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Introduction	
	
Children’s	Books	Ireland	(CBI)	is	the	national	children’s	books	organisation	of	Ireland.	This	report	
records	the	development	and	activities	of	CBI	between	January	and	December	2017.	
	

Governance	and	structures				
CBI	 is	 led	 by	 a	 Board	 of	 directors	 which	 guides	 the	 organisation	 in	 policy	 development	 and	
implementation.		
Members	of	the	Board	in	2017	were:		

Patricia	Forde	(Chairperson)	
Patrick	Thorpe	(Vice	Chairperson,	appointed	7th	March	2017)	
Jane	Alger	(Company	Secretary)	
Irene	Barber	(resigned	21st	November	2017)	
Elena	Browne	(appointed	21st	November	2017)	
Valerie	Coghlan	(resigned	21st	November	2017)	
David	Field		
Katy	Fitzpatrick	
Conor	Hackett		
Eileen	Jackson		
David	Murphy	(resigned	17th	January	2017)	
Eddie	Murtagh		
John	O’Donnell	

	
The	Board	met	four	times	in	total	during	2017.		
	
At	the	CBI	AGM	on	24	September	2017,	the	required	reports	for	2016	were	presented	as	well	as	
audited	accounts.	An	EGM	was	held	immediately	following	the	AGM	in	order	to agree	revised	
wording	in	the	Constitution	to	comply	with	pre-approved	wording	requests	from	Revenue,	and	to	
trade	as	Children’s	Books	Ireland	(without	the	suffix	CLG).		
	
CBI	is	registered	as	a	type	C	organisation	on	the	journey	to	being	compliant	with	the	Governance	
Code.	As	part	of	this,	we	have	been	taking	part	in	the	Governance	Code	Boot	Camp	with	The	Wheel.	
This	programme	is	designed	to	help	Irish	non-profits	transition	to	an	era	of	higher	regulation	and	
transparency.	Structured	around	a	series	of	relevant	workshops	and	dedicated	events	and	support	
systems,	Boot	Camp	equips	participants	with	 the	motivation,	knowledge	and	skills	 to	 tackle	 the	
change	that	the	new	charity	regulation	and	changed	public	attitudes	towards	charities	will	bring.	
The	programme	has	been	attended	by	the	Chair	and	Director	of	the	organisation,	and	we	have	a	
goal	of	complete	compliance	by	the	end	of	2018.		
	
The	Boot	Camp	training	schedule	includes:	

• Regulation,	 Resources	 &	 Recognition	 –	 An	 Essential	 2-Day	Workshop	 for	 Irish	 Charities	
(covering	 all	 aspects	 relating	 to	 charity	 regulation,	 transparency,	 income	generation	and	
good	governance)	

• Specialist	 governance/regulation	 training	 for	 trustees	 (evening	 event	 attended	 by	 2	 CBI	
board	members	including	the	company	secretary)	

• Impacts	and	Outcomes	Workshop	
• Risk	management	Workshop		
• Corporate	Fundraising	Workshop		
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• Networking	sessions	to	facilitate	shared	learning	and	feedback	
• External	expert	inputs	(from	programme	partners	and	guests,	all	leaders	in	their	fields)	
• Template	documentation	 for	policies	which	 can	be	amended	 to	 reflect	 the	needs	of	 the	

organisation	
	
CBI	is	a	member	of	the	Development	Managers	Forum,	which	was	formally	established	in	2011	to	
build	on	the	network	of	fundraising	professionals	that	emerged	from	Business	to	Arts’	New	Stream	
programme.	This	group	includes	representatives	from	the	National	Cultural	 Institutions	together	
with	some	of	Ireland’s	best	known	festivals,	performance	companies	and	galleries.	Membership	of	
the	group	is	restricted	to	full	or	part-time	fundraising	professionals	or	Directors/CEOs	of	arts	and	
cultural	organisations	whose	position	includes	a	significant	degree	of	fundraising	from	the	private	
sector	(businesses,	trusts	and	foundations	or	individuals).	
	
The	key	aims	of	the	Group	are:	

• To	 address	 the	 need	 for	 ongoing	 and	 regular	 mutual	 support	 by	 and	 for	 Development	
Managers	and	to	continue	to	develop	this	network/community	

• To	give	Development	Managers	 the	opportunity	 to	work	 together	on	areas	 that	 are	not	
necessarily	a	business	priority	for	Business	to	Arts	

• To	empower	Development	Managers	to	take	responsibility	 for	their	development	and	to	
show	leadership,	a	collective	voice,	beyond	the	work	they	do	with	Business	to	Arts	

	

Staffing	
The	programmes	and	activities	of	the	organisation	were	carried	out	by	CBI’s	core	staff	members	
along	with	CBI	volunteers,	interns	and	part-time	staff.	2017	was	the	first	full	year	with	a	core	staff	
team	of	four:	Ciara	Houlihan’s	job	title	changed	from	Administrative	Assistant	to	Administrator	to	
reflect	 the	 extent	 of	 her	 remit	 and	 Jenny	 Murray’s	 job	 title	 changed	 from	 Publications	 and	
Communications	Manager	to	Publications	and	Projects	Manager	to	more	appropriately	reflect	her	
role	in	relation	to	the	logistics	of	certain	projects	including	the	CBI	International	Conference,	the	
Bologna	Children’s	Book	Fair	and	the	CBI	Book	of	the	Year	Awards.	
	

Core	Staff	
Director	–	Elaina	Ryan		
Publications	and	Projects	Manager	(formerly	Publications	and	Communications	Manager)		–	
Jenny	Murray	
Programme	and	Events	Manager	–	Aoife	Murray		
Adminsitrator	(formerly	Administrative	Assistant)	–	Ciara	Houlihan		
	
Regular	review	and	training	was	made	available	to	all	core	staff.		
	
Additional	team	members		
Inis	Reviews	Editor	–	Juliette	Saumande	
Inis	Irish	language	editor	–	Siobhán	McNamara		
Laureate	na	nÓg	Project	Manager	–	Aingeala	Flannery	
	
Interns	and	Volunteers		
CBI	is	very	fortunate	to	secure	the	support	of	a	large	range	of	interns	and	volunteers	who	
work	with	the	core	team	to	deliver	specific	projects	and	assist	with	general	duties.	The	input	
of	CBI’s	volunteers	and	interns	is	equivalent	to	one	full-time	staff	member	and	is	invaluable	
to	the	organisation.		
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Children’s	Books	Ireland’s	strategic	plan	
CBI’s	strategic	plan	was	launched	in	2016	and	will	govern	the	direction	of	the	organisation	through	
2019.	The	plan	is	reflected	in	the	organisation’s	annual	budget	and	is	frequently	monitored	by	the	
Executive	Director	and	the	Board.		
	
	

	
	

CBI	membership												
CBI	membership	revenue	increased	by	20%	in	2017.	Income	rather	than	membership	numbers	are	
used	here	for	comparison	as	the	membership	fees	and	types	have	changed	over	a	number	of	years.	
2017	was	the	highest	membership	income	yet,	representing	a	495%	increase	from	the	lowest	point	
in	2013.		
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Year	 2008	 2009	 2010	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 2015	 2016	 2017	
Membership	
income	in	

EUR	

10476	 12272	 11386	 9747	 6646	 2425	 3907	 5423	 12057	

14425	
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Activities	and	programme	2017	
	

CBI’s	20th	birthday	celebrations	
 

													 	
	
In	2017,	CBI	celebrated	its	20th	birthday.	We	marked	the	occasion	throughout	our	core	activities	
and	with	a	media	call.	A	particularly	special	marker	of	the	anniversary	was	a	reception	with	Michael	
D.	 Higgins,	 the	 President	 of	 Ireland,	 at	 Áras	 an	 Uachtaráin.	 A	 small	 group	 of	 50	 guests	 from	
Children’s	Books	Ireland	and	Poetry	Ireland	were	invited	to	meet	the	President	and	his	wife	Sabine	
in	recognition	of	CBI’s	20th	birthday	and	the	40th	anniversary	of	Poetry	Ireland’s	Writers	in	Schools	
programme.	 The	 President’s	 endorsement	 of	 the	 work	 being	 done	 by	 the	 children’s	 book	
community	 carries	 considerable	 significance	 for	 all	 involved,	 as	 well	 as	 recognising	 the	 past	
achievements	of	both	CBI	and	Poetry	Ireland.	CBI	presented	the	President	with	a	gift	of	a	selection	
of	children’s	books.	
	
CBI	announced	four	new	patrons	as	part	of	its	20th	birthday	celebrations:	Laureate	na	nÓg	PJ	Lynch	
and	his	three	predecessors,	Siobhan	Parkinson,	Niamh	Sharkey	and	Eoin	Colfer.	
	

Inis	Reading	Guide	
	
The	Inis	Reading	Guide	is	an	invaluable	resource	and	our	
flagship	publication	which	is	produced	annually	to	
highlight	the	best	books	published	in	any	given	year.	An	
expert	editor	for	each	section	is	appointed	(all	age	groups	
from	0	to	young	adult,	plus	poetry,	non-fiction	and	Irish	
language),	and	each	editor	selects	their	books	from	a	huge	
number	of	submissions	and	sends	them	to	a	wider	team	of	
reviewers	which	they	are	responsible	for	choosing.	This	
year’s	editors	are	mainly	chosen	from	our	team	of	Book	
Doctors,	giving	them	direct	input	into	the	guides	they	will	
be	using	throughout	the	next	year	at	CBI	Book	Clinics.	
	
The	guide	gives	special	attention	to	Irish	titles:	all	Irish-
published	books	and	books	by	an	Irish	author	or	illustrator	
are	marked	with	a	shamrock,	and	there	is	a	comprehensive	 www.childrensbooksireland.ieObair ealaíne choimisiúnaithe: 
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listing	of	all	Irish-published	books	for	the	year.	Artwork	commissioned	from	an	Irish	illustrator	for	
the	reading	campaign	materials	is	also	used	as	the	cover	image	for	the	guide	–	this	year’s	image	
was	created	by	author-illustrator	and	Laureate	na	nÓg	PJ	Lynch.		
	

The	Inis	Reading	Guide	is	sold	in	bulk	packs	of	100	as	well	as	in	
large	and	small	packs	with	posters,	bookmarks	and	stickers,	and	
individually	online.	The	guides	are	bought	by	librarians,	teachers	
and	booksellers	and	are	distributed	free	of	charge	to	their	
customers	and	members.	These	guides	are	kept	over	years	by	our	
members	and	are	used	by	teachers,	librarians,	booksellers	and	
parents	as	a	source	of	expertise.	The	guide	will	be	used	
throughout	the	year	at	CBI	Book	Clinics	and	other	events	as	a	
valuable	way	to	promote	CBI’s	activities,	which	are	featured	
within	its	pages,	and	to	encourage	new	memberships.		
	
In	2017	we	maintained	the	same	level	year	on	year	of	advertising	
revenue	achieved	in	2016,	which	puts	the	guide	at	maximum	
capacity	for	a	staple-bound	publication.	We	also	met	our	goal	(as	
per	our	strategic	planning)	to	work	with	the	Department	of	
Education	and	Skills	for	a	second	year	to	distribute	4,150	copies	of	
the	guide:	one	to	every	primary	and	secondary	school	in	the	

country,	with	the	support	of	the	Irish	Copyright	Licensing	Agency.	The	guide	was	included	in	every	
delegate	bag	at	our	own	conference	and	at	The	Bookseller	Children’s	Conference,	an	important	
event	in	the	book	trade	calendar	which	took	place	in	London	on	26	September.	Attracting	leading	
figures	from	the	world	of	children’s	books:	publishers,	booksellers,	authors,	agents	and	librarians	
along	with	speakers	from	other	industries,	it	is	a	forum	for	new	ideas	and	innovation.	Funding	
from	the	Arts	Council	of	Northern	Ireland	allowed	us	to	distribute	600	guides	free	of	charge	to	
Northern	Irish	schools	and	libraries	via	Libraries	NI	and	the	Education	Authority	Northern	Ireland.	
We	printed	18,000	copies	of	the	guide	in	total.	

	

Inis,	the	Children’s	Books	Ireland	magazine								
Inis	 magazine,	 in	 print	 and	 online,	 is	 the	 most	 important	 record	 of	 the	 development	 of	 Irish	
children’s	literature.	It	is	one	of	very	few	sources	of	regular	review	for	Irish	authors,	illustrators	and	
publishers	 and	 Irish-language	 texts	 and,	 as	 such,	 it	 provides	 an	 important	 contribution	 to	 the	
promotion	of	Irish	works	for	young	audiences	for	both	national	and	international	readers.	 It	has	
documented	the	growth	and	status	of	children’s	literature	studies	as	an	academic	discipline.	With	
its	diverse	audience	of	writers,	illustrators,	publishers,	teachers,	librarians,	academics,	students	and	
parents	both	in	Ireland	and	abroad,	Inis	is	a	completely	unique	resource.	It	therefore	serves	as	an	
invaluable	 platform	 for	 the	 advocacy	 of	 children’s	 books	 as	 well	 as	 a	 valuable	 forum	 for	 the	
children’s	literature	community.		
	

www.childrensbooksireland.ieSpecially commissioned artwork:
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Inis	is	published	three	times	a	year	(January,	April,	July)	
as	 part	 of	 CBI’s	 suite	 of	 quarterly	 publications	 for	
members	 (completed	 by	 a	 fourth,	 the	 Inis	 Reading	
Guide,	 launched	 in	 September).	 In	 April	 2017,	 our	
fiftieth	issue	of	Inis	was	a	bumper,	double-size	edition	
as	 part	 of	 our	 20th	 birthday	 celebrations.	 This	 issue	
announced	 some	 of	 CBI’s	 plans	 to	 mark	 this	
anniversary,	 including	 the	 inaugural	 Robert	 Dunbar	
Memorial	Libraries	and	the	announcement	of	Laureate	
na	nÓg	PJ	Lynch	and	his	three	predecessors	as	patrons	
of	 CBI.	 It	 also	 looked	 broadly	 at	 Irish	 children’s	
literature,	including	the	development	of	illustration	and	
publishing	 over	 twenty	 years	 and	 the	 fortieth	
anniversary	of	the	Writers	in	Schools	scheme.	A	series	
of	feature	interviews	with	Irish	book	trade	professionals	
ran	 in	 Inis	 throughout	 2017	 in	 order	 to	 highlight	 the	
work	done	by	a	number	of	dedicated	people	to	support	
the	 sector.	 Inis	 magazine	 online	 is	 also	 updated	
regularly	with	original	reviews	and	in-depth	features.		
	

Inis	is	supported	by	a	team	of	reviewers,	writers	and	interviewers	who	generously	give	of	their	time	
to	contribute	to	the	magazine.	Reviews	Editor	Juliette	Saumande	is	responsible	for	the	selection	of	
books	and	reviewers	and	the	editing	and	uploading	of	content	for	print	and	online.	Irish-language	
editor	Siobhán	McNamara	is	responsible	for	selection	of	books	and	reviewers	for	all	titles	in	Irish,	
for	editing	and	uploading	content,	and	for	procuring	features	for	print	and	online.	CBI	is	committed	
to	publishing	a	minimum	number	of	Irish-language	reviews	(approximately	10%	of	the	number	in	
English)	and	a	feature	in	Irish	in	each	issue.	
	
The	CBI	executive	under	the	 leadership	of	Jenny	Murray	as	Publications	and	Projects	Manager	/	
Editor	in	Chief	commissions	features	and	selects	an	image	from	a	new	book	by	an	Irish	illustrator	
for	each	issue’s	cover.	In	2017,	we	featured	Sheena	Dempsey	and	Marie-Louise	Fitzpatrick,	with	Inis	
50	boasting	a	special	composite	of	all	49	previous	covers.	High	editorial	standards	are	upheld	both	
in	print	and	online	and	copy-editors	and	proofreaders	are	used	for	both	Irish	and	English	language	
content.	 CBI	 prides	 itself	 on	maintaining	 a	 high	 production	 standard	 across	 all	 its	 publications,	
paying	particular	attention	to	the	reproduction	values	of	original	artwork	and	illustrations.		
	

CBI	Annual	Conference									 	
2017	was	the	27th	year	of	the	CBI	International	Conference,	the	
leading	event	in	Ireland	for	adults	with	a	personal	or	professional	
interest	in	books	and	reading	for	children	and	young	people.	The	
conference	celebrates	the	best	in	Irish	and	international	
children’s	books	and	provides	an	opportunity	for	delegates	to	
reflect	on	the	impact,	importance	and	imagination	of	children’s	
books,	as	well	as	to	network	with	like-minded	professionals	in	
the	community	of	practice.	
 
The	2017	conference,	entitled	‘Movement	and	Migration’	
featured	a	line-up	of	Irish	and	international	speakers	whose	
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experience	covers	all	age	ranges	within	the	sphere	of	children’s	books,	and	all	genres,	including	
performance	poetry	and	historical	fiction.	Guests	included	former	US	Reading	Ambassador	Kate	
DiCamillo;	Carnegie	Medal	winner	Sally	Gardner;	a	panel	of	new	Irish	writers,	showcasing	up	and	
coming	talent;	a	panel	of	authors	who	write	for	adults	and	young	people,	comprising	John	Boyne,	
Cecelia	Ahern	and	Shane	Hegarty;	performance	poet	Joseph	Coelho	and	many	other	artists.	
The	conference	also	includes	the	presentation	of	the	annual	CBI	award.	This	award	is	made	to	an	
individual	or	organisation	in	recognition	of	an	outstanding	contribution	to	children’s	books.	CBI	
members	nominate	for	this	award	and	the	selection	is	made	by	the	Board.	The	2017	winner	was	
David	O’Callaghan,	Children’s	and	Youth	Book	Buyer	at	Eason,	for	his	work	in	YA	readership	
development	and	the	establishment	of	DeptCon,	a	YA	book	convention	in	Dublin.	
	
Sponsorship	for	the	conference	(including	delegate	bags,	drinks	reception	and	coffee	breaks)	
came	from	Walker	Books,	Usborne	Publishing	and	HarperCollins,	and	additional	support	came	
from	publishers,	Poetry	Ireland	and	The	Bookseller.	For	the	second	year	we	succeeded	in	securing	
social	media	and	digital	support	from	RTÉ	Supporting	the	Arts.		
	

CBI	Book	of	the	Year	Awards	and	Shadowing	Scheme	
The	CBI	Book	of	the	Year	Awards	are	the	leading	annual	children’s	book	awards	in	Ireland.	Now	in	
their	27th	year,	the	awards	identify,	honour	and	promote	excellence	in	books	for	young	people	by	
Irish	authors	and	illustrators,	offering	one	of	the	few	opportunities	for	national	and	international	
recognition.	Excellence	in	children’s	books	is	the	over-arching	criterion	and	there	are	a	total	of	six	
awards	made:	The	CBI	Book	of	the	Year	Award,	Honour	Awards	for	Fiction	and	Illustration,	Judges’	
Special	Award,	Eilís	Dillon	Award	for	a	first	children’s	book	and	the	Children’s	Choice	Award.	

The	awards	are	open	to	authors	and	illustrators	
born	or	resident	in	Ireland	and	to	books	written	in	
Irish	or	English.		The	shortlist	for	the	awards	is	
announced	annually	in	March	in	partnership	with	
Young	at	Art	at	the	Belfast	Children’s	Festival	and	
the	winners	are	announced	in	May	in	partnership	
with	the	International	Literature	Festival	Dublin.	
The	awards	were	supported	by	lively	print	
materials	including	posters	and	bookmarks	which	
were	distributed	to	schools,	libraries	and	
bookshops,	and	by	a	full	media	campaign.		
Each	year	CBI	assembles	a	panel	of	judges	as	well	
as	a	chair	who	have	considerable	expertise	and	
interest	in	books	for	children.	The	panel	operates	
independently	of	CBI.	The	Judging	Panel	review	all	
eligible	titles	and	examine	them	according	to	the	
criteria	for	the	award.		
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2017’s	shortlisted	titles:	

• Anna	Liza	and	the	Happy	Practice	written	by	Eoin	Colfer	
• Billy	Button,	Telegram	Boy	illustrated	by	Sheena	Dempsey	
• Bliain	na	nAmhrán	scriofa	ag	Tadhg	Mac	Dhonnagáin,	maisithe	ag	Jennifer	Farley,	

Brian	Fitzgerald,	Tarsila	Krüse	agus	Christina	O’Donovan	(WINNER	Judges’	Special	
Award)	

• Goodnight	Everyone	by	Chris	Haughton	(WINNER	CBI	Book	of	the	Year	Award	and	
Honour	Award	for	Illustration)	

• Historopedia	by	Fatti	Burke	and	John	Burke	
• Needlework	by	Deirdre	Sullivan	(WINNER	Honour	Award	for	Fiction)	
• Óró	na	Circíní	agus	Scéalta	Eile	Ón	Afraic	athinste	ag	Gabriel	Rosenstock,	maisithe	

ag	Brian	Fitzgerald	
• Plain	Jane	by	Kim	Hood	
• The	Call	by	Peadar	Ó	Guilín	(WINNER	Children’s	Choice	Award)	
• The	Ministry	of	Strange,	Unusual	and	Impossible	Things	by	Paul	Gamble	(WINNER	

Eilís	Dillon	Award)	
	

	
	
The	Children’s	Books	Ireland	Book	of	the	Year	Award	Shadowing	Scheme	is	one	of	our	most	
successful	projects	in	terms	of	encouraging	young	people	to	engage	with	contemporary	writing	
and	illustrating	and	facilitating	teachers,	librarians	and	book	club	leaders	to	do	so	by	providing	
them	with	a	top	quality	free	resource	pack	which	is	specially	put	together	for	CBI	by	experts	in	the	
area	of	children’s	books:	booksellers,	academics,	reviewers,	teachers	and	librarians	who	are	
experienced	in	working	with	groups	of	young	people.	This	pack	contains	a	wealth	of	ideas,	
activities,	quizzes	and	suggestions	for	creative	engagement	with	the	books,	which	equips	the	
adults	involved	to	replicate	these	activities	for	other	books	and	indeed	future	groups	of	young	
people.	The	experience	for	young	people	is	immersive,	inclusive	and	imaginative.	The	Children’s	
Choice	award	recognises	the	importance	of	the	voice	of	young	people	all	over	Ireland,	and	this	
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award	lends	gravitas	to	the	whole	process,	telling	young	people	that	the	books	are	worth	
discussing	and	that	their	opinions	matter.		
	
In	2017,	218	groups	took	part,	of	which	88	were	based	in	Northern	Ireland	(just	over	40%).	With	
over	7,800	shadowers	island-wide,	CBI	achieved	a	69%	increase	in	uptake	of	the	scheme	in	
Northern	Ireland	and	a	73%	increase	overall.	The	successful	recruitment	of	new	shadowing	groups	
is	due	in	large	part	to	strong	partnerships	with	the	Education	Authority	Northern	Ireland,	Libraries	
Northern	Ireland	and	Young	at	Art	and	funding	from	the	Arts	Council	of	Northern	Ireland	and	the	
Department	of	Arts,	Heritage,	Regional,	Rural	and	Gaeltacht	Affairs.	
	
It	is	the	group	leader’s	responsibility	to	source	the	shortlisted	books,	but	in	cases	where	this	was	
not	possible	or	where	schools	did	not	have	the	necessary	funding,	we	supplied	110	books	across	
22	primary	and	secondary	schools	in	Northern	Ireland.	As	a	further	incentive,	we	invited	
shadowing	groups	in	Northern	Ireland	to	apply	for	an	author	or	illustrator	to	visit	their	school	to	
talk	about	books	with	them.	This	is	a	powerful	way	to	build	excitement	and	energy	around	the	
books	while	keeping	up	the	momentum	within	the	group	and	giving	the	young	readers	a	
memorable	experience.	CBI	also	partnered	with	the	International	Literature	Festival	Dublin,	as	
part	of	their	schools	outreach,	to	programme	shortlisted	authors	for	schools	events	with	thanks	to	
funding	from	Dublin	UNESCO	City	of	Literature.	In	2017,	shortlisted	authors	Peadar	Ó	Guilín,	Kim	
Hood,	Tadhg	Mac	Dhonnagáin	and	Paul	Gamble	visited	seven	schools	in	Northern	Ireland.	In	
Dublin,	shortlistees	Eoin	Colfer,	Fatti	Burke,	Tadhg	Mac	Dhonnagáin,	Chris	Haughton,	Paul	
Gamble,	Kim	Hood,	Deirdre	Sullivan	and	Peadar	Ó	Guilín	worked	with	700	children	from	fifteen	
schools.	
	
Each	shadowing	group	signs	up	ahead	of	the	shortlist	announcement,	chooses	the	shortlisted	
titles	they	wish	to	read	(eliminating	those	books	which	are	not	appropriate	on	the	grounds	of	
age),	sources	the	books	and	reads	them,	then	scores	each	book	as	the	adult	judging	panel	would.	
These	scores	are	collated	by	our	Programme	and	Events	Manager	and	the	leading	title	is	the	
recipient	of	that	year’s	Children’s	Choice	Award.	The	process	recognises	and	gives	weight	to	
children’s	and	young	peoples’	opinions	in	a	very	tangible	way.	The	Shadowing	Scheme	is	also	a	
Gaisce	–	The	President’s	Award	Challenge	Partner	for	the	Bronze	level.		
	
Each	year	a	number	of	shadowing	groups	are	filmed	by	CBI	discussing	their	favourite	books	from	
the	shortlist.	This	film	is	screened	at	the	awards	ceremony	in	Dublin	in	May.	Schools	included	in	
this	year’s	short	film	are	St	Francis	Primary	School,	Banbridge;	Scoil	San	Carlo,	Leixlip;	Gaelscoil	
Eiscir	Riada,	Lucan	and	Our	Lady’s	Secondary	School,	Templeogue.	A	number	of	groups	attend	the	
ceremony,	meet	the	shortlistees	and	guest	speaker	in	person	as	well	as	announcing	and	
presenting	the	Children’s	Choice	Award,	giving	them	an	active	and	important	role	in	the	
celebrations.	In	2017,	for	the	second	year,	RTÉ	Broadcaster	Rick	O’Shea	presented	the	ceremony	
on	the	23	May.		
	
For	the	past	two	years,	CBI	has	held	a	special	shortlist	announcement	event	in	Belfast	in	
partnership	with	Young	at	Art	as	part	of	the	Belfast	Children’s	Festival.	The	event	was	for	invitees	
including	a	limited	number	of	local	shadowing	groups,	media,	teachers,	librarians	and	other	
interested	stakeholders,	and	was	an	exclusive	first	look	at	the	shortlisted	titles.	This	has	now	
become	a	key	event	in	the	children’s	book	communities	calendar	and	the	partnership	will	
continue	in	2018	and	into	the	future	with	the	Belfast	Children’s	Festival	becoming	the	official	
venue	for	the	announcement	in	March,	followed	by	the	awards	ceremony	in	Dublin	during	ILFD	in	
May.	This	is	complementary	to	Young	at	Art,	ILFD	and	Children’s	Books	Ireland’s	shared	desire	to	
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work	together	towards	increasing	children’s	literature-	and	book-related	events	in	festival	
programmes.		
	
Groups	can	be	a	full	class	in	primary	or	secondary	school,	or	a	book	club	in	a	library	or	bookshop.	
The	shortlist	can	cover	picturebooks	to	novels	for	older	teenagers,	so	all	age	groups	are	catered	
for,	and	the	Shadowing	Scheme	is	free	to	participate	in.	For	these	new	groups,	we	propose	a	
number	of	extra	supports	in	order	to	make	the	experience	as	rich	and	worthwhile	as	possible.		
In	terms	of	the	running	and	governance	of	the	awards,	there	is	an	established,	robust	set	of	rules	
that	govern	the	selection	of	judges	for	the	panel	and	the	process	through	which	the	judges	arrive	
at	the	selection	of	shortlisted	titles.	A	working	group	will	be	convened	in	November	2017	to	
review	these	rules,	ensuring	they	are	fit	for	purpose	and	to	discuss	complex	issues	such	as	
separation	of	text	and	image	in	picturebooks	where	both	artists	are	not	eligible	for	an	award.	The	
working	group	will	include	a	young	judge.		
	
CBI’s	Awards	Shadowing	Scheme	puts	in	place	reading	support	networks,	provides	invaluable	
resources	for	group	facilitators	in	the	shadowing	pack,	ensures	that	the	work	of	Irish	writers	and	
illustrators	has	the	opportunity	to	be	showcased	and	promoted	directly	to	young	audiences	
through	engaging	with	not	just	books,	but	authors	and	illustrators	(where	possible)	and	raises	the	
profile	of	Irish	writing	and	literary	production	by	presenting	the	best	of	writing	and	illustration	on	
the	shortlist.	Shadowing	brings	literature	to	a	wide	audience	at	a	critical	early	stage,	develops	
readership	and	audiences	for	writing	and	illustration,	and,	most	importantly,	encourages	reading	
for	pleasure,	as	well	as	building	confidence	and	self-esteem	through	the	engagement	activities	for	
groups.		
	
The	CBI	Book	of	the	Year	Awards	and	Shadowing	Scheme	as	it	grows	has	become	a	strong	source	
of	cooperation	for	CBI	and	our	colleagues	North	and	South	in	Libraries	NI,	Education	Authority	
Northern	Ireland,	Young	at	Art/Belfast	Children’s	Festival,	International	Literature	Festival	Dublin	
and	the	Local	Government	Management	Agency.	
	
In	November	2017,	CBI	 assembled	an	advisory	 group	 to	discuss	 a	number	of	 issues	around	 the	
awards,	 including	 how	 best	 to	 judge	 picturebooks	 (when	 one	 contributing	 artist	 may	 not	 be	
eligible),	 inclusion	 of	 self-published	 books,	 effectiveness	 of	 the	 Shadowing	 Scheme	 and	 the	
composition	and	skills	of	the	judging	panel.	This	group	included	representatives	from	publishing,	
bookselling,	 authors	 and	 illustrators,	 Irish-langauge	 speakers,	 picturebook	 experts	 and	 former	
judges	 and	 chairs	 of	 the	 panel.	 They	 engaged	 in	 robust	 discussion	 and	 made	 specific	
recommendations	which	were	adopted	by	CBI’s	board.	The	full	document	of	guidelines	governing	
the	awards	and	the	judging	process	is	available	by	request.	

CBI	Book	Clinics		
CBI	Book	Clinics	are	pop-up	events	for	providing	guidance	about	books	to	children	and	families,	
developing	young	audiences	for	contemporary	literature	and	illustration.	Children’s	book	experts	
are	presented	as	Book	Doctors	with	lab	coats	and	an	official	stamp.	Based	on	an	informal	chat	
with	patients	who	need	guidance,	Book	Doctors	recommend	excellent	books,	both	fiction	and	
non-fiction,	as	well	as	comics	or	graphic	novels,	often	using	CBI’s	Inis	Reading	Guide	to	the	best	
books	of	the	year	as	a	tool	which	is	given	to	each	family	to	take	home.		
	
CBI’s	Reading	Passport,	specially	commissioned	and	illustrated	by	Fintan	Taite,	is	also	given	to	
every	child	who	attends.	The	Passport	is	a	beautiful	object	and	a	fantastic	activity	book	for	
doodling,	logging	favourite	reads	and	completing	reading	challenges.	Each	child	fills	out	their	
personal	details	and	receives	their	prescription	within	it,	and	can	track	future	reading	milestones,	
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collect	a	stamp	from	the	local	library	etc.	This	is	supplemented	by	‘doodle	starters’	commissioned	
from	members	of	Illustrators	Ireland:	illustrated	backgrounds	waiting	to	be	filled	by	each	child	–	
e.g.	an	astronaut	in	space,	an	underwater	scene,	a	castle	–	for	various	ages	and	abilities.		
One-to-one	engagement	with	every	child	is	crucial:	interventions	are	personalised	and	completely	
focused	on	the	child’s	experience.	Each	consultation	lasts	10-15	minutes;	each	Clinic	3-4	hours.	
While	we	can’t	see	huge	audiences	in	this	time,	the	experience	for	the	children	we	do	see	is	very	
special,	and	in	venues	all	over	the	island	we	are	beginning	to	see	return	visitors,	illustrating	
demand	for	the	Clinic.		

	
We	have	also	held	Twitter	Book	Clinics	at	opportune	times	–	to	recommend	summer	reads,	or	
leading	up	to	Christmas.	These	are	aimed	at	parents,	rather	than	young	readers.	In	2017	a	Book	
Doctor	takeover	of	the	Rick	O’Shea	Book	Club	took	place	once	a	week	over	the	course	of	the	
month	to	provide	guidance	to	parents	and	teachers	regarding	children’s	books.	The	Book	Doctors	
are	compiling	recommended	reading	lists	based	on	frequently	asked	questions	in	partnership	with	
the	Rick	O’Shea	Book	Club,	and	these	will	be	available	to	CBI	members	free	of	charge.	
	
The	Clinics	further	CBI’s	mission	of	ensuring	that	books	are	a	part	of	every	child’s	life.	They	have	
run	since	2012	and	have	been	hugely	successful,	touring	all	over	the	island	of	Ireland.	Our	team	of	
eight	Book	Doctors	comprises	extremely	knowledgeable	librarians,	booksellers	and	reviewers	who	
are	well	equipped	to	recommend	books	for	every	kind	of	reader,	or	to	introduce	those	who	are	
not	yet	readers	to	a	book	that	will	capture	their	imagination.	The	Doctors	choose	excellent,	
contemporary	books	to	suit	each	child,	never	imposing	their	own	‘favourites’,	focusing	on	reading	
for	pleasure	rather	than	for	learning	or	literacy.	We	have	also	trained	a	number	of	‘Clinic	
Assistants’	to	help	us	to	manage	the	high	level	of	demand	for	CBI	Book	Clinics.	The	Clinics	have	



 

 15 

run	in	festivals	that	have	a	family	
focus	as	well	as	in	places	where	
families	might	not	expect	to	engage	
with	books	and	reading	e.g.	
museums,	galleries	and	shopping	
centres.	
	
The	Book	Clinics	achieve	a	number	
of	things	for	CBI:	they	allow	us	to	
form	partnerships	with	festivals	
and	venues,	which	helps	us	to	
reach	new	and	diverse	audiences	
all	over	Ireland;	they	allow	us	to	
speak	directly	to	families	about	
books	and	reading	and	to	introduce	
them	to	other	CBI	programmes	and	

in	some	cases	they	are	a	revenue	stream.	We	now	have	a	number	of	established	relationships	
with	venue	managers	and	festival	programmers	who	routinely	include	CBI’s	Book	Clinic	as	part	of	
their	annual	or	seasonal	offering.	38	CBI	Book	Clinics	took	place	in	31	different	venues	throughout	
2017,	all	over	the	island	of	Ireland.		
	
CBI	was	a	partner	on	the	inaugural	Parental	Pathways	conference	which	took	place	at	the	National	
Library	of	Ireland	in	partnership	with	Children’s	Books	Ireland.	Parental	Pathways	was	founded	by	
Maria	McGrane	and	Linda	Hanlon,	with	a	combined	35	years	of	clinical	experience	in	both	public	
and	private	sectors	working	with	adults,	parents,	adolescents	and	children.	As	psychotherapists	
and	trainers,	Parental	Pathways	work	directly	with	parents	and	family	units	to	provide	long-lasting	
improvements	to	family	communication.	The	one-day	conference	brought	together	authors,	
animators	and	psychotherapists	to	explore	the	transformative	impact	of	metaphor	in	building	
children’s	resilience.	It	was	attended	by	an	audience	of	parents,	grandparents,	teachers,	
librarians,	therapists,	writers,	illustrators,	animators,	social	workers	and	other	healthcare	
professionals.	The	partnership	gave	CBI	an	opportunity	to	be	visible	to	a	new	demographic	and	to	
offer	guidance	and	expertise	to	an	organisation	setting	out	to	make	connections	with	an	audience	
rooted	in	children’s	literature.		
Speakers	on	the	day	were:	Fergus	Finlay	(Barnardos),	Senator	Marie-Louise	O’Donnell,	Roddy	
Doyle,	Kevin	Stevens,	Siobhán	Parkinson,	Dr	Amanda	Piesse	(Trinity	College	Dublin),	Mary	Pyle	
(Trinity	College	Dublin),	Patricia	Forde,	Hilary	Fannin	and	Damien	O’Connor	(Brown	Bag	Films).	
	

Book	Clubs		
In	partnership	with	RTÉjr,	CBI’s	Book	Doctors	write	weekly	book	reviews	and	select	the	books	for	
RTÉjr’s	website	and	Facebook	pages,	reaching	a	broad	audience	of	parents	of	0-10-year-olds.	The	
RTÉjr	book	club	has	850	members	and	the	RTÉjr	Facebook	page	has	over	15,000	likes.	RTÉ	cross-
promotes	content	across	all	its	social	media	platforms	which	gives	us	access	to	a	diverse	audience.		
 

CBI’s	Annual	Reading	Campaign		
CBI’s	reading	campaign	is	a	call	to	action	for	young	readers	and	the	adults	in	their	lives.	Our	aim	is	
to	promote	books	and	reading,	with	a	particular	emphasis	on	Irish	books	(books	by	an	Irish	author	
or	 illustrator,	or	Irish-published	books).	Libraries	nationwide	programme	children’s	activities	and	
events	which	CBI	supports	with	the	annual	Inis	Reading	Guide	(full	details	below)	plus	bookmarks,	



 

 16 

stickers	and	posters.	CBI	maintains	a	database	of	artists	who	are	available	 for	events	and	 lends	
programming	expertise	where	required.	
	
Each	 year	we	 commission	 artwork	 from	an	 Irish	 illustrator	 to	 accompany	 a	 slogan	on	our	 print	
materials.	This	year’s	artist	is	Laureate	na	nÓg	PJ	Lynch,	a	particularly	prestigious	commission	for	
CBI’s	 20th	 birthday	 celebrations.	 The	 slogan	 is	 Get	 Blown	 Away	 by	 a	 Book!/Bí	 Faoi	 Gheasa	 ag	
Leabhar!	CBI’s	annual	reading	campaign	and	Inis	Reading	Guide	were	launched	on	Culture	Night,	22	
September	2017,	on	the	eve	of	the	2017	CBI	International	Conference.	For	the	second	year	running,	
CBI	had	a	very	visible	presence	in	Hodges	Figgis’	bookshop	window	in	central	Dublin.	Visiting	author-
illustrators	Lucy	Cousins	(creator	of	the	Maisy	books)	and	Rob	Biddulph	collaborated	to	create	a	
large-scale	artwork	which	was	developed	live	in	response	to	prompts	from	the	audience	outside	
the	window	and	via	Twitter.	CBI	staff	communicated	with	the	illustrators	on	whiteboards	as	they	
created	their	work.	CBI’s	Book	Doctors	were	in-store	writing	book	prescriptions	and	distributing	the	
new	Inis	Reading	Guide	and	related	materials	to	a	wide	family	audience	on	the	night.	A	book	signing	
with	both	illustrators	also	took	place. 
	
Our	materials	are	deliberately	not	dated	so	that	they	can	be	used	throughout	the	year,	and	there	
is	greater	potential	for	CBI	to	sell	the	materials	beyond	the	month	
of	October.	Bookshops	support	the	campaign	through	displaying	
the	materials	in	their	window	displays	and	in-store.	CBI	manages	
publicity	and	communications	around	the	campaign,	as	well	as	a	
social	media	campaign	and	competitions	via	Twitter	and	
Facebook.	We	continue	to	partner	with	The	O’Brien	Press	for	the	
annual	Design-a-Cover	competition,	which	invites	young	people	to	
submit	designs	for	a	new	cover	of	a	chosen	O’Brien	Press	book	–	
in	2017,	Tiger	Boots	by	Joe	O’Brien.	The	winner	had	their	design	
published	as	a	new	edition,	with	runners-up	featuring	inside	the	
book.	 
	
We	also	partner	with	the	Local	Government	Management	Agency	
(LGMA)	 to	 cross-promote	 reading	 campaigns:	 ours	 throughout	
October	and	the	public	libraries’	Summer	Stars	reading	programme	
which	ran	in	libraries	throughout	the	country	for	the	second	year	
this	 summer.	 In	 a	 similar	 arrangement,	 we	 worked	 with	 ‘Drop	
Everything	and	Read’	 in	April	 2017.	 The	Drop	Everything	and	Read	 campaign,	designed	 to	 raise	
awareness	of	reading	for	pleasure	for	all	ages	and	the	value	of	taking	time	out	every	day	to	read.	
CBI	provided	 images	of	children’s	authors	and	 illustrators	dropping	everything	and	reading,	and	
raised	awareness	across	our	social	media	platforms.	The	campaign	is	led	by	JCSP	libraries.	
	

Tá	an	méid	sin	i	leabhar	–	short	Irish	language	films	
In	early	2017,	CBI	worked	with	Patricia	Forde	(writer	in	English	and	Irish	and	vice-chairperson	of	
CBI)	and	Máire	Collins	(photographer	and	videographer)	on	a	project	engaging	with	young	children	
in	four	Galway	schools	to	find	out	about	their	relationships	with	books	and	reading,	and	to	explore	
the	extent	to	which	children	are	engaged	with	Irish-language	books	and	publishing.	Conversations	
with	the	children	were	conducted	in	Irish,	and	six	short	films	of	the	interactions	were	made,	each	
based	around	a	specific	question:	

• What	is	your	favourite	book?	
• How	does	reading	make	you	feel?		
• Do	you	like	the	library?	Why?	
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• What	book	would	you	take	with	you	if	you	were	going	to	Mars?	Why?		
• Do	you	think	President	Higgins	is	a	reader?	Why?		
• Do	you	think	Santa	is	a	reader?	Why?		

	
Scoil	 na	 bhForbacha;	 Scoil	
Náisiúnta	 Cholmcille,	 an	 Tulach;	
Scoil	 Iognáid	and	Gaelscoil	Mhic	
Amhlaigh	 were	 the	 schools	
involved,	 and	 the	 project	 was	
invaluable	 in	 gathering	
interesting	 insights	 into	 young	
people’s	 attitudes	 to	 reading	
through	 relaxed,	 casual	
conversations	 direct	 with	 the	
facilitators.	Two	of	the	films	went	
live	on	YouTube	during	Seachtain	

na	Gaeilge	in	March	2017,	during	a	week	in	which	the	@ireland	Twitter	account	(54,100	followers)	
was	manned	by	an	Irish	speaker	to	promote	Lá	na	Meán	Sóisialta	(social	media	day,	promoting	the	
use	of	Irish	online).	The	remainder	of	the	films	went	live	in	September	and	October	2017	as	part	of	
our	annual	reading	campaign,	and	were	disseminated	through	our	partners	at	An	Chomhairle	um	
Oideachas	Gaeltachta	agus	Gaelscolaíochta,	the	Department	of	Education	and	Skills	and	through	
our	own	social	media	as	well	as	being	screened	at	our	annual	conference	at	the	Light	House	Cinema	
in	Dublin.	An	article	about	the	process	was	written	by	Patricia	Forde	for	issue	50	of	Inis.	
	

Live	literature	programming	
Imaginative,	innovative	and	high	quality	live	literature	programming	(i.e.	events	for	young	people	
that	engage	them	with	books	through	storytelling,	poetry,	writing	or	illustration)	is	a	priority	for	CBI	
as	part	of	 its	strategic	aim	of	developing	audiences	for	children’s	 literature.	Over	the	past	three	
years	a	number	of	changes	have	fundamentally	altered	the	way	CBI	approaches	programming:	what	
had	 been	 known	 as	 Children’s	 Book	 Festival	 underwent	 a	 radical	 change	 as	 CBI	 removed	 the	
‘festival’	branding	from	materials	in	order	to	allow	partners	to	use	them	throughout	the	year	rather	
than	limiting	them	to	an	October	time	frame.	This	change	was	necessary	in	light	of	staff	shortages	
and	budget	cuts	 in	 libraries:	we	could	no	 longer	claim	to	be	working	 in	partnership	 to	deliver	a	
nationwide	spread	of	events	when	many	local	authorities	could	no	longer	resource	their	festival.		
	
Funding	which	was	made	available	through	Foras	na	Gaeilge	was	difficult	to	distribute,	as	libraries	
and	venues	lacked	staff	to	run	the	events	despite	the	generous	subsidies	we	could	make	available.	
Funding	has	also	been	made	available	from	the	Irish	Copyright	Licensing	Agency	for	school	visits	by	
authors,	and	this	year	we	have	decided	to	use	it	to	augment	the	offering	to	the	schools	in	receipt	
of	the	inaugural	Robert	Dunbar	Libraries,	making	every	effort	to	build	a	strong	reading	culture	and	
train	 the	 school	 staff	 to	 ensure	 that	 the	 impact	 of	 the	 library	will	 endure	 for	many	 years.	 Live	
literature	events	will	form	part	of	this	package	alongside	training,	resources	and	print	materials.		
	
CBI’s	focus	has	now	shifted	to	nurturing	partnerships	with	festivals,	venues,	libraries	and	other	arts	
organisations	in	order	to	maximise	resources,	share	knowledge	and	build	audiences	for	children’s	
book-related	activity.	Our	CBI	Book	Clinics	form	a	large	part	of	our	public	engagement	programme,	
as	well	as	schools	and	family	events	programmed	with	the	artists	featured	on	the	CBI	Book	of	the	
Year	Award	Shortlist.		
	



 

 18 

CBI	 continued	 to	 programme	 events	 at	 Electric	 Picnic	 (Dave	 Rudden	 and	 Jerry	 Fish	 in	 Lemuel	
Gulliver,	a	musical	retelling	of	Gulliver’s	trip	to	Lilliput,	alongside	a	panel	discussion	on	the	rise	of	
children’s	literature	in	popular	culture)	and	the	National	Gallery	(annual	Hallowe’en	event,	this	year	
with	illustrator	Tarsila	Krüse).		
	
We	 also	 continued	 to	 facilitate	 relationships	 between	 authors	 and	 festivals,	 offering	 advice	 to	
programmers	where	 needed,	 and	 to	 put	 together	 and	 chair	 panel	 discussions	 about	 children’s	
literature	which	are	aimed	at	an	adult	audience.	CBI’s	Programme	and	Events	Manager	sits	on	the	
organising	committee	for	the	Dublin	Book	Festival	and	we	have	an	informal	advisory	relationship	
with	Mountains	to	Sea	(Dún	Laoghaire).	In	2017	CBI	will	have	participated	in	Easons’	DeptCon	YA	
Convention;	the	Towers	and	Tales	Festival	 in	Lismore,	County	Waterford	(for	which	CBI	Director	
Elaina	Ryan	is	a	co-programmer	with	Niamh	Sharkey)	and	a	launch	event	for	The	O’Brien	Press’	title	
A	Sailor	Went	to	Sea,	Sea,	Sea	by	Sarah	Webb	and	Steve	McCarthy.	
	
For	all	of	these	events	our	aims	remains	on:	

• Providing	high	quality	events	for	young	audiences	all	over	the	island	of	Ireland	which	will	
bring	books	to	life	through	imaginative	engagement	with	authors	and	illustrators	

• Showcasing	 excellent	 work	 by	 emerging	 and	 established	 Irish	 artists	 and	 providing	 a	
platform	for	them	to	engage	with	audiences	in	Ireland	and	internationally	

• Ensuring	 that	 artists	 are	 properly	 remunerated	 for	 their	 work	 and	 that	 best	 practice	
guidelines	are	followed	in	relation	to	author	care	and	event	programming	

• Building	 CBI’s	 public	 profile	 and	 membership	 base	 through	 directly	 accessing	 parents,	
teachers	and	librarians	

	
In	 2017,	 CBI	was	 approached	 by	 creative	 programming	 company	ModernGreen	with	 a	 view	 to	
programming	storytelling	as	part	of	a	new	forest	area	at	the	Body	&	Soul	Festival,	23–25	June	2017.	
OurLand,	sponsored	by	Bórd	na	Móna,	was	‘a	celebration	of	the	natural	world	around	us,	and	the	
positive	energy	created	by	some	of	the	leading	lights	across	the	land’.	Taking	place	across	three	
stages,	 it	 hosted	 an	 eclectic	 mix	 of	 musicians,	 nature	 experts,	 artists,	 actors,	 illustrators,	
photographers,	makers	and	storytellers.	CBI	programmed	four	storytellers	across	two	days,	whose	
brief	was	to	take	stories	inspired	by	our	land	and	bring	them	to	life	through	live	storytelling.	Gráinne	
Clear,	Dave	Rudden,	Deirdre	Sullivan	and	Paul	Timoney	told	ancient	and	new	stories.	Small	family	
and	 adult	 audiences	 attended	 each	 day,	 and	 CBI	 had	 the	 opportunity	 to	 distribute	 our	 print	
materials	and	take	part	in	a	live	radio	interview	in	the	OurLand	space.		

	
We	maintained	a	strong	presence	at	the	Bloom	in	the	Park	Festival	in	Dublin’s	Phoenix	Park	for	the	
fourth	year	 running,	with	cash	sponsorship	and	 in-kind	support	 secured	 from	Bord	Bia.	A	 ready	
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audience	of	parents	and	grandparents	attend	this	five-day	event	each	year,	and	CBI	has	built	on	its	
initial	offering	to	include	Monster	Doodles,	Book	Clinics	and	a	wealth	of	information	for	families.	

	

Robert	Dunbar	Memorial	Libraries	
In	September	2017,	Children’s	Books	Ireland	invited	applications	for	the	inaugural	Robert	Dunbar	
Memorial	Libraries.	Robert	was	a	founder	and	patron	of	Children’s	Books	Ireland,	and	a	
commentator,	critic,	teacher	and	lecturer	in	children’s	literature	who	passed	away	in	2016.	As	a	
way	of	honouring	Robert’s	significant	contribution	to	our	organisation	and	to	children’s	literature	
and	reading	in	Ireland,	CBI	decided	to	make	an	annual	award	of	a	library	worth	€1,500	to	five	
schools.	We	also	delivered	events,	training	and	resources	to	help	the	chosen	schools	to	engage	
students	with	books	and	to	encourage	a	culture	of	reading	in	the	school.	The	books	for	the	
libraries	are	sourced	from	within	CBI,	augmented	by	donations	from	publishers.	Support	from	the	
Irish	Copyright	Licensing	Agency	(ICLA)	funds	the	other	aspects	of	the	project.		
	

Each	school	recieved	the	following	as	part	of	a	holistic	
package	designed	to	support	the	school	staff	in	
fostering	a	love	of	reading	in	all	their	students:	
• A	library	of	books	worth	€1,500	(approx.	150	books)	
• A	framed	certificate	to	accompany	each	Robert	
Dunbar	Memorial	Library	
• 60	x	Inis	Reading	Guides,	12	x	A2	Posters,	288	x	
Stickers,	300	x	Bookmarks	
• Resource	packs	addressing	encouraging	reading	in	
your	school,	setting	up	a	school	library,	setting	up	a	
book	club	and	recommended	reading	lists	for	schools	
• 2	author/illustrator	visits	–	to	be	aimed	at	large	
groups	so	that	each	student	in	the	school	gets	the	
chance	to	participate	
• 1	training	session	for	school	staff,	to	expand	on	
resource	packs	and	answer	specific	questions	in	
relation	to	the	school’s	needs	
• 1	year’s	CBI	membership	so	that	teaching	staff	can	

benefit	from	the	online	resources	area	
	
The	winning	schools	were:	

• St	Mark’s	Junior	School,	Tallaght	
• Ballyraine	National	School,	Donegal	
• Francis	Street	CBS,	Dublin	
• Mungret	Community	College,	Limerick	
• Coláiste	Phoball	Colmcille,	Tory	Island,	Donegal	

CBI	also	provided	40	picturebooks	each	for	St	Oliver’s	Special	School	in	Tuam	and	St	Anne’s	
Special	School	in	the	Curragh,	and	70	picturebooks	for	St.	Felim’s	National	School	in	Cavan	as	
these	schools	had	particular	needs	around	visual	and	sensory	stimulation.	A	full	report	on	the	
delivery	of	the	libraries,	author	visits	and	training	is	available	on	our	website.		
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KPMG	Family	for	Literacy	partnership	
On	2	March,	World	Book	Day,	CBI	partnered	with	KPMG	to	celebrate	the	Irish	launch	of	the	KPMG	
Families	For	Literacy	(KFFL)	initiative.	Since	its	inception	in	2008,	KFFL	has	distributed	more	than	
three	million	new	books	to	low-income	children	in	more	than	90	communities	across	the	United	
States.	Global	expansion	has	begun	with	programs	started	in	India,	Mexico,	UK	and	South	Africa.	
The	partnership	was	facilitated	by	Business	in	the	Community.	On	World	Book	Day	we	donated	
over	500	new	books	to	four	schools:	one	each	in	Dublin,	Cork,	Galway	and	Belfast.	CBI	worked	
with	school	staff	to	choose	and	purchase	a	selection	of	books	that	would	meet	their	needs,	from	
acquiring	class	sets	to	augmenting	library	stock	to	selecting	appropriate	non-fiction	books	for	
children	with	autism.		
	
On	World	Book	Day,	KPMG	volunteers	went	to	each	of	the	four	schools	to	read	with	groups	of	
children,	and	CBI	ran	an	event	at	City	Quay	National	School	in	Dublin	including	paired	reading,	a	
book	quiz	(facilitated	by	KPMG	volunteers)	and	a	Monster	Doodle	with	illustrator	Lauren	O’Neill,	
winner	of	the	2016	CBI	Honour	Award	for	Illustration.	This	large	scale	doodle	encouraged	visual	
storytelling	and	creativity	outside	of	the	confines	of	the	classroom	and	the	curriculum.		
	

Owing	to	the	success	of	the	World	Book	Day	
launch,	KPMG	invited	Children’s	Books	
Ireland	to	partner	with	them	in	delivering	a	
further	schools	event	at	St	Mary’s	National	
School	on	20	June.	Again,	CBI	worked	with	
the	school	to	select	books	to	meet	the	
needs	of	the	students,	in	this	case	choosing	
a	book	per	class	group	so	that	a	copy	could	
be	given	to	each	child	to	take	home	and	
keep,	in	light	of	the	lack	of	books	in	many	of	
the	children’s	homes.	Illustrator	Chris	Judge	
led	the	Monster	Doodle	with	the	children,	
and	again	a	quiz	and	paired	reading	was	
facilitated	by	KPMG	volunteers.	KPMG's	
Families	for	Literacy	is	led	in	the	US	by	the	
spouses	of	their	Chairman	and	Deputy	
Chairman,	Beth	Veihmeyer	and	Wendy	
Keizer.	The	group	of	KPMG	volunteers	at	

this	event	included	Veihmeyer	as	well	as	20	spouses	of	KPMG	CEOs	from	countries	around	the	
world	which	do	not	yet	have	a	KFFL	programme.	It	is	hoped	that	this	event	would	showcase	the	
power	of	the	programme	and	encourage	global	uptake	in	more	territories.	The	event	was	a	
success	for	CBI,	KMPG	and	the	school,	and	we	are	planning	for	2018’s	World	Book	Day	and	
developing	the	growing	relationship	with	KPMG.	
	

Laureate	na	nÓg		
Illustrator	PJ	Lynch	is	Ireland’s	fourth	Laureate	na	nÓg	(2016–2018).	His	theme	as	Laureate	na	nÓg	
is	The	Big	Picture.	He	began	exploring	this	theme	by	filming,	editing	and	presenting	a	regular	vlog	
involving	live	drawing	or	demonstrating	techniques,	with	Irish	and	international	guests	talking	
about	their	passion	in	relation	to	children’s	literature.	Ten	full-length	episodes	are	available	on	
http://childrenslaureate.ie/the-big-picture.	The	vlogs	range	from	8	minutes	to	23	minutes,	and	on	
analyzing	the	viewership	figures,	it	became	clear	that	the	films	were	too	long	for	an	online	
audience	which	is	accustomed	to	shorter	pieces,	shared	through	(or	hosted	directly	on)	social	
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media	platforms.	After	undertaking	some	training	in	video	for	social	media	and	short	film	
production,	PJ	moved	towards	filming	shorter	interviews	with	fellow	artists	and	making	short	
teaser	videos	for	the	longer	episodes.		
	
The	second	strand	of	The	Big	Picture	focused	on	live,	hands-on	drawing	with	groups	of	young	
people	to	make	collaborative,	physically	big	pictures.	After	exploring	in	detail	the	idea	of	a	
permanent	mural	or	mosaic	on	a	Dublin	city	centre	wall	and	delivering	a	feasibility	study	on	same	
to	Dublin	City	Council,	the	decision	was	taken	by	the	Laureate	and	Laureate	partners	not	to	
pursue	the	project,	owing	to	the	time	that	would	be	required	of	the	Laureate	and	the	minimal	
engagement	that	would	be	feasible	with	young	people	throughout	the	process.	The	Big	Pictures	
that	have	been	created	throughout	2017	have	been	impermanent	but	have	focused	far	more	on	
the	process	than	the	result,	encouraging	families	and	children	to	work	creatively	with	interesting	
materials	(charcoal	and	chalk	on	grey	board).	PJ	began	the	picture	by	creating	a	backdrop	to	suit	
the	location	or	theme	of	the	event	(e.g.	a	castle	for	Towers	and	Tales	festival	in	Lismore	Castle)	
and	invites	participants	to	complete	it	with	encouragement	and	assistance	from	him.		
	

	
	
In	2017,	Big	Pictures	took	place	at	the	Belfast	Children’s	Festival;	Crinniú	na	Cásca	(Creative	
Ireland	event),	Smithfield;	Towers	and	Tales	Festival,	Lismore,	Waterford;	West	Cork	Literary	
Festival;	the	Irish	Film	Institute;	the	National	Ploughing	Championships,	Tullamore,	Offaly;	Electric	
Picnic,	Stradbally,	Laois	(Chris	Judge);	Linenhall	Arts	Centre,	Castlebar,	Mayo	and	the	Dublin	Book	
Festival	(with	Marie-Louise	Fitzpatrick,	Chris	Judge,	Lauren	O’Neill	and	Niamh	Sharkey).	A	special	
Big	Picture	Masterclass	was	held	for	volunteer	illustrators	who	work	with	Fighting	Words	groups	
in	Belfast,	Cork,	Dublin	and	Wicklow.	One	of	these	groups	will	then	work	on	beginning	a	story,	
producing	their	own	Big	Picture	by	way	of	illustration	and	‘passing’	the	story	and	illustration	to	the	
next	group	to	continue.	The	finished	composite	Big	Picture	will	travel	to	each	centre	for	display	
and	will	find	a	home	in	one	of	the	centres	on	a	permanent	basis.	
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PJ	undertook	a	number	of	live	drawing	events	with	school	groups	on	a	smaller	scale,	in	
partnership	with	BookTrust	Northern	Ireland	in	Derry	and	Omagh,	at	glór	in	Ennis	with	Eoin	Colfer,	
at	the	Glucksman	Gallery,	Cork	with	groups	of	young	people	who	are	in	direct	provision,	and	as	
part	of	the	launch	of	iBbY	Ireland’s	Silent	Books	Exhibition	at	dlr	LexIcon.	Other,	more	ceremonial	
commitments	included	judging	the	Sightsavers	Art	Competition,	acting	as	an	ambassador	for	Drop	
Everything	and	Read	Ireland,	launching	an	exhibition	of	books	made	by	young	people	as	part	of	
Trinity	Access	Programme	Bookmarks	project	and	launching	Trinity’s	Book	of	Kells	competition	to	
encourage	creativity	nationwide,	inspired	by	one	of	our	national	treasures.	Each	of	these	
engagements	has	been	chosen	due	to	the	partner’s	strong	focus	on	quality	programming	and	
experiences	for	young	people	–	many	of	whom	were	from	disadvantaged	backgrounds.		
	
PJ	engaged	with	a	number	of	international	projects:	the	International	Laureates	Summit	at	
Bologna	Children’s	Book	Fair	with	five	of	his	counterparts	from	around	the	world	was	a	key	event	
in	the	Laureate	calendar.	These	meetings	allow	the	Laureates	to	discuss	their	aims	and	specific	
programmes	and	to	learn	from	one	another’s	successes	and	challenges.	PJ	also	participated	in	the	
Asian	Festival	of	Children’s	Content	in	Singapore	and	was	the	keynote	speaker	at	the	opening	
night	of	the	USBBY	(US	Board	on	Books	for	Young	People)	conference	in	Seattle	in	October.		
	
Laureate	na	nÓg	has	become	a	core	part	of	CBI’s	activity,	with	support	from	a	part-time	project	
manager	and	considerable	resources	from	within	the	organisation	devoted	to	it.	CBI	also	
administers	a	number	of	legacy	projects,	the	most	significant	of	which	is	Bookbag,	a	book	gifting	
scheme	established	by	Niamh	Sharkey.	In	2017	we	commissioned	and	designed	a	resource	pack	
for	schools	to	encourage	engagement	with	Once	upon	a	Place,	the	anthology	of	poems	and	stories	
compiled	by	Eoin	Colfer	during	his	term	as	laureate.		
	
From	October	2018,	the	process	of	nominating	and	selecting	a	fifth	Laureate	(2018–2020)	began,	
with	the	partners	agreeing	a	selection	committee	and	signing	off	on	the	list	of	invited	bodies	and	
individuals	who	can	nominate.	The	call	for	nominations	opened	in	early	October	and	closed	in	mid-
November,	with	shortlisting	taking	place	in	late	November	and	selection	of	the	final	candidate	in	
January	2018.	
	
Book	gifting	
Establishing	a	nationwide	book	gifting	scheme	through	which	every	child	in	Ireland	would	receive	a	
book	within	the	first	year	of	life	is	a	long-term	goal	for	CBI.	Much	research	into	early	intervention	
has	been	conducted	and	we	believe	that	a	scheme	comparable	to	the	UK’s	Bookstart	would	have	a	
profound	effect	on	Irish	children	in	the	area	of	literacy	as	well	as	making	a	strong	statement	about	
access	to	arts	experiences	for	all	from	the	beginning	of	life.		
	
CBI	was	granted	funding	from	the	JP	McManus	Benevolent	Fund	-	€25,000	a	year	over	two	years	-	
to	establish	Bookseed,	a	book	gifting	scheme	in	areas	of	deprivation	in	Limerick	City	and	County.	In	
2016	we	put	in	place	the	structures	for	research	of	evaluation	of	the	scheme	and	through	2017	we	
conducted	meetings	 with	 the	 research	 team,	 comprising	 three	 academics	 at	Mary	 Immaculate	
College	in	early	childhood	care	and	education	and	psychology,	as	well	as	a	steering	group	which	
includes	speech	and	 language	therapists	and	representatives	 from	the	Health	Service	Executive,	
Limerick	and	Clare	Education	and	Training	Board	(ETB)	and	Limerick	Libraries.	Building	a	strong	local	
network,	avoiding	duplication	of	services	and	agreeing	key	decisions	such	as	most	effective	delivery	
systems	took	a	good	deal	of	time	but	progress	was	made	and	the	project	will	be	launched	in	2018.	
The	timeline	was	delayed	for	a	number	of	reasons	including	the	large	number	of	partners	we	need	
to	coordinate	to	successfully	deliver	a	scheme	that	will	have	a	meaningful	impact	on	its	recipients.	
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As	 well	 as	 giving	 a	 Bookseed	 pack	 (including	 books,	 information	 on	 reading	 with	 children,	
information	on	the	local	library)	to	parents	within	the	first	year	of	a	child’s	life,	extra	supports	will	
be	made	available	 through	 the	 library’s	 storytime	 sessions	 for	 infants	 and	 toddlers.	 Bernadette	
Larkin	was	engaged	as	a	project	manager	in	order	to	research	the	complex	network	of	community	
and	family	services	in	Limerick	City	and	to	progress	the	project	as	efficiently	as	possible.		
	
We	are	continuing	our	school-based	book	gifting	project,	Bookbag,	in	partnership	with	Brown	Bag	
Films	and	former	Laureate	na	nÓg	Niamh	Sharkey.	We	have	delivered	the	project	in	three	Dublin	
primary	 schools	 since	 it	 launched	 in	 2014,	 and	 Brown	 Bag	 Films	 have	 agreed	 to	 extend	 the	
sponsorship	of	 the	 scheme	 for	 the	next	 three	years.	Bookbag	won	 the	Dublin	Airport	Authority	
Business	to	Arts	Award	bursary	in	2014,	was	shortlisted	a	second	time	for	the	awards	in	2015	and	
is	shortlisted	again	this	year.		
	

Every	student	in	the	chosen	school	is	given	a	Bookbag	containing	a	book,	a	letter	from	Niamh	to	
share	with	their	families,	and	book-related	materials	such	as	posters,	stickers	and	bookmarks	to	
take	home	and	keep.	Through	the	home-school	 liaison	officer,	 families	are	 invited	to	attend	the	
launch	of	the	scheme	and	to	participate	in	a	large-scale	monster	doodle	for	the	whole	school,	which	
encourages	them	to	be	creative	without	the	pressure	of	being	assessed	or	graded.	Each	class	in	the	
school	is	also	visited	by	an	author	or	illustrator	as	part	of	the	project.	CBI	works	with	each	school	to	
identify	any	special	needs	that	we	can	meet	in	terms	of	promoting	a	whole-school	reading	culture.	
This	year,	in	St	Eithne’s	NS	in	Edenmore,	Dublin	5,	as	well	as	giving	every	student	in	the	school	a	
book	 to	 take	home,	CBI	 tailored	a	 school	 library	 to	 the	 strengths	and	 interests	of	 the	 students,	
including	non-fiction	titles	on	computer	programming,	gardening,	healthy	eating	and	nature.	We	
also	put	an	emphasis	on	strong	female	characters	as	a	response	to	the	teachers’	concerns	that	many	
students	in	this	all-female	school	suffered	from	low	self-esteem	due	to	a	number	of	issues.	Dyslexia	
friendly	books,	books	featuring	travellers	and	migrant	stories	were	also	included.		
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A	 small-scale	 Bookbag	was	 delivered	 in	 partnership	with	 Towers	 and	 Tales	 Festival	 in	 Lismore,	
County	Waterford,	sponsored	by	Walker	Books.	Niamh	Sharkey	delivered	the	books	which	were	
donated	by	Walker	Books,	and	ran	the	launch	event.	
	

Bologna	Children’s	Book	Fair,	3–6	April	2017	
CBI	organised	the	national	shared	stand	for	Ireland	at	the	2017	Bologna	Children’s	Book	Fair	and	
took	part	 in	the	fourth	biannual	 International	Laureates	Summit	with	Laureate	na	nÓg	PJ	Lynch.	
Funding	was	secured	from	Culture	Ireland	towards	stand	costs	and	travel.	Participants	included	The	
O’Brien	Press,	Little	Island	Books	and	Illustrators	Ireland.	CBI	managed	the	reception	desk	of	the	
Irish	stand	during	the	fair,	supported	the	organisations	in	attendance	and	provided	information	to	
drop-in	visitors.	We	also	met	with	publishers	and	other	arts	organisations	with	a	view	to	brokering	
relationships	 between	 Irish	 artists	 and	 international	 festivals;	 gathered	 information	 about	
upcoming	titles,	knowledge	of	which	is	crucial	to	the	ongoing	success	of	Inis	magazine	and	the	Inis	
Reading	Guide;	and	spoke	to	contacts	about	potential	speakers	for	the	CBI	Conference	and	other	
events.		
	
The	presence	of	a	coherent,	attractive	Irish	stand	at	the	fair	is	crucial	in	order	to	draw	attention	to	
excellent	Irish	writing	and	illustration,	and	CBI’s	‘Stories	are	for	Everyone’	slogan	and	illustration	by	
Chris	Haughton	from	our	2015	reading	campaign	was	central	to	the	design	of	the	stand.	
	

The	fair	is	attended	by	decision-makers	
within	publishing	houses	and	influential	
reading	 promotion	 organisations,	 and	
there	 are	 enormous	 opportunities	 for	
Irish	children’s	books	to	be	celebrated	
and	 for	 valuable	 international	
connections	to	be	made.	The	Irish	stand	
promotes	 and	 gives	 a	 very	 visible	
platform	 to	 Irish	 writing	 and	
illustration,	giving	access	directly	to	an	
extremely	 important	 target	 audience:	
publishers	within	whose	powers	it	is	to	
translate	 and	 publish	 Irish	 works	
abroad	 and	 reading	 promotion	
organisations	 which	 run	 festivals	 and	

events	and	which	use	the	fair	to	accumulate	knowledge	of	international	artists	to	invite.	One	of	the	
roles	of	CBI	is	to	raise	the	profile	of	Irish	literature	and	illustration	internationally,	and	this	is	the	
ideal	 platform	 from	 which	 to	 do	 so.	 The	 potential	 to	 disseminate	 Irish	 culture	 at	 the	 fair	 is	
enormous,	and	the	strength	of	our	illustration	alone	lends	itself	to	having	a	dedicated	space	that	
will	draw	people	in	to	the	work	of	our	picturebook	artists.	
	
As	in	previous	years,	the	Irish	Embassy	in	Rome	supported	a	reception	at	the	Irish	stand,	which	was	
well	attended	by	colleagues	and	supporters	from	all	over	the	world	and	which	acted	as	the	official	
launch	for	the	fiftieth	issue	of	Inis	magazine	as	well	as	a	celebration	of	CBI’s	20th	birthday.	
	
The	International	Laureates	Summit	was	hosted	by	Bologna	Children’s	Book	Fair.	Laureates	from	six	
countries	 took	 part	 in	 an	 exciting	 programme	 including	 a	 public	 forum	 for	 fair	 attendees.	 The	
Summit	 was	 an	 opportunity	 for	 Laureates	 to	 share	 their	 ideas,	 strategies	 and	 passions	 and	 to	



 

 25 

develop	a	 strong,	active	and	creative	 international	network.	Participants	were	 Ireland	 (PJ	 Lynch	
supported	by	CBI),	 the	UK	 (Chris	Riddell	 supported	by	BookTrust),	 Sweden	 (Anne	Marie	Körling	
supported	by	the	Swedish	Arts	Council),	Mexico	(Maria	Baranda),	Australia	(Leigh	Hobbs	supported	
by	the	Australian	Children’s	Literature	Alliance)	and	the	Netherlands	(Jan	Paul	Schutten).	More	than	
50,000	 people	 attend	 the	 fair.	 The	 Laureate	 meetings	 were	 widely	 publicised	 and	 reported,	
including	 in	the	book	fair’s	daily	edition	of	The	Bookseller	magazine,	copies	of	which	were	given	
away	free	each	day,	and	online	by	Publishers	Weekly.	An	op-ed	piece	was	written	by	CBI	Director	
Elaina	 Ryan	 on	 the	 implications	 of	 current	 international	 events	 on	 the	 international	 laureate	
network,	and	CBI	contributed	to	a	feature	piece	on	Irish	young	adult	literature.	
	
As	well	as	the	laureates	sharing	their	ideas,	their	organisations	had	a	chance	to	discuss	resourcing,	
selection	and	governance	as	well	 as	 reading	promotion	 strategies	and	opportunities	 for	 further	
partnerships.	As	a	direct	result	of	the	Summit,	CBI	made	arrangements	with	Leigh	Hobbs	to	visit	
Ireland	in	June	2017	for	a	series	of	joint	schools	events	with	current	Laureate	na	nÓg	PJ	Lynch	in	
Northern	Ireland	and	the	Republic	of	Ireland,	and	a	public	event	for	adults	at	the	dlr	LexIcon	with	
PJ	 and	 former	 laureates	 Siobhán	 Parkinson	 and	 Niamh	 Sharkey.	 These	 collaborations	 and	
opportunities	 to	discuss	 common	goals	 and	 challenges	bring	a	 richness	 to	 the	 Laureate	na	nÓg	
programme	that	has	been	an	important	part	of	the	project	since	its	inception.	
	

Asian	Festival	of	Children’s	Content	
CBI	and	Laureate	na	nÓg	attended	the	Asian	Festival	of	Children’s	Content	(AFCC),	which	was	held	
from	25-29	May	2017	at	the	National	Library	Building,	Singapore.	AFCC	is	a	unique	event	in	Asia	
that	brings	together	writers,	illustrators,	parents,	teachers	and	librarians	to	meet,	learn	and	
develop	their	craft	and	discover	business	opportunities.	A	feature	of	the	Festival	is	to	highlight	the	
children’s	book	industries	in	various	countries.	The	organisers	recognised	high	levels	of	
comparison	between	Ireland	and	Singapore	in	relation	to	our	children’s	book	industries,	both	
being	island	nations	that	sit	within	bigger	neighbouring	markets	(Ireland	–	UK,	Singapore	–	rest	of	
Asia).		
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CBI’s	Director	gave	a	presentation	on	our	Laureate	na	nÓg	programme	and	moderated	a	
presentation	on	Indonesian	illlustration.	Laureate	na	nÓg	PJ	Lynch	delivered	the	annual	Children’s	
Literature	Lecture	entitled	Books	from	the	Island	of	Storytellers,	as	well	as	a	further	lecture,	From	
Fairytales	through	History	and	Back	Again,	and	a	portfolio	review	session	for	emerging	illustrators.		
Alongside	these	talks	CBI	met	with	the	Director	and	Programmer	of	the	AFCC	to	share	knowledge	
and	discuss	how	a	relationship	might	be	maintained	in	future	years.	We	also	had	the	chance	to	
attend	talks	and	panel	discussions	and	gain	insights	into	international	children’s	literature	and	
reading	promotion	practices,	as	well	as	making	valuable	contacts	from	festivals	and	resource	
organisations,	particularly	in	Asia	and	Australia.		
	
Accommodation	was	kindly	provided	at	the	Residence	of	the	Irish	Ambassador	to	Singapore	by	His	
Excellency	Geoffrey	Keating,	as	a	result	of	the	relationship	developed	during	CBI’s	attendance	at	
AFCC	in	2016.	The	Ambassador	and	his	wife	were	very	supportive	of	and	interested	in	CBI’s	mission	
and	 have	 extended	 the	 invitation	 to	 future	 Irish	 speakers	 at	 the	 conference	 to	 stay	 at	 their	
Residence.	
	

Rí	Rá	Children’s	Festival	of	Literature,	Irish	Arts	Center,	New	York,	19	November	2017	
For	 the	 third	 year	 running,	 CBI	 partnered	 with	 the	 Irish	 Arts	 Center	 (IAC)	 in	 Manhattan	 to	
programme	and	present	a	literature	festival	for	children	and	families,	celebrating	work	from	the	
very	best	 Irish	and	New	York-based	children’s	authors	and	 illustrators	and	encouraging	creative	
engagement	with	 literature.	 For	 the	past	 two	years,	CBI’s	Book	of	 the	Year	Award	winners	and	
Laureate	na	nÓg	have	travelled	to	take	part	in	the	festival.	This	year,	an	application	process	was	
introduced,	calling	for	proposals	for	workshops	to	be	led	by	authors	and/or	illustrators	from	Ireland	
and/or	the	greater	New	York	City	area,	aimed	at	children	aged	5–8	years	old,	the	largest	audience	
group	for	the	IAC.	Preference	was	given	to	proposals	that	focus	on	participatory	‘hands-on’	youth	
and	family	engagement.	Authors/illustrators	based	in	Ireland	received	round-trip	economy	travel	
to	New	York	City,	ground	transportation	from	hotel	to	airport	and	two	nights’	accommodation	in	
central	Manhattan,	as	well	as	a	modest	honorarium.	Artist/illustrators	from	the	greater	New	York	
City	area	received	an	honorarium	of	$200.	The	programme	featured	US-based	picturebook-maker	



 

 27 

Steve	Light	alongside	Sarah	Webb	(author),	Niamh	Sharkey	(author/illustrator)	and	Steve	McCarthy	
(illustrator).	

Professional	development		
On	4	February,	in	collaboration	with	Sarah	Webb,	Writer	in	Residence,	Dún	Laoghaire	Rathdown,	
and	supported	by	Words	Ireland,	CBI	hosted	‘When	are	you	Going	to	Write	a	Proper	Book?’,	a	day-
long	event	for	children’s	book	writers	of	all	levels.	The	event	was	fully	sold	out	with	a	large	waiting	
list.	Sessions	addressed	the	following	topics:	

• Where	to	find	information	and	assistance	–	organisations	that	can	help:	CBI,	the	Society	for	
Children’s	Book	Writers	and	Illustrators,	the	Irish	Writers	Centre	

• Royalties,	events	and	the	financial	side	of	writing,	addressed	by	Sinéad	Connolly	 (festival	
programmer	 and	 arts	 officer),	 Maedhbh	 Rogan-McGann	 (librarian),	 Gráinne	 Clear	
(publisher)	and	Alan	Nolan	(author-illustrator)	

• Life	as	a	writer	–	managing	time	and	making	a	living,	by	author	Sheena	Wilkinson	
• From	manuscript	 to	bookshelf,	with	Oisín	McGann	and	Marie-Louise	 Fitzpatrick	 (author-

illustrators)	and	David	O’Callaghan	(youth	book	buyer	at	Eason)	
• What	agents	and	publishers	are	looking	for,	with	Conor	Hackett	(publishers	agent),	Penny	

Holroyde	(literary	agent),	Nicki	Howard	(publisher,	Gill	Books)	and	Ivan	O’Brien	(publisher,	
The	O’Brien	Press)	

	
The	event	was	 followed	by	 the	 launch	of	 the	exhibition	A	World	of	Colour:	 The	Art	of	Beatrice	
Alemagna	and	Chris	Haughton.	Feedback	received	was	highly	positive,	with	 requests	 for	 further	
seminars	focused	on	particular	age	groups.	As	a	direct	result,	a	second	seminar	in	the	#properbook	
series	was	programmed	with	the	same	partners,	as	well	as	iBbY	Ireland,	on	27	May:	‘When	Are	You	
Going	To	Write	a	Proper	Book?	Focus	on	Picturebooks’.	Sessions	included:	

• What	Makes	a	Brilliant	Picturebook	and	Do	They	Have	to	Rhyme?	with	poet	Lucinda	Jacobs	
and	picturebook	expert	and	academic	Valerie	Coghlan	

• Picturebook	 production,	 from	 dummy	 to	 finished	 book	with	 award-winning	 picturebook	
writers	and	illustrators	Michael	Emberley,	Marie-Louise	Fitzpatrick	and	Mary	Murphy	

• Silent	 Books:	 iBbY	 Ireland	 presented	 their	 Silent	 Books	 Exhibition	 and	 spoke	 about	 the	
importance	of	wordless	picturebooks	

• Common	mistakes	and	top	tips	with	Picturebook	Boot	Camp’s	Adrienne	Geoghegan	
• What	agents	and	publishers	are	looking	for,	with	Walker	Picturebook	Publisher	and	Creative	

Director,	Deirdre	McDermott;	Publisher	at	Futa	Fata,	Tadhg	Mac	Dhonnagáin;	The	O’Brien	
Press	Design	Manager,	Emma	Byrne	and	 illustrator	Margaret	Anne	Suggs.	The	panel	also	
discussed	fees,	advances	and	royalties	for	illustrators	and	picturebook	writers	

	
On	the	same	weekend,	CBI	rented	its	office	space	to	picturebook	author	and	illustrator	Chris	Judge	
who	 hosted	 an	 intensive	 two-day	 masterclass	 covering	 all	 aspects	 of	 writing,	 illustrating	 and	
publishing	 a	 picturebook.	 This	 course	 was	 aimed	 at	 writers	 and	 illustrators,	 unpublished	 and	
emerging.	The	content	included	a	study	of	classic	and	modern	picturebooks	and	why	they	work,	
character	and	plot	development,	writing	and	 rewriting	and	 reading	aloud,	advice	and	exercises,	
composition	of	spreads,	how	text	and	image	compliment	each	other,	technical	elements	including	
spread	 count	 and	 word	 count,	 making	 a	 dummy,	 pitching	 to	 publishers	 and	 preparing	 for	 live	
events.		
	
A	 further	 #properbook	 seminar	was	programmed	 in	partnership	with	Baboró	 International	Arts	
Festival	for	Children	and	took	place	in	Galway	on	21	October	2017.	Sessions	addressed	the	following	
topics:	
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• The	various	resources	and	income	streams	available	to	prospective	children’s	authors	and	
illustrators	with	Sarah	Webb	(author),	Aoife	Murray	(CBI),	Emily	Cullen	(Programme	Director	
Cúirt	 International	 Festival	 of	 Literature),	 Jane	 Mitchell	 (author)	 and	 Conor	 Hackett	
(Hackettflynn	Publishers	Agency).	

• Information	about	children’s	picturebooks	in	2017,	how	to	get	your	idea	noticed	and	what	
publishers	are	looking	for	with	Aoife	Murray	(CBI),	Tadhg	Mac	Dhonnagáin	(Futa	Fata),	and	
Margaret	Anne	Suggs	(illustrator).		

• A	session	with	author	Sarah	Webb	to	find	out	more	about	the	nitty-gritty	of	the	 life	of	a	
writer.	

• A	 panel	 talk	 about	 children’s	 chapter	 books	 with	 Patricia	 Forde	 (author),	 Dave	 Rudden	
(author),	Ivan	O’Brien	(The	O’Brien	Press)	and	Mary	Esther	Judy	(Charlie	Byrne’s	Books).	

	

Words	Ireland	
Words	 Ireland	 is	 a	 grouping	 of	 literature	 resource	 organisations	 (Children’s	 Books	 Ireland,	 Irish	
Writers	Centre,	Literature	Ireland,	Munster	Literature	Centre,	Poetry	Ireland,	Publishing	Ireland	and	
The	Stinging	Fly)	which	has	been	working	together	over	the	past	three	years	to	provide	a	coherent	
literature	 resource	 service,	 addressing	 current	 gaps	 and	 duplication	 of	 services	 across	 the	
programmes	of	its	constituent	organisations.		
	
2017	is	the	third	year	of	a	three-year	partnership	between	Words	Ireland	and	Wicklow	County	Arts	
Office,	with	CBI,	Poetry	Ireland	and	the	Irish	Writers	Centre	delivering	the	programme	on	behalf	of	
all	 seven	 organisations.	 This	 year	 CBI	 and	 Poetry	 Ireland	 will	 introduce	 a	 Reading	 Schools	
programme,	building	on	the	readership	development	and	support	we	focused	on	when	CBI	ran	the	
Book	of	the	Year	Awards	Shadowing	Scheme	in	Blessington	Library	in	2016.	The	Reading	Schools	
project	aims	to	reach	a	broader	number	of	children	by	working	on	a	whole-school	basis	and	giving	
the	school	staff	access	to	a	whole	range	of	CBI	supports	designed	to	encourage	enthusiasm	around	
reading	for	pleasure.	The	programme	is	aimed	at	the	teaching	staff	and	the	school	principal,	and	
the	selected	schools	make	a	commitment	to	passing	on	their	learning	from	the	programme	to	the	
children	in	their	school	through	running	initiatives	like	the	CBI	Book	of	the	Year	Awards	Shadowing	
Scheme	(2018)	and	the	CBI	Reading	Campaign	in	October.	Each	school	will	receive	support	from	CBI	
to	introduce	them	to	the	programme	and	to	present	to	them	the	ways	in	which	they	can	encourage	
reading	throughout	their	school.				
	
Benefits	to	the	school	as	part	of	this	programme	include:	

• CBI	resources	on	encouraging	reading	in	school	and	setting	up	and	managing	a	school	library	
• CBI	membership	–	includes	two	copies	of	Inis	magazine	three	times	a	year,	two	copies	of	the	

Inis	Reading	Guide,	regular	updates	from	CBI	regarding	events	and	projects,	online	resources	
including	recommended	reading	lists	for	class	novels	and	past	editions	of	the	CBI	shadowing	
pack,	reduced	ticket	prices	for	the	CBI	Conference	and	other	events	throughout	the	year	

• CBI	Book	of	the	Year	Award	Shadowing	Scheme	(2018)		
• Two	tickets	for	the	CBI	International	Conference	for	their	Principal	and	another	member	of	

staff;	further	staff	members	can	attend	at	the	school’s	own	cost	at	a	discounted	members’	
rate	

• Large	mixed	materials	pack,	containing	60	copies	of	the	Inis	Reading	Guide,	12	A2	posters	
(double	sided	Irish	and	English),	288	stickers,	and	300	bookmarks	as	part	of	CBI’s	Annual	
Reading	Campaign	

• Writer	in	Residence	–	Having	a	writer	working	on	a	prolonged	basis	within	the	school	has	
umpteen	benefits.	Residencies	enable	students	to	work	with	an	experienced	writer	over	a	
period	of	time.	The	participation	of	a	key	teacher,	and	the	development	of	a	working	alliance	
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between	the	teacher	and	writer,	is	fundamental	to	their	success.	Each	CBI	school	in	Wicklow	
will	work	with	a	Writer	in	Residence	over	a	period	of	8	weeks,	with	a	1.5	hour	visit	to	the	
school	each	week	

	
Further	Words	 Ireland	projects	 in	2017	 included	the	continuation	of	a	regional	series	of	Writers	
Cafés,	public	meetings	for	authors	and	illustrators.	The	purpose	of	the	event	series	was	to	introduce	
Words	Ireland	and	its	work,	to	find	out	what	issues	are	most	pressing	for	practising	artists.	It	gave	
artists	an	opportunity	to	influence	the	future	direction	and	activities	of	Words	Ireland	by	offering	
practical	ideas	and	highlight	shortcomings	in	current	literature	resource	provision.	Each	event	will	
be	chaired	by	a	WI	board	member	with	a	panel	of	(ideally)	three	writers,	with	CBI	chairing	events	
in	Kilkenny	and	Trinity	College	Dublin.	As	a	 result	of	 the	 findings	of	 these	events,	 the	 following	
initiatives	 are	 in	 train	 through	 2017–18:	 mentoring,	 regional	 writers’	 networks,	 professional	
information	documents	and	podcasts,	information	on	paid	writing	opportunities,	venues	initiative,	
WordCon,	 advocacy	 and	 bursaries	 and	 residencies.	 For	 further	 information	 see	
www.wordsireland.ie.	
	

Irish	Artists’	Showcase,	Canada	
In	partnership	with	Literature	Ireland,	the	Irish	Embassy	in	Ottawa	and	Words	Ireland,	CBI	selected	
four	 Irish	 children’s	 writers	 and	 illustrators	 to	 comprise	 an	 Irish	 showcase	 at	 three	 Canadian	
literature	 festivals.	 Marie-Louise	 Fitzpatrick,	 Oisín	 McGann,	 Dave	 Rudden	 and	 Deirdre	 Sullivan	
appeared	at	the	Frye	Festival,	Moncton,	New	Brunswick;	Blue	Metropolis,	Montréal,	Québec	and	
the	Ottawa	 International	Writers	Festival,	Ottawa,	Ontario.	They	also	addressed	students	at	 the	
Irish	Studies	Department	of	Concordia	University	in	Montréal.		
	

In	 2016	 CBI	 partnered	 with	 the	
Canada	Council	for	the	Arts	and	the	
Ottawa	 International	 Writers	
Festival	 to	 bring	 a	 group	 of	
Canadian	 writers	 to	 Dublin	 for	
Culture	 Night	 and	 CBI’s	
International	Conference.	This	visit	
built	on	that	relationship,	as	well	as	
marking	both	CBI’s	and	the	Writers	
Festival’s	 20th	 birthdays	 by	
celebrating	Irish	artists	whose	work	
for	 young	 people	 is	 of	 world-class	
standard.	The	artists	selected	were	
chosen	on	 the	merit	 of	 their	work	
and	their	ability	to	deliver	excellent	
events,	 as	 well	 as	 considering	 the	

need	for	gender	balance	in	the	group	and	the	ability	to	work	with	children	and	young	people	of	all	
ages	as	a	group.	Feedback	from	partners	and	the	artists	themselves	was	strongly	positive,	with	the	
trip	 bringing	 excellent	 contemporary	 Irish	 literature	 to	 audiences	 of	 families,	 schools	 and	
academics;	increasing	participation	of	Irish	artists	in	international	festivals	and	achieving	local	PR	
coverage	at	the	festivals.		
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APPENDIX	1:	FINANCE	2017	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	

€218,000

€46,684
€9,083
€17,005

€46,676

€14,075

€87,184

Income	2017

Arts	Council	funding Other	grants In	kind Donations

Laureate	na	nÓg Membership CBI	Activities	

161353

57461

3124

195140

Expenditure	2017

Staff	costs Administrative	costs Publicity	and	website Project	costs
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