its various 
tones and features to its power and protection, functionality and individuality. 
Manushkin’s simple rhyming text is bouncy and joyful, with quirky observations on 
scabs and goosepimples, perfect for reading aloud. There is also plenty to pore over in 
Tobia’s bright and bustling city spreads, featuring an array of families and neighbours 
of various colours, abilities, orientations, religions and beyond enjoying themselves 
out and about in the sunshine. A delight! [AMcD] 
READ ALSO: Happy to Be Me by Emma Dodd
 
ISABELLE MARINOV illustrated by CHRIS NIXON
LEO AND THE OCTOPUS
TEMPL AR BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781787416550

Leo feels that the world is far too loud and that nobody understands him. When he 
goes on a school trip to the aquarium, Leo meets Maya, an octopus, and the more he 
learns about her, the less alone he begins to feel. With dreamy aquatic illustrations 
and simple, endearing text, this is an enchanting picturebook promoting empathy 
and inclusion. An encouraging, perceptive tale, which may be especially relatable for 
children on the autistic spectrum or anyone who feels that they don’t ‘fit in’. [HS] 
READ ALSO: A Friend for Henry by Jenn Bailey and Mika Song

TOM McLAUGHLIN 
ALONG CAME A DIFFERENT 
BLOOMSBURY CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781408888940 
The Reds love being red, what with all the cool red hats, the red apples and the 
singing of red songs. But then along come the Yellows, and if that wasn’t bad enough, 
here come the Blues … The different colour tribes are suspicious of each other’s 
differences and draw up borders and rules. An uneasy peace reigns, until a really 
different different arrives. This picturebook deals in a simple way with complex issues 
like racism, exclusion, bullying and cultural appropriation. [AlaN] 
READ ALSO: The New Neighbours by Sarah McIntyre

WENDY MEDDOUR illustrated by DANIEL EGNÉUS
LUBNA AND PEBBLE
OXFORD UNIVERSIT Y PRESS 2020 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9780192767257

Lubna found her best friend, Pebble, on the beach when they arrived. She tells 
Pebble everything – about her brothers, home and war. Pebble always listens and 
smiles when she is afraid. One day, Amir arrives lost and alone in the City of Tents. 
Lubna and Pebble make a new friend. The day comes that Lubna has to leave, and 
she understands Amir needs Pebble more than she does. This touching, stunningly 
illustrated story shows that imagination, friendship and kindness can grow even in 
the most difficult places. [MEJ] 
READ ALSO: Boundless Sky by Amanda Addison and Manuela Adrani



AOIS 0–2 AGE 0–2

40 AN TREOIR LÉITHEOIREACHTA MAIDIR LE hÉAGSÚLACHT, CUIMSIÚ AGUS LÉIRIÚ40 AN TREOIR LÉITHEOIREACHTA MAIDIR LE hÉAGSÚLACHT, CUIMSIÚ AGUS LÉIRIÚ

AOIS 2–4 AGE 2–4

WENDY MEDDOUR illustrated by CINDY WUME 
NOT IN THAT DRESS, PRINCESS! 
OT TER-BARRY BOOKS 2021 (HBK) 32PP £12.99 ISBN 9781913074012

Princess Bess is fed up of being told of all the fun and challenging things she can’t do 
when wearing a dress. Spirited Bess sets out to prove she can, in fact, do anything in a 
dress, from eating and dancing to skiing and rocket-launching. With fun rhyme and 
refrain, lively illustrations and plenty of adventure, this playful picturebook conveys an 
important message about gender equality and self-expression. A wonderful celebration 
of being true to yourself, this book will be asked for again and again [RCaf] 
READ ALSO: I’m a Girl! by Yasmeen Ismail

KATE MILNER 
IT’S A NO-MONEY DAY 
BARRINGTON STOKE 2019 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781781128817 

During a ‘no-money’ day, a mother and child head to the food bank. Despite their 
difficult circumstances, the pair still have good fun, whether reading, singing, 
chasing pigeons or dressing up at the charity shop. And on the way home, they play 
the ‘maybe-one-day’ game. Milner’s illustrations are layered and delicate with soft 
colours, and a powerful scene at the food bank shows how the entire fabric of society 
has been affected by economic recession. A sensitive yet hopeful depiction of a family 
living in poverty. [MAS] 
READ ALSO: Invisible by Tom Percival

MARY MURPHY 
ONLY A TREE KNOWS HOW TO BE A TREE
OT TER-BARRY BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781913074524

Beginning with the remarkable wonder of trees, Murphy celebrates every person and 
every thing for its uniqueness, from birds and dogs, to clouds and comets and the 
wider universe, all the way to Earth and the humans who inhabit it. With endearing, 
childlike lettering and illustrations, this book shows children of all shades and 
abilities, illuminated in vibrant colour, delighting in the harmony of nature. An 
uplifting introduction to the essence of things and concept of self, affirming there is a 
place for everything and that everyone belongs. [KMcC] 
READ ALSO: I Like Bees, I Don’t Like Honey! by Sam Bishop and Fiona Lumbers

MARY MURPHY illustrated by ZHU CHENG-LIANG
WHAT I LIKE MOST
WALKER BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781406392999

A small girl narrates the many things she likes most: looking out her window, apricot 
jam, her flashing shoes, a nearby river, her pencil. Although her interests may change, 
there is one love which will endure – the bond of mother and daughter. Murphy’s 
lyrical text beautifully evokes a childlike voice and viewpoint, and Zhu Cheng-Liang’s 
gorgeous illustrations conjure a tender, comforting atmosphere, centring the love of 
an East Asian family. A gentle but profound ode to growing, looking, feeling and 
enjoying the world around you. [HS]
READ ALSO: They Say Blue by Jillian Tamaki
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BRIGITA OREL illustrated by JENNIE POH
THE PIRATE TREE
L ANTANA PUBLISHING 2019 (HBK) 32PP £11.99 ISBN 9781911373872

Sam imagines herself an intrepid captain of a large ship, sailing across dangerous 
seas. Agu, a Nigerian child and a newcomer to the area, asks to join Sam’s exciting 
imaginary adventure, but Sam does not want to play with Agu. When Agu shares 
with Sam his knowledge of Nigeria, and his real-life sailing experience, the barrier 
between the two characters falls away and a friendship blossoms. With beautiful, 
gentle illustrations, this is a reassuring story of a multicultural friendship that 
flourishes through imaginative play. [SioM] 
READ ALSO: A Story about Afiya by James Berry and Anna Cunha 

ISABEL OTTER illustrated by HARRIET LYNAS   
THIS LOVE
LIT TLE TIGER GROUP 2021 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781848578548

This Love is a collection of the many special moments that different people feel love 
across the globe. We travel through continents and cultures, landscapes and seasons, 
witnessing children playing, gardening, reading, cycling and watching fireworks 
with beloved friends and family members. We meet people of various ages, races, 
faiths and sexual orientations, with the sentiment that love unites them all powerfully 
emphasised. The rhythmic, rhyming text is soothing and heartfelt, accompanied by 
vibrant, heartwarming illustrations and striking die-cuts. [SCar] 
READ ALSO: Under the Love Umbrella by Davina Bell and Allison Colpoys

ALEXANDRA PENFOLD illustrated by SUZANNE KAUFMAN 
ALL ARE WELCOME
BLOOMSBURY CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 40PP £6.99 ISBN 9781526604071

A beautiful showcase of a modern school community, in which children of various 
nationalities, cultures, languages, races, abilities and family backgrounds play, learn 
and express themselves together. The engaging rhyme and repetition make this an 
ideal read-aloud for children to chant along with. The bright, colourful illustrations 
feature delightfully diverse individuals and dress, with an array of flags, globes and 
maps blended into the school backdrops. A warm, inclusive book, encouraging 
children to foster friendships, celebrate differences and share their individual cultures, 
stories and interests. [KL] 
READ ALSO: We Are Together by Britta Teckentrup

JANE PORTER illustrated by MAISIE PARADISE SHEARRING 
THE BOY WHO LOVED EVERYONE
WALKER BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781406392876

Dimitri loves his teacher, his classmates, the neighbour on the bench, even the class 
guinea pig! Although he is fond of telling them so, nobody but his mum says it back. 
Dimitri is confused and upset at first, but his mum helps him to see the different 
ways in which individuals express love and spread kindness. Dimitri’s social circles 
feature a diverse array of individuals, depicted through tender, colourful illustrations. 
A sweet, endearing picturebook, ideal for exploring multicultural and neurodiverse 
experiences, feelings and relationships. [VLem] 
READ ALSO: Meesha Makes Friends by Tom Percival
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RUTH QUAYLE illustrated by JEZ TUYA
SUZY ORBIT, ASTRONAUT
NOSY CROW 2019 (HBK) 32PP £11.99 ISBN 9781788004602

When Suzy Orbit, space engineer, and boss Captain Gizmo are called on for help from 
planet Earth, Suzy knows she can create the gadgets needed. However, her captain 
doesn’t believe she can do it and insists on buying everything instead – with disastrous 
results! Suzy eventually saves the day, showing young Black girls that they should never 
listen to anyone who doubts their abilities. The lively illustrations are jam-packed with 
fun details related to space and engineering, and the endpapers featuring Suzy’s designs 
are a particular treat! [NG] 
READ ALSO: Izzy Gizmo by Pip Jones and Sara Ogilvie 

RANJIT SINGH illustrated by MEHRDOKHT AMINI
NIMESH THE ADVENTURER
L ANTANA PUBLISHING 2018 (HBK) 32PP £11.99 ISBN 9781911373247

On his way home from school, Nimesh lets his imagination loose, turning corridors, 
streets and shops into ocean beds, polar ice wastes and pirate ships. His imaginary 
landscapes are just as delightful as the multicultural school and city décor in Amini’s 
mixed media illustrations, where sushi joints sit beside Indian craft shops and Asian 
supermarkets. Urban readers especially should find plenty to relate to here, and 
all sleuths will enjoy spotting what sparks Nimesh’s imaginings in this tale of the 
extraordinary ordinary and the wonders of home. [JSau] 
READ ALSO: A Gift for Amma by Meera Sriram and Mariona Cabassa

STEPHANIE STANSBIE illustrated by KATY HALFORD
MY FRIENDS AND ME: A CELEBRATION OF 
DIFFERENT KINDS OF FAMILIES
LIT TLE TIGER GROUP 2020 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781788817318

Some of Jamie’s friends have two moms while some have two dads. Some of them have 
two beds in two different houses while others live on a boat. While all these families 
might look different, there are some things they all have in common – they are filled 
with love (and the adults are bad at dancing!). Jamie’s upbeat narration, alongside 
colourful illustrations, captures the joy of family life. Attentive young readers will love 
reading Jamie’s captions and finding the small, funny details on every page. [NG] 
READ ALSO: We Are Family by Patricia Hegarty and Ryan Wheatcroft

ALEXANDRA STRICK illustrated by STEVE ANTONY
YOU CAN!
OT TER-BARRY BOOKS SEPT 2021 (HBK) 32PP £12.99 ISBN 9781913074609

This project is based on several years of consultation with children and young people aged 
eight to eighteen, from a diverse range of backgrounds and experiences. The result is a 
reflection on the lives of fourteen children – we see them grow from toddlers to young 
adults – and represents what those real-life children would say to their younger selves to 
inspire, comfort and encourage them for their futures. This empowering book offers gentle 
guidance on day-to-day life and reminds every child that they can be themselves. [JMur] 
READ ALSO: Choices by Roozeboos
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MARGARET STURTON 
A FOX CALLED HERBERT
ANDERSEN PRESS 2021 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781783449330

Born a rabbit, bright young Herbert is determined to become a fox, but through 
his efforts meets the ire of his mother, who just wants him to ‘be a good rabbit’. An 
impossible ask for Herbert who, throughout this charming picturebook, transforms 
himself into a red-dotted, pointy-eared, bushy-tailed fox. With bright, expressive 
illustrations, this is a positive, heartwarming story about the struggles of becoming 
who you’ve always wanted to be and eventually finding acceptance, expertly crafted 
for young children. [IC] 
READ ALSO: Introducing Teddy by Jess Walton and Dougal MacPherson 

CLARE HELEN WELSH illustrated by ASHLING LINDSAY  
THE TIDE 
LIT TLE TIGER GROUP 2020 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781788810869

Warmly illustrated, this book charts a busy day at the beach for a little girl and her 
grandad, while her interior monologue mulls over her discussions with her mum 
about her grandad’s forgetfulness. The metaphor of the tide to explain the effect 
dementia has on people’s memories is beautiful. Images and text wash in and out of 
the child’s present experience and recent memories, and beautiful colours and shapes 
combine with an accessible and unsentimental text to create a cleverly comforting, 
coherent reflection on living and loving with dementia. [AP] 
READ ALSO: Joy by Corrinne Averiss and Isabelle Follath 

HARRY WOODGATE 
GRANDAD’S CAMPER
ANDERSEN PRESS 2021 (HBK) 32PP £12.99 ISBN 9781783449835

Grandad’s Camper is a beautiful story of a modern mixed-race family experiencing 
loss. Grandad and Gramps’s life together was filled with affection and adventure, but 
now that Gramps isn’t around anymore, Grandad just doesn’t feel the same. Their 
granddaughter helps Grandad process his grief by revisiting treasured memories and 
honouring the exciting life the men had together. Through heartfelt storytelling and 
vibrant illustrations, Woodgate pays homage to family and LGBTQ+ experience, and 
reminds us to cherish the memory and legacy of our loved ones. [ABry] 
READ ALSO: Uncle Bobby’s Wedding by Sarah Brannen and Lucia Soto

M.O. YUKSEL illustrated by HATEM ALY
IN MY MOSQUE
FARSHORE 2021 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9780755502608

In My Mosque is a wonderful introduction to and joyful celebration of mosques, 
narrated by a young child revelling in the happiness of participation, gathering with 
family and friends of all ages and backgrounds, and the strength of community spirit. 
‘I look up at the high circular dome and pointed archways and my mosque feels safe 
like home.’ The stunning illustrations display the beauty of a mosque’s architecture 
and interior and the many joyful activities therein, from the call to prayer to sharing 
stories. [SQ] 
READ ALSO: Crescent Moons and Pointed Minarets by Hena Khan and  
Mehrdokht Amini 
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DAPO ADEOLA illustrated by DAPO ADEOLA,  
ALYSSIA JOHNSON, SHAREE MILLER et al.
HEY YOU!
PUFFIN BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 48PP £7.99 ISBN 9780241521946

Hey You! is a lesson in self-confidence for Black children growing up in a world that 
so often tells them something is wrong with them because of the colour of their skin. 
Dapo Adeola tells us ‘Love your beautiful skin’ and be proud of those who have come 
before you and are part of your heritage. This book carefully balances acknowledging 
the pervasiveness of racism with empowerment and joy, and the illustrations shine so 
bright that the message is clear: you stand on the shoulders of greatness. [MS] 
READ ALSO: Sophia the Dreamer and Her Magical Afro by Jessica Wilson and Tom 
Rawles

BEATRICE ALEMAGNA translated by JILL DAVIS
ON A MAGICAL DO-NOTHING DAY
THAMES & HUDSON 2018 (PBK) 48PP £6.99 ISBN 9780500651797

Mum and I are back again in a cabin in the middle of nowhere. It’s rainy and grey 
and Mum is working all day long. I miss Dad. All I can do is play video games. 
But when the game falls in a pond, a world of wonders suddenly appears. In this 
beautifully illustrated story, readers (re)discover the joys of nature and how it can help 
us reconnect with the people we love, even when they’re not around. Everyday can be 
a magical do-nothing day! [EJ] 
READ ALSO: Hilda and the Troll by Luke Pearson

JAKE ALEXANDER
WE WANT OUR BOOKS
TWO HOOTS 2021 (HBK) 32PP £12.99 ISBN 9781529049022

When Rosa learns that her local library is going to become a restaurant, she and her 
sister band together to protest. Focusing on a Black family, this picturebook shows 
the importance of standing up for what you believe in. A love letter to libraries and 
curiosity, the atmospheric illustrations use rich earthy tones. The text is sparse, so this 
picturebook can also be used as an early reader. [MT] 
READ ALSO: Libba: The Magnificent Musical Life of Elizabeth Cotton by Laura Viers 
and Tatyana Fazlalizadeh

JENN BAILEY illustrated by MIKA SONG 
A FRIEND FOR HENRY 
CHRONICLE BOOKS 2019 (HBK) 36PP £11.99 ISBN 9781452167916 

In this story the reader is immersed in Henry’s world, a place where it’s difficult 
to find a like-minded friend. The story shows the daily sensory and interpersonal 
challenges that a child with autism may need to navigate. It gently guides the reader 
through these moments and ends with a sweet connection to another person. The 
illustrations echo the gentle message, with their inky style and simple clarity. [ANíD] 
READ ALSO: This Beach Is Loud! by Samantha Cotterill
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ANDREA BEATTY illustrated by DAVID ROBERTS
SOFIA VALDEZ, FUTURE PREZ
ABRAMS BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 2019 (HBK) 40PP £12.99 ISBN 9781419737046

When her grandfather is injured at a local dumping ground, Sofia decides it has to go! 
Instead, she wants to turn the dump into a park for everyone. This book shows that 
even the smallest idea can have a huge impact. Using dynamic illustrations and lively 
rhyme, this picturebook is a great way to start a conversation about responsibility, 
ability and race. [MT] 
READ ALSO: Ada Twist, Scientist by Andrea Beaty and David Roberts

TAMI CHARLES illustrated by BRYAN COLLIER
ALL BECAUSE YOU MATTER
SCHOL ASTIC 2020 (HBK) 40PP £12.99 ISBN 9781338574852

This book reads like a love-letter to a child, any child, maybe all children. The 
reassuring refrain of the word ‘matter’ on almost every second page reinforces the 
message – that you matter, despite everything that may happen around you. Very 
much written as a reflection on racial injustice and the devastating effect it has had on 
generations of young Black children, this book is a hopeful reminder to everyone from 
marginalised backgrounds of the simple truth – ‘You mattered … / They mattered … / 
We matter … / and always will’. [JMur] 
READ ALSO: The Undefeated by Kwame Alexander and Kadir Nelson

JOSEPH COELHO illustrated by FIONA LUMBERS 
LUNA LOVES LIBRARY DAY 
ANDERSEN PRESS 2018 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781783445950 

Luna loves going to the library, especially because she gets to spend time with 
things she loves – books and her dad. Together they explore curiosities, mysteries 
and knowledge, and they even read a very special tale (a book within the book!) 
that relates to their own life. Luna Loves Library Day is an affectionate, loving and 
gentle story that approaches the subject of separated/divorced parents, brilliantly 
accompanied by spot-on heartwarming illustrations, ensuring that, no matter what, 
children will feel loved. [TK] 
READ ALSO: Others in the Luna Loves series, including Luna Loves Art

GAIA CORNWALL 
JABARI TRIES 
WALKER BOOKS 2020 (HBK) 32PP £12.99 ISBN 9781406395532

This book is the second in a series about Jabari, our young Black protagonist. 
Ambitious and independent, Jabari has big plans, and his adorable but annoying little 
sister, Nika, is getting in his way. Dad suggests he shifts his thinking a little, and 
soon Jabari’s thwarted plans become more achievable. Jabari is an earnest, resilient 
character who does not give up easily. This is a great book, part of a wider series, 
for anyone looking for a joyful story featuring a Black role model for their aspiring 
inventors! [CMul] 
READ ALSO: Astro Girl by Ken Wilson-Max
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NIKI DALY 
HOORAY FOR LOLO 
OT TER-BARRY BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 80PP £6.99 ISBN 9781910959695 

This book contains four easy-to-read stories. Lolo is a fun, thoughtful, caring young 
girl, who lives in South Africa with her mother and grandmother. She faces some 
challenges, like many girls her age: she gets mad at her best friend; she borrows her 
favourite library book; she visits the hospital; and she babysits. Lolo takes the reader 
on many adventures and the illustrations really bring the stories to life. [FM] 
READ ALSO: The No. 1 Car Spotter by Atinuke

ANDREA D’AQUINO 
A LIFE MADE BY HAND
PRINCETON ARCHITECTURAL PRESS 2019 (HBK) 40PP £12.99 ISBN 9781616898366

Bringing to life the early years and education of Japanese American sculptor Ruth 
Asawa, this book draws subtle attention to how Ruth’s lived experience informed her 
work. Author and illustrator Andrea D’Aquino draws a powerful line from Ruth’s 
childhood spent working on a farm to her formal education at Black Mountain 
College. Brought to life with a blend of collage and line drawings inspired by Ruth’s 
own work, this book is a gentle testimonial to the power of observation, curiosity and 
arts-based learning. [FS] 
READ ALSO: Yoko Ono: Little People, Big Dreams by Maria Isabel Sánchez Vegara 
and Momoko Abe 

NICOLA DAVIES illustrated by HANNAH PECK
MY BUTTERFLY BOUQUET
WREN & ROOK 2020 (HBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781526361318

A young girl recovering from a hospital stay finds the wintery world dull and 
uninspiring until her father takes her to visit a glasshouse full of butterflies. There the 
vibrancy and variety of the beautiful creatures both energise and intrigue the pair. 
Carrying that energy home, the family work to make their own garden a welcoming 
haven for the butterflies of spring. With gorgeous illustrations and text that seeks 
to gently educate as well as engage, My Butterfly Bouquet is a delight for all readers. 
[ERH] 
READ ALSO: Little Frida by Anthony Browne

NICOLA DAVIES illustrated by CATHY FISHER 
PERFECT 
GRAFFEG 2018 (PBK) 36PP £7.99 ISBN 9781912213498 

A rare and wonderful picturebook that tells the story of a young boy coming to 
terms with the arrival of a baby sister with special needs. His sister’s condition is not 
explained or diagnosed and the journey from sadness at unfulfilled expectations to 
acceptance and hope is portrayed with subtlety and artistry. Perfect is an ideal way to 
open up the subject of disability with children, as well as being a great story in its own 
right. [DSul] 
READ ALSO: Me and My Sister by Rose Robins
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MATT de la PEÑA illustrated by CHRISTIAN ROBINSON
MILO IMAGINES THE WORLD
TWO HOOTS 2021 (HBK) 40PP £12.99 ISBN 9781529066319

Milo and his sister take their monthly Sunday train ride to visit their mother, and 
a bubbling mix of emotions leaves Milo feeling like ‘a shook-up soda’. To distract 
himself, Milo draws pictures of what he imagines are the lives of the passengers 
around him. His sketches combine the freedom of a child’s imagination with the 
unromantic details from the real-world anchoring Milo. Dealing with the issue of 
parental incarceration in a sensitive and perceptive manner, Milo Imagines the World is 
a book to treasure. [ERH] 
READ ALSO: Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de la Peña and Christian Robinson

KATE DePALMA illustrated by NELLEKE VERHOEFF
THE BREAD PET: A SOURDOUGH STORY
BAREFOOT BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781646860654

Cora has been gifted some sourdough starter and instructions to keep it growing. The 
‘bread pet’ quickly becomes a very active part of her inclusive home. As her kitchen 
becomes overwhelmed with starter and surplus loaves, her mum and mama step in to 
help Cora feed their multi-ethnic community. The rich diversity of Cora’s community 
is affectionately captured with textural illustrations, and Cora’s signature cobalt-blue 
hearing aids, yellow hair clips and light-blue glasses add colour and vibrance to each 
page’s gentle and warm palette. [FS] 
READ ALSO: The Moonlight Zoo by Maudie Powell-Tuck and Karl James Mountford

JUNO DÍAZ illustrated by LEO ESPINOSA
ISLANDBORN
ROCK THE BOAT (ONEWORLD) 2018 (HBK) 48PP £10.99 ISBN 9781786074775 

Although she is surrounded by the vibrant and colourful elements of where she comes 
from, Lola, like many children, lives in a land she and her family were not born in, 
and memories of home are detailed through food, music and weather. She only really 
understands this when her class must draw where they are from. With the help of 
neighbours, friends and her abuela, Lola discovers where she is from and who she is: 
she is Islandborn. A wonderfully rich reading experience. [MS] 
READ ALSO: Akissi: Tales of Mischief  by Marguerite Abouet and Mathieu Sapin

IAN EAGLETON illustrated by JAMES MAYHEW
NEN AND THE LONELY FISHERMAN
OWLET PRESS 2021 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781913339098

This is the story of the romance between a lonely fisherman, named Ernest, and a 
merman, named Nen. Nen sings a sad song out across the ocean, which is finally 
heard by Ernest. However Nen’s father, Pelagios, does not want his son venturing to 
the surface world and sends a storm to separate them. This beautiful tale is matched 
by gorgeous illustrations by James Mayhew, and the romance is age appropriate and 
poignant. [PT] 
READ ALSO: Julian Is a Mermaid by Jessica Love



AOIS 0–2 AGE 0–2

50 AN TREOIR LÉITHEOIREACHTA MAIDIR LE hÉAGSÚLACHT, CUIMSIÚ AGUS LÉIRIÚ50 AN TREOIR LÉITHEOIREACHTA MAIDIR LE hÉAGSÚLACHT, CUIMSIÚ AGUS LÉIRIÚ

AOIS 5–8 AGE 5–8

MAZ EVANS illustrated by CHRIS JEVONS
THE EXPLODING LIFE OF SCARLETT FIFE
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 240PP £6.99 ISBN 9781444957679

Scarlett has trouble with her big feelings and sometimes they make things explode –  
like cake and smoothies. Things to be mad about include: William U from school, 
Mr Nibbles the school hamster and her mum, who keeps forgetting about her because 
she is working so hard. Scarlett loves to question everything, and she makes great fun 
of the grown-ups and the words they use. She is surrounded by a wonderful group of 
family and friends that help her with the feelings she can’t control. [MS] 
READ ALSO: Gnomes, Gnomes, Gnomes by Anne Fine

PATRICIA FORDE maisithe ag JOËLLE DREIDEMY 
LÍSÍN: NÍ BANPHRIONSA MÉ!
FUTA FATA 2013 (BOG) 48LCH €7.95 ISBN 9781906907846

Dar le Lísín, ní banphrionsa í ach foghlaí mara fíorchróga atá an-bhródúil as a 
cuid féiniúlachta. Ach iarrtar ar Lísín gúna bándearg galánta a chaitheamh agus a 
bheith ina banphrionsa i ndráma bliantúil na scoile. Ní mó ná sásta atá Lísín leis an 
gcinneadh seo … go dtí go bhfuil uirthi a buanna agus a scileanna foghlaí mara a 
úsáid le linn an tseó chun an dráma agus a cairde a shábháil! Pléitear steiréitíopaí 
inscne mar aon le cúrsaí aoise ar bhealach éadrom greannmhar. [SNíA] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Lísín: Scoil na bPáistí Deasa le Patricia Forde agus Joëlle Dreidemy

CORNELIA FUNKE illustrated by KASIA MATYJASZEK  
MOLLY ROGERS, PIRATE GIRL
BARRINGTON STOKE 2017 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781781126929 

Despite her size, Molly is a strong pirate girl sailing the seas to visit her grandmother. 
When she is captured by Captain Firebeard and his ship, the Horrible Haddock, she 
warns the crew that her mother, an even more ferocious pirate, will rescue her. Molly’s 
dream of being rescued by her mum comes true in this bright and colourful tale about 
adventure and bravery. Sans-serif font and cream pages have been carefully chosen 
to suit dyslexic readers, and all children will love the bright and bold illustrations. 
[AKer] 
READ ALSO: Mariella, Queen of the Skies by Eoin Colfer and Katy Halford

ROXANE MARIE GALLIEZ  
illustrated by SENG SOUN RATANAVANH
THANK YOU, MIYUKI
PRINCETON ARCHITECTURAL PRESS 2020 (HBK) 32PP £12.99 ISBN 9781616899011

Early in the morning, Miyuki observes Grandpa practising tai chi. She tries herself 
but it is hard and Miyuki goes to prepare tea instead. When she returns, Grandpa is 
sitting still, meditating, and Miyuki wants to meditate too. Quietly, Grandpa takes 
Miyuki’s hand, and together they walk along the river, observing the clouds, drinking 
raindrops falling from the sky. A whole day passes peacefully in landscapes full of 
wonder. In this third story in the series, Miyuki and Grandpa discover the joys of 
sharing simple moments together. [EJ] 
READ ALSO: There’s a Tiger in the Garden by Lizzy Stewart
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SARAH GARLAND aistrithe ag FIDELMA Ní GHALLCHOBHAIR
AZZI IDIR DHÁ STÓL
AN GÚM 2012 (CRUA) 36LCH €6.50 ISBN 9781857911565

Scéal corraitheach é seo faoi dhídeanaí óg atá ag dul i dtaithí ar shaol nua in áit 
choimhthíoch agus a ghlacann, de réir a chéile, leis an saol nua seo go gealgháireach. 
Músclaíonn na pictiúir laistigh mothúcháin láidre, go háirithe na léirithe de thionchar 
an chogaidh ar mhuintir Azzi. Ceiliúrtar neart agus dúchas an dídeanaí go croíúil agus 
cuirtear béim speisialta ar ról an phobail i dtacú leis an teaghlach. Scéal an-luachmhar 
chun eispéiris dídeanaithe óga a phlé le páistí agus comhbhá a chothú. [TF] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: An Fathach is Breátha sa Tír le Julia Donaldson, Tadhg Mac 
Dhonnagáin agus Axel Scheffler

MATT GOODFELLOW illustrated by YU RONG
SHU LIN’S GRANDPA
OT TER-BARRY BOOKS 2020 (HBK) 32PP £12.99 ISBN 9781913074029

Shu-Lin starts in a strange new school and she doesn’t speak much English. Can Shu-
Lin make friends in this new environment? When Shu-Lin’s grandpa comes in to show 
everyone his paintings, his art tells a story about dragons and dreams, and it brings 
everyone together. Shu-Lin teaches her classmates to draw dragons, and they begin 
to realise they have more in common than they first thought. The beautiful collage 
illustrations reflect Shu-Lin’s journey on the outside to becoming a part of this new 
community. [AKer] 
READ ALSO: What I Like Most by Mary Murphy and Zhu Cheng-Liang

ERIN GUNTI illustrated by ESTELÍ MEZA 
A PLACE TO STAY: A SHELTER STORY 
BAREFOOT BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781782858256

A young girl is worried when she and her mother check into a homeless shelter. Her 
mother helps to ease any anxiety by using her imagination to help her daughter 
adjust to the new situation. This beautifully illustrated picturebook demonstrates the 
love they have for each other and their resilience in the face of a scary situation. It 
also includes factual notes, explaining different reasons why people may experience 
homelessness and how shelters can help. [FM] 
READ ALSO: It’s a No-Money Day by Kate Milner

KONNIE HUQ 
COOKIE! AND THE MOST ANNOYING BOY IN 
THE WORLD
PICADILLY PRESS 2019 (PBK) 272PP £6.99 ISBN 9781848128095

Her name is Kanak in Bangladesh, where her mum’s from, but everyone calls her 
Cookie. Cookie’s best friend is moving away and the new boy in class is stirring things 
up. But Cookie’s a fighter and not prepared to give in easily. Told with funny drawings, 
diagrams and questionnaires, this book is a glimpse into the mind of a nine-year-old 
with a wild imagination and something to prove. Taking inspiration from author 
Konnie’s own London–Bangladeshi background and passion for science, it reads like 
your funny best friend’s diary. [HR] 
READ ALSO: Anisha, Accidental Detective by Serena Patel and Emma McCann
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MINA JAVAHERBIN illustrated by LINDSEY YANKEY  
MY GRANDMA AND ME 
WALKER BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781406390834 

From memories of her childhood, Iranian author Mina Javaherbin crafts a loving 
tribute to her grandmother in this moving picturebook. The soft pastel illustrations 
capture the small moments that created cherished memories, as Mina and her 
grandma wake up early for prayers, use an ingenious bread-delivery method and 
imagine a trip to the stars, her grandma’s chadors serving as the rocket-ship. A gentle 
story, sure to strike a chord with anyone who loves their grandmother and treasures 
the times spent together. [KR] 
READ ALSO: This Is How We Do It: One Day in the Lives of Seven Kids from Around 
the World by Matt Lamothe

ALEXANDRA KATONA illustrated by CLAUDIA NAVARRO 
DINNER ON DOMINGOS
BAREFOOT BOOKS SEPT 2021 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781646862948

A recognisable story for first- or second-generation immigrants, showing the 
combining of two cultures and languages. Alejandra’s favourite day of the week is 
Sunday, when she gets to spend the day with her large extended family. This book 
perfectly captures the warm chaos of a multi-generational family day (plus pets!). 
Alejandra’s abuelita, who speaks mostly Spanish, is, like all good grandmothers, 
quietly at the centre of it all, keeping her culture alive and communicating vibrantly 
through food and music and dancing. A feast in every sense! [JMur] 
READ ALSO: Alfie and Grandma by Shirley Hughes

KRISTA M. LAMBERT and CHRIS RIDDELL 
INDIGO TAKES FLIGHT
POP UP PROJECTS CIC 2021 (HBK) 32PP £12.99 ISBN 9781838323516 

Indigo’s secret weighs him down; he is struggling to come to terms with expressing 
his sexuality to his family and friends. This burden is represented by a dragon egg 
in the story, and as the dragon hatches and grows, Indigo isolates himself until he is 
alone and miserable. In this wonderful story that celebrates difference and acceptance, 
Indigo learns to embrace who he is. The text is written in short, accessible rhyme, 
which is ideal for reluctant readers, and the raw illustrations emphasise Indigo’s 
journey to self-acceptance. [AKer] 
READ ALSO: Felix’s New Skirt by Kerstin Brichzin and Igor Kuprin

JONARNO LAWSON illustrated by QIN LENG 
OVER THE SHOP
WALKER BOOKS 2021 (HBK) 48PP £12.99 ISBN 9781406396676

A young girl and her grandparent try to rent out the run-down flat above their shop 
in this gloriously illustrated wordless picturebook. A stream of prospective tenants 
fail to see the flat’s potential, while the visitors challenge the pair’s preconceptions 
of who they imagine as ideal neighbours. When a young couple eventually move 
in, the whole household begins to glow in a transformative spirit of community and 
inclusion. Warm, funny and relatable, Over the Shop is bound to charm readers of all 
ages. [ERH] 
READ ALSO: Mint Choc Chip at the Market Cafe by Jonathan Meres and Hannah 
Coulson
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SUMMER MACON 
UP AND DOWN MUM
CHILD’S PL AY 2019 (PBK) 36PP £6.99 ISBN 9781786283399

This book gently explains the everyday experiences of a child with a parent who has 
bipolar disorder. The book sensitively deals with the challenges, as well as highlighting 
the fun aspects, of having a parent who can be unpredictable. At the end there are 
helpful tips and concrete ideas for children to support them through the difficulties 
they may encounter. The illustrations are fun and light, and help to give a visual 
language to the text’s key message of acceptance. [ANíD] 
READ ALSO: Michael Rosen’s Sad Book by Michael Rosen and Quentin Blake

KATE MILNER 
NOWHERE TO CALL HOME
BARRINGTON STOKE 2021 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781781129579

This is a heart-wrenching but ultimately hopeful story about a girl whose family 
loses their house for financial reasons and needs to relocate to a hostel. Our brave 
protagonist outlines the experience from her perspective in simple terms. Her 
minimalist narrative is accompanied by detailed, tender illustrations that evoke the 
harsh realities of this little girl’s experience. An excellent role model for any young 
reader living in temporary accommodation, our optimistic protagonist is quick to find 
the positives in a situation with significant challenges. [CMul] 
READ ALSO: I Hope You Grow by Kids’ Own Publishing Partnership

HELEN MORTIMER illustrated by KATIE COTTLE
OMAR, THE BEES AND ME
OWLET PRESS 2021 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781913339067 

This is an inspiring story about sustainability, friendship and inclusivity. Join Omar, 
the new boy in school, recently arrived from Syria, and Maisie, his classmate, as their 
friendship blossoms through their mutual love of bees and beekeeping. With gorgeous 
illustrations by Katie Cottle, we follow Maisie and Omar and their class as they plant 
a wildflower corridor for the local bees. With themes of nature, community, diversity, 
and even a recipe for honey cake, this book beautifully conveys the importance of 
protecting the natural world around us. [SMM] 
READ ALSO: My Name Is Not Refugee by Kate Milner

IBTIHAJ MUHAMMAD and S.K. ALI illustrated by HATEM ALY 
THE PROUDEST BLUE 
ANDERSEN PRESS 2020 (PBK) 40PP £7.99 ISBN 9781783449729

Written from the perspective of Faizah about her big sister Asiya’s first day of 
wearing a hijab into school, this is a touching and empowering story that centres 
two sisters’ emergent sense of self. There are challenges for Asiya on this momentous 
day, but thanks to her mama, she knows just what to do. Asiya’s grace and dignity 
in the schoolyard embodies her mama’s wisdom: ‘if you understand who you are, 
one day they will too’. A powerful and important message for young readers of all 
backgrounds. [CMul] 
READ ALSO: A Strong Heart by Kids’ Own Publishing Partnership
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RICHARD O’NEILL  
illustrated by FERONIA PARKER THOMAS
POLONIUS THE PIT PONY
CHILD’S PL AY 2018 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781786281852

Oral traditions and values in the Traveller community are celebrated in this story of 
Polonius, a little pit pony, who escapes and longs for the freedom of the road with 
Daddo and his family. Lucretia adores him, and in return Polonius shows he has 
skills, ingenuity and courage. When weather threatens havoc can Polonius help? Will 
his friends listen to a little pit pony? Laced with facts and illustrations describing life 
down the pit and the Traveller way of life, this is a special story. [BFal] 
READ ALSO: Can’t Lose Cant by Kids’ Own Publishing Partnership

RICHARD O’NEILL illustrated by KIRSTI BEAUTYMAN
THE LOST HOMEWORK
CHILD’S PL AY 2019 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781786283450

Sonny is having a very busy weekend. He and his family and their wider Traveller 
community have a wedding to plan! But Sonny is so busy helping everyone out that 
he forgets where he left his homework book. A gentle story that opens readers up to 
Traveller culture and teaches the valuable lesson that we are always learning, and 
sometimes those lessons learnt outside of school are the most important. [MS] 
READ ALSO: This Giant Tent by Kids’ Own Publishing Partnership

DAV PILKEY
DOG MAN: MOTHERING HEIGHTS 
SCHOL ASTIC 2021 (HBK) 224PP £10.99 ISBN 9781338680454

The tenth book in this series finds Dog Man injured in the line of duty, but even the 
cone of shame from the vet can’t slow him down. An introspective Petey, single dad 
and former World’s Most Evilest Cat, reflects on why he turned bad in the first place 
and what helps him to remember the good in himself, all while his own dad breaks 
out of prison to cause widespread destruction. A warm story of redemption and love 
that’s lots of fun and crammed with jokes. [DMcG] 
READ ALSO: Isadora Moon: Gets into Trouble by Harriet Muncaster

ROSE ROBBINS
TALKING IS NOT MY THING!
SCALLYWAG PRESS 2021 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781912650590

Through bright, cheery illustrations, this heartwarming book tells the story of a little 
sister who is nonverbal and autistic but nevertheless has a close bond with her brother. 
Everyone in the family matters: she shows him a new game, he reads her a story and 
her grandmother understands when she needs help. This lovely story is a positive 
depiction of neurodiversity and will be meaningful to children with autism and to 
families who need an understanding of the condition. [MB] 
READ ALSO: Me and My Sister by Rose Robbins



AGE 0–2

55THE DIVE RSIT Y, INCLUSION AND RE PRE SE NTATION RE ADING GUIDE 55THE DIVE RSIT Y, INCLUSION AND RE PRE SE NTATION RE ADING GUIDE

AGE 5–8

JON ROBERTS illustrated by HANNAH ROUNDING
SEE WHAT I CAN DO! 
GRAFFEG 2021 (PBK) 36PP £7.99 ISBN 9781913733896

Celebrating diversity positively, this book really ‘sees’ the children’s experiences with 
different abilities in a creative way. Rounding’s illustrations are vibrant, colourful and 
full of movement as they draw you into the children’s lives. The stories are brimming 
with confidence and recognition of their ‘everyday’ with friends and family. ‘If I could 
tell my story …’ is echoed throughout to start the conversation of positive awareness 
from home to the classroom and playground and beyond, creating an interconnecting 
picture of diversity that impacts all our lives. [BFal] 
READ ALSO: Break the Mould by Sinéad Burke and Natalie Byrne

KRISTIN ROSKIFFE 
EVERYBODY COUNTS: A COUNTING STORY 
FROM 0 TO 7.5 BILLION 
WIDE EYED EDITIONS 2020 (HBK) 64PP £12.99 ISBN 9780711245235 

This colourful search-and-find picturebook takes you on a journey where you can 
count people, from 1 to 7.5 billion. You can learn about the characters’ lives and 
discover their stories and how they are connected. The descriptions of the characters 
are very precise, which makes it fun trying to figure out who is who! This book shows 
how everyone is different and celebrates it. It’s a book to read again and again. [FM] 
READ ALSO: All the Ways to Be Smart by Davina Bell and Allison Colpoys

ISABEL ROXAS 
THE ADVENTURES OF TEAM POM:  
SQUID HAPPENS
FLYING EYE BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 96PP £9.99 ISBN 9781912497256

United by a love of synchronised swimming, three girls from diverse backgrounds, 
Roberta, Ruby and Agnes, form Team POM (Pigeons, Ocean Stuff, Miscellaneous). 
While rehearsing their new routine, they discover Cyd, a giant squid, hiding in their 
clubhouse. Team POM must work together to perfect their routine while also keeping 
Cyd safe from a secret organisation that wants to capture him. Illustrator Isabel Roxas 
has packed this first graphic novel in a new series with bright panels brimming with 
character and fun – a joy to read. [DMcG] 
READ ALSO: Hilda and the Bird Parade by Luke Pearson 

PAUL RUSSELL illustrated by AŚKA
MY STOREE
EK BOOKS 2018 (HBK) 32PP £10.99 ISBN 9781925335774

What’s more important than spelling? Your imagination and telling your own stories, 
of course! This picturebook tells the story of a young boy who loves writing but has 
problems with spelling. It’s not until his new teacher, Mr Watson, tells him that 
‘creativity is what matters the most’ that the main character believes it. An inclusive 
and fun story for reluctant readers and writers or dyslexic children, with colourful 
drawings that will transport you to another world. [MT] 
READ ALSO: Mindful Kids: Dyslexia and Me by Amy Rainbow and Ellie O’Shea 
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PAUL RUSSELL illustrated by NICKY JOHNSTON 
THE INCREDIBLY BUSY MIND OF BOWEN 
BARTHOLOMEW CRISP 
EK BOOKS 2021 (HBK) 32PP £10.99 ISBN 9781925820881  

This is a gentle and heartfelt story of self-acceptance narrated by a boy who thinks 
differently to others around him. Bowen Bartholomew Crisp puzzles over the way his 
responses to questions are more analytic and involved than his classmates. He notices 
that his behaviour and way of thinking is not the same as most people’s, but luckily he 
has folk in his life who accept him as he is, appreciate his unique perspective and help 
him to find his place in the world. [JMcC] 
READ ALSO: Frog and Toad: The Complete Collection by Arnold Lobel

FELICITA SALA 
LUNCH AT 10 POMEGRANATE STREET
SCRIBBLE UK 2019 (HBK) 40PP £12.99 ISBN 9781911617983

Go on a culinary journey with the residents of 10 Pomegranate Street. Take a peek 
inside each apartment as they prepare wonderful dishes from each of their cultures. 
Learn recipes for oyako don from Miss Ishida, black bean soup from Señora Flores, 
baba ganoush from Mister Ibrahim and many more. Each of the diverse cast of 
characters is brought to life in cheerful watercolour and pencil illustrations. This 
unique picturebook will inspire meals that the whole family can enjoy. [KR] 
READ ALSO: A Year in Fleurville by Felicita Sala

FRANCESCA SANNA 
THE JOURNEY 
FLYING EYE BOOKS 2016 (HBK) 48PP £12.99 ISBN 9781909263994 

What is it like to have to leave everything behind and travel many miles to somewhere 
unfamiliar and strange? A mother and her two children set out on such a journey, 
one filled with fear of the unknown, but also great hope. With haunting echoes of 
the current refugee crisis, this beautifully illustrated book explores the unimaginable 
decisions made as a family leave their home and everything they know to escape the 
turmoil and tragedy brought by war. This book will stay with you long after the last 
page is turned. [JMur] 
READ ALSO: Journey by Aaron Becker

JORDAN SCOTT illustrated by SYDNEY SMITH
I TALK LIKE A RIVER
WALKER BOOKS 2021 (HBK) 40PP £12.99 ISBN 9781406397222

This book very gently illustrates the physical and emotional world of a child with a 
stutter. The bond he has with his dad helps him to understand his disability. Together 
they use the imagery of the ever-changing river to think about how he forms words 
differently. The illustrations bring the reader into the child’s emotional world. As he 
imagines verbalising sounds in different situations, the illustrations change to highlight 
the sensations he’s feeling, in a beautiful expression of his experience. [ANíD] 
READ ALSO: Feelings by Libby Walden
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KENESHA SNEED 
MANY SHAPES OF CLAY
PRESTEL 2021 (HBK) 44PP £11.99 ISBN 9783791374680 

Eisha lives with her mother, and in their basement is her mother’s pottery studio. 
Curious about her mother’s complex work, Eisha creates her own special piece from 
a simple ball of clay. As the clay dries and adapts to Eisha’s world, she considers the 
past, present and future. Through the medium of clay, this book brings Eisha gently 
through themes of loss, change and transience. Playful typographic setting enhances 
the simple earth-toned illustrations. This book elegantly confronts grief, memory, 
place, imagination and creative practice. [FS] 
READ ALSO: Mum’s Jumper by Jayde Perkin

CONSTANZE SPENGLER and KATJA GEHRMANN  
translated by SHELLEY TANAKA
SEAHORSES ARE SOLD OUT
GECKO PRESS 2021 (PBK) 40PP £7.99 ISBN 9781776573868

An only child of a single dad, Mika is bored when dad is busy working; but when dad 
lets Mika get a pet – Mika doesn’t stop at one! Introducing lots of unusual animals, 
using colourful illustrations, this book shows the importance of spending time 
together as well as being able to play on your own. A story that draws young readers 
in, making them feel part of the action! [MT] 
READ ALSO: My Dad by Susan Quinn and Marina Ruiz

MEERA SRIRAM illustrated by INÉS DE ANTUÑANO  
recipes by LAUREL PAULA JACKSON 
DUMPLING DAY 
BAREFOOT BOOKS SEPTEMBER 2021 (PBK) 40PP £7.99 ISBN 9781646862825  

A joyous celebration of food and family, this sweet and engaging picturebook visits 
several households in a neighbourhood as they each prepare a traditional kind of 
dumpling. Many kinds of families and cultures are shown and celebrated in the 
illustrations, with everyone coming together at the end at a picnic to share their food 
and have fun together. Authentic recipes for all the dumplings are included at the end, 
alongside a map showing where each recipe originates. [JMcC] 
READ ALSO: Full, Full, Full of Love by Trish Cooke 

PROF ANUK TOLA illustrated by ANJA SUŠANJ
THE SECRET LIVES OF MERMAIDS
FLYING EYE BOOKS 2020 (HBK) 64PP £14.99 ISBN 9781911171874

This beautifully illustrated encyclopaedia of merology explores the life of merpeople 
in the waters of the world. Underwater, there’s a secret world full of colour, rich in 
diversity. Learn about merpeople’s evolution, customs and languages and fun facts 
such as their swimming techniques. Historical tidbits, like the ‘Dethroning of the 
Walrus King’ by the Ambara merpeople, show how meticulously thought out this 
book is and how dedicated it is to merology. All ages will enjoy this imaginative 
compilation that promotes acceptance and protection of the oceans. [HR] 
READ ALSO: The Secret Lives of Unicorns by Dr Temisa Seraphini and Sophie Robin
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THRITY UMRIGAR illustrated by NIDHI CHANANI
BINNY’S DIWALI
SCHOL ASTIC 2020 (HBK) 40PP £9.99 ISBN 9781338364484

This book serves as both an introduction to and a celebration of Diwali – the Hindu 
Festival of Lights. Binny is so excited, but also nervous: today is the day she is sharing 
the story of her religion’s festival with her classmates – previously her friend Sara 
told the class about Rosh Hashanah, a Jewish festival. With her teacher’s help she 
overcomes her fears to tell her friends all about the lights and fireworks, and the 
celebration of goodness and hope. Information at the back further explains the ritual 
of light. [JMur] 
READ ALSO: The Miracle of Hanukkah by Malachy Doyle and Christopher Corr

DEBORAH UNDERWOOD illustrated by MEG HUNT
READING BEAUTY
CHRONICLE BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 24PP £6.99 ISBN 9781797211435

Princess Lex is a young Black girl who loves to read. In this fun reinvention of 
Sleeping Beauty, she saves herself from her own curse, which is to never read again. 
She uses her booksmarts to learn all she needs to know to help herself and a fairy 
to break the curse. This is a great read about self-empowerment and the power of 
education. The strength and self-assuredness Lex shows throughout the story will 
inspire young readers. [ANíD] 
READ ALSO: You’re Amazing, Anna Hibiscus! by Atinuke

ADRIENNE YABOUZA illustrated by ÉLODIE NOUHEN 
THE MAGIC DOLL: A CHILDREN’S BOOK 
INSPIRED BY AFRICAN ART 
PRESTEL 2020 (HBK) 32PP £10.99 ISBN 9783791374468 

A young girl in Africa tells us the story of how her parents struggled to conceive her. 
Her mother sought help in the form of a wooden fertility doll, whom she cared for 
like a real baby. This story explores her parents’ desire to have a child and the hope the 
doll brought them. The vibrant illustrations echo the message of love and hope found 
in this story. There are some endnotes included about the Akua’ ba or fertility doll. 
[FM] 
READ ALSO: A Story About Afiya by James Berry and Anna Cunha

MÁIRE ZEPF maisithe ag TARSILA KRÜSE 
NÁ GABH AR SCOIL!
FUTA FATA 2018 (BOG) 26LCH €9.95 ISBN 9781910945803

Is scéal greannmhar ó chroí é seo agus muid ag leanúint Mamaí agus Cóilín ar a 
chéad lá ar scoil. Léiríonn an t-údar na gnáthrudaí a bhaineann leis an gcéad lá ar 
scoil ar bhealach eile agus feictear go mbíonn tuismitheorí neirbhíseach chomh maith 
ó am go ham, agus go gcaithfidh an páiste aire a thabhairt don tuismitheoir. Leabhar 
álainn atá ann le léaráidí den scoth chun míniú go mbíonn na mothúcháin chéanna 
ag daoine fásta is a bhíonn ag páistí, gan an scéal a bheith róthrom. [DC] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Míp le Máire Zepf agus Paddy Donnelly
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Free To Be Me
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MARGUERITE ABOUET illustrated by MATHIEU SAPIN 
translated by JUDITH TABOY and MARIE BÉDRUNE
AKISSI: TALES OF MISCHIEF
FLYING EYE BOOKS 2008 (PBK) 144PP £12.99 ISBN 9781911171478

Inspired by the author’s experiences growing up in the Ivory Coast, this graphic novel 
series follows the madcap adventures of Akissi, a confident young girl who insists 
courage has nothing to do with her gender, age or height. Akissi deals with many 
challenges, but is always up to mischief, and is never afraid to stand up to mean 
teachers or fearsome bullies. Mathieu Sapin’s colourful and exuberant illustrations 
add a cheeky vibrancy to Akissi’s tales that are perfect for reluctant readers. [RCon] 
READ ALSO: Others in the Akissi series 

PATIENCE AGBABI
THE INFINITE
CANONGATE 2020 (PBK) 272PP £6.99 ISBN 9781786899651

Born on 29 February, Nigerian immigrant Elle is a ‘Leapling’ with ‘The Gift’ to leap 
across time. Ahead of her twelfth birthday and class trip to the Time Squad Centre in 
2048, Elle receives a mysterious SOS text from the future. Soon, Elle and her fellow 
Leaplings unravel a crime across time. The Leaplings are a vibrant cast of different 
personalities, races and even historical periods, and neurodivergent heroine Elle has a 
distinctive and compelling voice. The first in an empowering and thought-provoking 
adventure series. [EDal] 
READ ALSO: Being Miss Nobody by Tamsin Winter 

SAMANTHA BAINES illustrated by JESSICA FLORES 
HARRIET VERSUS THE GALAXY
KNIGHTS OF 2019 (PBK) 192PP £6.99 ISBN 9781999642587

Harriet discovers that her hearing aid is a useful tool when dealing with aliens. Get 
ready for planetary adventures as Harriet, her gran and two new friends try to stop 
an invasion. The black-and-white illustrations and ‘fact’ sheets introducing each 
planet are the perfect accompaniment to a funny and light-hearted story. Written by 
Samantha Baines and illustrated by Jessica Flores, Harriet Versus the Galaxy is about 
nurturing friendships, embracing and appreciating difference, defeating bullies and 
discovering where all the spare socks have gone! [ACJ] 
READ ALSO: Running on Empty by S.E. Durrant and Rob Biddulph

AVITAL BALWIT and ALEXIS DEACON 
THAT THING 
POP UP PROJECTS CIC 2021 (HBK) 32PP £12.99 ISBN 9781838323530

That Thing is a powerful story inspired by difference. A meeting with Frazier, a giant 
octopus, at the aquarium is an inspirational encounter. The story focuses on how our 
relationship with the natural world and animals can impact our relations with each 
other, and the valuable lessons humans can gain from different creatures. This book is 
included in the 10 Stories to Make a Difference collection. With loveable characters 
and beautiful illustrations by Alexis Deacon, this story will captivate a wide range of 
readers. [BB] 
READ ALSO: In Her Element by Jamila Gavin and Jacinta Read 
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ADAM BARON illustrated by BENJI DAVIES
BOY UNDERWATER
HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 256PP £6.99 ISBN 9780008267018

When the school organises swimming lessons, the unfortunately named Cymbeline 
Igloo brags about being brilliant – truth is, he can’t swim at all. One or two 
mortifying incidents later, his mum’s freaked out and landed herself in hospital. 
What’s going on, and what does it have to do with the water? This funny, tender book 
explores families of various kinds and the difficulties that they might face (money 
struggles, bereavement, lone parents, step-parents, discrimination, violence) with a 
light touch, accompanied by evocative ink sketches throughout. [CH] 
READ ALSO: Mascot by Anthony John

HELEN BATE 
THE LOST CHILD OF CHERNOBYL 
OT TER-BARRY BOOKS 2021 (HBK) 56PP £12.99 ISBN 9781913074715 

Inspired by the Chernobyl disaster of 1986, this book follows Anna and Klara, two 
old women who refuse to leave the danger zone following the destruction of the 
nuclear reactor. Years later, a child who has been living in the forbidden zone appears 
at their door. This bright graphic novel follows the search for the forgotten child of 
Chernobyl’s parents. An environmentalist tragedy with stunning illustrations and 
easy-to-follow diagrams, this story is ideal for any child interested in history or the 
natural world. [GG] 
READ ALSO: The Inkberg Enigma by Jonathan King 

SITA BRAHMACHARI illustrated by JANE RAY
WORRY ANGELS
BARRINGTON STOKE 2017 (PBK) 80PP £6.99 ISBN 9781781126950

Amy used to be home-schooled by her dad – but now that her parents have split up, 
it’s time for ‘real’ school. When she refuses, the school support service steps in, and it’s 
here she meets Rima, a refugee who shares her own story. The girls’ growing friendship, 
as well as a kind counsellor who provides art therapy, helps them both find ways of 
expressing difficult feelings. This sensitive story addressing both trauma (Rima) and 
anxiety (Amy) is particularly suitable for reluctant or struggling readers. [CH] 
READ ALSO: Stick Boy by Paul Comey

CATHERINE BRUTON
NO BALLET SHOES IN SYRIA 
NOSY CROW 2019 (PBK) 272PP £7.99 ISBN 9781788004503

Dedicated to the 11.5 million refugee children currently displaced and seeking 
asylum, Catherine Bruton’s No Ballet Shoes in Syria follows young Aya, who has fled 
from Aleppo to the United Kingdom. The frightening and very real portrayal of 
detention centres and rejected asylum claims is skilfully presented alongside universal 
themes of friendship and family. A moving and accessible book, No Ballet Shoes in 
Syria is a wonderful portrayal of the power that community – and, in this case,  
dance – has to transcend borders. [GG] 
READ ALSO: The Wild Folk by Sylvia Linsteadt 
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SUE CHEUNG 
MADDY YIP’S GUIDE TO LIFE
ANDERSEN PRESS 2021 (PBK) 256PP £7.99 ISBN 9781839130496

Maddy Yip is adrift among her madcap and chaotic Chinese English family. Aided 
by her drama-obsessed best friend, Dev, she desperately seeks to uncover whatever 
hidden talents she might have. Only then can she take her place in her family’s trophy 
cabinet. What follows is a series of disastrous attempts that leave a trail of destruction 
in her wake. Brilliantly illustrated and full of razor-sharp wit and dry humour, this 
will be lapped up by any middle child who longs to find their niche. [KMor] 
READ ALSO: Amber Undercover by Em Norry  

BRIAN CONAGHAN
CARDBOARD COWBOYS
BLOOMSBURY CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 352PP £6.99 ISBN 9781526628602

To avoid the bullies at school, Lenny skips class, and now it’s becoming a problem. 
His parents don’t have a clue, and the only person who could help is Lenny’s brother, 
Frankie. But he’s gone. Then Lenny meets Bruce, a homeless man, and they become 
unlikely friends. The lightness and humour in this story make the characters relatable. 
While serious issues of bullying and homelessness are sensitively covered, it is also 
a beautiful depiction of how prejudice and self-doubt can be overcome through 
friendship. [EF] 
READ ALSO: Where Do You Go, Birdy Jones? by Joanna Nadin

FRANK COTTRELL-BOYCE illustrated by STEVEN LENTON 
RUNAWAY ROBOT 
MACMILL AN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 272PP £7.99 ISBN 9781509887910

Set in a world run by artificial intelligence, this book tells the story of Alfie, a young 
boy who can’t clearly remember the accident where he lost his hand. As he tries to 
adjust to his new bionic prosthetic limb, a number of chance encounters leads to 
him meeting Eric, a large robot who is missing a leg. This is another heartwarming, 
original and funny story from Cottrell-Boyce, full of twists that wrap up in a neat and 
satisfying way in the end. [RdeB] 
READ ALSO: The Wild Robot Escapes by Peter Brown

BEN DAVIS
THE SOUP MOVEMENT
OXFORD UNIVERSIT Y PRESS 2020 (PBK) 320PP £6.99 ISBN 9780192749239

Jordan is just a normal kid, but what the kids in his new town don’t know is that 
he is in remission from cancer. It’s been a difficult road to recovery for Jordan, but 
his friend Rio inspires him to look outside of himself and try to make the world 
a better place through simple acts of kindness. While this book addresses several 
difficult themes, the emotional moments are balanced with an abundance of colourful 
characters, comedy and heart-warming expressions of human kindness. [ÓC] 
READ ALSO: The Cooking Club Detectives by Ewa Jozefkowicz
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BENJAMIN DEAN illustrated by SANDHYA PRABHAT
ME, MY DAD AND THE END OF THE RAINBOW
SIMON & SCHUSTER 2021 (PBK) 352PP £7.99 ISBN 9781471199738

Archie’s parents are acting strange and he’s sure it’s about a secret they’re keeping from 
him. Along with his best friends, Seb and Bell, Archie attempts to fix his family, even 
if it means a journey to London Pride and some broken rules along the way. Archie is 
a compelling character who draws you right in, and his relationships with others are 
described superbly. This joyful book is a celebration of family and friendship, and is 
full of humour and heart. [PS] 
READ ALSO: The Lotterys Plus One by Emma Donoghue

KATHRYN ERSKINE illustrated by WILLIAN SANTIAGO
MOCKINGBIRD
USBORNE PUBLISHING 2017 (PBK) 256PP £6.99 ISBN 9781409538585

Meet Caitlin, a young autistic girl who is attempting to make sense of many things in 
her life, including her brother’s death. Told from Caitlin’s perspective, the story gives 
the reader an insight into how she thinks. The contradictory nature of Mockingbird is 
delightfully surprising for the reader, as although the book raises dark themes, it does 
so with extreme care and tenderness. Kathryn Erskine’s writing is heartwarming and 
striking and will leave a lasting effect on all who read it. [RW] 
READ ALSO: How to Look for a Lost Dog by Ann M. Martin 

NIZRANA FAROOK 
THE BOY WHO MET A WHALE 
NOSY CROW 2021 (PBK) 194PP £7.99 ISBN 9781788009430

Twins Razi, a fisher boy who fears the sea following a tragic accident, and Shifa, a 
clever medicine enthusiast, discover a mysterious stranger washed up on the shores of 
their home. Zheng has survived a shipwreck and is running for his life from two cruel 
treasure hunters. Together they work to reclaim a lost relic and keep each other safe. 
Full of witty humour, non-stop action and charming protagonists, Nizrana Farook’s 
The Boy Who Met a Whale is an absolute joy and a real page-turner. [RE] 
READ ALSO: When Life Gives You Mangoes by Kereen Getten

ELE FOUNTAIN
LOST
PUSHKIN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 256PP £7.99 ISBN 9781782692553 

When their father fails to return from a business trip, Lola and Amit find themselves 
evicted from their apartment and their cosy life. Worse, they become separated in 
the crowded city. Lola makes friends with Rafi, a street boy, and together they search 
for Amit among the slum children. Through many obstacles, Lola learns that not 
everyone has the privilege of making choices. Fountain’s beautifully written thriller is 
filled with anxiety and a little heartbreak, and is brave enough to leave the reader with 
some unresolved questions. [CAC] 
READ ALSO: Boy 87 by Ele Fountain 



AGE 0–2

65THE DIVE RSIT Y, INCLUSION AND RE PRE SE NTATION RE ADING GUIDE 65THE DIVE RSIT Y, INCLUSION AND RE PRE SE NTATION RE ADING GUIDE

AGE 9–11

ELE FOUNTAIN 
MELT
PUSHKIN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 256PP £7.99 ISBN 9781782692881

In Melt we meet Yutu and Bea, teenagers from two different worlds. Their stories 
converge in a hut on the edge of the Arctic Circle. Yutu is fighting for his life, and Bea 
will not make it out of the tundra without his expertise. Running parallel to this story 
of friendship is a heartbreaking story of loss. The sea is warming and the coastline 
shifting; seals and caribou are disappearing, along with traditions. The message about 
climate change could not be clearer. [KD] 
READ ALSO: No One Is Too Small to Make a Difference by Greta Thunberg

KAREN FOXLEE 
LENNY’S BOOK OF EVERYTHING
PUSHKIN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 352PP £7.99 ISBN 9781782692386

Lenny’s younger brother Davey won’t stop growing. By age seven, he is as tall as a 
man. Raised by their mother in a tiny apartment, the siblings experience the wonders 
of the world through a series of encyclopaedias that arrive each week. But reality 
comes crashing in on top of them as Davey’s condition worsens. A gorgeously written 
look at single-parent life, sibling relationships and childhood illness. Filled with both 
poignant insight and hilarious snark, this will make you laugh and cry. A must-read. 
[KMor] 
READ ALSO: Storm Horse by Jane Elson

PATRICIA FORDE maisithe ag JOHN WHITE 
AR STRAE
FUTA FATA 2019 (BOG) 64LCH €7.95 ISBN 9781910945513

Ní hionann saol Nizar anois agus saol Nizar mar a bhí. Ó bhog sé go hÉirinn lena 
mháthair agus a dheirfiúracha, agus a athair fós sa tSiria, tá foghlamtha aige nach 
bhfuil sé éasca an saol a chaitheamh in óstán. Nuair a thagann Nizar ar mhadra bocht 
ar strae, déanann sé a dhícheall cúram a thabhairt dó. Ní hé seo an t-aon chúram nó 
cúis imní atá air. Scéal é seo a bhfuil deireadh sona air, ach faightear léargas ar shaol 
an dídeanaí sa soláthar díreach lena linn. [PB] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: An Cúigear Cróga Tráthnóna Díomhaoin le Enid Blyton agus 
Máirín Ní Ghadhra

ALAN GIBBONS illustrated by CHRIS CHALIK
THE BEAUTIFUL GAME
BARRINGTON STOKE 2017 (PBK) 72PP £6.99 ISBN 9781781126912

Football is considered the beautiful game, but it is a sport whose history is steeped in 
tragedy and bitterness. Through the eyes of a Black British family, the issues of racism, 
class and violence are explored in a non-patronising way, while never forgetting the 
love for the game. Written with reluctant readers in mind, the writing is clear and 
compelling. Also featuring interesting fact sheets that will please the most history-
hungry fans, this book is a top scorer. [CLea] 
READ ALSO: Lily and the Rockets by Rebecca Stevens
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MEG GREHAN
THE DEEPEST BREATH
LIT TLE ISL AND BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 180PP €9.00 ISBN 9781912417186

Stevie is eleven and very eager to learn as much as she can about the world, but there’s 
one important question she can’t bring herself to ask – why does she feel all squiggly 
and blushy when she’s in the company of her best friend Chloe? The story follows 
Stevie on her journey of self-discovery, as she challenges her anxiety about these new 
and unexpected feelings. This ground-breaking yet astoundingly delicate verse novel 
delves into Stevie’s quest for answers. [VLuk] 
READ ALSO: The Sleeper and the Spindle by Neil Gaiman and Chris Riddle

SARAH HAGGER-HOLT
PROUD OF ME
USBORNE PUBLISHING 2021 (PBK) 304PP £6.99 ISBN 9781474966245

Not quite twins, Josh and Becky have a family that can be complicated to explain. 
Not only that, they are both going through very different issues, including questions 
about where they are from and who they are. Proud of Me is a warm, humane story 
about how even today, despite increasing acceptance in society, LGBTQ+ families can 
still face prejudice and misunderstandings. Not afraid to look at complicated issues 
but ultimately hopeful, Sarah Hagger-Holt has written a book to be proud of. [CLea] 
READ ALSO: To Night Owl from Dogfish by Holly Goldberg Sloan and Meg 
Wolitzer

SALLY HARRIS illustrated by MARIA SERRANO 
DOUBLE FELIX
WACKY BEE BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 192PP £6.99 ISBN 9781999903305

Felix likes even numbers and a trusted routine; Felix dislikes odd numbers and 
unexpected things. Felix’s classmates, teachers and family all find his personal rules 
hard to live with. With the threat of expulsion and the life-changing havoc of a new 
sibling on the way, Felix’s orderly world unravels. Can new classmate Charlie and 
a teacher named Hugo help Felix learn to face his fears? Told with an abundance 
of empathy and humour, this story gets to the heart of living with mental health 
challenges. [HR] 
READ ALSO: A Glasshouse of Stars by Shirley Marr

VICTORIA JAMIESON and OMAR MOHAMED illustrated by 
VICTORIA JAMIESON coloured by IMAN GEDDY
WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED
FABER & FABER 2020 (PBK) 264PP £9.99 ISBN 9780571363858

This beautifully illustrated memoir tells the story of Omar, his younger brother 
Hassan and his friends as they progress through school in a refugee camp in Kenya. 
Balancing realism and optimism, the tone is warm but fiercely observant, as the boys 
hope that the seemingly impenetrable system of UN resettlement will allow them 
to escape the monotony and hunger of camp life. The authors’ notes at the end add 
closure that the text doesn’t need, but the reader might. [EB] 
READ ALSO: A Dangerous Crossing by Jane Mitchell
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CATHERINE JOHNSON aistrithe ag FEARGHAS  
Mac LOCHLAINN maisithe ag KATIE HICKEY 
AN RÁS CHUIG AN MOL THUAIDH:  
SCÉAL MATTHEW HENSON
FUTA FATA 2021 (BOG) 131LCH €7.95 ISBN 9781910945704

Is iomaí eachtra a bhí ag Matthew Henson ach ní raibh deis a scéal a insint go dtí le 
déanaí. Iniúchtar an ciníochas atá roimhe ag céimeanna áirithe dá theacht in inmhe 
ach in aineoinn sin uile, cruthaíonn sé pobal dó féin, Peary ina measc. Le teann 
misnigh tugann siad na cosa leo agus téann siad amach ar an bhfarraige fhiáin. 
Pléann an scéal leis an gcrógacht agus an misneach a léiríonn an príomhcharachtar 
agus déantar an ceiliúradh atá tuillte ag an laoch taiscéalaí seo. [CMD] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Tubaiste ar an Titanic le Máire Zepf

ROSIE JONES illustrated by NATALIE SMILLIE
THE AMAZING EDIE ECKHART
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS SEPT 2021 (PBK) 272PP £6.99 ISBN 9781444958348 

Edie loves eating, writing, superheroes and her best friend, Oscar. She also likes when 
people ask her about her cerebral palsy, rather than pretending they don’t notice or it 
doesn’t exist. When Edie and Oscar start their new secondary school and are placed 
in different classes, Edie must make new friends (like wonderful artistic Flora) and try 
new things (like auditioning for the school play). The Amazing Edie Eckhart, the first 
in a series, is a funny, uplifting story of friendship, first crushes and standing on your 
own two feet! [NG] 
READ ALSO: The Strangeworlds Travel Agency by L.D. Lipinski 

GABRIELLE KENT illustrated by REX CROWLE
KNIGHTS AND BIKES 
KNIGHTS OF 2018 (PBK) 256PP £6.99 ISBN 9781999642501  

Gabrielle Kent’s Knights and Bikes, the first in the Knights and Bikes series, is based 
on an award-winning video game of the same name, created by Rex Crowle and Moo 
Yu. A coming-of-age story about friendship, teamwork and lost treasure, Kent’s novel 
is a truly delightful adventure story with a spectacular twist, set on the island of 
Penfurzy in the 1980s. Join Demelza, Nessa and their pet goose Captain Honkers for 
a fun, fast-paced, on-the-edge-of-your-seat adventure! [EE] 
READ ALSO: Vote for Effie by Laura Wood

TORBEN KUHLMANN aistrithe ag MÁIRE ZEPF  
agus ANDREAS VOGEL 
LINDBERGH: SCÉAL LUCHÓIGE A D’EITIL
FUTA FATA 2017 (CRUA) 96LCH €14.95 ISBN 9781910945261

Ceiliúradh ar an gcrógacht agus ar an mbuanseasmhacht atá sa leabhar aoibhinn seo. 
Nuair a chuirtear an ruaig ar na luchóga ar fad ó Hamburg, socraíonn luchóg mhisniúil 
amháin ar eitilt go Meiriceá, áit a gcuirtear fáilte roimh chách. In ainneoin na gcontúirtí 
ar fad atá ann, déanann an luchóg iarracht i ndiaidh iarrachta agus éiríonn an spéir leis 
sa deireadh. Is álainn na sonraí beaga atá sna léaráidí; is féidir an leabhar a léamh arís 
agus arís, agus rud éigin nua a thabhairt faoi deara gach uair. Gleoite. [SMcN] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: The Arrival le Shaun Tan
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ELLE McNICOL
A KIND OF SPARK
KNIGHTS OF 2020 (PBK) 192PP £6.99 ISBN 9781913311056

When her class learns about the persecution of women from their village for 
witchcraft in the sixteenth century, Addie is horrified. But she sees parallels in their 
treatment to hers by her own classmates. Addie is autistic, and she can relate to being 
singled out for being perceived as different. But with the help of a new girl at school, 
she fights valiantly against injustice and oppression. This small book has a lot of heart 
and, with a gentle touch, has a lot to teach readers everywhere. [JMur] 
READ ALSO: The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd

ROSS MONTGOMERY 
MAX AND THE MILLIONS 
FABER & FABER 2018 (PBK) 272PP £7.99 ISBN 9780571333486 

An inventive and funny adventure that’s also about learning to look beyond our 
assumptions. Max, who is deaf, has special talents as well as needs that set him apart 
at school, so he keeps company with the grumpy caretaker. When the caretaker 
suddenly disappears, Max joins up with the coolest kid in school to save a complex, 
tiny world they find literally beneath their feet. With great characters and a subtle 
social message, this clever story reminds us all that small things matter too. [JW] 
READ ALSO: Perijee and Me by Ross Montgomery

JACKIE MORRIS 
THE WHITE FOX 
BARRINGTON STOKE 2017 (PBK) 96PP £7.99 ISBN 9781781127391

When a white fox appears as if by magic at the Seattle docks, Sol’s dad is intrigued. 
Moving to a different place is not easy, even if your grandmother keeps in touch by 
sending regular postcards. Sol feels lost and misses his grandparents. When he spots 
the Arctic fox himself, he feels a deep connection to it. Jackie Morris’s poignant text 
combined with her stunning illustrations make this story with themes of connection 
and belonging a powerful read. With dyslexia-friendly layout and typeface. [DB] 
READ ALSO: Race to the Frozen North by Catherine Johnson

ANN MURTAGH
THE KIDDS OF SUMMERHILL
THE O’BRIEN PRESS 2021 (PBK) 288PP €8.99 ISBN 9781788492317

It’s 1945 in Dublin and the Kidd family is reeling after their mother dies and they 
are left orphans. Nancy, as the eldest Kidd, must ensure that their family can survive 
and that they can escape the notice of ‘The Cruelty Men’, who often split up families 
like hers and send them to industrial schools. Rooted in the final months of World 
War II and featuring Ireland’s first presidential election, Ann Murtagh’s The Kidds of 
Summerhill is a wonderful read for fans of history. [NG] 
READ ALSO: The Boldness of Betty by Anna Carey
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ÁINE Ní GHLINN 
HATA ZÚ MHAMÓ 
COIS LIFE 2016 (BOG) 62LCH €7.00 ISBN 9781907494604  
Tugann Siobhán cuairt ar a seanmháthair i dteach altranais agus insíonn a Mamó 
di go bhfuil sí féin agus beirt chairde léi, Beirtí agus Jeaic, le briseadh amach agus 
go bhfuil siad uilig le dul go dtí an zú! Ina dhiaidh sin tarlaíonn neart eachtraí 
greannmhara agus is álainn an cur síos a thugtar ar an gcaidreamh idir Siobhán agus 
Mamó agus cé chomh spraíúil agus spleodrach is atá Mamó, Beirtí agus Jeaic. Tá stíl 
an údair iontach oiriúnach do léitheoirí óga, scéal álainn taitneamhach. [RNíM] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Boscadán le hÁine Ní Ghlinn

AILBHE Nic GIOLLA BHRIGHDE
GO CEANN SCRÍBE
FUTA FATA 2021 (BOG) 72LCH €7.95 ISBN 9781910945520

Tá Maidhcí agus a dhlúthchara, Joe, ag tógáil róbat iontach a bheidh san iomaíocht i 
gcomórtas Lego. Ach tá tuismitheoirí Mhaidhcí ar tí colscaradh, agus tá Maidhcí trína 
chéile faoi. Cara an-mhaith agus tuisceanach is ea Joe – cosúil le Maidhcí, is páiste aonair 
é – ach mar sin féin, tagann deacrachtaí chun cinn sa chaidreamh idir na buachaillí. 
Scéal é seo faoi chairde agus faoin teaghlach ina dtarlaíonn colscaradh. [ACle] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Morf  le Orna Ní Choileáin

COLMÁN Ó RAGHALLAIGH grianghraif le JANINE WIEDEL
STRAINSÉIRÍ
CLÓ MHAIGH EO 2008 (BOG) 96LCH €8.00 ISBN 9781899922390 

Is leabhar cumhachtach é seo a chaitheann solas ar chiníochas ceilte Éireann an lae 
inniu. Cuireann an t-údar béim ar chumhacht teanga nuair a insíonn sé an scéal seo 
faoin gcairdeas láidir a fhásann idir bheirt chailíní óga faoin tuath in Éirinn.  Cuirtear 
béim ar thionchar an chiníochais ar shaol an chailín óig agus ar láidreacht na 
féiniúlachta freisin. Is leabhar é seo a chuirfidh páistí ag machnamh ar chúrsaí 
éagsúlachta agus ionchuimsitheachta. [MNicanB] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Mr Lofa le David Walliams agus Máirín Ní Mhárta

LUKE PEARSON
HILDA AND THE BLACK HOUND 
FLYING EYE BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 64PP £7.99 ISBN 9781911171072

This captivating graphic novel follows the adventures of brave blue-haired girl 
Hilda, who unwittingly discovers a magical world based on Scandinavian folklore 
and is guided by the friendly house spirit Tontu. Presenting a familiar story in an 
unconventional style, this book addresses a number of themes such as homelessness. 
It will be loved equally by fans of comic books and those who love fantasies such as 
Harry Potter, the Chronicles of Narnia or The Wizard of Oz. A charming read suitable 
for all ages. [BB] 
READ ALSO: The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis
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PAOLA PERETTI translated by DENISE MUIR 
THE DISTANCE BETWEEN ME  
AND THE CHERRY TREE 
HOT KEY BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 208PP £6.99 ISBN 9781471407550 

Mafalda is nine years old and slowly losing her sight. Terrified of what life will be like 
when she is ‘in the dark’, she plans to run away and live in the cherry tree near school. 
Translated from the Italian and based on the author’s own life, this is a beautifully 
written, poignant tale of a little girl’s courageous struggle to come to terms with a 
massive life-change and to discover what will matter most when she can no longer see. 
[NMaca’B] 
READ ALSO: The Bubble Boy by Stewart Foster

ONJALI Q. RAÚF 
THE BOY AT THE BACK OF THE CLASS 
ORION CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 256PP £6.99 ISBN 9781510105010 

When Ahmet joins their class, Alexa and best friends Josie, Tom and Michael set out 
to befriend him and try to understand why his life seems different from theirs. When 
they learn he is a refugee and his parents were not allowed to come to the UK with 
him, they decide to help their new friend find his parents with the ‘Greatest Idea in 
the World’! This is a glorious book celebrating diversity and encouraging empathy. An 
uplifting story of friendship and helping others. [NG] 
READ ALSO: The Star outside My Window by Onjali Q. Raúf

GABRIEL ROSENSTOCK maisithe ag BRIAN FITZGERALD 
AN EALA ÓRGA AGUS SCÉALTA EILE ÓN INDIA 
AN GÚM 2019 (BOG) 75LCH €9.00 ISBN 9781857919493 

Is cnuasach álainn scéalta ón India é An Eala Órga. Is scéalta iad a spreagfaidh 
machnamh in intinn an léitheora óig. Is féidir an cnuasach seo a úsáid chun na 
cosúlachtaí idir béaloideas na hÉireann agus béaloideas ón India a iniúchadh. 
Seasann gach scéal leis féin agus is féidir leat tosú le scéal ar bith sa chnuasach óir tá 
teachtaireacht luachmhar i ngach aon cheann acu. Cuireann na léaráidí áille le Brian 
Fitzgerald go mór le hinsint bheomhar na scéalta. [CMD] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Lasair na Gréine le Claire Lyons

GABRIEL ROSENSTOCK maisithe ag BRIAN FITZGERALD 
ÓRÓ NA CIRCÍNÍ AGUS SCÉALTA EILE  
ÓN AFRAIC 
AN GÚM 2016 (BOG) 60LCH €6.50 ISBN 9781857919059 

Tá cnuasach breá de scéalta ó thíortha éagsúla san Afraic sa bhailiúchán seo. Is féidir 
an leabhar a úsáid chun cosúlachtaí agus difríochtaí idir béaloideas na hÉireann agus 
béaloideas roinnt tíortha éagsúla san Afraic a phlé. Tá dath éagsúil roghnaithe mar 
chúlbhrat do na léaráidí a ghabhann le gach scéal. Ag croílár na scéalta tá tuiscint ar 
an daonnacht uilíoch agus ar na ceachtanna atá le foghlaim againn uile. Tá rithim 
dheas in insint na scéalta agus rachaidh siad i bhfeidhm ar do chluas. [CMD] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Anansi agus Scéalta an Domhain le hÉamonn Ó Ruanaí
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KATHERINE RUNDELL 
THE GOOD THIEVES 
BLOOMSBURY CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 352PP £7.99 ISBN 9781408882658

The Good Thieves is a page-turning adventure story about a young English girl, Vita 
Marlowe, and her mission to steal back her grandfather’s home and belongings from a 
notorious New York conman. Working alongside a troupe of streetwise associates, Vita 
plans to pull off a showstopping heist to outwit her grandfather’s tormentor. Vita is a 
confident go-getter and an empowering young protagonist, who, despite the lingering, 
painful results of polio, doesn’t let anything stand in her way. The captivating city scenes 
and expertly devised plot make The Good Thieves an absolute treat. [RCod] 
READ ALSO: Lily’s Promise by Kathryn Erskine 

DANNY RURLANDER 
SPYLARK
CHICKEN HOUSE 2019 (PBK) 304PP £6.99 ISBN 9781911490708

An assassination plot is afoot and the only people who can solve it are Tom, a 
beleaguered young orphan with a permanent leg injury, and Maggie and Joel, a brother 
and sister duo on holidays. Set in the Lake District, Danny Rurlander’s book is a 
conscious hark back to classics like Swallows and Amazons, but updated to include drone 
technology and modern-day terrorism to appeal to a contemporary audience. This is a 
read that soars. [CLea] 
READ ALSO: The Taylor Turbochaser by David Baddiel and Steven Lenton 

ROBIN STEVENS
MURDER MOST UNLADYLIKE:  
A SPOONFUL OF MURDER 
PUFFIN 2018 (PBK) 325PP £6.99 ISBN 9780141373782

In their seventh adventure, Hazel and Daisy set sail for Hong Kong. As always, foul 
deeds follow the intrepid schoolgirl detectives, but this time murder comes very close to 
home. This novel explores cultural issues, with English Daisy the outsider for once and 
Hazel reconciling the Chinese and Western aspects of her identity. Stevens’s Murder 
Most Unladylike novels never shy away from harsh realities, while staying true to their 
‘cosy crime’ roots. Entertaining, nostalgic but also deeply thoughtful, feminist and 
original. [SW] 
READ ALSO: George by Alex Gino 

ALI STROKER and STACY DAVIDOWITZ 
THE CHANCE TO FLY
ABRAMS 2021 (HBK) 288PP £11.99 ISBN 9781419743931

The Chance to Fly is an uplifting novel about Nat Beacon, a theatre-obsessed young teen, 
and her quest to become a musical star in a local production of Wicked. As a wheelchair 
user, Nat has had some reservations about pursuing her dream of performing. But after 
finding the perfect opportunity to audition, she decides it’s time to give it all she’s got. 
Filled with humour and touching moments, this is a memorable story that any young 
theatre-lover will be sure to enjoy. [RCod] 
READ ALSO: A Dangerous Game by Malorie Blackman  
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SAM THOMPSON
WOLFSTONGUE
LIT TLE ISL AND BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 288PP €10.99 ISBN 9781912417759

Wolfstongue follows Silas, a young boy who enters a world of talking animals and 
befriends a family of wolves. Enslaved by cruel foxes, led by the menacing Reynard, 
the wolves need Silas’s help to free themselves. Silas is faced with the dual challenge of 
freeing the foxes and struggling with his own speech problems. Wolfstongue is written 
with sparse, elegant prose and a keen sense of adventure. A beautiful blend of fantasy 
and realism, this book is a wonderful celebration of diversity and acceptance. [GG] 
READ ALSO: Toad Attack! by Patrice Lawrence  

ALAN TITLEY maisithe ag JOHN WHITE
LÚBA
AN GÚM 2020 (BOG) 158LCH €10.00 ISBN 9781857919608   

Tá Lucy ag streachailt. Sa bhaile, tugann a tuistí neamhaird uirthi agus cuireann a 
deartháir isteach uirthi. Sa bhreis air sin, tá an cara is fearr aici ag caitheamh níos 
mó agus níos mó ama le duine nua. Tá fonn uirthi éalú óna saol féin. B’fhéidir go 
mbeadh saol mar ainmhí éigin níos fearr? Trí shraith eispéiris neamhghnácha i 
gcruthanna ainmhithe éagsúla, foghlaimíonn Lucy nach bhfuil teaghlach ar bith 
foirfe agus go mb’fhéidir nach bhfuil a saol daonna chomh dona sin tar éis an tsaoil. 
[SDev] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Fuadach le hÁine Ní Ghlinn

ALAN TITLEY maisithe ag PETER DONNELLY 
SMUF 
AN GÚM 2012 (BOG) 64LCH €6.50 ISBN 9781857918236 

Cuirtear an ruaig ar Smuf, madra soineanta, ag tús an scéil agus fiú nuair a 
fhaigheann sí baile nua, bíonn deacrachtaí eile roimpi. Ní bheidh ach grá agus cion ag 
léitheoirí don mhadra beag leochaileach seo agus is túsphointe an-mhaith atá sa scéal 
chun cúram peataí agus an fháilte a chuirimid roimh dhaoine nua a phlé. Ní go dtí an 
deireadh a thuigimid cén fáth ar cuireadh an ruaig uirthi agus na tacaíochtaí atá ag 
teastáil nuair atá cúram clainne ar an duine aonair. [CMD] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Amach le Alan Titley

ANN TURNBULL
GIRLS WITH A VOICE 
USBORNE PUBLISHING 2018 (PBK) 176PP £6.99 ISBN 9781474954952

In eighteenth-century London, we meet Mary Ann, a budding singer. When her 
father loses his fortune, she must leave her boarding school. The inequalities in her 
world begin to show, both through her brother being able to continue his education 
and her friendship with one of the maids, Jenny, who helps to hatch a plan that fails. 
Grandmother Causey, the real ‘girl with a voice’, supports Mary Ann’s dreams by 
funding her. Girls with a Voice touches on many themes, including gender inequality. 
[AliN] 
READ ALSO: Girls on the Up by Linda Newberry
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SEÁN Ua CEARNAIGH
IOMÁNAÍ ÓN IASACHT 
CLÓ IAR-CHONNACHT 2016 (BOG) 62LCH €8.00 ISBN 9781784441418

Scéal faoi Pholannach óg, Karol Lasko, agus a mhuintir a bhogann go hÉireann 
de bharr cúinsí eacnamaíocha agus na heachtraí a tharlaíonn dó. Tugtar léargas ar 
mheon agus ar mhothúcháin Karol i leith na hÉirinn agus na dúshláin a bhíonn le 
sárú maidir le dul i ngleic le cultúr, le teanga agus le saol i dtír iasachta. Tá spéis aige 
sa Ghaeilge agus tá bua na hiománaíochta aige. Ní fada go n-éiríonn leis cairde nua a 
dhéanamh agus dul i dtaithí ar an saol nua. [RNíM] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Thar an Trasnán le hÁine Ní Ghlinn

foreword by IRINA BOKOVA
VOICES OF THE FUTURE: STORIES FROM 
AROUND THE WORLD 
BLOOMSBURY EDUCATION 2018 (HBK) 144PP £14.99 ISBN 9781472949431 

This collection of stories written by young people from across the globe is part of an 
initiative that empowers children under the UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. The stories celebrate the power of imagination to overcome problems that 
threaten the future of our planet. From time-travellers saving endangered animals to 
invisible girls finding their voices by speaking out about gender equality, there is a 
clear message that the creativity of youth can be a powerful antidote to the cynicism 
of today’s world leaders. [JK] 
READ ALSO: Girls, Goddesses and Giants: Tales of Heroines from Around the World by 
Lari Don

SHEENA WILKINSON
HOPE AGAINST HOPE
LIT TLE ISL AND BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 192PP €9.99 ISBN 9781912417421

Set in 1921 Belfast, Hope against Hope introduces us to the complicated lives of young 
women from across the social and religious divide staying at Helen’s Hope hostel, 
where this ‘progressive, feminist space’ is viewed with suspicion. The details of the 
social structure of the time are written with a keen eye, showing honestly how it was 
then while managing to convey something that still resonates today. Though this 
shows coming of age against a background of political turmoil, there is also a sense of 
optimism. Heartily recommended. [AliN] 
READ ALSO: Name upon Name by Sheena Wilkinson 

LARA WILLIAMSON 
THE GIRL WITH SPACE IN HER HEART 
USBORNE PUBLISHING 2019 (PBK) 336PP £7.99 ISBN 9781474921312 

This book is heartfelt and funny and explores big emotions that children often face 
but don’t know how to deal with. Our main character, Mable Mynt, who loves space 
and the stars, lives with her mother and sister, Topaz. Their father is no longer in 
the picture and Mabel misses him terribly. She carries her big worries around in an 
imaginary suitcase, and when it gets full, she feels weighed down by it. This book is 
about families and the different people that make them up. [ST] 
READ ALSO: Where the Wilderness Lives by Jess Butterworth
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M. EVAN WOLKENSTEIN 
TURTLE BOY 
USBORNE PUBLISHING 2020 (PBK) 400PP £7.99 ISBN 9781474981385

In Turtle Boy we meet Will, who is preparing for his bar mitzvah. He is also 
navigating his way through grief, low self-esteem, friendship issues, loneliness, 
bullying and a medical condition. A maxillofacial condition has affected his facial 
development, which leads to his being bullied and causes him to retreat into his own 
world. This is a book full of big themes that M. Evan Wolkenstein weaves together in 
a way that is credible, while keeping hope as a central message for the reader. [EC] 
READ ALSO: Wonder by R.J. Palacio  

ANNA WOLTZ translated by LAURA WATKINSON
TALKING TO ALASKA 
ROCK THE BOAT (ONEWORLD) 2021 (PBK) 192PP £6.99 ISBN 9781786075833 

A compelling story of unlikely friends brought together by a Labrador. There’s Sven, 
who wants to be known for something other than epilepsy, Parker, who just wants 
her dog back, and Alaska, who wants to take the lead. This is an enticing story with 
an intricate plot, carefully told. Touching on topics like epilepsy and post-traumatic 
stress, this book engagingly explores feelings of loyalty, anger and anxiety, which are 
masterfully integrated into the plot. [ST] 
READ ALSO: All the Things That Could Go Wrong by Stewart Foster

MÁIRE ZEPF maisithe ag SHONA SHIRLEY MACDONALD 
AN FÉILEACÁN AGUS AN RÍ
FUTA FATA 2019 (CRUA) 48LCH €14.95 ISBN 9781910945483

Is athinsint é An Féileacán agus an Rí ar sheanscéal Éadaoin agus Mír. Sna 
seanleaganacha den scéal seo, ní bhíonn stiúir ar bith ag Éadaoin ar a saol féin. 
Sa leagan seo, is í Éadaoin atá láidir cliste agus cé go gcuirtear faoi mhallacht í a 
chuireann cruth féileacáin uirthi agus a scarann óna grá geal í, sa deireadh déanann 
sí a cinneadh féin maidir leis an té a bhfuil grá aici dó. Idir na focail agus na sár-
mhaisiúcháin, tá an leabhar seo lán de chroí. [SDev] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: An tÉan Órga le Caitríona Hastings agus Andrew Whitson

BENJAMIN ZEPHANIAH 
WINDRUSH CHILD 
SCHOL ASTIC 2020 (PBK) 208PP £6.99 ISBN 9780702302725

‘Names can never hurt me’ goes the saying, but names and fists do hurt Leonard 
when he and his mother move from Jamaica to join his father in 1950s England. The 
contrast between Leonard’s carefree days in Maroon Town and the damp room in 
Manchester is heartbreakingly painted. Racial tensions and family conflict complicate 
his life, but Irish neighbours and, eventually, an Irish girlfriend soften the blows. This 
beautiful and necessary story ends with an elderly Leonard facing the injustice of the 
recent Windrush Scandal. [CAC] 
READ ALSO: When Secrets Set Sail by Sita Brahmachari
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EVE AINSWORTH 
KNOW MY PLACE
BARRINGTON STOKE 2021 (PBK) 120PP £7.99 ISBN 9781781129807

Amy longs to belong, to have her own happy, normal family. This story of life in the 
care system, of social workers, files and placements, unfolds compellingly, zipping 
from present to past with lots of suspense and intrigue. What went wrong in the other 
placements? Will this new one work out? Amy copes with loss, grief, bullying, anxiety 
and rejection. She remembers happy times with her beloved nan where she felt truly 
loved. A heartfelt and ultimately uplifting story of life in the foster-care system. [EFla] 
READ ALSO: I Am the Minotaur by Anthony McGowan

SARAH ALLEN
WHAT STARS ARE MADE OF
PUFFIN 2020 (PBK) 288PP £6.99 ISBN 9780241427965

Twelve-year-old Libby Monroe was born with Turner Syndrome, a chromosomal 
disorder causing a myriad of difficulties. When big sister Nonny gets pregnant, Libby 
enters a contest by writing about underrated astronomer Cecilia Payne, magically 
thinking the prize money will rescue Nonny from her ‘financial black hole’. In return, 
Cecilia will ensure Nonny delivers a ‘healthy, undamaged baby’. Libby’s honest voice 
on the upsetting ‘Turner Syndrome stuff’, while rising above it thanks to precious 
friendships and a close-knit family, makes for a heartwarming read. [SMcK] 
READ ALSO: Deenie by Judy Blume

MALORIE BLACKMAN
CROSSFIRE
PENGUIN 2019 (PBK) 432PP £7.99 ISBN 9780241388440

Crossfire is the fifth instalment of Malorie Blackman’s series set in the dystopian 
world of Noughts and Crosses, a fictional version of twenty-first-century Britain in 
which society is organised to keep crosses (dark-skinned people) in control of noughts 
(lighter-skinned people), but which is now grappling with the abolishment of slavery 
and their own systems of segregation. Written following the UK Brexit referendum 
and the US 2016 presidential election, it is politics, and its power to divide, that 
Blackman shines a light on through the eyes of her four main characters. [TC] 
READ ALSO: Double Cross by Malorie Blackman 

SITA BRAHMACHARI illustrated by LOUISE WRIGHT
CAR WASH WISH
BARRINGTON STOKE 2016 (PBK) 104PP £6.99 ISBN 9781781125236

Fourteen-year-old Hudson finds feelings confusing. He isn’t very good at talking to 
people or reading their expressions and body language. But when Hudson’s granddad 
dies and his mum tells him about the zygote growing inside her womb, Hudson finds 
that his family’s thoughts, especially his dad’s, are more complex than he imagined. A 
short but sweet story about a boy on the autism spectrum, trying to navigate his way 
through his family’s grief as well as his own thoughts about the new baby. [EFan] 
READ ALSO: Zebra Crossing Soul by Sita Brahmachari
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PAULINE BURGESS 
WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE?
POOLBEG PRESS 2018 (PBK) 252PP €8.99 ISBN 9781781998113

Magda is having a tough time since moving to Belfast from her beloved Poland, and 
the ‘foreigners out’ graffiti, stone throwing and nasty attitudes of her classmates have 
made her lonely and cynical. She’s amazed when the new girl, Sophie, wants to be her 
friend. But how pure are her intentions, and can Magda really be herself in this new 
country while holding on to her Polish heritage? A well-written and engaging read 
that covers topics such as racism, bullying and grief in a realistic way. [JL] 
READ ALSO: Knock Back by Pauline Burgess

JAMES BUTLER 
DANGEROUS GAMES
LIT TLE ISL AND BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 219PP €10.00 ISBN 9781857919455

Kevin should be glad that his uncle Davy has returned from prison in the UK – 
but he seems to be leading Kevin’s older brother, Adam, even further into trouble. 
When Adam steals a car, Kevin uncovers a serious crime that he has to stop. A keen 
examination of the issues facing boys in difficult circumstances, this novel deftly 
handles class concerns without resorting to stereotypes and should appeal to fans of 
Brian Conaghan. [EB] 
READ ALSO: We Come Apart by Brian Conaghan and Sarah Crossan

edited by PATRICE CALDWELL 
A PHOENIX FIRST MUST BURN: STORIES OF 
BLACK GIRL MAGIC, RESISTANCE AND HOPE 
HOT KEY BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 368PP £6.99 ISBN 9781471409301

A stunning collection of short stories that show a myriad of different Black characters 
rising through the flames of adversity to overcome. All of the stories have thoroughly 
enjoyable magical elements, showcasing the diverse nature of young Black women’s 
insight, from experiences of slavery and oppression to colourism towards light-skinned 
Black people within their own community. This would be a great book for a teenager 
who may not want to commit to a long novel and would benefit from the short story 
format. [AD] 
READ ALSO: Witch by Finbar Hawkins
 
CANDICE CARTY-WILLIAMS
EMPRESS AND ANIYA
KNIGHTS OF OCT 2021 (PBK) 160PP £7.99 ISBN 9781913311100 

Despite coming from two different worlds, Aniya, who’s used to getting her way, and 
Empress, the new girl in school, become friends. After a spell performed during a 
birthday sleepover goes wrong, the girls come to understand just how opposite their 
lives are. With the use of magical realism and a wonderfully diverse cast of characters, 
this novel addresses important issues such as economic disadvantage, bullying 
and self-identity. Part fantastical and part contemporary, this is a captivating and 
heartwarming read for teens. [PO] 
READ ALSO: Girl (In Real Life) by Tamsin Winter
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EOIN COLFER and ANDREW DONKIN  
illustrated by GIOVANNI RIGANO
ILLEGAL
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 144PP £10.99 ISBN 9781444931686

This graphic novel traces two dangerous journeys for twelve-year-old Ebo and his older 
brother – one ‘then’, across the Sahara Desert; one ‘now’, crossing the Mediterranean 
Sea. The back-and-forth increases narrative suspense and makes for a gripping story, but 
also allows for a broader look at migration across North Africa and the difficulties and 
challenges, whether one goes or stays. The blend of text and image is effective, and the 
tone is pitched just right – avoiding pity or preachiness in this very human tale. [CH] 
READ ALSO: Where the River Runs Gold by Sita Brahmachari 

SIOBHAN CURNHAM
DON’T STOP THINKING ABOUT TOMORROW
WALKER BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 352PP £7.99 ISBN 9781406379235

When Hafiz, a teenage Syrian refugee, and classmate Stevie skive off school together an 
unlikely friendship is formed as the two misfits bond over their respective life traumas 
and struggles. The plot unfolds around the premise of searching for and carving your 
own path in a troubled world. Split between the voices of Stevie and Hafiz, the story 
covers topical and important issues like mental health, the experiences of refugees and 
teenage insecurities, all while championing good morals and a healthy curiosity for life. 
[HR] 
READ ALSO: Clementine and Ruby by Siobhan Curnham

KEREN DAVID
WHAT WE’RE SCARED OF
SCHOL ASTIC 2021 (PBK) 320PP £7.99 ISBN 9781407196442

A captivating story in which the reader learns about Jewishness and anti-Semitism 
alongside the main characters, for whom it is also a learning curve. After Lottie and 
Evie’s mum gets a job in the public eye they find themselves in danger. The author 
highlights the racism Jewish people face in their everyday lives and deals with online 
abuse and threats specifically. Representing modern Jewish people and the challenges 
they face, this would be a great classroom read or addition to any school library. [AD] 
READ ALSO: Because of You by Eve Ainsworth

OEIN DeBHAIRDUIN illustrated by LEANNE McDONAGH 
WHY THE MOON TRAVELS
SKEIN PRESS 2020 (HBK) 144PP €12.95 ISBN 9781916493506

The first collection of its kind, written and illustrated by members of the Traveller 
community, these twenty folk stories from the Mincéir community are ancient and 
contemporary, always rooted in a close relationship with the natural world, interspersed 
with glimpses of a love-soaked childhood. Many are origin stories – of dandelions, 
stars, spiders and more. All are love stories, to some extent. With an informal personal 
introduction to each, accompanying black-and-white illustrations and a glossary at the 
back, this is a unique book that belongs in every school and household. [VCol] 
READ ALSO: Once upon a Place edited by Eoin Colfer and illustrated by P.J. Lynch
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SIOBHAN DOWD illustrated by EMMA SHOARD 
THE PAVEE AND THE BUFFER GIRL
BARRINGTON STOKE 2019 (PBK) 112PP £7.99 ISBN 9781781128794

This graphic novel, a sensitive portrayal of Traveller life, is beautifully written and 
illustrated. Bullying the outsider is nothing new, but the story is given a unique twist 
through the words of Traveller boy Jim Curran as he struggles with schooling and 
life in general in the fictional Irish town of Dundray. Everything is made sweeter by 
settled girl Kit – the buffer girl of the title – and their innocent romance in the sea 
cave beneath the town lends a magical quality to this powerful book. [JMit] 
READ ALSO: Infinite Sky by C.J. Flood

MALCOM DUFFY 
SOFA SURFER
ZEPHYR 2021 (PBK) 320PP £7.99 ISBN 9781786697684 

Tyler is devastated when his parents announce that their family is moving. He’s 
bored and friendless in their new town until he meets Spider, a local homeless girl 
who wants him to teach her how to swim. Tyler’s happy to have a companion; his 
parents, not so much. This charming, fast-paced novel deals with homelessness in 
a considerate and realistic way. Duffy cleverly uses the parents’ voices, and their 
wrongful judgement of Spider, to challenge the stigmatisation of homelessness in our 
society. [AMcC] 
READ ALSO: Me Mam, Me Dad and Me by Malcolm Duffy

STEWART FOSTER 
ALL THE THINGS THAT COULD GO WRONG
SIMON & SCHUSTER 2017 (PBK) 320PP £6.99 ISBN 9781471145421 

Alex has OCD and a list of worries. He’s also the target of the school bully, Dan, 
who has troubles of his own – his big brother has been sent away. As Alex’s school life 
deteriorates, he doesn’t know how to cope. Told from both sides of the story, this book 
shows how you never know what someone else is going through until you consider 
their perspective. A sometimes painful but insightful read about empathy – and 
hoping that things can get better. [AJ] 
READ ALSO: The Bubble Boy by Stewart Foster

JAMILA GAVIN
THE WHEEL OF SURYA
EGMONT PUBLISHING 2018 (PBK) 304PP £7.99 ISBN 9781405291743 

During the upheaval and massacres of the 1947 partition of India and Pakistan, 
Marvinder and her brother Jaspal are separated from their mother, Jhoti, and soon 
become entangled with the Chadwick family, who, after tragedy strikes, leave India. 
Marvinder and Jaspal are left with no choice but to set out from the Punjab to find 
their father, Govind Singh, in London. The first of a trilogy, this book vividly captures 
the atmosphere of the era in a meandering but thought-provoking tale. [HP] 
READ ALSO: The Eye of the Horse and The Track of the Wind by Jamila Gavin
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ARMIN GREDER
DIAMONDS
ALLEN & UNWIN 2020 (HBK) 36PP £12.99 ISBN 9781911631910

Diamonds tackles the issue of diamond mining as seen through the eyes of Carolina, 
a child who questions the origin of her mother’s jewellery. It is only through entering 
a nightmarish dreamscape that Carolina, and the reader, can gain a sense of the 
horrors of this controversial industry. Greder’s use of blurred lines, muted colours 
and minimal text combine to deliver a powerful message that we, like Carolina, must 
continue to question socio-economic and racial injustice, regardless of the discomfort 
it may cause. [VK] 
ALSO: The Boy Who Steals Houses by C.G. Drews

ROB HARRELL
WINK
HOT KEY BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 320PP £7.99 ISBN 9781471409141

Seventh-grader Ross is not having a good time. He has a rare form of cancer in his 
eye, kids at school are treating him differently and he’s eagerly trying to impress his 
crush. The subject matter of this book is tough; but it’s written in an unflinching, 
forthright and humorous way that allows the reader to experience and understand the 
emotions that Ross is going through. The regular appearances of Ross’s comic-book 
alter ego, Batpig, add moments of playfulness to the story. [JMcC] 
READ ALSO: El Deafo by Cece Bell

ANNA HEUSSAFF
HÓNG
CLÓ IAR-CHONNACHT 2012 (BOG) 99LCH €8.00 ISBN 9781909367616

Nuair atá tú i do chónaí i mbaile beag, ní tharlaíonn eachtraí spéisiúla de ghnáth. 
Mar gheall air sin, caitheann Evan agus a chairde gach nóiméad saor ag imirt an 
chluiche ríomhaire ‘Hóng’ atá suite i gcathair spleodrach. Ach nuair a fhaigheann sé 
teachtaireacht as Gaeilge ó imreoir eile sa tSín, meascann an fíorshaol agus an saol 
fíorúil le chéile agus bíonn ar Evan cuidiú a thabhairt d’inimirceach óg atá i gcontúirt 
ina cheantar féin. Scéal eachtrach a tharraingíonn aird ar chúrsaí timpeallachta agus 
leochaileacht an inimircigh. [JK] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Sárú le Anna Heussaff

LINNI INGEMUNDSEN 
THE UNPREDICTABILITY OF BEING HUMAN 
USBORNE PUBLISHING 2017 (PBK) 288PP £7.99 ISBN 9781474940634 

This beautifully written coming-of-age book tells the story of Malin, a fourteen-
year-old girl living with undiagnosed autism, as she tries to navigate her way through 
a life full of complications. Her dad is always yelling, her mom is withdrawn and 
she struggles to fit in at school. But Malin cannot change being Malin, so everyone 
else will just have to accept her as she is. This funny and compassionate story is a 
celebration of how unpredictable and bizarre being human is. [ACla] 
READ ALSO: One in a Hundred Thousand by Linni Ingemundsen
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SHARNA JACKSON
HIGH RISE MYSTERY
KNIGHTS OF 2019 (PBK) 354PP £6.99 ISBN 9781999642518

High Rise Mystery is the first in a detective series featuring sisters Nik and Norva who 
are determined to solve the mystery of who killed art teacher and antiques dealer 
Hugo Knightley-Webb on the Tri estate in London. Jackson conveys life on the estate 
brilliantly and her characterisation is great, from the chattering gossip Mrs Kowalski 
to Mark, the moody love interest. The writing style, snappy dialogue and perfect 
pitch mean that the book will be an instant hit with readers both reluctant and 
accomplished. [PNicI] 
READ ALSO: Mic Drop by Sharna Jackson

ADIBA JAIGIRDAR 
HANI AND ISHU’S GUIDE TO FAKE DATING
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 352PP £7.99 ISBN 9781444962246

Hani and Ishu are nothing alike. They hate it when people expect them to be the 
same because they are both Bengali. Hani loves socialising; Ishu never stops studying. 
When Hani comes out to her friends, they question her bisexuality. Ishu is desperate 
to be Head Girl, but she isn’t well-liked at school. Unexpectedly, a fake relationship 
is the solution to both problems. But what happens when you start to fancy your fake 
girlfriend? Are they actually too different to make a real relationship work? [JD] 
READ ALSO: The Henna Wars by Adiba Jaigirdar

EMIKO JEAN
TOKYO EVER AFTER
MACMILL AN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 336PP £7.99 ISBN 9781509899999

Tokyo Ever After is a delightful modern fairy tale about Izumi, a teen from a single-
parent family who longs to know more about her heritage. On learning that her father 
is a Japanese crown prince, Izumi embarks on a hilarious adventure of self-discovery. 
This book tackles themes of racism and xenophobia in a sensitive and thoughtful 
way. Upbeat and funny, with very entertaining celebrity-gossip articles scattered 
throughout, this is the perfect book for readers who like romantic stories that are fast-
paced and intelligent. [JB-S] 
READ ALSO: To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before by Jenny Han

PETE KALU
THE SILENT STRIKER
HOPEROAD PUBLISHING 2018 (PBK) 199PP £7.99 ISBN 9781908446695 

Marcus Adenugo is unbeatable on the football pitch even though he’s losing his 
hearing. A big match is coming and stakes are high, as a scout for Manchester 
United will be watching. Except Marcus gets benched for mouthing off to a teacher. 
He spirals into depression and decides the world would be better off without him. 
An unlikely hero, as well as a blossoming romance, saves him. Will his mates join 
together to get him back on the pitch? Will Marcus deliver the victory? [CY] 
READ ALSO: Being Me by Pete Kalu



AGE 0–2

83THE DIVE RSIT Y, INCLUSION AND RE PRE SE NTATION RE ADING GUIDE 83THE DIVE RSIT Y, INCLUSION AND RE PRE SE NTATION RE ADING GUIDE

AGE 12–14

PATRICE LAWRENCE
RAT
OXFORD UNIVERSIT Y PRESS 2021 (PBK) 152PP £7.99 ISBN 9780198494935

Al is hungry and angry. He is trapped by the decisions the adults around him are 
making. Mostly Al is just misunderstood – like his pet rats, Venom and Vulture. 
Recently back from foster care, and reunited with his mum who is just out of prison, 
he hopes this time things will be different. This story perfectly captures the distress, 
guilt and frustration felt by young people in uncertain situations, but also highlights 
the importance and true power of community, tolerance and understanding. [JMur] 
READ ALSO: Indigo Donut by Patrice Lawrence

KELLY McCAUGHRAIN
FLYING TIPS FOR FLIGHTLESS BIRDS
WALKER BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 384PP £7.99 ISBN 9781406375657

This is a multi-layered tale, both funny and moving, set against the backdrop of a 
struggling circus school run by Birdie and Finch Franconi’s family. The big issues of 
acceptance, friendship and family are all explored with clarity, humour and a whole 
lot of heart beneath Franconi’s exhilarating Big Top. Fans of contemporary fiction 
with a focus on family and friendship (with a dash of romance) will love this story 
about being yourself and learning to let people into your life. [AliN] 
READ ALSO: Tell It to the Moon by Siobhan Curnham

KAREN McCOMBIE illustrated by KATIE KEAR
THE LOST DIARY OF SAMI STAR
BARRINGTON STOKE 2018 (PBK) 64PP £6.99 ISBN 9781781128169

Twelve-year-old Hanna feels invisible. Home has become a battleground between 
her parents and older sister, and cracks are appearing in her friendship with Robyn 
and Zadie. Finding a lost diary of the mysterious Sami Starr opens a new world of 
adventure for Hanna and her sister as they follow the visual clues of the diary. Themes 
of friendship, family and difference, as Sami is on the autism spectrum, coupled with 
attractive illustrations and high readability make for an accessible and gripping read. 
[CLan] 
READ ALSO: Honey and Me by Karen McCombie and Cathy Brett

TARIQ MEHMOOD
YOU’RE NOT PROPER
HOPEROAD PUBLISHING 2018 (PBK) 200PP £7.99 ISBN 9781908446688

At home, Karen has a beer-drinking bacon-loving Pakistani Muslim dad and a 
Christian mother who attends church but doesn’t believe in God. At school, she is 
called an ‘oreo’ by Muslim students and cast out from her gang of friends, who subject 
her to racism and Islamophobia. Stuck between two versions of herself, Kiran and 
Karen, she decides to try to embrace Islam in an attempt to find her true identity. But 
can she fit in with either side of her heritage? [RCon] 
READ ALSO: I Am Thunder by Muhammad Khan



AOIS 0–2 AGE 0–2

84 AN TREOIR LÉITHEOIREACHTA MAIDIR LE hÉAGSÚLACHT, CUIMSIÚ AGUS LÉIRIÚ84 AN TREOIR LÉITHEOIREACHTA MAIDIR LE hÉAGSÚLACHT, CUIMSIÚ AGUS LÉIRIÚ

AOIS 12–14 AGE 12–14

SARAH MOORE FITZGERALD
ALL THE MONEY IN THE WORLD
ORION CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 304PP £7.99 ISBN 9781510104143

This book is a reflection on our relationship with money and wealth and how much 
we tie status to happiness. Penny comes from an underprivileged background, the flat 
she lives in is crumbling, and her classmates bully her. But she wants more for herself. 
A change in fortune brings Penny on a journey mired in decisions both good and bad, 
but ultimately the lessons of friendship and community win out. [JMur] 
READ ALSO: A Strange Kind of Brave by Sarah Moore Fitzgerald

SUSIN NIELSEN
NO FIXED ADDRESS
ANDERSEN PRESS 2020 (PBK) 288PP £7.99 ISBN 9781783448326

Felix Knutsson is not an unusual kid. He has a gerbil, he loves trivia and has friends, 
including a possible romantic interest. He does have one secret, though. He and his 
mother live in a van. This heartbreaking, funny and soulful novel explores the trials 
of being one of the ‘hidden homeless’ with deftness. Depicting a realistically tense but 
loving relationship between a difficult mum and her accommodating son, No Fixed 
Address is a humane call to remember those who live on the precipice. [CLea] 
READ ALSO: We Are All Made of Molecules by Susin Nielsen

ÁINE Ní GHLINN 
DAIDEO 
COIS LIFE 2014 (BOG) 73LCH €6.00 ISBN 9781907494420

Scéal buachalla atá ag teitheadh ó dheacrachtaí agus dúshláin a shaoil sa mbaile 
atá i gceist sa scéal seo. Is scéal é faoi chaidrimh idir daoine – drochchaidrimh 
san áireamh, agus an damáiste is féidir leo a dhéanamh do dhaoine. Buaileann 
Liam le Cathal ar an traein agus cuireann siad aithne ar a chéile de réir a chéile 
ar an mbealach go Baile Átha Cliath. Leabhar dúshlánach ach tábhachtach é seo 
do dhaoine fásta óga faoi ghnéithe dorcha an tsaoil. An bhfillfidh Liam abhaile sa 
deireadh? [LNicanB] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Labhairamach.com le Áine Uí Fhoghlú

NON PRATT
EVERY LITTLE PIECE OF MY HEART
WALKER BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 352PP £7.99 ISBN 9781406366945

When Sophie receives a parcel from her best friend, Freya, she expects answers about 
Freya’s sudden departure from town. Instead she finds a letter addressed to Win, a 
girl she wasn’t aware Freya even knew. When more letters arrive, Sophie and Win 
learn more about Freya and why she left. With excellent representation of chronic 
illness, this book shows a perspective often missing from YA. There is a diverse cast of 
characters and the authenticity readers have come to expect from Non Pratt. [JD] 
READ ALSO: Beautiful Broken Things by Sara Barnard 
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BALI RAI 
THE HARDER THEY FALL
BARRINGTON STOKE 2017 (PBK) 120PP £7.99 ISBN 9781781126820

Cal and Jacob are typically awkward teens struggling with various social situations. 
Their worlds collide when geeky and highly likeable Cal meets Jacob, a troubled new 
student at Cal’s school, when he attends the local food bank where Cal volunteers. 
They are both the target of school bullies, but perhaps their unlikely friendship can 
help them through. This funny and thought-provoking book looks at the all-too-
common problems of poverty and bullying. [JMit] 
READ ALSO: Stay a Little Longer by Bali Rai

JASON REYNOLDS
LOOK BOTH WAYS
KNIGHTS OF 2019 (PBK) 208PP £6.99 ISBN 9781999642594

When the school bell rings the walkers are set free! For ten blocks there are no parents 
or teachers telling them what to do. In ten blocks and ten tales we find out what 
really happens on the walk home from school. Published by Knights Of, an inclusive 
publishing house dedicated to creating quality content for all children, Look Both 
Ways is a good example of how this ethos works. The ten tales here are surprising and 
touching, featuring a diverse range of memorable characters. [BFra] 
READ ALSO: A Kind of Spark by Elle McNicoll

JASON REYNOLDS
PATINA
KNIGHTS OF 2019 (PBK) 256PP £6.99 ISBN 9781999642556

Cared for by loving godparents since her father’s sudden death and her mother’s 
incapacitation through diabetes, twelve-year-old Patina still carries too much of the 
mental load for her younger sister, Maddy. But learning teamwork through her out-of-
school track relay team is her release and her salvation. Realistic, and a gift for anyone 
who loves to run. [AP] 
READ ALSO: Ghost, Lu and Sunny by Jason Reynolds
 

JEWELL PARKER RHODES 
GHOST BOYS
ORION CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 224PP £6.99 ISBN 9781510104396

Jerome is a twelve-year-old ghost, killed by a white cop while playing with a toy gun 
in his Chicago neighbourhood. His spirit is trapped, watching his community mourn 
and unable to comprehend such profound injustice, until another young ghost named 
Emmet Till reaches out. Jerome is a wonderfully complex character, simultaneously a 
sensitive child and mature before his time, and his relationships both before and after 
death are beautifully developed. A necessarily tough and disturbing read that is also 
generous and hopeful. [RS] 
READ ALSO: The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
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ANDY ROBB 
SMASHED 
UCL AN PUBLISHING 2021 (PBK) 322PP £7.99 ISBN 9781912979400

Smashed is a contemporary exploration of what it means to be man in a world where 
our expectations of masculinity are being challenged. Teenage narrator Jamie 
struggles to embrace manhood after his much-loved alcoholic father has hit his 
mother. Smashed is a text with several layers, just like its narrator. One of the core 
messages is that life is messy, and sometimes good people do bad things, yet we love 
them. Generational alcoholism, race, class and the power of love are other themes. 
[JE] 
READ ALSO: Kerb-Stain Boys: The Crongton Broadway Robbery by Alex Wheatle

LIBBY SCOTT and REBECCA WESTCOTT 
DO YOU KNOW ME?
SCHOL ASTIC 2020 (PBK) 320PP £6.99 ISBN 9780702300950

This is a perfectly pitched story with delightful bursts of unexpected humour. Tally 
has ASD, which can make navigating a neurotypical world feel very daunting. When 
faced with the prospect of going to a week-long adventure camp, she must overcome 
the urge to let her worries decide what she does and leap out of her comfort zone. 
A mix of informative diary-style entries and third-person point of view combine to 
create an empowering tale about finding your tribe and accepting people for who they 
are. [SF] 
READ ALSO: Can You See Me? by Libby Scott and Rebecca Westcott

KIM SLATER
A SEVEN-LETTER WORD
MACMILL AN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2016 (HBK) 304PP £9.99 ISBN 9781509801121

Scrabble is cleverly woven into both the form and content of this novel about a 
teenager’s search for the mother who abandoned him. Finlay’s stutter renders 
him unable to speak and open to bullying, but he uses his Scrabble prowess as an 
alternative means of expression. Initially, this may seem a predictable tale about 
overcoming adversity, but it develops into an intriguing mystery as Finlay investigates 
his mother’s disappearance. Knowledge of Scrabble is not necessary! [KH] 
READ ALSO: Finding Your Voice by Kim Hood

DARREN SIMPSON
SCAVENGERS 
USBORNE PUBLISHING 2019 (PBK) 336PP £6.99 ISBN 9781474956024

This is the intriguing tale of Landfill, a young scavenger living in an industrial 
wasteland. His protector, old Babagoo, has rules for keeping safe, but Landfill isn’t 
so sure about following them any more. With playful use of language and plenty of 
page-turning twists and turns, Scavengers is a compelling read. By turns shocking and 
moving, it explores our need for hope and connection, in particular with family. [PS] 
READ ALSO: The Memory Thieves by Darren Simpson
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REBECCA STEAD 
THE LIST OF THINGS THAT WILL NOT CHANGE
ANDERSEN PRESS 2020 (HBK) 224PP £12.99 ISBN 9781783449378

Bea has had a lot to deal with since her parents broke up and her dad came out as gay. 
Her loving family and friends and a perceptive therapist have helped her through, and 
she now has a lot to look forward to as her family changes and expands. But will she 
be able to forgive herself for past mistakes? A captivating and moving novel that takes 
an honest look at the challenges and joys of family life and shines with love, hope and 
resilience. [SMcN] 
READ ALSO: Tremendous Things by Susin Nielsen

NIC STONE illustrated by CAMILLA RUE
CLEAN GETAWAY
KNIGHTS OF 2020 (PBK) 240PP £6.99 ISBN 9781913311025

A rip-roaring adventure story overflowing with heart, this book uses a traditional 
road-trip narrative to explore complicated ideas about race and colourism in America. 
As William (aka Scoob) and his G’ma embark on their intergenerational adventure, 
we see how deep the roots of prejudice go and the lasting effects it can have on both a 
familial and societal level. Despite the heaviness of the themes, the tone is light, and 
the mystery threaded throughout is guaranteed to make the pages turn themselves! 
[SF] 
READ ALSO: The Lotterys Plus One by Emma Donoghue

ALAN TITLEY deartha ag CAOMHÁN SCOLAÍ 
GLUAISEACHT 
AN GÚM 2009 (BOG) 134LCH €7.50 ISBN 9781857917550     

Nuair is é Alan Titley a scríobh, tá a fhios agat go bhfuil scéal eisceachtúil i ndán 
duit. Scéal faoi sheasamh na dtréan atá anseo, cé nach bhfuil sa phríomhphearsa ach 
gasúr. Práinn, sceon, aineolas, leochaileacht atá chun tosaigh ag tús an úrscéil ach 
céard faoi dheireadh an scéil – an dtránn na mothúcháin sin le linn an turais agus é ag 
baint a cheann scríbe amach? Scéal a thugann aghaidh ar an gcomhdhaonnacht is ea 
seo. Léitheoireacht riachtanach do gach duine óg sa domhan ilchultúrtha seo. [LNíC] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Gonta le Alex Hijmans 

MAGGIE TOKUDA-HALL
THE MERMAID, THE WITCH AND THE SEA
WALKER BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 416PP £7.99 ISBN 9781406395501

On the ship Leviathan, Flora – disguised as the boy Florian – guards the wealthy 
Evelyn, en route to an arranged marriage. But, unknown to them, the ship is manned 
by pirates and the seas they venture into are full of strange creatures. This rich and 
engrossing romantic fantasy is attentive to gender – this is a world where women 
are ‘replaceable’ – and sexual orientation, without getting heavy-handed on the 
matter. The impact of race, empire and colonialism also inform the characters’ arcs 
throughout. [CH] 
READ ALSO: Contender: The Chosen by Taran Matharu
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VARIOUS AUTHORS illustrated by VARIOUS ILLUSTRATORS
HAPPY HERE: 10 STORIES FROM BLACK BRITISH 
AUTHORS AND ILLUSTRATORS
KNIGHTS OF 2021 (PBK) 267PP £6.99 ISBN 9781913311162

This collection of short stories places the spotlight on a talented group of Black British 
creatives. This is a varied collection, with tales to pique the interest of any reader – from 
poems about rock-star best friends to stories about fairy-tale shape-shifters longing to 
experience normality. With a beautiful introduction by Sharna Jackson, this book will 
affirm readers’ belief in the necessity of diversity in literature. The incredible illustrations 
will take your breath away. An important book for all children to read. [AMcC] 
READ ALSO: How High the Moon by Karyn Parsons

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL with VARIOUS CONTRIBUTORS
HERE I STAND:  
STORIES THAT SPEAK FOR FREEDOM
WALKER BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 320PP £7.99 ISBN 9781406373746

Chris Riddell’s startlingly effective cover and endpapers depict an androgynous captive 
breaking out of chains. It’s a fitting introduction indeed to a volume subtitled ‘stories 
that speak from freedom’ in which international authors, poets and illustrators, amongst 
them Chibundu Onuzo, Bali Rai, A.L. Kennedy and Sarah Crossan, explore the notion 
of human rights under the auspices of Amnesty International and Walker Books. At the 
heart of this book is the hope that love, justice, humanity and freedom will ultimately 
prevail. [CR] 
READ ALSO: Step into Your Power: 23 Lessons on How to Live Your Best Life by Jamia 
Wilson and Andrea Pippins

CHRIS VIK  
GIRL. BOY. SEA.
ZEPHYR 2020 (PBK) 304PP £7.99 ISBN 9781789541380 

Gripping from the very first page, what begins as a classic survival tale á la The Life of 
Pi, featuring immigration and asylum seeking, evolves into an exploration of how a 
friendship can transcend linguistic and cultural boundaries. Using the sea as his canvas, 
Chris Vik makes the case that stories are as vital as food or water. Moreover, the bond 
between our heroes, Bill and Aya, shows the reader that, once all of our differences are 
stripped away, we’re all the same underneath. [SF] 
READ ALSO: Illegal by Eoin Colfer, Andrew Donkin and Giovanni Rigano

CAO WENXUAN translated by HELEN WANG
DRAGONFLY EYES
WALKER BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 384PP £7.99 ISBN 9781406378252

This epic family saga focuses on Ah Mei, a little girl growing up in Shanghai in the 
1950s and 60s, and her French Nainai (grandmother). The author and translator write 
beautifully about the culture and traditions of that time and place, reminding us that, 
despite any differences, we have much in common. Dragonfly Eyes beautifully describes 
the simple joys of everyday life and the heartbreaking losses the family experiences 
through wars, poverty and China’s Cultural Revolution. [AH] 
READ ALSO: White Horse by Ya Ge
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ALEX WHEATLE
THE HUMILIATIONS OF WELTON BLAKE
BARRINGTON STOKE 2021 (PBK) 144PP £7.99 ISBN 9781781129494

Nerdy Star Wars fan Welton hits the jackpot when cool girl Carmella agrees to go 
out with him. Disasters follow in the form of broken mobile phones and money-
demanding school bullies – his separated parents are not doing so well either. A 
short read but packed with all the characters and plot you would expect in a book 
that spans the complications of both school and family life, tying it all together with 
pragmatism, a dash of optimism and a smart (sometimes gross) sense of humour. [AG] 
READ ALSO: Rook by Anthony McGowan

VICTORIA WILLIAMSON
THE BOY WITH THE BUTTERFLY MIND
FLORIS BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 264PP £7.99 ISBN 9781782506003

This book, written in dual voices, provides an honest insight into a boy’s life with 
ADHD. Jamie and Elin’s families have blended together, and while Jamie doesn’t like 
change, he’s doing his best to make everyone happy. Elin refuses to be happy with the 
situation and works hard to try and undo everything. Soon both Jamie and Elin learn 
that there’s no such thing as normal, that perfect really is just being yourself and that 
family is family. [LC] 
READ ALSO: Joey Pigza Loses Control by Jack Gantos

JACQUELINE WILSON illustrated by NICK SHARRATT
LOVE FRANKIE
PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE 2020 (PBK) 432PP £7.99 ISBN 9780552577915

Jacqueline Wilson is known for not shying away from the realities of the harder things 
in life, and Frankie is dealing with a lot. Her parents are divorced, and her mum is 
coping with MS. The boy next door wants to be more than friends, but Frankie thinks 
she might want to kiss Sally, one of the girls that bullies her. A coming-of-age story 
about the strength of family, and the confusion and the all-consuming rush of first-
time love and all the uncertainties that come with it. [JMur] 
READ ALSO: The Quiet at the End of the World by Lauren James

KELLY YANG 
FRONT DESK 
KNIGHTS OF 2021 (PBK) 208PP £6.99 ISBN 9781913311094

Since Mia and her parents immigrated to America they have lived in the Calivista 
Motel, where Mia works at the front desk after school. Barely able to survive on their 
small wage, the family helps other immigrants who need a place to stay, keeping it a 
secret from Mr Yao, the motel owner. Mia is courageous and determined to build a 
better life for her family and friends. This inspirational story is the first in a trilogy 
and is loosely based on the author’s life. [FM] 
READ ALSO: Three Keys by Kelly Yang
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BECKY ALBERTALLI and ADAM SILVERA
WHAT IF IT’S US?
SIMON & SCHUSTER 2018 (PBK) 448PP £7.99 ISBN 9781471176395

What happens when the meet-cute of your dreams becomes a reality? In this story, 
we follow Arthur and Ben as they scour New York City in search of each other after a 
chance meeting. Themes of prejudice, inequality and privilege are organically woven 
through a story that deals with teenage romance, family worries and complicated 
friendships. Albertalli and Silvera deftly portray the rollercoaster of young LGBTQ+ 
love with joy, trepidation and heartache. An endearing and hopeful story that makes 
us ask ‘what if?’ [CN-M] 
READ ALSO: Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe by Benjamin 
Alire Sáenz

ASPHYXIA
FUTURE GIRL
ALLEN & UNWIN 2020 (PBK) 384PP £10.99 ISBN 9781911679004

Piper is Deaf and lives in a future Australia where oil prices are rocketing and people 
are struggling with limited food resources. When she meets the charismatic Marley, 
he introduces her to the revelatory world of sign language, and Piper begins to 
question what she has been taught about the world and her place in it. This book is in 
the style of an art journal and the engaging illustrations and clippings will appeal to 
creative readers as well as fans of futuristic fiction. [NG] 
READ ALSO: Wonderstruck by Brian Selznick

DEAN ATTA illustrated by ANSHIKA KHULLAR
THE BLACK FLAMINGO
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 359PP £12.99 ISBN 9781444948608

Growing up, Michael has always felt like he is never enough: not black enough, not 
Cypriot enough, not masculine enough, not gay enough and not able to be true to 
himself enough. As he embarks on his first year in university, these feelings of not 
belonging anywhere intensify – that is, until he meets Mzz Behaviour. In Drag 
Society, Michael is finally free to explore who he really is and who he is becoming. 
[RCon] 
READ ALSO: One by Sarah Crossan 

LAURA BATES 
THE BURNING
SIMON & SCHUSTER 2019 (PBK) 352PP £7.99 ISBN 9781471170201 

A new beginning in a new country, yet Anna’s past threatens to destroy her new life. 
A gritty, hard-hitting book, detailing how one stupid mistake can define someone for 
the rest of their life. The novel gives an unflinching account of the falsehoods that can 
be spread on social media. Told with stunning imagery and strong links to Scottish 
witchcraft trials, the story shows how the treatment of women in society has changed 
little since so-called witches were burned for their transgressions. [CC] 
READ ALSO: Asking for It by Louise O’Neill
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KALYNN BAYRON
CINDERELLA IS DEAD
BLOOMSBURY YA 2020 (PBK) 400PP £7.99 ISBN 9781526621979

Sophia knows she must attend the King’s Ball and secure a husband. She must be 
like Cinderella. Failing to do so could prove deadly. Yet, she yearns for the power of 
choice. She defiantly escapes and teams up with the fearless redhead Constance in a 
search for the truth behind Cinderella’s twisted tale. In this feminist retelling, Bayron 
offers a dark but ultimately hopeful new spin on a classic. Read for an inclusive and 
compelling tale of resistance, deftly exploring oppression, unrealistic ideals and 
queerness. [GP] 
READ ALSO: Tangleweed and Brine by Deirdre Sullivan and Karen Vaughan

ANGELINE BOULLEY
THE FIREKEEPER’S DAUGHTER
ROCK THE BOAT (ONEWORLD) 2021 (HBK) 496PP £12.99 ISBN 9781786079046

Born out of wedlock to teenage parents, Daunis has struggled to be accepted but has 
always been seen as too Indian for her French–Italian grandparents and too white 
for her father’s Native American tribe. But then tragedy strikes close to home and 
brings Daunis face to face with the drug problems ravaging both the Native American 
and local hockey communities. The author’s use of Native American phrases and 
traditions throughout gives an insightful glimpse into her culture. [MBT] 
READ ALSO: The Absolutely True Story of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie

HOLLY BOURNE 
ARE WE ALL LEMMINGS & SNOWFLAKES? 
USBORNE PUBLISHING 2018 (PBK) 400PP £7.99 ISBN 9781474933612

Olive is not having a good time. She is struggling with her mental health, finding 
relationships with other people difficult and worried about her exam results. Looking 
for help, she attends Camp Reset, which offers therapy and counselling specifically for 
teenagers. In a touching and humorous way, this book shines a light on an important 
but often hidden issue: how to find a way to cope in the world when you can’t even 
cope with yourself. [DShe] 
READ ALSO: The Places I’ve Cried in Public by Holly Bourne

TANYA BYRNE
AFTERLOVE
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 400PP £7.99 ISBN 9781444955958 

Ash Persaud, unlucky in love, has a brave, romantic, stupid heart. When she meets 
Poppy Morgan on a school trip, Ash thinks she could be the one to end all the false 
starts. Except starts don’t get falser than dying at sixteen and waking up with a job to 
do. An intense blush of delighted first love, Afterlove sweeps Ash and readers up in the 
tide of the uncontrollable universe. But with love and family, there is always reason to 
look to hopeful shores. [ShaM]  
READ ALSO: Radio Silence by Alice Oseman
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KACEN CALLENDER
FELIX EVER AFTER
FABER & FABER 2021 (PBK) 368PP £7.99 IBSN 9780571368013

This is a truly honest story following Felix Love, a boy who feels like he never really 
fits in, being Black, queer and transgender alongside attending a prestigious school 
while coming from a working-class family. While receiving transphobic messages, 
his father struggling to accept his transition and his mother fleeing, Felix is also 
confronted with the complexities of gender labels. Callender bravely questions 
definitions of gender while also challenging the reader to never assume about people’s 
private lives. This story is raw, open and breathtakingly real. [PC] 
READ ALSO: Heartstopper by Alice Oseman

SUE CHEUNG
CHINGLISH
ANDERSEN PRESS 2019 (PBK) 384PP £6.99 ISBN 9781783448395 

Written in the first person, this narrative about a troubled, precocious teenage girl of 
Chinese descent who struggles to navigate the pitfalls of family dysfunction, poverty 
and racism in 1980s England is a meditation on how to survive in a world where one 
is misunderstood. The novel is written in the form of a diary, accompanied by vivid 
illustrations depicting the main events in the protagonist’s life. Brimming with dark 
humour, the language is engaging and its message of hope is powerful. [AKee] 
READ ALSO: The Last Paper Crane by Kerry Drewery 

WAI CHIM
THE SURPRISING POWER OF A GOOD 
DUMPLING
ALLEN & UNWIN 2019 (PBK) 400PP £6.99 ISBN 9781911631538

This book follows the life of sixteen-year-old Anna Chiu as she navigates the 
challenges of family and first love. Her mother remains in bed struggling with 
mental illness, so Anna is tasked with caring for her two younger siblings. Her father 
spends most days at his restaurant, where she meets delivery boy Rory and discovers 
a passion for cooking. But what will happen when her mother steps outside again? A 
heartwarming tale of perseverance, loyalty and the simple power of food to overcome 
cultural differences. [AS] 
READ ALSO: With the Fire on High by Elizabeth Acevedo

CAT CLARKE 
LETTING GO
BARRINGTON STOKE 2019 (PBK) 80PP £7.99 ISBN 9781781128381

Agnes has been hiding from life since her world-ending break-up with Ellie, but 
because of a promise she made in the past, she has somehow ended up on top of a 
mountain with her ex and her ex’s new boyfriend, Steve. Totally normal. Agnes is 
way out of her comfort zone, but when the weather turns and tensions rise, she finds 
her inner strength again. This uplifting quick read about loss, acceptance and finding 
yourself is particularly suitable for reluctant or dyslexic readers. [DL] 
READ ALSO: Just Another Little Lie by Eve Ainsworth
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DHONIELLE CLAYTON, TIFFANY D. JACKSON, NIC STONE, 
ANGIE THOMAS, ASHLEY WOODFOLK and NICOLA YOON
BLACKOUT
ELECTRIC MONKEY 2021 (PBK) 272PP £7.99 ISBN 9780755503063

Sweet stories of hope, romance and Black joy are interlinked in this novel by six 
powerhouse authors. Set during a blackout on one hot summer night in New York 
City, the anthology follows teens at various points in their journeys to discovering 
themselves and the wonders of love, both new and renewed, all while overcoming 
various technological obstacles on their way to the same block party. A swoony, 
atmospheric read about coming of age on a night and in a world full of limitless 
possibilities. [SK] 
READ ALSO: The Sun Is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon

BRIAN CONAGHAN 
THE WEIGHT OF A THOUSAND FEATHERS 
BLOOMSBURY YA 2018 (PBK) 368PP £7.99 ISBN 9781408871546 

Bobby is seventeen years old and cares for his mother, who has motor neurone disease, 
and his brother Danny while trying to keep up with his schoolwork and figure out 
who he really is. A powerful love story about this unique family of three, as Bobby 
grieves for the family he had while hanging on to the bond they share through music 
and humour. This beautiful novel deals sensitively with the topics of illness, love, 
sexuality, dignified death and friendship. [JL] 
READ ALSO: Notes on My Family by Emma Critchley 

MEL DARBON 
ROSIE LOVES JACK 
USBORNE PUBLISHING 2018 (PBK) 336PP £7.99 ISBN 9781474937832 
When Jack and Rosie split up, Rosie will do anything to be with him again, even if 
that means leaving home. Jack makes her Rosie, and Rosie takes away Jack’s anger. 
Rosie braves the world on her own to see Jack again, and to prove that she is capable 
of having one thing that is often taken for granted – independence. A poignant and 
moving story about Down’s syndrome, breaking down stereotypes and the strength it 
takes to be ourselves before we are anything else. [DP]  
READ ALSO: I Have No Secrets by Penny Joelson 

INDIA DESJARDINS translated by SOLANGE OUELLET 
illustrated by MARIANNE FERRER
A STORY ABOUT CANCER  
(WITH A HAPPY ENDING) 
FRANCES LINCOLN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2019 (HBK) 96PP £9.99 ISBN 9781786032188 

This graphic novel, aimed at young adult readers, deals with the difficult topic of the 
serious illness of a young person. The first-person narrator is a fifteen-year-old girl 
diagnosed with leukaemia five years earlier and now approaching a clinical review. 
Though she has been through so much, the narrator is a typical teenager – dramatic, 
critical, embarrassed by her parents and falling in love for the first time. This 
beautifully produced book informs, educates and entertains. [DMcM] 
READ ALSO: Can You See Me? by Libby Scott and Rebecca Westcott
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KIT de WAAL
BECOMING DINAH
ORION CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 240PP £7.99 ISBN 9781510105706

Dinah is on a journey that, from the start, does not go as she had planned. The decision 
to leave her home, the strange commune where she grew up, is a huge one. During her 
journey, she faces many situations that seem at first unconnected but are ultimately all 
linked to the final destination and the new identity Dinah must make for herself. A 
gorgeously written book, using no jargon or slang, which beautifully explores the issues 
that play on Dinah’s youthful mind. [ABea] 
READ ALSO: Rose, Interrupted by Patrice Lawrence

S.A. DOMINGO
LOVE ON THE MAIN STAGE
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 394PP £7.99 ISBN 9781444954210

Nova is nursing a broken heart as she spends her summer working on her parents’ food 
truck at music festivals. The last thing she expects is to fall head over heels for cute 
American musician Sam Rodriguez. Domingo’s writing is engaging and evocative, 
presenting relatable characters and complex topics such as race, socio-economic 
status and sexuality with nuance and sensitivity, offset against an immersive festival 
backdrop brimming with summer vibes. A wholesome teen romance about navigating 
relationships, developing self-confidence and living life to the fullest. [JG] 
READ ALSO: Open Road Summer by Emery Lord

GAL-DEM illustrated by JESS NASH
‘I WILL NOT BE ERASED’: OUR STORIES ABOUT 
GROWING UP AS PEOPLE OF COLOUR
WALKER BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 208PP £7.99 ISBN 9781406386370

Gal-Dem is an award-winning online and print magazine, created and curated by women 
and non-binary people of colour. This is a must-read collection of stories from people 
of colour about growing up as such. Topics range from identity, sexuality, family, love 
and power, and within these brutally honest accounts, any reader will be able to find 
strength, inspiration and solace. This book is a declaration of self-love, acceptance and 
advice the writers wish they could have given to their younger selves. [EDor] 
READ ALSO: Somebody Give This Heart a Pen by Sophie Thakur

NICOLA GARRARD 
29 LOCKS
HOPEROAD PUBLISHING SEPT 2021 (PBK) 186PP £8.99 ISBN  9781913109844

29 Locks is a fast-paced and engaging coming-of-age tale set in and around London, 
where Donny and his mother grapple with extreme poverty. Donny’s life lacks stability 
and changes further when he is placed in foster care in the countryside, where he 
befriends a lockkeeper. Violence and the harrowing reality of drug dealing are key to the 
plot, but it is ultimately a story of redemption. Teenagers with a keen moral compass for 
the unfairness and inequality of life will find lots to think about here. [DO’R] 
READ ALSO: Orangeboy by Patrice Lawrence
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NATÁLIA GOMES
AFTER THE RAIN
HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 354PP £7.99 ISBN 9780008291815

This is the touching story of two teenagers who survive a terrorist attack in central 
London. Alice and Jack come together to work through the physical and mental 
trauma of the attack, and they do not allow the trauma they experienced to define 
who they are or what their futures will be. Their friendship blooms despite differing 
experiences and backgrounds, and they demonstrate that fulfilling, meaningful lives 
can be forged from the ashes. A powerful and provocative story about the importance 
of connection and friendship. [AMon] 
READ ALSO: Turtles All the Way Down by John Green

JARLATH GREGORY
WHAT LOVE LOOKS LIKE
THE O’BRIEN PRESS 2021 (PBK) 240PP €9.99 ISBN 9781788491624

Meet Ben, seventeen, gay and looking for love. Refreshingly honest, yet sometimes 
naïve, Ben has everything mapped out – teacher training awaits, family life is good. 
His best friends, Chelsea and Soda, bring advice and life tips on the joys and perils 
of love with their own compelling stories in contemporary Dublin’s LGBTQ+ 
community. Navigating bullying, anti-LGBTQ+ sentiment and the North/South 
view of ‘coming out’ in Ireland, Gregory gives a realistic and optimistic picture of life 
for Irish teenagers exploring their sexuality. [BFal] 
READ ALSO: The Falling in Love Montage by Ciara Smyth

AYESHA HARRUNA ATTAH
THE DEEP BLUE BETWEEN
PUSHKIN PRESS 2020 (PBK) 256PP £7.99 ISBN 9781782692669

Hassana and Husseina are twin sisters, separated after their village is attacked and 
they are both kidnapped. The story follows each sister on a personal journey through 
slavery, learning new cultures and adapting to new religions along the way. They 
dream of finding each other, and in their visions they are only separated by blue water. 
Interestingly, the story is told in both the first and third person. This is a compelling, 
magical and undeniably wonderful story of love, loss and courage. [KT] 
READ ALSO: The Gilded Ones by Namina Forna

TIFFANY D. JACKSON 
MONDAY’S NOT COMING
KATHERINE TEGEN BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 464PP £7.99 ISBN 9780062422682

Claudia and Monday are best friends helping each other navigate challenges in 
school and at home. Claudia is dismayed when she can’t contact Monday after a 
summer vacation, and the situation worsens when nobody seems to share Claudia’s 
concern that her friend has disappeared. An engrossing mystery and a heartbreaking 
indictment of racism and socio-economic inequality, this book also celebrates 
friendship and gives an insight into living with dyslexia. A compelling read that deals 
with issues of child abuse and miscarriage – difficult but worth it. [SMcN] 
READ ALSO: Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson
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PENNY JOELSON
THINGS THE EYE CAN’T SEE
ELECTRIC MONKEY 2020 (PBK) 304PP £7.99 ISBN 9781405294911

When Libby receives a mysterious note from an old classmate, she is equal parts 
concerned and terrified. Libby and her guide dog, Samson, along with her friends 
Madz and Kyle, set out to uncover the mystery of Charlie’s disappearance. Libby must 
contend with her overprotective parents and the prejudices of other people in order 
to find out the truth. This poignant tale shows us that sometimes there is more to the 
world than what we can see with our eyes. [SR] 
READ ALSO: Girl in the Window by Penny Joelson

SABINA KHAN 
ZARA HOSSAIN IS HERE
SCHOL ASTIC 2021 (PBK) 336PP £7.99 ISBN 9780702308369

As the only Muslim in her high school, Zara stands out. Every day she faces abuse 
and comments, especially from Tyler Benson. But when she dares to challenge 
him, he vandalises her locker, which sets off a major chain of events. Zara’s parents 
contemplate moving back to Pakistan, but that will upend Zara’s life; and being 
bisexual, she may face even more prejudice from her own people. But how can she stay 
if her parents go? This is a poignant, powerful story about the racism and prejudice 
faced by immigrants. [CMcG] 
READ ALSO: The Love and Lies of Rukshana Ali by Sabina Khan

MUHAMMAD KHAN 
I AM THUNDER 
MACMILL AN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 320PP £7.99 ISBN 9781509874057 

Muzna Saleem dreams of being a writer, yet her controlling parents want her to be a 
doctor and they have strict rules about her behaviour. When her friend Salma is shamed, 
Muzna realises the cost of mistakes in her community. At her new school, Muzna falls 
for the charismatic Arif, who encourages her to explore her religion and deepen her 
faith. But his brother’s views worry her, and she finds herself in an impossible position. 
A powerful début about racism and the power of speaking out. [JD] 
READ ALSO: The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo

ERIC LINDSTROM
A TRAGIC KIND OF WONDERFUL
HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 352PP £7.99 ISBN 9780008147501

Mel’s superpower is not thinking about the things she doesn’t want to think about – 
her bipolar disorder, her parents’ divorce, what happened to her brother Nolan. But 
when Mel opens up to Dr Jordan and the engaging elderly residents of Silver Sands, 
she discovers that self-acceptance and connection can turn a life around. In this real, 
witty and wise book full of heart, which deals sensitively and originally with mental 
health, Mel finds a way back to the friends she’s pushed away, and to herself. [AW] 
READ ALSO: Girl in Pieces by Kathleen Glasgow
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RACHAEL LIPINCOTT, MIKKI DAUGHTRY  
and TOBIAS IACONIS 
FIVE FEET APART
SIMON & SCHUSTER 2018 (PBK) 288PP £7.99 ISBN 9781471182310

Stella Grant is seventeen and has cystic fibrosis. Her only chance of having a better 
life is a lung transplant, and she is willing to keep everything under control to prevent 
jeopardising that. Until she meets Will, a stubborn and rebellious CF patient, whom 
she must stay six feet away from. A compelling story about the difference between 
living and surviving. [CF] 
READ ALSO: The Fault in Our Stars by John Green

JENNIFER MATHIEU
MOXIE
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 400PP £7.99 ISBN 9781444940633

Set in a small town in Texas, this is the engaging story of Vivian Clark and her 
burgeoning feminist consciousness. In a school where macho sports culture and 
blatant sexism abounds, Vivian (inspired by her mother’s ‘misspent youth box’) 
creates Moxie, a feminist zine that she distributes anonymously in her school. This 
is a wonderful book with characters that don’t conform to many of the stereotypes 
depicted in American popular culture – surprising, revelatory and thought-provoking. 
[AMcD] 
READ ALSO: We Set the Dark on Fire by Tehlor Kay Mejia

JENNY McLACHLAN
TRULY, WILDLY, DEEPLY
BLOOMSBURY YA 2018 (PBK) 320PP £7.99 ISBN 9781408879740 

For Annie, a new school and new year promise a fresh start. As a teenager with 
cerebral palsy, she craves the chance to assert her independence and to be seen beyond 
labels. Life at Cliff College means new friends, subjects and parties – romance was not 
part of the plan. When Annie meets Fab, however, he has other ideas. This is a novel 
filled with warmth and humour, guided by Annie’s fresh and witty narration and 
Fab’s bold energy. A romance defined by possibility! [SCal]  
READ ALSO: Stargazing for Beginners by Jenny McLachlan

LIZE MEDDING
THE SAD GHOST CLUB
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 208PP £10.99 ISBN 9781444957358

This graphic novel gives us a glimpse of the life of the titular sad ghost who’s simply 
doing their best each day, even if they think their best is not good enough. This is an 
enlightening introduction for young readers to the experience of living with mental 
illness, illustrated beautifully in a colour palette that mirrors the sadness of the 
protagonist. Although the subject matter is relatable, reading may be best done with 
some adult guidance to help navigate the themes. [DC] 
READ ALSO: On a Sunbeam by Tillie Walden



AGE 0–2

99THE DIVE RSIT Y, INCLUSION AND RE PRE SE NTATION RE ADING GUIDE 99THE DIVE RSIT Y, INCLUSION AND RE PRE SE NTATION RE ADING GUIDE

YOUNG ADULT

C.G. MOORE
GUT FEELINGS
UCL AN PUBLISHING 2021 (PBK) 400PP £7.99 ISBN 9781912979431 

This is the story of author Christopher Moore’s struggle with chronic illness 
throughout his life. We begin this journey with Christopher as a young boy of eleven, 
first learning about his illness and what would follow. As the book moves on and 
Christopher becomes a teenager and young adult, the reader is gripped by the lyrical 
wording, feeling each emotion alongside the author. This tale is one of hardship, 
loss and, ultimately, acceptance – of coming to terms with the situation one finds 
themselves in and learning to love themselves again. [E-LM] 
READ ALSO: Furious Thing by Jenny Downham

ÉILÍS Ní DHUIBHNE 
AISLING NÓ INÍON A 
COIS LIFE 2015 (BOG) 200LCH €10.00 ISBN 9781907494499 

Scéal faoi bhean óg, Aisling, a bhfuil dúshláin mhóra roimpi. Caithfidh sí dul i ngleic 
leis an saol mar atá in ainneoin an bhrú atá uirthi - brú intinne, brú ón tsochaí agus 
brú óna muintir a bhfuil idéil agus luachanna traidisiúnta acu. Pléitear difríochtaí 
creidimh i measc daoine muinteartha, an tionchar a bhíonn ag creideamh duine 
ar dhaoine mórthimpeall orthu, agus conas is gá athbhreithniú agus machnamh a 
dhéanamh ar chreidimh scaití. Caithfidh Aisling a bheith láidir le héirí amach as a 
cruachás. Leabhar tábhachtach agus ábhartha. [LNicanB] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Hurlamaboc le hÉilís Ní Dhuibhne

MEADHBH Ní EADHRA 
FAYE 
LEABHAIRCOMHAR 2017 (BOG) 69LCH €8.00 ISBN 9780993494680 

Tá Faye ag streachailt. Is faoi chúram an Stáit atá sí ag maireachtáil. Bíonn sí i 
dtrioblóid sa bhaile agus ar scoil go minic agus bíonn an tromluí uafásach céanna 
aici gach oíche. Is ar an bpáirc pheile amháin a fheicimid a talann agus sonas inti. 
Ach, nuair a bhuaileann sí le Liam, tosaíonn gach rud ag athrú. Fásann Faye aníos, 
téann sí i ngleic le tragóid phearsanta agus tugann sí aghaidh ar an todhchaí. Scéal 
cumhachtach soléite é seo agus bheadh aon duine óg an-tógtha leis. [SDev] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Pincí sa Ghaeltacht le hÁine Uí Fhoghlú 

LINDA NEWBERY 
THE KEY TO FLAMBARDS 
DAVID FICKLING BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 320PP £7.99 ISBN 9781788450058 

A tribute to K.M. Peyton’s Flambards series, this moving novel tells the story of 
fourteen-year-old Grace and her mother, who are spending their summer in Essex 
after experiencing some traumatic and physical life-changing events. As they adjust 
to their circumstances, including Grace’s prosthetic limb, they uncover some long-
buried family secrets, make new friends and fight to secure the future of Flambards, 
while also coming to understand how strong and resilient they are. With its pacy plot 
and beguiling setting, this story will entertain and inspire. [SMcN] 
READ ALSO: The Flambards series by K.M. Peyton
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SALLY NICHOLLS
THINGS A BRIGHT GIRL CAN DO
ANDERSEN PRESS 2017 (PBK) 432PP £7.99 ISBN 9781783446735

Sally Nicholls has created an ambitious novel built around the women’s suffrage 
movement in London in 1914. Evelyn comes from a comfortable and quite 
conservative background but is starting to realise the constraints put upon her because 
of her sex. Nicholls vividly depicts a world where society is changing and the suffrage 
movement is seeking ways to improve the lot of working women. This is a novel rich 
with historical detail and brilliantly drawn, realistic characters. [LO’H] 
READ ALSO: The Ruby in the Smoke by Philip Pullman

CAROLINE O’DONOGHUE
ALL OUR HIDDEN GIFTS
WALKER BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 400PP £7.99 ISBN 9781406393095

This is a contemporary urban fantasy set in the fictitious Irish town of Kilbeg. The 
novel’s cast of characters represents the diversity expected in an inclusive current 
novel, and then more. Add paranormal activities, Tarot readings, spells and a dark 
witchy undercurrent, and there’s a lot packed into four hundred pages. Kilbeg is well 
drawn and sufficiently detailed to provide a vivid and real setting, while frequent 
references to religious traditions show younger readers the previously powerful grip 
Catholicism had on the country. [JMit] 
READ ALSO: All the Bad Apples by Moïra Fowley-Doyle

MELATU UCHE OKORIE
THIS HOSTEL LIFE
SKEIN PRESS 2021 (PBK) 112PP €10.00 ISBN 9781916493568

Human beings are often trapped behind headlines. These short stories put faces 
and names to people living in Direct Provision in this country. Whether it’s sharing 
experiences of racism with a sceptical local writers’ group or an expectant mother’s 
fear for her twins, considered cursed in her village, this wonderful collection of 
narratives is generous in its honesty, and in offering more than just a point of view, 
Okorie challenges readers to truly see. A vital addition to any conversation about 
modern Ireland. [DO] 
READ ALSO: Pigeon English by Stephen Kelman

ALICE OSEMAN 
HEARTSTOPPER: VOLUME 1 
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 288PP £10.99 ISBN 9781444951394 

This graphic novel is the first in the four-part Heartstopper series. It is about love, 
friendship, loyalty and mental illness. Charlie and Nick are at the same school, but 
they’ve never met – until one day when they’re made to sit together. They quickly 
become friends, and soon Charlie is falling hard for Nick, even though he doesn’t 
think he has a chance. But love works in surprising ways, and Nick is more interested 
in Charlie than either of them realised. This book encompasses all the small stories of 
Nick and Charlie’s lives that together make up something larger, which speaks to all 
of us. [JMur] 
READ ALSO: Loveless by Alice Oseman  
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EMILY X.R. PAN
THE ASTONISHING COLOUR OF AFTER
ORION 2018 (PBK) 480PP £7.99 ISBN 9781510102965

Leigh loses her mother to suicide and must come to terms with what that means for 
her, her grieving father and her relationships. She also faces a first meeting with her 
Taiwanese grandparents. Defining emotions with colour isn’t new, but Leigh’s journey 
is addressed ingeniously using this trope. Without overdoing it, patronising the reader 
or glamourising grief, the ‘colour’ of coping with difficulty and loss will live long with 
the reader. [AI] 
READ ALSO: A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness, Siobhan Dowd and Jim Kay

BRYONY PEARCE
RAISING HELL
UCL AN PUBLISHING 2021 (PBK) 240PP £7.99 ISBN 9781912979547 

Ivy is having a hell of a time, not least because she has to cope with the consequences 
of opening a literal rift in the space–time continuum. But this novel is more than 
just a horror tale about teenagers and dark matter. Pearce uses the concept of magic 
to tackle deeper, more human issues, like death and grief, responsibility and guilt. 
Cinematic, clever and very possibly destined for greatness, this is a must-read for any 
fan of horror titles with a sense of dark humour. [KO’L] 
READ ALSO: Wormwood Gate by Katherine Farmer

MAL PEET illustrated by EMMA SHOARD
THE FAMILY TREE
BARRINGTON STOKE 2018 (PBK) 88PP £7.99 ISBN 9781781128053

Peet’s emotionally charged book about a family breakdown is one that will not be 
easily forgotten. When Benjamin returns to his childhood home and sees the derelict 
state of his father’s old treehouse, he recounts the story of how his parents’ marriage 
broke down in simple yet elegant prose. The book has a dark and sophisticated tone, 
and while it is relatively short, it is hauntingly beautiful – a compelling look at the 
complexities of family life and individual identity. [GK] 
READ ALSO: The Humiliations of Welton Blake by Alex Wheatle

ANNABEL PITCHER
THE LAST DAYS OF ARCHIE MAXWELL
BARRINGTON STOKE 2017 (PBK) 152PP £7.99 ISBN 9781781127285

This novel handles complex issues deftly and with grace. Archie is struggling with 
many things in his life: his dad leaving, being bullied by his so-called friends and 
trying to help Tia, the girl that he likes, who is looking for answers about her brother’s 
death. Archie is spiralling deeper into a dark place where he feels that he is a burden 
and there is only one way out. The pacing is consistent, with the tension mounting as 
things reach a crisis point. [ACJ] 
READ ALSO: Letting Go by Cat Clarke
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JASON REYNOLDS illustrated by CHRIS PRIESTLEY 
LONG WAY DOWN 
FABER & FABER 2018 (PBK) 336PP £7.99 ISBN 9780571335121 

This powerful verse novel takes a compelling look at gun violence in the US through 
the story of Will, whose older brother has just been shot and killed. There are rules 
surrounding a shooting – no crying, no snitching, get revenge – and it’s time for Will 
to act out rule three. In a dream-like sequence, Will meets the ghosts of victims of 
gun violence and must decide if he will continue this cycle. This novel will attract 
even teenagers who don’t consider themselves ‘readers’. [GC] 
READ ALSO: Moonrise by Sarah Crossan

LUCAS ROCHA illustrated by MARINA ESMERALDO 
translated by LARISSA HELENA 
WHERE WE GO FROM HERE 
DAVID FICKLING BOOKS 2021 (HBK) 288PP £12.99 ISBN 9781788451819

Lucas Rocha’s LGBTQ+ novel depicts the lives of three men struggling with their 
connection to HIV. Ian is newly diagnosed and hiding it from family and friends. 
Henrique has only had bad experiences after telling a romantic partner. Victor doesn’t 
feel he can be in a relationship with someone that has HIV. The frustrations of young 
adulthood and misunderstandings allow for Rocha’s novel to take the reader on a 
painful, humorous and, most importantly, realistic journey to acceptance. [MK]  
READ ALSO: Here the Whole Time by Vitor Martins 

LYDIA RUFFLES
THE TASTE OF BLUE LIGHT
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 352PP £7.99 ISBN 9781444936742

Lux, a student at a progressive boarding school for artists, blacks out after a house 
party. She struggles with temporary amnesia and emotion-colour synaesthesia, or 
overlapping senses: she has recurring red nightmares; ‘words and sound have  
colour … I sometimes see words in the air’. The author’s own experience of 
synaesthesia informs both the richness and sensory overload Lux feels – her favourite 
flavour is ‘piano’ but the redness of a Rothko painting overwhelms her. A compelling, 
brilliantly written portrait of recovery after trauma. [ER] 
READ ALSO: Clean by Juno Dawson

ADAM SILVERA
HISTORY IS ALL YOU LEFT ME
SIMON & SCHUSTER 2017 (PBK) 304PP £7.99 ISBN 9781471146183 

Griffin is grieving. He has just lost Theo in a tragic accident and he is devastated by 
sorrow. It’s made worse because the sorrow is a complicated one – Theo was his best 
friend, but also his ex-boyfriend. Silvera shows relationships for what they are –  
intricate and confusing – and how love and friendship can intertwine, tangle and 
become impossible to undo. Ultimately, the novel demonstrates that grief is complex, 
but the history someone leaves can also create a future for those left behind. [CK] 
READ ALSO: I Was Here by Gayle Forman
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NIKESH SHUKLA
THE BOXER
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 288PP £7.99 ISBN 9781444940695

Interspersed with scenes from the climactic fight at its epicentre, Nikesh Shukla’s 
novel tells the story of Sunny and his journey to find himself through the sport of 
boxing after a traumatic experience leaves him shaken. This is a poignant read that 
navigates issues of race, culture and class, presenting a reflection of our own society. 
By following Sunny’s story, readers will gain an understanding of the challenges 
people face every day and the impact they can have, individually and culturally. 
[ABry] 
READ ALSO: The Hate You Give by Angie Thomas

CIANNON SMART
WITCHES STEEPED IN GOLD
HOT KEY BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 533PP £7.99 9781471409585

This is an astonishing female-led fantasy novel, rich in Jamaican myths and folklore, 
with a vibrant magic system that leaps off the page. The book has a cast of Black 
characters that are relatable and compelling. Both Iraya and Jazmyne are unsure of 
themselves at the beginning, but as events unfold, they must either choose to embrace 
who they are and fight for what they believe in or walk away from the power they 
have inherited. A must-read for any advanced fantasy reader. [AD] 
READ ALSO: Children of Blood and Bone by Tomi Adeyemi

CIARA SMYTH
NOT MY PROBLEM
ANDERSEN PRESS 2021 (PBK) 400PP £7.99 ISBN 9781839130854

This coming-of-age novel explores the struggles and relationships of Aideen, a savvy 
high school student with attitude (the interplay between herself and her teacher Miss 
Devlin is one of the book’s most appealing features). A slapstick series of incidents 
with her schoolmates hides the serious challenges and worries Aideen faces with her 
troubled mother and life in general. A contemporary look at friendship, this book is 
filled with all the heartache, hiccups and hilarity experienced by a young girl as she 
faces the world. [CP] 
READ ALSO: The Henna Wars by Adiba Jaigirdar

DERMOT SOMERS
BUAIC
COIS LIFE 2006 (BOG) 165LCH €12.00 ISBN 9781901176665

Tá tuistí Liam scartha, Liam agus Mam in Éirinn, a dhaid, Mike, i Londain le 
bean agus mac óg. Sa scéal drámatúil seo tá Liam ar shléibhte arda na Himiléithe 
ar thaithí oibre don idirbhliain le Mike. Is ceamaradóir agus stiúrthóir gairmiúil é. 
Turas dúshlánach atá rompu! Tá doimhneacht sa tslí ina léirítear an caidreamh idir 
Liam agus Mike. Nochtar tréithe éagsúla daonna mar shaint, uaillmhian, freagracht, 
réiteach fadhbanna agus cairdeas, chomh maith le ról na seirpeach agus tionchar na 
turasóireachta. Scéal den scoth! [PÓF] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Daideo le hÁine Ní Ghlinn
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PHIL STAMPER
THE GRAVITY OF US
BLOOMSBURY YA 2020 (PBK) 352PP £7.99 ISBN 9781526619945

Popular live-streamer Cal moves from Brooklyn to Houston because his father is 
hired to be a pilot on a NASA mission to Mars. One problem: all of the astronauts 
and their families are being filmed for a reality show and Cal is asked to adhere to a 
non-compete clause. There, he meets fellow astrokids Kat and Leon, who becomes 
Cal’s boyfriend. A reminder that hubris can get the best of everyone, to never stop 
questioning the powers that be and that first love is all-consuming. [EKMcN] 
READ ALSO: Redwood and Ponytail by K.A. Holt

RENÉE WATSON
LOVE IS A REVOLUTION 
BLOOMSBURY YA 2021 (PBK) 400PP £7.99 ISBN 9781526616821

Nala loves her cousin Imani but hates spending time with Imani’s new friends, mostly 
because they spend their time planning Inspire Harlem events and criticising other 
people for being problematic. Then Nala meets Tye, a committed social justice activist 
who’s also gorgeous, and before she knows it, she’s pretending to be a community 
organising, natural hair-rocking vegan. This is a joyful celebration of love in its many 
wonderful and frustrating forms – romantic love, familial love, community love and, 
most importantly of all, self-love. [RS] 
READ ALSO: The Kindest Lie by Nancy Johnson

ALEX WHEATLE
CANE WARRIORS
ANDERSEN PRESS 2020 (HBK) 192PP £10.99 ISBN 9781783449873

Set in 1760 in Jamaica, this novel depicts the historical events of Tacky’s War. 
Wheatle, who has roots in the island, doesn’t shy away from the grim realities of 
slavery and how Tacky’s rebellion was suppressed. Told from the point of view of 
young enslaved Mao, the novel is gripping and relatable. Everyday life as an enslaved 
person dominates, showing the ways different people survived their ordeal before the 
rebellion began rippling across the island. Interesting and thought-provoking. [DT] 
READ ALSO: When Life Give You Mangoes by Keren Getten

MÁIRE ZEPF 
NÓINÍN 
COIS LIFE 2019 (BOG) 277LCH €10.00 ISBN 9781907494949    

Úrscéal saorvéarsaíochta atá anseo – an chéad úrscéal dá leithéid sa Ghaeilge go 
bhfios dom – agus tá úire agus beocht ag baint leis dá réir. Teacht in inmhe agus a 
mbaineann léi is ábhar don úrscéal seo – nó, ar a laghad, is é sin a shíltear i dtosach. 
Ardaítear cruacheisteanna lena linn faoi shaol an déagóra in Éirinn an lae inniu 
agus tá ceachtanna práinneacha le foghlaim ag an léitheoir cliste. Tá idir theanga 
agus teachtaireacht shoiléir san úrscéal saorvéarsaíochta seo. Úrscéal fiúntach is ea é. 
[LNíC] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Éalú le hÁine Uí Fhoghlú
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MEDEIA COHAN illustrated by SARAH WALSH
HATS OF FAITH
SHADE 7 PUBLISHING 2017 (BOARD) 12PP £8.99 ISBN 9780957636477

The premise of this board book is a delightfully original one, exploring various beliefs 
and religions through the head pieces their believers wear, such as kippahs or chunnis. 
Many faiths are included in this short book, and Sarah Walsh’s warm illustrations 
also represent people of various genders, ages and ethnic origins. The bright shades of 
gouache and the use of patterns bring the spreads to life. Simple yet informative, this 
short read is a most thoughtful one and fosters respect for our multicultural world 
through learning. (Age 2–4, 5–8) [VLem] 
READ ALSO: Let’s Celebrate by Kate DePalma and Martina Peluso

HENA KHAN illustrated by MEHRDOKHT AMINI
CRESCENT MOONS AND POINTED MINARETS:  
A MUSLIM BOOK OF SHAPES
CHRONICLE BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 36PP £6.99 ISBN 9781797211442

Each exquisite spread in this celebration of Islamic tradition, pattern and architecture 
is a delight. From a beautiful octagonal water fountain to wash in before prayer, to the 
ornately decorated arches guiding the way to Mecca, the use of colour and design is 
stunning. The gentle, rhyming text flows harmoniously throughout, offering insights 
into the many customs of Muslim life across the world. With an invaluable index in the 
endmatter, there are opportunities to learn about shapes and so much more with every 
read. (Age 2–4, 5–8) [LQ] 
READ ALSO: In My Mosque by M.O. Yuksel and Hatem Aly 

CHANA EWING illustrated by PAULINA MORGAN 
AN ABC OF EQUALITY 
FRANCES LINCOLN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 56PP £6.99 ISBN 9780711262133

‘A is for Ability’, ‘B is for Belief ’, ‘C is for Class’. All people have the right to be treated 
fairly, no matter who they are, what they look like or where they come from. An ABC 
of Equality introduces complicated concepts surrounding social justice using simple, 
clear language, accessible to the youngest of children. Bright, uncluttered illustrations 
convey a lot of the message and show a wonderfully diverse cast of characters. A great 
conversation starter with very young readers! (Age 3–6) [JSau] 
READ ALSO: All About Friends by Felicity Brooks and Mar Ferrero

FELICITY BROOKS illustrated by MAR FERRERO 
ALL ABOUT DIVERSITY
USBORNE PUBLISHING 2021 (HBK) 32PP £9.99 ISBN 9781474986649

The newest member of the ‘All About …’ series is a compelling and upbeat examination 
of differences between people. With bright, simple pictures depicting a variety of ages, 
skin tones, abilities and cultures, this book encourages children to learn about and 
interact with everyone with kindness and equality. All About Diversity covers topics 
ranging from clothing and cultural festivals to types of homes and families. There is 
plenty for young readers to explore and talk about as they discover what makes us all 
unique. (Age 4–8) [ST] 
READ ALSO: A Place Called Home by Kate Baker and Rebecca Green
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FELICITY BROOKS illustrated by MAR FERRERO
ALL ABOUT FAMILIES
USBORNE PUBLISHING 2018 (HBK) 32PP £9.99 ISBN 9781474949071

An engaging book highlighting the many variations of family, All About Families is an 
informative resource to encourage awareness, understanding and connection. Blended 
families, same-sex parents, single-parent families, foster parents, adoptive families and 
much more all feature. Brooks writes in a clear, simple style, exploring questions such as 
‘What is a family for?’ and ‘How can a family change?’ and topics like languages, foods 
and celebrations. Mar Ferrero’s bright, busy illustrations are full of activity and are a true 
celebration of family diversity. Ideal for every school library. (Age 4–8) [SQ] 
READ ALSO: An ABC of Families by Abbey Williams and Paulina Morgan

MARIA ISABEL SÁNCHEZ VEGARA illustrated by LISA KOESTERKE
EVONNE GOOLAGONG: LITTLE PEOPLE, BIG DREAMS  
FRANCES LINCOLN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2020 (HBK) 32PP £9.99 ISBN 9780711245853

A young Indigenous Australian girl overcomes poverty, exclusion and prejudice to 
become the number-one tennis player in the world. Older generations may remember the 
excitement the young Evonne created on centre court at Wimbledon, while children will 
love seeing a young person follow their dreams. The colours of the illustrations reflect 
the warmth of the southern sun, while the style subtly references Indigenous Australian 
art. This series of mini-biographies introduces children to the lives of inspiring people, 
fuelling their own dreams. (Age 4–8) [AG] 
READ ALSO: Emmanuel’s Dream: The True Story of Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah by Laurie 
Ann Thompson and Sean Qualls

KATIE DAYNES and JORDAN AKPOJARO  
illustrated by SANDHYA PRABHAT
WHAT IS RACISM? LIFT-THE-FLAP FIRST QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 
USBORNE PUBLISHING SEPT 2021 (BOARD) 12PP £9.99 ISBN 9781474995795
Part of a series of books that ask and answer difficult questions for young children. In 
this welcome addition to the series, the authors explain what racism is, how to recognise 
it and what we can do to eradicate it. It is sensitively written, but doesn’t shy away from 
the harder questions that children might have. Beautifully illustrated, showing a wide 
range of people and their different experiences, and the interactive aspect will appeal to 
children too. (Age 5–8) [PS] 
READ ALSO: Racism and Intolerance by Louise Spilsbury and Hanane Kai 

CAN’T LOSE CANT
KIDS’ OWN PUBLISHING PARTNERSHIP 2021 (BOG) 28LCH €10.00 ISBN 9781902432670 
Foilsithe den chead uair sa bhliain 2003, tá atheagrán den leabhar tábhachtach seo 
tagtha amach anois. Tá cnuasach d’fhocail choitianta sa Bhéarla, sa Chaintis agus sa 
Ghaeilge ann agus treoir maidir le habairtí simplí a chumadh tú féin le d’fhoclóir nua! 
The collage-type feel to the illustrations gives it a sense of being created for and by young 
people. This edition includes a foreword by Oein DeBhairduin and reminds young 
people of the rich Cant language and a call to Swirt tarri a lesko! Raise your voice!  
(Aois 5–8) [CMD] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: Can’t Turn Back – A Book All About Travellers le Kids’ Own 
Publishing Partnership
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JESS FRENCH illustrated by SOL LINERO
HOW TO BE A VET AND OTHER ANIMAL JOBS
NOSY CROW 2021 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781788006972

Do you know an animal-mad young person who wants to spend every day helping every 
creature they can? Have we got a book for you! Pages full of brilliant explanations about 
what vets do all day, what animals they treat and where they work, plus a wide range 
of different jobs just waiting for a dedicated animal lover. Bright, inclusive illustrations 
picture vets and aspiring animal workers from all walks of life. It’s sure to fire kids’ 
imaginations and get them thinking outside the animal box. (Age 5–8) [MEJ] 
READ ALSO: How to Be an Astronaut and Other Space Jobs by Sheila Kanani and Sol Linero

RACHEL GREENER illustrated by CLARE OWEN
MAKING A BABY:  
AN INCLUSIVE GUIDE TO HOW EVERY FAMILY BEGINS
NOSY CROW 2021 (HBK) 32PP £11.99 ISBN 9781788008013

This book is a perfect starting point to explain how new life can begin, including 
IUI, IVF, adoption and surrogacy. Using questions (‘What is a person’s sex?’) and 
conversational, inclusive language (‘Isn’t it amazing to be able to see a baby growing 
inside a person’s womb!’) as well as a glossary, this is an honest, clear introduction to 
baby-making and birth. Owen’s illustrations are emotive and stylish, depicting same-
sex families, single parents and a diversity of ethnicities, religions and abilities.  
(Age 5–8) [ER] 
READ ALSO: The Great Big Book of Families by Mary Hoffman and Ros Asquith

JENNIFER MOORE-MALLINOS aistrithe ag  
TADHG Mac DHONNAGÁIN maisithe ag MARTA FABREGA 
CÉARD A THARLA IDIR MAMAÍ AGUS DAIDÍ?
FUTA FATA 2009 (BOG) 32LCH €5.95 ISBN 9781906907006

Tá athrú tagtha ar shaol an phríomhcharachtair agus tá raon mothúcháin éagsúla á 
mbrath aici. Ní thuigeann sí ar dtús an difríocht sa chaidreamh idir Mamaí agus Daidí, 
agus buaileann go leor mothúchán í idir bhuairt, mhilleán agus bhrón. Trí chomhrá 
cineálta lena tuismitheoirí, tagann sí ar thuiscint nua faoi na hathruithe seo ina saol. Tá 
treoir i gcúl an leabhair do dhaoine fásta chun cabhrú leo labhairt go macánta agus go 
híogair le páistí óga faoin scaradh agus faoin gcolscaradh. (Aois 5–8) [CMD]
LÉIGH FREISIN: Gach Dath Faoin Spéir le Jennifer Moore-Mallinos, Tadhg Mac 
Dhonnagáin agus Marta Fabrega 

JENNIFER MOORE-MALLINOS aistrithe ag TADHG Mac 
DHONNAGÁIN maisithe ag MARTA FABREGA 
TÁ SIONDRÓM DOWN AR LÁRA
FUTA FATA 2009 (BOG) 32LCH €5.95 ISBN 9781906907105

Iniúchann an leabhar seo cairdeas speisialta a fhásann idir beirt ar an gcampa 
samhraidh – Róise agus Lára. Tá cara speisialta ag teastáil ó Lára chun taitneamh agus 
tairbhe a bhaint as an gcampa samhraidh. Tá fíricí a bhaineann leis an Siondróm Down 
mínithe go soiléir agus ní sheachnaíonn an leabhar an bhuairt atá ar pháistí eile an 
champa faoin gcairdeas nua seo. I gcúl an leabhair, tá treoir ann do dhaoine fásta faoi 
conas an scéal agus na ceisteanna a eascraíonn as a láimhseáil. (Aois 5–8) [CMD] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: An Bhfuil tú Cúthail? le Jennifer Moore-Mallinos, Tadhg Mac 
Dhonnagáin agus Marta Fabrega
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TIFFANY ROSE
M IS FOR MELANIN: A CELEBRATION OF THE BLACK CHILD
MACMILL AN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 40PP £7.99 ISBN 9781529062502

From ‘Afros’ to ‘Obama’, ‘Melanin’ to ‘Soul’, this joyful alphabet book is 
unapologetically Black. A life-affirming word, individual or symbol of Black culture 
represents each beautifully illustrated letter, and young people of every hue are 
positively encouraged to pursue their own bright futures. Colour and creativity are 
celebrated through the book’s language and visual narrative – but most important is its 
empowering call to readers: ‘Be You. Love You. Always. All Ways.’ What better message 
is there to pass on to our youngest citizens? (Age 5–8) [LQ] 
READ ALSO: Young, Gifted and Black by Jamia Wilson and Andrea Pippins

FELICITA SALA
A YEAR IN FLEURVILLE:  
RECIPES FROM BALCONIES, ROOFTOPS AND GARDENS
SCRIBBLE UK NOV 2021 (HBK) 40PP £12.99 ISBN 9781913348991

This beautiful book is an ode to diversity, from biodiverse gardens to ethnically diverse 
gardeners who transform home-grown ingredients into recipes that transport us around 
the world. The book itself holds a diverse range of knowledge, covering gardening, cookery, 
community building and sustainability. Just like the community, although these subjects 
are different, they are all interconnected. Painterly illustrations are engaging and depict 
a kind of Eden, with community members side by side, working together towards the 
wellbeing of the world. A balm for the weary soul. (Age 5–8) [VCol] 
READ ALSO: Teatime Around the World by Denyse Waissbluth and Chelsea O’Byrne

MARIA ISABEL SÁNCHEZ VEGARA illustrated by SOPHIE BEER
ELTON JOHN: LITTLE PEOPLE, BIG DREAMS
FRANCES LINCOLN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2020 (HBK) 32PP £9.99 ISBN 9780711258389

This is another exceptional book in this child-friendly biographical series. Vibrantly and 
lavishly illustrated, it shows Reggie’s journey into stardom from his humble beginnings 
and finding comfort in music, changing his name, dealing with suffering despite his 
success, being knighted by the queen, his marriage and the adoption of two sons. It 
normalises homosexuality and self-expression, showing us that, despite life’s challenges, 
music can bring millions of people together. (Age 5–8) [TK] 
READ ALSO: Ru Paul: Little People, Big Dreams by Maria Isabel Sánchez Vegara and 
Wednesday Holmes

MARIA ISABEL SÁNCHEZ VEGARA  
illustrated by MELISSA LEE JOHNSON 
STEVIE WONDER: LITTLE PEOPLE, BIG DREAMS 
FRANCES LINCOLN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2021 (HBK) 32PP £9.99 ISBN 9780711257733 

This uplifting book celebrates people with different abilities. Not only is music prodigy 
Stevie Wonder rightly thrust into the spotlight, but the illustrator also makes a palpable 
effort to include a diverse range of people. Some characters wander the pages of the book 
with the aid of an assistance dog, while others make their way around in their wheelchairs. 
This parallel visual narrative speaks volumes. Thumbing the pages of this book – no matter 
who you are – you’ll be sure to find a reflection of yourself! (Age 5–8) [SB] 
READ ALSO: Just Ask! Be Different, Be Brave, Be You by Sonja Sotomayor & Rafael López 
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JULIETTE SAUMANDE maisithe ag TARSILA KRÜSE
MY LITTLE ALBUM OF IRELAND
THE O’BRIEN PRESS 2021 MEÁN FÓMHAIR (CRUA) 48LCH €12.99 ISBN 9781788492195

This bilingual book gives us a glimpse of contemporary life in rural and urban Ireland. 
Its main strength is in highlighting the rich cultural diversity in Ireland. Roinntear 
na pictiúir de réir shéasúir na bliana agus cuireann ainmneacha dátheangacha na 
n-áiteanna go mór le saibhreas an leabhair. Téimid ó cheann ceann na tíre ag breathnú 
ar imeachtaí éagsúla amhail an Comórtas Náisiúnta Treabhdóireachta agus Snámh 
na Life. Bhainfeadh idir pháistí óga agus daoine fásta taitneamh agus tairbhe as an 
bpictiúrleabhar seo. (Aois 5–8) [SNíA] 
LÉIGH FREISIN: My Little Album of Dublin le Juliette Saumande agus Tarsila Krüse

MOIRA BUTTERFIELD illustrated by HARRIET LYNAS
WELCOME TO OUR WORLD:  
A CELEBRATION OF CHILDREN EVERYWHERE
NOSY CROW 2021 (PBK) 64PP £8.99 ISBN 9781788007122

This warm-hearted book celebrates the customs and languages of children around the 
globe in a friendly, highly illustrated style. It is packed full of interesting facts and phrases. 
Cats ‘meo meo’ in Vietnam but ‘nyan nyan’ in Japan. In Catalonia you get a poop log for 
Christmas! Although children around the world live very differently, they all share a love of 
family, friends, food and fun. Ultimately, this book teaches respect for other cultures and 
illustrates how diversity makes the world a better place. (Age 5–8, 9–11) [SamM] 
READ ALSO: This Is How We Do It: One Day in the Lives of Seven Kids from Around the 
World by Matt LaMothe 

KATE DePALMA illustrated by MARTINA PELUSO
LET’S CELEBRATE! SPECIAL DAYS AROUND THE WORLD
BAREFOOT BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 40PP £6.99 ISBN 9781782858348

Let’s Celebrate! shows that, no matter where you are in the world, the universal joy 
from sharing a festival with your loved ones is a treasured experience and can unite 
communities. Full of beautiful illustrations, this guide is a wonderful introduction to the 
many religious and national festivals held worldwide. It gives an in-depth analysis of each 
event and a calendar of special days. The main section of the book is told in rhyme, which 
makes it easy to follow and remember. A worthwhile investment! (Age 5–8, 9–11) [CC] 
READ ALSO: Celebrations Around the World: The Fabulous Celebrations You Won’t Want 
to Miss by Katy Halford

PROFESSOR ALICE ROBERTS illustrated by JAMES WESTON LEWIS
HUMAN JOURNEY
RED SHED 2020 (PBK) 48PP £12.99 ISBN 9781405291453 

Informative and engaging, this is a fascinating non-fiction account of the human story 
from a biological anthropologist. Vividly brought to life by colourful, detailed woodcut-
inspired illustrations, it expertly traces the evolutionary journey of our ancestors, 
beginning over two million years ago in Africa. The portrayal of the human struggle to 
survive, adapt and thrive over time in often challenging environments brings the young 
reader on their own journey to a fuller understanding of what it means to be human 
regardless of apparent differences. (Age 5–8, 9–12) [ÁMcG] 
READ ALSO: The Humans: Ancient Civilisations and Astonishing Things They Taught 
Us by Jonny Marx and Charlie Davis
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MARK SPERRING illustrated by ROSE BLAKE
WE’RE ALL WORKS OF ART
PAVILION BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781843653486

This book celebrates humanity in a clever and interesting way. It not only shows how 
beautifully different we are, but also invites us to find out more about the world of art. At 
the end of each section, there are useful ‘Explore’ lists: if you like prehistoric art, explore 
El Castillo Cave, Stonehenge, aboriginal art. While it is a great introduction to all styles of 
art, it also tells a positive story of diversity and connection through visually uncomplicated 
illustrations. A true celebration of life and world art. (Age 5–8, 9–12) [SMcC] 
READ ALSO: I Have the Right to Be a Child by Alain Serres, Aurelia Fronty and Sarah 
Ardizzone

MARIE MURRAY illustrated by HANANE KAI
RIGHTS AND EQUALITY
WAYL AND 2021 (PBK) 32PP £8.99 ISBN 9781526311009

From the right to be alive and safe to the right to food or education, this book walks 
young readers through the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in accessible and 
engaging language. Complex concepts are made clear through relatable examples, and 
the thoughtful illustrations pick up where the text leaves off, with clever choices of 
settings, characters and details that bring the issues discussed into the real world. This is 
an excellent conversation starter for anyone who worries about making the world a fairer 
place. (Age 6–10) [JSau]
READ ALSO: We Are All Born Free: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 
Pictures by Amnesty International

JR and JULIE R. PUGEAT
HOW OLD AM I? 1–100 FACES FROM AROUND THE WORLD
PHAIDON 2021 (HBK) 216PP £16.95 ISBN 9781838661588

This book visually highlights the aging process, showcasing portraits of humans from 
across the world, starting with Gwen in the UK (aged one) all the way to Beatrice in the 
USA (aged one hundred). But more than that – it takes young readers around the world to 
hear different people’s backgrounds and life stories, opens up conversations about culture 
and family, puts value on life experience and introduces the concepts of emigration, 
immigration and travel. It serves to highlight our differences as well as our similarities and 
teaches the reader how to say hello in lots of languages. (Age 6–10) [JMur]
READ ALSO: Wrinkles by J.R. and Julie R. Pugeat

SCOTT ALLEN illustrated by ANTOINE CORBINEAU
ON YOUR MARKS, GET SET, GOLD!  
A FUNNY AND FACT-FILLED GUIDE TO EVERY OLYMPIC SPORT
NOSY CROW 2021 (PBK) 96PP £9.99 ISBN 9781788007276
The Olympics/Paralympics are always an exciting event, especially the first time children 
are old enough to understand what the games are all about. From their historical 
beginnings to the current day, this book offers a gender-balanced look at popular sports 
and new additions to the games and has a strong (and very welcome) focus on the 
Paralympic events. The information is concise, often hilarious, always interesting, and 
the illustrations are bright, eye-catching and colourful. The perfect blend of education 
and entertainment. Highly recommended. (Age 7–11) [PNicl] 
READ ALSO: Sportopedia by Mark Long and Adam Skinner 
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ALEX FRITH illustrated by BARRY ABLETT 
SEE INSIDE WORLD RELIGIONS 
USBORNE PUBLISHING 2017 (BOARD) 16PP £9.99 ISBN 9781409594574 

What is religion? How do people worship and celebrate around the world? Many 
answers are given in these beautifully illustrated pages – with over seventy flaps to lift 
and reveal more. The information is structured in a thematic way (e.g. religions through 
the ages, worship and prayer, death and beyond, stories from world religions), which 
encourages a broad view of religion and places it in historical and social context. Perfect 
for classroom or individual reading. (Age 7–11) [AG] 
READ ALSO: All About Religion by Aled Jones

PATRICK SKIPWORTH illustrated by NICHOLAS STEVENSON
LITERALLY: AMAZING WORDS AND WHERE THEY COME FROM
WHAT ON EARTH BOOKS 2020 (HBK) 32PP £11.99 ISBN 9781912920174

People, food, music and even words travel from all over the globe to enrich our lives and 
our imaginations. Many evolve along the way; but many stay the same over thousands 
of years, comfortably settled into our culture. With simple words and evocative pictures, 
Patrick Skipworth and Nicholas Stevenson explain the origins of some familiar English 
words – and it turns out that they’re not really English at all! From ‘companion’ to 
‘royalty’ and ‘zero’ to ‘safari’, this is an enjoyable and positive reminder of how cultural 
diversity shapes everyday life. (Age 7–11) [JW] 
READ ALSO: What a Wonderful Word by Nicola Edwards and Luisa Uribe

THIS GIANT TENT:  
A CHILDREN’S CELEBRATION OF CULTURE AND IDENTITY
KIDS’ OWN PUBLISHING PARTNERSHIP 2019 (PBK) 56PP €12.00 ISBN 9781902432755

Originating from a visit by local children to the Traveller’s Journey/Mincéir Misli’d 
exhibition, This Giant Tent is a work of art in itself. Ballina children from Traveller, 
dual-nationality, refugee and other backgrounds discuss what identity means to them, 
while exploring abstract painting techniques. One young contributor tells us how this 
artistic process has changed her. An absolute riot of artistic expression, this book centres 
the voices of children and helps us to see what being young in Ireland means today. 
(Age 8–12) [VCol] 
READ ALSO: Why the Moon Travels by Oein DeBhairduin and Leanne McDonagh

EDDIE REYNOLDS, MATTHEW OLDHAM 
illustrated by MARCO BONATTI
MONEY FOR BEGINNERS
USBORNE PUBLISHING 2019 (HBK) 128PP £9.99 ISBN 9781474958233

This informative book covers various topics from budgeting, banks and taxes to 
economic inequality and much more. It is very child friendly with lovely illustrations 
and fun trivia. Very complex and lengthy concepts are explained in a digestible manner. 
Money for Beginners is great for parents or guardians who want their children to learn 
about money and its uses, and it cuts through the myths and misconceptions to give 
young readers a simple and accessible introduction to all things financial. An invaluable 
resource. (Age 8–12) [SO’M] 
READ ALSO: The Story of Money by Martin Jenkins and Satoshi Kitamura
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JESSICA SANDERS illustrated by CAROL ROSSETTI
LOVE YOUR BODY 
FRANCES LINCOLN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2020 (HBK) 40PP £10.99 ISBN 9780711252400

Love Your Body is informative and beautifully illustrated with an empowering message 
about self-acceptance and self-care, which is so important for everyone in today’s 
image-obsessed world. The diverse representations of female bodies of different shapes, 
sizes, skin tones, heights, styles and abilities show us that all bodies are wonderful. This 
visually stunning book reinforces the fact we are all individuals worth celebrating. Love 
Your Body will stimulate much needed discussion to help young people to grow up 
healthy, positive and confident. (Age 8–12) [AliN] 
READ ALSO: Celebrate Your Body by Sonya Renee Taylor

CLAIRE SAUNDERS et al.
THE POWER BOOK: WHAT IS IT? WHO HAS IT? AND WHY?
IV Y KIDS 2019 (HBK) 64PP £14.99 ISBN 9781782408307

This colourful and engaging primer sets out to address questions about power and 
how it’s used in schools, families and societies at large. It may help children who 
feel disempowered and those who see themselves as leaders and have difficulty 
acknowledging others’ power. Less well-known case studies (the book highlights Rosa 
Parks, Emmeline Pankhurst and Martin Luther King Jr among others) would have 
enriched the book further. Overall, an encouraging, practical read that reminds children 
that ‘We all have power’ – now readers must decide how to use it. (Age 9–11) [KMur]
READ ALSO: Be the Change, Make It Happen by Bernadette Russell

OMARI McQUEEN
OMARI MCQUEEN’S BEST BITES COOKBOOK
SCHOL ASTIC 2021 (HBK) 112PP £12.99 ISBN 9780702305269

Every so often a book comes along that is full of goodness and charm. Chef Omari 
McQueen (age twelve) packs so much punch into his inspirational life story for all 
genders and backgrounds. His family journey shows that anyone can get out there and 
follow their dreams. Cooking is fun, especially when you are invited to ‘blow your 
parents’ minds’ with your new Caribbean cooking skills! Lots of delicious, easy recipes 
mixed with vibrant family photos and tons of ideas to make a vegan feast. YUM!  
(Age 9–11, 12–14) [BFal] 
READ ALSO: Cool Kids Cook by Jenny Chandler

edited by MARGARET ROOKE
DYSLEXIA IS MY SUPERPOWER (MOST OF THE TIME)
JESSICA KINGSLEY 2017 (PBK) 240PP £12.99 ISBN 9781785922992

This is an unusual book, mostly because it contains the voices of real people, children 
and young adults, who know exactly what it’s like to live with dyslexia – because they 
have it themselves! Packed full of truths, tips and misadventures, this is a guide to not 
only surviving with dyslexia but also thriving with it. If you’re struggling with your self-
confidence or feel that you just can’t get on top of your reading techniques, this is the book 
for you. Inspiring and empowering in equal measure. (Age 9–11, 12–14) [BL] 
READ ALSO: The Illustrated Guide to Dyslexia and Its Amazing People by Kate Power and 
Kathy Iwanczak Forsyth
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TOM ADAMS illustrated by SARAH WALSH
YOUTHQUAKE:  
50 CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE WHO SHOOK THE WORLD
NOSY CROW 2020 (HBK) 112PP £16.99 ISBN 9781788007634

A YouthQuake is defined as a significant cultural, political or social change arising 
from the actions or influence of young people. This vibrantly illustrated and beautifully 
designed book turns the spotlight on inspiring, diverse individuals who achieved exactly 
that. Covering the worlds of science, entertainment, sport, technology, education, politics 
and society, the informative text outlines the stories of remarkable young change-makers 
from all over the world, making this the perfect read to inspire all kinds of future activists, 
leaders and innovators everywhere. (Age 9–12) [BFra] 
READ ALSO: Young Heroes: Inspirational Children from Around the World  by Lula 
Bridgeport, Federica Frenna, Isabel Muñoz and Julianna Swaney

HELAINE BECKER illustrated by DOW PHUMIRUK
COUNTING ON KATHERINE  
MACMILL AN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 40PP £7.99 ISBN 9781529005615

Girls who are curious about space travel and interested in the world around them will 
recognise themselves in this book about Katherine Johnson, mathematician and woman 
of colour, who rose to the top of her field – she produced the flight-path calculations that 
brought the Apollo 13 astronauts home safely, among other achievements. This book tackles 
the issues of racism and sexism, but focuses more on how she overcame obstacles by being 
curious and persevering. Charming illustrations show the links between the real world, 
mathematics and imagination. (Age 9–12) [LV] 
READ ALSO: Science and Me: Inspired by the Discoveries of Nobel Prize Laureates by Alin 
Winter and Mickaël El Fathi 

ALICE HAWORTH-BOOTH and EMILY HAWORTH-BOOTH 
PROTEST! HOW PEOPLE HAVE COME TOGETHER TO CHANGE THE WORLD 
PAVILION CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2021 (HBK) 168PP £14.99 ISBN 9781843654582

The history of peaceful protest – from the early strikes by Egyptian pyramid-workers for 
food all the way up to Greta Thunberg and the Extinction Rebellion – is outlined in this 
brightly illustrated and fascinating book. Exploring the myriad ways that groups have 
protested creatively, including singing protests, guerrilla gardening and strikes. Packed 
with quirky cartoons, each chapter shows how a community came together to protest for 
better lives and equal rights. Young activists can read advice on how to organise their own 
protest. (Age 9–12) [OH] 
READ ALSO: Rise Up by Amanda Li 

NICHOLAS O’NEILL and SUSAN HAYES illustrated by RUBY TAYLOR
MUSIC: A FOLD-OUT GRAPHIC HISTORY
WHAT ON EARTH BOOKS 2020 (HBK) 22PP £14.99 ISBN 9781999967932

This bright and colourful reference book embarks on a journey across the entire history 
of music, from its ancient origins right up to today. Reflecting musical traditions and 
innovations across cultures, genres and genders, it covers a wide range of topics, from the 
most significant composers and musicians to modern developments in music mechanics 
and recording. There is an excellent glossary at the back filled with definitions of music 
terms, as well as links to Spotify playlists curated by the authors. (Age 9–12) [RCod] 
READ ALSO: The Story of Music by Mick Manning and Brita Granström
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RASHMI SIRDESHPANDE illustrated by ADAM HAYES
GOOD NEWS: WHY THE WORLD IS NOT AS BAD AS YOU THINK
WREN & ROOK 2021 (PBK) 160PP £9.99 ISBN 9781526363381

Being drawn to frightening news was a trait early humans learned to keep us alert. 
Unfortunately, this means that some of the fantastic stories of social, environmental 
and medical developments never make the headlines. In this informative book – with 
accompanying punchy graphics – the author draws our attention to the work being 
done to make our planet and societies fairer, kinder and more sustainable for all, from 
gender equality movements to programmes to eradicate poverty via representation of 
marginalised groups. (Age 9–12) [JK]
READ ALSO: Voices of the Future: Stories from Around the World with foreword by Irina Bokova 

LISA WILLIAMSON illustrated by MIKE SMITH
MALALA YOUSAFZAI: FIRST NAMES
DAVID FICKLING BOOKS 2019 (PBK) 160PP £6.99 ISBN 9781788450478

In 2012, the Pakistani Taliban’s attempted assassination of schoolgirl activist Malala 
Yousafzai made international headlines. This book retraces the events that led up to 
and followed the shooting. It covers all aspects, from the history of Pakistan to Malala’s 
parents’ childhood and marriage. Monochrome cartoons highlight key aspects and 
important moments in each concise chapter. It is a relatable and informative biography of 
the youngest winner, to date, of the Nobel Peace Prize. A comprehensive glossary, index 
and timeline ensure suitability for classroom usage. (Age 9–12) [HP] 
READ ALSO: Amazing Muslims Who Changed the World by Burhana Islam 

RACHEL IGNOTOFSKY
WOMEN IN ART:  
50 FEARLESS CREATIVES WHO INSPIRED THE WORLD
WREN & ROOK 2019 (HBK) 128PP £12.99 ISBN 9781526362452

This charmingly illustrated and inspiring book intends to set the record straight about 
the many great artists who have been excluded from history simply on the basis of their 
gender. Covering a wide array of art mediums, eras and lands, and featuring many 
lesser-known names such as Mary Cassat, Harriet Powers, Nampeyo and Julia Morgan, 
this fascinating book also contains informative infographics and statistics about artistic 
movements or women’s representation in museums. A celebration of bold female creators 
that will certainly inspire the next generation of artists. (Age 9–12, 12–14) [MO’R] 
READ ALSO: We Are Artists: Women Who Made Their Mark on the World by Kari Herbert

NANSUBUGA NAGADYA ISDAHL illustrated by NICOLE MILES
NELSON MANDELA: FIRST NAMES
DAVID FICKLING BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 160PP £6.99 ISBN 9781788450973

This series promises that we will ‘get on first names terms with some of the world’s 
most amazing people’, and does a brilliant job of showing us why Nelson Mandela 
was amazing. It’s a detailed and thorough examination of an extraordinary individual 
who became a global hero. Young readers will get a good insight into the now-
incomprehensible apartheid regime. The clear writing, humour, explanatory drawings, 
pronunciation guide and timeline all go towards making this an educational and very 
enjoyable read. (Age 9–12, 12–14) [BK] 
READ ALSO: 40 Inspiring Icons: People of Peace by Sandrine Mirza and Le Duo
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CLIFF LEEK illustrated by BENE ROHLMANN
BOY OH BOY
WIDE EYED EDITIONS 2019 (HBK) 64PP £14.99 ISBN 9781786038753
This is a remarkable collection of inspirational stories about thirty men who in turn 
‘care[d] deeply about others, [stood] up for what is right, and express[ed] themselves 
in creative and exciting ways’ and often shattered gender stereotypes. From artists, 
astronomers and athletes to actors, activists and animators, the range is impressive, 
including the likes of Mahatma Gandhi, Carlos Acosta and Bruce Lee. The vibrant 
illustrations and striking design are eye-catching and add to the overall impact of this 
book. (Age 9–12, 12–14) [SQ] 
READ ALSO: What Is Masculinity? Why Does It Matter? And Other Big Questions by 
Jeffrey Boakye, Darren Chetty and Oli Frape 

CERRIE BURNELL illustrated by LAUREN ‘EMEL’ BALDO
I AM NOT A LABEL: 34 DISABLED ARTISTS, THINKERS, ATHLETES 
AND ACTIVISTS FROM PAST AND PRESENT
WIDE EYED EDITIONS 2021 (PBK) 64PP £8.99 ISBN 9780711263918
This is a beautifully and richly illustrated account of extraordinary people, from Stephen 
Hawking to mountaineer Arunima Sinha, who have all experienced disability in different 
ways. TV presenter Cerrie Burnell has brought together a wonderful cast of the famous and 
less well-known, and brought to life not only their unique experiences but also the secrets 
to their drive and success. A serif font would have made the text more legible for those with 
visual impairment, but otherwise a stirringly honest and inspirational tour de force.  
(Age 9–12, 12–14, Young Adult) [RJ]
READ ALSO: Just Like Me: 40 Neurologically and Physically Diverse People Who Broke 
Stereotypes by Louise Gooding et al 

TIFFANY JEWELL illustrated by AURÉLIA DURAND
THIS BOOK IS ANTI-RACIST
FRANCES LINCOLN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 160PP £6.99 ISBN 9780711245211
This book is anti-racist – and it’s also accessible, encouraging and engaging. Identity, history, 
action and solidarity are explained, with Durand’s bright and bold illustrations energising 
the text. Jewell strikes a good balance between the personal and educational by relating her 
experiences to larger concepts and uses various examples of racism and anti-racism, from 
Haitian rebellion to Japanese internment to Loving Day. Throughout, simple activities draw 
the reader in and allow them to explore their own identity, understanding and growth.  
(Age 9–12, 12–14, Young Adult) [CK] 
READ ALSO: The Undefeated by Kwame Alexander and Kadir Nelson

JO RIPPON
RISE UP! THE ART OF PROTEST
PAL AZZO 2019 (HBK) 64PP £12.99 ISBN 9781786750822
From suffragettes to climate change, from sit-ins to walk-outs, this book is chock-full of 
the posters and people of the protests that inspired change. Each chapter defines a political 
issue and gives a cross-section of the printed or homespun placards. The creators of the 
posters are credited (where known) and readers will recognise some designers. Subjects 
such as racism and LGBTQ+ issues are handled with sensitivity, clarity and dignity. The 
content is inspiring as well as visually appealing and historically informative!  
(Age 9–12, 12–14, Young Adult) [MAS] 
READ ALSO: Politics for Beginners by Alex Frith et al.
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THE SCHOOL OF LIFE illustrated by TYLAL MASON  
and STUDIO KATIE KERR
WHAT CAN I DO WHEN I GROW UP?
THE SCHOOL OF LIFE 2019 (HBK) 160PP £15.00 ISBN 9781912891207

‘What do you want to be when you grow up?’ A dreaded question for many teenagers, not 
least because those asking it are often confusing who adults ‘are’ with what they ‘do’. This 
delightful guide to choosing a career is empathetic without being condescending, readable 
without collapsing context, and honest without limiting horizons. And it doesn’t make 
any assumptions about readers’ knowledge of education or career options, or presuppose 
what happiness will mean to them. Highly recommended. (Age 12+) [RS] 
READ ALSO: The Careers Handbook: The Ultimate Guide to Planning Your Future by DK

JAMIE LAWSON illustrated by EVE LLOYD NIGHT
RAINBOW REVOLUTIONS:  
POWER, PRIDE AND PROTEST IN THE FIGHT FOR QUEER RIGHTS
WREN & ROOK 2019 (HBK) 96PP £12.99 ISBN 9781526361257

When the police stormed the Stonewall Inn in New York City, the events that followed 
ignited the LGBTQ+ rights movement. Lawson depicts the variety of ways queer 
activists have spoken up and spoken out, from a dynamic account of poet Audre Lorde 
to the outrageous fun of Pride parades. Despite outlining the hardships faced by the 
LGBTQ+ community, hope remains – from supportive surrogate families of the Ballroom 
community to the queer culture we now know as Pride, this account is insightful and 
inspiring. (Age 12–14) [OH] 
READ ALSO: From Prejudice to Pride by Amy Lamé

SHARNA JACKSON with DR ZOÉ WHITLEY
BLACK ARTISTS SHAPING THE WORLD
THAMES & HUDSON SEPT 2021 (HBK) 144PP £14.99 ISBN 9780500652596   
Written by award-winning Black British children’s author Sharna Jackson, Black Artists 
Shaping the World is an exciting compilation of contemporary Black artists from Africa 
and of the African diaspora. Turner Prize-winning artists and photographers sit side by 
side with visual activists and performance artists. The inspiring mixture is both eclectic 
and innovative, providing personal histories and an appreciation of their acumen and 
originality in a variety of art forms. An essential read for any reader wanting to delve into 
contemporary art. (Age 12–14, Young Adult) [OH] 
READ ALSO: Be a Super Awesome Artist by Henry Carroll and Rose Blake

ANGELINA JOLIE and AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL  
with GERALDINE VAN BUEREN 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS AND CLAIM THEM
ANDERSEN PRESS SEPT 2021 (PBK) 288PP £7.99 ISBN 9781839131196

In an increasingly complicated, fast-changing world, this book is an essential piece of 
kit for every bookshelf. It explores why having formalised, ratified human rights codes 
is necessary, what’s protected under them, why young people (and adults!) should make 
sure they are followed and why continued action to right wrongs is needed. Without 
patronising the reader, real-life examples of discrimination, abuse, war-crimes, racism and 
more are excellently presented to explain where aspects of the code are neglected and give 
the tools to fight on for justice. (Age 12–14, Young Adult) [AI] 
READ ALSO: ‘I Will Not Be Erased ’ by Gal-Dem and Jess Nash
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THE SCHOOL OF SEXUALITY EDUCATION 
SEX ED:  
AN INCLUSIVE TEENAGE GUIDE TO SEX AND RELATIONSHIPS 
WALKER BOOKS SEPT 2021 (PBK) 256PP £9.99 ISBN 9781406399080 
With chapters that explore discrimination, gender and sexuality, the physical body, 
consent, relationships, sexual and reproductive health, as well as digital literacy and 
body image, this truly inclusive guide is framed in accessible yet comprehensive 
language. The tone is both light and serious, and carefully respectful of its audience. 
Essential reading for anyone who wants to have open and honest conversations about 
the things that matter when it comes to relationships, connections and positive sexual 
experiences. (Age 12–14, Young Adult) [AL]  
SEE ALSO: https://spunout.ie/category/sex-relationships 

DR CHRIS YUILL and DR CHRISTOPHER THORPE  
consultant DR MEGAN TODD 
HEADS UP SOCIOLOGY
DK 2018 (HBK) 160PP £9.99 ISBN 9780241296936

Why are some people and groups more advantaged than others? This book looks at 
identity, class, race, wealth, inequality, crime, health, culture, mass media and more, 
and explains how sociology investigates these issues and how individuals are influenced 
by the society they belong to. The design is superb, with striking illustrations and eye-
catching quotes and statistics to break up the text. Encouraging critical thinking, this 
is an ideal book for curious minds and will shine a light on the structural causes of 
inequality and unfair representation. (Age 12–14, Young Adult) [SMcN] 
READ ALSO: Made on Earth by Wolfgang Korn

edited by SHAKIRAH BOURNE and DANA ALISON LEVY 
ALLIES
DK 2021 (PBK) 240PP £12.99 ISBN 9780241505953

This collection of deeply personal essays from a wide variety of YA authors drills down 
into the meaning of allyship and examines practical ways to bolster those who need 
our support. The essays encourage readers to question their own biases concerning race, 
abilities and sexuality, and to use their own power and platforms to amplify the voices 
of others or support them. Allies acknowledges that we live in an imperfect world, but it 
offers hope that we can create a more equitable one. (Age Young Adult) [LO’H] 
READ ALSO: Speak Up! by Laura Coryton

JUNO DAWSON illustrated by SOOFIYA
WHAT’S THE T? THE NO-NONSENSE GUIDE TO ALL THINGS TRANS 
AND/OR NON-BINARY FOR TEENS
WREN & ROOK 2021 (PBK) 304PP £8.99 ISBN 9781526362827

This a guide written primarily for trans, non-binary and questioning teens. There 
is also a section for parents and guardians. Juno Dawson’s conversational style is 
accessible and engaging. She manages to cover a huge range of topics, including 
medical and legal advice and how to access services. There is information on trans 
terminology, history and the gamut of hurdles and delights a transgender or non-
binary individual might face. This guide answers all the questions the reader might 
have, whatever their age or gender. (Age Young Adult) [KD] 
READ ALSO: Trans Teen Survival Guide by Owl and Fox Fisher
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JUSTIN HANCOCK illustrated by FUCHSIA MacAREE 
CAN WE TALK ABOUT CONSENT? 
FRANCES LINCOLN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 160PP £8.99 ISBN 9780711256545 

An entertaining, accessible and clear guide to what consent is, this book outlines how we 
can apply the principles of consent when making decisions both for ourselves and with 
others. This is a serious topic, but it’s handled here with a light and humorous touch, and 
the vibrant and inclusive illustrations add to the book’s appeal and help communicate the 
key messages. Very importantly, we learn why it’s harder for some people to give consent, 
whether because of their gender, race, socio-economic background or other factors. (Age 
Young Adult) [SMcN] 
READ ALSO: Step into Your Power by Jamia Wilson and Andrea Pippins

FREDERICK JOSEPH
THE BLACK FRIEND:  
ON BEING A BETTER WHITE PERSON
WALKER BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 272PP £8.99 ISBN 9781529500615

A friendly and comprehensive guide that dismantles the pillars of systemic racism. The 
harmonious pairing of the author’s own candid reflections and interviews with prominent 
activists creates a multifaceted discussion on the topic of race. Joseph slowly introduces 
the reader to cultural icons and historical events that are vital to understanding the 
nuanced experiences of Black people in America. This book evokes visuals of an olive 
branch that seeks to bridge the gap between ignorance and empathy. A remarkable read. 
(Age Young Adult) [HO’D] 
READ ALSO: Black Enough edited by Idi Zoboi

MAE MARTIN 
CAN EVERYONE PLEASE CALM DOWN?  
A GUIDE TO 21ST CENTURY SEXUALITY
WREN & ROOK 2019 (PBK) 288PP £9.99 ISBN 9781526361653 

Through thoughtful discussions of sexuality, gender, spectrums, the binary and non-
binary, fluidity and varying experiences of LGBTQ+ people, this insightful book explains 
a range of terms and shares ideas for how to tackle homophobia and transphobia and, 
indeed, support LGBTQ+ people for allies from within or outside the community. It 
offers reflections on LGBTQ+ history from past to present and much more. Mae Martin’s 
tone is light and fun, with plenty of humour thrown in, discussing important issues for us 
all. (Age Young Adult) [LNicAnB] 
READ ALSO: This Book Is Gay by Juno Dawson

DARA McANULTY
DIARY OF A YOUNG NATURALIST
EBURY PRESS 2021 (PBK) 240PP £9.99 ISBN 9781529109603
This is the first-hand account of the utter joys and utter miseries, the challenges and the 
triumphs, of one autistic teen as he battles his way through a year of change (new home, new 
school) and ploughs on through bullying, sensory overload, harsh anxiety and depression 
(young readers will need accompanying around the author’s talk of suicide). Heartbreaking 
in places but ultimately hopeful as the young naturalist embraces his staunch love of nature 
and finds a place for his voice in the world of humans. (Age Young Adult) [JSau] 
READ ALSO: Wild Child: A Journey Through Nature Dara McAnulty and Barry Falls
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ROSALIND BEARDSHAW 
I SEE THE MOON
NOSY CROW 2017 (HBK) 24PP £11.99 ISBN 9781788000826

This beautiful book includes an interesting mix of familiar and lesser-known nursery 
rhymes and poems. Refreshingly, poems from much-loved writers such as R.L. Stevenson 
are included (with a nod to his more grown-up works evident in the accompanying 
illustration) alongside favourites such as ‘Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star’. Children from 
many parts of the world are represented in the very beautiful illustrations. The subtle 
details and calming use of colour make this an excellent choice for the bedtime routine. 
(Age 0–2, 2–4) [SKK] 
READ ALSO: Blian na nAmhrán le Tadhg Mac Dhonnagáin, Christina O’Donovan, 
Brian Fitzgerald, Tarsila Krüse agus Jennifer Farley

JEANNE WILLIS illustrated by ISABELLE FOLLATH
WHAT ARE LITTLE GIRLS MADE OF?
NOSY CROW 2020 (HBK) 32PP £9.99 ISBN 9781788004466

In this brilliant adaptation of the classic Mother Goose nursery rhymes, Jeanne Willis 
switches up the social narrative to bring us an empowered Little Bo-Peep who rescues her 
sheep, a Little Miss Muffet who doesn’t mind a spider visiting her tuffet and a Sister Jill 
who fears no hill. Accompanied by the whimsical, witty illustrations of Isabelle Follath, 
these poems sing with a playful embrace of equity, diversity and respect. An important 
addition to any home, this book promises delight for children and adults alike.  
(Age 2–4, 5–8) [EM] 
READ ALSO: I’m a Girl! by Yasmeen Ismail 

JOHN AGARD illustrated by JESSICA COURTNEY-TICKLE 
COME ALL YOU LITTLE PERSONS 
FABER & FABER 2017 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9780571324163

This is a timely book, exploring solidarity, togetherness and acceptance, with the ultimate 
message that we are all equal on our beautiful planet. Agard brings his Caribbean rhythm 
and energy to the verse, which reads more like a song than a traditional poem. Brimming 
with warmth, the illustrations root the text in raw, magical and varied landscapes, where 
people are the beneficiaries and guardians of nature. Come All You Little Persons reflects 
diverse people and landscapes, allowing all children to find themselves and their lives in 
this empowering book. (Age 2–5) [OL] 
READ ALSO: Once upon a Rhythm: The Story of Music by James Carter and Valerio Vidali

DAVE EGGERS illustrated by SHAWN HARRIS
WHAT CAN A CITIZEN DO?
CHRONICLE BOOKS 2018 (HBK) 40PP £12.99 ISBN 9781452173139

Taking what can be a difficult concept for children to understand, Eggers uses verse and 
simple ideas to help explain what it means to be a citizen. More importantly, he gives 
examples of how children can be good citizens. With so much upheaval in the world, the 
book is a welcome reminder of the importance of taking care of others, accepting other 
people’s differences and taking action to make positive change happen. Creating hopeful 
scenes featuring children from different countries and different religions, the illustrations 
will give readers lots to talk about. (Age 3–5) [OH] 
READ ALSO: Her Right Foot by Dave Eggers and Shawn Harris
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MAXINE BENEBA CLARKE
WHEN WE SAY BLACK LIVES MATTER
WREN & ROOK 2021 (HBK) 32PP £12.99 ISBN 9781526363978

This rhyming picturebook comes at a vital point in history, where discussing social 
change is more important than ever. Using simple yet lyrical language, Clarke addresses 
the Black Lives Matter movement in a touching, captivating and accessible way. The 
beautiful hand-drawn illustrations, flowing text and use of repetition all come together 
to create dynamic storytelling on every page. Inspiring and affirmative, this book is 
fantastic for young children of all races – teaching self-appreciation, mindful thinking 
and awareness of a significant social movement. (Age 3–6) [PO] 
READ ALSO: All Because You Matter by Tami Charles and Bryan Coller

NADIM illustrated by YASMEEN ISMAIL
TAKE OFF YOUR BRAVE: POEMS JUST FOR YOU
WALKER BOOKS 2021 (HBK) 40PP £12.99 ISBN 9781406399707

In this delightful and unusual book, the author, four-year-old Nadim, talks of trains, of 
friends, of magic boxes, of the dream school where kids turn into kittens. Mostly, Nadim 
talks about feelings, about love that ‘everyone has’, ‘even baddies’. The mostly unfiltered 
voice of a young child very at ease with words and feelings rings out gloriously. Ismail’s 
illustrations of diverse kids are full of the energy, wonder and joy of being little and of 
knowing you are loved and taken seriously. How empowering! (Age 4–8) [JSau] 
READ ALSO: A Rainbow in My Pocket by Ali Seidabadi and Hoda Haddadi

NICOLA DAVIES illustrated by MARC MARTIN
EVERY CHILD A SONG
WREN & ROOK 2020 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781526361431

This beautiful book is a celebration of children’s rights, as enshrined in the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. Nicola Davies’s poetic text celebrates the 
uniqueness of every child. Her words are perfectly complemented by Marc Martin’s 
gorgeous watercolours. A timely reminder that many children around the world continue 
to be let down by those in authority and that ‘together, we must do better, so that every 
child can grow up with a song in their heart’. Highly recommended.  
(Age 5–8) [ABel] 
READ ALSO: Declaration of the Rights of Boys and Girls by Élisabeth Brami and Estelle 
Billon-Spagnol

MAYA ANGELOU illustrated by JEAN-MICHEL BASQUIAT 
edited by SARA JANE BOYERS
LIFE DOESN’T FRIGHTEN ME
ABRAMS 2018 (HBK) 60PP £13.99 ISBN 9781419727481

‘Shadows on the wall, Noises down the hall, Life doesn’t frighten me at all.’ Our narrator 
lives in a noisy place. Outside, men fight at night, bad dogs bark and dragons breathe 
on the window. In school, things aren’t great either. But our narrator – with the help of 
this mantra – grows larger than all of these things. Artworks by Jean-Michel Basquiat 
accompany the poem, and they have a visceral quality that evokes the darkness of 
childhood nightmares. A powerful rumination on grit and determination.  
(Age 5–8, 9–11) [VCol] 
READ ALSO: A Place to Stay: A Shelter Story by Erin Gunti and Estelí Meza
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POETRY

MANDY COE
BELONGING STREET 
OT TER-BARRY BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 80PP £7.99 ISBN 9781913074807

In this aptly titled book, Mandy Coe encourages children of every age to explore the 
world they live in. The pulsing life of these subtle poems is grounded in ordinariness. 
The everyday activities envisaged could lead children to many conversations with 
teachers, parents and guardians. Illustrations support the text throughout, especially in 
the diversity of the simple visual in ‘Helping Hands’. Poems such as ‘Hearing the Earth, 
Feeling the Earth’ stimulate the senses while ‘Beginnings, A Million Middles and an 
End’ is a wonderful spin-off for storytelling. (Age 5–8, 9–11) [MM] 
READ ALSO: Everybody Counts: A Counting Story From 0 to 7.5 Billion by Kristin Roskiffe 

LUCINDA JACOB illustrated by LAUREN O’NEILL
HOPSCOTCH IN THE SKY
LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS and POETRY IRELAND 2017 (HBK) 48PP €14.00 ISBN 9781910411933

Jacob brings a haiku-like sensibility to these mesmerising poems for and about children 
and childhood. With a strong appeal to all the senses, these poems are at once timeless and 
contemporary. O’Neill’s illustrations, executed in a muted colour palette, will appeal to 
readers of all ages. Accompanied by a free ebook to introduce children to the poetic forms 
used, which will be a valuable tool for teachers, this is a wise and beautiful collection that 
every household should own. (Age 5–8, 9–11) [ABel] 
READ ALSO: Moonstruck! Poems About Our Moon by Roger Stevens and Ed Boxall

LIZ BROWNLEE, MATT GOODFELLOW and LAURA MUCHA 
illustrated by VICTORIA JANE WHEELER
BEING ME: POEMS ABOUT THOUGHTS, WORRIES AND FEELINGS
OT TER-BARRY BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 96PP £7.99 ISBN 9781913074654

This beautifully produced collection is full of empathetic writing that will touch the 
heart. The poems, along with the poised black-and-white illustrations, will encourage 
children to pause, look again and think. Even in the darker places, it will help them 
realise that whatever worries they have they are not alone. The poetic forms used are 
varied and self-evident so children may well be encouraged to write poems about their 
own feelings too. (Age 5–8, 9–11, 12–14) [LJ] 
READ ALSO: Be the Change: Poems to Help You Save the World by Liz Brownlee, Matt 
Goodfellow and Roger Stevens

RAKHSHAN RIZWAN with YUSUF SAMEE  
illustrated by BENJAMIN PHILLIPS
MY SNEEZES ARE PERFECT: POEMS FOR CHILDREN
THE EMMA PRESS 2021 (PBK) 112PP £8.99 ISBN 9781912915682

This collection by a poet and her young son explores his laughs and learnings during 
upheaval and change through verse and illustrations. From moving to a new country to 
communication during the Covid-19 pandemic, the challenges mount. This inventive 
small boy decides to include Iceland in his volcanic-rock collection but struggles to move 
the country with his car. He also finds the thought of bathroom breaks on Zoom calls 
hilarious. The poems are both funny and thought provoking, and the line drawings are 
suitably anarchic. (Age 6–10) [CMon] 
READ ALSO: All Gums Blazing by Alan Murphy
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FILÍOCHT POETRY

LAURA MUCHA illustrated by TANIA REX
DEAR UGLY SISTERS
OT TER-BARRY BOOKS 2020 (PBK) 96PP £7.99 ISBN 9781913074791

This playful poetry collection addresses and subverts tradition, particularly but not 
exclusively with a look at traditional fairy tales (e.g. an early poem chastises Cinderella’s 
stepsisters) alongside scientific discoveries and popular culture. Space is made for new 
ways of being seen and speaking up, alongside tales of women who have done so in the 
past, despite various difficulties. This is an empowering collection for both strangers and 
newcomers to regional folklore, full of promise for the future.  
(Age 6–12) [CH] 
READ ALSO: Firecrackers by Zaro Weil and Jo Riddell

RACHEL ROONEY illustrated by CHRIS RIDDELL
A KID IN MY CLASS
OT TER-BARRY BOOKS 2018 (HBK) 88PP £10.99 ISBN 9781910959879

Rooney grapples with themes from bullying to boredom in her poetic snapshots of pupils 
from the new boy to the nerd. There’s a roll-call of teachers too, including the teaching 
assistant and the petrified substitute. Riddell’s atmospheric drawings, filled in with shades 
of inky blue, play with perspective – the back view of the scrawny substitute’s neck as he 
faces a class of monster pupils, the close-up of the hamster as he boasts about his knowledge 
of history. A winning combination of poems and portraits. (Age 7–10) [CAC] 
READ ALSO: My Life as a Goldfish and Other Poems by Rachel Rooney 

VALERIE BLOOM illustrated by KEN WILSON-MAX
STARS WITH FLAMING TAILS
OT TER-BARRY BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 96PP £7.99 ISBN 9781913074678

The poems in this collection unfold in regular rhyming patterns, with lashings of 
alliteration and a sometimes playful interest in both different poetic forms and the 
vagaries of language itself. Topics include family and friends – with an eye to diversity 
of background – and the world at large, and there is a keen interest in natural history. 
Of the five sections, my favourite was the last, titled ‘Unbelievable’, in which the poet 
unfurls her imagination with aplomb. Accompanied by simple line-drawings by Ken 
Wilson-Max. (Age 7–11) [AMur] 
READ ALSO: Adder, Bluebell, Lobster by Chrissie Gittins

NATIONAL POETRY DAY AMBASSADORS and 
OTHER POETS illustrated by CHIE HOSAKA 
POETRY FOR A CHANGE:  
A NATIONAL POETRY DAY ANTHOLOGY 
OT TER-BARRY BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 96PP £6.99 ISBN 9781910959503 

This anthology to celebrate National Poetry Day in the UK is an illustrated collection 
of old and new poems focusing on the theme of change. Poets contribute a poem of 
their own and explain why they’ve chosen it, and they then share a favourite poem 
by a different author who has inspired them, creating a diverse range of styles. This 
extensive collection has something for everyone and would be a great resource for group 
discussions on the topic of change. (Age 8–12) [TO’B] 
READ ALSO: Something Beginning with P: New Poems from Irish Poets edited by Seamus 
Cashman
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POETRY

LIZ BROWNLEE, MATT GOODFELLOW and ROGER STEVENS 
THE SAME INSIDE 
MACMILL AN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 96PP £5.99 ISBN 9781509854509 

‘Judge me as an equal – call me by my name, judge me when you realize: inside we 
are the same.’ The Same Inside is a collection of poems about empathy, friendship, 
compassion and awareness, including Internet safety. This gentle and thoughtful 
anthology outlines a myriad of universal emotions and offers many opportunities for 
class discussion, especially for readers on the threshold of becoming teens. The range of 
emotions is deftly dealt with by three poets: Liz Brownlee, Matt Goodfellow and Roger 
Stevens. (Age 9–11) [SQ] 
READ ALSO: How to Be a Tiger by George Szirtes

KWAME ALEXANDER illustrated by KADIR NELSON
THE UNDEFEATED
ANDERSEN PRESS 2019 (HBK) 40PP £12.99 ISBN 9781783449286

This long poem and dramatic full-page illustrations celebrate the history of the struggles 
and survival of African Americans. These are ‘dreamers and doers’ who overcame 
prejudice and oppression to achieve great things in politics, literature, music and sport. 
Supported by a helpful glossary, we meet Martin Luther King Jr, Billie Holliday, Jesse 
Owens and many others. This book has broad appeal. The advanced vocabulary is 
suitable for children aged eleven-plus, but younger readers will enjoy hearing and 
reading along with the poem, images and stories. (Age 9–11, 12–14) [EMcS] 
READ ALSO: Young, Gifted and Black by Jamia Wilson and Andrea Pippins 

RUTH AWOLOLA et al.
RISING STARS: NEW YOUNG VOICES IN POETRY
OT TER-BARRY BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 96PP £6.99 ISBN 9781910959374 

This anthology by five young poets crackles with ideas. The sky inspires Awolola to 
imagine how we might treat aliens, while Cook pockets stars ‘to light the way for the 
darkness ahead’. Big themes like borders – ‘I walked through history / The ghosts 
walked with me’ (Hulme) – and racism – ‘Words leave their mouths and hit the 
windows like flies’ (Bulley) – are set among poems of comfort: ‘May your teeth forget /  
the feeling of chattering’, (Jama). Strong monochrome illustrations enhance the text 
with influences from dystopian fiction to manga. (Age 9–11, 12–14) [CAC] 
READ ALSO: Overheard in a Tower Block by Joseph Coelho and Kate Milner

BRIAN BILSTON illustrated by JOSÉ SANABRIA 
REFUGEES 
PAL AZZO 2019 (HBK) 32PP £10.99 ISBN 9781786750723 

This long poem describes in words and colourful images the plight of refugees, seen 
from two different points of view. It starts with the idea that these newcomers are 
‘layabouts and loungers’. But then we see things in a different way – by turning the book 
upside down! From this new viewpoint, refugees are ‘people just like us’ who need our 
help. Young readers of nine and up will love the rhythm and easy rhymes. The different 
perspectives promote critical thinking for readers of all ages. (Age 9–11, 12–14) [EMcS] 
READ ALSO: The Journey by Francesca Sanna
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FILÍOCHT POETRY

JAN DEAN, LIZ BROWNLEE and MICHAELA MORGAN 
REACHING THE STARS:  
POEMS ABOUT EXTRAORDINARY WOMEN AND GIRLS 
MACMILL AN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2017 (PBK) 95PP £6.99 ISBN 9781509814282 

These brand new poems celebrate the lives and achievements of extraordinary women 
and girls throughout history. Some of these women are world famous, while the names 
of others have been lost to time. Dean, Brownlee and Morgan, through stirring imagery 
and captivating language, attempt to retell the stories of these women. Artists, scientists, 
social activists, princesses, astronauts – hundreds of lives are within these beautiful 
poems. Essential reading for anyone. (Age 9–11, 12–14) [BL] 
READ ALSO: The Dictionary of Dads by Justin Coe and Steve Wells 

JOSEPH COELHO illustrated by KATE MILNER 
THE GIRL WHO BECAME A TREE:  
A STORY TOLD IN POEMS
OT TER-BARRY BOOKS 2020 (HBK) 175PP £12.99 ISBN 9781913074784

In this modern version of the Daphne myth, fourteen-year-old Daphne grapples with 
the death of her father and how to cope when she loses her phone that had a last saved 
voicemail from him. Thrown from the library that has become her safe haven, she 
embarks on a quest to heal. This verse novel is perfect if you enjoy surrealist writing, 
various forms of poems and careful detail in words and wordplay. The different fonts 
and dark backgrounds might pose difficulty for readers with dyslexia.  
(Age 12–14, Young Adult) [EKMcN] 
READ ALSO: A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness, Siobhan Dowd and Jim Kay 

RACHEL PLUMMER illustrated by HELEN BOPPERT
WAIN: LGBT REIMAGININGS OF SCOTTISH FOLKLORE 
THE EMMA PRESS 2019 (PBK) 88PP £12.00 ISBN 9781910139479 

These poems recast tales of Scottish folklore from an LGBTQ+ perspective. Peopled by 
fairies, hags and changelings, many poems are clear in their thematic intent: in ‘Selkie’, 
the mythic seal-woman sheds the skin of a girl to step into his true self as a boy. However, 
understanding the transformative shift to the LGBTQ+ perspective often requires more 
familiarity with Scottish folklore than the glossary provides. Stunning illustrations 
accompany the text; and there are interviews with the poet and the illustrator and guidance 
on writing poems. (Age 12–14, Young Adult) [EMcS] 
READ ALSO: The Moon Spun Round: W.B. Yeats for Children by W.B. Yeats, Noreen 
Doody and Shona Shirley Macdonald

JASON REYNOLDS
FOR EVERY ONE 
KNIGHTS OF 2018 (PBK) 112PP £5.00 ISBN 9781999642532

 
A book and a letter and a poem, written in free poetic verse – a hopeful, sad and pensive 
letter about a dreamer. Refreshingly breaking all the rules of poetry to create verse and 
then allowing this verse to create chapters and stories. A lovely constructive stream 
of consciousness. The author realises that as he ages he changes, and he looks back 
in reflection with a lovely cynical twang. In the middle of all these pages are honest 
emotional words and realisations. It is one to reread. (Age 12–14, Young Adult) [TO’B] 
READ ALSO: What Is Poetry? by Michael Rosen and Jill Calder

www.otterbarrybooks.com
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A Story Told
in Poems

Joseph Coelho  is a multi-award-winning
children’s author and poet. His debut poetry 
collection, Werewolf Club Rules (Frances 
Lincoln), won the CLiPPA Poetry Award 2015. 
Joseph has been a guest on Radio 4’s Front Row 
and has performed poems for Channel 4, Blue 
Peter and Cbeebies. He has written plays for 
young people for the Theatre Royal York, Polka 
and the Unicorn theatres. 
As well as poetry and plays, Joseph also writes
picture books. Luna Loves Library Day 
(Andersen Press) was voted one of World Book 
Day’s top 25 Picture Books to share and If All 
The World Were... (Frances Lincoln) won the 
2019 Books Are My Bag Readers Award. 
All his work has poetry and an element of 
performance at its heart, making his festival 
and school sessions dynamic occasions. Joseph 
is a staunch ambassador for Britain’s straitened 
public libraries and is also a National Poetry 
Day Ambassador. He lives in Kent.
www.thepoetryofjosephcoelho.com

Kate Milner  studied Illustration at Central  
St Martin’s before completing an MA in 
Children’s Book Illustration at Anglia Ruskin 
University. She won the V&A Illustration Award 
in 2016 and the Klaus Flugge Prize in 2018 for 
My Name is not Refugee (Barrington Stoke).  
Her latest picture book is It’s a No Money 
Day.  Kate is passionate about libraries: she 
is involved with every kind of activity from 
Storytime for toddlers to teen reading groups. 
www.katemilner.com

A story of a girl
with a hurt she can’t express.
A tale of a creature?
A tail of deepest red. 

A journey in a library
where a forest lurks.
A message that is stolen.
A fable of growing hurt. 

Daphne, grief-stricken and adrift after the 
loss of her father, finds solace in her phone 
screen and her local library. But the librarian 
and the library are not what they seem…  
a trail of nuts and a tunnel lead Daphne into 
a forest of dark memories.
A lost phone with one saved message,  
a decaying hut crammed with game consoles, 
a deceitful grizzled Creature who urges 
Daphne to ‘stay and play’, a melancholy tree 
monster – and Apollo, the cantankerous god 
of change…. Will Daphne succumb to the 
dark magic of the forest? Or can she find her 
way through the tangle of confusion and 
danger, reclaim her memories and her future 
and return to the real world, her mum and 
her friends? 

In this gripping, heart-stoppingly imaginative 
story told in poems, Joseph Coelho mixes 
real life, myth and fantasy to create a 

powerful exploration of grief and renewal.

UK £12.99
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The Any-Book  
Book Club
Boredom busters that work with  
any  book you have lying around

Hi everyone!
My name is Juliette Saumande. I’m a writer, facilitator 
and translator, but most importantly, I’m your school’s  
first-ever Champion of Reading!

What does it mean? It means I’m going to help you 
all have fun with books of all kinds. For now, I’ll be 
sharing some activities from my house to yours, but 
when school reopens and we’re all settled in again, I’ll 
come in and meet some of you in real life. We’ll chat, 
we’ll make stories and pictures and we will (probably) 
make some noise.

Until then, stay home, stay safe and I’ll see you on the 
other side!
Juliette

About this project
The Smurfit Kappa Foundation and 
Children’s Books Ireland are working 
together to support your school and will 
provide great new books for your school 
library as well as a Champion of Reading to 
encourage reading throughout the school. 
Juliette Saumande is the Champion of 
Reading for Drimnagh Castle Primary 
School in Dublin. 

About the Smurfit Kappa Foundation
The aim of the Smurfit Kappa Foundation 
is to fund projects in the communities in 
which they operate, particularly those which 
are sustainable and focus on helping children 
through health and nutrition, basic care and 
early education. 

smurf itkappafoundation.com

About Children’s Books Ireland 
At Children’s Books Ireland, we believe that 
every child should have access to the joy of 
reading, regardless of their circumstances. 
Our mission is to make books central to 
every child’s life on the island of Ireland. 
We work with families, teachers, libraries, 
publishers and communities all across the 
island to get books into children’s hands 
and to inform adults who can make a big 
impact on their reading. We advocate for 
the changes Ireland needs to grow a new 
generation of readers, and we support artists 
so that they can make excellent work for 
children and young people. Sign up to our 
newsletter to stay in touch! 

childrensbooksireland.ie 
#EveryChildAReader 

@KidsBooksIrel 
@kidsbooksirel 
@childrensbooksireland 
Children’s Books Ireland
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don’t forget to share your creations using 

 #AnyBookClub

A BIG thank you to Adéle O’Connor, Aidan O’Connor,  
Fiadh Ryan and Sadhbh Ryan for their boundless creativity!

ag cothú léitheoirí

chi ldren’s
books
ire land
every child a reader

leabhair
pháist í
é i reann

you’re never too young to enjoy a book
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pháist í
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Download your copy/ 
Íoslódáil dó chóip féin
childrensbooksireland.ie

Specially com
m

issioned artwork/O
bair ealaíne choim

isiúnaithe:

chi ldren’s
books
ire land
every child a reader

www.childrensbooksireland.ie
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AIB 
An Post 
Arts Council of Ireland
Arts Council of Northern Ireland
Baboró International Arts  
 Festival for Children 
Barnardos
Belfast Children’s Festival
Book Trust Northern Ireland
Branar Téatar do Pháistí
Brown Bag Films
BUMBLEance
Business in the Community  
Business to Arts
Children in Hospital, Ireland
Citi 
Culture Ireland
Culture Night
DEAR Ireland
Department of Children, Equality,  
 Disability, Integration and Youth
Department of Education
Department of Foreign Affairs
Department of Tourism, Culture,  
 Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media
Dublin Book Festival
Dublin City University
Dublin UNESCO City of Literature
Dubray Books
Ecclesiastical Insurance 
Ecclesiastical Movement  
 for Good Award 
Education Authority Northern Ireland
Enterprise Holdings Ltd. 
EURead
Fingal County Council Arts Off ice 
Gaisce – The President’s Award
Google for Nonprof its
Gutter Bookshop
HackettFlynn Publisher’s Agency 
Halfway Up The Stairs Bookshop 
Health Service Executive,  
 Public Health Nursing, Limerick
Hodges Figgis 
International Literature  
 Festival Dublin
InTouch magazine (INTO)
Irish Copyright Licensing Agency
JP McManus Benevolent Fund

KPMG
Libraries Ireland 
Libraries NI 
Limerick Libraries
Mary Immaculate College,  
 University of Limerick
MoLI – Museum of Literature Ireland
O’Kennedy Consulting
Poetry Ireland
Rethink Ireland
Rick O’Shea
RTÉ 
RTÉjr
RTÉ Toy Show Appeal 
Riverbank Arts Centre
Smurf it Kappa Foundation
St Michael ’s House 
The Bookseller
The Cavanagh Family 
The Community Foundation  
 for Ireland 
The Ireland Funds 
The Society of St Vincent de Paul
Trinity Access Programme 
Trinity College Dublin
Toyota Ireland
Twitter
Tyrone Guthrie Centre at  
 Annaghmakerrig 
UNHCR – The UN Refugee Agency
University College Dublin
Waterford City and  
 County Council Arts Off ice
William Fry 
Words Ireland
Wonderfest 
Young at Art

We wish to thank all of our socially minded 
government, corporate, charity and individual 
supporters, partners and funders. Our supporters 
are fundamental to our success and play such an 
important role in furthering our goal of making 
books part of every child’s life in Ireland. We also 
wish to thank all the children’s publishers whom 
we work so closely with on a weekly basis: we 
could not carry out the work of Children’s Books 
Ireland without their support.

Funders, Partners and Supporters/ 
Maoinitheoirí, Comhpháirtithe  
agus Lucht Tacaíochta
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