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CAIRN

Cairn has been leading the Irish housing market
since 2015, delivering thousands of homes, with
thousands of people now living in Cairn built
communities.

Our vision is to lead the future of homebuilding
in Ireland by creating vibrant, sustainable
communities where everyone can thrive

cairnhomes.com
cairnhomesplc
o cairnhomes
@ cairnhomesplc

Each review in this guide comes with a
suggested age range. These are based on the
information provided by the publisher as well
as our own judgement of the level for which
the language and content is most suitable.

In some cases you may see two or more age
ranges e.g. 2-4, 5-7. In these cases, we feel
that the book is suitable for a wider age span.

These age ranges are a guide only ~ it is

impossible to accurately predict the correct
level for every child. If in doubt, parents/
carers and teachers are advised to read the
book themselves before deciding whether it is
suitable for the child or young person.

Denotes an Irish author/illustrator/
publisher/Gdar/maisitheoir/foilsitheoir
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Introduction

We are delighted to partner again with our friends at Children’s Books Ireland to bring you the
latest edition of the Building Communities reading guide.

This guide has been created to inspire the next generation of home and community builders.
We know that the neighbourhoods of the future are shaped not only by buildings, but by the
ideas, creativity, and care of the people who live in them. By working together with Children’s
Books Ireland, we aim to encourage children to imagine, design, and help create spaces that
are welcoming, look after nature, and are full of life.

Now in its third edition, the titles featured in this guide are handpicked for ages O to 12.
Children will discover stories about designing and building homes, protecting nature, and
contributing to neighbourhoods where everyone belongs. These books show that even small
actions, such as planting a tree, helping a neighbour, or dreaming up a new building, can grow
into meaningful change and make a real difference in the world around them.

We believe that happy, supportive communities are built not just with bricks and mortar, but
with kindness, care, and respect for the environment and each other. Through these stories,
we hope to inspire the creators, designers, and community leaders of tomorrow to dream big
and see how their ideas can help shape a brighter, greener future. Above all, we hope families
enjoy reading together, discovering new favourites, and imagining the places they might one

day help to build.
Happy reading.
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What We
Wear
When We
Take Care

Sarah Finan

RISTEARD Mac LIAM agus ANNA JORDAN
maisithe ag TATYANA FEENEY

FUAIMEANNA NA FARRAIGE®

MY IRISH BOOKS 2023 (CAIRTCHLAR) 12LCH €16.00 ISBN 9782919958924
Leabhar an-spéisitil nudlajoch. T4 fuaimeanna nasctha leis na leathanaigh, le
ceallaire ar ctil — ach nf amhrdin atd sa cheann seo! Téacs trnua é a bhaineann
leis an bhfarraige. Beidh tuismitheoirf nach bhfuil rémhuinineach as a gcuid

Gaeilge labhartha compordach leis. T4 stér focal iontach ann, agus td na léardidi
go haoibhinn. (Aois 2—4)

CATHERINE ARD illustrated by BEN WHITEHOUSE

LITTLE EXPLORERS: LET’S GO BUILDING SITE

TEMPLAR BOOKS 2023 (BOARD) 16PP £10.99 ISBN 9781800782181

A fun, engaging story about workers on a building site introducing ideas such as
health and safety at an appropriate level. Readers will learn all about the different
jobs, machines and materials that are used on a building site, while the diversity
of the characters will give readers a broad perspective of who works there.
Cleverly laid out, the story is enhanced with more than thirty flaps that readers

can open, explore, and learn from in more detail. A real attention grabber.
(Non-fiction, Age 2—4, 5-7)

LARA BRYAN illustrated by MIKE BYRNE

PEEP INSIDE: HOW A CRANE WORKS ®

USBORNE 2023 (BOARD) 14PP £8.99 ISBN 9781803707556

This highly engaging book invites the reader to peep inside the world of crawler
cranes, crane trucks, spider cranes and much more. Readers will learn how the
crane works, lifting heavy loads up and down and, most excitingly, how the crane
truck builds the tallest cranes that are so familiar along the skylines of cities and
towns. Diverse and inclusive illustrations demonstrate different types of people
who work with cranes, while interactive tabs, flaps and cut-aways add an extra
layer of fun to this informative read. (Non-fiction, Age 2—4, 5-7)

SARAH FINAN

WHAT WE WEAR WHEN WE TAKE CARE

WALKER BOOKS 2024 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781529520392

Clatters, booms, bangs and honks fill the pages of this lively picturebook that
explores the importance of wearing safety clothing in different scenarios from
the building site to the playground. A limited colour palette helps the eye-
catching protective clothing to pop in each environment, while expert use of
onomatopoeia brings the hustle and bustle of the busy and sometimes dangerous
surroundings to life. This is a fun and informative read on keeping safe while
exploring the world around us. (Age 2—4, 5-7)
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HOLLIS KURMAN illustrated by BARROUX

COUNTING IN GREEN:

10 LITTLE WAYS TO HELP OUR BIG PLANET
OTTER-BARRY BOOKS 2023 (HBK) 32PP £12.99 ISBN 9781913074166

Sometimes helping our planet can feel like an overwhelming task. This gentle
story helps to break down small actions that readers can take which will
cumulatively help to keep our planet safe and green. With tasks like planting
trees, doing a beach pick-up, and bringing our own bags to the supermarket,
shown as achievable and rewarding. Colourful and soft illustrations remind the

reader of the beauty of the natural world we live in and our duty to keep it that
way. (Non-fiction, Age 2—4, 5-7)

MOLLY LITTLEBOY illustrated by DAVID SEMPLE

HOW IT WORKS: DIGGER

LITTLE TIGER 2023 (BOARD) 12PP £7.99 ISBN 9781801044875

We're invited to look inside and discover how a digger works, as we follow

its journey from the builders’ yard to the building site, and watch it build a
new house. The text is clear and informative, and names parts of the digger
explaining how it works enhanced by vividly coloured illustrations. But that’s
not all, as each double-page spread contains peep-through pages, a little cat to
spot, and a well-informed mouse which gives ‘Did You Know?” facts. Lots to
learn for readers of all ages. (Non-fiction, Age 2—4, 5-7)

ANNA McQUINN illustrated by ROSALIND BEARDSHAW

LULU MEETS THE BEES®

ALANNA MAX 2024 (HBK) 32PP £12.99 ISBN 9781907825569

Lulu is endlessly fascinated by the world around her. Eager to learn about bees,
she goes on a trip to see Mummy’s friend Zora the beckeeper! At Zora’s, they
put on their special bee suits to peek inside the hives. The simple wonders of
nature come to life throughout this picturebook, full of beautifully rendered
illustrations of the abundance of plant life and activity that can thrive in

an urban garden. Readers with small or minimal garden space will see that
‘wilding’ is possible no matter where they live. (Age 2—4, 5-7)

CHARLIE MOYLER illustrated by MARTIN STANEV

THE TREE NEXT DOOR

LITTLE TIGER 2024 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781788957168

The long garden with the large tree is the centrepiece of the neighbourhood
providing blossoms in spring, vegetables and fruits during the harvest and a
home for buzzing bees and chirping birds. When a little girl moves in next
door, she is captivated by the beautiful garden, forming a friendship with her
neighbour that strengthens through the seasons. A cosy palette and retro-style
illustrations will warm the heart of readers in this story of intergenerational
friendship and the importance of the kindness of a supportive community.
(Age 2-4, 5-7)
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LINDA NEWBERY illustrated by KATIE REWSE
RUBBISH? DON’T THROW IT AWAY!

OTTER-BARRY BOOKS 2023 (HBK) 40PP £12.99 ISBN 9781913074197

An old sink becomes a pond for tadpoles, a huge box becomes a castle and odd
socks become puppets in this engaging story that seeks to inspire innovation
and creativity in readers. Recycling and community building are at the heart
of this story, as the children of Dragonfly Class work together to creatively
transform rubbish into treasure. With diverse and inclusive illustrations,
everyone plays their part and simple instructions are included at the back of the
book to encourage readers to tackle their own recycling projects.

(Age 24, 5-7)

JODIE PARACHINI illustrated by TERESA BELLON

WAKE UP, TRUCKS!

LITTLE TIGER 2024 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781801044202

Every day the trusty truck crew wakes up with lots of work to do. There are
roads to roll, homes to make and cities to build. Everything is go, go, go

and the crew won’t stop until the work is done. At the core of this story is
friendship, teaching children the value of relationships with others, and how
teamwork can enrich our lives. With a simple rhyming scheme, fast pace and
stand out art, this is the perfect book for readers who want to have fun while
reading. (Age 2—4, 5-7)

JESSICA SPANYOL

ROSA’S BIG BRIDGE EXPERIMENT

CHILD’S PLAY 2020 (HBK) 20PP £5.99 ISBN 9781786283627

Rosa and her friends are building bridges at the beach. The gang spend a

lot of time investigating materials, such as sand, branches and planks, and
considering scientific concepts, such as weight, width, balance and suspension,
but must eventually apply their knowledge when Snowy Dog is stranded!

Part of the wonderful Rosa’s Big Experiment series, which shows Rosa and

her diverse friends experimenting with everything from bridges and boats to
sunflowers and pizza. With simple text and colourful illustrations, this STEM
inspired series celebrates teamwork, inclusivity, and creativity. (Age 2—4, 5-7)

KATE BAKER illustrated by REBECCA GREEN
A PLACE CALLED HOME: LOOK INSIDE HOUSES

AROUND THE WORLD

LONELY PLANET KIDS 2020 (HBK) 16PP £9.99 ISBN 9781788689335

This book looks at different kinds of landscapes and the different kinds of
homes best suited to them, from the compact apartment blocks of New York
City to the raised houses of vines and wood in the Amazon jungle in Brazil.
The warm, friendly illustrations (and the forty-plus flaps to lift) depict people
and animals, as well as architecture, technology, and culture, for a whistle-
stop tour of how many people live around the world ... and even on the space
station! (Non-fiction, Age 5-7)
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POLLY FABER illustrated by KLAS FAHLEN

BUILDING A HOME

NOSY CROW 2022 (PBK) 32PP £7.99 ISBN 9781788007030

An old building in town is being refurbished and we’re invited to peek behind
the scenes for the whole project, from the architect’s design to the foreman
gathering their team, the assembly of the tower crane, the plumbing, wiring
and more. In this busy, fascinating book, we meet many professions, encounter
many materials and equipment, and find out tons about hard work, teamwork
and building works! Diverse and specific in both text and illustrations, this is
an exciting and informative read. Brilliant! (Non-fiction, Age 5-7)

JEROME MARTIN illustrated by PETER ALLEN
LIFT-THE-FLAP:

CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION

USBORNE 2020 (BOARD) 16PP £10.99 ISBN 9781474942966

From the architect’s to-do list to the finishing touches and grand opening
ceremony, Construction and Demolition follows the long process of building

a new skyscraper. Clever use of flaps means that both new construction
enthusiasts and seasoned experts will find lots to enjoy. The engaging design
is well thought-out and will keep those pages turning. The amount of detail
in both text and pictures is fascinating, but never overwhelming, and there’s a
good dose of humour as well. (Non-fiction, Age 5-7)

MOCCULERE

PICOPACO

FLYING EYE BOOKS 2025 (HBK) 32PP £12.99 ISBN 9781838742027

Picopaco finds the noises of the woodpecker town overwhelming; she is

most content in the peaceful wooden home that she has built for herself.

But when a bad storm damages the nests of the other birds, will Picopaco

be able to step outside her comfort zone and offer help? Soft watercolour

and pencil illustration creates comfort and texture, evoking the homes and
plumage of various birds. This is a story of not just constructing a town, but of
constructing a community where everyone feels they belong. (Age 5-7)

AINE Ni GHLINN maisithe ag MR ANDO

OSTAN NA bhFEITHIDI @®

AN tSNATHAID MHOR 2023 (CRUA) 32LCH €12.99 ISBN 9781912929375

Léirit agus ceiliiradh ¢ seo ar fheithidi difridla a mhaireann timpeall orainn.
Feicimid feithidi éagsila ag dul isteach san éstdn le dreas codlata a dhéanambh,
agus ‘teaghlaigh’ feithidi ina gcodladh go séimh neamhurchéideach. Dénta
beaga a tsdideann an t-ddar chun na feithidi a chur in aithne ddinn agus a
léirit ar bhealach gleoite. Stil shimpli a chleachtar in ealain an leabhair seo.
Aithneoidh léitheoiri an stil 6 Ag Buzzdil sa Ghairdin agus mé thaitin an
leabhar sin leat, beidh grd agat don cheann seo chomh maith. (Aois 5-7)




IN THE
GARDEN

NOELLE SMIT

IN THE GARDEN®

LITTLE ISLAND BOOKS 2020 (HBK) 32PP €19.99 ISBN 9781912417490

The cyclical nature of the gardener’s year is depicted using very bright
contrasting blocks of colour as each turn of the page depicts a month in the
garden. Ecology, green living and growing your own food have all become
important topics for a variety of reasons, not least of which is climate change.
This book might show children that by gardening they can take action and do
something very beneficial to help the environment. (Age 5-7)

MOIRA BUTTERFIELD illustrated by HARRIET LYNAS

WELCOME TO OUR PLAYGROUND

NOSY CROW 2024 (HBK) 64PP £14.99 ISBN 9781839945038

The reader is welcomed into a world of play exploring its assorted forms across
various countries, traditions and cultures. From different versions of tag that
exist around the world, to the various types of school playgrounds, every single
page offers a different surprise. Peppered throughout with the use of world
languages for words associated with play, each page offers a kaleidoscope of
colour that is pleasing to engage with, showcasing chalk games and circle
games that can be easily recreated by the reader. (Non-fiction, Age 5-7, 8-10)

CHRISTIANE DORION illustrated by YEJI YUN
BUILT BY ANIMALS: MEET THE CREATURES

WHO INSPIRE OUR HOMES AND CITIES

WIDE EYED EDITIONS 2022 (HBK) 80PP £14.99 ISBN 9780711265684

A colourful, witty, and fact-filled book that informs and entertains in equal
measure. Children will be amazed at the skill and artistry as they learn about
some of the best architects, designers and builders of the animal and plant
world. Each double-page spread is devoted to one animal, plant or skill with
a large, amusingly attired animal explaining about its unique adaptation and
how this has inspired humans in architecture, engineering, and construction
from the diabolical ironclad beetle to the white-spotted puffer fish. STEM
made fun! (Non-fiction, Age 5-7, 8-10)

TADHG Mac DHONNAGAIN maisithe ag TARSILA KRUSE
agus UNA WOODS ceol le JOHN RYAN

CEOL NA MARA®
FUTA FATA 2024 (CRUA) 52LCH €16.95 ISBN 9781910945735

Atheisitint atd ansco d’albam a thdinig amach ar dts fiche bliain 6 shin,
agus td leabhar linmhaisithe in éindi leis anois le léardidi méra spleodracha
splaiseacha. Téann muid ¢ ealaiontéir go healaiontdir agus ar ais, de réir
mar a thiontafonn muid na leathanaigh, ar nds tonnta na farraige. T4 rithim
nddurtha sna focail a oireann go han-mhaith don léitheoireacht os ard. T4
c6d QR ar fiil a threorafonn an léitheoir chomh fada le comhaid fuaime na
n-amhrén. Pacdiste iomldn atd ansco a chuirfidh gliondar ar léitheoirf agus
éisteoir{ araon. (Aois 57, 8—10)
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TATYANA FEENEY

GAIRDIN MHAIRE NA mBLATH ®

AN GUM FORAS NA GAEILGE 2021 (BOG) 32LCH €8.50 ISBN 9781857919721

Scéal dlainn faoin geaidreamh idirghltine a thagann faoi bhlith nuair a
chuireann Mdire na mBldth aithne ar phobal na scoile dititla. Mar a thuigfed 6na
hainm féin, is garraioddir den scoth { agus td cdil uirthi agus ar a gairdin ildaite
bldthanna fud fad an pharéiste. Cuireann stil éadromchrofoch mhaisitheoireachta
Feeney leis an atmaisféar séimh sa scéal. Spreagann an scéal thi maireachtdil i
dtitin leis an dilra agus tosafonn an léitheoir ag machnambh faoina gciram don

chomhshaol. (Aois 8—10)

MIRALDA COLOMBO aistrithe ag MAIRE Ni CHUALAIN
maisithe ag BEATRICE CEROCCHI

AITEANNA IONTACHA AISTEACHA ®

AN GUM FORAS NA GAEILGE 2023 (CRUA) 68LCH €15.00 ISBN 9781857919882
Leabhair eolais 4lainn faoi diteanna cdilitla i dtiortha éagstla ar fud an domhain.
Insitear don léitheoir conas a tégadh Pirimid Chifd san Eigipt, na dealbha ar
oiledn Rapa Nui agus a lén sainchomharthai stairitla eile. Spreagfaidh na léaraidi
briomhara pdisti le dul i mbun taistil agus foghlaim faoi chultdir eile. Léiritear
an iliomad daoine ¢ chilrai éagstla ann. Foirfe don léitheoir 6g a draitnionn
mioneolas agus stair drsa leo. (Neamhfhicsean, Aois 8-10, 10-12)

DIDIER CORNILLE

THE CITIES OF THE FUTURE

POST WAVE CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2025 (HBK) 88PP £16.99 ISBN 9781836270201
Currently, 55% of the world’s population live in cities, and it is predicted that
this figure will rise to almost 70% by 2050. This book presents a selection of cities
that are tackling issues like traffic congestion, air pollution, food security, and
social cohesion in creative and sustainable ways. With both images of people and
intricate architectural drawings included, readers be warned — you might get itchy
feet as you read to go and visit all these inspirational places!

(Non-fiction, Age 8-10, 10-12)

DK BOOKS illustrated by STEVE NOON
A STREET THROUGH TIME: A 12,000 YEAR JOURNEY

ALONG THE SAME STREET

DK BOOKS 2020 (HBK) 32PP £12.99 ISBN 9780241411544

Set somewhere in Britain, this book follows the history of a single spot
throughout 12,000 years of human occupation, from a fishing camp to a bustling
modern-day city, via all the ups and downs caused by invasions, new technologies
and new concerns. With detailed and lively illustrations, it features elements

of search-and-find for extra interactivity. A brilliant book to help readers grasp
concepts of change and continuity in history and urban development.
(Non-fiction, Age 8-10, 10-12)
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JENNY JACOBY illustrated by VICKY BARKER

THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF STEM WORDS

B SMALL PUBLISHING 2022 (PBK) 112PP £12.99 ISBN 9781913918286

Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics or STEM, are topics that are
endlessly fascinating to children. This book describes one hundred STEM facts in
a visually interesting and easy-to-read way, one per page, in alphabetical order, it
can be easily dipped into and flicked through. One of the book’s great strengths
is that proper scientific terminology is used throughout, teaching readers words
like bioluminescence and echolocation. Accompanied by exceptional bright, bold,
casy to understand, illustrations, this is an excellent read to make STEM subjects
seem less daunting. (Non-fiction, Age 8-10, 10-12)

DARA McANULTY illustrated by BARRY FALLS

A WILD CHILD’S GUIDE TO NATURE AT NIGHT ®
MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2025 (HBK) 64PP £14.99 ISBN 9781035023028
Readers are led through nature at night by way of the garden, woodland,
countryside, heathland and sky. Each chapter is introduced with delightful

poetic prose about the environment. This charming writing is peppered with
information about active conservation projects and some very real warnings about
our dwindling natural world. The beautiful, almost photo-realistic illustrations
are paired with earthy, papery textures and eye-catching colour schemes, elevated
and modern. A wonderful book that will hopefully ignite the same passion for our
environment in its readers. (Non-fiction, Age 8-10, 10-12)

EANNA Ni LAMHNA illustrated by BARRY FALLS

THE GREAT IRISH BIODIVERSITY BOOK ®

GILL BOOKS 2024 (HBK) 96PP €24.99 ISBN 9781804580554

Ireland’s best-loved naturalist Ni Lamhna takes the reader on a fascinating
journey through six types of Irish habitats, from woodlands to boglands,
exploring the plants and animals of each environment. The illustrations from
Falls are outstanding and scientifically accurate, showcasing the incredible
diversity and beauty of Ireland’s nature. A big map of Ireland points out great
places to visit and the ‘Great Irish Nature Challenge’ highlights the rare species
to look out for in each habitat. This big, beautiful book embodies a heartfelt
appreciation for the natural world. (Non-fiction, Age 8-10, 10-12)

LAUREN O’HARA

AT HOME IN ABOOK®

PUFFIN 2024 (HBK) 80PP £16.99 ISBN 9780241665794

Each chapter of this stunning book invites readers to get familiar with nine classic
children’s stories. Pictured are beds where characters sleep, kitchens where they
eat and attics where they play allowing readers to place themselves in the time,
space and homes of each tale. The watercolour images and colourful palette add
cosy element to new worlds, varying from the March sisters’ playroom to Sherlock
Holmes headquarters at 221b Baker Street. Concluding with Verne’s flying
machines, O’Hara encourages the reader to travel these pages to wherever their
imagination leads. (Age 8-10, 10-12)
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LUCY TAYLOR illustrated by LINDA FAHRLIN
THE ILLUSTRATED ENCYCLOPEDIA

OF THE IRISH SEASHORE ®

GILL BOOKS 2025 (HBK) 64PP €22.99 ISBN 9781804583258

Beautifully illustrated and dense with information, this book combines aesthetics
with practicality. The topics are clearly laid out in the contents and span all sea
life on the Irish coasts, in our oceans and environmental aspects. Each topic is
matched with impeccable illustrations, making it easy to visualise how things are
presented in nature. A book to explore deeply, this non-fiction read will appeal to
any child interested in natural history, but also contains information many adults
may not know! (Non-fiction, Age 8-10, 10-12)

ROMA AGRAWAL illustrated by KATIE HICKEY

HOW WAS THAT BUILT? THE STORIES BEHIND
AWESOME STRUCTURES

BLOOMSBURY CHILDREN’S BOOKS 2021 (HBK) 80PP £14.99 ISBN 9781526603654
Award-winning engineer Agrawal looks at the techniques, tools, materials and
people behind some of the world’s most ingenious structures, from the Shard

in London (‘How to build tall’) to the Katse dam in Lesotho (‘How to build
watertight') and all the way to Antarctica’s Halley VI research station (‘How

to build on ice’). Picturebook expert Hickey brings concepts and structures to

fascinating life. With ancient and contemporary examples, and an eye on the
future too, this book has it all! (Non-fiction, Age 10-12)

JENNY JACOBY illustrated by JEM VENN

COOL ENGINEERING

RED SHED 2021 (HBK) 112PP £9.99 ISBN 9781843654728

There’s a world of engineering and technology at our fingertips nowadays, but can
you explain how a touchscreen works, if robots can think and why diversity in
engineering makes our world safer? This book does not disappoint in answering
these questions and many more and is packed with fantastic facts and exciting
experiments. Knowing the positive impact engineering can have on our future for
health, clean energy and saving the planet will leave readers empowered and in no
doubt about how cool engineering is. (Non-fiction, Age 10-12)

LOUISE O’BRIEN illustrated by DALIA ADILLON
and LEANNE DAPHNE

100 THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT ARCHITECTURE

HAPPY YAK 2023 (HBK) 112PP £14.99 ISBN 9780711272668

Readers will be amazed by the breadth of knowledge shared in this whistle-

stop tour of 100 carefully selected words that sum up architecture. Vibrant
illustrations paired with a 100-word description of each entry selected inform
readers on the complexity and imagination involved in architecture. Covering
styles of architecture, famous architectural landmarks, and well-known architects
such, this well-paced compendium whizzes from Lego bricks to 3D printing and
everything in between. (Non-fiction, Age 10-12)







