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At the beginning of 2021, we imagined that the year would 
bring a return to ‘normal’ after the storm of 2020. That wasn’t 
the case, but even so, I couldn’t be more proud of all that we 
achieved. 

In 2021, we focused on inclusion. We talked a lot about 
diversity and representation and, more importantly, we took 
action. We welcomed new voices to our board, celebrated books 
with characters from diverse backgrounds and set up concrete 
supports to bring more authors and illustrators from traditionally 
underrepresented backgrounds into the sector. In short, we tried 
to make all aspects of our work more welcoming, a job that we 
will continue to do far beyond the year’s end. 

We grew in more ways than one – a new team member and 
increased turnover from fundraising allowed us to increase our 
impact significantly. We hope that this report will give you some 
insight into our work that champions children’s books across the 
island of Ireland. 

We are so grateful to our funders, sponsors and partners and the 
Arts Council of Ireland who make our work possible, and to our 
members and individual donors whose support – in every sense 
of the word – keeps us going. Thank you.  

Elaina Ryan, CEO, Children’s Books Ireland

Vision, Mission  
and Values  

Our Vision  
every child a reader.
 
Our Mission

To inspire a love of reading in children and 
young people in Ireland. To share our expertise 
and enthusiasm with the adults who guide and 
influence them. To champion every child’s right 
to excellent books and live literature events and 
support the artists who make that goal possible 
across the island of Ireland. 
 

Our Values

Excellence: 
The people who make up Children’s Books Ireland 
care deeply about the work we do. We are an 
energetic, creative and flexible team, and we take 
pride in maintaining an extremely high standard 
across all our work.

 
Connection: 

Children’s Books Ireland is at the heart of the 
children’s book community. We nurture an 
ecosystem that is vital to children’s reading and 
work in partnership with like-minded people and 
organisations towards our shared vision of making 
every child a reader for life.

Warmth: 
We value kindness and inclusion within our team 
and when working with our partners. We are open, 
friendly and accessible in all our interactions and 
activities.

A Word from Our CEO 

Children’s Books Ireland is the national charity and arts 
organisation that champions every child’s right to develop 
a love of reading. Through our many activities and events 
we aim to engage young people with books, foster a 
greater understanding of the importance of books for 
young people and act as a core resource for those with 
an interest in books for children in Ireland. Our mission is 
to inspire a love of reading in children and young people 
in Ireland, to share our expertise and enthusiasm with the 
adults who guide and inf luence them, to champion every 
child’s right to excellent books and live literature events 
and support the artists who make that goal possible across 
the island of Ireland.

Continue the conversation with us at  
www.childrensbooksireland.ie where you will f ind more 
reviews, articles and up-to-the-minute news. 
 

Is é Leabhair Pháistí Éireann an carthanas agus eagraíocht 
ealaíon náisiúnta a thacaíonn leis an gceart atá ag gach 
páiste grá a chothú don léitheoireacht. Tríd an iliomad 
gníomhaíochtaí agus imeachtaí, tá sé d’aidhm againn suim 
i leabhair a spreagadh i bpáistí, tuiscint níos fearr a chothú 
ar a thábhachtaí is atá leabhair do dhaoine óga agus 
feidhmiú mar acmhainn thábhachtach do dhaoine a bhfuil 
suim acu i leabhair do pháistí in Éirinn. Is é an misean atá 
againn grá don léitheoireacht a spreagadh i bpáistí agus 
daoine óga in Éirinn, ár gcuid saineolais agus díograise a 
roinnt leis na daoine fásta a bhíonn á dteorú agus ag dul 
i gcion orthu, tacú leis an gceart atá ag gach páiste ar 
leabhair den scoth agus ar imeachtaí litríochta beo, agus 
tacú freisin leis na healaíontóirí ar fud oileán na hÉireann a 
fhágann gurbh fhéidir an sprioc sin a bhaint amach.

Bí ag comhrá linn ag www.childrensbooksireland.ie 
áit a bhfaighidh tú tuilleadh léirmheasanna, ailt agus an 
nuacht is déanaí.
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Issue 61 of Inis magazine 
published

Launch of our Strategic 
Plan 2020–2023

Digital Capacity-building 
training held for authors 
& illustrators

Finalists at the National 
Lottery #GoodCauses 

Awards

Writing workshops held 
with children in Direct 

Provision

Book-gifting to Traveller 
communities for World 
Book Day

Announcement of the 
KPMG Children’s Books 
Ireland Awards shortlist

Give Leabhar Gaeilge 
campaign with Laureate 
na nÓg

Issue 62 of Inis magazine 
published

Children’s Books 
Ireland wins Business 

to Arts: Judges Special 
Recognition Award 

Launch of 18 ‘Every Child 
a Reader’ school libraries

KPMG Children’s Books 
Ireland Awards 2022

Rainbow Reads reading list 
published with An Post for Pride

#ProperBook professional 
development events held with 

WonderFest festival

Annual refugee reading week 
campaign launched with the 

UNHCR

Bookseed baby book-gifting 
programme 2021 begins

International Laureates’ Forum

Issue 63 of Inis magazine 
published

Summer reading 
campaign with An Post

Announcement of the 
Inclusivity Partnership 
Award

Mind Yourself resource 
gifting with ESB Energy 
for Generations 

Right To Be A Reader 
campaign for school 
libraries in Budget 2022

Launch of the Free To Be 
Me: Diversity, Inclusion 
and Representation 
project with KPMG

Every Child A Reader: 
Reading Communities 
school libraries launched

 

Launch of new, improved 
website

Shh! We Have a Plan 
Symposium held at MoLI

Deliver the Joy of 
Reading campaign

Applications open for 
Raising Voices Fellowship 

Gift A Book Christmas 
fundraising campaign

Christmas book-gifting 
with KPMG

Free To Be Me school 
workshops begin with 

KPMG volunteers 

All staff and editors undertake 
plain English training with NALA

Opening of An tSlí Abhaile/ 
A Way Home exhibition with 
Siamsa Tíre and Olivia Hope

Irish Book Week illustrators in 
windows campaign

Announcement of Every Child A 
Reader: Champions of Reading

Book-gifting campaign with 
MSD Carlow

Publication of Words Ireland 
Diversity and Inclusion report 

Submissions open for the 
2022 KPMG Children’s 

Books Ireland Awards

Timeline of 2021



A Year in  
Numbers

30,000 copies of 
Free To Be Me: The 
Diversity, Inclusion 
and Representation 
Reading Guide 
published

52% increase 
in fundraised 
income on 
2020

16 artist professional 
development events 
attended by 1,171 
artists

20,270 books 
totalling €245,000 
donated to schools and 
charities in partnership 
with corporate, 
philanthropic, 
government and 
publishing partners 

8.5 million 
impressions on 
social media, 
with 99,800 
likes, shares and 
comments 

€89,500 paid 
to authors and 
illustrators in prize 
funds, commissions 
and event fees

234 children were 
prescribed their next  
great read at 30  
Children’s Books Ireland 
Book Clinics



Strategic Aim 1: 
We will  inspire and 
enable more children 
and young people to 
become readers for 
life.



Right To Be A Reader

In the lead-up to Budget 2022, we launched a campaign 
to restore the primary school library fund. The fund, 
which was removed during the 2008 financial crisis, 
had been used by primary schools to buy fresh, new 
books for their school libraries. Since its removal, many 
were struggling to stock their shelves with modern, 
representative books, with those in areas of disadvantage 
often the worst affected. 

Together with current Laureate na nÓg Áine Ní Ghlinn 
and all five of her predecessors – Siobhán Parkinson, 
Niamh Sharkey, Eoin Colfer, P.J. Lynch and Sarah 
Crossan – we launched a national campaign to reinstate 
the school library fund – #RightToBeAReader. 

We launched a full press and social media campaign, 
appearing on the radio and in national papers 
encouraging the public to get involved. We met with 
Minister for Education Norma Foley and Minister 
for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and 
Youth Roderick O’Gorman – along with other TDs – 
presenting our case for the importance of school libraries. 

In October, we were delighted to see the allocation 
of a once-off €20 million allocation in Budget 2022. 
This funding is for schools to fill their library shelves 
with brand-new reading materials. We look forward to 
working with the Department of Education, as well as 
schools across the country, to help with building up these 
libraries when the funding is released.

In numbers:

6  
Laureate na nÓgs supporting  
the campaign

320,103  
impressions on social media

3,400   
engagements on social media

9 
appearances in national media 

€20 million  
allocated to schools to stock their 
libraries in Budget 2022

‘As a child the school library was 
my lifeline, my gateway to another 

world. All children have the right to 
have access to this world, to the gift 

of reading for pleasure. If we care 
about the future of our children 

we need to see the immediate 
reinstatement of the school library 

fund.’  
– Áine Ní Ghlinn,  

Laureate na nÓg 2020-2023

    What can you do?
• We know you share our commitment to 

children’s learning and that all children  
deserve access to the world of reading. 

• So this year please lend your support to our 
campaign and restore the school library fund.

#RightToBeAReader

This year, let’s 
restore the school 
library fund in 
Budget 2022
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Finally, a little would go a long way
Allocating €10 for every primary school child in the country to help schools buy 
books for their libraries – including audio and picturebooks – means a Budget 
2022 allocation of only €5.68m. This modest investment can open up a lifetime 
of possibility and excitement for children. 

Follow us on social media!

childrensbooksireland  

@KidsBooksIrel

@kidsbooksirel

CBI-Children’s Books Ireland
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Book Clinics

Our Children’s Books Ireland Book Clinics continued to 
connect young readers all over Ireland with brilliant books 
in 2021. We kept our Book Clinics mostly online due to 
coronavirus restrictions, reaching hundreds of families in their 
homes with expert book advice. 

Thanks to funds from The Arts Council Capacity Building 
Scheme, our team of Book Doctors learned how to hold Clinics 
that are accessible to children with additional reading or sensory 
needs. This training was given by AsIAm, Dyslexia Ireland and 
ADHD Ireland. We also trained up our very first Irish language 
Doctúir Leabhar, meaning that families who speak Irish at 
home can now attend a Clinic Leabhar. 

Refugee Reading 
Week 
To mark World Refugee Day on 20 June, children’s 
author Jane Mitchell helped to launch our annual 
refugee reading campaign with the United Nations 
Refugee Agency. Over 200 libraries and bookshops took 
part in the campaign, which encouraged young readers 
to pick up a book and see the world through the eyes of 
the world’s 25 million refugees. Our refugee reading list, 
Together with Refugees, can be downloaded from the 
Our Recommendations section of our website.  

children’s  
books ireland 
reading list
 TOGETHER WITH REFUGEES
REFUGEE READING CA MPAIGN LIST

AGE RANGE 0–YA 

#EveryChildaReader

#WithRefugees
#WorldRefugeeDay
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In numbers:

234  
children met with the Book Doctor

30 
Book Clinics held, with 

27 over Zoom and 

3 in-person 

https://childrensbooksireland.ie/our-recommendations


‘There was a real buzz of excitement in the 
centre after the workshops, and the work 

that the children created was the topic 
of conversation. Parents wanted to know 

more and children proudly displayed the 
art that they created. The parents here 
really appreciate the project and were 
very clear that they want the beautiful 

books to be minded and treated carefully 
so that they last longer. It’s great to see 

their engagement and appreciation of the 
library.’   

– Facilitator at participating Direct Provision centre

Workshops  
with Children in  
Direct Provision

With support from The Ireland Funds, we teamed up with 
Riverbank Arts Centre to provide children living in Direct 
Provision in Newbridge, Kildare, with a creative outlet over the 
2021 mid-term break. 

Children’s picturebook creator Mary Murphy and author 
Debbie Thomas led a series of art workshops with the children, 
with all art supplies and materials gifted to the centre. The 
centre also received a library of new books for the children and 
young people living there, which will be treasured for years to 
come. 

To celebrate their return to school, all participating children 
took part in creating a ten-metre-long Monster Doodle, a shared 
work of art which was hung in a common area of the centre for 
all to enjoy. Watch the video on the Children’s Book Ireland 
YouTube channel.

In numbers:

449 books gifted to babies, 
children and young people living in 
Direct Provision

89% of children agreed that the 
workshops made them want to read 
more

100% of parents said their 
children are more interested in the 
books in the library

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5790RXVwbDU
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrSA79e05ZARNF20SdaRwjg


KPMG  
Reading Hero Award

As in 2020, nominations for the 2021 KPMG Reading 
Hero Award poured in from teachers, librarians, parents 
and guardians, all keen to recognise the efforts of the 
brilliant young readers in their lives. Pupils in schools 
across the country got creative in our six Reading Hero 
competitions: designing book covers, writing short 
stories and imagining themselves in their favourite 
books. KPMG staff created videos for schools around 
the books on the awards shortlist, helping to build 
excitement about reading in classrooms and at home.

The KPMG Reading Hero Award winner, announced 
at the online KPMG Children’s Books Ireland Awards 
ceremony, was Dean Porter, age 11, from Drumfries, 
County Donegal. Dean was nominated by his teacher, 
Róisín Walsh, for keeping his passion for reading even as 
he was forced to miss school.

In numbers: 

400  
#ReadingHero  
competition entries

‘As soon as I read about the award, 
Dean popped into my mind as he is 
one of the most avid readers I have 

ever had the privilege to teach in 
my more than 30 years’ experience. 

Dean had a serious operation for 
scoliosis and missed school for a 
number of months. However, he 

kept reading and kept reading and 
when he returned full time to the 

classroom, there were virtually no 
gaps in his education.’ 

– Róisín Walsh,  
Dean Porter’s teacher at Scoil Naomh Pádraig



Book Gifting

Our book-gifting projects are a core part of what we do: 
giving children who would not otherwise have access 
to books the opportunity to become lifelong readers. 
Reading has the power to change lives, with research 
showing that reading for fun in childhood improves 
literacy and numeracy skills, empathy and mental 
wellbeing. Above all, it sparks imagination and delight, 
opening up a world of excitement for children and young 
people. 

Unfortunately, for every school and charity that we 
reach with the joy of new books, there are thousands 
that still badly need our support. Following our school 
book-gifting callout in September 2021, we received 
762 applications for these projects, and over 1,200 
applications for book-gifting projects overall. This is a 
huge increase on the 400 applications we received in 
2020, and shows once again the great need for quality 
books in schools.

In their applications, teachers described empty shelves, 
purchasing books out of their own pockets and scouring 
charity shops. It is with that need in mind that we called 
on the government to reinstate the school library fund in 
our Right To Be A Reader campaign. 

In numbers:

20,270   
books gifted in 2021

€245,000  
worth of books donated to schools and 
charities 

79 primary and secondary schools 
across Ireland 

1,200 applications for our  
book-gifting projects

17,088 pupils reached with new books

€43,250  
paid in fees to children’s authors and 
illustrators for school visits, workshops 
and videos to build excitement about 
reading 



Every Child A 
Reader 

Thanks to generous additional support from a donor-
advised fund with The Ireland Funds, the Irish 
Copyright Licensing Agency and others, we could choose 
eighteen schools to work with in 2021, increased from 
our original four Robert Dunbar Memorial Library 
schools in 2020. In April, we were delighted to announce 
the Every Child A Reader project, bringing several of our 
school library book-gifting programmes together under 
one name.

The goal of the Every Child A Reader project was to 
work with a select number of schools to develop a 
sustainable culture of reading there, through book 
gifting, artist visits, reading challenges and home 
outreach. Each school received an Every Child A Reader 
library of 180–200 brand-new books, chosen to include a 
wide range of reading levels, subjects and formats. 

We commissioned leading Irish author–illustrator Chris 
Judge to design our Every Child A Reader materials – 
bunting, posters, booklets, bookmarks and stickers – to 
decorate classrooms on the library launch day. 

Authors, illustrators and storytellers were recruited as 
Champions of Reading and each matched to a school, 
where they led online workshops and made videos, 
encouraging pupils to engage with their new library. 
Classes undertook ten reading challenges, and once these 
were complete, they were granted an additional €1,000 
to spend on even more books! 

‘I read every day. I like to read before bed 
to help me sleep and have good dreams’ 

– Boy, Second Class 

‘I wanted to say the books are amazing as 
they let your imagination run free’ 

– Boy, Second Class 

‘I loved this project, but I am a reader. 
I know it has helped in my room as the 

book fair came in June and for the first 
time ever one of my children chose to 

buy a book and was excited about it (he is 
in Third Class, and I have had him since 

Junior Infants) – success!’
– teacher from an Every Child A Reader school

In numbers:

18 schools and 

3,987  
pupils reached 

5,409  
new books gifted to school libraries

17 artists worked with schools as 
Champions of Reading

107 artist workshops took place in 
schools, with nearly 

2,150  
students participating

childrensbooksireland.ie



Every Child A 
Reader: Reading 
Communities

We were thrilled to be chosen as one of three charity 
partners for the 2020 RTÉ Toy Show Appeal, which was 
distributed by The Community Foundation for Ireland 
to organisations supporting children across the country. 
Thanks to the RTÉ Toy Show Appeal, we expanded our 
Every Child A Reader project, creating a bespoke three-
year programme for four schools in Ireland – our Every 
Child A Reader: Reading Community schools. 

Our Every Child A Reader: Reading 
Community schools

St Brendan’s NS, Kilmeena, Mayo

Scoil Chroí Íosa, Newcastle, Galway 

Scoil na Croise Naofa, Mahon, Cork

St Joseph’s NS, Dundalk, Louth

We’re using this extraordinary opportunity to engage 
deeply with the students, staff and community of 
the school, giving them a substantial collection of 
contemporary books that reflects the diversity and 
inclusiveness of modern Ireland, and allowing them to 
participate fully in initiatives which encourage a lifelong 
love of reading. In September, the schools launched 
their ‘starter libraries’ of 220 books to great excitement. 
Together with their teachers, fellow pupils and Children’s 
Books Ireland staff, Student Advisory Groups will 
inform how the school works with their Champion 
of Reading and will help to select books for their new 
libraries, creating a sense of ownership for pupils.

Our four Champions of Reading, Kim Sharkey, Sarah 
Moore Fitzgerald, E.R. Murray and Tarsila Krüse, have 
met with classes both in-person and over Zoom, leading 
workshops and planning projects with the pupils. Over 
the next three years, they will continue to work closely 
with their Reading Community schools to build a buzz 
around reading for fun and encourage pupils’ creativity.

 ‘Since the project has started, our 
children have discovered a whole new 

world of reading. We have witnessed 
reluctant readers flourish and the 

feedback from their families has been 
nothing but exceptional. The whole 
community have embraced the new 

library – it has been such a ray of light 
in a community that has suffered 

greatly during the last two years due to 
the pandemic. As a principal of a DEIS 

school for the past twenty years, this 
programme  is without doubt the best 
programme that our school has been 

involved in. We look forward to many 
exciting times ahead.’

–Principal Michael Carney, St Brendan’s NS, Co Mayo

In numbers:

4,400  
new books over three 
years

880 new books in 2021

4 primary schools 

4 Champions of Reading

986 pupils reached with 
the joy of reading

36 workshops and  

13 school visits so far 

1 new Children’s Books 
Ireland staff member



Bookseed

Our Bookseed baby book-gifting programme was 
completed in 2021, having gifted families across 
Limerick with hundreds of new books to read at home 
with their babies. With a particular effort to target 
those who missed out due to Covid-19 closures, parents 
and guardians were encouraged to collect bookbags 
containing three books each and a copy of our Bookseed 
reading guide from their local branches of Limerick City 
and County Libraries. Free Bookseed events for Limerick 
families also took place on Zoom over the summer.  

In numbers:

€75,000  
invested by the JP McManus Benevolent 
Fund and Rethink Ireland in the project

2,000  
babies in Limerick reached  
with new books

World Book Day 
 
To mark World Book Day last year, we made a special 
gift of 1,100 books to children and young people in 
the Traveller community. A variety of high-quality 
picturebooks and early readers were gifted to families 
through outreach services around the country, including 
the Tipperary Rural Travellers Project, West Limerick 
Resources, the Donegal Travellers Project, Pavee Point 
and Involve Youth Services. 

This project was funded by our Gift A Book Christmas 
fundraising appeal in 2020, which asked supporters to 
donate €12 and gift a book to a child who needs it. The 
O’Brien Press and Walker Books also donated 100 copies 
each of their World Book Day titles to the project.

‘The excitement the children had at being 
gifted these colourful, modern, fresh books 

out of the blue was incredible. The books 
brought smiles to all of their faces, with many 

children owning for the first time in their 
lives a brand new book, a book that they could 

write their name on and tuck under their 
pillow at night. We are so thrilled to be gifted 

further books for these children on World 
Book Day – they will treasure them.’

 – Nuala Martin of Tipperary Rural Travellers Project

1

childrensbooksireland.ie



Mind Yourself 

We continue to draw on our Mind Yourself project, 
particularly the Mind Yourself: The Mental Health and 
Wellbeing Reading Guide, in many of our initiatives 
to support the wellbeing of young readers in Ireland. 
Created in 2020 in response to the difficulties 
experienced by children and young people during the 
coronavirus pandemic, Mind Yourself acts as a ‘mental 
health first aid kit’ for worries, sadness, loneliness and 
other big feelings. 

In October, two Carlow primary schools were gifted 
over 700 new books from the Mind Yourself reading 
guide, thanks to the generous support of MSD Carlow. 
These schools were chosen because of their DEIS status, 
meaning a higher percentage of students in these schools 
are experiencing disadvantage. Each child in St Finian’s 
National School Garryhill and Carlow Educate Together 
National School received a book of their own to keep, 
along with a gift bag including a copy of Mind Yourself, a 
bookmark, stickers and some fun stationery, packed and 
delivered to schools by MSD Carlow volunteers. 

Thanks to support from the ESB Energy for Generations 
Fund, we also gifted €10,000 worth of specially designed 
reading packs to summer camps and activities for 
children nationwide who are living in marginalised 
or disadvantaged communities, or otherwise difficult 
circumstances. The books and resources were carefully 
selected from the Mind Yourself project and were sent 
out in July to be shared and used during summer camps 
and activities.

‘Being part of the community here in 
Carlow is hugely important to the team at 

MSD and we believe that this particular 
project will hopefully play a key role in 
encouraging a love of reading in these 

young children. We are delighted to have 
had this opportunity to support our local 

community with this project and would 
like to thank the team at Children’s 
Books Ireland for all their help and 

support.’ 
– Minnie Martin, Site Lead, MSD Carlow

The Mental Health and  
Wellbeing Reading Guide
Treoir Léitheoireachta le haghaidh  
Sláinte agus Folláine Mheabhrach

Mind Yourself
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Gift A Book 

Following the success of Christmas 2020’s Books Make 
Things Better project, we were delighted to gift over 
4,800 books to children in need again in 2021. This 
project was delivered with our partners KPMG and 
distributed with help from national and local charities, 
as well as with donations from an appeal held by The 
Curved House publishers in the UK.  

These gifts were delivered to thirty-three locations across 
Ireland, targeting children and families in homelessness 
services, hospitals, Direct Provision centres and Traveller 
communities. After another difficult year for many 
families, it made sure every child had a present waiting 
for them on Christmas Day. Our Gift A Book Christmas 
fundraising public appeal raised €5,500 in individual 
donations, which will be used to buy books for even 
more children in 2022.  

‘Children in Hospital Ireland were thrilled 
to receive the wonderful books which our 

volunteers distributed to children and 
young people in hospitals across Ireland. 

Hospital can be a difficult time for children 
and their families and by giving books, 

we know that the experience of hospital is 
made a little easier. As play materials and 

books have been restricted in hospitals due 
to infection control over the past eighteen 

months, these beautiful new books were 
particularly welcome and help to create 

a sense of normality and provide a break 
from the hospital routine. Thank you to all 

in Children’s Books Ireland for making the 
books available!’

Anna Gunning, CEO, Children in Hospital Ireland

In numbers:

4,860 books gifted

31 charity partners, 
including Barnardos, 
Focus Ireland, St Vincent 
de Paul and Children in 
Hospital Ireland

€5,500 raised for 
book-gifting projects in 
2022



Strategic Aim 2: 
We will  support artists 
who create stories for 
children and young 
people.



As for most in the Irish creative sector, working conditions 
for children’s artists remained difficult in 2021. Lockdowns 
and coronavirus restrictions continued to cause delays in 
book releases. Events, such as school and library visits, were 
cancelled, leaving many authors and illustrators without a key 
source of income. 

Our team worked hard to support authors and illustrators 
wherever we could, commissioning artwork, providing 
professional development workshops, holding networking 
events and seeking out opportunities for paid work for artists 
wherever possible. To make sure that we were focusing our 
efforts where they were most needed, we continued to survey 
children’s artists at regular intervals on their needs and 
experiences.

‘Unfortunately my début book came out just 
two weeks into lockdown, so I effectively lost 

most of the promotion and buzz there would 
otherwise have been around it. The Belfast 

launch was cancelled, an introduction to 
Dublin bookshops with the Walker Books 

publicist was cancelled, any kind of in-person 
event was cancelled. When the first lockdown 
ended I discovered that copies hadn’t yet been 
shipped to Ireland – all stuck in a warehouse 

in England. Children’s Books Ireland and 
WonderFest both helped immensely in getting 

the word out.’ 
– Marianne McShane, children’s author

Artist Surveys

Our own evaluations showed 
that:

1 in every 2  
children’s artists experienced a 
loss of income during 2021 

62% had events cancelled due 
to the pandemic

27% had a book release 
delayed due to the pandemic

31% reported having lost 
opportunities due to the 
pandemic

74% said our initiatives & 
events were useful in combatting 
these effects 

#ProperBook: 285 attendees 
in 2021



Throughout the year, our monthly Artists’ Coffee Mornings 
continued to provide children’s authors and illustrators all over 
Ireland with a sense of connection, community and comfort. 

As the novelty of the ‘new normal’ gave way to the boredom 
and loneliness of long-term remote working, our monthly 
virtual meet-ups became a regular port of call for many 
children’s authors and illustrators all over the island of Ireland 
and abroad. Each month, we invited a guest speaker from the 
world of Irish children’s books to present to the group, from 
fellow artists to industry professionals to members of our own 
team. Q&As, break-out rooms and open discussions gave those 
attending the space to share their experiences in a warm and 
supportive atmosphere. 

‘It was wonderful to be 
in contact with other 

children’s writers and 
illustrators. I’m so grateful 

to Children’s Books Ireland 
for making it happen. They 
were so quick to respond to 
the situation and provide a 

sort of shelter for us during 
the Covid storm.’  

– Nicola Pierce, children’s author

‘What a difference you  
have made with your 

fantastic writer-illustrator 
café sessions. It’s so nice 

to feel in touch with the 
community even though 

we’re still quite separate.’ 
– Olivia Hope, début picturebook author

‘The coffee 
mornings have 
been a lifeline 

in the Covid 
times.’ 

 – Michelle McCormack, 
aspiring children’s author

Artists’  Coffee 
Mornings

In numbers:

11  
monthly Artists’ Coffee 
Mornings in 2021

547 attendees



During the pandemic, we received funding to support writers 
and illustrators across Ireland through The Arts Council 
Capacity Building Support Scheme. These funds meant that we 
could design and host a series of free Digital Capacity Building 
webinars with Poetry Ireland, for children’s artists delivering 
online programmes to children and young people. The webinars 
dealt with everything from hosting online content to video 
editing and cybersafety, helping participants become more 
comfortable with working digitally as coronavirus restrictions 
continued to limit in-person events.

Words Ireland 

Children’s Books Ireland is part of Words Ireland, a group of 
seven Irish literature organisations that work together for the 
advancement of writers and illustrators. In May 2021, Words 
Ireland surveyed Ireland’s writers, illustrators and literature-
sector workers for the first time in over a decade. 

Our goal was to better understand the experiences of those 
working in the sector, from pay and working conditions to 
diversity and inclusion. The findings highlight a number of 
inequalities and imbalances in the sector and were presented at 
the survey launch in October. 

This launch was followed by the creation of a draft Charter 
for Inclusion in the Literature Sector and a series of Diversity, 
Equality and Inclusion webinars.

‘Thanks to Children’s Books 
Ireland and Poetry Ireland 
for all this support. We are 
forever up-skilling for the 

newest social media “thing” 
and it takes so much time 

and investment, often with 
no obvious financial return. 

It is great to have targeted 
workshops and to have them 

provided free.’

 – workshop participant 

Digital Capacity 
Building 

In numbers:

€25,622  is the average earning 
of emerging, mid-career and established 
writers and illustrators in Ireland

66% of respondents from 
underrepresented groups relied on other 
income streams to support their writing

21% of respondents not identifying as 
part of underrepresented groups got their 
first paid job following unpaid work

10% of writers and illustrators had 
faced discriminatory attitudes in the 
sector

100%  
felt more confident 
in delivering online 
content after 
attending our Digital 
Capacity Building 
workshops 



Irish Book Week 

Irish Book Week, run by Bookselling Ireland and 
Publishing Ireland, is a national celebration of our 
vibrant and creative Irish book industry. This year, 
we thought we’d do something a little bit different to 
showcase the incredible talent of illustrators in Ireland.

With funding from the Arts Council Commissions 
Award, we matched up ten Irish children’s illustrators 
with ten independent bookshops. After consulting with 
the public to decide a theme, each illustrator designed 
and painted a bookshop window in their own style, 
creating ten accessible, impermanent works of art.

These live drawings took place throughout the week, all 
over the country, attracting attention from both national 
media and passersby.

‘Creating Draíocht an Fhómhair – 
The Magic of Autumn for An Siopa 

Leabhar’s window was crucial to keep 
me working in the world of children’s 

books during the pandemic. As a 
learner of Irish I aimed to create 

work that would invite passersby to 
unexpectedly meet with the magic and 
comfort of reading, be it on a Luas ride 

or simply walking by.’  
– Tarsila Krüse, children’s illustrator

‘Like most artists since March 2020, I suddenly found myself 
working from home full time. One of the things I have most 

missed was art and children’s books events both for work and 
socially. I didn’t realise just how important this community 

is to me and how it helps me in my work and mentally. So 
it was a joy to be included as one of the artists asked to 

take part in the Illustrators in Bookshop Windows project 
by Children’s Books Ireland. I spent a wonderful day with 
Bob in the Gutter Bookshop creating a large artwork from 

scratch, something I haven’t done in so long. I loved seeing 
all of the other windows created by the other illustrators. It 

felt like a first glimpse back into the world we are looking 
forward to seeing again soon. Many thanks to Children’s 

Books Ireland, Bookselling Ireland and the Arts Council for 
bringing this amazing project to life.’

– Chris Judge, children’s picturebook creator

In numbers:

10 
Irish bookshops 

10  
illustrators  

€20,000  
paid to artists



An tSlí Abhaile/ 
A Way Home

We were delighted to assist the National Folk Theatre of 
Ireland, Siamsa Tíre, and author Olivia Hope with the 
creation of their extraordinary ‘pandemic project’ – An 
tSlí Abhaile/A Way Home. Originally a way to support 
Irish creatives with work during lockdown, An tSlí 
Abhaile brought together twenty Irish illustrators and 
tasked them with bringing Olivia’s Samhain story to life. 
The results were extraordinary. 

In October, the child-centred immersive exhibition in 
Siamsa Tíre, Tralee, was unveiled, each panel depicting 
an artist’s unique interpretation of a scene from the story. 

An tSlí Abhaile/A Way Home was turned into a radio 
play which aired on RTÉJr and was featured in the 
January 2021 issue of Inis magazine.



Shh! We Have a Plan 
Symposium

As our annual international conference remained on hold 
due to pandemic restrictions, we were still committed to 
coming together in some capacity to share our passion 
for children’s books. And so Shh! We Have a Plan: 
A Deadly Serious Symposium on the playful art of 
Children’s Literature was created. In partnership with 
MoLI: Museum of Literature Ireland, we held a hybrid 
day-long event centred around the art of the picturebook. 

Internationally acclaimed artists Chris Haughton, 
Daishu Ma and Jon Klassen joined for a panel 
discussion, while industry professionals, academics and 
staff members from Children’s Books Ireland and MoLI 
gave a series of talks. The Annual Children’s Books 
Ireland Award was awarded to Marian Keyes, Senior 
Executive Librarian at dlr LexIcon.

In numbers:

240 attended, 

24 in person and 

216 watched online



2021 marked the second year in our three-year-long partnership 
with KPMG on the KPMG Children’s Books Ireland Awards. 
Due to continued restrictions on in-person events, the shortlist 
announcement and winners ceremony both took place online. 
The award winners were announced by Rick O’Shea as part of 
the International Literature Festival Dublin. 

Book of the Year Award Winner:  
Deirdre Sullivan and Karen Vaughan for  
Savage Her Reply

Honour Award for Fiction Winner:  
Pádraig Kenny for The Monsters of Rookhaven

Honour Award for Illustration Winner:  
P.J. Lynch for The Haunted Lake

Eilís Dillon Award Winner:  
Oein DeBhairduin for Why the Moon Travels 

The Judges’ Special Award Winner:  
Oein DeBhairduin and Leanne McDonagh for  
Why the Moon Travels

The Junior Juries’ Award Winner:  
Ciara Smyth for The Falling in Love Montage

The KPMG Children’s Books Ireland Awards are presented 
in partnership with KPMG Ireland and generously supported 
by the Arts Council of Ireland, the Arts Council of Northern 
Ireland and Ecclesiastical Ireland.

‘It means a huge amount as a writer to 
receive recognition from an organisation 

like Children’s Books Ireland that does 
such necessary and powerful work 

for Ireland’s young readers. Savage 
Her Reply  was a book that allowed me 

to interrogate old stories, but also to 
connect with them and the vast amount 

they still have to offer us. Aífe’s isolation 
from the world around her, her struggles 
with her mental health and the abuse she 
experiences as a young woman are oddly 

prescient right now.’ 

 – Deirdre Sullivan, winner of the KPMG Children’s Books Ireland 
Book of the Year Award

‘It was a wonderful awards ceremony and 
a pleasure to be part of it. The children 

also really enjoyed it. The amount of 
work and planning that would have gone 

into organising all those contributions 
from Junior Jurors was palpable and it 

was wonderful to hear how articulate and 
passionate the readers were.’   

– Junior Jury leader

KPMG Children’s Books 
Ireland Awards

In numbers:

95% increase in books gifted, with 

1,328 books gifted to 45 schools 

€23,150 paid out to artists in award 
prizes and fees 

6,920 Junior Jurors took part in 
Junior Juries programme. 

865 viewed the awards ceremony 
online

99 books submitted to our panel of 
judges



Laureate na nÓg Áine Ní Ghlinn reached the second year 
of her tenure in 2021, continuing her mission to ‘lift the 
cloak of invisibility’ from Irish language children’s books and 
to promote reading for pleasure as Gaeilge, not simply for 
‘homework’. 

This began with ‘Give Leabhar Gaeilge’ – a call to adults to 
give a child they know the gift of a high-quality contemporary 
children’s book in Irish during Seachtain na Gaeilge. A list of 
eight excellent leabhair Ghaeilge, recommended by the Laureate 
na nÓg, was made available in bookshops across the country 
in partnership with Dubray Books. The list was supported with 
a series of videos featuring Áine explaining her choices and 
giving recommendations for further reading. 

In September, Áine’s flagship project as Laureate na nÓg was 
formally announced: An Bosca Leabharlainne. Beginning in 
Spring 2022, this all-island book-gifting scheme will see sets of 
twenty five high-quality Irish language books – 55,000 books 
in total – gifted to primary and secondary schools in Ireland 
and Northern Ireland. Use of the boscaí in classrooms will be 
supported by a specially designed resource pack, filled with 
activities and ideas to help pupils engage with the books. Video 
workshops will also be available free of charge on the Laureate 
na nÓg website, featuring authors Sadhbh Devlin, Muireann 
Ní Chíobháin and Máire Zepf. An Bosca Leabharlainne is 
being carried out in partnership with Foras na Gaeilge and The 
Arts Council. 

The Laureate na nÓg also took part in the International 
Laureates Forum, which was established in November 2020 to 
connect children’s laureates around the world. In May, Áine 
Ní Ghlinn met virtually with the children’s laureates from 
Australia, Italy, the Netherlands, the UK, Sweden and Wales, 
each sharing their experience of working as children’s laureate 
during the coronavirus pandemic. 

Laureate na nÓg is an initiative of the Arts Council. It is 
managed and delivered on the council’s behalf by Children’s 
Books Ireland, and also supported by the Arts Council of 
Northern Ireland and the Department of Children, Equality, 
Disability, Integration and Youth. By honouring an artist 
of exceptional talent and commitment, Laureate na nÓg 
champions and celebrates literature for children and young 
people, inspiring generations of writers, illustrators and readers.

Laureate na nÓg

https://childrenslaureate.ie/


We have twenty-five years of experience in running events for 
children and adults with an interest in children’s books. Over 
the years, we have gathered feedback telling us what does and 
doesn’t work when it comes to staging events and activities for 
different age groups. Since the increase in digital events due to 
the pandemic, we also wanted to make sure that authors and 
illustrators knew what to expect, and what to ask for, when 
taking on an event. 

In 2021, we put together two new resources with guidance on 
holding events, both in person and online. Event Guidelines 
for Venues and Fees and Conditions for Digital Events with 
Children can both be accessed in the Event Guidelines section 
of our website.

The Raising Voices 
Fellowship

In November, we were delighted to announce the Raising 
Voices fellowship, a tailored professional development 
programme for authors and illustrators from underrepresented 
backgrounds in children’s books. The six Raising Voices fellows 
were announced in February 2022 and will receive a host of 
creative and practical supports to help them carve out a career 
in children’s books. This includes one-on-one mentorship, 
detailed critique from industry experts, a tailored programme 
of events and workshops and a week-long residency at the 
Tyrone Guthrie Centre at Annaghmakerrig. 

The Raising Voices Fellowship is presented in partnership with 
Dublin Book Festival, Illustrators Ireland, Publishing Ireland 
and the Tyrone Guthrie Centre at Annaghmakerrig. It is fully 
funded by The Arts Council’s Capacity Building Support 
Scheme. 

Event Guidelines 

https://childrensbooksireland.ie/resources-ideas/event-guidelines-venues


Strategic Aim 3: 
We will  share our 
expertise and 
enthusiasm with 
adults who inf luence 
children’s reading.



Free To Be Me: The 
Diversity, Inclusion 
and Representation 
Reading Project 

Launched in September with lead sponsors KPMG, Free 
To Be Me: the Diversity, Inclusion and Representation 
Reading Guide, the heart of the Free To Be Me reading 
project, celebrates diverse and inclusive stories for 
children and young people all over the island of Ireland. 

The guide contains reviews of over 360 books, chosen for 
their representation of diverse themes and characters. The 
index in the back of the guide sorts each title by reading 
age and theme. Artwork from illustrator Ashwin Chacko 
brought the project to life, with his cast of diverse 
characters ‘captured in a moment of joy’. 

We understand that how children read can be just as 
important as what they read. To make sure that everyone 
is included in this reading project, we developed an 
accessible edition of the Free To Be Me reading guide 
which uses larger size text, reviews written in plain 
English and a simplified layout. Together with National 
Council for the Blind of Ireland (NCBI), we also 
developed a database of available formats (audiobooks, 
braille books and so on), as well as a list of translations 
for the books reviewed in the guide. This database is 
available on our website, along with the standard and 
accessible editions of the reading guide. In numbers:

30,000 copies of the  
Free To Be Me reading guide published 

4,300 books gifted to schools 

through 43 Little Libraries 

12 KPMG staff engagement sessions 

Over 1.5m social media impressions  
of #FreeToBeMe

Trending #7 on Irish Twitter  
on launch day

‘We’ve just received our parcels of books from your 
Free To Be Me package, and they are glorious! I find it 
difficult to express how wonderful this will be for the 

school, for the children, and for the staff. The books 
themselves are absolutely beautiful but the breadth of 

representation contained within is the real treasure. 
Here, each of the children in our diverse school can 
see themselves, often in many different books, and 

this is something of a rarity for some. Here, there 
are books with different faces and backgrounds, 

abilities and stories. There really is something for 
everyone. Many thanks for running this programme, 

for selecting us and especially to Citi for generously 
funding our Little Library.’

– Caroline Garvin, Teacher at St Mary’s NS, Fairview

The Diversity, Inclusion and 
Representation Reading Guide
An Treoir Léitheoireachta maidir le 
hÉagsúlacht, Cuimsiú agus Léiriú

ag cothú léitheoirí

chi ldren’s
books
ire land
every child a reader

leabhair
pháist í
é i reann



Free To Be Me: The 
Diversity, Inclusion 
and Representation 
Reading Project 

Ready for launch
The September launch day was widely covered in 
national and regional media, appearing in The Irish 
Times and the Irish Examiner and on RTE.ie. The hashtag 
#FreeToBeMe trended on Twitter, with support from 
figures like Councillor Alison Gilliland, the Lord Mayor 
of Dublin, author Eoin Colfer and RTÉ’s Rick O’Shea. 

Bookshops and libraries across the country decorated 
their windows with bunting and a month-long Free 
To Be Me display appeared in the window of Hodges 
Figgis. A copy of Free To Be Me: The Diversity, Inclusion 
and Representation Reading Guide was sent to every 
primary and secondary school on the island of Ireland, 
in partnership with the Irish Copyright Licensing 
Agency, The O’Brien Press and the Education Authority 
Northern Ireland. Copies were also available for free 
through every public library in the Republic of Ireland.

Little Libraries
With support from KPMG, William Fry, Citi, The 
Ireland Funds and the Department of Children, 
Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, Free To Be 
Me Little Libraries of a hundred books chosen from the 
guide were gifted to forty-three schools across Ireland 
and Northern Ireland. In December, KPMG volunteers 
began a series of online workshops with seven of these 
schools, building excitement about reading and helping 
pupils engage with the core themes of Free To Be Me.

‘As a member of the LGBT community 
myself it was positively overwhelming 

setting up the library because I know 
our children of today will get so much 

comfort and education from these 
books. When I was in school there 

wasn’t any literature or representation 
of diversity of any sort and that made 

growing up a challenge at times. These 
books will have such a positive impact 

on so many young people and families.’
– Nadine Doherty, teacher at Presentation Primary Warrenmount



Good Reads Before 
Goodnights 
 
Following the success of the ImagineNation campaign in 
2020, our partnership with An Post continued last year 
with our bedtime reading campaign, Good Reads Before 
Goodnights. The campaign, which launched during the 
summer, encouraged families to make reading a part 
of their everyday routine by reading a book together at 
bedtime. 

The Good Reads Before Goodnights reading guide helps 
parents, guardians and carers to make reading together 
at bedtime a positive and calming part of their day. A list 
of ‘Top Tips’ gives advice on everything from choosing 
the perfect book to working reading into the bedtime 
routine. The guide contains ninety-six book reviews for 
ages 0–12, all chosen to bring comfort as they settle 
down to sleep. 

To celebrate the launch of the campaign, we held a 
special family day in Airfield in July. Children of all ages 
met with the Children’s Books Ireland Book Doctor, 
leaving with a recommendation for their next great read. 
Author Shane Hegarty and illustrator Mary Murphy 
brought their bedtime stories to life with an interactive 
read-along for families, while eighty-five books from 
the guide were gifted to families on the day and in 
competitions on social media. 

Rainbow Reads 
Produced in 2020 in partnership with An Post, Rainbow 
Reads was updated in 2021 and relaunched for Pride. 
The list, which highlights LGBTQ+ inclusive titles for 
young readers featured even more titles celebrating love, 
acceptance and families of all kinds.

ag cothú léitheoirí
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children’s  
books ireland 
reading list
 Rainbow Reads
AGE RANGE 0–YA



Deliver the Joy of 
Reading 

Our festive reading guide, Deliver the Joy of Reading, 
was launched in November to encourage shoppers across 
Ireland to gift an Irish children’s book at Christmas. 
After another record year in children’s books, we wanted 
to support Irish publishers, booksellers, authors and 
illustrators by highlighting the brilliant books on offer in 
bookshops across the country. 

The guide brought together over 140 reviews of books 
from the year in English and as Gaeilge, nearly forty 
of which were débuts. Established authors Chris 
Haughton, Oliver Jeffers and Laureate na nÓg Áine 
Ní Ghlinn were joined by newcomers Adiba Jaigirdar, 
David McCullagh and Emer O’Neill, with these débuts 
highlighted for readers within the guide by a megaphone 
symbol. The beautiful cover artwork was designed by 
author–illustrator Flora Delargy, who is shortlisted for 
the KPMG Children’s Books Ireland Awards 2022 for 
her début book, Rescuing Titanic: A True Story of Quiet 
Bravery in the North Atlantic.

Deliver the Joy of Reading was promoted on social 
media through a ‘12 Days of Christmas’ giveaway in 
partnership with thirteen UK and Irish publishers and 
through media coverage on RTÉ Today, Today with 
Claire Byrne and in The Irish Independent and The Irish 
Times. This project was funded by the Arts Council of 
Northern Ireland. 

In numbers:

4,800 copies distributed  
through bookshops and Libraries NI

140 new reviews 

56 reviewers

40 début authors  
and illustrators

10 features in Irish media 

+ 100,000  
impressions on social media



Classroom Resources 

Supporting schools with high-quality classroom 
resources remained a key strategic focus in 2021.  
Through our school projects, outreach and national 
media coverage, we continued to build a network 
of teachers, principals, school librarians and other 
influential adults who share our enthusiasm for inspiring 
a love of reading in childhood and beyond. 

Our Free To Be Me resource packs were produced as 
part of the wider Free To Be Me project, which celebrates 
diversity, representation and inclusion in books for 
children and young people aged 0–18. The resource 
packs were built for use in primary and secondary 
schools and encourage conversations to develop a deeper 
understanding of our Free To Be Me themes.

To help teachers introduce conversations about mental 
health and wellbeing with their students, we created the 
Mind Yourself resource pack. Working as a companion 
to Mind Yourself: The Mental Health and Wellbeing 
Reading Guide, the pack explores twenty-one of the 
books from the guide with questions, activities and other 
suggested resources. Children’s authors and illustrators 
also filmed a series of instructional videos to guide 
teachers through classroom activities, from breathing 
exercises to sensory storytelling.

Class Reads was launched in May, after consulting 
with teachers at primary and secondary level in the 
Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. Designed to 
help teachers find excellent class novels, Class Reads is 
a package of recommended reading lists broken down 
by class groupings. These lists include texts in English 
and Irish and highlight excellent artists, including many 
from the island of Ireland. Each Class Reads list is 
supported by a tailored resource pack and free Creative 
Workshop videos from leading children’s artists. This 
project was funded by the Department of Tourism, 
Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media.

All of the above resources are free to access under the 
Resources & Ideas section of our website.

https://childrensbooksireland.ie/resources-ideas/resources-schools-libraries


Website

As the size of our projects continued to grow, it 
became clear that our website, which hosts all of our 
publications, reviews, resources and news, could no 
longer do everything that we needed it to. 

Thanks to Capacity Building funding from The 
Arts Council Capacity Building Support Scheme, 
we developed a new website with experts at Piquant 
branding and media agency. Our goal was to improve 
the experience of our users, make our content as 
accessible as possible and ensure that we built a friendly 
digital base that could grow with us as we expand. 

In November 2021, our new site went live. New 
functions such as the search engine in Our 
Recommendations help to match users with the perfect 
children’s book, filtering by reading age, format, theme 
and publication date. The site is seamlessly integrated 
with analytics, sharing insights that allow us to keep 
improving our service. Since the new website went live, 
we saw a 120% increase in the average time spent on 
the site by users and a 44% increase in the number of 
pages they viewed per visit, suggesting that our improved 
website is more engaging and easy to navigate.  

In numbers:

Web users:  

104,162  
(+28.4%)
Page views:  

303,525  
(+14.28%)
Downloads:  

20,380

https://childrensbooksireland.ie/


In the Media

Maintaining a visible media presence is a key goal 
of ours, establishing us as an authoritative voice on 
children’s books and reading. Projects such as Free To 
Be Me, Right to Be A Reader and Every Child A Reader 
struck a chord with the public in 2021, and we received 
a total of 150 pieces of media coverage throughout 
the year. Our monthly Book Club with RTÉJr and a 
regular featured review in the INTO’s InTouch magazine 
also help us to connect parents, guardians, carers and 
teachers with the best in children’s books. 

In December, we were delighted to take part in the An 
Post Irish Book of the Year Award ceremony, filming a 
segment that was broadcast in the televised ceremony 
on RTÉ One. To showcase the impact of our work, a 
film crew attended a Children’s Books Ireland Book 
Clinic in Clondalkin Library, where Book Doctor Ruth 
Concannon explained her role in helping children to 
pick their next great read. 

 

In numbers:

 11,154
 17,700
 6,225 
 782 

14% increase in  
following from 2020

8,510,213  
impressions 

99,800  
likes, shares and  
comments 



Inis  Magazine 

Inis magazine is the only publication of its kind in 
Ireland – a magazine solely devoted to children’s books 
and the wider world of literature for young people. The 
three annual print issues each feature forty-four reviews 
of current or upcoming titles and the features section 
includes articles ranging from artist interviews to project 
overviews or a broader focus on a topic or theme. With 
its range of expert contributors, this is a key resource for 
everyone interested in children’s books. 
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issue 63

In numbers:

3 issues  
of Inis delivered to our members

15 feature articles  
from the world of children’s books

132  
new book reviews 

A team of 150  
reviewers and feature writers



Strategic Aim 4: 
We will  commit to 
organisational practices 
that ensure our 
sustainability into the 
future.



Building a 
Community of 
Donors 

Over the past three years, fundraised income has become 
a key part of the income mix for our organisation and is 
an important priority for the staff and board members. 
Fundraised income has increased exponentially since the 
launch of our fundraising focus in 2018.

In 2021, we saw a 52% increase in fundraised income 
from the previous year: 35% of this came from corporate 
partners, 61% from trusts and foundations and the 
remainder from our Leading Lights regular donors, 
once-off donations and from our Christmas Gift A Book 
appeal.

This income has supported the growth of our existing 
projects, particularly our book-gifting activities, 
but has also secured capacity funding to support 
our organisation to build and grow. As a resource 
organisation, one of our key objectives is to ensure 
that as many people as possible access our high-quality 
publications, resources and materials to help them 
influence and support children’s reading habits. We have 
strategically aligned with brands in different industries to 
achieve this and share our resources to wider audiences.

We also launched our legacy programme. Leaving a 
legacy to Children’s Books Ireland is a lasting investment 
in the right of every child and young person in Ireland to 
experience the joy of reading, irrespective of background, 
and can also provide the tools for families, teachers, 
librarians and booksellers to connect young readers with 
books they will love. 

We warmly welcome the opportunity to deepen our 
partnerships in the coming years with our donors, our 
Leading Lights and supporters and work together to 
achieve our vision: every child a reader.

 

In numbers:

€560,000  
raised in 2021 from  
corporate partners,  
trusts and foundations  
and individual donors

52% increase in  
fundraised income  
from 2020



RAISE Advance 
Participants 

We were delighted to become a RAISE Advance arts 
organisation in 2021. The RAISE programme, run by 
O’Kennedy Consulting on behalf of The Arts Council, 
supports our work generating fundraised income and 
building capacity to generate new private funding, 
including donor and philanthropic income. Our new 
status as Advance participants entitles us to bespoke 
workshops, individual mentoring and tailored support 
as well as training and professional development 
opportunities. We also have the opportunity to ‘pay it 
forward’, by providing fundraising support and advice to 
organisations who are in the earlier stages of the RAISE 
programme.

International 
Partnerships 

To achieve our goal of continually improving our ways 
of working and to share our own learnings, we are in 
regular contact with similar organisations from all 
over the world. EURead, an umbrella group created to 
promote reading at a European level, currently consists 
of thirty-one non-profit-organisations from twenty-two 
European countries. 

The EURead annual meeting took place virtually in July, 
at which we presented our ongoing projects, evaluation 
results and plans to lobby the government for investment 
in childhood reading. We are also part of Lionra: The 
Ireland-Scotland Youth Literature and Arts Network, 
comprised of seven literature organisations, led by 
Dr Patricia Kennon of Maynooth University and Dr 
Melanie Ramdarshan Bold of Glasgow University. 

The network will inform a research project entitled 
‘Building a Youth Literature Community Resilience 
Framework: Children’s and Young Adult Literature and 
Sustainable Wellbeing Post-Covid 19’. Laureate na nÓg 
Áine Ní Ghlinn attended the International Laureates 
Forum in 2021, in which children’s laureates and reading 
ambassadors from around the world discussed their 
experience of promoting children’s reading through the 
coronavirus pandemic.



Learning from the 
Experts

Hearing from children and young people directly is 
crucial in deciding our focus for future projects and 
measuring the success of our current ones. It helps to 
make sure that we are reaching the right groups with the 
right content, and in a way that is appropriate and useful 
to them. 

In March, we commissioned Sandra Roe Research 
Consultancy to lead a consultation with children and 
young people about their attitudes towards reading. 
The goal was to better understand what motivates them 
to read for fun and what might stand in their way, to 
inform the implementation of our strategy over the 
coming years. 

Through online surveys and consultations with school 
pupils and young people, our research showed that:

 

38.2% read for fun every day and 27.1% 
do a few times a week 

7.5% reported never reading for fun

68% are a member of their local public 
library, yet only  
37% borrow from the library regularly

87.5% said their parents read to them 
when they were younger

62.2% said their parents read for fun and 
50% said their siblings read for fun



Awards 

Children’s Books Ireland was honoured to receive 
the Business to Arts Judges’ Special Recognition 
Award supported by Accenture for a selection of 
our partnerships over the previous year. The award 
recognised our partnerships with KPMG, Ecclesiastical, 
An Post, The Community Foundation for Ireland, 
Brown Bag Films, Rethink Ireland and William Fry. 
These partnerships allow us to inspire and enable every 
child to become a lifelong reader, regardless of their 
circumstances. 

We were also selected as a finalist in the Arts & 
Culture Category of the National Lottery Good Causes 
Awards in 2021. The awards celebrate the inspiring and 
innovative work being carried out by the thousands of 
individuals, organisations, groups and sports clubs all 
over Ireland who benefit from National Lottery Good 
Causes funding. The six finalists in the Arts & Culture 
category used Good Causes funds to promote arts and 
culture throughout the country, encouraging artistic 
expression, cultural awareness and participation.

In December, CEO Elaina Ryan was once again 
included in The Bookseller’s 150, a prestigious list of 
influential figures from the world of UK and Irish books. 

Staff Capacity 
Building 

Alongside providing training to children’s artists, we 
used Capacity Building funds from The Arts Council 
capacity building Support Scheme to expand our own 
team’s skills, anticipating our needs as the organisation 
expanded. The communications officer received intensive 
training in digital marketing, while other staff members 
trained in video editing and podcasting skills. This 
upskilling proved to be a valuable asset to the team, as 
the delayed return to in-person working meant that the 
majority of our projects took place online in 2021.

‘Children’s Books Ireland has been 
strategic in its outlook by bringing 
its business partners on long-term 

journeys that have included awards, 
workshops, donations, volunteering 

and keeping the vision alive over many 
years – not just on World Book Day. Its 

strong mix of business partners have 
allowed it to turbocharge its reach and 

accelerate on achieving its targets.’
– Business to Arts Awards judge Etain Seymour, Marketing and 

Communications Director at Accenture



Inclusivity 
Partnership Award

Together with the Trinity College Dublin School 
of English, we announced inaugural winner of the 
Inclusivity Partnership Award, promoting research into 
diversity, inclusivity and representation in modern Irish 
children’s books. 

The recipient, Deirdre Power, is a student from the 
master’s programme in children’s literature at Trinity 
College Dublin. She will lead an investigation into 
inclusivity in Irish children’s books, with a particular 
emphasis on the intersection between empowerment and 
gender in recent Irish fiction for young adults. 

‘I’m so delighted and honoured to be selected as 
the first student for this partnership and to be 

part of such an important initiative on diversity 
and inclusivity in children’s literature. I’m hoping 

to focus my research and future projects on 
diversity, so it’s a wonderful privilege to kickstart 

my work with the support of the amazing team 
at Children’s Books Ireland. This partnership 

is a fantastic idea and is built on the dedication, 
passion and expertise of both Children’s Books 

Ireland and the children’s literature programme 
at TCD, and I am so excited to be involved in its 

beginnings and watch it develop.’ 
– Deirdre Power, recipient of the 2021 Inclusivity Partnership Award 



Celebrating 
25 Years of Change 

Everything that you have read about in these pages – 
every school library launched, every artist event and 
every book gifted to a child in need – has only been 
made possible with the support of our donors, trusts, 
foundations and partners. 

We’re turning 25 this year. That’s 25 years of changing 
lives by introducing children to the magic of reading. 
If you can, we would love for you to celebrate this 
milestone with us by joining our wonderful community 
of donors. 

Make a Birthday Gift
Help us mark this milestone with a once-off donation to 
our work. A gift of just €12 can put a brand-new book 
in the hands of a young reader who needs it, sparking 
imagination and bringing joy. You can donate now on 
our website.

Become a Leading Light
Ensure that we can inspire young readers for years to 
come by making a monthly gift to Children’s Books 
Ireland. Become a Sunbeam, Lightning Bolt, Shooting 
Star or Luminary, each with their own level of impact 
and reward. Sign up today on our website.

Join our Corporate
Community
Our corporate and philanthropic partnerships are vital 
in continuing our mission to make reading a part of 
every child’s life. If your company would like to celebrate 
our twenty-fifth birthday with a once-off donation or 
an exciting collaboration, please get in touch with Julie 
Jones, Marketing & Development Manager,  
at julie@childrensbooksireland.ie

https://childrensbooksireland.ie/support-us/donate-give-every-child-joy-reading
https://childrensbooksireland.ie/support-us/donate-give-every-child-joy-reading


AIB 

An Post 

Arts Council of Ireland

Arts Council of Northern Ireland

Baboró International Arts  
 Festival for Children 

Barnardos

Belfast Children’s Festival

Book Trust Northern Ireland

Bord Bia

Branar Téatar do Pháistí

Brown Bag Films

BUMBLEance

Business in the Community  
Business to Arts

Children in Hospital, Ireland

Citi 

Culture Ireland

Culture Night

DEAR Ireland

Department of Children, Equality,  
 Disability, Integration and Youth

Department of Education

Department of Foreign Affairs

Department of Tourism, Culture,  
 Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media

Dublin Book Festival

Dublin City University

Dublin UNESCO City of Literature

Dubray Books

Ecclesiastical Insurance 

Ecclesiastical Movement  
 for Good Award 

Education Authority Northern Ireland

Enterprise ROAD Forward

ESB Energy for Generations

EURead

Fingal County Council Arts Off ice 

Gaisce – The President’s Award

Google for Nonprof its

Gutter Bookshop

HackettFlynn Publisher’s Agency 

Health Service Executive,  
 Public Health Nursing, Limerick

Hodges Figgis 

Illustrators Ireland 

International Literature  
 Festival Dublin

InTouch magazine (INTO)

Irish Copyright Licensing Agency

JP McManus Benevolent Fund

KPMG

Libraries Ireland 

Libraries NI 

Limerick Libraries

Mary Immaculate College,  
 University of Limerick

MoLI – Museum of Literature Ireland

MSD Carlow

National Council for the Blind Ireland 

O’Kennedy Consulting

Poetry Ireland

Publishing Ireland 

Rethink Ireland

Rick O’Shea

RTÉ 

RTÉjr

RTÉ Toy Show Appeal 

Riverbank Arts Centre

St Michael’s House 

The Bookseller

The Community Foundation  
 for Ireland 

The Ireland Funds 

The Society of St Vincent de Paul

Trinity Access Programme 

Trinity College Dublin

Twitter

Tyrone Guthrie Centre at  
 Annaghmakerrig 

UNHCR – The UN Refugee Agency

University College Dublin

Waterford City and  
 County Council Arts Off ice

William Fry 

Words Ireland

WonderFest 

Young at Art

For Children’s Books Ireland membership and 
resources, go online to childrensbooksireland.ie

ag cothú léitheoirí

chi ldren’s
books
ire land
every child a reader

leabhair
pháist í
é i reann

Follow us on social media!

childrensbooksireland  

@KidsBooksIrel

@kidsbooksirel

CBI-Children’s Books Ireland

linkedin.com/company/ 
childrens-books-ireland/

Funders, Partners and Supporters/Maoinitheoirí, Comhpháirtithe  
agus Lucht Tacaíochta

We wish to thank all of our socially minded government, corporate, charity and individual supporters, partners and funders. Our 
supporters, members and Leading Lights are fundamental to our success and play such an important role in furthering our goal 
of making books part of every child’s life in Ireland. We also wish to thank all the children’s publishers whom we work so closely 
with on a weekly basis: we could not carry out the work of Children’s Books Ireland without their support.

https://www.facebook.com/childrensbooksireland
https://twitter.com/KidsBooksIrel
https://www.instagram.com/kidsbooksirel/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrSA79e05ZARNF20SdaRwjg
https://www.linkedin.com/company/childrens-books-ireland/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/childrens-books-ireland/
https://childrensbooksireland.ie/


join us on  
our journey . . .
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