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Introduction	
	
Children’s	Books	Ireland	(CBI)	is	the	national	children’s	books	organisation	of	Ireland.	This	report	
records	the	development	and	activities	of	CBI	between	January	and	December	2016.	
	

Governance	and	structures				
CBI	 is	 led	 by	 a	 Board	 of	 directors	 which	 guides	 the	 organisation	 in	 policy	 development	 and	
implementation.		
Members	of	the	Board	in	2016	were:		

Jane	Alger	(appointed	November	2016)	(Company	Secretary)	
Valerie	Coghlan	(Chairperson)	
Patricia	Forde	(Vice-Chairperson)	
Irene	Barber	
David	Field		
Katy	Fitzpatrick	(appointed	November	2016)	
Conor	Hackett		
Eileen	Jackson		
David	Murphy	(Retired	November	2016)	
Eddie	Murtagh	(appointed	November	2016)	
John	O’Donnell	(appointed	November	2016)	
Steve	Simpson	(Retired	June	2016)	

	
The	Board	met	five	times	in	total	during	2016.		
	
At	the	CBI	AGM	on	18	September,	the	Board	presented	the	required	reports	for	2015	as	well	as	
audited	 accounts.	 An	 EGM	 was	 held	 immediately	 following	 the	 AGM	 in	 order	 to	 update	 the	
Memorandum	and	Articles	of	Children’s	Books	 Ireland	 Limited	 to	 the	Constitution	of	Children’s	
Books	 Ireland	 CLG	 as	 per	 the	 requirements	 of	 the	 Companies	Act	 2014.	Questions	were	 raised	
regarding	 the	 definition	 of	 ‘members’	 by	 attendees	 at	 the	meeting	 and	 the	 resolution	was	 not	
passed.	After	consultation	with	CBI’s	solicitor,	clarity	was	obtained	regarding	these	definitions,	and	
a	new	Constitution	was	adopted	at	a	second	EGM	on	23	November	2016.	

Staffing	
The	programmes	and	activities	of	the	organisation	were	carried	out	by	CBI’s	core	staff	members	
along	with	CBI	volunteers,	interns	and	part-time	staff.	Jenny	Murray	was	Acting	Director	for	the	first	
half	of	the	year.	In	August	2016,	CBI	Director	Elaina	Ryan	returned	from	maternity	leave	and	Ciara	
Houlihan	 was	 retained	 as	 Administrative	 Assistant,	 bringing	 the	 core	 CBI	 team	 to	 four	 staff	
members.		
	

Core	Staff	
Director	–	Elaina	Ryan		
Publications	 and	 Communications	Manager	 /	 Acting	 Director	 (November	 2015	 –	 August	
2016)	–	Jenny	Murray	
Programme	and	Events	Manager	–	Aoife	Murray		
Administrative	Assistant	–	Ciara	Houlihan		
	
Regular	review	and	training	was	made	available	to	all	core	staff.		
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Additional	team	members		
Inis	Reviews	Editor	–	Juliette	Saumande	
Inis	Irish	language	editor	–	Siobhán	McNamara		
Laureate	na	nÓg	Project	Manager	–	Nessa	O’Mahony	(to	December	2016)	
	
Interns	and	Volunteers		
CBI	is	very	fortunate	to	secure	the	support	of	a	large	range	of	interns	and	volunteers	who	
work	with	the	core	team	to	deliver	specific	projects	and	assist	with	general	duties.	The	input	
of	CBI’s	volunteers	and	interns	is	equivalent	to	one	full-time	staff	member	and	is	invaluable	
to	the	organisation.		
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Children’s	Books	Ireland’s	strategic	plan	
Throughout	2015,	CBI	undertook	a	process	to	develop	a	new	strategic	plan	for	the	organisation.	
This	plan	was	launched	in	2016	and	will	govern	the	direction	of	the	organisation	through	2019.	The	
process	 included	 a	 series	 of	 consultations	 within	 the	 organisation	 as	 well	 as	 feedback	 from	
stakeholders	 and	members.	 The	process	was	 facilitated	externally	 by	 Jane	Daly.	 The	Board	 and	
executive	 set	 out	 three	 strategic	 priorities,	 each	 of	which	 has	 its	 own	 strategic	 objectives.	 The	
strategy	is	supported	by	an	implementation	plan	which	includes	a	timeline	and	details	of	who	is	
responsible	 for	 bringing	 each	 of	 the	 actions	 to	 fruition.	 The	 plan	 will	 be	 reflected	 in	 the	
organisation’s	annual	budget	and	will	be	frequently	monitored	by	the	Executive	Director	and	the	
Board.		
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CBI	membership												
CBI	membership	 levels	 increased	significantly	 in	2016,	 rising	by	122%	compared	with	2015.	This	
increase	 is	 largely	 due	 to	 the	 addition	 of	 an	 extra	 staff	member	who	 implemented	 systems	 to	
manage	and	track	membership	and	increase	retention,	as	well	as	encouraging	membership	sign-
ups	and	renewals	during	sales	of	CBI	International	Conference	tickets	and	during	the	event	itself.		
	
	

	
	
	
	

Year	 2008	 2009	 2010	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 2015	 2016	
Membership	
income	in	

EUR	

10476	 12272	 11386	 9747	 6646	 2425	 3907	 5423	 12057	
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Activities	and	programme	2016	

Inis	Reading	Guide	
The	 Inis	Reading	Guide	 is	an	 invaluable	resource	and	our	 flagship	publication	which	 is	produced	
annually	to	highlight	the	best	books	published	in	any	given	year.	An	expert	editor	for	each	section	
is	appointed	(all	age	groups	from	0	to	young	adult,	plus	poetry,	non-fiction	and	Irish	language),	and	
each	editor	selects	their	books	from	a	huge	number	of	submissions	and	sends	them	to	a	wider	team	
of	reviewers	which	they	are	responsible	for	choosing.	This	year’s	editors	are	mainly	chosen	from	
our	team	of	Book	Doctors,	giving	them	direct	input	into	the	guides	they	will	be	using	throughout	
the	next	year	at	CBI	Book	Clinics.	
	
The	guide	gives	special	attention	to	Irish	titles:	all	Irish-published	books	and	books	by	an	Irish	author	
or	illustrator	are	marked	with	a	shamrock,	and	there	is	a	comprehensive	listing	of	all	Irish-published	
books	 for	 the	 year.	 Artwork	 commissioned	 from	 an	 Irish	 illustrator	 for	 the	 Reading	 Campaign	
materials	 is	also	used	as	the	cover	 image	for	the	guide.	This	year’s	materials	were	 illustrated	by	
Chris	Judge.	
		
Each	year	the	guide	features	a	special	spread	on	a	particular	topic	which	is	pertinent	during	the	year	
in	question.	This	year,	in	response	to	Irelands	diversifying	population	and	increased	awareness	of	
our	immediate	surrounds	and	environment,	we	developed	the	Citizens	of	the	World	section.	We	
hope	that	the	books	featured	in	it	will	give	young	readers	an	insight	into	the	lives	of	other	children	
around	the	world,	allowing	them	to	experience	the	realities	of	life	in	another	country	and	building	
empathy	for	people	who	may	at	first	seem	very	different	to	them.		
	
The	Inis	Reading	Guide	is	sold	in	bulk	packs	of	100	as	well	as	in	large	and	small	packs	with	posters,	
bookmarks	and	stickers,	and	individually	online.	The	guides	are	bought	by	librarians,	teachers	and	
booksellers	and	are	distributed	free	of	charge	to	their	customers	and	members.	These	guides	are	
kept	over	years	by	our	members	and	are	used	by	teachers,	librarians,	booksellers	and	parents	as	a	
source	of	expertise.	The	guide	will	be	used	throughout	the	year	at	CBI	Book	Clinics	and	other	events	
as	a	valuable	way	to	promote	CBI’s	activities,	which	are	featured	within	the	pages,	and	to	encourage	
new	memberships.	In	2015-16	the	guides	had	further	reach	through	the	Laureate	na	nÓg	Once	upon	
a	Place	and	Seanachaí	projects,	where	all	participants	received	a	copy.	
	
In	2016	we	met	our	goal	(as	per	our	strategic	planning)	to	work	with	the	Department	of	Education	
and	Skills	to	distribute	4,050	copies	of	the	guide:	one	to	every	primary	and	secondary	school	in	the	
country,	with	the	support	of	the	Irish	Copyright	Licensing	Agency.	The	guide	was	also	included	in	
every	 delegate	 bag	 at	 The	 Bookseller	 Children’s	 Conference	 and	 distributed	 to	 gaelscoileanna	
through	an	Chomhairle	um	Oideachas	Gaeltachta	agus	Gaelscolaíochta’s	conferences	and	mobile	
library.	The	guide	boasts	four	extra	pages	compared	to	the	extent	of	last	year’s	publication,	with	a	
total	print	run	of	18,000	copies.	

Inis,	the	Children’s	Books	Ireland	magazine								
Inis	 magazine,	 in	 print	 and	 online,	 is	 the	 most	 important	 record	 of	 the	 development	 of	 Irish	
children’s	 literature.	 It	 is	 the	 only	 source	 of	 regular	 review	 for	 Irish	 authors,	 illustrators	 and	
publishers	 and	 Irish-language	 texts	 and,	 as	 such,	 it	 provides	 an	 important	 contribution	 to	 the	
promotion	of	Irish	works	for	young	audiences	for	both	national	and	international	readers.	 It	has	
documented	the	growth	and	status	of	children’s	literature	studies	as	an	academic	discipline.	With	
its	diverse	audience	of	writers,	illustrators,	publishers,	teachers,	librarians,	academics,	students	and	
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parents	both	in	Ireland	and	abroad,	Inis	is	a	completely	unique	resource.	It	therefore	serves	as	an	
invaluable	 platform	 for	 the	 advocacy	 of	 children’s	 books	 as	 well	 as	 a	 valuable	 forum	 for	 the	
children’s	literature	community.		
	
	

Inis	is	published	three	times	a	year	(January,	April,	July)	as	
part	 of	 CBI’s	 suite	 of	 quarterly	 publications	 for	members	
(completed	by	a	fourth,	the	Inis	Reading	Guide,	in	October).	
Inis	 magazine	 online	 (as	 part	 of	 the	 main	
childrensbooksireland.ie	 site)	 is	 updated	 regularly	 with	
original	reviews	and	in-depth	features	and	has	benefitted	
from	a	website	redesign	in	2016.		
	
Inis	 is	 supported	 by	 a	 team	 of	 reviewers,	 writers	 and	
interviewers	 who	 generously	 give	 of	 their	 time	 to	

contribute	to	the	magazine.	Reviews	Editor	Juliette	Saumande	is	responsible	for	the	selection	of	
books	and	reviewers	and	the	editing	and	uploading	of	content	for	print	and	online.	Irish-language	
editor	Siobhán	McNamara	is	responsible	for	selection	of	books	and	reviewers	for	all	titles	in	Irish,	
for	editing	and	uploading	content,	and	for	procuring	features	for	print	and	online.	The	CBI	executive	
manages	 the	 overall	 editing	 of	 the	magazine	 and	 the	 commissioning	 of	 features.	High	 editorial	
standards	are	upheld	both	in	print	and	online	and	copy-editors	and	proofreaders	are	used	for	both	
Irish	and	English	language	content.	
	
	

 
 
Each	issue	of	Inis	features	a	picturebook	illustration	by	an	Irish	illustrator	on	the	front	cover.	Issues	
46,	47	and	48	in	2016	featured	Fatti	Burke,	Sarah	Bowie	and	Peter	Donnelly.	
	

CBI	Annual	Conference									 	
2016	was	the	26th	year	of	the	CBI	International	Conference,	the	leading	event	in	Ireland	for	adults	
with	a	personal	or	professional	interest	in	books	and	reading	for	children	and	young	people.	The	
conference	 celebrates	 the	 best	 in	 Irish	 and	 international	 children’s	 books	 and	 provides	 an	
opportunity	for	delegates	to	reflect	on	the	impact,	importance	and	imagination	of	children’s	books,	
as	well	as	to	network	with	like-minded	professionals	in	the	community	of	practice.	
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The	 2016	 conference,	 entitled	 ‘Better	 Together?	
Collaboration	 and	 Teamwork	 in	 Children’s	 Books’	
was	 held	 on	 September	 17	 and	 18	 and	 featured	 a	
line-up	 of	 Irish	 and	 international	 speakers	 whose	
experience	covered	all	age	ranges	within	the	sphere	
of	children’s	books,	and	all	genres,	including	spoken	
word	performances	and	Irish	language	writers.	The	
line-up	 included	 Irish	 picturebook	 maker	 Oliver	
Jeffers	 with	 co-illustrator	 of	 his	 latest	 book,	 Sam	
Winston;	Laureate	na	nÓg	PJ	Lynch	in	conversation	
with	Ryan	Tubridy	(ahead	of	the	release	of	their	new	
book);	a	panel	of	new	 Irish	writers,	 showcasing	up	
and	 coming	 talent;	 and	 a	 delegation	 of	 Canadian	
authors	 in	 partnership	 with	 Ottawa	 International	
Writers	 Festival	 and	 supported	 by	 the	 Canada	
Council,	 including	Alan	Cumyn,	 poet	 and	Governor	
General	 award-winner	 Katharena	 Vermette,	
illustrator	Sydney	Smith	and	another	award-winning	
poet,	 JonArno	 Lawson.	 There	 was	 also	 a	 session	
showcasing	 JCSP	 students	 who	 presented	
performance	poetry	at	the	conference.		
	

The	conference	also	included	the	presentation	of	the	annual	CBI	award.	This	award	is	made	to	an	
individual	or	organisation	 in	 recognition	of	 an	outstanding	 contribution	 to	 children’s	books.	CBI	
members	nominate	for	this	award	and	the	selection	is	made	by	the	Board.	The	2016	winner	was	
Amanda	Piesse	in	respect	of	her	dedication	to	the	advancement	of	children’s	literature	studies	over	
a	number	of	decades.	
	
Sponsorship	for	the	conference	(including	delegate	bags,	drinks	reception	and	coffee	breaks)	was	
secured	from	Walker	Books,	Bloomsbury	Publishing	and	Gill	Books.	Further	sponsorship	and	in-kind	
benefits	were	secured	from	publishers,	the	Ottawa	International	Book	Festival,	the	Canada	Council,	
Poetry	Ireland	and	The	Bookseller.	CBI	gave	support	in	kind	to	a	number	of	partner	organisations:	
Books	 Ireland	 included	a	copy	of	 their	magazine	 (with	a	PJ	Lynch-illustrated	cover:	Eoin	Colfer’s	
Once	upon	a	Place	Laureate	anthology)	in	each	delegate	bag	and	iBbY	Ireland	presented	their	newly	
reorganised	national	section	at	the	conference.	
	
We	succeeded	in	securing	social	media	and	digital	support	from	RTÉ	Supporting	the	Arts.	Our	event	
was	promoted	via	RTÉ’s	anchor	Twitter	account	@rte	using	mechanisms	such	as	@	mentions,	re-
tweets	and	competitions.	The	@rte	twitter	account	currently	has	330,000	followers.	
	

CBI	Book	of	the	Year	Awards		
The	CBI	Book	of	the	Year	Awards	celebrate	excellence	in	Irish	authors	and	illustrators	and	are	the	
leading	 awards	 for	 children’s	 books	 in	 Ireland.	 CBI	 assembles	 an	 expert	 panel	 of	 judges	 with	
particular	capabilities	in	areas	such	as	Irish	language,	fiction	and	picturebooks,	with	an	independent	
chair.	A	young	judge	also	sits	on	the	judging	panel;	this	year’s	young	judge	was	a	TY	student	from	
Wesley	College.	The	panel	reads	and	debates	the	eligible	books	and	follows	a	scoring	system	to	
select	the	shortlisted	titles	and	winners.	The	awards	are	as	follows:		

• CBI	Book	of	the	Year	Award	
• Honour	Award	for	Fiction		
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• Honour	Award	for	Illustration	
• Judges	Special	Award	
• Eilís	Dillon	Award	for	a	first	book		
• Children’s	Choice	Award	

	
Unique	to	the	CBI	Awards	is	the	shadowing	scheme.	Each	year,	young	readers	in	schools,	libraries	
and	communities	across	Ireland	meet	in	their	class	or	book	club	groups	and	discuss	the	shortlisted	
titles.	They	follow	the	same	scoring	process	as	the	judges	and	their	votes	decide	the	winner	of	the	
Children’s	 Choice	 Award.	 CBI	 produces	 extremely	 comprehensive	 shadowing	 packs	 containing	
quality	resources	for	use	by	teachers,	librarians	or	book	club	leaders	to	help	their	groups	engage	
with	the	texts	through	drama,	artwork,	quizzes	and	imaginative	exercises.		
	

	
	
The	 shadowing	 scheme	 developed	 and	 grew	 exponentially	 in	 2016	 as	 a	 result	 of	 an	 active	
recruitment	drive	in	Northern	Ireland	in	order	to	make	the	scheme	truly	all-island.	Approximately	
126	shadowing	groups	took	part,	a	60%	increase	on	2015	which	can	be	attributed	almost	entirely	
to	our	focused	attention	on	increasing	groups	in	Northern	Ireland,	showing	as	58%	of	all	groups	
registered.	CBI’s	aim	in	2016	was	to	engage	a	minimum	of	ten	new	groups	North	and	South;	we	
succeeded	in	engaging	50	new	groups	in	Northern	Ireland	and	24	in	the	Republic	of	Ireland.	This	
was	due	to	support	from	Arts	Council	of	Northern	Ireland	Lottery	funding	and	partnerships	with	the	
Education	Authority	Northern	Ireland,	Libraries	NI	and	Young	at	Art.	In	the	Republic	of	Ireland	we	
formed	a	partnership	with	 the	 Local	Government	Management	Agency	 (Libraries	Development)	
which	also	gives	us	further	reach	to	reading	groups.		
	
In	2015-16	two	groups	of	teachers	took	part	in	the	shadowing	as	their	book	club	for	March	to	May,	
and	our	first	nursery	group	also	took	part,	with	the	staff	reading	all	the	books	and	later	lining	all	the	
babies	up	to	point	at	their	favourites!	For	the	first	time,	a	special	shortlist	announcement	event	in	
Belfast	was	held	in	partnership	with	Young	at	Art	as	part	of	the	Belfast	Children’s	Festival	in	March	
2016.	The	event	was	 for	 invitees	 including	a	 limited	number	of	 local	 shadowing	groups,	media,	
teachers,	 librarians	 and	 other	 interested	 stakeholders,	 and	 was	 an	 exclusive	 first	 look	 at	 the	
shortlisted	titles.		
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The	awards	ceremony	for	the	winners	was	held	in	Dublin	in	May	during	the	International	Literature	
Festival	Dublin	(ILFD),	giving	increased	visibility	to	the	ceremony	and	recognising	the	importance	of	
the	awards	in	the	landscape	of	children’s	literature	in	Ireland.	Embedding	the	awards	within	these	
two	festivals	is	indicative	of	Young	at	Art,	ILFD	and	Children’s	Books	Ireland’s	shared	desire	to	work	
together	towards	increasing	children’s	literature-	and	book-related	events	in	festival	programmes.		
	
	
The	shortlist	was	composed	of	nine	titles,	listed	below,	with	the	winners	flagged:	

	
• Imaginary	 Fred	 written	 by	 Eoin	 Colfer,	
illustrated	by	Oliver	Jeffers	
• The	Day	the	Crayons	Came	Home	illustrated	by	
Oliver	Jeffers	
• The	 Boy	 at	 the	 Top	 of	 the	Mountain	by	 John	
Boyne	
• Gulliver	illustrated	by	Lauren	O’Neill	(WINNER	
Honour	Award	for	Illustration)	
• Asking	for	It	written	by	Louise	O’Neill	(WINNER	
Honour	Award	for	Fiction)	
• Ná	 Gabh	 ar	 Scoil!	 written	 by	 Máire	 Zepf,	
illustrated	by	Tarsila	Krüse	
• Irelandopedia	 written	 by	 John	 Burke,	
illustrated	 by	 Fatti	 Burke	 (WINNER	 Judges’	 Special	
Award	and	Eilís	Dillon	Award)	
• The	Wordsmith	by	Patricia	Forde	
• One	by	Sarah	Crossan	(WINNER	CBI	Book	of	the	
Year	Award	and	Children’s	Choice	Award)	
	
	

Through	further	partnership	and	funding	from	Dublin	UNESCO	City	of	Literature,	CBI	programmed	
a	 large	proportion	of	 the	 ILFD	schools	programme,	giving	ten	schools	 the	opportunity	 to	attend	
events	with	the	shortlisted	authors	and	illustrators.	This	brought	shadowing	groups	who	were	new	
to	the	CBI	Awards	together	with	the	shortlistees,	ensuring	that	their	experience	of	shadowing	is	a	
memorable	and	positive	one.		
	
A	short	film	was	made	with	a	number	of	shadowing	groups	(also	supported	by	Dublin	UNESCO	City	
of	 Literature)	 discussing	 their	 experiences	 of	 the	 shadowing	 scheme	 and	 their	 opinions	 on	 the	
shortlist,	and	this	was	screened	at	the	ceremony;	it	can	be	viewed	on	the	CBI	YouTube	channel.	A	
number	of	groups	attended	the	ceremony,	met	the	shortlistees	and	guest	speaker,	RTÉ	broadcaster	
Rick	O’Shea,	in	person	as	well	as	announcing	and	presenting	the	Children’s	Choice	Award,	giving	
them	an	active	and	important	role	in	the	celebrations.		
	
The	awards	were	supported	by	lively	print	materials	including	posters	and	bookmarks	which	were	
distributed	to	schools,	libraries	and	bookshops,	and	by	a	full	media	campaign.		
	
We	maintained	our	relationship	with	the	Irish	Arts	Center	(IAC)	in	Manhattan,	New	York,	to	produce	
the	second	Rí	Rá	Children’s	Festival	of	Literature	on	2	October	2016,	celebrating	the	winners	of	the	
2015–16	awards	–	John	and	Kathi	(Fatti)	Burke,	Lauren	O’Neill	and	Sarah	Crossan	–	and	Laureate	na	
nÓg	PJ	Lynch.	This	one-day	festival	represents	the	best	in	contemporary	Irish	children’s	books.	CBI’s	
Programme	and	Events	Manager	co-programmed	the	festival	and	attended	alongside	the	festival	
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guests.	 A	 CBI	 Book	 Doctor	 was	 also	 in	 attendance,	 recommending	 books	 by	 Irish	 authors	 and	
illustrators	that	are	currently	available	through	the	New	York	Public	Library	system.	
	

CBI	Book	Clinics		
Children’s	Books	Ireland’s	(CBI)	Book	Clinics	are	pop-
up	 events	 for	 providing	 guidance	 about	 books	 to	
children	and	families,	developing	young	audiences	for	
contemporary	 literature	 and	 illustration.	 Children’s	
book	experts	are	presented	as	Book	Doctors	with	lab	
coats	and	an	official	stamp.	Based	on	an	informal	chat	
with	 patients	 who	 need	 guidance,	 Book	 Doctors	
recommend	 excellent	 books,	 comics	 or	 graphic	
novels,	 often	 using	 CBI’s	 Inis	 Reading	 Guide	 to	 the	
best	books	of	the	year	as	a	tool	which	is	given	to	each	
family	to	take	home.		
	
One-to-one	 engagement	with	 every	 child	 is	 crucial:	
interventions	 are	 personalised	 and	 completely	
focused	on	the	child’s	experience.	Each	consultation	
lasts	10-15	minutes;	each	Clinic	3-4	hours.	While	we	

can’t	see	huge	audiences	in	this	time,	the	experience	for	the	children	we	do	see	is	very	special,	and	
in	Dublin	venues	especially	we	are	beginning	to	see	return	visitors,	illustrating	demand	for	the	Clinic.	
We	have	also	held	 Twitter	Book	Clinics	 at	 opportune	 times	 –	 to	 recommend	 summer	 reads,	 or	
leading	up	to	Christmas.	These	are	aimed	at	parents,	rather	than	young	readers.	
	
CBI’s	Reading	Passport	was	specially	commissioned	for	these	events	and	was	illustrated	by	Fintan	
Taite.	This	Passport	is	a	beautiful	object	and	a	fantastic	activity	book	for	doodling,	logging	favourite	
reads	and	completing	reading	challenges.	Each	child	fills	out	their	personal	details	and	receives	their	
prescription	within	it,	and	can	track	future	reading	milestones,	collect	a	stamp	from	the	local	library	
etc.	In	the	waiting	room,	patients	can	work	on	‘doodle	starters’	commissioned	from	members	of	
Illustrators	Ireland:	illustrated	backgrounds	waiting	to	be	filled	by	
each	child	–	e.g.	an	astronaut	 in	space,	an	underwater	scene,	a	
castle	–	for	various	ages	and	abilities.		
	
The	Clinics	further	CBI’s	mission	of	ensuring	that	books	are	a	part	
of	every	child’s	life.	Since	2012,	CBI	has	run	over	100	Book	Clinics.	
Our	 team	 of	 seven	 Book	 Doctors	 comprises	 extremely	
knowledgeable	librarians,	booksellers	and	reviewers	who	are	well	
equipped	 to	 recommend	 books	 for	 every	 kind	 of	 reader,	 or	 to	
introduce	 those	 who	 are	 not	 yet	 readers	 to	 a	 book	 that	 will	
capture	 their	 imagination.	 The	 Doctors	 choose	 excellent,	
contemporary	books	to	suit	each	child,	never	imposing	their	own	
‘favourites’,	 focusing	 on	 reading	 for	 pleasure	 rather	 than	 for	
learning	or	 literacy.	 The	Clinics	have	 run	 in	museums,	 galleries,	
shopping	centres	and	festivals	that	have	a	family	focus.		
	

Book	Clubs		
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In	partnership	with	Words	Ireland,	CBI	set	up	two	book	clubs	in	Wicklow,	for	children	aged	7–9	and	
10–12,	to	be	facilitated	by	Book	Doctor	Louise	Gallagher.	Wicklow	Libraries	and	Wicklow	Arts	Office	
identified	Blessington	as	an	area	of	need	with	a	strong	catchment	area.	The	book	clubs	ran	over	a	
6-month	period	and	the	children	participated	in	the	CBI	Book	of	the	Year	Award	Shadowing	Scheme.	
The	clubs	proved	so	popular	that	the	branch	librarian,	in	collaboration	with	our	Book	Doctor,	set	up	
two	more	clubs	which	ran	on	the	same	evenings.	Training	and	support	was	provided	by	the	Book	
Doctor	 and	 the	 library	 staff	 are	 now	 equipped	 to	 continue	 the	 book	 clubs	 themselves	 and	 to	
participate	in	shadowing	in	future	years.		
	
In	partnership	with	RTÉjr	and	SwipeTV,	CBI	also	ran	online	book	clubs	through	2016.	Drawing	on	
our	expertise	and	that	of	our	Book	Doctors,	CBI	has	created	content	and	selected	the	books	for	
RTÉjr’s	website	and	Facebook	pages,	reaching	a	broad	audience	of	parents	of	0–8-year-olds.	This	
book	 club	 is	 aimed	 at	 parents	 and	 families	who	 do	 not	 have	 a	 strong	 reading	 culture/	 reading	
environment	at	home.	
	
The	RTÉjr	book	club	has	500	members	and	the	RTÉjr	Facebook	page	has	almost	13,000	 likes.	 In	
February	 2016,	 CBI	made	 recommendations	 of	 excellent	 books	 in	 the	 Irish	 language	 in	 time	 to	
celebrate	Seachtain	na	Gaeilge.	The	SwipeTV	book	club	takes	place	on	RTÉ2,	on	the	SwipeTV	app	
and	online	and	 is	 for	children	aged	8–12.	This	360-degree	programme	is	designed	for	maximum	
interaction	with	children:	content	aired	on	TV	is	supported	by	more	extensive	content	on	the	app.	
Each	 month	 CBI	 recommends	 two	 books	 for	 this	 age	 group.	 Viewers	 can	 get	 involved	 via	 the	
SwipeTV	app,	review	the	books	and	get	a	chance	to	appear	on	the	show.	Recommended	books	from	
both	book	clubs	are	offered	as	competition	prizes	monthly	alongside	the	Inis	Reading	Guide	and	
other	branded	materials.	At	the	end	of	2016,	RTÉ	announced	plans	to	source	all	programming	for	
children	and	young	people	 from	the	 independent	 sector	 rather	 than	producing	programmes	 in-
house,	which	will	have	an	impact	on	this	partnership.	CBI	hopes	to	maintain	a	relationship	through	
the	RTÉjr	online	book	club	and	 to	explore	other	ways	of	working	with	RTÉ	as	part	of	 their	new	
arrangement.		

CBI’s	Annual	Reading	Campaign		
CBI’s	reading	campaign	is	a	call	to	action	for	young	readers	and	the	adults	in	their	lives.	Our	aim	is	
to	promote	books	and	reading,	with	a	particular	emphasis	on	Irish	books	(books	by	an	Irish	author	
or	 illustrator,	 or	 Irish-published	 books).	 We	 do	 this	 through	 a	 comprehensive	 programme	 of	
activities	and	events	and	through	producing	the	annual	Inis	Reading	Guide	(full	details	below)	plus	
bookmarks,	stickers	and	posters	to	support	the	campaign.	
		
With	CBI’s	support,	libraries,	schools	and	bookshops	across	the	country	will	programme	events	with	
children’s	writers,	storytellers	and	illustrators	from	Ireland	and	overseas.	CBI	maintains	a	database	
of	 artists	 who	 are	 available	 for	 events,	 and	 provides	 funding	 to	 library	 authorities	 all	 over	 the	
country	(ensuring	as	much	geographical	spread	as	possible)	for	a	number	of	exciting	and	innovative	
live	literature	events	through	our	programme	support	fund,	made	possible	by	funding	from	the	Irish	
Copyright	 Licensing	 Agency.	 We	 also	 programme	 free	 events	 in	 partnership	 with	 publishers,	
libraries,	festivals	and	bookshops:	in	2016	we	worked	with	Penguin	Ireland	to	bring	illustrator	Chris	
Judge	and	comedian	David	O’Doherty’s	Danger	 is	Everywhere	 book	 tour	 to	 children	around	 the	
country.	
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Each	 year	 we	 commission	 artwork	 from	 an	 Irish	
illustrator	 to	accompany	a	 slogan	on	our	 Inis	Reading	
Guide,	 posters,	 bookmarks	 and	 stickers.	 This	 year’s	
artist	is	Chris	Judge	and	the	slogan	is	‘There’s	So	Much	
in	a	Book	/	Tá	an	Méid	Sin	i	Leabhar’.	The	materials	are	
deliberately	 not	 dated	 so	 that	 they	 can	 be	 used	
throughout	 the	 year	 by	 the	 bookshops,	 libraries,	 arts	
centres	and	schools	that	purchase	them.	
	
CBI	manages	publicity	and	communications	around	the	
campaign,	 as	 well	 as	 a	 social	 media	 campaign	 and	
competitions	via	Twitter	and	Facebook.	We	continue	to	
partner	with	The	O’Brien	Press	for	the	annual	Design-a-
Cover	 competition,	 which	 invites	 young	 people	 to	
submit	 designs	 for	 a	 new	 cover	 of	 a	 chosen	 O’Brien	
Press	book.	The	winner	will	have	their	design	published	
as	a	new	edition,	with	runners	up	featuring	inside	the	
book.		
	
CBI	partnered	with	RTÉ’s	SwipeTV	 to	 run	a	Book	Club	

competition	at	the	end	of	2016	with	the	aim	of	encouraging	children	to	read	and	to	be	creative	and	
imaginative.	Viewers	of	the	show	were	encouraged	to	think	about	the	books	they	are	reading	and	
to	show	us	how	much	they	love	their	favourite	book.	Using	the	SwipeTV	app,	young	people	could	
upload	a	picture	of	themselves	as	their	favourite	character,	a	drawing	of	a	scene	from	their	favourite	
book,	a	piece	of	film	or	anything	else	that	shows	us	their	passion	and	enthusiasm	for	reading.	The	
most	creative	and	persuasive	demonstrations	were	shortlisted	and	put	to	a	public	vote.	The	winner	
will	be	announced	in	early	2017	and	will	receive	a	library	of	books	for	their	school.	The	campaign	
was	supported	by	RTÉ’s	various	social	media	and	marketing	outlets.		
	
CBI	partnered	with	the	Local	Government	Management	Agency	(LGMA)	to	cross-promote	reading	
campaigns:	ours	throughout	October	and	the	public	 libraries’	Summer	Stars	reading	programme	
which	ran	in	libraries	throughout	the	country	this	summer.	Through	CBI’s	SwipeTV	partnership,	we	
arranged	 for	 Alan	 Nolan,	 illustrator	 of	 the	 Summer	 Stars	 programme	 materials,	 to	 appear	 on	
SwipeTV	and	promote	the	project.	In	return	the	libraries	promoted	CBI’s	reading	campaign	in	all	
their	branches.	
	
CBI	worked	with	‘Drop	Everything	and	Read’	in	2016.	The	Drop	Everything	and	Read	campaign	is	
designed	to	raise	awareness	of	reading	for	pleasure	for	all	ages	and	the	value	of	taking	time	out	
every	day	to	read.	Everyone	was	encouraged	to	‘drop	everything	and	read’	at	12	o’clock	on	the	29	
April	for	20	minutes.	CBI	attended	two	meetings	in	advance	of	the	campaign,	provided	professional	
support	 and	 raised	 awareness	 across	 our	 social	 media	 platforms	 and	 media	 partnerships.	 The	
campaign	is	led	by	JCSP	libraries.	In	2017	it	is	planned	that	the	campaign	will	increase	its	coverage	
and	produce	a	website.	
	
Our	own	2016	reading	campaign	was	launched	on	Culture	Night,	16	September	2016,	leading	into	
the	weekend	on	which	the	CBI	International	Conference	is	held.	CBI	had	a	very	visible	presence	in	
Hodges	Figgis’	bookshop	window	in	central	Dublin.	Chris	Judge,	who	created	the	image	for	our	2016	
reading	campaign,	worked	with	visiting	Canadian	illustrator	Sydney	Smith	on	a	large-scale	artwork	
which	was	developed	live	in	response	to	prompts	from	the	audience	outside	the	window	and	via	
Twitter.	 CBI’s	 Book	 Doctors	 wrote	 book	 prescriptions	 and	 we	 launched	 our	 reading	 campaign	
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officially,	unveiling	the	image	for	our	posters,	bookmarks	and	reading	guides	which	were	available	
on	the	night.	A	book	signing	for	the	illustrators	also	took	place.	
	

Live	literature	programming	
Imaginative,	innovative	and	high	quality	live	literature	programming	(i.e.	events	for	young	people	
that	engage	them	with	books	through	storytelling,	poetry,	writing	or	illustration)	is	a	core	part	of	
CBI’s	activity	throughout	the	year,	through	our	own	programming	and	in	partnership	with	festivals	
all	over	the	island	of	Ireland.	This	serves	to	achieve	many	of	our	aims:	

• Providing	high	quality	events	for	young	audiences	all	over	the	island	of	Ireland	which	will	
bring	books	to	life	through	imaginative	engagement	with	authors	and	illustrators	

• Showcasing	 excellent	 work	 by	 emerging	 and	 established	 Irish	 artists	 and	 providing	 a	
platform	for	them	to	engage	with	audiences	in	Ireland	and	internationally	

• Ensuring	 that	 artists	 are	 properly	 remunerated	 for	 their	 work	 and	 that	 best	 practice	
guidelines	are	followed	in	relation	to	author	care	and	event	programming	

• Nurturing	partnerships	with	festivals,	venues,	libraries	and	other	arts	organisations	in	order	
to	maximise	 resources,	 share	knowledge	and	build	audiences	 for	children’s	book-related	
activity	

• Building	 CBI’s	 public	 profile	 and	 membership	 base	 through	 directly	 accessing	 parents,	
teachers	and	librarians	

	
CBI	continues	to	deliver	events	such	as	CBI	Book	Clinics	which	are	free,	 inclusive,	suitable	for	all	
ages	and	which	attract	large	audiences	because	of	their	drop-in	nature.	We	also	programme	one-
off	events	with	partners	e.g.	Dave	Rudden	at	the	National	Gallery	for	Hallowe’en	2016.	We	facilitate	
partnerships	between	authors	and	 festivals	 and	put	 together	and	chair	panel	discussions	about	
children’s	literature	which	are	aimed	at	an	adult	audience.		
	
In	2016,	CBI	programmed	the	children’s	and	families	portion	of	the	Dublin	Festival	of	History	for	the	
second	year	running	on	behalf	of	Dublin	City	Libraries.	We	recognise	that	many	festivals	do	not	have	
the	resources	necessary	to	outsource	this	portion	of	their	programme,	and	we	continue	to	work	in	
various	ways	with	festivals	around	the	country,	offering	advice	where	appropriate,	advocating	for	
fair	rates	of	pay	for	children’s	writers	and	illustrators,	encouraging	high-quality	programming	for	
children	and	young	people	and	calling	for	best	practice	in	event	management	and	author	care.	
	
Strong	relationships	continued	with	the	West	Cork	Literary	Festival;	Towers	and	Tales	Festival	 in	
Lismore,	 Waterford;	 Cúirt	 International	 Festival	 of	 Literature	 and	 Baboró	 in	 Galway;	 Listowel	
Writers	 Week,	 Kerry	 (the	 National	 Children’s	 Literary	 Festival);	 Dublin	 Book	 Festival;	 Dublin	
International	Literature	Festival;	Mountains	to	Sea	(Dún	Laoghaire)	and	DeptCon2	(run	by	Eason’s	
Department	51)	where	Director	Elaina	Ryan	chaired	two	panels	on	young	adult	literature.		
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CBI	programmed	the	children’s	and	family	events	at	the	
Arts	 Council’s	 Literary	 Tent	 at	 Electric	 Picnic	 for	 the	
second	year	running,	an	important	step	in	giving	parity	
of	esteem	to	excellent	children’s	writers	and	illustrators	
alongside	 their	 peers	 in	 the	 sphere	 of	 adult	 fiction.	
Laureate	 na	 nÓg	 PJ	 Lynch	 was	 in	 conversation	 with	
former	 Laureate	 Niamh	 Sharkey,	 chaired	 by	 Patricia	
Forde,	 and	 a	 panel	 discussion	 took	 place	 between	
Shane	 Hegarty	 (formerly	 of	 The	 Irish	 Times),	 Dave	
Rudden	 and	 Brian	 Conaghan,	 chaired	 by	 CBI	 Director	
Elaina	Ryan	and	illustrated	live	by	Chris	Judge.	The	Book	
Doctors	and	Doodle	Doctors	met	families	each	day	and	
the	 Inis	 Reading	 Guide	 and	 other	 materials	 were	
distributed.	
	
We	also	maintained	a	strong	presence	at	the	Bloom	in	
the	Park	Festival	in	Dublin’s	Phoenix	Park	for	the	third	
year	running,	with	cash	sponsorship	and	in-kind	support	
secured	from	Bord	Bia.	A	ready	audience	of	parents	and	
grandparents	attend	this	five-day	event	each	year,	and	

CBI	 has	 built	 on	 its	 initial	 offering	 to	 include	 Monster	 Doodles,	 Book	 Clinics	 and	 a	 wealth	 of	
information	for	families.	

	

Laureate	na	nÓg		
During	2016,	the	Laureate	na	nÓg	project	continued	to	be	a	vital	initiative	to	support	the	role	of	
children’s	 books	 in	 our	 cultural	 lives.	 Laureate	 na	 nÓg	 is	 an	 initiative	 of	 the	 Arts	 Council,	
administered	by	Children’s	Books	Ireland	with	the	support	of	The	Arts	Council	of	Northern	Ireland,	
the	Department	for	Children	and	Youth	Affairs,	and	Poetry	Ireland.	CBI	is	the	project	manager	for	
Laureate	na	nÓg	and	all	aspects	of	the	day-to-day	running	of	the	initiative	are	handled	by	CBI.		
	
Eoin	Colfer	was	Laureate	na	nÓg	2014–2016.	He	identified	three	priorities	for	his	term	as	Ireland’s	
third	Laureate	na	nÓg	(succeeding	Siobhán	Parkinson	and	Niamh	Sharkey).		

1. A	sixteen-location	nationwide	tour	of	story	and	storytelling	in	areas	that	might	not	
otherwise	have	visiting	authors	and	storytellers,	for	reasons	of	geographic	remoteness	or	
lack	of	financial	resources,	e.g.	small	schools	in	the	Burren,	County	Clare;	a	direct	provision	
centre	in	Cork	City.	
	

2. Special	storytelling	events	in	fantastic	and	unusual	places,	including	a	Mass	Rock	in	Kerry,	
Cnoc	na	Sidhe	in	Sligo	and	Hook	Head	Lighthouse	in	Wexford.	
	

3. An	anthology	for	children,	entitled	Once	upon	a	Place,	telling	stories	of	(or	inspired	by)	
places	all	over	Ireland,	with	original	stories	by	eleven	of	Ireland’s	finest	writers,	six	poets	
and	illustrations	by	PJ	Lynch.		

The	tour	was	extraordinarily	successful	with	an	estimated	reach	of	3,650	children	over	the	full	
duration.	Valuable	relationships	with	local	partners	were	built	in	each	location,	and	a	large	team	
of	writers,	poets	and	storytellers	were	involved	in	delivering	the	island-wide	tour.		
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Eoin	Colfer	generously	returned	his	Laureate	honorarium,	preferring	that	it	be	reinvested	in	the	
Laureate	project.	As	a	result,	there	was	scope	for	Eoin	to	have	a	legacy	project,	Seanachaí,	which	
took	place	in	2016	as	part	of	the	1916	commemorations.	Class	groups	worked	with	a	writer	
facilitator	in	Dublin,	Cork,	Galway	and	Derry	to	tell	the	story	of	where	their	family	was	in	1916,	
and	to	work	on	their	own	stories.	Short	films	of	each	group	are	on	the	Laureate	YouTube	channel.	
	

	
	
Illustrator	PJ	Lynch	was	announced	as	Ireland’s	fourth	Laureate	na	nÓg	in	May	2016.	His	theme	as	
Laureate	na	nÓg	is	The	Big	Picture.	One	aspect	of	the	theme	is	that	PJ	will	film,	edit	and	present	a	
regular	 podcast	 throughout	 his	 term	 as	 Laureate,	 involving	 live	 drawing	 or	 demonstrating	
techniques	and	interviewing	Irish	and	international	guests	to	talk	about	their	passion	in	relation	to	
children’s	literature.	All	episodes	are	available	on	the	Laureate	website	and	YouTube	channel.		
	
The	second	strand	involves	large-scale	artworks,	physical	Big	Pictures	which	children	and	families	
can	get	involved	in	creating.		
	
PJ’s	 first	 public	 event	 took	 place	 as	 part	 of	 the	 International	 Literature	 Festival	 Dublin.	 Further	
appearances	 included	 Hay	 Kells,	 the	 CBI	 International	 Conference,	 Baboró	 International	 Arts	
Festival	for	Children	in	Galway	and	Culture	Night	in	Belfast.	PJ	judged	the	Sightsavers	Junior	Painter	
Award.	He	also	appeared	as	part	of	the	Rí	Rá	festival	in	New	York’s	Irish	Arts	Center,	co-programmed	
by	Children’s	Books	Ireland.	A	further	international	connection	was	made	with	the	School	of	Irish	
Studies	at	Concordia	University	in	Montreal,	Canada.	PJ	(along	with	CBI’s	Programme	and	Events	
Manager,	Aoife	Murray)	addressed	students	of	the	school	in	a	talk	about	his	career,	and	took	part	
in	a	second,	public	event,	in	October	2016.		
	
Laureate	na	nÓg	has	become	a	core	part	of	CBI’s	activity,	with	support	from	a	part-time	project	
manager	 and	 considerable	 resources	 from	 within	 the	 organisation	 devoted	 to	 it.	 CBI	 also	
administers	a	number	of	legacy	projects,	the	most	significant	of	which	is	Bookbag,	a	book	gifting	
scheme	for	schools	established	during	Niamh	Sharkey’s	Laureateship	and	sponsored	by	Brown	Bag	
Films	 (see	 below	 for	more	 information).	 CBI	 is	 now	 in	 possession	 of	 a	 permanent	 collection	 of	
artwork	–	several	artists	whose	work	was	produced	digitally,	printed	and	 framed	 for	 the	Pictiúr	
exhibition	curated	by	Niamh	Sharkey	have	donated	their	pieces	to	CBI.	
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Book	gifting	
Establishing	a	nationwide	book	gifting	scheme	through	which	every	child	in	Ireland	would	receive	a	
book	within	the	first	year	of	life	is	a	long-term	goal	for	CBI.	Much	research	into	early	intervention	
has	been	conducted	and	we	believe	that	a	scheme	comparable	to	the	UK’s	Bookstart	would	have	a	
profound	effect	on	Irish	children	in	the	area	of	literacy	as	well	as	making	a	strong	statement	about	
access	to	arts	experiences	for	all	from	the	beginning	of	life.		
	
CBI	was	granted	 funding	 from	the	 JP	McManus	Benevolent	Fund	 to	establish	Bookseed,	a	book	
gifting	scheme	in	areas	of	deprivation	in	Limerick	City.	In	2016	we	put	in	place	the	structures	for	
research	 of	 evaluation	 of	 the	 scheme.	 The	 timeline	 has	 been	 delayed	 for	 a	 number	 of	 reasons	
including	the	large	number	of	partners	we	hope	to	coordinate	to	successfully	deliver	a	scheme	that	
will	have	a	meaningful	impact	on	its	recipients.		
	
As	well	as	giving	a	Bookseed	pack	(including	two	board	books,	information	on	reading	with	children,	
information	on	the	local	library	and	on	family	learning	programmes)	to	parents	within	the	first	year	
of	a	child’s	life,	extra	supports	will	be	made	available	e.g.	storytime	sessions	for	infants	and	toddlers.	
Included	in	the	budget	is	a	line	for	research,	which	will	allow	us	to	monitor	and	evaluate	the	scheme	
and	present	that	research	at	the	end	of	the	two-year	period	with	a	view	to	encouraging	other	local	
areas	to	engage	in	similar	activity.		
	

In	 partnership	 with	 Brown	 Bag	 Films,	 we	 continue	 to	 run	 the	
Bookbag	 project	 which	 was	 established	 by	 Niamh	 Sharkey	 as	
Laureate	na	nÓg.	The	project	won	the	Dublin	Airport	Authority	
Business	 to	 Arts	 Award	 bursary	 in	 2014	 and	was	 shortlisted	 a	
second	time	for	the	awards	in	2015.	As	part	of	this	scheme,	every	
student	in	a	chosen	school	is	given	a	Bookbag	containing	a	book,	
a	letter	from	Niamh	to	share	with	their	families,	and	book-related	
materials	 such	 as	 the	 Inis	 Reading	Guide,	 posters,	 stickers	 and	
bookmarks	 to	 take	 home	 and	 keep.	 Through	 the	 home	 school	

liaison	officer,	families	are	invited	to	attend	and	to	participate.	Each	class	in	the	school	receives	a	
visit	by	an	author	or	illustrator	as	part	of	the	project,	and	CBI	works	with	the	school	to	identify	any	
special	needs	that	we	can	meet	in	terms	of	promoting	a	whole-school	reading	culture.		
	
	

Bologna	Children’s	Book	Fair	
CBI	 organised	 the	 national	 shared	 stand	 for	 Ireland	 at	 the	 2016	 Bologna	 Children’s	 Book	 Fair.	
Funding	was	secured	from	Culture	Ireland	towards	stand	costs	and	travel.	Participants	included	The	
O’Brien	Press,	Little	Island	Books,	Illustrators	Ireland	and	Futa	Fata.	CBI	managed	the	reception	desk	
of	the	Irish	stand,	supported	the	organisations	in	attendance	and	provided	information	to	drop-in	
visitors.	 We	 also	 met	 with	 publishers	 and	 other	 arts	 organisations	 with	 a	 view	 to	 brokering	
relationships	 between	 Irish	 artists	 and	 international	 festivals;	 gathered	 information	 about	
upcoming	titles,	knowledge	of	which	is	crucial	to	the	ongoing	success	of	Inis	magazine	and	the	Inis	
Reading	Guide;	and	spoke	to	contacts	about	potential	speakers	for	the	CBI	Conference	and	other	
events.		
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The	presence	of	a	coherent,	attractive	Irish	stand	at	the	fair	is	crucial	in	order	to	draw	attention	to	
excellent	Irish	writing	and	illustration,	and	CBI’s	‘Stories	are	for	Everyone’	slogan	and	illustration	by	
Chris	Haughton	from	the	2015	reading	campaign	was	central	to	the	design	of	the	stand	which	was	
reused	in	2016.	
	
Bologna	 is	 a	 fair	 attended	 by	 decision-makers	 within	 publishing	 houses	 and	 influential	 reading	
promotion	organisations,	and	 there	are	enormous	opportunities	 for	 Irish	children’s	books	 to	be	
celebrated	and	for	valuable	international	connections	to	be	made.	The	Irish	stand	promotes	and	
gives	a	very	visible	platform	to	Irish	writing	and	illustration,	giving	access	directly	to	an	extremely	
important	target	audience:	publishers	within	whose	powers	it	is	to	translate	and	publish	Irish	works	
abroad	and	reading	promotion	organisations	which	run	festivals	and	events	and	which	use	the	fair	
to	accumulate	knowledge	of	international	artists	to	invite.	One	of	the	roles	of	CBI	is	to	raise	the	
profile	of	Irish	literature	and	illustration	internationally,	and	this	is	the	ideal	platform	from	which	to	
do	so.	The	potential	to	disseminate	Irish	culture	at	the	fair	is	enormous,	and	the	strength	of	our	
illustration	alone	lends	itself	to	having	a	dedicated	space	that	will	draw	people	in	to	the	work	of	our	
picturebook	artists.	
	
As	in	previous	years,	the	Irish	Embassy	in	Rome	supported	a	reception	at	the	Irish	stand,	which	was	
well	attended	by	colleagues	and	supporters	from	all	over	the	world.	Our	guest	of	honour	was	the	
Irish	Ambassador	to	Italy,	Bobby	McDonagh.		
	

Asian	Festival	of	Children’s	Content	
Acting	Director	 of	 CBI,	 Jenny	Murray,	 attended	 the	Asian	 Festival	 of	 Children’s	 Content	 (AFCC),	
which	was	held	from	25-29	May	2016	at	the	National	Library	Building,	Singapore.	AFCC	is	a	unique	
event	 in	Asia	 that	brings	 together	writers,	 illustrators,	parents,	 teachers	and	 librarians	 to	meet,	
learn	and	develop	their	craft	and	discover	business	opportunities.	A	 feature	of	the	Festival	 is	 to	
highlight	the	children’s	book	industries	in	various	countries.	The	organisers	recognised	high	levels	
of	comparison	between	Ireland	and	Singapore	in	relation	to	our	children’s	book	industries,	both	
being	island	nations	that	sit	within	bigger	neighbouring	markets	(Ireland	–	UK,	Singapore	–	rest	of	
Asia).		
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CBI	took	part	in	two	panel	discussions:	one	on	diversity	in	children’s	literature	alongside	the	CEO	of	
the	African	Bureau	for	Children’s	Stories,	a	Japanese	poet	and	fiction	author,	and	the	editor	of	the	
largest	publisher	in	Asia	to	discuss	how	as	an	organisation	we	respond	to	the	increased	need	for	
this	 and	 lack	 of	 resources.	 The	 second	 panel	 discussed	 supporting	 the	 artists,	 with	 speakers	
including	 the	 director	 of	 the	 Singapore	Writers	 Festival,	 the	 Programmer	 of	 the	 Perth	Writers	
Festival,	the	founder	of	the	Golden	Baobab	Book	Awards	in	Ghana	and	chaired	by	a	member	of	the	
Asian	 Publishers	 Association.	 The	Writers	 and	 Illustrators	 conference	 runs	 alongside	 a	 parents	
forum,	masterclasses,	a	cross-platform	summit	and	a	teachers	congress.		
	
CBI	also	gave	a	presentation	on	our	own	activities.	Alongside	these	three	talks	CBI	took	meetings	
with	 BookStart	 Japan;	 the	 director	 and	 Programmer	 of	 the	 AFCC	 to	 share	 knowledge;	 Sarah	
Odedina,	editor	and	founder	of	The	Read	Quarterly	and	The	Scoop	children’s	literature	magazine.	
We	were	also	invited	to	appear	of	ChannelNewsAsia’s	FirstLookAsia	show	which	is	broadcast	twice	
daily	and	shown	in	25	territories.	CBI	and	AFCC	Director	Mr	Rama	were	interviewed	in	a	ten-minute	
segment	on	the	comparisons	between	the	two	countries	and	the	differences	e.g.	Singapore	has	a	
very	high	literacy	rate	but	a	very	low	reading	for	pleasure	rate.	CBI	also	visited	Playeum	Children’s	
Centre	for	Creativity	and	took	other	unscheduled	meetings.	We	found	that	the	highest	 levels	of	
interest	were	in	the	CBI	Book	Clinics	and	the	Inis	Reading	Guide	–	as	such,	an	unscheduled	training	
session	was	delivered	to	17	Asian	publishers	on	how	to	develop	a	reading	guide.	The	conference	
was	attended	by	the	Irish	Ambassador	to	Singapore.	
	

Professional	development	/	Words	Ireland	
Words	 Ireland	 is	 a	 grouping	 of	 literature	 resource	 organisations	 (Children’s	 Books	 Ireland,	 Irish	
Writers	Centre,	Literature	Ireland,	Munster	Literature	Centre,	Poetry	Ireland,	Publishing	Ireland	and	
The	 Stinging	 Fly)	 which	 is	 working	 together	 to	 provide	 a	 coherent	 literature	 resource	 service,	
addressing	 current	 gaps	 and	 duplication	 of	 services	 across	 the	 programmes	 of	 its	 constituent	
organisations.		
	

In	 2016,	 Words	 Ireland	 presented	 its	 first	 National	 Literature	
Conference,	 ‘WordCon:	 Improving	 the	 Festival	 Experience’	 at	 the	
National	Library	of	Ireland.	Chocolat	author	Joanne	Harris	travelled	to	
Dublin	to	deliver	a	keynote	speech	on	19	May.	Focusing	on	festivals	and	
their	 relationship	 with	 authors	 and	 illustrators,	 industry	 leaders	
discussed	ways	of	improving	the	overall	experience	that	writers	enjoy	
at	 festivals,	 and	 addressed	 the	 topic	 of	 payment	 and	 author	 care.	 A	
short	film	of	the	event	can	be	seen	on	the	Words	Ireland	website.	
	
2016	was	 the	 second	 year	 of	 a	 three-year	 partnership	with	Wicklow	
County	 Arts	 Office	 commenced	 (with	 Poetry	 Ireland	 and	 the	 Irish	
Writers	 Centre),	 and	 CBI	 introduced	 a	 programme	 of	 activity	 in	
partnership	 with	Wicklow	 Libraries	 (see	 Book	 Clubs	 above).	 A	 panel	
event	 with	 contributors	 to	 the	 Laureate	 na	 nÓg	 anthology	 and	 a	
masterclass	 event	 with	 author-illustrator	 Marie-Louise	 Fitzpatrick	
completed	the	programme.	
	
The	 second	half	 of	 2016	 into	2017	was	devoted	 to	 a	 series	of	public	

meetings	 for	 authors	 and	 illustrators.	 The	 purpose	 of	 the	 event	 series	was	 to	 introduce	Words	
Ireland	and	its	work	and	to	find	out	what	issues	are	most	pressing	for	practising	artists.	Artists	were	
given	an	opportunity	to	influence	the	future	direction	and	activities	of	Words	Ireland	by	offering	
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practical	ideas	and	highlighting	shortcomings	in	current	literature	resource	provision.	Each	event	
was	chaired	by	a	WI	board	member	with	a	panel	of	three	writers.		
	
The	 discussion	was	 opened	 to	 the	 floor	 after	 the	 initial	 input	 from	 the	 panel	 and	 the	 findings	
(including	any	feedback	on	written	forms	provided	to	all	attendees)	will	be	collated	and	analysed	
by	Words	 Ireland,	 and	eventually	used	 to	advocate	on	behalf	of	writers	 and	 illustrators	 for	 fair	
remuneration,	professional	development	and	any	other	supports	or	opportunities	that	are	found	
to	be	lacking.	
	
Part	of	CBI’s	remit	is	professional	development	for	authors	and	illustrators	and	we	will	continue	to	
work	with	Words	Ireland	partners	(as	well	as	independently	where	appropriate)	to	deliver	seminars,	
masterclasses	and	other	services	as	needed	for	the	children’s	book	community.	We	are	in	regular	
talks	with	 Illustrators	 Ireland	about	the	requirements	of	 their	members	 in	 terms	of	professional	
development,	and	we	partner	with	SCBWI	(the	Society	of	Children’s	Book	Writers	and	Illustrators)	
on	relevant	professional	development	events,	for	example	‘Taking	it	Further’,	facilitated	by	Sheena	
Wilkinson	 in	Cork	 in	October	2016.	This	creative	writing	masterclass	focused	on	exercises	which	
help	writers	examine	their	work	more	objectively.	On	the	same	date,	in	Limerick,	CBI	was	a	partner	
along	 with	 Words	 Ireland	 on	 an	 event	 as	 part	 of	 the	 Bualadh	 Bos	 Festival.	 Covering	 process,	
publication	and	sustaining	a	writing	career,	the	panel	included	Sarah	Webb,	Claire	Hennessy	and	
Gráinne	Clear.	
	
In	March	2016	CBI	co-programmed	an	event	for	professional	writers	of	young	adult	fiction,	both	
emerging	and	established,	at	the	Mountains	to	Sea	Festival	in	Dún	Laoghaire.	Entitled	‘The	Business	
of	Children’s	Books’,	the	event	answered	such	questions	as:	what	makes	a	manuscript	stand	out	to	
an	editor	or	agent?	How	do	marketing	and	publicity	departments	promote	books?	What	can	writers	
do	to	help	promote	their	own	work?	The	panel	 included	Charlotte	Eyre,	Children’s	Editor	of	The	
Bookseller	magazine	and	Chair	of	the	YA	Book	Prize;	Annalie	Grainger,	Fiction	Commissioning	Editor	
at	 Walker	 Books	 and	 YA	 author;	 David	 Maybury,	 Media	 Development	 Director	 at	 Scholastic	
Children’s	Books	and	Hilary	Delamere,	agent.	It	was	chaired	by	Gráinne	Clear,	Publishing	Manager	
and	Art	Director	at	Little	Island	Books.	
	
In	September	CBI	delivered	a	training	session	to	Meath	libraries	regarding	establishing	a	shadowing	
group	for	the	CBI	awards.	
	
	
Bringing	to	Book	with	CICE	
Bringing	 to	Book	 is	 a	 three-year	project	within	Church	of	 Ireland	College	of	 Education	 (CICE)	 in	
association	with	CBI	and	funded	by	the	Arts	Council	as	part	of	a	series	of	artist	residencies	within	
Higher	Education	Institutions.	The	project	seeks	to	embed	knowledge	of	and	passion	for	children’s	
literature	within	 all	 aspects	 of	 teacher	 education	 in	 the	 College.	 Bringing	 to	 Book	 believes	 that	
classrooms	 rich	 in	 books	 and	 book	 experiences	 begin	 with	 teachers	 who	 are	 informed	 and	
enthusiastic	about	children’s	literature.		
	
Following	on	 from	residencies	by	Sheena	Wilkinson	and	Alan	Nolan,	writer	Claire	Hennessy	was	
appointed	Artist-in-Residence	for	2015–16.	Focusing	on	creative	writing	in	the	classroom,	Claire’s	
aims	 for	 the	 residency	 included	 public	 engagement	 via	 events,	 visits	 to	 local	 primary	 schools,	
interaction	with	 students	across	 the	 college	and	a	 legacy	project	of	online	 resources	which	will	
encourage	teachers	to	introduce	creative	writing	and	an	engagement	with	books	in	the	classroom.		
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Encountering	the	Arts	Ireland	(ETAI)	
CBI	maintained	close	links	with	colleagues	within	arts-in-education	through	Encountering	the	Arts	
Ireland,	 an	 alliance	 of	 organisations	 committed	 to	 celebrating	 and	 nurturing	 arts	 in	 education	
practice	for	all	children	in	Ireland.	ETAI	continues	to	pay	a	vital	role	connecting	organisations	with	
similar	missions	 and	 values	 and	 strengthening	 the	 arts-in-education	 sector.	 The	 organisation	 is	
working	towards	incorporation	as	a	company,	and	is	developing	a	year-long	continuing	professional	
development	programme	between	paired	teachers	and	artists	all	over	Ireland.		
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APPENDIX	1:	FINANCE	2016	
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APPENDIX	2:	BOOK	CLINICS	2016	
Date		 Venue	or	Festival	
9th	January	 DLR	LexIcon	Family	Day		
16th	January		 Twitter	Book	Clinic	–	rainy	days/	spend	those	Christmas	book	vouchers	
6th	February		 ISLAND	Arts	Centre,	Lisburn	
13th	February			 Riverbank	Arts	Centre,	Newbridge,	Kildare	
20th	February		 Excel	Centre,	Tipperary	
6th	March		 Lyric	Theatre,	Belfast	Children’s	Festival		
12th	March		 Siamsa	Tíre,	Tralee	
20th	March		 St	Patrick’s	Festival	Big	Day	Out,	Dublin	
22nd	March		 Courtyard	Shopping	Centre,	Letterkenny,	Donegal	
26th	March		 Ranfurly	House	Arts	&	Visitor	Centre,	Dungannon,	Tyrone	
28th	March		 Twitter	Book	Clinic	–	Easter	break		
23rd	April		 Towers	and	Tales,	The	Lismore	Story	Festival,	Waterford	
30th	April		 Féile	na	Bealtaine,	Dingle	
14th	May		 Kilmallock,	Co	Limerick	
21st	May		 Riverbank	Arts	Centre,	Newbridge,	Kildare	
22nd	May		 International	Literature	Festival	Dublin	at	The	Ark	
2nd	June		 Bloom	–	Thursday	
3rd	June			 Bloom	–	Friday	
4th	June		 Bloom	–	Saturday	
3rd	June		 Listowel	Writer’s	Week	
4th	June		 Listowel	Writer’s	Week	
5th	June		 Bloom	–	Sunday	
6th	June	 Bloom	–	Monday		
11th	June		 DLR	LexIcon	Family	Day	
12th	June		 Howth	Literary	Festival	
19th	June		 Dalkey	Book	Festival	
25th	June		 Hay	Festival	Kells	
18th	July		 West	Cork	Literary	Festival	
21st	August		 Terryglass	Arts	Festival,	Tipperary	
16th	September		 Culture	Night	at	Hodges	Figgis,	Dublin	
24th	September		 Aspects	Festival,	Bangor	(North	Down	Museum)	
24th	September		 Dublin	Festival	of	History,	Dublin	Castle	
2nd	October	 Rí	Rá	Festival,	Irish	Arts	Centre,	New	York	City	
16th	October		 Bualadh	Bos,	Limetree	Theatre,	Limerick	
30th	October	 Spleodar	Children’s	Festival,	Nenagh,	Tipperary	
11th	November	 Christmas	Book	Clinic	at	Hodges	Figgis	
12th	November		 Dublin	Book	Festival,	Smock	Alley	Theatre	
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