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FREE TO BE ME is a project that celebrates 
diversity, representation and inclusion in books 
for children and young people aged 0–18, to 
ensure equity and visibility, so that all children 
can see themselves reflected and celebrated in 
the books they read and in the stories and images 
they hear and see and are offered equality of 
participation in all aspects of their cultural lives.
In this guide you will f ind nearly 370 carefully 
selected books broken down by age and by genre: 
f iction, poetry and non-f iction.
This accessible edition of the guide is supported 
online by a database of included titles, listing all 
the accessible formats and languages titles are 
published in.
The criteria for inclusion is ‘excellence’: we 
take our role as curators of quality literature 
very seriously and believe all children deserve 
to experience books that reflect their realities 
and give them the opportunity to broaden their 
world to experience realities beyond their own, to 
provide a sense of ownership and belonging across 
a diversity of identities and to stoke a sense of 
solidarity. 

We hope that this collection of truly excellent 
books helps to facilitate conversations and 
develop young people’s values, attitudes and 
knowledge, better equipping them to fully 
participate in and help to mould and build a more 
equitable society, ensuring that all children and 
their families feel welcomed, valued, celebrated 
and respected. 
We want to support and encourage the potential 
of all children and young people in Ireland to 
learn about and better understand the richness 
and beauty of difference, and to know and 
understand their responsibility to protect each 
other’s right to be different and to live free from 
discrimination.
Every child has the right to be free to be 
themselves.

About This Guide/Eolas Faoin Treoir Seo
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Don iliomad páistí ar fud an domhain, is cuid 
an-tábhachtach den teacht i méadaíocht í 
an léitheoireacht. Go minic, is trí leabhair ar 
dtús a fhaigheann muid amach faoin domhan i 
gcoitinne. Tugann siad deis dúinn eolas a fháil 
faoi dhaoine agus áiteanna éagsúla, agus tuilleadh 
a fhoghlaim faoi eispéiris daoine eile. 
I mo chás-sa, ba chuid ollmhór de mo shaol í an 
léitheoireacht – ba é leabhar nua an bronntanas 
is fearr dá bhféadfainn a fháil, gan dabht. 
Thug mo sheanathair leabhar de chuid Tom 
McCaughren dom, Run with the Wind, ar scéal 
é faoi theaghlach de mhadraí rua, rud a chuir 
leis an spéis a bhí agam in ainmhithe agus sa 
timpeallacht, agus a chuir an dúlra ar mo shúile 
dom. 
Tharraing duine de mo mhúinteoirí bunscoile 
m’aird ar Roald Dahl, rud a nocht domhain 
fhíorghreannmhara The BFG agus James and the 
Giant Peach dom agus a spreag suim ionam sa 
stair, go háirithe sa Dara Cogadh Domhanda, i 
ngeall ar a dhírbheathaisnéis, Going Solo. 
Gach Satharn, thabharfadh mo mháthair chuig 
an leabharlann áitiúil mé. Inniu is i bhfoirgneamh 
ollmhór neamhspleách atá Leabharlann Bhaile 
Bhlainséir, ach an tráth sin ní raibh ann ach 
roinnt seomraí ar an urlár is airde d’ionad 
siopadóireachta áitiúil. Ba é an rud ab fhearr faoi 
dhul ann le mo mháthair ná go raibh cárta duine 
fásta aici, rud a d’fhág go raibh sí in ann leabhair 
do dhaoine fásta a fháil dom agus bhí sin go 
hiontach.
Trí na leabhair sin, agus ó na seomraí beaga sin 
os cionn ionad siopadóireachta, bhí mé in ann dul 
áit ar bith ba mhian liom. Sin an chúis go raibh 
an léitheoireacht chomh hiontach sin agus mé i 
mo pháiste. 
Chomh maith céanna, sin é an chúis gur 
cheart go mbeadh gach páiste in ann iad féin a 
fheiceáil sna leabhair a léann siad. Ba cheart don 
léitheoireacht a bheith oscailte cuimsitheach. Tá 
Éire níos éagsúla anois ná mar a bhí sí agus mise 
ag fás aníos. Tá daoine anseo as áiteanna éagsúla 
ar fud an domhain, cineálacha éagsúla teaghlaigh 
agus reiligiúin éagsúla.   
 

Tá súil agam go gcuideoidh an treoir seo, sa 
chéad dul síos, le gach páiste leabhar a aimsiú 
a thuigf idh siad go maith – ceann a léiríonn 
a dtaithí féin. Ach tá súil agam freisin go 
gcuideoidh an treoir le páistí ar fud na hÉireann 
foghlaim faoi eispéiris a chéile. In Éirinn an lae 
inniu, atá ag éirí níos éagsúla de shíor, cuideoidh 
leabhair a léiríonn an éagsúlacht sin chun 
comhbhá a fhorbairt le daoine eile a bhfuil taithí 
saoil, cultúr nó creideamh éagsúil acu. 
Mar a fheicf idh tú ó raon na leabhar sa treoir 
seo, tá ceann ann do gach duine, nó is do chuile 
dhuine an léitheoireacht. An méid a fhaigheann 
muid ó leabhair agus muid óg, maireann sé 
ar feadh an tsaoil. Agus mise i mo pháiste, 
d’ fhoghlaim mé uathu an tábhacht atá le cosaint 
an chomhshaoil, agus ní dhearna mé dearmad 
air sin riamh. Tá súil agam go dtiocfaidh tú ar 
leabhar anseo a chuirf idh sceitimíní áthais ort 
agus óna bhfoghlaimeoidh tú ceachtanna saoil. 

Réamhrá
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For so many children around the world, reading is 
a really important part of growing up. It is often 
through books that we f irst get to f ind out about 
the wider world. We get to learn about different 
people and places, and learn more about other 
people’s experiences. 

I know that, for me, reading was an absolutely 
huge part of my life – a new book was the best 
present I could get. My grandfather gave me 
the Tom McCaughren book Run with the Wind, 
a story about a family of foxes, which fed my 
interest in animals and the environment, and 
introduced me to the natural world. 

One of my primary school teachers got me 
into Roald Dahl, which not only opened up 
the hilarious worlds of The BFG and James and 
the Giant Peach, but also got me interested in 
history, and the Second World War in particular, 
through his autobiography Going Solo. 

Every Saturday, my mam would bring me to the 
local library. Today Blanchardstown Library is a 
huge stand-alone building, but back then it just 
occupied a few rooms on the top f loor of a local 
shopping centre. The best thing about going with 
my mam was that she had an adult card, which 
meant she could get out adults’ books for me, 
which was always so exciting.

Through those books, and from those little rooms 
above a shopping centre, I go could anywhere. It 
is what made reading so thrilling as a child. 

Equally, it is why every child should be able to 
see themselves in the books they read. Reading 
should be open and inclusive for all children. 
Ireland is more diverse now than it was when I 
was growing up. We have people who have come 
here from all over the world, different kinds of 
families, different races and religions. 

I hope that this guide will, f irstly, help every 
child f ind a book that they can relate to, one that 
reflects their experience. But I also hope that 
the guide helps children all over Ireland learn 

about each other’s experiences. In an Ireland 
that is becoming increasingly diverse, books that 
reflect that diversity will develop empathy with 
others whose lived experience, culture or beliefs 
may be different to the reader’s own. 

As you can see from the range of books in this 
guide, there is a book for everyone, and that’s 
because reading is for everyone. The gifts 
books bring us when we are young are lifelong. 
As a child, it taught me about the importance 
of protecting our environment, and that has 
remained with me throughout my life. I hope you 
f ind a book here that brings you joy and lessons 
to carry with you for your life. 

Roderic O’Gorman, TD

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth

Introduction
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About Children’s Books Ireland 
Children’s Books Ireland’s mission is to inspire a love of reading in children and young people in Ireland, to 
share our expertise and enthusiasm with the adults who guide and influence them, to champion every child’s 
right to excellent books and live literature events and support the artists who make that goal possible across 
the island of Ireland.

Our small but committed team truly believe that we can make a difference. We know that the projects we run have an 
impact on the children who take part in them. 

We work with a large number of partners to make sure all children have access to books, especially babies and 
children in early learning settings, children in schools and those in need.

We produce text and video resources that are free to access, download, read or watch on our website. These 
resources are especially useful in school settings.

We produce a magazine, suggested reading lists and reading guides. All the information is clearly laid out and with 
age recommendations on book suggestions.

We run nationwide Children’s Books Ireland Book Clinics, where we recommend excellent books to young readers. 
These are inclusive, free events where all families are welcome, including young readers with autism, dyslexia, 
ADHD or visual impairment.

We manage and deliver the Laureate na nÓg programme on behalf of the Arts Council. By honouring an artist of 
exceptional talent and commitment, Laureate na nÓg champions and celebrates literature for children and young 
people, inspiring generations of writers, illustrators and readers.

We research and evaluate all of our projects to measure our impact and to ensure that we are meeting our goals.

Children’s Books Ireland/ 
Leabhair Pháistí Éireann
First Floor, 17 North Great George’s Street, 
Dublin 1, D01 R2F1 
Telephone + 353 1 8727475
info@childrensbooksireland.ie
childrensbooksireland.ie

You can also f ind us here: 
 childrensbooksireland.ie
 childrensbooksireland 
 @KidsBooksIrel 
 @kidsbooksirel 
 KidsBooksIrel 
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Eolas faoi Leabhair Pháistí Éireann 
We rely on our Book Clinic team and a number of other friends to make this guide possible. We wish to thank all of our 
reviewers and editors and especially Emma Dunne and Shanna Ní Rabhartaigh.

We could not produce this guide without the cooperation of our partners in libraries and bookshops across Ireland and the 
support of the publishers.

We also wish to acknowledge the skill and imagination of both our designer, Fintan Wall, and this year’s illustrator, Ashwin 
Chacko.

If you love this guide, do get online and check out previous years’ editions on the Children’s Books Ireland website – there 
are plenty more great books to read! 

And if you believe in what we do and want to support us, please check our website to explore ways to make a difference for 
everyone and every budget.

You can also f ind us here: 
 childrensbooksireland.ie
 childrensbooksireland 
 @KidsBooksIrel 
 @kidsbooksirel 
 KidsBooksIrel 
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The Any-Book  
Book Club
Boredom busters that work with  
any  book you have lying around

Hi everyone!
My name is Juliette Saumande. I’m a writer, facilitator 
and translator, but most importantly, I’m your school’s  
first-ever Champion of Reading!

What does it mean? It means I’m going to help you 
all have fun with books of all kinds. For now, I’ll be 
sharing some activities from my house to yours, but 
when school reopens and we’re all settled in again, I’ll 
come in and meet some of you in real life. We’ll chat, 
we’ll make stories and pictures and we will (probably) 
make some noise.

Until then, stay home, stay safe and I’ll see you on the 
other side!
Juliette

About this project
The Smurfit Kappa Foundation and 
Children’s Books Ireland are working 
together to support your school and will 
provide great new books for your school 
library as well as a Champion of Reading to 
encourage reading throughout the school. 
Juliette Saumande is the Champion of 
Reading for Drimnagh Castle Primary 
School in Dublin. 

About the Smurfit Kappa Foundation
The aim of the Smurfit Kappa Foundation 
is to fund projects in the communities in 
which they operate, particularly those which 
are sustainable and focus on helping children 
through health and nutrition, basic care and 
early education. 

smurf itkappafoundation.com

About Children’s Books Ireland 
At Children’s Books Ireland, we believe that 
every child should have access to the joy of 
reading, regardless of their circumstances. 
Our mission is to make books central to 
every child’s life on the island of Ireland. 
We work with families, teachers, libraries, 
publishers and communities all across the 
island to get books into children’s hands 
and to inform adults who can make a big 
impact on their reading. We advocate for 
the changes Ireland needs to grow a new 
generation of readers, and we support artists 
so that they can make excellent work for 
children and young people. Sign up to our 
newsletter to stay in touch! 

childrensbooksireland.ie 
#EveryChildAReader 

@KidsBooksIrel 
@kidsbooksirel 
@childrensbooksireland 
Children’s Books Ireland
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don’t forget to share your creations using 

 #AnyBookClub

A BIG thank you to Adéle O’Connor, Aidan O’Connor,  
Fiadh Ryan and Sadhbh Ryan for their boundless creativity!
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you’re never too young to enjoy a book
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Download your copy/ 
Íoslódáil dó chóip féin
childrensbooksireland.ie

Specially com
m

issioned artwork/O
bair ealaíne choim

isiúnaithe:

chi ldren’s
books
ire land
every child a reader

www.childrensbooksireland.ie

Other Children’s Books Ireland Resources/Acmhainní Eile 
Leabhair Pháistí Éireann
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The Yellow Flag Programme is a practical 
programme that supports primary and 
secondary schools to become more inclusive of 
all cultures and ethnicities, celebrate diversity 
and challenge racism and discrimination. Set up 
by The Irish Traveller Movement in 2008, the 
programme is an intercultural education model 
that works with students, staff, management, 
parents/guardians and communities. It aims 
to help schools create an environment where 
positive attitudes towards cultural diversity can 
thrive.
Intercultural Education is an approach to 
education that enables students to develop 
as social beings through respecting and 
cooperating with others. It aims to reflect the 
aims of the formal school curriculum at primary 
and post-primary levels in Ireland. Travellers 
and many other ethnic groups are an integral 
part of our communities and our schools. This 
eight-step programme guides schools in how 
they can help all communities feel they belong 
and contribute to a shared sense of Irishness. 
It is undertaken on the basis that ‘good’ 
education cannot be based on one culture alone.
yellowflag.ie/

Mother Tongues is a social enterprise working 
to promote multilingualism and intercultural 
dialogue in Ireland. They create experiences 
for children that make languages fun, exciting 
and meaningful by developing an innovative 
approach to make sure children fall in love with 
their language. 
They support teachers and educators, parents 
and carers, companies and cultural institutions, 
and communities in developing innovative 
approaches to encourage multilingualism and 
heritage language maintenance. They encourage 
use of simple techniques to make sure children 
can successfully learn English and Irish without 
giving up their mother tongue. 
They provide opportunities for families to meet 
new people and create connections within 
their community and beyond. They believe in 
the power of creativity to build connected, 
innovative and diverse communities and achieve 
this by collaborating with arts organisations, 
local authorities and cultural institutes to enact 
change in cultural practices and policies.
mothertongues.ie/ 

About Our Partner Organisations and Their Services/Eolas faoinár 
nEagraíochtaí Comhpháirtíochta agus a Seirbhísí
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The NCBI Library Access Service is Ireland’s 
largest digital library for people who are blind 
or vision impaired, with over 700,000 titles 
available to download in a variety of accessible 
formats.
The NCBI’s Library Access team work to 
support the individual reading needs of every 
member by providing a bespoke reading 
solution to children and adults. A key pillar 
of the library’s recent growth has been due 
to Bookshare Ireland, which has extended 
the library’s reach to support students with 
reading diff iculties in education. The Library 
Access production unit also offers Braille and 
audio solutions for print documents and is 
the accessible production unit of choice for 
government departments.
Call: 01 8642266
Email: library@ncbi.ie
Website: www.ncbi.ie

The National Council for the Blind  
Library Access Service
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Bookshare Ireland
Bookshare Ireland is the largest accessible 
digital library in Ireland. With a collection of 
over 700,000 titles, accessible books can be 
downloaded to a variety of mainstream devices. 
Bookshare makes reading easier and helps 
people with dyslexia, vision impairment or other 
reading diff iculties to access books. You can 
customise your reading experience to suit your 
reading or learning style. Bookshare Ireland 
is open to children and adults that meet the 
eligibility criteria. 
Bookshare Ireland was developed by the 
NCBI Library Access Service through funding 
received from the Department of Education 
and Skills in 2019; the Library Access Service 
is currently able to provide this service free of 
charge.
Qualifying readers of Bookshare can listen to 
books, follow along with audio and highlighted 
text, read in large type or digital braille. For 
more information and to sign up go to
www.bookshare.ie/en

Customised Books
You can customise your reading experience 
with Bookshare Ireland. When you select a 
title on your desktop, you can choose a digital 
format to download for that specif ic title. The 
digital formats include: PDF, EPUB, Word, 
DAISY, DAISY with Images, MP3 synthetic 
audio, Braille Ready File (BRF). These various 
accessible formats will work with a variety of 
assistive technologies and devices such as Jaws, 
Zoomtext, Orbit and the Mercury12. A series 
of webinars and videos on Making the Most 
of Bookshare with your assistive technology is 
available on:
www.bookshare.ie/en/how 

Bookshare and the EasyReader App
You can access your Bookshare Ireland titles 
with your smart phone or tablet by downloading 
the free EasyReader app. 
The EasyReader app offers text to speech 
for all downloaded books. Other accessibility 
features in the app allow you to adjust font size, 
contrast, audio pitch and voice selection with 
different accents.
To get the free EasyReader app, go to the 
App Store or Google Play and download the 
EasyReader app by Dolphin.

Services Provided by  
National Council for the Blind, Ireland
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Take a closer look at your local library
Your local library service provides a fantastic 
opportunity to discover great reads, get information, 
learn new skills, access PCs, printing and scanning, 
as well as joining in lots of activities – online or in the 
library (or sometimes outdoors!). Best of all, there are 
no membership fees and no fines. It’s all completely 
free, for everyone, in every public library in the 
country. 
Did you know that public libraries have a whole suite 
of digital services? 
As a member, you can download eBooks and 
eAudiobooks, read Irish or international  magazines and 
newspapers online, take a language course or choose 
from a wide range of other courses on lots of different 
topics. There is something to interest everyone, so take 
a look at LibrariesIreland.ie to find the one that suits 
you. 
Joining the library
You can join the library at any age. Anyone over 
eighteen should bring photo ID along to the library 
and the librarian will set up the membership. Children 
and young people under eighteen just need permission 
from a parent/guardian. Or you could even join online 
at LibrariesIreland.ie and start exploring all the digital 
services straight away! Are you a teacher at an ELC, 
primary or secondary school? If so, you can register for 
a teacher’s card at your local library to borrow sets of 
books for your class. 
Borrow from any library in the country
You can search the library catalogue online for the 
books you need at LibrariesIreland.ie. Even if your local 
library doesn’t currently have them, you can order 
them from any public library in the country straight to 
your local branch for collection – free of charge – and 
borrow up to twelve books/other items at any time or 
up to five eBooks or five eAudiobooks.

Reading programmes for children, families and school 
classes
As well as all of the resources available through the 
public libraries, children and families, teachers and 
school classes can enjoy plenty of enjoyable reading 
and literacy activities such as story time, book clubs, 
STEAM activities, author/illustrator events, and so 
much more throughout the year under the national 
Right to Read programmes.
Spring into Storytime in April focuses on younger 
children, encouraging the joy of stories through story-
time sessions led by librarians and authors, online or 
in-library, many of which include added interactive 
elements to help get children more immersed in the 
story.
Summer Stars is the annual summer reading 
programme which runs from June to August for 
children of all ages, complete with fun activities and 
incentives throughout as well as an award certificate 
for participation at the end of the programme.
Children’s Book Festival takes place during October, 
a full month packed with events and speakers in 
libraries across the country, with something scheduled 
for readers of all ages and interests and many 
opportunities to meet favourite authors and  
illustrators – as well as read lots of books! 
Family Time at Your Library runs throughout 
December. Libraries across the country host family 
events and activities aimed at supporting all the family 
to enjoy reading and sharing stories.

Follow us on Twitter @LibrariesIre and check out your 
local library service on social media to keep up to date 
with local activities. 
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CÁ BHFUIL TEIDÍ?

Tadhg Mac Dhonnagáin  
maisithe ag Steve Simpson

FUTA FATA 

(Aois 0–2)

DAINÍN:  
CLOISIM RUD ÉIGIN!

Tadhg Mac Dhonnagáin  
maisithe ag Steve Simpson

FUTA FATA 

(Aois 0–2)

RITA AGUS AN LAMPA 
DRAÍOCHTA

Máire Zepf  
maisithe ag Mr Ando

AN tSNÁTHAID MHÓR

(Aois 3–6)

GEANSAÍ OTTÓ
Sadhbh Devlin  

maisithe ag Róisín Hahessy
FUTA FATA

 (Aois 3–8)

SCÚNC AGUS  
SMÚIRÍN 

Muireann Ní Chíobháin  
maisithe ag  

Paddy Donnelly 
FUTA FATA 

(Aois 3–8)

MÍP 
Máire Zepf  
maisithe ag 

 Paddy Donnelly 
FUTA FATA

 (Aois 3–8)

Le linn a téarma trí bliana, déanfaidh Laureate na 
nÓg Áine Ní Ghlinn léitheoireacht na Gaeilge 
mar chaitheamh aimsire a chur chun cinn i 
measc páistí. Is é sin atá ag croílár an fheachtais 
Give Leabhar Gaeilge. Tá sí ag iarraidh ar 
dhaoine fásta leabhar Gaeilge nua-aimseartha ar 
ardchaighdeán a thabhairt mar bhronntanas do 
pháiste ar a bhfuil aithne acu.
Seo a leanas na leabhair atá molta ag Áine do 
Give Leabhar Gaeilge in 2021: 



MUIREANN AGUS  
AN TEACH SOLAIS

Malachy Doyle  
aistrithe ag Máire Zepf 

maisithe ag  
Andrew Whitson

AN tSNÁTHAID MHÓR 

 (Aois 4–8)

 

MÓR AGUS MUILC
aithriste ag  

John Óg Hiúdaí Neidí Ó Colla 
maisithe ag Kim Sharkey 

ÉABHLÓID 

(Aois 5–8)

LÚBA
Alan Titley  

maisithe ag John White
AN GÚM 

(Aois 7–11)

AR STRAE
Patricia Forde  

maisithe ag John White 
FUTA FATA

 (Aois 7–11)

AN EALA ÓRGA 
AGUS SCÉALTA EILE 

ÓN INDIA 
Gabriel Rosenstock  

maisithe ag  
Brian Fitzgerald 

AN GÚM 

(Aois 10–14)

 

Over her three-year term, Laureate na nÓg 
Áine Ní Ghlinn will promote reading for pleasure 
as Gaeilge for children. This is what the Give 
Leabhar Gaeilge campaign is all about. She is 
calling on adults to give a child they know the 
gift of a high-quality contemporary children’s 
book in Irish.
Áine’s Give Leabhar Gaeilge books suggestions 
for 2021 are:

Laureate na nÓg
First Floor, 17 North Great 
George’s Street, Dublin 1, 
D01 R2F1 
info@childrenslaureate.ie
childrenslaureate.ie

You can also f ind us here: 
 childrenslaureate.ie
 childrenslaureateireland 
 @LaureatenanOg
 @laureatenanog 



Ingela P. Arrhenius
Where’s Mrs Doctor?
Nosy Crow 

•	 This boardbook with soft flaps and a mirror shows babies the  
 different people who care for patients.

•	 A doctor, nurse, paramedic and others of various genders, races  
 and abilities are shown at work.

•	 Simple, colourful illustrations with realistic details make the book fun  
 and reassuring, especially for children with special needs. 

Atinuke illustrated by Angela Brooksbank 
B Is for Baby
Walker Books 

•	 Baby sets off on an adventure when she sneaks into the basket of  
 bananas her brother is delivering.

•	 They cycle past lots of things beginning with B, like Baboons,  
 Baobab trees and Birds. 

•	 This simple story with its lively illustrations lovingly shows the daily  
 life of one of many Nigerian cultures.

Atinuke illustrated by Angela Brooksbank
Baby Goes to Market
Walker Books 

•	 Baby rides on Mama’s back around the stalls at a busy South  
 West Nigerian market, trying lots of tasty foods.

•	 Unknown to Mama, cute and cheeky Baby adds extra food to the  
 basket Mama carries on her head. 

•	 The lively illustrations show many shoppers, sellers and goods,  
 and the text is a fun introduction to counting.

Sophie Beer
Love Makes a Family
Little Tiger Group  

•	 This boardbook shows that love is found in ordinary things –  
 bath time, stories, birthday cakes and picnics.

•	 The simple story celebrates families of different races,  
 same-sex parents, grandparents and single parents.

•	 The bright and beautiful illustrations are sure to attract the  
 attention of little readers. 
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Stella Blackstone and Sunny Scribens  
illustrated by Christiane Engel 
Baby’s First Words 
Barefoot Books 

•	 This colourful boardbook shows a typical day with a toddler  
 and her two fathers.

•	 You can also search for the woolly mammoth toy on each page.
•	 The mixed race LGBTQ+ family shown is full of love, and the  

 story encourages children to be curious about the world around them. 

Child’s Play illustrated by Ailie Busby
Looking Good!
Child’s Play 

•	 This lift-the-flap boardbook introduces the ideas of measurement  
 and comparison. 

•	 Each page shows something a human baby might share with an  
 animal – from floppy ears like an elephant to sharp teeth like a crocodile.

•	 The gentle, colourful illustrations show a diverse cast of babies and  
 animals of different shapes, sizes and colours. 

Child’s Play illustrated by Jo Byatt
Sleep Tight, Teddy! (Chatterboox)
Child’s Play 

•	 The playful Chatterboox series has a  finger puppet attached to each  
 book so the reader can act out the story. 

•	 In this book, a sweet Black child, with a cochlear implant, is getting  
 ready for bed with their teddy bear.

•	 The calm colours and friendly style make this book perfect for  
 bedtime with little ones. 

Child’s Play illustrated by Ailie Busby
Five Little Ducks: First Book of Nursery Games
Child’s Play 

•	 Five Little Ducks has lots of favourite nursery rhymes and songs, including  
 ‘This Little Piggy’, ‘Polly Put the Kettle On’ and ‘Hickory Dickory Dock’. 

•	 Every verse has an action prompt, encouraging babies to move  
 and interact with the book. 

•	 The bright and happy illustrations show children of many races, genders and  
 abilities playing in a lively and imaginative way. 
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Child’s Play illustrated by Cocoretto
Wheels at Work: Farm 
Child’s Play 

•	 The Wheels at Work series looks at modern working life, with a different  
 vehicle and driver on every spread. 

•	 Illustrations are simple, with bold shapes, bright colours and flaps to lift to see  
 what jobs the drivers are doing.

•	 This fun book goes against stereotypes of gender, race and disability. 

 
Robie H. Harris illustrated by Natascha Rosenberg
Who? A Celebration of Babies
Abrams  

•	 This charming boardbook looks at the world from a baby’s point of view,  
 showing family members as essential, loving parts of their life. 

•	 The repetitive text speaks to the baby reader (or listener), drawing them into  
 the world of the book. 

•	 The illustrations are vibrant, fun and inclusive, with family members of all  
 ages, races and religions. 

Child’s Play illustrated by Annie Kubler and Sara Dellow
If You’re Happy and You Know It
Child’s Play 

•	 This is one of many boardbooks in the Baby Rhyme Time series, showing  
 favourite rhymes in a modern, lively way.

•	 Caregivers will enjoy bonding with babies through song and rhyme, and older  
 tots will enjoy repeating the words and actions. 

•	 Illustrations are bright and sunny, with musical notation and a diverse cast of  
 cute playmates. 

Hollis Kurman illustrated by Barroux
Hello! A Counting Book of Kindness 
Otter-Barry Books  

•	 This counting book also looks at refugee families fleeing dangerous places,  
 but in a warm and uplifting way.

•	 Through bright, modern illustrations, we follow a mother and her three small  
 children across the sea into a new and welcoming community. 

•	 1 boat, 5 wishes and 10 friends are some of the things counted in this little  
 book filled with empathy and hope. 
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Anna McQuinn illustrated by Ruth Hearson
Zeki Loves Baby Club  
Alanna Max 
 

•	 Baby Zeki meets babies of different genders and races and with  
 different languages at Baby Club.

•	 They love to sing, stretch, wiggle and play together, and their mammies  
 and daddies join in the fun too.

•	 Toddlers will have great fun repeating the actions, words and sounds  
 described in the simple text. 

Danielle Murrell Cox
My Hair
HarperCollins Children’s Books  

•	 This book celebrates hair of all shapes, sizes and styles, including afros,  
 braids, cornrows and banto knots. 

•	 The text is simple, and the bold, colourful illustrations show curly-haired  
 children with skin of various colours and shades.

•	 This brilliantly empowering boardbook encourages children to take  
 pride in their hair.

Skye Silver
Baby Play
Barefoot Books  

•	 Part of the Baby’s Day series, this fun boardbook encourages babies to play,  
 dance and laugh with others. 

•	 Photographs of tots and their caregivers, including a diverse range of races,  
 genders and abilities, make this book unique. 

•	 This is a great series for developing social and emotional skills. 

Jessica Spanyol
Clive Is a Librarian
Child’s Play

•	 Join Clive and his diverse playmates as they explore what a librarian  
 does in their day-to-day work. 

•	 Together, they check out books, tidy their shelves and perform stories. 
•	 With clear language and lively illustrations, the Clive series promotes  

 confidence, empathy and imaginative play. 
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Jessica Spanyol
Rosa’s Big Bridge Experiment
Child’s Play 

•	 Rosa and her friends are building bridges at the beach, investigating  
 materials and thinking about things like weight and balance.

•	 But when Snowy Dog is stranded, they have to use their knowledge  
 to help him. 

•	 With simple text and colourful illustrations, this STEM-inspired series  
 celebrates teamwork, inclusivity and creativity. 

Jessica Spanyol
Rosa Loves Cars
Child’s Play 

•	 Rosa loves cars – playing with them, racing them, building and fixing them.
•	 This book features lots of different vehicles and playmates of diverse genders,  

 races and abilities. 
•	 With colourful pictures, simple text and sound effects, little readers will feel  

 part of the fun.  

Child’s Play illustrated by Carol Thompson
Dance!
Child’s Play 
 

•	 The Amazing Me! series celebrates all the wonderful and creative things  
 we can do with our bodies, including, in this book, dancing. 

•	 With great energy in the colourful illustrations, Dance! is fun, upbeat  
 and joyful to read aloud. 

•	 The series features a diverse group of friends as they express themselves 
 through their brilliant bodies.

Ken Wilson-Max
Where’s Lenny?
Alanna Max  

•	 Lenny’s father is trying to find Lenny in a game of hide-and-seek around  
 the house. 

•	 After hearing a tapping noise, Daddy enters the bathroom to find …  
 mummy fixing the lightbulb. 

•	 This is a fun reversal of stereotypical gender roles, featuring a mixed-race  
 family. 
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Kate Alizadeh
Quiet!
Child’s Play 

•	 A little girl enjoys listening to the sounds around her house, from the bustle of  
 morning to the quiet of night-time

•	 With simple text and illustrations, this is a great read-aloud that can be equally  
 enjoyed by children with sight loss. 

•	 Children will enjoy copying the fun sounds and be encouraged to map the  
 sounds in their own homes.

Steve Anthony 
Amazing
Hodder Children’s Books

•	 A cheerful little boy and his tiny pet dragon are the best of friends – they  
 laugh, sing, dance and have fun.

•	 The illustrations show that the little boy uses a wheelchair, but it’s not  
 mentioned in the text – he joins in all the games with his playmates. 

•	 Amazing is a celebration of diversity, inclusivity, fun and friendship, sure to  
 captivate young readers. 

Raymond Antrobus illustrated by Polly Dunbar
Can Bears Ski?
Walker Books 

•	 Little Bear can’t always follow what his dad, teacher or friends are saying.
•	 However, when Dad Bear brings him to an audiologist, Little Bear realises that  

 life is louder for others. 
•	 Charming illustrations add to this gorgeous story about communication, love  

 and care. 

Ashok Banker illustrated by Sandhya Prabhat
I Am Brown
Lantana Publishing 

•	 This book celebrates all the different and wonderful ways to be brown, from  
 the extraordinary to the everyday.

•	 It shows children in different dress, highlighting the different foods they eat,  
 languages they speak, places they pray and more. 

•	 The text is full of positivity, and the illustrations are warm and full of energy  
 and detail. 
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Gilles Baum illustrated by Amandine Píu 
The Red Suitcase
Words & Pictures 

•	 Little Dragon goes on the road – we don’t know why – but they have to be  
 brave until they find a safe place to belong. 

•	 We don’t know whether Little Dragon is an immigrant, a refugee or just having  
 a tough time, but the story works on many levels. 

•	 With short text and delicate illustrations, this is a stunning, imaginative and  
 moving picturebook. 
 
Jon Burgerman
Everybody Has Feelings 
Oxford University Press 

•	 Colourful characters and lots of humour are used to introduce over twenty  
 types of emotions.

•	 A variety of bodies and abilities are shown, helping children to accept  
 and be confident in their bodies.

•	 This fun book gives children the vocabulary to talk about their feelings and  
 why they might have them.

Davina Bell illustrated by Allison Colpoys
All the Ways to Be Smart 
Scribble UK

•	 This book celebrates all the things that make up human intelligence –  
 creativity, physical skill, critical thinking and much more. 

•	 The simple rhyming text shows readers that being smart isn’t just about exams:  
 it’s about contributing to the wonderful variety of life. 

•	 This is an empowering book with imaginative illustrations of a diverse cast of  
 children and fantasy figures. 

Gemma Breathnach maisithe ag Tarsila Krüse
Percy Péacóg  
Futa Fata

•	 Tá Percy Péacóg faoi strus ar a chéad lá ar scoil – tá náire air faoina eireaball  
 ildaite. 

•	 Ach baineann sé úsáid as a bhua speisialta chun beatha a charad a shábháil agus  
 ansin tuigeann sé tábhacht na héagsúlachta. 

•	 Cuireann na léaráidí séimhe agus dathanna geala go mór leis an scéal  
 machnamhach seo.  
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Heather Dean Brewer illustrated by LeUyen Pham
Love Is Powerful
Walker Books 

•	 Mari and her mother are going on a political march, and they make a sign to  
 carry her message to the world.

•	 At first Mari is nervous of the crowd, but when she chants her message of  
 love, it is quickly copied and made louder by those around her. 

•	 With sweet illustrations and a diverse cast, this is an uplifting book on the  
 power of peaceful protest. 

Peter Brown
Fred Gets Dressed 
Templar

•	 Fred loves to roam the house naked, until he tries on what he finds in his  
 mum’s closet – frock, lipstick and pearls included. 

•	 When Mum finds him, she offers the final touches, and Dad (and dog!) get  
 dressed up too. 

•	 Inspired by Brown’s own childhood, this is an uplifting and funny celebration of  
 expressing yourself, supported by loved ones. 

Nathan Bryon illustrated by Dapo Adeola
Look Up!
Puffin

•	 Rocket wants to be an astronaut, and she loves to share her excitement and  
 knowledge about space with those around her. 

•	 As a meteor shower approaches, Rocket wants to inspire everyone  
 to ‘Look up!’ 

•	 With bright illustrations, fun text and some space facts, Look Up! shows every  
 child they can reach for the stars. 

Claire Cashmore illustrated by Sharon Davey
Splash
Farshore 

•	 Born without a left forearm, Claire is just as brave as her sisters – the  
 only thing that scares her is water! 

•	 Based on the life of Paralympic swimming gold medallist Claire Cashmore,  
 this is an uplifting and joyful story.

•	 The lively, colourful illustrations chart Claire’s journey to overcome her fears  
 and become a champion. 
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Joseph Coelho illustrated by Fiona Lumbers
Luna Loves Art
Andersen Press 

•	 Luna and her classmates are all having fun at an art gallery, except Finn, who  
 seems upset and acts mean. 

•	 Finn’s family doesn’t look like the one in the ‘Family Group’ sculpture – but  
 neither does Luna’s. 

•	 Readers will enjoy the famous artworks among the beautiful illustrations in  
 this celebration of diverse families. 

Elizabeth Dale illustrated by Liam Darcy
Delightfully Different Dilly
Happy Yak 

•	 Dilly has only one foot, and the other penguins don’t like that she’s different,  
 but she hops, twirls and doesn’t let anything stop her! 

•	 Can the other penguins learn to like Dilly’s way of doing things and learn from  
 her abilities? 

•	 This gorgeous book, with cute, lively illustrations, encourages us to enjoy and  
 celebrate our differences. 

Sadhbh Devlin maisithe ag Tarsila Krüse
Bí ag Spraoi Liom!  
Futa Fata 

•	 Taitneoidh Bí ag Spraoi Liom! go mór le páistí óga i ngeall ar an mbéim atá ar  
 thábhacht an spraoi. 

•	 Ba mhaith le Lúna am a chaitheamh lena Mamaí ach níl an t-am ag Mamaí  
 don spraoi. 

•	 Léirítear cruthaitheacht an chailín óig nuair a chumann sí meaisín ama a  
 chabhraíonn leo am a chaitheamh le chéile ag spraoi.  

Ame Dyckman illustrated by Zachariah Ohora
Wolfie the Bunny
Andersen Press

•	 When Mama and Papa Bunny find a baby wolf at their front door, they take  
 him in as one of the family. 

•	 However, sister Dot is not sure and insists ‘He’s going to eat us all up!’ – but is  
 this really what’s worrying her? 

•	 A clever tale, with charming illustrations, showing Dot’s journey from suspicion  
 to love – perfect for any child with a new sibling. 
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Ian Eagleton illustrated by Clara Anganuzzi
Violet’s Tempest
Lantana Publishing

•	 Violet is worried about being a fairy in her school play because she feels too  
 heavy to fly like the graceful fairies she’s seen. 

•	 But with support from her loving nan and uncles, Violet works hard to make  
 the most of this opportunity, despite her nerves. 

•	 A beautiful story, with dreamy illustrations, about expressing yourself,  
 celebrating your body and diverse families. 

 
Laura Gallagher illustrated by Nicci Martin
Robo-Babies
Owlet Press 

•	 Robo-Babies uses clever comparisons to help children learn about the many  
 ways babies and families are made, including IVF and adoption. 

•	 It shows an alien planet with diverse robot families, each of which 
 ‘starts with love’. 

•	 With fun illustrations, full of bold colours and shapes, this book is perfect  
 for introducing these complex topics to young readers. 

 
Aoife Greenham
Big Dance  
Child’s Play 

•	 Pippa is worried about the big dance – what if her special moves are rubbish? 
•	 But she soon sees that the dance can only be ‘big’ if she is in it, because the  

 Big Dance is ‘where we are all the same and all different’. 
•	 This charming story, full of colours and shapes, celebrates being ourselves  

 together. 

 
Caryl Hart illustrated by Nick East
Knock Knock Superhero 
Hodder Children’s Books 

•	 Knock Knock Superhero is an action-packed rhyming and counting  
 picturebook.

•	 An ordinary little boy teams up with Pasta Man and a diverse gang of  
 superheroes to defeat the dreaded Madame Chilli. 

•	 This fun adventure is full of wild illustrations, silly rhymes and superheroes who  
 fight evil and stereotypes. 
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Karen Hesse illustrated by G. Brin Karas
Nights with Dad
Walker Books 

•	 Dad has a night job as a school caretaker, and while he cleans offices, halls  
 and the gym, his son finds ways to play around him. 

•	 The soft illustrations allow ordinary but important moments to shine  
 through the dark. 

•	 This gentle story shows how simple things can become special when  
 you’re with someone you love. 

 
Gillian Hibbs
Covered in Adventures
Child’s Play 

•	 Sasha’s dads want her to get a new jumper, as her old one is torn and stained. 
•	 But where the grown-ups see mess, Sasha sees all the fun she’s had with her  

 friends and family. 
•	 This story, and its bright, joyful illustrations, celebrates diversity in both  

 families and friendships. 

 
Daisy Hirst 
I Do Not Like Books Anymore! 
Walker Books

•	 When she finds that the words in her storybooks look scrambled and wrong,  
 Natalie decides she does not like books anymore. 

•	 This story captures the difficulties of learning to read and wanting proper  
 stories in a charming way. 

•	 It is an excellent book for struggling readers and picturebook lovers. 

 
Yasmeen Ismail 
Specs for Rex   
Bloomsbury Children’s Books 

•	 Rex hates his new glasses, and when he wears them to school for the first time  
 he keeps trying to hide them. 

•	 But when he hides his head in the bin, he finds Teacher’s missing whistle, and  
 he becomes a hero!

•	 Lovely watercolour images capture the energy of Rex and his friends.

AN TREOIR LÉITHEOIREACHTA MAIDIR LE hÉAGSÚLACHT, CUIMSIÚ AGUS LÉIRIÚ26

AOIS 2–4



Oliver Jeffers aistrithe ag Máire Zepf
Anseo Atá Muid: Notaí Faoi Chónaí Ar an Domhan  
Futa Fata 

•	 Is scéal deas é seo chun comhrá a thosú ar an domhan mór lasmuigh  
 den seomra codlata. 

•	 Cuireann an tuismitheoir síos ar na deiseanna atá ann don pháiste beag agus  
 é ag fás aníos. 

•	 Léirítear an éagsúlacht atá sa domhan agus tugann an tuismitheoir comhairle  
 an-luachmhar don pháiste óg: ‘… bí cineálta. Tá go leor ann do gach duine’.  

 
Nancy Johnson James illustrated by Constance Moore
Brown: The Many Shades of Love
Abrams

•	 A young boy describes the different skin tones of his family in simple  
 rhyme, and with simple portraits in crayon and watercolour. 

•	 The author uses language that draws on nature and food and appeals to all the  
 senses.

•	 This book is a gorgeous celebration of brown skin and the many different  
 shades in a united family. 

 
Nadine Kaadan 
Tomorrow
Lantana Publishing 

•	 Yazan can no longer go outside, go to school or play with friends – he feels  
 bored but what can he do?

•	 This book gives readers an idea of what life is like in a war-torn area. 
•	 The illustrations use colour, shadow and shape to show Yatzen’s feelings of  

 confusion, fear and, ultimately, hope. 

 
Hena Khan illustrated by Saffa Khan
Like the Moon Loves the Sky
Chronicle Books

•	 In this book, a mother tells of her love for her child in rhyming sentences. 
•	 Her hopes and wishes for her child are universal, with added words inspired by  

 the Quran – ‘Inshallah’ or ‘God willing’. 
•	 The colourful illustrations showing warm everyday scenes are sure to capture  

 readers.
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Jodie Lancet-Grant illustrated by Lydia Corry
The Pirate Mums
Oxford University Press

•	 Billy’s parents are not like everyone else’s – his mums have a pet parrot and  
 use smelly old maps instead of a satnav. 

•	 He finds them so embarrassing, but then an exciting pirate adventure changes  
 everything. 

•	 This is an entertaining, lively story about appreciating the value of being  
 unique. 

 
Hannah Lee illustrated by Allen Fatimaharan
My Hair
Faber & Faber

•	 For the little girl in My Hair, hair isn’t fashion but what she wants to show the  
 world: joy and pride in who she is. 

•	 Her family’s and friends’ hair reflect their personalities, from dreadlocks and  
 cornrows to fades. 

•	 In the end, she chooses a glorious Afro for her birthday hairstyle – because  
 she deserves a crown of her very own. 

Hannah Lee illustrated by Allen Fatimaharan
The Rapping Princess
Faber & Faber

•	 Princess Shiloh dreams of singing as beautifully as all the other princesses,  
 but she isn’t able to. 

•	 Luckily, she soon discovers a talent for and love of rapping! 
•	 With lively, joyful illustrations, this is a celebration of the power of  

 finding your own voice.

Jessica Love
Julian Is a Mermaid
Walker Books 

•	 Julian spots three women dressed as mermaids on the subway – he loves their  
 bright hair, fishtail dresses and sparkling jewellery.

•	 He wants to be a mermaid too and makes a dress and headdress out of  
 household objects – but what will Nana think? 

•	 This enchanting picturebook, with its lively illustrations, shows the joy of  
 expressing yourself. 
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Fran Manushkin illustrated by Lauren Tobia 
Happy in Our Skin
Walker Books 

•	 This books celebrates the wonderful qualities of our skin – from all its tones  
 and features, to how it protects us. 

•	 The simple rhyming text is perfect for reading out loud, with fun observations  
 on things like scabs and goosepimples. 

•	 The bright and busy city scenes show families and neighbours of various  
 colours, abilities, religions and more having fun. 
 
Isabelle Marinov illustrated by Chris Nixon
Leo and the Octopus
Templar Books 

•	 Leo feels that the world is far too loud and that nobody understands him. 
•	 On a school trip to the aquarium, Leo meets Maya, an octopus, and the more  

 he learns about her, the less alone he begins to feel. 
•	 With dreamy illustrations and simple text, this story may particularly suit  

 children on the autistic spectrum or who feel they don’t ‘fit in’.  

Tom McLaughlin 
Along Came a Different 
Bloomsbury Children’s Books 

•	 The Red, Blue and Yellow colour tribes are suspicious of each other’s  
 differences and draw up borders and rules. 

•	 But when a different colour comes along who likes all of them, everything  
 begins to change. 

•	 This picturebook deals in a simple way with complex issues like racism,  
 exclusion and bullying.

Wendy Meddour illustrated by Daniel Egnéus
Lubna and Pebble
Oxford University Press 

•	 Lubna found her best friend, Pebble, on the beach and she tells Pebble  
 everything – about her brothers, home and war. 

•	 When Amir arrives lost and alone in the City of Tents, they become friends,  
 but when Lubna has to leave, she understands Amir needs Pebble more than  
 she does. 

•	 This stunningly illustrated story shows that imagination, friendship and  
 kindness can grow even in the most difficult places. 
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Wendy Meddour illustrated by Cindy Wume 
Not in That Dress, Princess! 
Otter-Barry Books 

•	 Princess Bess is fed up of being told of all the fun things she can’t do when  
 wearing a dress. 

•	 She sets out to prove she can, in fact, do anything in a dress, from eating and  
 dancing to skiing and launching rockets. 

•	 Through fun rhymes and lively illustrations, this picturebook gives an  
 important message about gender equality and self-expression. 
 
 
Kate Milner 
It’s a No-Money Day 
Barrington Stoke

•	 On a ‘no-money’ day, a mother and child head to the food bank, having good  
 fun despite their difficult situation. 

•	 The illustrations are delicate, with soft colours, and a powerful scene at the  
 food bank shows how everyone is affected by economic recession. 

•	 This is a sensitive and hopeful story of a family living in poverty. 

 
Mary Murphy 
Only a Tree Knows How to Be a Tree  
Otter-Barry Books 

•	 Beginning with trees, this book celebrates every person and every thing for its  
 uniqueness, from birds and dogs, to clouds and comets. 

•	 In bright colours, it shows children of all shades and abilities having fun in  
 nature. 

•	 It introduces the idea of the essence of things, showing there is a place for  
 everything and that everyone belongs. 

 
Mary Murphy illustrated by Zhu Cheng-Liang
What I Like Most  
Walker Books 

•	 A small girl lists the things she likes most now, and while some of these things  
 may change, one will not: the bond of mother and daughter. 

•	 The gorgeous illustrations create a tender atmosphere, with the love of an East  
 Asian family at the centre. 

•	 This book is a gentle celebration of growing, looking, feeling and enjoying the  
 world around you. 

AN TREOIR LÉITHEOIREACHTA MAIDIR LE hÉAGSÚLACHT, CUIMSIÚ AGUS LÉIRIÚ30

AOIS 2–4



Brigita Orel illustrated by Jennie Poh
The Pirate Tree
Lantana Publishing

•	 Sam imagines she is the captain of a large ship; Agu, a Nigerian child new to  
 the area, asks to join Sam’s exciting adventure.

•	 Sam does not want to play with Agu, but when he tells her about Nigeria and  
 his real-life sailing experience, a friendship blossoms. 

•	 With beautiful, gentle illustrations, this is a story of a multicultural friendship  
 that grows through play. 

Isabel Otter illustrated by Harriet Lynas 
This Love
Little Tiger Group 

•	 This Love is a collection of the many special moments when different people  
 feel love across the globe. 

•	 We travel through countries, cultures, landscapes and seasons, meeting people  
 of various ages, races, faiths and sexual orientations, all united by love.

•	 The rhyming text is soothing and warm, accompanied by bright, lively  
 illustrations. 
 
Alexandra Penfold illustrated by Suzanne Kaufman
All Are Welcome
Bloomsbury Children’s Books 

•	 The modern school in this book shows children of various nationalities,  
 cultures, languages, races, abilities and backgrounds playing and learning  
 together.

•	 The engaging rhyme and repetition make this an ideal book for children to  
 chant along with. 

•	 This book encourages children to make friends, celebrate differences and  
 share their cultures, stories and interests.  

Jane Porter illustrated by Maisie Paradise Shearring
The Boy Who Loved Everyone
Walker Books 

•	 Dimitri tells his teacher, his classmates, his neighbour, even the class guinea  
 pig, that he loves them – but nobody except his mum says it back. 

•	 Dimitri is confused and upset, but his mum helps him to see the different ways  
 that people express love and spread kindness. 

•	 This sweet picturebook looks at exploring multicultural and  
 neurodiverse experiences, feelings and relationships. 
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Ruth Quayle illustrated by Jez Tuya
Suzy Orbit, Astronaut
Nosy Crow 

•	 When planet Earth calls on Suzy Orbit, space engineer, for help, she knows  
 she can create the gadgets needed. 

•	 Her boss doesn’t believe her and insists on buying everything instead – with  
 disastrous results – but Suzy saves the day and learns not to doubt herself.

•	 This empowering book has lively illustrations packed with fun details about  
 space and engineering.

Ranjit Singh illustrated by Mehrdokht Amini
Nimesh the Adventurer
Lantana Publishing 

•	 On his way home from school, Nimesh lets his imagination loose, turning  
 streets and shops into oceans and pirate ships. 

•	 His imaginary landscapes are just as delightful as the multicultural school and  
 city shown in the illustrations.

•	 Readers will enjoy spotting what sparks Nimesh’s imagination in this tale of  
 the wonders of home. 

Stephanie Stansbie illustrated by Katy Halford
My Friends and Me:  
A Celebration of Different Kinds of Families
Little Tiger Group

•	 Some of Jamie’s friends have two moms while some have two dads; some have  
 two beds in two different houses while others live on a boat. 

•	 Though all these families look different, they have something in common: they  
 are filled with love. 

•	 The cheerful text and colourful illustrations, with lots of fun details, capture  
 the joys of family life. 

Alexandra Strick illustrated by Steve Antony
You Can!
Otter-Barry Books

•	 This book is based on a project that followed fourteen children from a range of  
 backgrounds and experiences as they grew from toddlers to young adults. 

•	 The result is what those real-life children would say to their younger selves to  
 inspire, comfort and encourage them about their futures. 

•	 This book offers gentle guidance on day-to-day life and reminds every child  
 that they can be themselves. 

AN TREOIR LÉITHEOIREACHTA MAIDIR LE hÉAGSÚLACHT, CUIMSIÚ AGUS LÉIRIÚ32

AOIS 2–4



Margaret Sturton
A Fox Called Herbert
Andersen Press

•	 Born a rabbit, Herbert is determined to become a fox, but his efforts annoy  
 his mother, who just wants him to ‘be a good rabbit’. 

•	 This is impossible for Herbert who, throughout this charming picturebook,  
 transforms himself into a pointy-eared, bushy-tailed fox. 

•	 With bright, expressive illustrations, this is a positive story about becoming  
 who you’ve always wanted to be and finding acceptance. 

Clare Helen Welsh illustrated by Ashling Lindsay 
The Tide   
Little Tiger Group 

•	 This book describes a day at the beach for a little girl and her grandad, while in  
 her head she thinks about what her mum told her about Grandad’s  
 forgetfulness. 

•	 The tide is used as a beautiful metaphor to explain the effect dementia has on  
 people’s memories. 

•	 Beautiful colours and shapes and simple text make this a comforting  
 look at living and loving with dementia.  

Harry Woodgate
Grandad’s Camper
Andersen Press

•	 Grandad and Gramps’s life was full of adventure, but now that Gramps isn’t  
 around anymore, Grandad just doesn’t feel the same. 

•	 Their granddaughter helps Grandad through his grief by revisiting memories of  
 the exciting life the men had together. 

•	 Through warm words and bright illustrations, this books celebrates  
 family and LGBTQ+ experience. 

M.O. Yuksel illustrated by Hatem Aly
In My Mosque
Farshore 

•	 This story, told by a young child, introduces and celebrates mosques.
•	 The child loves gathering there with family and friends, of all ages and  

 backgrounds, and the feeling of community there. 
•	 The illustrations show the beauty of a mosque’s architecture and the  

 many joyful activities that take place inside.
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Dapo Adeola illustrated by Dapo Adeola, Alyssia Johnson, 
Sharee Miller et al
Hey You!
Puffin Books 

•	 This book encourages young Black children to ‘Love your beautiful skin’  
 and be proud of those who have come before them. 

•	 It acknowledges racism but balances it with empowerment and joy.
•	 The bright illustrations make the book’s message clear: you stand on  

 the shoulders of greatness.

 
Beatrice Alemagna translated by Jill Davis
On a Magical Do-Nothing Day
Thames & Hudson  

•	 The narrator is staying in the countryside; it’s rainy, Mum is working,  
 and they miss their dad. 

•	 All they can do is play video games – but when the game falls in a pond,  
 a world of wonders suddenly appears. 

•	 In this beautifully illustrated story, readers discover the joys of nature  
 and how it can help us connect with the people we love.

 
Jake Alexander
We Want Our Books
Two Hoots  

•	 When Rosa learns that her local library is going to become a restaurant,  
 she and her sister work together to protest. 

•	 Focusing on a Black family, this picturebook shows the importance of  
 standing up for what you believe in. 

•	 The illustrations use rich colours, and the short, simple text  
 celebrates libraries and curiosity.

 
Jenn Bailey illustrated by Mika Song 
A Friend for Henry 
Chronicle Books 

•	 This book brings the reader into Henry’s world, a place where  
 it’s difficult to find a like-minded friend. 

•	 It shows the daily challenges that a child with autism may need to deal with. 
•	 It gently guides the reader through these moments and ends with a sweet  

 connection to another person. 
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Andrea Beatty illustrated by David Roberts
Sofia Valdez, Future Prez
Abrams Books for Young Readers

•	 When her grandfather is injured at a local dumping ground, Sofia decides  
 she wants to turn the dump into a park for everyone. 

•	 This book shows that even the smallest idea can have a huge impact. 
•	 Using lively illustrations and rhyme, this picturebook is a great way to  

 start a conversation about responsibility, ability and race. 

 
Tami Charles illustrated by Bryan Collier
All Because You Matter
Scholastic 

•	 The use of the word ‘matter’ on almost every second page of this book drives  
 home its message: you matter, despite what is happening around you. 

•	 It was written as a reflection on racism and the devastating effect it has  
 had on generations of young Black children. 

•	 This book is a hopeful reminder to every child of the simple truth:  
 ‘You mattered … They mattered …  We matter … and always will’. 

 
Joseph Coelho illustrated by Fiona Lumbers 
Luna Loves Library Day 
Andersen Press 

•	 Luna loves going to the library, especially because she gets to spend  
 time with things she loves – books and her dad. 

•	 Together they explore the books, and they even read a very special tale  
 that relates to their own life. 

•	 This is a gentle story about having separated parents, reassuring children that,  
 no matter what, they will feel loved. 

 
Gaia Cornwall 
Jabari Tries 
Walker Books

•	 Jabari has big plans, but his adorable and annoying little sister is  
 getting in his way. 

•	 Dad suggests he should change his thinking a little, and soon Jabari’s plans  
 become more achievable. 

•	 This is a great book for anyone looking for a fun story with a Black role  
 model for their aspiring inventors! 
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Niki Daly 
Hooray for Lolo 
Otter-Barry Books 

•	 This book contains four easy-to-read stories about Lolo, a fun, caring  
 young girl who lives in South Africa with her mother and grandmother. 

•	 In the stories, she gets mad at her best friend; she borrows her favourite  
 library book; she visits the hospital; and she babysits. 

•	 Lolo takes the reader on many adventures and the illustrations  bring the  
 stories to life. 

 
Andrea D’Aquino 
A Life Made by Hand
Princeton Architectural Press

•	 This book is based on the early years and education of Japanese American  
 sculptor Ruth Asawa, and how it influenced her work. 

•	 Author and illustrator Andrea D’Aquino draws a powerful line from Ruth’s  
 childhood spent working on a farm to her formal education at Black Mountain  
 College. 

•	 Brought to life with collage and line drawings inspired by Ruth’s work, this  
 book celebrates observation, curiosity and arts-based learning.  

 
Nicola Davies illustrated by Hannah Peck
My Butterfly Bouquet
Wren & Rook 

•	 A young girl recovering from a hospital stay finds the wintery world  
 boring until her father takes her to visit a glasshouse full of butterflies. 

•	 Inspired by the beautiful creatures, the family work to make their own  
 garden a welcoming place for the butterflies of spring. 

•	 With gorgeous illustrations and engaging and educational text, this book will  
 be a delight for all readers. 

 
Nicola Davies illustrated by Cathy Fisher 
Perfect 
Graffeg 

•	 This picturebook tells the story of a young boy coming to terms with the  
 arrival of a baby sister with special needs. 

•	 His sister’s condition is not explained, and his sadness at things not being as  
 expected slowly changes to acceptance and hope. 

•	 Perfect is an ideal way to start talking about disability with children, as well  
 as being a great story in its own right. 
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Matt de la Peña illustrated by Christian Robinson
Milo Imagines the World
Two Hoots

•	 When Milo and his sister take the train to visit their mother every month,  
 the mix of emotions he feels leaves him shaky and confused. 

•	 To distract himself, Milo draws pictures of what he imagines are the lives of  
 the passengers around him. 

•	 This special book deals with the issue of having a parent in prison in a  
 sensitive and gentle way.

 
Kate DePalma illustrated by Nelleke Verhoeff
The Bread Pet: A Sourdough Story
Barefoot Book

•	 Cora has been given some sourdough starter and her kitchen soon becomes  
 full of extra bread. 

•	 Her mum and mama step in to help Cora share it with their multi-ethnic,  
 diverse community. 

•	 Cora’s yellow hair clips and blue hearing aids and glasses add bright,  
 lively colour to each page.

 
Juno Díaz illustrated by Leo Espinosa
Islandborn
Rock the Boat 

•	 Although she is surrounded by things from the place she was born, Lola and  
 her family, like many others, live in a different country now.

•	 Her memories of home are connected to food, music and weather, but she  
 only really sees this when her class draws where they are from. 

•	 With the help of neighbours, friends and her granny, Lola learns about where  
 she is from and who she is: she is Islandborn. 

 
Ian Eagleton illustrated by James Mayhew
Nen and the Lonely Fisherman
Owlet Press 

•	 Nen the merman sings a sad song out across the ocean, which is finally  
 heard by Ernest, a lonely fisherman. 

•	 Nen’s father does not want his son to go to the surface world, and  
 he sends a storm to separate them. 

•	 This beautiful tale is matched by gorgeous illustrations, and the romance is age  
 appropriate and moving. 
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Maz Evans illustrated by Chris Jevons
The Exploding Life of Scarlett Fife
Hodder Children’s Books

•	 Scarlett has trouble with her big feelings and sometimes they make things 
 explode – like cake and smoothies.

•	 She loves to question everything, and she makes great fun of  
 grown-ups and the words they use. 

•	 She is surrounded by a wonderful group of family and friends that help her  
 with the feelings she can’t control. 

 
Patricia Forde maisithe ag Joëlle Dreidemy 
Lísín: Ní Banphrionsa Mé!  
Futa Fata 

•	 Iarrtar ar Lísín a bheith ina banphrionsa i ndráma na scoile. 
•	 Dar le Lísín, ní banphrionsa í ach foghlaí mara, ach ansin bíonn uirthi  

 a scileanna foghlaí mara a úsáid chun an dráma agus a cairde a shábháil! 
•	 Pléitear cúrsaí inscne agus aoise ar bhealach éadrom greannmhar.  

 
Cornelia Funke illustrated by Kasia Matyjaszek  
Molly Rogers, Pirate Girl
Barrington Stoke 

•	 When Molly, a strong pirate girl, is captured by Captain Firebeard, she warns  
 his crew that her mother, an even scarier pirate, will save her. 

•	 Her dream of being rescued by her mum comes true in this bright and  
 colourful tale about adventure and bravery. 

•	 The sans-serif font and cream pages will suit dyslexic readers, and all children  
 will love the bright and bold illustrations. 

 
Roxane Marie Galliez illustrated by Seng Soun Ratanavanh
Thank You, Miyuki
Princeton Architectural Press 

•	 Miyuki wants to do tai chi, like Grandpa, but it’s hard; when she sees him  
 meditating, she wants to meditate too. 

•	 Grandpa takes her hand, and they walk along the river, watching the clouds,  
 drinking raindrops falling from the sky. 

•	 A whole day passes peacefully in this gentle book about the joys of sharing  
 simple moments together. 
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Sarah Garland aistrithe ag Fidelma Ní Ghallchobhair
Azzi Idir Dhá Stól  
An Gúm 

•	 Scéal faoi dhídeanaí óg atá ag dul i dtaithí ar shaol nua in áit nua.  
•	 Déantar neart agus dúchas an dídeanaí a cheiliúradh agus cuirtear béim ar ról  

 an phobail i dtacú leis an teaghlach. 
•	 Scéal an-luachmhar chun eispéiris dídeanaithe óga a phlé le páistí agus  

 comhbhá a chothú. 

 
Matt Goodfellow illustrated by Yu Rong
Shu Lin’s Grandpa
Otter-Barry Books

•	 When Shu-Lin starts in a new school, she doesn’t speak much English and she  
 worries about making friends.

•	 Then her grandpa shows her classmates his paintings of dragons, and Shu-Lin  
 teaches them how to draw them, and it brings everyone together. 

•	 The beautiful collage illustrations show how Shu-Lin becomes part of this new  
 community. 

 
Erin Gunti illustrated by Estelí Meza 
A Place to Stay: A Shelter Story 
Barefoot Books 

•	 A young girl is worried when she and her mother check into a homeless  
 shelter, but her mother uses her imagination to help her daughter to feel safe.

•	 This beautifully illustrated picturebook shows the love they have for each other  
 and how strong they can be in a scary situation. 

•	 It also includes factual notes explaining why people may become homeless and  
 how shelters can help. 

 
Konnie Huq 
Cookie! And the Most Annoying Boy in the World
Picadilly Press

•	 Cookie’s best friend is moving away and the new boy in class is stirring  
 things up, but Cookie won’t give up. 

•	 With funny drawings, diagrams and questionnaires, this book is a look into  
 the mind of a nine-year-old with a wild imagination and something to prove. 

•	 Taking inspiration from the author’s London–Bangladeshi background and  
 love of science, it reads like your funny best friend’s diary.  
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Mina Javaherbin illustrated by Lindsey Yankey 
My Grandma and Me 
Walker Books 

•	 This picturebook is a loving tribute to the Iranian author’s grandmother,  
 based on things they did together in her childhood.

•	 The soft pastel illustrations show Mina and her grandma waking up early for  
 prayers, using a clever bread-delivery method and imagining a trip to the stars.

•	 This gentle story will be enjoyed by anyone who loves their grandmother and  
 treasures the moments spent together. 

 
Alexandra Katona illustrated by Claudia Navarro
Dinner on Domingos
Barefoot Books

•	 Alejandra’s favourite day of the week is Sunday, when she gets to spend the  
 day with her large extended family. 

•	 This book captures the busy fun of a multi-generational event, showing how  
 the family combines two cultures and languages.  

•	 Alejandra’s Spanish-speaking grandmother is at the centre of it all, keeping her  
 culture alive and communicating through food and music and dancing. 

 
Krista M. Lambert and Chris Riddell
Indigo Takes Flight
Pop Up Projects
 

•	 Indigo is struggling with telling his family and friends about his sexuality – this  
 worry is shown as a dragon egg in the story.

•	 As the dragon hatches and grows, Indigo becomes more lonely and miserable,  
 but in the end he learns to be happy with who he is. 

•	 The text is written in short rhyme, ideal for reluctant readers, and the raw  
 illustrations emphasise Indigo’s journey to accept himself. 

 
JonArno Lawson illustrated by Qin Leng
Over the Shop
Walker Books 

•	 In this beautiful wordless picturebook, a young girl and her grandparent try to  
 rent out the run-down flat above their shop. 

•	 The people who come to see it make the pair think hard about who they would  
 actually like as their neighbours. 

•	 When a young couple eventually moves in, the whole household becomes a  
 happier and more inclusive space. 
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Summer Macon 
Up and Down Mum
Child’s Play

•	 Acceptance is the key message of this book, which gently explains the  
 everyday experiences of a child with a parent who has bipolar disorder. 

•	 It deals with the challenges, as well as some fun aspects, of having a parent  
 who can be unpredictable. 

•	 The illustrations are fun and light, and there are helpful tips at the end to  
 support children through some challenges they may face. 

 
Kate Milner 
Nowhere to Call Home
Barrington Stoke 

•	 This is a sad but hopeful story about a girl whose family loses their house and  
 needs to move to a hostel. 

•	 The girl’s words are accompanied by tender illustrations that show the harsh  
 realities of her experience. 

•	 But she is optimistic and quick to find the positives in a situation with many  
 challenges. 

 
Helen Mortimer illustrated by Katie Cottle
Omar, the Bees and Me
Owlet Press 

•	 Omar, a new boy, recently arrived from Syria, and Maisie become friends  
 through their love of bees and beekeeping. 

•	 The gorgeous illustrations follow Maisie, Omar and their class as they plant a  
 wildflower corridor for the local bees. 

•	 With themes of nature, community and diversity, this book shows the  
 importance of protecting our natural world.

 
Ibtihaj Muhammad and S.K. Ali illustrated by Hatem Aly 
The Proudest Blue 
Andersen Press 

•	 Faizah’s big sister Asiya is about to wear a hijab into school for the first time.
•	 There are challenges for Asiya on this special day, but thanks to her mama, she  

 knows just what to do. 
•	 Asiya’s grace and dignity in the schoolyard reflect her mama’s wisdom: ‘if you  

 understand who you are, one day they will too’.
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Richard O’Neill illustrated by Feronia Parker Thomas
Polonius the Pit Pony
Child’s Play

•	 Polonius is a little pit pony who escapes and longs for the freedom of the road  
 with Daddo and his family. 

•	 Lucretia adores him, and Polonius shows he is clever and brave, but when  
 weather threatens to cause havoc, will his friends listen to him? 

•	 This special story is full of facts and illustrations describing life down the pit  
 and being part of the Traveller community.

 
Richard O’Neill illustrated by Kirsti Beautyman
The Lost Homework
Child’s Play

•	 Sonny’s family and their Traveller community are planning a wedding.
•	 But Sonny is so busy helping that he forgets where he left his homework book. 
•	 This gentle story shows that we are always learning, and sometimes those  

 lessons learnt outside of school are the most important. 

 
Dav Pilkey
Dog Man: Mothering Heights 
Scholastic 

•	 Dog Man is injured in the line of duty, but even the cone of shame from the  
 vet can’t slow him down. 

•	 Petey, former World’s Most Evilest Cat, wonders why he turned bad in the  
 first place, while his dad breaks out of prison to cause chaos. 

•	 A warm story of redemption and love that’s lots of fun and full of jokes. 

 
Rose Robbins
Talking Is Not My Thing!
Scallywag Press

•	 Through bright, cheery illustrations, this book tells the story of a little girl who  
 is nonverbal, autistic and has a close bond with her brother. 

•	 Everyone in the family matters: she shows him a new game, he reads her a  
 story and her grandmother knows when she needs help. 

•	 This lovely story shows neurodiversity in a positive way and will be meaningful  
 to children with autism and families who want to understand it. 
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Jon Roberts illustrated by Hannah Rounding
See What I Can Do! 
Graffeg 

•	 Every child is different, some in ways you can see and some in ways you can’t. 
•	 Children with various conditions talk about their challenges and how they do  

 the things they love. 
•	 This book celebrates difference and the colourful illustrations, full of  

 movement, draw you into the children’s lives. 

 
Kristin Roskiffe 
Everybody Counts: A Counting Story from 0 to 7.5 Billion 
Wide Eyed Editions 

•	 This colourful search-and-find picturebook takes you on a journey to count  
 people, from 1 to 7.5 billion. 

•	 You can learn about the characters’ lives and discover their stories and how  
 they are connected. 

•	 This book shows how everyone is different and celebrates it. 

 
Isabel Roxas 
The Adventures of Team POM: Squid Happens
Flying Eye Books

•	 In this fun graphic novel, three girls from diverse backgrounds, who love  
 synchronised swimming, form Team POM. 

•	 While practising their new routine, they discover Cyd, a giant squid, hiding in  
 their clubhouse. 

•	 Team POM must work together to perfect their routine, while also keeping  
 Cyd safe from a secret organisation that wants to capture him.

 
Paul Russell illustrated by Aska
My Storee
EK Books 

•	 This picturebook tells the story of a young boy who loves writing but has  
 problems with spelling. 

•	 It’s not until his new teacher, Mr Watson, tells him that ‘creativity is what  
 matters the most’ that the boy believes it. 

•	 An inclusive, fun story for reluctant readers or dyslexic children, with colourful  
 drawings that will transport you to another world.
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Paul Russell illustrated by Nicky Johnston 
The Incredibly Busy Mind of Bowen Bartholomew Crisp 
EK Books 

•	 This is a gentle story of self-acceptance, told by a boy who thinks differently  
 to others around him. 

•	 He notices that his behaviour and his way of answering questions are not the  
 same as most people’s.

•	 But he has people in his life who accept him as he is, appreciate him and help  
 him to find his place in the world. 

 
Felicita Sala 
Lunch at 10 Pomegranate Street
Scribble UK

•	 Look inside each apartment at 10 Pomegranate Street as the people who live  
 there make wonderful dishes from their cultures. 

•	 Learn recipes for black bean soup from Señora Flores, baba ganoush from  
 Mister Ibrahim and many more. 

•	 Each of the diverse characters is brought to life in cheerful watercolour and  
 pencil illustrations. 

 
Francesca Sanna 
The Journey 
Flying Eye Books 

•	 What is it like to have to leave everything behind and travel many miles to  
 somewhere unfamiliar and strange? 

•	 A mother and her two children set out on such a journey, full of fear of the  
 unknown but also great hope. 

•	 This beautifully illustrated book explores the difficult decisions made as a  
 family leave their home to escape the tragedy brought by war. 

 
Jordan Scott illustrated by Sydney Smith
I Talk Like a River
Walker Books 

•	 This book gently shows the physical and emotional world of a child with a  
 stutter. 

•	 He and his father use the image of the ever-changing river to think about how  
 he forms words differently. 

•	 As he imagines making sounds in different situations, the illustrations change  
 to highlight what he’s feeling, expressing his experience. 
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Kenesha Sneed 
Many Shapes of Clay
Prestel 

•	 Eisha’s mother is a potter, and curious Eisha decides to create her own special  
 piece from a simple ball of clay. 

•	 As the clay dries and adapts to Eisha’s world, she considers the past, present  
 and future. 

•	 This book, with its simple illustrations, explores grief, memory, place,  
 imagination and creative practice. 
 
Constanze Spengler and Katja Gehrmann  
translated by Shelley Tanaka
Seahorses Are Sold Out
Gecko Press 

•	 An only child of a single dad, Mika is bored when dad is working.
•	 But when dad lets Mika get a pet, they doesn’t stop at one! 
•	 Introducing lots of unusual animals, using colourful illustrations, this book  

 shows the importance of spending time together and being able to play on  
 your own. 
 
Meera Sriram illustrated by Inés De Antuñano  
recipes by Laurel Paula Jackson 
Dumpling Day 
Barefoot Books 

•	 This sweet picturebook visits several homes in a neighbourhood as each family  
 prepares a traditional kind of dumpling. 

•	 Many kinds of families and cultures are shown, with everyone coming together  
 at the end at a picnic to share their food and have fun together. 

•	 Recipes for all the dumplings are included, with a map showing where each  
 recipe comes from. 
 
Prof Anuk Tola illustrated by Anja Sušanj
The Secret Lives of Mermaids
Flying Eye Books 

•	 This beautifully illustrated encyclopaedia explores the life of merpeople in the  
 waters of the world. 

•	 Learn about their evolution, customs and languages and fun facts, such as  
 their swimming techniques. 

•	 All ages will enjoy this imaginative book that promotes acceptance and  
 protection of the oceans. 
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Thrity Umrigar illustrated by Nidhi Chanani
Binny’s Diwali
Scholastic 

•	 This book is an introduction to and a celebration of Diwali –  
 the Hindu Festival of Lights. 

•	 Binny is so excited, but also nervous, to share the story of her religion’s  
 festival with her classmates.

•	 With her teacher’s help, she overcomes her fears to tell her friends all about  
 it and the celebration of goodness and hope. 

 
Deborah Underwood illustrated by Meg Hunt
Reading Beauty
Chronicle Books

•	 Princess Lex is a young Black girl who loves to read but needs to save herself  
 from her curse: to never read again. 

•	 In this fun version of Sleeping Beauty, she uses what she’s learned from books  
 to help herself and a fairy to break the curse. 

•	 This is a great read about self-empowerment and the power of education. 

 
Adrienne Yabouza illustrated by Élodie Nouhen 
The Magic Doll: A Children’s Book Inspired by African Art 
Prestel 

•	 A young girl in Africa tells of how her parents struggled to conceive her,  
 and the fertility doll her mother cared for like a real baby. 

•	 This story explores her parents’ desire to have a child and the hope the doll  
 brought them. 

•	 The bright illustrations echo the message of love and hope found in this story,  
 and notes are included about the Akua’ ba or fertility doll. 

 
Máire Zepf maisithe ag Tarsila Krüse 
Ná Gabh ar Scoil!  
Futa Fata 

•	 Is scéal greannmhar é seo faoi Chóilín ar a chéad lá ar scoil. 
•	 Feictear go mbíonn tuismitheorí neirbhíseach chomh maith, agus go  

 gcaithfidh an páiste aire a thabhairt don tuismitheoir. 
•	 Scéal éadrom le léaráidí den scoth chun a mhíniú go mbíonn na mothúcháin  

 chéanna ag daoine fásta is a bhíonn ag páistí.
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Marguerite Abouet illustrated by Mathieu Sapin  
translated by Judith Taboy and Marie Bédrune
Akissi: Tales of Mischief
Flying Eye Books 

• This graphic novel follows the adventures of Akissi, a confident girl who knows  
courage has nothing to do with her gender, age or height. 

• Akissi deals with many challenges, but she is always having fun and is never  
afraid to stand up to mean teachers or scary bullies. 

• The colourful illustrations bring alive these stories based on the author’s life  
growing up in the Ivory Coast.

 
Patience Agbabi 
The Infinite 
Canongate 

• Nigerian immigrant Elle is a ‘Leapling’ who can leap through time. 
• When she gets a mysterious SOS text from the future, Elle and the other  

Leaplings have to solve a crime across time. 
• The Leaplings are a diverse group, and neurodivergent Elle has a unique voice. 

 
Samantha Baines illustrated by Jessica Flores  
Harriet Versus the Galaxy 
Knights of 

• Harriet finds that her hearing aid is a useful tool for dealing with aliens when  
she, her gran and two new friends try to stop an invasion. 

• The black-and-white illustrations and fact sheets on each planet add to the fun  
of the story. 

• This book is about friendship, embracing and appreciating difference, beating  
bullies and discovering where all the spare socks have gone!  

Avital Balwit and Alexis Deacon  
That Thing  
Pop Up Projects

• This is a powerful story about how meeting Frazier, a giant octopus, at the  
aquarium inspires the characters. 

• It focuses on our relationship with the natural world and the lessons humans  
can learn from different creatures. 

• With loveable characters and beautiful illustrations, this story will be enjoyed  
by a wide range of readers. 
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Adam Baron illustrated by Benji Davies 
Boy Underwater 
HarperCollins Children’s Books 

• When the school organises swimming lessons, Cymbeline brags about being  
brilliant – but the truth is, he can’t swim at all. 

• Then his mum freaks out and ends up in hospital – what’s going on, and what  
does it have to do with the water? 

• This funny, tender book explores various kinds of families, and the difficulties  
they might face, with a light touch. 

Helen Bate  
The Lost Child of Chernobyl  
Otter-Barry Books 

• This graphic novel follows Anna and Klara, two old women who refuse to leave  
the danger zone following the disaster at Chernobyl. 

• Years later, a child who has been living in the forbidden zone appears at their  
door, and together they must search for the child’s parents.

• With stunning illustrations and easy-to-follow diagrams, this story is ideal for  
any child interested in history or the natural world. 

 
Sita Brahmachari illustrated by Jane Ray 
Worry Angels 
Barrington Stoke 

• When Amy refuses to go to school, she is sent to an art group where she 
meets Rima, a refugee who shares her own story. 

• The girls’ friendship and a kind counsellor who provides art therapy helps them 
find ways to express difficult feelings. 

• This sensitive story, covering both trauma and anxiety, is particularly suitable 
for reluctant or struggling readers. 

 
Catherine Bruton 
No Ballet Shoes in Syria  
Nosy Crow 

• This story follows young Aya who has fled from Aleppo to the United 
Kingdom. 

• It shows the frightening world of detention centres and rejected asylum 
claims, as well as the importance of friendship and family. 

• This moving book shows the power that community – and, in this case, 
dance – has to transcend borders. 
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Sue Cheung 
Maddy Yip’s Guide to Life
Andersen Press 

• Maddy Yip wants to find whatever hidden talents she might have, so she can 
take her place in her Chinese English family’s trophy cabinet. 

• What follows is a series of disasters, leaving a trail of destruction behind. 
• This brilliantly illustrated book, full of wit and humour, will be loved by any 

middle child who longs to find their place.  

 
Brian Conaghan
Cardboard Cowboys  
Bloomsbury Children’s Books 

• To avoid bullies at school, Lenny skips class; now it’s becoming a problem, and 
he has no one who can help him.

• Then Lenny meets Bruce, a homeless man, and they become unlikely friends. 
• This book covers bullying and homelessness in a sensitive way, and shows how 

prejudice and self-doubt can be overcome through friendship.  

 
Frank Cottrell-Boyce illustrated by Steven Lenton 
Runaway Robot 
Macmillan Children’s Books

• Set in a world run by artificial intelligence, this is the story of Alfie, a young 
boy who can’t clearly remember the accident where he lost his hand. 

• As he tries to adjust to his new bionic limb, he meets Eric, a large robot who is 
missing a leg. 

• This is an original and funny story, full of twists that wrap up in a neat and 
satisfying way in the end. 

 
Ben Davis
The Soup Movement
Oxford University Press 

• The kids in Jordan’s new town don’t know that he is recovering from cancer. 
• He has had a hard time, but his friend Rio inspires him to try to make the 

world a better place through simple, kind acts. 
• While this book addresses difficult themes, it’s also full of colourful characters, 

comedy and kindness. 
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Benjamin Dean illustrated by Sandhya Prabhat
Me, My Dad and the End of the Rainbow
Simon & Schuster 

• Archie’s parents are acting strange and he’s sure they are keeping a secret 
from him. 

• With help from his best friends, Archie tries to fix his family, taking a journey 
to London Pride and breaking some rules along the way.

• This joyful book is a celebration of family and friendship, and full of humour 
and heart.

 
Kathryn Erskine illustrated by Willian Santiago
Mockingbird
Usborne Publishing 

• Caitlin is a young autistic girl who is attempting to make sense of many things 
in her life, including her brother’s death. 

• Told from Caitlin’s perspective, the story gives the reader an insight into her 
mind.

• Although the book raises dark themes, it does so in a careful, gentle way. 

 
Nizrana Farook 
The Boy Who Met a Whale
Nosy Crow 

• Twins Razi and Shifa find a mysterious stranger washed up on the shores of 
their home. 

• Zheng is running for his life from cruel treasure hunters, and together they 
work to find a lost relic and keep each other safe. 

• This book, full of humour, action and charming characters, is a joy to read. 

 
Ele Fountain
Lost
Pushkin Children’s Books 

• When their father doesn’t come home, Lola and Amit find themselves evicted 
from their apartment and their cosy life. 

• When they become separated in the crowded city, Lola makes friends with 
Rafi, a street boy, who helps her search for Amit among the slum children. 

• In this beautifully written thriller, Lola learns that not everyone has the 
privilege of making choices. 

AN TREOIR LÉITHEOIREACHTA MAIDIR LE hÉAGSÚLACHT, CUIMSIÚ AGUS LÉIRIÚ50

AOIS 9–11



Ele Fountain 
Melt
Pushkin Children’s Books 

• In a hut on the edge of the Arctic Circle, teenage Yutu is fighting for his life, 
and Bea will not make it out without his skills. 

• The sea is also warming and the coastline is changing; seals and caribou are 
disappearing, along with traditions. 

• This story of friendship also has a clear message about climate change. 

 
Karen Foxlee 
Lenny’s Book of Everything
Pushkin Children’s Books 

• Lenny’s younger brother Davey won’t stop growing – by age seven, he is as tall 
as a man. 

• The boys experience the world through a series of encyclopaedias that arrive 
at their home, but reality hits when Davey’s condition gets worse. 

• This is a gorgeously written book about single-parent life, sibling relationships 
and childhood illness. 

 
Patricia Forde maisithe ag John White 
Ar Strae  
Futa Fata 

• Ó bhog Nizar go hÉirinn tá foghlamtha aige nach bhfuil sé éasca an saol a 
chaitheamh in óstán. 

• Nuair a thagann sé ar mhadra bocht ar strae, déanann sé a dhícheall cúram a 
thabhairt dó ach ní sin an t-aon chúram nó cúis imní atá air. 

• Scéal é seo a bhfuil deireadh sona air, ach faightear léargas ar shaol an dídeanaí 
sa soláthar díreach lena linn. 

 
Alan Gibbons illustrated by Chris Chalik
The Beautiful Game
Barrington Stoke 

• Football is considered the beautiful game, but it has a history full of tragedy 
and bitterness. 

• This book explores racism, class and violence through the eyes of a Black 
British family, while never forgetting the love for the game. 

• Written with reluctant readers in mind, the text is clear and compelling, with 
fact sheets that will please the most curious fans.
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Meg Grehan
The Deepest Breath 
Little Island Books 

• Stevie is eleven and eager to learn everything she can about the world. 
• But one question that bothers is her why does she feel so strange when she’s 

with her best friend Chloe? 
• This ground-breaking, delicate verse novel follows Stevie as she works through 

her worries about these new and unexpected feelings. 

 
Sarah Hagger-Holt
Proud of Me
Usborne Publishing 

• Josh and Becky have a family that can be complicated to explain. 
• They both also have different issues, including questions about where they are 

from and who they are. 
• This is a warm, hopeful story about how, even today, LGBTQ+ families can still 

face prejudice and misunderstandings. 

 
Sally Harris illustrated by Maria Serrano 
Double Felix
Wacky Bee Books 

• Felix likes even numbers and a trusted routine; Felix doesn’t like odd numbers 
and unexpected things. 

• Everyone finds his rules hard to live with, but when Felix’s orderly world 
unravels, can a new classmate and his teacher help him face his fears? 

• Told with empathy and humour, this story gets to the heart of living with 
mental health challenges. 

 
Victoria Jamieson and Omar Mohamed 
illustrated by Victoria Jamieson
When Stars Are Scattered
Faber & Faber 

• This book tells the story of Omar, his brother and his friends as they go to 
school in a refugee camp in Kenya. 

• The boys hope that the complex system of UN resettlement will allow them to 
escape the boredom and hunger of camp life. 

• This beautifully illustrated memoir is both realistic and optimistic, and the 
notes at the end bring some closure.
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Catherine Johnson aistrithe ag Fearghas Mac Lochlainn  
maisithe ag Katie Hickey 

An Rás Chuig an Mol Thuaidh: Scéal Matthew Henson  
Futa Fata 

• Is iomaí eachtra a bhí ag Matthew Henson ach níor insíodh a scéal go dtí le 
déanaí. 

• Cruthaíonn sé pobal dó féin, Peary ina measc, agus téann an bheirt amach ar 
an bhfarraige fhiáin. 

• Pléann an scéal leis an gciníochas, agus léirítear crógacht agus misneach an 
phríomhcharachtair ann.

 
Rosie Jones illustrated by Natalie Smillie
The Amazing Edie Eckhart
Hodder Children’s Books 

• Edie loves her best friend, Oscar – she also likes when people ask her about 
her cerebral palsy rather than pretending it doesn’t exist. 

• When Edie and Oscar are placed in different classes in secondary school, Edie 
must make new friends and try new things. 

• This is a funny, uplifting story of friendship, first crushes and standing on your 
own two feet! 

Gabrielle Kent illustrated by Rex Crowle 
Knights and Bikes   
Knights Of

• The is the first in the Knights and Bikes series, based on an award-winning 
video game. 

• Join Demelza, Nessa and their pet goose Captain Honkers for a fun, fast-
paced adventure, set on the island of Penfurzy in the 1980s. 

• This is a coming-of-age tale about friendship, teamwork and lost treasure, and 
a great adventure story with a spectacular twist.

Torben Kuhlmann aistrithe ag Máire Zepf agus Andreas Vogel 
Lindbergh: Scéal Luchóige a d’Eitil  
Futa Fata 

• Ceiliúradh ar an gcrógacht agus ar an teacht aniar atá sa leabhar aoibhinn seo, 
ina bhfuil léaráidí álainn. 

• Nuair a chuirtear an ruaig ar na luchóga ar fad ó Hamburg, socraíonn luchóg 
mhisniúil amháin eitilt go Meiriceá. 

• In ainneoin na gcontúirtí ar fad, déanann an luchóg iarracht i ndiaidh iarrachta 
agus éiríonn an spéir leis sa deireadh.  
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Elle McNicol
A Kind of Spark
Knights Of

• When she learns that women in her village were tried for witchcraft in the 
sixteenth century, Addie is horrified. 

• Addie is autistic, and she can relate to being singled out and thought of as 
different. 

• But with the help of a new girl at school, she fights bravely against injustice.

 
Ross Montgomery 
Max and the Millions 
Faber & Faber 

• Max, who is deaf, has special talents as well as needs that set him apart at 
school, so he makes friends with the grumpy caretaker. 

• When the caretaker disappears, Max joins up with the coolest kid in school to 
save a tiny world they find literally beneath their feet. 

• With great characters and a subtle social message, this clever story reminds us 
that small things matter too. 

 
Jackie Morris 
The White Fox 
Barrington Stoke

• When a white fox appears as if by magic at the Seattle docks, Sol’s dad is 
intrigued. 

• Sol feels lost in this new place and misses his grandparents, but when he spots 
the Arctic fox himself, he feels a deep connection to it. 

• The moving text and stunning illustrations make this story about connection 
and belonging a powerful read. 

 
Ann Murtagh
The Kidds of Summerhill  
The O’Brien Press 

• In Dublin, the Kidd family is reeling after their mother has died and they are 
left orphans. 

• Nancy must make sure they can survive and avoid ‘The Cruelty Men’, who 
split up families like hers and send them to industrial schools. 

• Set in the final months of World War II at the time of Ireland’s first 
presidential election, this is a wonderful read for fans of history. 
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Áine Ní Ghlinn 
Hata Zú Mhamó  
Cois Life  

• Insíonn Mamó do Shiobhán go bhfuil sí le briseadh amach as an teach altranais 
le dul go dtí an zú lena cairde! 

• Tarlaíonn neart eachtraí greannmhara agus is álainn an cur síos a thugtar ar an 
gcaidreamh idir Siobhán agus Mamó.

• Scéal álainn taitneamhach atá oiriúnach do léitheoirí óga. 

Ailbhe Nic Giolla Bhrighde
Go Ceann Scríbe  
Futa Fata 

• Tá Maidhcí agus a dhlúthchara, Joe, ag tógáil róbat iontach do chomórtas 
Lego. 

• Ach tá tuismitheoirí Mhaidhcí ar tí colscaradh agus tagann deacrachtaí chun 
cinn idir na buachaillí.

• Scéal é seo faoi chairde agus faoin teaghlach ina dtarlaíonn colscaradh.  

Colmán Ó Raghallaigh grianghraif le Janine Wiedel
Strainséirí  
Cló Mhaigh Eo 

• Leabhar cumhachtach faoin gciníochas in Éirinn an lae inniu. 
• Cuirtear béim ar chumhacht teanga agus tionchar an chiníochais sa scéal seo 

faoin gcairdeas láidir a fhásann idir beirt chailíní óga.   
• Cuirfidh sé páistí ag smaoineamh ar chúrsaí éagsúlachta agus 

ionchuimsitheachta. 

Luke Pearson
Hilda and the Black Hound 
Flying Eye Books

• In this graphic novel brave Hilda discovers a magical world based on 
Scandinavian folklore and is guided by the friendly house spirit Tontu. 

• It tells a familiar story in an unusual style and covers a number of themes, such 
as homelessness. 

• It will be loved by fans of comic books and fantasies such as Harry Potter. 
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Paola Peretti translated by Denise Muir 
The Distance Between Me and the Cherry Tree 
Hot Key Books 

• Mafalda is nine years old and slowly losing her sight. 
• Terrified of what life will be like when she is ‘in the dark’, she plans to run away 

and live in the cherry tree near school. 
• This book, based on the author’s life, is a beautifully written tale of a child’s 

brave struggle to come to terms with a massive life-change.

 
Onjali Q. Raúf 
The Boy at the Back of the Class 
Orion Children’s Books 

• When Ahmet joins their class, Alexa and her friends want to understand why 
his life seems different from theirs. 

• When they learn he is a refugee and his parents were not allowed to come to 
the UK with him, they decide to help him find his parents. 

• This is an uplifting story of friendship and helping others that celebrates 
diversity and empathy. 

 
Gabriel Rosenstock maisithe ag Brian Fitzgerald 
An Eala Órga agus Scéalta Eile ón India   
An Gúm 

• Is cnuasach álainn scéalta ón India é An Eala Órga, a spreagfaidh machnamh in 
intinn an léitheora óig.

• Is féidir an cnuasach seo a úsáid chun na cosúlachtaí idir béaloideas na 
hÉireann agus béaloideas ón India a iniúchadh. 

• Cuireann na léaráidí áille le Brian Fitzgerald go mór le hinsint bheomhar na 
scéalta. 

 
Gabriel Rosenstock maisithe ag Brian Fitzgerald 
Óró na Circíní agus Scéalta Eile ón Afraic   
An Gúm 

• Is cnuasach breá scéalta ó thíortha éagsúla san Afraic é seo, a bhfuil tuiscint ar 
an daonnacht ag a chroílár. 

• Is féidir an leabhar a úsáid chun cosúlachtaí agus difríochtaí idir béaloideas na 
hÉireann agus béaloideas roinnt tíortha éagsúla san Afraic a phlé. 

• Tá rithim dheas in insint na scéalta agus rachaidh siad i bhfeidhm ar do chluas.
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Katherine Rundell 
The Good Thieves  
Bloomsbury Children’s Books 

• This is an exciting adventure story about a young English girl who plans to steal 
back her grandfather’s home and belongings from a conman. 

• Vita is a confident and strong character, who, although suffering from the 
painful results of polio, doesn’t let anything stand in her way. 

• The New York city scenes and excellent plot make this a treat to read. 

Danny Rurlander
Spylark
Chicken House

• When a terrorist plot is discovered, the only person who can stop it is Tom, a 
young orphan with a permanent leg injury.

• He is joined by Maggie and Joel, a brother and sister on holidays in the Lake 
District.

• This is an old-fashioned adventure, but with drone technology and modern-
day terrorism to appeal to today’s audience.  

 
Robin Stevens
Murder Most Unladylike: A Spoonful of Murder 
Puffin 

• Schoolgirl detectives Hazel and Daisy set sail for Hong Kong, where, this time, 
they find murder very close to home.

• English Daisy is the outsider for once and Hazel has to come to terms with the 
Chinese and Western aspects of her identity. 

• This is the seventh book in the series, and it is entertaining but also thoughtful, 
feminist and original. 

 
Ali Stroker and Stacy Davidowitz  
The Chance to Fly 
Abrams 

• Nat is a theatre-obsessed young teen who wants to become a musical star in a 
local production of Wicked. 

• As a wheelchair user, Nat isn’t sure about following her dream of performing, 
but when she gets to audition, she decides to give it all she’s got. 

• Full of humour and touching moments, this is a story that any young theatre-
lover will be sure to enjoy. 
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Sam Thompson  
Wolfstongue  
Little Island Books 

• Silas, a young boy, befriends a family of wolves who have been enslaved by 
cruel foxes.

• He is faced with the challenge of freeing the foxes and struggling with his own 
speech problems. 

• Wolfstongue is a beautiful blend of fantasy and realism and a celebration of 
diversity and acceptance. 

 
Alan Titley maisithe ag John White
Lúba  
An Gúm  

• Tugann a tuistí neamhaird ar Lucy, cuireann a deartháir isteach uirthi agus tá 
an cara is fearr aici ag caitheamh níos mó agus níos mó ama le duine nua. 

• B’fhéidir go mbeadh saol mar ainmhí éigin níos fearr? 
• Trí shraith eispéiris neamhghnácha i gcruthanna ainmhithe éagsúla, 

foghlaimíonn Lucy nach bhfuil teaghlach ar bith foirfe. 

 
Alan Titley maisithe ag Peter Donnelly 
Smuf   
An Gúm 

• Cuirtear an ruaig ar Smuf, madra soineanta, ag tús an scéil agus bíonn 
deacrachtaí eile roimpi ina dhiaidh sin. 

• Is túsphointe an-mhaith é chun cúram peataí agus an fháilte a chuirimid roimh 
dhaoine nua a phlé.

• Ní go dtí an deireadh a thuigimid cén fáth ar cuireadh an ruaig uirthi agus na 
tacaíochtaí atá ag teastáil nuair atá cúram clainne ar an duine aonair.  

 
Ann Turnbull
Girls with a Voice 
Usborne Publishing

• In eighteenth-century London, Mary Ann, a budding opera singer, has to leave 
her boarding school when her father loses his fortune. 

• She comes up with a plan to stay, not knowing the danger it will put her in.
• This entertaining historical novel looks at themes of gender and social 

inequality.
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Seán Ua Cearnaigh
Iománaí ón Iasacht   
Cló Iar-Chonnacht 

• Scéal faoi Pholannach óg, Karol, a bhogann go hÉireann agus na heachtraí a 
tharlaíonn dó. 

• Tugtar léargas ar mheon agus ar mhothúcháin Karol i leith na hÉireann agus na 
dúshláin a bhíonn le sárú i dtír iasachta. 

• Tá spéis aige sa Ghaeilge agus tá bua na hiománaíochta aige, agus ní fada go 
n-éiríonn leis dul i dtaithí ar an saol nua.  

Foreword by Irina Bokova
Voices of the Future: Stories from Around the World 
Bloomsbury Education 

• This is a collection of stories written by young people from across the globe, 
inspired by the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

• The stories include time-travellers saving endangered animals and girls finding 
their voices by speaking out about gender equality.

• This book celebrates the power of imagination to overcome problems that 
threaten the future of our planet. 

Sheena Wilkinson
Hope against Hope  
Little Island Books 

• Set in 1921 in Belfast, this book explores the complicated lives of young 
women from different social and religious backgrounds. 

• They are staying at Helen’s Hope hostel, a ‘progressive, feminist space’ that 
people are suspicious of. 

• Although the women are growing up against a background of political unrest, 
there is a sense of optimism. 

Lara Williamson  
The Girl with Space in her Heart  
Usborne Publishing 

• Mable Mynt, who loves space and the stars, lives with her mother and sister; 
her father is gone and Mabel misses him. 

• She carries her big worries around in an imaginary suitcase, and when it 
gets full, she feels weighed down by it. 

• This is a warm, funny book about families and the different people that make 
them up. 

THE DIVERSIT Y, INCLUSION AND REPRESENTATION RE ADING GUIDE 59

AGE 9–11



M. Evan Wolkenstein 
Turtle Boy 
Usborne Publishing 

• Will is preparing for his bar mitzvah, but he is also dealing with grief, low self-
esteem and loneliness.

• A medical condition has affected how his face looks, which leads to being 
bullied and going into his own world. 

• This is a book full of big themes that keeps hope as a central message for the 
reader. 

 
Anna Woltz translated by Laura Watkinson
Talking to Alaska 
Rock the Boat 

• This is an exciting story of unlikely friends brought together by a Labrador. 
• Sven wants to be known for something other than epilepsy, Parker wants her 

dog back, and Alaska wants to take the lead. 
• This book explores feelings of loyalty, anger and anxiety, cleverly working 

them into the exciting plot. 

 
Máire Zepf maisithe ag Shona Shirley Macdonald 
An Féileacán agus an Rí  
Futa Fata 

• Is athinsint é An Féileacán agus an Rí ar sheanscéal Éadaoin agus Mír. 
• Sna seanleaganacha den scéal seo, ní bhíonn stiúir ar bith ag Éadaoin ar a saol 

féin. 
• Sa leagan sármhaisithe seo, is í Éadaoin atá láidir cliste agus cé go gcuirtear faoi 

mhallacht í, sa deireadh déanann sí a cinneadh féin maidir leis an té a bhfuil grá 
aici dó. 

 
Benjamin Zephaniah 
Windrush Child 
Scholastic 

• In the 1950s, Leonard and his mother move from a carefree life in Jamaica to 
a damp room in Manchester. 

• Racial tensions and family conflict complicate his life, but Irish neighbours and 
an Irish girlfriend make it a little better. 

• This beautiful and important story ends with an elderly Leonard dealing with 
the recent Windrush Scandal. 

V
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Eve Ainsworth 
Know My Place
Barrington Stoke 

• What went wrong in Amy’s foster-care placements, and will she find the happy 
family she longs for in this one? 

• Amy copes with grief, bullying, and rejection, and she remembers happy times 
with her nan where she felt truly loved. 

• This ultimately uplifting story of life in the foster-care system moves from 
present to past with lots of suspense. 

 
Sarah Allen
What Stars Are Made Of
Puffin 

• Twelve-year-old Libby Monroe was born with Turner Syndrome, which causes 
her many difficulties. 

• When her big sister gets pregnant, Libby enters a contest, thinking the prize 
money will rescue them from their money troubles. 

• Libby’s honest voice on her condition, while rising above it thanks to friends 
and family, makes for a heartwarming read. 

 
Malorie Blackman 
Crossfire 
Penguin 

• Crossfire is set in a society that is organised to keep dark-skinned people in 
control of lighter-skinned people. 

• In this fifth book in the series, that society is trying to cope with the ending of 
slavery and their systems of segregation. 

• Written following the UK Brexit referendum and the US 2016 presidential 
election, the story focuses on politics and its power to divide.

 
Sita Brahmachari illustrated by Louise Wright 
Car Wash Wish 
Barrington Stoke

• Hudson finds feelings confusing, and he isn’t good at talking to people or 
understanding their expressions. 

• But when Hudson’s granddad dies and his mum tells him about the new baby 
inside her, Hudson finds that his family’s thoughts are complicated. 

• A sweet story about a boy on the autism spectrum trying to understand his 
family’s grief and his thoughts about the new baby. 
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Pauline Burgess 
Who Do You Think You Are?   
Poolbeg Press

• Magda is having a tough time since moving to Belfast from Poland, and the 
nasty attitudes of her classmates have made her lonely. 

• When a new girl wants to be her friend, Magda wonders if she can trust her, 
and if she can fit in while keeping her Polish heritage. 

• This well-written and interesting read covers topics such as racism, bullying 
and grief in a realistic way. 

 
James Butler 
Dangerous Games  
Little Island Books 

• Kevin’s uncle Davy has returned from prison in the UK – but he seems to be 
leading Kevin’s older brother, Adam, into trouble. 

• When Adam steals a car, Kevin uncovers a serious crime that he has to stop. 
• This novel explores class concerns, without stereotyping, and the issues facing 

boys in difficult circumstances.

 
Edited by Patrice Caldwell 
A Phoenix First Must Burn: Stories of Black Girl Magic, 
Resistance and Hope 
Hot Key Books 

• A stunning collection of short stories that show different Black characters 
overcoming difficulties. 

• All of the stories have enjoyable magical elements. 
• This would be a great book for a teenager who may not want a long novel and 

would enjoy the short-story format. 
 
 

Candice Carty-Williams
Empress and Aniya
Knights Of 

• Despite their differences, Aniya, who’s used to getting her way, and Empress, 
the new girl in school, become friends. 

• After a spell performed at a sleepover goes wrong, the girls come to 
understand just how opposite their lives are. 

• Using magical realism and diverse characters, this novel addresses economic 
disadvantage, bullying and identity. 

AN TREOIR LÉITHEOIREACHTA MAIDIR LE hÉAGSÚLACHT, CUIMSIÚ AGUS LÉIRIÚ

AOIS 12–14

62



Eoin Colfer and Andrew Donkin illustrated by Giovanni Rigano 
Illegal   
Hodder Children’s Books

• This graphic novel traces two dangerous journeys for twelve-year-old Ebo and 
his brother – one across the Sahara Desert; one crossing the Mediterranean 
Sea. 

• This makes for a gripping story and a broad look at migration across North 
Africa and the challenges of going or staying. 

• The blend of text and image is effective, and the tone is just right, in this very 
human tale. 

 
Siobhan Curnham
Don’t Stop Thinking About Tomorrow
Walker Books 

• When Hafiz, a teenage Syrian refugee, and Stevie skip school together they 
bond over their life traumas and struggles. 

• Split between the voices of Stevie and Hafiz, the plot explores searching for 
and making your own way in a troubled world.

• The story covers mental health, the refugee experience and teenage 
insecurities, and celebrates goodness and curiosity. 

 
Keren David
What We’re Scared Of
Scholastic 

• After Lottie and Evie’s mum gets a job in the public eye, they find themselves 
in danger. 

• A captivating story in which the reader, and the characters, learn about 
Jewishness and anti-Semitism. 

• The author highlights the racism modern Jewish people face in their everyday 
lives and deals with online abuse and threats. 

 
Oein DeBhairduin illustrated by Leanne McDonagh 
Why the Moon Travels  
Skein Press

• These twenty folk stories written and illustrated by members of the Traveller 
community are rooted in a close relationship with the natural world.

• Many are origin stories – of dandelions, stars, spiders and more – and all are 
love stories, in some way. 

• With a personal introduction to each tale, black-and-white illustrations and a 
glossary, this is a special book. 

THE DIVERSIT Y, INCLUSION AND REPRESENTATION RE ADING GUIDE 63

AGE 12–14



Siobhan Dowd illustrated by Emma Shoard 
The Pavee and the Buffer Girl  
Barrington Stoke 

• Traveller boy Jim Curran struggles with schooling and life in general in the 
fictional Irish town of Dundray. 

• Everything is made better by settled girl Kit, and their innocent romance gives 
this powerful book a magical quality.

• This graphic novel is a sensitive portrayal of Traveller life, beautifully written 
and illustrated. 

 
Malcom Duffy 
Sofa Surfer
Zephyr 

• Tyler is bored and friendless in a new town until he meets Spider, a homeless 
girl who wants him to teach her how to swim. 

• This charming, fast-paced novel deals with homelessness in a considerate and 
realistic way. 

• The author uses the parents’ voices, and their poor judgement of Spider, to 
challenge attitudes to homelessness in our society. 

 
Stewart Foster 
All the Things That Could Go Wrong
Simon & Schuster 

• Alex has OCD and a list of worries; he’s also the target of the school bully, 
who has troubles of his own – his big brother has been sent away. 

• As Alex’s school life falls apart, he doesn’t know how to cope. 
• Told from both sides of the story, this book shows how you never know what 

someone else is going through until you consider their perspective. 

 
Jamila Gavin
The Wheel of Surya
Egmont Publishing 

• During the 1947 partition of India and Pakistan, Marvinder and her brother 
Jaspal are separated from their mother.

• They are left with no choice but to set out from the Punjab to find their father 
in London. 

• The first of a trilogy, this book captures the atmosphere of the era in a 
thoughtful way. 
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Armin Greder
Diamonds
Allen & Unwin

• This book looks at the issue of diamond mining through Carolina, who 
questions where her mother’s jewellery comes from. 

• Through entering a nightmarish dream-world Carolina, and the reader, gains a 
sense of the horrors of this industry. 

• The book’s powerful message is that we must question socio-economic and 
racial injustice, no matter how uncomfortable it might be.

 
Rob Harrell
Wink
Hot Key Books 

• Ross has a rare form of cancer in his eye, kids at school are treating him 
differently, and he’s trying to impress his crush. 

• The subject matter of this book is tough; but it’s written in a direct and 
humorous way that allows the reader to understand Ross’s emotions.

• The regular appearances of Ross’s comic-book alter ego, Batpig, add moments 
of playfulness to the story. 

 
Anna Heussaff
Hóng  
Cló Iar-Chonnacht 

• Caitheann Evan agus a chairde gach nóiméad saor ag imirt an chluiche 
ríomhaire ‘Hóng’ atá suite i gcathair spleodrach. 

• Ach nuair a fhaigheann sé teachtaireacht as Gaeilge ó imreoir eile sa tSín, 
bíonn ar Evan cuidiú a thabhairt d’inimirceach óg atá i gcontúirt ina cheantar 
féin. 

• Scéal eachtrach a tharraingíonn aird ar chúrsaí timpeallachta agus 
leochaileacht an inimircigh. 

 
Linni Ingemundsen 
The Unpredictability of Being Human 
Usborne Publishing 

• Malin is living with undiagnosed autism; her dad is always yelling; her mom is 
withdrawn; and she struggles to fit in at school. 

• But Malin cannot change being Malin, so everyone will just have to accept her 
as she is. 

• This funny and compassionate story celebrates how unpredictable and strange 
being human is. 
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Sharna Jackson
High Rise Mystery
Knights Of 

• High Rise Mystery is the first in a detective series featuring sisters Nik and 
Norva. 

• In this book, they try to solve the mystery of who killed art teacher and 
antiques dealer Hugo Knightley-Webb on the Tri estate in London. 

• The author describes life on the estate brilliantly, and the characters and 
snappy dialogue make the book an instant hit. 

 
Adiba Jaigirdar 
Hani and Ishu’s Guide to Fake Dating  
Hodder Children’s Books

• Hani and Ishu are nothing alike – Hani loves socialising; Ishu never stops 
studying. 

• When Hani comes out to her friends, they question her bisexuality; Ishu wants 
to be Head Girl, but she isn’t well-liked. 

• A fake relationship solves both problems – but what happens when you start 
to fancy your fake girlfriend? Can they make a real relationship work?

 
Emiko Jean
Tokyo Ever After
Macmillan Children’s Books

• Izumi is a teen from a single-parent family who longs to know more about her 
heritage. 

• When she learns that her father is a Japanese crown prince, she sets off on a 
hilarious adventure of self-discovery. 

• Upbeat and funny, with celebrity-gossip articles throughout, this is the perfect 
book for readers who like fast-paced, intelligent romantic stories.

 
Pete Kalu
The Silent Striker
HopeRoad Publishing 

• Marcus Adenugo is unbeatable on the football pitch, even though he’s losing 
his hearing. 

• But when he gets benched during an important match, he sinks into 
depression and decides the world would be better off without him. 

• An unlikely hero saves him, as well as a new romance. Will his mates help to 
get him back on the pitch? Will Marcus deliver the victory? 
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Patrice Lawrence
Rat
Oxford University Press 

• Al is hungry, angry and misunderstood, trapped by the decisions the adults 
around him are making. 

• Back from foster care and reunited with his mum, who is just out of prison, he 
hopes this time things will be different. 

• This story shows the distress felt by young people in uncertain situations, and 
highlights the power of community and understanding. 

  
Kelly McCaughrain
Flying Tips for Flightless Birds  
Walker Books

• This is a funny and moving tale about a struggling circus school run by Birdie 
and Finch Franconi’s family. 

• Acceptance, friendship and family are all explored with humour and a whole 
lot of heart beneath the Franconis’ Big Top. 

• With a focus on family and friendship (and a dash of romance), this is a story 
about being yourself and learning to let people into your life.

 
Karen McCombie illustrated by Katie Kear
The Lost Diary of Sami Star
Barrington Stoke

• Hanna feels invisible – her parents and older sister are always fighting and 
cracks are appearing in her friendships. 

• Finding the lost diary of the mysterious Sami Starr, who is on the autism 
spectrum, opens a new world of adventure for Hanna and her sister.

• Themes of friendship, family and difference, with attractive illustrations, make 
this a gripping read. 

 
Tariq Mehmood
You’re Not Proper
HopeRoad Publishing 

• At home, Karen has a beer-drinking, bacon-loving Pakistani Muslim dad and a 
Christian mother who doesn’t believe in God. 

• At school, she is called an ‘oreo’ by Muslim students and cast out from her 
gang of friends, who subject her to racism and Islamophobia. 

• She decides to embrace Islam in an attempt to find her true identity – but can 
she fit in with either side of her heritage?  
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Sarah Moore Fitzgerald
All the Money in the World  
Orion Children’s Books

• Penny comes from a difficult background – the flat she lives in is crumbling 
and her classmates bully her – but she wants more for herself. 

• A change in fortune brings Penny on a journey full of decisions, both good and 
bad, but the lessons of friendship and community win out.

• This book looks at our relationship with money and wealth and how much we 
tie status to happiness. 

 
Susin Nielsen
No Fixed Address
Andersen Press 

• Felix has a gerbil, loves trivia and has friends, including a possible love  
interest – but he also has a secret: he and his mother live in a van. 

• This heartbreaking and funny novel explores the trials of being one of the 
‘hidden homeless’.

• Showing the loving relationship between a difficult mum and her 
accommodating son, this book reminds us about those living on the margins. 

 
Áine Ní Ghlinn 
Daideo   
Cois Life 

• Buaileann Liam le Cathal ar an traein agus cuireann siad aithne ar a chéile ar 
an mbealach go Baile Átha Cliath. 

• Is scéal é faoi chaidrimh idir daoine – drochchaidrimh san áireamh, agus an 
damáiste is féidir leo a dhéanamh.

• Leabhar dúshlánach ach tábhachtach é seo do dhaoine fásta óga faoi ghnéithe 
dorcha an tsaoil. An bhfillfidh Liam abhaile sa deireadh?  

 
Non Pratt
Every Little Piece of My Heart
Walker Books 

• When Sophie receives a parcel from her best friend, Freya, she expects to 
learn why Freya suddenly left town. 

• Instead she finds a letter to Win, a girl she didn’t think Freya knew; when more 
letters arrive, Sophie and Win learn more about why Freya left. 

• With diverse characters and excellent representation of chronic illness, this 
book shows a perspective often missing from books for young people. 
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Bali Rai 
The Harder They Fall
Barrington Stoke 

• Geeky, likeable Cal meets Jacob, a troubled new student at Cal’s school, when 
he attends the local food bank where Cal volunteers. 

• They are both the target of school bullies, but perhaps their unlikely friendship 
can help them through. 

• This funny and thought-provoking book looks at the all-too-common problems 
of poverty and bullying. 

 
Jason Reynolds
Look Both Ways
Knights Of 

• When the school bell rings the walkers are set free – for ten blocks there are 
no parents or teachers telling them what to do. 

• In ten blocks and ten tales, featuring a diverse range of characters, we find out 
what really happens on the walk home from school. 

• This surprising, touching book is published by Knights Of, an inclusive 
publishing house dedicated to creating quality content for all children.

 
Jason Reynolds
Patina
Knights Of 

• Patina has been cared for by loving godparents since her father’s sudden death 
and her mother’s illness.

• However, she still carries too much of the mental load for her younger sister, 
Maddy. 

• But learning teamwork through her out-of-school track relay team releases 
and saves her.

 
Jewell Parker Rhodes 
Ghost Boys 
Orion Children’s Books 

• Jerome is a twelve-year-old ghost, killed by a white cop while playing with a 
toy gun in his Chicago neighbourhood. 

• His spirit is trapped, watching his community mourning and trying to 
understand, until a young ghost named Emmet Till reaches out. 

• This is a tough and disturbing read that is also generous and hopeful. 

THE DIVERSIT Y, INCLUSION AND REPRESENTATION RE ADING GUIDE 69

AGE 12–14



Andy Robb 
Smashed 
UCLan Publishing 

• Jamie struggles to embrace manhood after his much-loved alcoholic father 
has hit his mother. 

• This book looks at what it means to be a man in a world where our ideas of 
masculinity are being challenged. 

• One of the core messages is that life is messy, and sometimes good people do 
bad things, yet we love them. 

 
Libby Scott and Rebecca Westcott  
Do You Know Me? 
Scholastic 

• Tally has autism spectrum disorder, which can make navigating a neurotypical 
world feel a bit scary. 

• But when faced with going to a week-long adventure camp, she must leap out 
of her comfort zone. 

• This book is an empowering tale about finding your tribe and accepting people 
for who they are.

 
Kim Slater 
A Seven-Letter Word 
Macmillan Children’s Books

• Scrabble is woven into this novel about a teenager’s search for the mother who 
left him. 

• Finlay’s stutter leaves him unable to speak and open to bullying, but he uses 
his skill at Scrabble as a way to express himself. 

• This tale about coping with difficulties becomes a mystery as Finlay 
investigates his mother’s disappearance. 

 
Darren Simpson 
Scavengers  
Usborne Publishing 

• Landfill is a young scavenger living in an industrial wasteland; his protector has 
rules for keeping safe, but Landfill isn’t sure about following them any more. 

• With playful use of language and plenty of twists and turns, Scavengers is a 
compelling story. 

• Both shocking and moving, it looks at our need for hope and connection, in 
particular with family. 
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Rebecca Stead 
The List of Things That Will Not Change
Andersen Press

• Bea has had a lot to deal with since her parents broke up and her dad came out 
as gay. 

• Her loving family, friends and a therapist have helped her through, but will she 
be able to forgive herself for past mistakes? 

• This moving novel takes an honest look at the challenges and joys of family life 
and shines with love, hope and strength. 

 
Nic Stone illustrated by Camilla Rue
Clean Getaway
Knights Of 

• This book uses a traditional road-trip narrative to explore complicated ideas 
about race and colourism in America. 

• As William and his G’ma set off on their adventure, we see how deep the roots 
of prejudice go and the effects it can have. 

• Despite the heavy themes, the tone is light, and the mystery is guaranteed to 
keep you reading. 

 
Alan Titley deartha ag Caomhán Scolaí 
Gluaiseacht   
An Gúm 

• Scéal faoi sheasamh na dtréan é seo, cé nach bhfuil sa phríomhphearsa ach 
gasúr. 

• Práinn, scéin, aineolas agus leochaileacht atá chun tosaigh ag tús an úrscéil ach 
an dtránn na mothúcháin sin le linn an turais? 

• Léitheoireacht riachtanach do gach duine óg sa domhan ilchultúrtha seo.  

 
Maggie Tokuda-Hall
The Mermaid, the Witch and the Sea
Walker Books 

• On the ship Leviathan, Flora – disguised as the boy Florian – guards the 
wealthy Evelyn, on her way to an arranged marriage. 

• But the ship is manned by pirates and the seas they are entering are full of 
strange creatures. 

• This romantic fantasy explores gender and sexual orientation and shows the 
impact of race, empire and colonialism on the characters. 
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Various authors illustrated by various illustrators
Happy Here:  
10 Stories from Black British Authors and Illustrators
Knights Of

• This is a collection of short stories from a talented group of Black British 
creatives. 

• There is something to capture the interest of any reader – from poems about 
rock-star best friends to stories about shape-shifters who want to be normal. 

• This book proves how important diversity is in literature, and the incredible 
illustrations will take your breath away. 

Amnesty International with various contributors
Here I Stand: Stories That Speak for Freedom
Walker Books 

• In this collection, international authors, poets and illustrators explore the idea 
of human rights.

• The contributors include Chibundu Onuzo, Bali Rai, A.L. Kennedy and Sarah 
Crossan.  

• At the heart of this book is the hope that love, justice, humanity and freedom 
will ultimately win out. 

Chris Vik 
Girl. Boy. Sea.
Zephyr 

• This novel begins as a classic survival tale, featuring immigration and asylum 
seeking.

• But it becomes a story of how friendship can overcome the barriers of 
language and culture. 

• The bond between the heroes shows the reader that, once our differences are 
stripped away, we’re all the same underneath. 

Cao Wenxuan translated by Helen Wang
Dragonfly Eyes
Walker Books

• This is a family saga about Ah Mei, a little girl growing up in Shanghai in the 
1950s and 60s, and her French Nainai (grandmother). 

• The author writes beautifully about their culture, reminding us that, despite 
any differences, we have much in common. 

• This book describes the joys of everyday life and the terrible losses the family 
experiences through wars, poverty and China’s Cultural Revolution. 

AN TREOIR LÉITHEOIREACHTA MAIDIR LE hÉAGSÚLACHT, CUIMSIÚ AGUS LÉIRIÚ72

AOIS 12–14



Alex Wheatle
The Humiliations of Welton Blake
Barrington Stoke 

• Nerdy Star Wars fan Welton hits the jackpot when cool girl Carmella agrees 
to go out with him. 

• Disasters follow in the form of broken mobile phones and money-demanding 
school bullies – his separated parents are not doing so well either. 

• This short read explores the complications of school and family life, tying it 
together with optimism and a smart sense of humour. 

 
Victoria Williamson
The Boy with the Butterfly Mind
Floris Books 

• Jamie and Elin’s families have blended together, and while Jamie, who has 
ADHD, doesn’t like change, he’s trying to make everyone happy. 

• Elin refuses to be happy with the situation and works hard to try and undo 
everything. 

• Soon Jamie and Elin learn that there’s no such thing as normal, that perfect 
really is just being yourself and that family is family. 

 
Jacqueline Wilson illustrated by Nick Sharratt
Love Frankie
Penguin Random House

• Frankie is dealing with a lot: her parents are divorced, and her mum is coping 
with MS. 

• The boy next door wants to be more than friends, but Frankie thinks she 
might want to kiss Sally, one of the girls that bullies her. 

• This is a story about the strength of family and the excitement of first love and 
all the uncertainties that come with it.  

 
Kelly Yang 
Front Desk 
Knights Of 

• Since Mia and her parents immigrated to America, they have lived in a motel, 
where Mia works at the front desk after school. 

• Barely able to survive on their small wage, the family helps other immigrants 
who need a place to stay, keeping it a secret from the motel owner. 

• Mia is brave and determined to build a better life for her family and friends in 
this inspirational story. 
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Becky Albertalli and Adam Silvera
What If It’s Us?
Simon & Schuster

• Arthur and Ben search New York City for each other after a chance meeting. 
• With themes of prejudice, inequality and privilege, this story also deals with 

teenage romance, family worries and complicated friendships. 
• The authors show the rollercoaster of young LGBTQ+ love with all its joy, 

concerns and heartache. 

 
Asphyxia
Future Girl
Allen & Unwin 

• Piper is Deaf and lives in a future Australia where oil prices are high and 
people are struggling with limited food supplies. 

• When Marley introduces her to the world of sign language, she begins to 
question what she has been taught about the world and her place in it. 

• This book is in the style of an art journal, and the illustrations will appeal to 
creative readers as well as fans of futuristic fiction. 

 
Dean Atta illustrated by Anshika Khullar
The Black Flamingo
Hodder Children’s Books

• Michael has always felt like he is not enough: not black enough, not Cypriot 
enough, not masculine enough, not gay enough. 

• In his first year in university, these feelings of not belonging anywhere become 
stronger – that is, until he meets Mzz Behaviour. 

• In Drag Society, Michael is finally free to explore who he really is and who he 
is becoming. 

 
Laura Bates 
The Burning
Simon & Schuster 

• A new beginning in a new country, yet a stupid mistake from Anna’s past 
threatens to destroy her new life. 

• This gritty novel gives a stark account of the lies that can be spread on social 
media. 

• With strong links to Scottish witchcraft trials, the story shows how the 
treatment of women has changed little since they were burned as witches.
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Kalynn Bayron
Cinderella Is Dead
Bloomsbury YA 

• Sophia knows she must attend the King’s Ball and find a husband – not doing 
so could prove deadly; but she longs for the power to choose. 

• She escapes and teams up with the fearless Constance in a search for the 
truth behind Cinderella’s twisted tale. 

• This feminist retelling is a dark but hopeful and inclusive new spin on a classic, 
exploring resistance, oppression and queerness. 

 
Angeline Boulley
The Firekeeper’s Daughter
Rock the Boat 

• Daunis is seen as too Indian for her French–Italian grandparents and too white 
for her father’s Native American tribe. 

• When tragedy strikes close to home, she comes face to face with the drug 
problems affecting both the Native American and local hockey communities. 

• The author’s use of Native American phrases and traditions throughout gives 
an insight into her culture. 

 
Holly Bourne 
Are We All Lemmings & Snowflakes? 
Usborne Publishing 

• Olive is struggling with her mental health, finding relationships with other 
people difficult and worried about her exam results. 

• Looking for help, she attends Camp Reset, which offers therapy and 
counselling for teenagers. 

• In a touching and humorous way, this book explores how to find a way to cope 
in the world when you can’t even cope with yourself. 

 
Tanya Byrne
Afterlove
Hodder Children’s Books 

• When Ash meets Poppy on a school trip, Ash thinks she could be the one to 
end her bad luck in love. 

• Except luck doesn’t get worse than dying at sixteen and waking up with a job 
to do. 

• Ash is swept up in the tide of things she can’t control  – but with love and 
family, there is always reason for hope.  
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Kacen Callender
Felix Ever After
Faber & Faber

• Felix Love feels like he never really fits in, being Black, queer and transgender, 
and going to a prestigious school while coming from a working-class family. 

• He receives transphobic messages, his father struggles to accept him, his 
mother flees, and he has to deal with the complexities of gender labels. 

• This raw, open book questions definitions of gender while challenging the 
reader to never assume about people’s private lives. 

 
Sue Cheung
Chinglish
Andersen Press 

• Jo is a girl of Chinese descent struggling with family problems, poverty and 
racism in 1980s England. 

• The novel is written as a diary, with illustrations showing the main events in Jo’s 
life. 

• Full of dark humour and hope, this book explores how to survive in a world 
where you are misunderstood.

 
Wai Chim
The Surprising Power of a Good Dumpling
Allen & Unwin 

• Anna’s mother is in bed, struggling with mental illness, so Anna cares for her 
two younger siblings. 

• At her father’s restaurant, she meets Rory and discovers a passion for  
cooking – but what will happen when her mother steps outside again? 

• This is a heartwarming tale of strength, loyalty and the power of food to 
overcome cultural differences. 

Cat Clarke 
Letting Go
Barrington Stoke 

• Somehow Agnes has ended up on top of a mountain with her ex and her ex’s 
new boyfriend, Steve. 

• She is way out of her comfort zone, but when the weather turns and tensions 
rise, she finds her inner strength again. 

• This uplifting, quick read about loss, acceptance and finding yourself is 
particularly suitable for reluctant or dyslexic readers.  
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Dhonielle Clayton, Tiffany D. Jackson, Nic Stone, Angie 
Thomas, Ashley Woodfolk and Nicola Yoon 
Blackout 
Electric Monkey 

• Set during a blackout on a hot summer night in New York City, this book by 
six popular authors contains stories of hope, romance and Black joy. 

• We follow various teens as they discover themselves and the wonders of love 
on their way to the same block party. 

• This is a dreamy read about coming of age on a night and in a world full of 
possibilities. 

Brian Conaghan  
The Weight of a Thousand Feathers   
Bloomsbury YA 

• Bobby cares for his mother, who has motor neurone disease, and his brother 
while trying to keep up with schoolwork and figure out who he really is. 

• Bobby grieves for the family he had, while hanging on to the bond they share 
through music and humour. 

• This beautiful novel deals sensitively with the topics of illness, love, sexuality, 
dignified death and friendship. 

 
Mel Darbon 
Rosie Loves Jack 
Usborne Publishing 

• When Jack and Rosie split up, Rosie will do anything to be with him again – 
Jack makes her Rosie, and Rosie takes away Jack’s anger. 

• She braves the world on her own to see Jack again, and to prove that she is 
capable of having something that is often taken for granted: independence. 

• This is a moving story about Down’s syndrome, breaking down stereotypes and 
the strength it takes to be ourselves.

 
India Desjardins translated by Solange Ouellet  
illustrated by Marianne Ferrer
A Story About Cancer (with a Happy Ending) 
Frances Lincoln Children’s Books 

• This story is told by a fifteen-year-old girl diagnosed with leukaemia five years 
earlier and now approaching a clinical review. 

• Though she has been through so much, she is a typical teenager – dramatic, 
critical, embarrassed by her parents and falling in love for the first time. 

• This beautiful graphic novel informs, educates and entertains. 
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Kit de Waal
Becoming Dinah  
Orion Children’s Books 

• Dinah’s decision to leave her home, the strange commune where she grew up, 
is a huge one. 

• On her journey, she faces many situations that are ultimately all linked to her 
final destination and the new identity she must make for herself. 

• This gorgeously written book explores the issues that play on Dinah’s young 
mind. 

 
S.A. Domingo
Love on the Main Stage
Hodder Children’s Books

• Nova is spending the summer working on her parents’ food truck at music 
festivals – the last thing she expects is to fall in love. 

• The writing is engaging, with relatable characters, and looks at race,  
socio-economic status and sexuality with sensitivity. 

• This is a wholesome teen romance exploring relationships, self-confidence and 
living life to the fullest. 

 
Gal-Dem illustrated by Jess Nash
‘I Will Not Be Erased’:  
Our Stories About Growing Up as People of Colour
Walker Books

• Gal-Dem is an award-winning magazine, created and curated by women and 
non-binary people of colour. 

• This collection of stories from people of colour about growing up explores 
identity, sexuality, family, love and power.

• This book is a declaration of self-love, acceptance and advice the writers wish 
they could have given to their younger selves. 

 
Nicola Garrard 
29 Locks
HopeRoad Publishing 

• Donny’s life lacks stability and changes further when he is placed in foster care 
in the countryside, where he befriends a lockkeeper. 

• Violence and the disturbing reality of drug dealing are key to the plot, but it is 
ultimately a story of redemption. 

• Readers will find lots to think about in this book that explores the unfairness 
and inequality of life. 
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Natália Gomes
After the Rain
HarperCollins Children’s Books

• Alice and Jack are survivors of a terrorist attack, and they come together to 
work through their trauma. 

• Their friendship grows, despite their different backgrounds, and they learn 
that life can be fulfilling and meaningful, even after such a terrible experience. 

• This is a powerful and thoughtful story about the importance of connection 
and friendship. 

 
Jarlath Gregory
What Love Looks Like  
The O’Brien Press

• Honest, yet sometimes naïve, Ben is seventeen, gay and looking for love. 
• His best friends give advice on the joys and perils of love with their own stories 

from contemporary Dublin’s LGBTQ+ community. 
• This book gives a realistic and optimistic picture of life for Irish teenagers 

exploring their sexuality. 

 
 
Ayesha Harruna Attah
The Deep Blue Between
Pushkin Press 

• Hassana and Husseina are twin sisters, separated and kidnapped after their 
village is attacked.

• We follow each sister on their journey through slavery, learning new cultures 
and adapting to new religions, as they dream of being together again. 

• This is a compelling, magical and wonderful story of love, loss and courage. 

 
Tiffany D. Jackson 
Monday’s Not Coming
Katherine Tegen Books

• Claudia is worried when she can’t contact her best friend, Monday, but 
nobody seems to be concerned that her friend has disappeared. 

• This book is a compelling mystery and a heartbreaking picture of racism and 
socio-economic inequality. 

• Dealing with issues of child abuse and miscarriage, it also celebrates friendship 
and gives an insight into living with dyslexia. 
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Penny Joelson
Things the Eye Can’t See
Electric Monkey 

• Libby, her guide dog, Samson, and her friends set out to uncover the mystery 
of an old classmate’s disappearance. 

• To find out the truth, Libby has to confront her overprotective parents and the 
prejudices of other people. 

• This moving tale shows us that sometimes there is more to the world than 
what we can see with our eyes. 

Sabina Khan  
Zara Hossain Is Here
Scholastic 

• As the only Muslim in her high school, Zara faces abuse – when this turns 
violent, her parents think about moving back to Pakistan.

• Being bisexual, Zara worries she’ll face even more prejudice there – but how 
can she stay if her parents go? 

• This is a moving, powerful story about the racism and prejudice faced by 
immigrants. 

Muhammad Khan 
I Am Thunder 
Macmillan Children’s Books 

• Muzna Saleem dreams of being a writer, but her controlling parents want her 
to be a doctor, and they have strict rules about her behaviour. 

• She falls for Arif, who encourages her to explore her religion and deepen her 
faith, but his brother’s views worry her, and she finds herself in an impossible 
position. 

• This is a powerful novel about racism and the power of speaking out. 

Eric Lindstrom 
A Tragic Kind of Wonderful 
HarperCollins Children’s Books

• Mel has lots of things she doesn’t want to think about – her bipolar disorder, 
her parents’ divorce, what happened to her brother. 

• But when she opens up to Dr Jordan and the elderly residents of Silver Sands, 
she finds that self-acceptance and connection can turn a life around. 

• In this witty and wise book that deals sensitively with mental health, Mel finds 
a way back to herself and the friends she’s pushed away.
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Rachael Lipincott, Mikki Daughtry and Tobias Iaconis  
Five Feet Apart 
Simon & Schuster

• Stella has cystic fibrosis – her only chance at a better life is a lung transplant, 
and she won’t do anything to put that at risk.

• But then she meets Will, a stubborn and rebellious CF patient, whom she 
must stay six feet away from. 

• This is a captivating story about the difference between living and surviving. 

 
Jennifer Mathieu 
Moxie 
Hodder Children’s Books 

• Set in a small town in Texas, this is the engaging story of Vivian Clark and her 
growing feminist consciousness. 

• In a school full of macho sports culture and sexism, Vivian creates Moxie, a 
feminist zine that she distributes anonymously. 

• This is a surprising and thoughtful book with characters that don’t conform to 
many of the stereotypes of American popular culture.

 
Jenny McLachlan
Truly, Wildly, Deeply
Bloomsbury YA 

• Annie has cerebral palsy, and she wants to assert her independence and to be 
seen beyond labels. 

• A new school means new friends, subjects and parties – romance was not part 
of the plan; but when Annie meets Fab, he has other ideas. 

• This novel is filled with warmth and humour, guided by Annie’s fresh and witty 
voice and Fab’s bold energy.  

Lize Medding
The Sad Ghost Club
Hodder Children’s Books

• The sad ghost is simply doing their best each day, even if they think their best 
is not good enough. 

• This graphic novel is illustrated beautifully in a colour palette that mirrors the 
sadness of the main character. 

• This is an enlightening introduction to the experience of living with mental 
illness for young readers.
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C.G. Moore
Gut Feelings  
UCLan Publishing 

• This is the story of the author’s struggle with chronic illness, beginning when 
he is eleven, first learning about his illness and what is to come.

• It follows him as he grows into a teenager and young adult, the reader feeling 
each emotion with him. 

• This is a tale of loss and acceptance, of coming to terms with the situation he 
finds himself in and learning to love himself again. 

Éilís Ní Dhuibhne 
Aisling Nó Iníon A   
Cois Life 

• Tá cineálacha éagsúla brú ar Aisling – brú intinne, brú ón tsochaí agus brú óna 
muintir a bhfuil idéil agus luachanna traidisiúnta acu. 

• Pléitear difríochtaí creidimh, an tionchar a bhíonn ag creideamh duine ar 
dhaoine mórthimpeall orthu, agus athbhreithniú agus machnamh ar chreidimh. 

• Caithfidh Aisling a bheith láidir le héirí amach as a cruachás. Leabhar 
tábhachtach agus ábhartha. 

Meadhbh Ní Eadhra 
Faye   
LeabhairComhar 

• Scéal cumhachtach faoi Faye, atá faoi chúram an Stáit agus a bhíonn i 
dtrioblóid sa bhaile agus ar scoil go minic. 

• Is ar an bpáirc pheile amháin a fheicimid sonas inti, ach nuair a bhuaileann sí le 
Liam, tosaíonn gach rud ag athrú. 

• Fásann Faye aníos, téann sí i ngleic le tragóid phearsanta agus tugann sí 
aghaidh ar an todhchaí. 

Linda Newbery 
The Key to Flambards 
David Fickling Books 

• After a traumatic event, Grace and her mother spend the summer in the 
country to get used to their new situation, including a prosthetic limb for 
Grace.

• While there, they uncover some family secrets, make new friends and fight to 
secure the future of Flambards. 

• With its fast-paced plot and charming setting, this story will entertain and 
inspire readers.
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Sally Nicholls
Things a Bright Girl Can Do
Andersen Press 

• In 1914 London, society is changing, and the suffrage movement is trying to 
improve things for working women.

• Evelyn comes from a comfortable background but is starting to realise the 
limits put upon her because of her sex. 

• This novel is full of historical detail and brilliantly written, realistic characters. 

Caroline O’Donoghue 
All Our Hidden Gifts   
Walker Books

• This contemporary fantasy is set in a fictional Irish town, with a diverse cast of 
characters. 

• Paranormal activities, Tarot readings and spells make it a spooky, gripping read. 
• References to religious traditions show younger readers the powerful grip 

Catholicism once had on the country. 

Melatu Uche Okorie 
This Hostel Life   
Skein Press

• These short stories put faces and names to people living in Direct Provision in 
this country. 

• Subjects include sharing experiences of racism with a sceptical writers’ group 
and an expectant mother’s fear for her twins, considered cursed in her village.

• This wonderful collection is honest, challenging and essential to any 
conversation about modern Ireland. 

Alice Oseman 
Heartstopper: Volume 1 
Hodder Children’s Books 

• When Charlie and Nick are made to sit together at school, they quickly 
become friends; soon Charlie is falling for Nick, though he doesn’t think he 
has a chance. 

• But love works in surprising ways, and Nick is more interested in Charlie than 
either of them realised. 

• This graphic novel explores all the small stories of Nick and Charlie’s lives that, 
together, make up something larger that speaks to all of us. 
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Emily X.R. Pan
The Astonishing Colour of After
Orion 

• Leigh loses her mother to suicide and must come to terms with what that 
means for her, her grieving father and her relationships. 

• She also faces a first meeting with her Taiwanese grandparents. 
• Without overdoing it or glamourising grief, how Leigh copes with difficulty and 

loss will live long with the reader. 

 
Bryony Pearce
Raising Hell
UCLan Publishing

• Ivy is having a hell of a time, and not just because she has opened a rift in the 
space–time continuum. 

• This clever, cinematic novel is more than a horror story about teenagers and 
dark matter. 

• The author uses the idea of magic to tackle deeper, more human issues, like 
death and grief, responsibility and guilt. 

 
Mal Peet illustrated by Emma Shoard
The Family Tree
Barrington Stoke

• When Benjamin sees his father’s old treehouse in ruins at his childhood home, 
he tells the story of how his parents’ marriage broke down.

• The book has a dark and sophisticated tone, using simple but elegant prose, 
and while it is short, it is beautiful.

• This is a compelling look at identity and how complex family life can be. 

 
Annabel Pitcher
The Last Days of Archie Maxwell
Barrington Stoke

• Archie is struggling: his dad has left and he is being bullied by his so-called 
friends.

• He is also trying to help Tia, the girl that he likes, who is looking for answers 
about her brother’s death. 

• Archie is falling into a dark place where he feels that he is a burden and there 
is only one way out, but there is hope at the end.
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Jason Reynolds illustrated by Chris Priestley  
Long Way Down  
Faber & Faber 

• This verse novel looks at gun violence in the US through the story of Will, 
whose brother has just been shot and killed. 

• The rules around shooting are no crying, no snitching, get revenge – and it’s 
time for Will to act out rule three. 

• In a kind of dream, Will meets the ghosts of victims of gun violence and must 
decide if he will continue this cycle. 

 
Lucas Rocha illustrated by Marina Esmeraldo  
translated by Larissa Helena 
Where We Go from Here 
David Fickling Books 

• This LGBTQ+ novel explores the lives of three men struggling with their 
connection to HIV. 

• Ian is newly diagnosed and hiding it, Henrique has had bad experiences after 
telling a romantic partner, and Victor feels he can’t be with someone that has 
HIV. 

• The story takes the reader on a painful, humorous and realistic journey 
through the frustrations of young adulthood to, finally, acceptance. 

 
Lydia Ruffles
The Taste of Blue Light
Hodder Children’s Books

• Lux, a student at a boarding school for artists, blacks out after a house party. 
• She then struggles with amnesia and overlapping senses: ‘words and sound 

have colour … I sometimes see words in the air’. 
• This is a compelling, brilliantly written portrait of recovery after trauma. 

 
Adam Silvera
History Is All You Left Me
Simon & Schuster 

• Griffin has just lost Theo, his best friend and ex-boyfriend, in a tragic accident, 
and he is devastated.

• The author explores how love and friendship can become tangled and 
impossible to undo. 

• The novel shows that grief is complex, but the history someone leaves can 
create a future for those left behind. 
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Nikesh Shukla
The Boxer
Hodder Children’s Books 

• Sunny sets out to find himself through the sport of boxing after a traumatic 
experience. 

• This moving novel looks at race, culture and class, reflecting our own society. 
• It explores the challenges people face every day and the impact they can have, 

individually and culturally. 

 
Ciannon Smart
Witches Steeped in Gold
Hot Key Books 

• Iraya and Jazmyne are unsure of themselves at the beginning of this female-
led fantasy novel.

• They must choose to embrace who they are and fight for what they believe in 
or walk away from the power they have inherited. 

• This story is rich in Jamaican myths and folklore, with a relatable cast of Black 
characters.

 
Ciara Smyth
Not My Problem  
Andersen Press 

• This novel explores the struggles and relationships of Aideen, a high school 
student with attitude.

• A series of silly incidents with her schoolmates hides the serious challenges 
and worries Aideen faces with her troubled mother and life in general. 

• This book is filled with all the heartache, hiccups and hilarity experienced by a 
young girl as she faces the world. 

 
Dermot Somers
Buaic  
Cois Life

• Tá tuistí Liam scartha, Liam agus Mam in Éirinn, a dhaid, Mike, i Londain le 
bean agus mac óg. 

• Sa scéal drámatúil seo tá Liam ar thuras dúshlánach sna Himiléithe le Mike. 
• Nochtar tréithe éagsúla daonna chomh maith le ról na seirpeach agus tionchar 

na turasóireachta. 
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Phil Stamper
The Gravity of Us
Bloomsbury YA

• Live-streamer Cal has to move to Houston because his father is going to be a 
pilot on a NASA mission to Mars. 

• There, Cal has to take part in a reality show and meets Kat and Leon, who 
becomes Cal’s boyfriend. 

• This novel is a reminder to never stop questioning the powers that be and that 
first love is all-consuming. 

 
Renée Watson
Love Is a Revolution 
Bloomsbury YA

• Nala loves her cousin Imani but hates her friends, mostly because they spend 
their time criticising other people for being problematic. 

• Then Nala meets Tye, a social justice activist, and soon she’s pretending to be 
a community organising, natural-hair-rocking vegan. 

• This novel celebrates love in its many forms – romantic love, familial love, 
community love and, most importantly, self-love. 

 
Alex Wheatle 
Cane Warriors 
Andersen Press

• Set in 1760 in Jamaica, this novel explores the grim realities of slavery and the 
events of Tacky’s War. 

• Told from the point of view of young enslaved Mao, the story is gripping and 
relatable. 

• It explores everyday life as an enslaved person, showing how people survived it 
before rebellion spread across the island. 

 
Máire Zepf 
Nóinín   
Cois Life 

• Úrscéal saorvéarsaíochta é seo faoi theacht in inmhe – nó, ar a laghad, is é sin 
a shíltear i dtosach. 

• Ardaítear ceisteanna lena linn faoi shaol an déagóra agus tá ceachtanna 
práinneacha le foghlaim ag an léitheoir cliste. 

• Tá idir theanga agus teachtaireacht shoiléir san úrscéal fiúntach seo. 
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Medeia Cohan illustrated by Sarah Walsh
Hats of Faith
Shade 7 Publishing (Age 2–4, 5–8)

• This board book explores various beliefs and religions through the head pieces 
their believers wear. 

• Many faiths are included in this short book, and the warm illustrations show 
people of various genders, ages and ethnic origins. 

• Simple but informative, this short read encourages respect for our 
multicultural world through learning. 

 
Hena Khan illustrated by Mehrdokht Amini
Crescent Moons and Pointed Minarets:  
A Muslim Book of Shapes
Chronicle Books (Age 2–4, 5–8) 

• Every page in this celebration of Islamic traditions, patterns and architecture is 
a delight. 

• From an octagonal water fountain to the arches guiding the way to Mecca, the 
use of colour and design is stunning. 

• The gentle, rhyming text explores the many customs of Muslim life across the 
world, as well as teaching about shapes.

 
Chana Ewing illustrated by Paulina Morgan 
An ABC of Equality 
Frances Lincoln Children’s Books (Age 3–6)  

• ‘A is for Ability’, ‘B is for Belief’, ‘C is for Class’. 
• This book introduces complicated ideas of social justice using simple, clear 

language, accessible to the youngest of children. 
• Bright, neat illustrations convey a lot of the message and show a wonderfully 

diverse cast of characters. 

 

Felicity Brooks illustrated by Mar Ferrero 
All About Diversity
Usborne Publishing (Age 4–8)

• This is a fascinating and positive look at the differences between people and 
what makes us unique. 

• It covers topics from clothing and cultural festivals to types of homes and 
families.

• With bright pictures showing a variety of ages, skin tones and abilities, this 
book encourages children to treat everyone equally and with kindness.
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Felicity Brooks illustrated by Mar Ferrero
All About Families
Usborne Publishing (Age 4–8) 

• Blended families, same-sex parents, single-parent families, foster parents, 
adoptive families and much more feature in this book. 

• Brooks writes in a clear, simple style, exploring topics such as ‘What is a family 
for?’ and ‘How can a family change?’ as well as food and celebrations. 

• The bright, busy illustrations are a true celebration of family diversity. 

 
Maria Isabel Sánchez Vegara illustrated by Lisa Koesterke
Evonne Goolagong: Little People, Big Dreams 
Frances Lincoln Children’s Books (Age 4–8)

• An Indigenous Australian girl overcomes poverty, exclusion and prejudice to 
become the number-one tennis player in the world. 

• The colours of the illustrations reflect the warmth of the southern sun, while 
the style reflects Indigenous Australian art. 

• The Little People, Big Dreams mini-biographies introduce children to the lives 
of inspiring people, fuelling their own dreams.

 
Can’t Lose Cant  
Kids’ Own Publishing Partnership (Age 4–8)

• Tá cnuasach d’fhocail choitianta sa Bhéarla, sa Chaintis agus sa Ghaeilge ann 
chomh maith le treoir maidir le habairtí simplí a chumadh tú féin! 

• The collage style of the illustrations gives it a sense of being created for and by 
young people. 

• The foreword by Oein DeBhairduin reminds young people of the rich Cant 
language and to raise their voices. 

 
Katie Daynes and Jordan Akpojaro  
illustrated by Sandhya Prabhat
What Is Racism? Lift-the-Flap First Questions & Answers
Usborne Publishing (Age 4–8)

• This book explains what racism is, how to recognise it and what we can do to 
stop it. 

• It is sensitively written, but doesn’t shy away from the harder questions that 
children might have. 

• The illustrations show a wide range of people and their experiences, and the 
flaps will appeal to children too. 
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Jess French illustrated by Sol Linero
How to Be a Vet and Other Animal Jobs
Nosy Crow (Age 5–8)

• This book is perfect for young people who want to spend all their time helping 
every creature they can. 

• It explains what vets do all day, what animals they treat and where they work, 
plus the different jobs an animal lover can do. 

• Bright, inclusive illustrations show vets and animal workers from all walks of life. 

 
Rachel Greener illustrated by Clare Owen
Making a Baby: An Inclusive Guide to How Every Family Begins
Nosy Crow (Age 5–8) 

• This book is a perfect starting point to explain how new life can begin, 
including IUI, IVF, adoption and surrogacy. 

• Using questions and conversational, inclusive language, this is an honest, clear 
introduction to baby-making and birth. 

• The stylised illustrations show same-sex families, single parents and lots of 
ethnicities, religions and abilities. 

 
Jennifer Moore-Mallinos aistrithe ag Tadhg Mac Dhonnagáin 
maisithe ag Marta Fabrega 
Céard a Tharla Idir Mamaí agus Daidí?  
Futa Fata (Aois 5–8) 

• Tá athrú tagtha ar shaol an phríomhcharachtair agus buaileann mothúcháin 
éagsúla í. 

• Trí chomhrá cineálta lena tuismitheoirí, tagann sí ar thuiscint nua faoin athrú ar 
an gcaidreamh idir Mamaí agus Daidí.

• Tá treoir ar chúl an leabhair chun cabhrú le daoine fásta labhairt le páistí óga 
faoin scaradh agus faoin gcolscaradh.  

 
Jennifer Moore-Mallinos aistrithe ag Tadhg Mac Dhonnagáin 
maisithe ag Marta Fabrega 
Tá Siondróm Down ar Lára  
Futa Fata (Aois 5–8) 

• Breathnaíonn an leabhar seo ar chairdeas speisialta a fhásann idir beirt ar an 
gcampa samhraidh – Róise agus Lára. 

• Tá eolas a bhaineann leis an Siondróm Down mínithe go soiléir agus ní 
sheachnaíonn an leabhar an bhuairt atá ar pháistí eile faoin gcairdeas seo. 

• Tá treoir sa leabhar do dhaoine fásta chun cabhrú leo an scéal agus na 
ceisteanna a thagann chun cinn a láimhseáil go híogair. 
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Tiffany Rose
M Is for Melanin: A Celebration of the Black Child
Macmillan Children’s Books (Age 5–8)

• A word, person or symbol of Black culture represents each beautifully 
illustrated letter in this alphabet book. 

• Young people of every hue are encouraged to pursue bright futures, and 
colour and creativity are celebrated in the illustrations. 

• Most important is its empowering call to readers: ‘Be You. Love You. Always. 
All Ways.’ 

Felicita Sala
A Year in Fleurville:  
Recipes from Balconies, Rooftops and Gardens
Scribble UK (Age 5–8)

• This book celebrates diversity, from biodiverse gardens to ethnically diverse 
gardeners using their produce to cook food from around the world. 

• The book itself shows a diverse range of knowledge, covering gardening, 
cookery, community building and sustainability. 

• The engaging illustrations show community members side by side, working 
together towards the wellbeing of the world.

 
Maria Isabel Sánchez Vegara illustrated by Sophie Beer
Elton John: Little People, Big Dreams
Frances Lincoln Children’s Books (Age 5–8)

• This brightly illustrated book shows Elton’s journey to stardom from his 
humble beginnings and how he found comfort in music.

• It covers how he dealt with suffering, despite his success, his marriage to David 
and the adoption of their sons. 

• It shows us that, despite life’s challenges, Elton John has brought millions of 
people together through his music. 

 
Maria Isabel Sánchez Vegara illustrated by Melissa Lee Johnson 
Stevie Wonder: Little People, Big Dreams 
Frances Lincoln Children’s Books (Age 5–8) 

• This uplifting book celebrates music prodigy Stevie Wonder. 
• The illustrations include people with a range of abilities – some characters have 

assistance dogs, while others use wheelchairs. 
• No matter who you are, you’ll be sure to find a reflection of yourself in this 

book. 
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Juliette Saumande maisithe ag Tarsila Krüse
My Little Album of Ireland  
The O’Brien Press (Aois 5–8)

• This bilingual book looks at life in rural and urban Ireland today, highlighting its 
rich cultural diversity. 

• Roinntear na pictiúir de réir shéasúir na bliana agus cuireann ainmneacha 
dátheangacha na n-áiteanna go mór le saibhreas an leabhair. 

• Bhainfeadh idir pháistí óga agus daoine fásta taitneamh agus tairbhe as.  

 
Moira Butterfield illustrated by Harriet Lynas
Welcome to Our World: A Celebration of Children Everywhere
Nosy Crow (Age 5–8, 9–11)

• This warm-hearted, colourful book celebrates the customs and languages of 
children around the globe. 

• It is full of illustrations and packed with interesting facts and phrases.
• It teaches respect for other cultures and illustrates how diversity makes the 

world a better place.

 
Kate DePalma illustrated by Martina Peluso
Let’s Celebrate! Special Days Around the World
Barefoot Books (Age 5–8, 9–11)

• This beautifully illustrated book is a wonderful introduction to religious and 
national festivals held around the world. 

• It gives an explanation of each event, and the main text of the book rhymes, 
which makes it easy to follow and remember. 

• It shows that, no matter where you are, the joy of sharing a festival is a special 
experience that can unite communities.

 
Professor Alice Roberts illustrated by James Weston Lewis
Human Journey
Red Shed (Age 5–8, 9–12)

• This is a fascinating account of the human story, brought to life by colourful, 
detailed illustrations.

• It traces the evolutionary journey of our ancestors, beginning over two million 
years ago in Africa.

• Their struggle to survive, adapt and thrive shows what it means to be human, 
despite apparent differences. 
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Mark Sperring illustrated by Rose Blake
We’re All Works of Art
Pavilion Books (Age 5–8, 9–12)

• This book shows how beautifully different we are, and invites us to find out 
more about the world of art. 

• At the end of each section, there are useful lists of related things to explore.
• This great introduction to all styles of art also tells a positive story of diversity 

and connection through simple illustrations. 

 
Marie Murray illustrated by Hanane Kai
Children in Our World: Rights and Equality
Wayland (Age 6–10)

• This book talks young readers through the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, using accessible and engaging language. 

• Complex concepts are explained with simple examples, and the illustrations 
use settings, characters and details that bring the concepts into the real world. 

• This is an excellent conversation starter for anyone who worries about making 
the world a fairer place.

 
J.R. and Julie R. Pugeat
How Old Am I? 1–100 Faces from Around the World
Phaidon (Age 6–10)

• This book looks at aging through portraits of humans across the world – from 
Gwen in the UK (aged one) to Beatrice in the USA (aged one hundred). 

• It also looks at culture and family, puts value on life experience and introduces 
the ideas of emigration, immigration and travel. 

• It highlights our differences as well as our similarities and teaches the reader 
how to say hello in lots of languages. 

 
Scott Allen illustrated by Antoine Corbineau
On Your Marks, Get Set, Gold! A Funny and Fact-Filled Guide 
to Every Olympic Sport
Nosy Crow (Age 7–11)

• This book explores the Olympics and Paralympics, from their historical 
beginnings to the present day.

• It offers a gender-balanced look at popular sports and new additions to the 
games, and it has a strong focus on Paralympic events. 

• The information is brief, funny and interesting, and the illustrations are bright, 
eye-catching and colourful. 
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Alex Frith illustrated by Barry Ablett 
See Inside World Religions 
Usborne Publishing (Age 7–11)

• What is religion? How do people worship and celebrate around the world? 
• Find out in these beautifully illustrated pages – with over seventy flaps to lift 

and reveal more. 
• The information is organised by themes, which gives a broad view of religions 

and places them in historical and social context. 

Patrick Skipworth illustrated by Nicholas Stevenson
Literally: Amazing Words and Where They Come From
What on Earth Books (Age 7–11)

• Words travel from all over the globe to enrich our lives and our imaginations. 
• With simple text and pictures, the authors explain the origins of some familiar 

English words that really aren’t English at all! 
• From ‘companion’ to ‘royalty’ and ‘zero’ to ‘safari’, this book shows how cultural 

diversity shapes our life. 

This Giant Tent:  
A Children’s Celebration of Culture and Identity  
Kids’ Own Publishing Partnership (Age 8–12) 

• Starting from a visit by local children to an exhibition about Traveller culture, 
this book is a work of art itself. 

• Ballina children from Traveller, dual-nationality, refugee and other 
backgrounds discuss what identity means to them, while exploring painting 
techniques. 

• This book centres the voices of children and helps us see what being young in 
Ireland means today. 

Eddie Reynolds, Matthew Oldham illustrated by Marco Bonatti
Money for Beginners
Usborne Publishing (Age 8–12)

• This book is a simple and accessible introduction to all things financial for 
young people. 

• It covers topics such as budgeting, banks, taxes, economic inequality and 
much more. 

• It has lovely illustrations and fun trivia and explains complex ideas in a way 
that’s easy to understand.
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Jessica Sanders illustrated by Carol Rossetti
Love Your Body 
Frances Lincoln Children’s Books (Age 8–12)

• This informative book has an empowering message about self-acceptance, 
which is important in today’s image-obsessed world. 

• The illustrations of female bodies of different shapes, sizes, colours, heights 
and abilities show us that all bodies are wonderful. 

• It reinforces the fact we are all individuals worth celebrating.

Claire Saunders, Hazel Songhurst, Georgia Amson-Bradshaw, 
Minna Salami and Mik Scarlet illustrated by Joelle Avelino and 
David Broadbent
The Power Book: What Is It? Who Has It? And Why?
Ivy Kids (Age 9–11)

• This colourful and engaging book addresses questions about power and how it’s 
used in schools, families and society. 

• It may help children who feel disempowered and those who see themselves as 
leaders and have difficulty acknowledging others’ power. 

• It is an encouraging, practical read that reminds children that we all have 
power – but we must decide how to use it. 

Omari McQueen
Omari McQueen’s Best Bites Cookbook
Scholastic (Age 9–11, 12–14)

• Vegan chef Omari McQueen (age twelve) will inspire children of any age, 
gender or background, to follow their dream. 

• Cooking is fun, especially when you get to show off some Caribbean cooking 
skills! 

• Over forty delicious, easy recipes are mixed with family photos and tons of 
ideas to make a vegan feast. 

Edited by Margaret Rooke
Dyslexia Is My Superpower (Most of the Time)
Jessica Kingsley (Age 9–11, 12–14)

• This book contains the voices of children and young adults who have dyslexia. 
• Packed full of truths and tips, this is a guide to not only surviving with dyslexia 

but also thriving with it. 
• If you’re struggling with your self-confidence or feel that you can’t get on top 

of your reading techniques, this is the book for you. 
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Tom Adams illustrated by Sarah Walsh
YouthQuake:  
50 Children and Young People Who Shook the World
Nosy Crow (Age 9–12)

• A YouthQuake is an important cultural, political or social change that comes 
from the actions or influence of young people. 

• This book looks at fifty inspiring, diverse young people from the worlds of 
science, sport, politics, entertainment, and more, who achieved that. 

• It will inspire all kinds of future activists, leaders and innovators everywhere. 

Helaine Becker illustrated by Dow Phumiruk
Counting on Katherine:  
How Katherine Johnson Put Astronauts on the Moon
Macmillan Children’s Books (Age 9–12)

• Katherine Johnson was a mathematician and woman of colour who produced 
flight-path calculations for NASA, among other achievements. 

• This book tackles the issues of racism and sexism, but focuses more on how 
she overcame obstacles by being curious and never giving up. 

• Charming illustrations show the links between the real world, mathematics and 
imagination.

Alice Haworth-Booth and Emily Haworth-Booth 
Protest!  
How People Have Come Together to Change the World 
Pavilion Children’s Books (Age 9–12)

• The history of peaceful protest – from Egyptian pyramid-workers to Greta 
Thunberg – is outlined in this brightly illustrated book. 

• It explores the many ways that groups have protested creatively, including 
singing protests and strikes. 

• Packed with quirky cartoons, each chapter shows how a community came 
together to protest for better lives and equal rights. 

Nicholas O’Neill and Susan Hayes illustrated by Ruby Taylor 
Music: A Fold-Out Graphic History 
What on Earth Books (Age 9–12)

• This bright, colourful book covers the history of music, from its ancient 
beginnings to the music we enjoy today. 

• It covers different cultures and genres and a wide range of topics, from 
important composers to modern developments in recording. 

• It has an excellent glossary, with definitions of music terms, and links to 
Spotify playlists made by the authors. 



THE DIVERSIT Y, INCLUSION AND REPRESENTATION RE ADING GUIDE 97

NON-FICTION
Rashmi Sirdeshpande illustrated by Adam Hayes
Good News: Why the World Is Not As Bad As You Think
Wren & Rook (Age 9–12)

• Good news stories of social, environmental and medical developments often 
don’t make the headlines. 

• This book – with excellent graphics – looks at the work being done to make 
our planet and societies fairer, kinder and more sustainable.

• It covers gender equality movements and programmes to stop poverty and has 
great tips for young activists. 

Lisa Williamson illustrated by Mike Smith 
Malala Yousafzai: First Names  
David Fickling Books (Age 9–12)

• This book looks at the events that led up to and followed the shooting of 
young activist Malala Yousafzai by the Taliban. 

• It covers all aspects, from the history of Pakistan to Malala’s parents’ 
childhood, and cartoons highlight the important moments.

• This is a relatable and interesting biography of the youngest winner, to date, of 
the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Rachel Ignotofsky
Women in Art: 50 Fearless Creatives Who Inspired the World
Wren & Rook (Age 9–12, 12–14)

• This inspiring book looks at the many great artists who have been left out of 
history simply because of their gender. 

• It covers a wide range of art mediums, periods and countries, and features 
many lesser-known names.

• It also has interesting infographics and statistics about artistic movements and 
women’s representation in museums. 

Nansubuga Nagadya Isdahl illustrated by Nicole Miles
Nelson Mandela: First Names
David Fickling Books (Age 9–12, 12–14)

• This book takes a detailed look at Nelson Mandela, an extraordinary person 
who became a global hero. 

• It will give young readers a good insight into what life was like under apartheid. 
• The clear writing, humour, drawings, pronunciation guide and timeline make 

this an educational and enjoyable read. 
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Cliff Leek illustrated by Bene Rohlmann
Boy Oh Boy
Wide Eyed Editions (Age 9–12, 12–14)

• This is a collection of stories about thirty men who stood up for what is right, 
expressed themselves creatively and often shattered gender stereotypes. 

• It includes all kinds of people – artists, astronomers and athletes, actors, 
activists and animators. 

• The lively illustrations and eye-catching design add to the impact of this 
inspiring book.

 
Cerrie Burnell illustrated by Lauren ‘Emel’ Baldo
I Am Not a Label: 34 Disabled Artists, Thinkers, Athletes  
and Activists from Past and Present
Wide Eyed Editions (Age 9–12, 12–14, Young Adult)

• This is a beautifully illustrated account of thirty-four extraordinary people who 
have experienced disability in different ways. 

• TV presenter Cerrie Burnell has brought together a wonderful cast of the 
famous and less well-known.

• The book brings to life their unique experiences and the secrets of their drive 
and success. 

 
Tiffany Jewell illustrated by Aurélia Durand
This Book Is Anti-Racist
Frances Lincoln Children’s Books (Age 9–12, 12–14, Young Adult)

• This book explains identity, history, action and solidarity in twenty clear 
chapters, with bright and bold illustrations. 

• The author relates her own experiences to larger concepts, and uses examples 
of racism and anti-racism, from Haitian rebellion to Loving Day. 

• Simple activities draw the reader in and allow them to explore their own 
identity, understanding and growth. 

 
Jo Rippon
Rise Up! The Art of Protest
Palazzo (Age 9–12, 12–14, Young Adult)

• From suffragettes to climate change, this colourful book is full of the posters 
and people of the protests that inspired change. 

• Each chapter defines a political issue then shows some of the printed or 
home-made placards. 

• Subjects such as racism and LGBTQ+ issues are handled with sensitivity, 
clarity and dignity in this inspiring and educational book. 
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illustrated by Tylal Mason and Studio Katie Kerr
What Can I Do When I Grow Up?
The School of Life (Age 12+) 

• Many teenagers dread being asked what they want to be when they grow up, 
often because people confuse who adults are with what they do. 

• This delightful guide to choosing a career is kind, readable and honest, and 
doesn’t limit readers’ dreams. 

• It also doesn’t assume anything about readers’ knowledge of education or 
career options, or what happiness will mean to them.

 
Jamie Lawson illustrated by Eve Lloyd Night
Rainbow Revolutions:  
Power, Pride and Protest in the Fight for Queer Rights
Wren & Rook (Age 12–14)

• When the police stormed the Stonewall Inn in New York City, the events that 
followed started the LGBTQ+ rights movement. 

• The author shows how queer activists have spoken up and spoken out, from 
the poet Audre Lorde to Pride parades. 

• Through all the hardships faced by the LGBTQ+ community, hope remains, in 
this insightful and inspiring account. 

 
Sharna Jackson with Dr Zoé Whitley
Black Artists Shaping the World
Thames & Hudson (Age 12–14, Young Adult)

• This book is an exciting collection of contemporary Black artists from Africa 
and the African diaspora. 

• Turner Prize-winning artists and photographers sit side by side with visual 
activists and performance artists. 

• The book gives the authors’ personal histories and celebrates their skills and 
originality in a variety of art forms. 

Angelina Jolie and Amnesty International  
with Geraldine Van Bueren 
Know Your Rights and Claim Them
Andersen Press (Age 12–14, Young Adult)

• This book explores why having human rights codes is necessary and what they 
protect. 

• Real-life examples of discrimination, abuse, war-crimes, racism and more are 
used to explain where the codes are being neglected.

• The book explains why young people should make sure the codes are being 
followed and gives the tools to fight on for justice. 



The School of Sexuality Education 
Sex Ed: An Inclusive Teenage Guide to Sex and Relationships 
Walker Books (Age 12–14, Young Adult)

• This guide looks at gender and sexuality, the physical body, consent, 
relationships, sexual and reproductive health and more. 

• The tone is both light and serious, and respectful of its audience. 
• This is essential reading for anyone who wants to have open conversations 

about relationships and positive sexual experiences. 

 
Dr Chris Yuill and Dr Christopher Thorpe  
consultant Dr Megan Todd 
Heads Up Sociology
DK (Age 12–14, Young Adult)

• This book looks at identity, class, race, wealth, inequality, crime, health, 
culture, mass media and more.

• It explains how sociology investigates these issues and how people are 
influenced by the society they belong to. 

• This book encourages critical thinking about the causes of inequality and 
unfair representation. 

• (Age 12–14, Young Adult) 
 
edited by Shakirah Bourne and Dana Alison Levy 
Allies
DK (Age Young Adult)

• This collection of personal essays from YA authors explores practical ways to 
support those who need it. 

• It encourages readers to question their biases about race, ability and sexuality, 
and to use their own power to help others’ voices be heard.

• This book acknowledges that we live in an imperfect world, but it offers hope 
that we can make it more equitable.

• (Age Young Adult) 

Juno Dawson illustrated by Soofiya
What’s the T? The No-Nonsense Guide to All Things Trans  
and/or Non-Binary for Teens
Wren & Rook (Age Young Adult)

• This guide is written mainly for trans, non-binary and questioning teens, but 
there is a section for parents and guardians. 

• The author covers a huge range of topics, including medical and legal advice, in 
a conversational style. 

• There is information on trans terminology and history and the negative and 
positive things a transgender or non-binary person might face. 
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Justin Hancock illustrated by Fuchsia MacAree 
Can We Talk About Consent?   
Frances Lincoln Children’s Books (Age Young Adult) 

• This clear guide shows how we can apply the principles of consent when 
making decisions for ourselves and with others. 

• This serious topic is handled with a light touch, and the bright, inclusive 
illustrations help communicate the key messages. 

• We learn why it’s harder for some people to give consent because of their 
gender, race, socio-economic background or other factors. 

Frederick Joseph
The Black Friend: On Being a Better White Person
Walker Books (Age Young Adult)

• This friendly guide explores systemic racism using the author’s own reflections 
and interviews with activists.

• The author looks at cultural icons and historical events that are vital to 
understanding the experiences of Black people in America. 

• This remarkable book sets out to bridge the gap between ignorance and 
empathy. 

Mae Martin 
Can Everyone Please Calm Down?  
A Guide to 21st Century Sexuality
Wren & Rook (Age Young Adult)

• This book looks at sexuality, gender, spectrums, the binary and non-binary and 
the different experiences of LGBTQ+ people.

• It explains a range of terms and shares ideas for how to tackle homophobia 
and transphobia and support LGBTQ+ people from within or outside the 
community. 

• It explores LGBTQ+ history from past to present and much more, with a light 
and fun tone throughout.

Dara McAnulty
Diary of a Young Naturalist  
Ebury Press (Age Young Adult)

• This is an autistic teen’s story of the joys and sorrows he experiences during a 
difficult year.

• He battles through bullying, sensory overload, anxiety and depression (there is 
some talk of suicide).

• His story is ultimately hopeful, as he embraces his great love of nature and 
finds a place for his voice in the world of humans. 
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Rosalind Beardshaw
I See the Moon 
Nosy Crow (Age 0–2, 2–4)

• This beautiful book includes a mix of familiar and lesser-known nursery rhymes 
and poems. 

• Poems from much-loved writers, such as R.L. Stevenson, are included as well 
as favourites like ‘Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star’. 

• Children from all over the world are represented in the illustrations, and the 
calm colours make this an excellent choice for a bedtime read. 

Jeanne Willis illustrated by Isabelle Follath 
What Are Little Girls Made Of?
Nosy Crow (Age 2–4, 5–8)

• This is a brilliant updated twist on the classic Mother Goose nursery rhymes.
• We meet an empowered Little Bo-Peep who rescues her sheep, and a Little 

Miss Muffet who doesn’t mind a spider visiting her tuffet. 
• Accompanied by fun, witty illustrations, these poems embrace equity, 

diversity and respect in a playful way. 

John Agard illustrated by Jessica Courtney-Tickle 
Come All You Little Persons 
Faber & Faber (Age 2–5)

• This lovely book explores togetherness and acceptance, with the message that 
we are all equal on our beautiful planet. 

• It reads more like a song than a traditional poem, and it is full of energy and 
rhythm. 

• The warm illustrations show different magical landscapes, where people enjoy 
and protect nature. 

Dave Eggers illustrated by Shawn Harris 
What Can a Citizen Do? 
Chronicle Books (Age 3–5)

• The author uses verse and simple ideas to explain what it means to be a citizen 
and how children can be good citizens. 

• The book reminds us it is important to take care of others, accept differences 
and make positive change happen. 

• The illustrations show hopeful scenes featuring children from different 
countries and different religions. 
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Maxine Beneba Clarke
When We Say Black Lives Matter
Wren & Rook (Age 3–6)

• This rhyming picturebook addresses the Black Lives Matter movement in a 
touching and easy to understand way. 

• The hand-drawn illustrations and use of repetition come together to bring 
every page to life. 

• This inspiring book teaches self-appreciation, mindful thinking and about an 
important social movement. 

 

Nadim illustrated by Yasmeen Ismail
Take off Your Brave: Poems Just for You
Walker Books (Age 4–8)

• In this lovely and unusual book, the author, four-year-old Nadim, talks of 
trains, of friends and of magic boxes.

• Mostly, Nadim talks about feelings, about the love that ‘everyone has’, ‘even 
baddies’. 

• The illustrations of diverse kids are full of the energy, wonder and joy of being 
little and knowing you are loved and taken seriously. 

 
Nicola Davies illustrated by Marc Martin
Every Child a Song
Wren & Rook (Age 5–8)

• This beautiful book is a celebration of children’s rights, as set out in the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

• The poetic text and gorgeous watercolour illustrations celebrate the 
uniqueness of every child.

• It is a reminder that many children around the world are let down by those in 
authority and that, together, we must do better. 

 
Maya Angelou illustrated by Jean-Michel Basquiat  
edited by Sara Jane Boyers
Life Doesn’t Frighten Me
Abrams (Age 5–8, 9–11)

• The narrator lives in a noisy place – men fight at night, bad dogs bark and 
dragons breathe on the window – and school isn’t great either.

• The illustrations show the darkness of childhood nightmares. 
• But the author overcomes it all in this powerful story of grit and 

determination.  
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Mandy Coe
Belonging Street 
Otter-Barry Books (Age 5–8, 9–11)

• In this book, the author encourages children of every age to explore the world 
they live in. 

• The poems are about ordinary, everyday activities, and could open up many 
conversations with teachers, parents and guardians. 

• Illustrations support the text, especially in the diversity shown in the simple 
image for ‘Helping Hands’.

Lucinda Jacob illustrated by Lauren O’Neill
Hopscotch in the Sky  
Little Island Books and Poetry Ireland (Age 5–8, 9–11)

• These wise and beautiful poems, for and about children and childhood, speak 
to all the senses and feel both timeless and modern. 

• The illustrations, using soft colours, will appeal to readers of all ages. 
• It comes with a free ebook to introduce children to the poetic forms used, 

which will be a useful tool for teachers. 

Liz Brownlee, Matt Goodfellow and Laura Mucha  
illustrated by Victoria Jane Wheeler
Being Me: Poems About Thoughts, Worries and Feelings
Otter-Barry Books (Age 5–8, 9–11, 12–14)

• This collection is full of gentle, kind writing that touches the heart. 
• The poems, along with the black-and-white illustrations, encourage children to 

pause, look again and think. 
• They will help them realise that, whatever worries they have, they are not 

alone.

Rakhshan Rizwan with Yusuf Samee  
illustrated by Benjamin Phillips
My Sneezes Are Perfect: Poems for Children
The Emma Press (Age 6–10)

• This collection by a poet and her young son explores his life, through verse and 
illustrations, during times of change. 

• From moving to a new country to communication during the Covid-19 
pandemic, the challenges mount. 

• The poems are both funny and interesting, and the line drawings are suitably 
fun. 
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Laura Mucha illustrated by Tania Rex
Dear Ugly Sisters
Otter-Barry Books (Age 6–12)

• These playful poems subvert tradition, often looking at fairy tales alongside 
scientific discoveries and popular culture. 

• They explore new ways of being seen and speaking up, as well as tales of 
women who have done so in the past, despite difficulties. 

• This is an empowering collection full of promise for the future. 

 
 
Rachel Rooney illustrated by Chris Riddell
A Kid in My Class
Otter-Barry Books (Age 7–10)

• These poems about pupils, from the new boy to the nerd, cover themes such 
as bullying and boredom. 

• There are poems about teachers too, including the teaching assistant and the 
terrified substitute. 

• The drawings are playful and atmospheric, making this a winning combination 
of poetry and portraits. 

Valerie Bloom illustrated by Ken Wilson-Max
Stars with Flaming Tails
Otter-Barry Books (Age 7–11)

• The poems in this collection use regular rhyming patterns, and often play with 
poetic forms and language. 

• Topics include family and friends – with an eye to diversity – and the world at 
large, with a keen interest in natural history. 

• The poems are illustrated with simple line drawings. 

 
National Poetry Day Ambassadors and Other Poets  
illustrated by Chie Hosaka 
Poetry for a Change: A National Poetry Day Anthology 
Otter-Barry Books (Age 8–12)

• This anthology for National Poetry Day in the UK is a collection of old and 
new poems about change. 

• Poets contribute a poem of their own, explain why they’ve chosen it, then 
share a poem by an author who has inspired them. 

• This illustrated collection has something for everyone and would be great for 
group discussions on the topic of change.
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Liz Brownlee, Matt Goodfellow and Roger Stevens 
The Same Inside 
Macmillan Children’s Books (Age 9–11) 

• This is a collection of poems about empathy, friendship, compassion and 
awareness, including Internet safety. 

• The gentle and thoughtful poems, by three authors, explore universal 
emotions. 

• They offer many opportunities for class discussion, especially for readers 
almost in their teens.

Kwame Alexander illustrated by Kadir Nelson
The Undefeated
Andersen Press (Age 9–11, 12–14)

• This long poem and dramatic full-page illustrations celebrate the history of the 
struggles and survival of African Americans. 

• These are people who overcame prejudice and oppression to achieve great 
things in politics, literature, music and sport.

• The advanced language is suitable for older readers, but younger readers will 
enjoy hearing the poem and looking at the images. 

 

Ruth Awolola et al. illustrated by Riya Chowdhury et al.
Rising Stars: New Young Voices in Poetry
Otter-Barry Books (Age 9–11, 12–14)

• This anthology of work by five young poets crackles with ideas. 
• Poems on big themes like borders and racism are set among poems of 

comfort.
• Strong illustrations, with influences from dystopian fiction to manga, add to 

the text. 
 

Brian Bilston illustrated by José Sanabria 
Refugees 
Palazzo (Age 9–11, 12–14)

• This long poem describes in words and colourful images the difficulties faced 
by refugees, seen from two points of view. 

• It starts with the idea that these newcomers are lazy, but when we turn the 
book upside down, we see that refugees are people just like us who need our 
help. 

• Young readers will love the rhythm and easy rhymes, and the different 
perspectives will encourage critical thinking.
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Jan Dean, Liz Brownlee and Michaela Morgan 
Reaching the Stars:  
Poems About Extraordinary Women and Girls 
Macmillan Children’s Books (Age 9–11, 12–14)

• These brand new poems celebrate the lives and achievements of extraordinary 
women and girls throughout history. 

• Some of these women are world famous, while the names of others have been 
lost to time. 

• Artists, scientists, social activists, princesses, astronauts – hundreds of lives 
are shown in these important, beautiful poems. 

Joseph Coelho illustrated by Kate Milner 
The Girl Who Became a Tree: A Story Told in Poems
Otter-Barry Books (Age 12–14, Young Adult)

• In this modern version of the Daphne myth, fourteen-year-old Daphne 
struggles with the death of her father. 

• Thrown from the library that has become her safe place, she sets out on a 
quest to heal.

• This verse novel is perfect if you enjoy surrealist writing, various forms of 
poems and detail in words and wordplay. 

Rachel Plummer illustrated by Helen Boppert
Wain: LGBT Reimaginings of Scottish Folklore 
The Emma Press (Age 12–14, Young Adult)

• These poems rewrite tales of Scottish folklore from an LGBTQ+ perspective, 
aimed at young teens. 

• Fairies, hags and changelings appear in the poems, along with stunning 
illustrations.

• The book includes interviews with the poet and the illustrator and guidance on 
writing poems.

Jason Reynolds
For Everyone 
Knights Of (Age 12–14, Young Adult)

• This is a book, a letter and a poem, written in free poetic verse – a hopeful, sad 
and thoughtful letter about a dreamer. 

• The author realises that as he ages he changes, and he looks back with a lovely 
cynical eye. 

• This book is full of honest, emotional words and thoughts – and it gets better 
every time you read it.

www.otterbarrybooks.com
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A Story Told
in Poems

Joseph Coelho  is a multi-award-winning
children’s author and poet. His debut poetry 
collection, Werewolf Club Rules (Frances 
Lincoln), won the CLiPPA Poetry Award 2015. 
Joseph has been a guest on Radio 4’s Front Row 
and has performed poems for Channel 4, Blue 
Peter and Cbeebies. He has written plays for 
young people for the Theatre Royal York, Polka 
and the Unicorn theatres. 
As well as poetry and plays, Joseph also writes
picture books. Luna Loves Library Day 
(Andersen Press) was voted one of World Book 
Day’s top 25 Picture Books to share and If All 
The World Were... (Frances Lincoln) won the 
2019 Books Are My Bag Readers Award. 
All his work has poetry and an element of 
performance at its heart, making his festival 
and school sessions dynamic occasions. Joseph 
is a staunch ambassador for Britain’s straitened 
public libraries and is also a National Poetry 
Day Ambassador. He lives in Kent.
www.thepoetryofjosephcoelho.com

Kate Milner  studied Illustration at Central  
St Martin’s before completing an MA in 
Children’s Book Illustration at Anglia Ruskin 
University. She won the V&A Illustration Award 
in 2016 and the Klaus Flugge Prize in 2018 for 
My Name is not Refugee (Barrington Stoke).  
Her latest picture book is It’s a No Money 
Day.  Kate is passionate about libraries: she 
is involved with every kind of activity from 
Storytime for toddlers to teen reading groups. 
www.katemilner.com

A story of a girl
with a hurt she can’t express.
A tale of a creature?
A tail of deepest red. 

A journey in a library
where a forest lurks.
A message that is stolen.
A fable of growing hurt. 

Daphne, grief-stricken and adrift after the 
loss of her father, finds solace in her phone 
screen and her local library. But the librarian 
and the library are not what they seem…  
a trail of nuts and a tunnel lead Daphne into 
a forest of dark memories.
A lost phone with one saved message,  
a decaying hut crammed with game consoles, 
a deceitful grizzled Creature who urges 
Daphne to ‘stay and play’, a melancholy tree 
monster – and Apollo, the cantankerous god 
of change…. Will Daphne succumb to the 
dark magic of the forest? Or can she find her 
way through the tangle of confusion and 
danger, reclaim her memories and her future 
and return to the real world, her mum and 
her friends? 

In this gripping, heart-stoppingly imaginative 
story told in poems, Joseph Coelho mixes 
real life, myth and fantasy to create a 

powerful exploration of grief and renewal.

UK £12.99
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