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Introduction

We are delighted to partner with our friends at Children’s Books Ireland 
to bring you Building Communities, a new reading list designed to inspire 
the next generation of homebuilders in Ireland. 
At Cairn, we know that building communities and protecting our planet 
is a team effort and that everyone has a part to play – no matter how 
big or small.
We hope this reading list helps to spark your imagination and 
encourages the idea that if we all work together we can build a better 
future for everyone. 
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CHILD’S PLAY illustrated by COCORETTO 
WHEELS AT WORK: CONSTRUCTION
CHILD’S PLAY 2017 (BOARD) 12PP £5.99 ISBN 9781846439841
The Wheels at Work series is a refreshing and vibrant look at modern working 
life with all sorts of people behind the wheel, countering stereotypes of 
gender, race and ability. With the engaging lift-the-flap design, little tots 
will have great fun guessing what tasks drivers are up to. Simple but effective 
illustrations, with bold shapes and bright colours, are sure to entice readers. 
A different vehicle is depicted on every spread alongside a different driver, 
ensuring something for everyone! (Non-fiction, Age 0–4)

XAVIER DENEUX
BUILD!
CHRONICLE BOOKS 2020 (BOARD) 14PP £12.99 ISBN 9781452178714
A gorgeously chunky board book with moveable parts, Build! will keep 
little hands busy putting on hard hats, shovelling soil or setting bricks in 
place. Why? Because, bit by bit, we’re building a house, of course! The bright 
illustrations and tactile approach are perfect for toddlers who have a fascination 
for big machines, and it’s great for practising those fine motor skills too. The 
text is cheerful and simple, yet it makes a point of using technical vocabulary, 
which will delight young construction afficionados. A sure winner! (Age 0–4)

JOHNNY DRYANDER
MAKE TRACKS: BUILDING SITE
NOSY CROW 2021 (BOARD) 12PP £9.99 ISBN 9781788009669
A concrete mixer, a dump truck, a front loader, an excavator, a bulldozer: very 
young readers will love finding out about each of these and then ‘driving’ 
them across the page, thanks to the sturdy sliders built into this very satisfying 
board book. Clear, bright illustrations of building sites and their machines are 
paired with precise labelling (rollers, tracks, dipper, bucket) that will delight 
construction enthusiasts. There is also enough detail in the pictures to invite 
story-making and pretend play for hours of fun! (Non-fiction, Age 0–4)

GILLIAN HIBBS
ERROL’S GARDEN
CHILD’S PLAY 2018 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781786280848
Errol is really good at growing things, but his inner-city apartment block 
isn’t the ideal place for his green endeavours … or is it? With the help of all 
his neighbours and their combined hard work, patience and enthusiasm, 
Errol creates a haven for both plants and people, showing that nature and 
communities can flourish anywhere, even on roofs! This lovely, diverse and 
inclusive book is rich in bright colours and fun details to spot throughout. 
Trowels and watering cans at the ready! (Age 3–6)
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JESSICA SPANYOL 
ROSA’S BIG BRIDGE EXPERIMENT 
CHILD’S PLAY 2020 (HBK) 20PP £5.99 ISBN 9781786283627 
Rosa and her friends are building bridges at the beach. The gang spend a 
lot of time investigating materials, such as sand, branches and planks, and 
considering scientific concepts, such as weight, width, balance and suspension, 
but must eventually apply their knowledge when Snowy Dog is stranded! 
Part of the wonderful Rosa’s Big Experiment series, which shows Rosa and 
her diverse friends experimenting with everything from bridges and boats to 
sunflowers and pizza. With simple text and colourful illustrations, this STEM-
inspired series celebrates teamwork, inclusivity and creativity. (Age 3–6)

KATE BAKER illustrated by REBECCA GREEN
A PLACE CALLED HOME: LOOK INSIDE HOUSES 
AROUND THE WORLD
LONELY PLANET KIDS 2020 (HBK) 16PP £9.99 ISBN 9781788689335
This book looks at different kinds of landscapes and the different kinds of 
homes best suited to them, from the compact apartment blocks of New York 
City to the raised houses of vines and wood in the Amazon jungle in Brazil. 
The warm, friendly illustrations (and the forty-plus flaps to lift) depict people 
and animals, as well as architecture, technology and culture, for a whistle-
stop tour of how many people live around the world … and even on the space 
station! (Non-fiction, Age 3–7)

STEVE LIGHT
BUILDERS & BREAKERS
WALKER BOOKS 2019 (HBK) 40PP £11.99 ISBN 9781406384963
Builders build and breakers break, and in this book, they work hard together 
… until it’s time for a break! Two kids run through the exciting bustle of a 
building site to bring their dad the lunch he forgot at home. They encounter 
workers of all genders and ethnicities operating impressive machines against 
a busy city background. Full of action and humour, this book will have 
young readers poring over its colourful, intricate pages for ages, including the 
endpapers and their fascinating blueprints. (Age 3–7)

MELISSA CASTRILLÓN
THE BALCONY
SIMON & SCHUSTER 2019 (HBK) 48PP £12.99 ISBN 9781534405882
A kid moves from her home in an idyllic countryside to an austere and sterile 
city, but the soil and seeds she’s taken with her manage to grow in her new 
apartment, and as they grow and spread, they begin to connect all the block’s 
inhabitants, the nearby streets even, eventually revitalising the whole town. 
Stunning illustrations with rich, mesmerising colours tell most of the story in 
this practically wordless book of community, friendship and hope. A beautiful 
object to be inspired by and to read again and again. (Age 4–7)
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POLLY FABER illustrated by KLAS FAHLÉN
BUILDING A HOME
NOSY CROW 2022 (PBK) 32PP £6.99 ISBN 9781788007030
An old building in town is being refurbished and we’re invited to peek 
behind the scenes for the whole project, from the architect’s design to the 
foreman gathering their team, the assembly of the tower crane, the plumbing, 
wiring and more. In this busy, fascinating book, we meet many professions, 
encounter many tools, materials and equipment, and find out tons about hard 
work, teamwork and building works! Diverse and specific in both text and 
illustrations, this is an exciting and informative read. Brilliant! (Age 4–7) 

JULIE FOGLIANO illustrated by LANE SMITH 
A HOUSE THAT ONCE WAS
TWO HOOTS 2018 (HBK) 48PP £12.99 ISBN 9781509880652 
This gorgeous picturebook brings the reader along on the journey of a young 
boy and girl as they explore an old abandoned house – a house that once was, 
but no longer is, someone’s home. The pictures of the woods, the garden and 
inside the house are masterful, with speckled paintwork and spatters of muted 
summer colours echoing the wild nature of this abandoned place. Collage 
is used to beautiful effect, with lettering, photographs and small drawings 
seamlessly woven through the painted work. (Age 4–7)

JOSHUA DAVID STEIN illustrated by JULIA ROTHMAN
BRICK: WHO FOUND HERSELF IN ARCHITECTURE 
PHAIDON PRESS 2018 (HBK) 40PP £12.95 ISBN 9780714876313
Brick is awed by the great brick structures around her and she longs to find her 
place in the world. Will she become part of a castle? A mosque? An apartment 
block? As she travels, Brick realises that purpose and intention are as important 
as skill and grandeur. Beautiful illustrations in multiple shades of red give us 
breathtaking views of real-life brick structures. A quick presentation of each at 
the back of the book helps situate them in time and space. An unusual, clever 
and comforting book. (Age 4–7)

ANDREA BEATY illustrated by DAVID ROBERTS
IGGY PECK’S BIG PROJECT BOOK FOR AMAZING 
ARCHITECTS
ABRAMS BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 2017 (PBK) 96PP £10.99  
ISBN 9781419718922
A spin-off of the successful picturebook Iggy Peck Architect, this activity book 
is jam-packed with games, project ideas, challenges and tips to flex budding 
architects’ creative muscles. Find out about architectural styles, principles and 
methods, and have a go at planning, designing and building anything from 
a bridge to a library, a fire-repellent house or a room where you can do four 
of your favourite things. With engaging illustrations and plenty of space for 
drawing and thinking, this fun, comprehensive book has much to offer.  
(Non-fiction, Age 5–8)
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JEROME MARTIN illustrated by PETER ALLEN
LIFT-THE-FLAP: 
CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION
USBORNE PUBLISHING 2020 (BOARD) 12PP £9.99 ISBN 9781474942966
From the architect’s to-do list to the finishing touches and grand opening 
ceremony, Construction and Demolition follows the long process of building 
a new skyscraper. Clever use of flaps means that both new construction 
enthusiasts and seasoned experts will find lots to enjoy. The engaging design is 
well thought-out and will keep those pages turning (and those flaps lifting!). 
The amount of detail in both text and pictures is fascinating, but never 
overwhelming, and there’s a good dose of humour as well. Brilliant stuff! 
(Non-fiction, Age 5–8)

FELICITA SALA 
LUNCH AT 10 POMEGRANATE STREET 
SCRIBBLE UK 2019 (HBK) 40PP £12.99 ISBN 9781911617983 
Go on a culinary journey with the residents of 10 Pomegranate Street. Take a 
peek inside each apartment as they prepare wonderful dishes from each of their 
cultures. Learn recipes for oyako don from Miss Ishida, black bean soup from 
Señora Flores, baba ganoush from Mister Ibrahim and many more. Each of the 
diverse cast of characters is brought to life in cheerful watercolour and pencil 
illustrations. A wonderful book about building communities and the great 
power of a shared meal. (Age 5–8)

MARIA ISABEL SÁNCHEZ VEGARA illustrated by ASUN AMAR
LITTLE PEOPLE, BIG DREAMS: ZAHA HADID
FRANCES LINCOLN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2019 (HBK) 32PP £9.99  
ISBN 9781786037442
This book follows the life and career of architecture superstar Iraqi-born 
Zaha Hadid. Tracing her originality and independent thinking back to her 
childhood days, it depicts the exciting trajectory of a woman carving her 
own path and forming and imposing her unconventional ideas in a male-
dominated and very ‘Western’ field. With accessible text and clear, clean 
illustrations, there is lots to inspire all kids, especially those who might feel a 
particular career path isn’t for them because of their gender, religion or ethnic 
background. (Non-fiction, Age 5–8)

CARTER HIGGINS illustrated by EMILY HUGHES
EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR A TREEHOUSE
CHRONICLE BOOKS 2021 (PBK) 40PP £6.99 ISBN 9781797211855
‘Everything you need for a tree house is time and looking up.’ Also a tree, a 
hard hat, tools, snacks and a sleeping bag for staying the night. And friends. 
This poetic, whimsical text and the gorgeous illustrations wonderfully blur the 
line between practical advice and glorious fantasy, showing kids dreaming, 
building and adventuring together in the most unexpected treehouses. With 
no grown-ups in sight, this is an empowering, exhilarating book about the 
excitement and hope that come with building a safe space, working together 
and crafting dreams. (Age 5–10)
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THIBAUT RASSAT
EUGENE THE ARCHITECT
PRESTEL PUBLISHING 2021 (HBK) 40PP £11.99 ISBN 9783791374581
Sometimes it’s good to bend, if not break, the rules, as fussy architect Eugene 
learns in this delightful book about how the natural environment and the built 
environment can work together to celebrate the imperfect perfection of nature. 
The author’s playful illustrations are designed to introduce young readers to 
basic architectural and geometric principles, while at the same time amusing 
them with Eugene’s prickly personality and joyful discovery. A modern fable 
illustrating that we can all grow and learn something new every day. (Age 5–10)

EDUARD ALTARRIBA illustrated by BERTA BARDÍ I MILÀ 
DISCOVERING ARCHITECTURE 
BUTTON BOOKS 2019 (HBK) 48PP £12.99 ISBN 9781787080287 
From the blueprint endpapers to the eight most iconic domes via the 
importance of World Fairs, this survey of architecture is flawless. Though 
‘world’ architecture is a sizeable subject (from the pyramids to Mars), the 
text here is elegantly simplified and visually equalled by clean and engaging 
illustrations, diagrams and graphics. The intriguing content covers trends in 
architecture, iconic buildings, key movements and notable architects. As a 
mother and design historian, I recommend Discovering Architecture to all young 
builders. (Non-fiction, Age 5–12)

DAVE EGGERS illustrated by SHAWN HARRIS 
WHAT CAN A CITIZEN DO? 
CHRONICLE BOOKS 2018 (HBK) 40PP £12.99 ISBN 9781452173139 
Follow the pictures to piece together the story of a group of kids coming 
together to reclaim and revitalise an unused urban space and build their den. 
Read along to hear how this is one way of being a good citizen, one that makes 
a change for the better. This book is as much about building a safe space and 
taking care of the natural environment as it is about building a community 
with the most precious materials of respect, understanding and empathy. Lots 
to admire and talk about. (Age 6–10)

STRUAN REID illustrated by ANNIE CARBO 
SEE INSIDE: BRIDGES, TOWERS & TUNNELS 
USBORNE PUBLISHING 2019 (BOARD) 16PP £9.99 ISBN 9781474922500 
Do you understand how bridges and towers stay up or how a tunnel doesn’t 
fill with water? The information here is distilled to the most interesting bits 
about this trio of engineering feats. Infographics, illustrations, flaps and large 
fold-outs make reading this book engaging. Clear explanations of how these 
bridges, towers and tunnels are built and function are offered along with 
groundbreaking and famous examples of each from around the world. It is the 
perfect book for a future engineer. (Non-fiction, Age 7–10)
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PATRICK DILLON illustrated by STEPHEN BIESTY
THE STORY OF BUILDINGS
WALKER BOOKS 2018 (PBK) 96PP £10.99 ISBN 9781406381689
Engineering meets architecture and history in this mesmerising book. Retracing 
the long story of humanity’s ingenuity in shelter-finding, house-building and 
the construction of grander monuments (think the Parthenon or the Pompidou 
Centre), Dillon imparts a wealth of information in a very accessible way, while 
Biesty’s intricate illustrations are a work of art in themselves. The balance between 
sweeping history and technical nitty-gritty is perfectly judged, and detail-hungry 
kids will love exploring the cross-sections of iconic buildings and pondering on 
the different types of brickwork. Brilliant! (Non-fiction, Age 8–12)

DK illustrated by STEVE NOON
A STREET THROUGH TIME: A 12,000 YEAR JOURNEY 
ALONG THE SAME STREET
DK CHILDREN 2020 (HBK) £10.99 32PP ISBN 9780241411544
Set somewhere in Britain, this book follows the history of a single spot 
throughout 12,000 years of human occupation, from a fishing camp to a bustling 
modern-day city, via all the ups and downs caused by invasions, new technologies 
and new concerns. With detailed and lively illustrations, it features elements 
of search-and-find for extra interactivity. A brilliant book to help readers grasp 
concepts of change and continuity in history and urban development, it also 
contains a handy timeline of events in the wider world. (Non-fiction, Age 8–12)

GOLDIE HAWK illustrated by SARAH GIBB 
STEP INSIDE: HOMES THROUGH HISTORY 
NOSY CROW 2019 (HBK) 48PP £14.99 ISBN 9781788004091 
From the late Middle Ages (1250–1500) right up to the present day, Homes 
through History provides a fascinating insight into how people live and have lived. 
This book is a winning combination of Sarah Gibb’s bright, detailed double-page 
spreads with clever cut-outs (mainly windows) and six pages of clear information 
for each period by Goldie Hawk, covering architecture, fashion, furniture and 
landscape gardening, as well as names, occupations and games. Anyone with an 
interest in history will enjoy peering into the various homes, from castles to eco 
houses. (Non-fiction, Age 8–12)

ROMA AGRAWAL illustrated by KATIE HICKEY
HOW WAS THAT BUILT?
BLOOMSBURY CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2021 (HBK) 80PP £14.99 ISBN 9781526603654
Award-winning engineer Agrawal looks at the techniques, tools, materials and 
people behind some of the world’s most ingenious structures, from the Shard 
in London (‘How to build tall’) to the Katse dam in Lesotho (‘How to build 
watertight’) and all the way to Antarctica’s Halley VI research station (‘How to 
build on ice’). Picturebook veteran Katie Hickey brings concepts and structures 
to fascinating life. With ancient and contemporary examples, and an eye on the 
future too, this book has it all! (Non-fiction, Age 9–12)
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About Cairn Homes
Cairn has been leading the way in the Irish housing market since 
2015, building homes and creating places where people love to live. 
In that time, we have delivered thousands of new homes and today 
there are over 15,000 people living in Cairn built homes. Our vision 
is to lead the future of homebuilding in Ireland by valuing people, 
building responsibly and creating vibrant, sustainable places where 
communities can thrive.

cairnhomes.com
 @cairnhomesplc
 @cairnhomes
 cairnhomesplc
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About Children’s Books Ireland 
At Children’s Books Ireland, we believe that every child should have 
access to the joy of reading, regardless of their circumstances. Our 
mission is to make books central to every child ’s life on the island 
of Ireland. We work with families, teachers, l ibraries, publishers and 
communities all  across the island to get books into children’s hands 
and to inform adults who can make a big impact on their reading. 
We advocate for the changes Ireland needs to grow a new generation 
of readers, and we support artists so that they can make excellent 
work for children and young people. Sign up to our newsletter to 
stay in touch!

childrensbooksireland.ie
#EveryChildAReader

 @KidsBooksIrel
 @kidsbooksirel
 @childrensbooksireland
 Children’s Books Ireland
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